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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 201), December 2016 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

 

I’m delighted to welcome you to this festive issue of your village 
magazine. It’s great that so many of you have provided articles and 
photos to help us round off this final magazine of 2016. 

We hope you find time to enjoy the quizzes and read the many interesting items 
that have been prepared by others to inform, share details and support the local 
community. 

Many thanks to the Bugbrooke Facebook sites for allowing us to use pictures and 
information from items sent in to it. 

The LINK committee wish you all a happy Christmas and wonderful New Year. 
The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 02 

January 2017, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred 
way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Dear Sir or Madam 
I read with interest the item regarding heavy vehicles using the Cornhill access in the 
latest Bugbrooke LINK magazine. I have attached a still image taken from the dash-cam 
in my car, of an articulated vehicle turning into the village after using Birds Hill. How any 
professional driver in their 
right mind thinks it’s safe to 
bring a vehicle of this size 
down such a narrow piece 
of road, not to mention the 
steep gradient, is beyond 
me. I speak as an HGV 
driver who passed the 
Class One test back in 
1981 so I do have some 
experience in this area. 
Maybe it’s time to start 
imposing restrictions on 
vehicles over a certain size/
weight using these small 
roads just to save time/
fuel. How long before 
someone ends up colliding 
with this type of vehicle can only be a matter of time. 
Michael Best 

Front Page:   Thanks to Jim Inch on behalf of Bugbrooke Art Group, for the festive 
contribution on the covers of this issue. 
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Bugbrooke Parish Council  
At its October meeting, the Parish Council had a visit from Mr Robert Fallon, 
Development Services Manager at South Northants Council.  This was in response to 
disquiet expressed by the Parish Council following the granting of planning permission 
for a development in The Paddocks.  Councillors were concerned that they had been 
unable to express their views before the South Northants Council Planning Committee.  
Mr Fallon gave a list of reasons why the decision had been made under officers’ 
delegated powers of authority, whilst the Parish Council expressed the view that they felt 
their democratic right to question the decision had been denied.  The view was also 
expressed that Bugbrooke is not averse to some sensible development in line with South 
Northants Council requirements but sought to ensure that, in future, proper consideration 
ought to be given to genuine local concerns. 

Following concerns being expressed that the local brook is silting up in places, 
especially near the bridges, the Environment Agency has agreed to dredge certain parts 
this winter.  It is 45 years since it was first straightened and deepened and we now need 
to make sure the water can move through the village as quickly as possible in times of 
heavy rainfall.  Representatives of the Parish Council will also be attending a meeting 
with Northamptonshire County Council Pathfinder II Flood Resilience Project to find out 
what it involves.  More information will be passed on in future editions of The Link if the 
project is relevant to Bugbrooke. 

The “finds” that were discovered during the archaeological excavation have finally 
been returned to the Millennium Green Trust. Thanks go to Councillor Henson for 
collecting them from Warwick University and to Mrs Kaye Adams for providing them with 
a temporary home.  They will be sorted, in conjunction with our History Society and it is 
hoped to display a selection of the finds in a display cabinet which we have been given, 
at the Community Centre. 

A defibrillator is now in place at Bugbrooke Surgery. 
The street lighting replacement programme should have been completed by the 

time you read this. Unfortunately it has not been possible to include an after midnight 
switch off, but it is hoped that residents will find the new lighting to be less intrusive. If 
anyone spots a light that isn’t working, please let the Clerk know and she will arrange for 
it to be repaired. (bugbrookepc@btconnect.com or 01604 832838). 

Mr Jonathon Dunn has decided to step down as the Parish Environment Warden 
and the Parish Council has accepted his resignation.  The Parish Council would like to 
express their thanks to Mr Dunn for the work he has done to improve the village 
environment for all residents. 
John Curtis 

Ofrenda 10cts Euro! 
Normally my contribution is written from the comfort of my study in 
Bugbrooke!  This time however, (beginning of November) it is being 
done from the comfort of a small Villa on the Costa Blanca (courtesy of 
my son-in-law’s parents) with the sun shining brightly in a clