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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 186), June 2014 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
 
Spring has sprung and it is a time of abundance - this 
magazine is packed with great contributions and wonderful 
photos. Thank you so much to everyone who has put the time 
aside to share what you are doing. 

It certainly seems as though you took note of my request in the April magazine 
when I said send us something if you think ñI do something different and would like 
people to knowò or ñthis is something of interest to Bugbrookeò. 

You must look at the photos of the cricket club to see an amazing 
transformation that clearly indicates how much effort and dedication went into 
improving an important facility for the village. This is an obvious example, but not 
the only one, of people who are willing to invest money and time to make a 
difference. 

We held our AGM in the first half of May and I am delighted to say that we 
have received an offer of help in the production process and presentation of the 
adverts. Tony Pace has left the LINK committee and we thank him wholeheartedly 
for his tremendous input and guidance over the years.  

I thanked all of the committee for helping to produce the magazine on time and 
of course we are very grateful to the advertisers who fund the printing and those 
who distribute LINK round the village. We have had a new printer for most of the six 
issues and with the colour covers during the last year the overall effect is really 
impressive. You may have noticed a few changes, for example we had no quizzes 
and puzzles in the Christmas issue and we have initiated a series of profiles of 
people who live in Bugbrooke. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 
impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and websites, 
including all issues of LINK back to July 1983 as well as current and historical 
information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 
July 2014, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that 
the preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Parish Council 
At this time of year residents with hedges adjacent to public footpaths need to 
ensure they are cut back so that pedestrians are not impeded. Hedges adjacent to 
tarmac paths should be cut back to the boundary wall or fence whilst paths leading 
to fields should be kept at least 1.2 metres (4 feet) wide. The Parish Council takes 
an advisory role in the event of overgrowing. However if problems are not attended 
to the County Council Footpaths Section are asked to get involved. If they have to 
come out and clear the problem they charge the property owner for expenses 
incurred. 

Front Page: Jamie Cross presenting flowers to Mrs Tice at the opening of 
Bugbrooke Cricket Club Pavilion on April 24th.  See also page 2 and page 28.  
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A new dog waste bin is to be installed at the Pilgrims Lane/Pound Lane footway 
once a licence to do so is obtained from Northants County Council. Also at Waggon 
and Horses Green a dragon-tooth fence is to be installed to stop parking on the green. 

The Parish Council and Peterborough Diocese are expected to conclude the 
granting of a faculty to enable an extended churchyard by early June. In expectation of 
this an application for change of use of part of the Millennium Green to Burial Ground 
has been made to South Northants Council. If all goes well the hedge between the 
churchyard and new burial ground will be removed once the bird nesting season is 
over. Arrangements to link the Millennium Green and Glebe Field will also be 
expedited.  

Notices have appeared on Parish Boards from Mi-Grid Ltd stating they intend to 
explore the possibility of erecting up to 3 wind turbines near the Bugbrooke to 
Kislingbury Road. If a planning application is forthcoming the Parish Council will submit 
comments. Residents with views on the issue can contact the firm directly. It is 
suggested you first refer to SNC policy documents 'Wind Turbines in Open 
Countryside' and 'Low Carbon and Renewable Energy SPD Adopted Version' before 
so doing. The more comments received will indicate local feelings. 
John Curtis 

óInvitation to the Partyô 
When my two girls were growing up going for a sleep-over with 
friends was a euphemism for a óWake-Overô as pizzas, chocolate, 
videos and having fun came well before any plans to sleep, this 
also meant invitations to certain sleep overs and parties became 
highly prized! 

However, when prized invitations were not received it 
became a world shattering and life changing event!  On one 
particular occasion my younger daughterôs best friend did not give 
her the expected invitation at school.  To say her body language spoke volumes that 
afternoon as I picked her up from school is to understate the devastation she felt and 
then articulated all the way home.  As the conversation continued over the evening 
meal there was a less than dignified acceptance of there being no invitation to the 
party!  However, this begrudging acceptance suddenly took a dramatic turn as I 
answered a knock at the door.  There was my daughterôs friend waving the invitation 
which had spent the day on the floor of her Mumôs car! 

How that piece of paper changed the mood and body language of my daughter; 
suddenly all the trauma, disappointment and rejection were transformed as she had 
been óinvited to the partyô! 

Thomas, the disciple, who was not in the upper room when Jesus made his 
resurrection appearance doubted what he was told and no amount of statements from 
the other disciples could convince him Jesus had risen from the dead, in fact the more 
they enthused about the event the more Thomas dug his heals in. 

The story of Thomas doubting has left him the rather unfortunate title of óDoubting 
Thomasô which people repeat with scorn in their voice.  This, however, can be looked 
at from another angle.  Thomas was blustering and protesting a little like my daughter; 
he had not been óinvited to the partyô! 

When he received his invitation several days later when Christ once again 
appeared in the upper room, all his trauma, disappointment and rejection were 
cancelled and the transformation from being the doubter to being one of the disciples 
who having received their own invitations systematically changed the world!   Keeping 
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with Thomas, following his confession of faith "My Lord and my God" on seeing Jesus' 
wounded body, and opening his invitation, he is said to have travelled outside 
the Roman Empire to preach the Gospel, travelling as far as India.  According to 
tradition, the Apostle reached Muziris, India in 52AD and baptized several people who 
are today known as Saint Thomas Christians or Nasranis. 

The body of a dead person does not transform people but a personal invitation 
from a risen Saviour does; those eleven were transformed and so have many millions 
down the generations and cultures.  As the Christian Church continues to celebrate the 
Risen Christ, the pouring out of the Holy Spirit and Christôs eventual ascension back to 
his Fatherôs side, have you opened your invitation to join the party or is it still unopened! 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Bugbrooke Community Café ï First Annual Report 
The Bugbrooke Community Café has now been open for just over a year and has 
proved to be a great success. Those of you that have used it, will know how good it is 
and those who havenôt used it yet, just donôt know what you have been missing! Great 
coffee, cakes, light lunches and the best value ñFull Englishò you will find anywhere.  

There is a play area for small children and if you have run out of reading you can 
borrow a book from the library. All in all the café is a great new social amenity for the 
village. 

To give a bit of background; the cafe was an initiative by the Church, who made 
the Sunday School available; however the café does not raise any funds for the Church. 
A secondary objective of the café is to provide training and experience for an 
unemployed youngster from the local community.  This however can only happen once 
sufficient funds have been raised to cover the costs of pay and college fees. Jo Stevens 
took on the role of manager. She did a huge amount of work getting the café going, 
working out the ordering of supplies and menus as well as sorting out a working 
organisation. In the process, the café spread to occupy rather more of the Sunday 
School than had originally been envisaged. Most of the kitchen and serving work was, 

and still is, done by 
volunteers though 
youngsters  f rom 
Campion School 
come in  every 
Saturday, and are 
paid out of the tips 
that are given. 
Saturday has always 
been the busiest day 
though, since we were 
able to expand the 
opening time on 
Friday to cover the 
lunch period, that has 
also become a very 
busy day too.   
The Café prides itself 
on serving mainly 
home baked food, and 
using only the finest 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muziris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Thomas_Christians
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ingredients from top suppliers.  The quality and price of our offerings are, we feel,  
second to none. 

The café was closed for three weeks over Christmas and the New Year but when 
it reopened the level of demand seemed to jump by about 20%. As a result, Phillippa 
Betts took on a regular support role to give Jo some relief and to provide backup for 
Joôs holidays etc.  It is all still so new that it is difficult to know if this will continue 
through the summer but if it does, then it seems quite possible that the café will be 
able to fund a trainee from September. In the meantime some of the funds have been 
used to buy new garden furniture so that people can enjoy the beautiful garden during 
the summer. 

For those that donôt know, the caf® is open from 9 - 12:30 on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, from 9 ï 1:30 on Fridays and from 9 ï 3:00 on Saturdays. If you want to 
place an order before arrival, then you can ring in on 07773 259691. Food can also be 
ordered for take-away if required.    

We are desperate for more volunteers so if you can find the time and would like 
to help, then please contact Jo Stevens on candjstevens@gmail.com.   The café can 
only survive with your help! 
Tony Pace; Treasurer 

Library 
In one corner of the café is a free library of books which have been donated for 
anyone to borrow or buy. The facility has been much appreciated and is well used. 

We have a VERY limited mobile library service in the village. The van is at the 
junction of Meadway and Pilgrims Lane at 10.15 on the first Saturday of each month 
for 1 hour only. I think this is a disgusting dereliction of Public Service for the village. It 
isnôt only books we need. What about on-line computers which libraries should be 
providing? I understand that there is some money available because of the building 
projects in Bugbrooke, but this money is likely to go to Towcester as we donôt have a 
Public Library here. 

Well done Community Café for making books available. Perhaps the Café 
should also house a computer for those who are not fortunate to have one at home. 

Why is the Library Service treating Bugbrooke in such a disgraceful manner? 
Pat Kent 

Bugbrooke Skate Park Fund Committee 
This group has been formed to raise funds to build a skate park in Bugbrooke.  You 
may recall that in the past a number of fundraising events were held to get this off the 
ground and raise the cash needed to be taken seriously by organisations that offer 
grants.  We have now raised around £800 which means we have been able to 
proceed with registering the charity, signing a Constitution and opening a savings 
account. 

The Parish Council and Playing Field Committee are currently in the process of 
arranging for a suitable piece of land, close to the MUGA, to be used.   We have been 
obtaining quotes from companies that build skate parks and researching how other 
committees have been successful -  much of this has been down to the support 
obtained from locals who will be using the park, showing in grant applications that it is 
a much needed resource.  This is why the help of people of all ages is required. 

We currently have a small number of parents involved but would appreciate the 
help and support of many more.  We have a Facebook page which we encourage you 

mailto:candjstevens@gmail.com
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to join and you will then get details of meetings and fundraising events.  The page 
is called óBugbrooke Skate Park Fundô.   Please óLikeô it now and share it so that we 
can get as many people as possible involved. 
Julia Tompkins 

Bugbrooke Church Village Fete 
This year the fete is on Saturday 12th July starting at 2pm. It will take place as 
usual on the church field next to the brook, and will be started by the arrival of the 
Rose Queen, chosen from the Brownies, followed by her crowning in the arena. 

There will be the usual mix of games, entertainments, and stalls. There will be 
delicious food available from the W.I. cakes and teas and the barbeque.  

We are asking for donations of Bric-a-Brac, Books, Plants and Cakes. We are 
on the field setting up all morning so items may be brought straight to the field or 
left at 14 The Paddocks during the week before the fete. Our Bric-a-Brac stall is 
huge and very popular and always has lots of óas newô quality items. 

Once again we will be undertaking Soft Toy re-homing. The ideal solution for 
all those teddies you have outgrown and have no room for. Our teddy tombola will 
ensure all teddies and soft toys go to new loving homes. This has been a very 
popular stall during the last couple of years and a lovely sight to see children on the 
field on fete day carrying around their new teddies. We can foster teddies until fete 
day so please donate your teddies to 14 The Paddocks or call 07920422381 and 
they can be collected. 

Donôt forget to sponsor your duck for the duck race finale. Ducks are available 
to buy before the day. Thank you to all those people in the village who sell ducks for 
us and please help to make their task easy. 

In previous years we have held a sports and leisure auction. We thank Geoff 
Cooke for organising this every year for us. This year Geoff is taking a break to 
celebrate an important anniversary with his family. If anyone would like to make a 
donation (or has contacts through their work) of a óspecialô item for auctioning, eg.  
balloon flight, holiday cottage weekend,  spa day, etc. - please call Gillian to 
discuss it on 07920422381. This would make a real boost to our fundraising, which 
in turn helps Bugbrooke Church to support many charities every year. 

So please do mark the date in your diary and come and support us and enjoy 
an afternoon of fun and games in Bugbrooke on Saturday 12th July. 
Gillian Stone 

A Chairmanôs Tale 
It all began rather ominously, with two deaths. 

It was the Spring of 2012. I was delighted to have been asked to become Vice-
Chairman of South Northamptonshire Council from May 2012, with the intention, 
provided I did not blot my copybook, of becoming Chairman for 2013-14. Suddenly, 
the omens appeared threatening: during the year before my appointment two vice-
chairmen had died in office, one just a week before becoming chairman (with me as 
vice-chairman). As I sat waiting to be called into the council chamber and appointed 
to the seemingly jinxed position, I was not entirely reassured when it was pointed 
out to me that óthese things normally occur in threesô. The hastily appointed 
chairman kindly suggested that a chart should be maintained in the Chairmanôs 
Office to indicate my survival rate throughout the year. 

Two years later I am happy (and not a little relieved) to be able to say that 
being the councilôs civic figurehead and ambassador has been a pleasure and 
privilege.  
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I was following in the illustrious footsteps of former Chairmen from Bugbrooke: 
including John Curtis (1995-6), Kathleen Riggall (1985-6), and Jack Heygate (1975-
6); and before that a certain Mr A R Heygate was chairman of Northampton RDC 
from 1943 to 1961. 

 It has been a hectic two years with numerous official engagements during the 
week and almost every weekend, often involving sumptuous food and drink, or at 
least ónibblesô.   

It was with some trepidation that I first mentioned to my wife, Rosemary, the 
possibility of our lives being taken over by civic duties. I need not have worried, as 
the chairmanôs consort; she embraced the whole thing with great enthusiasm. We 
rarely refused an invitation; if I was ever doubtful about an event, she inevitably 
persuaded me that we should ógive it a goô. Thatôs probably why we walked five miles 
around Wicksteed Park on a Sunday morning for the Crazy Hats Cancer Charity 
(although we did find a pub for an unofficial lunch with the Chairman of Daventry 
District Council on the way back). 

Looking back at my engagements I am reminded of the diversity of events: visits 
to the High Sheriffôs Garden Parties sandwiching a fascinating tour with the pest 
control officer dealing with wasps and rats; accompanying an environmental health 
officer for an unannounced inspection of a food preparation premises, only to 
discover that the operation had ceased, and the entire building had been removed; 
the formal opening of an historic funfair, followed by a ride on the dodgems; signing 
the Military Covenant and meeting our friendly American cousins at the Croughton 
base, and at their Thanksgiving and our Carol Service; the Civic Service at 
Bugbrooke Church, which was a great success, with many Mayors and Chairmen 
from across the county and beyond attending, although very few of the regular local 
churchgoers; and numerous official opening of events across the District. There has 
been some sadness: attending funerals, particularly for a colleague who I had known 
at both County and District for many years. 

We have met many interesting people and I have learnt a great deal. We have 
been fortunate with the friendly and dedicated fellow Chairmen and Mayors ï the 
Chain Gang! It has been a genuine pleasure to be part of such a knowledgeable, 
enthusiastic and amicable gang.  On more than one occasion we have retired after 
an official function to a local hostelry, which was somewhat unnerving for the 
landlord to see us arrive festooned with official bling. After all the fine food and formal 
banquets, we have resolved to go out together (unchained) for an informal meal of 
ham, egg and chips later this year. 

My sincere thanks go to all those people who helped raise almost £8,000 for the 
Chairmanôs Charities. An added bonus was that, during the year, the District became 
the second best place to live throughout the whole of the U.K. and the best in the 
East Midlands. I can take no credit for this, although of course I have tried. 
David Harries, Past Chairman of South Northamptonshire Council 

Bugbrooke School 
As usual, the school is a busy place, with everyone (children and staff) working hard 
to improve and the summer term is no exception with the yearly round of school trips, 
sports days and end of year assessments. It is also a time when we start to prepare 
the children for the changes ahead of them: different classes, teachers and schools 
for some!  I would like to share some of this work and our achievements from the 
past few months:  
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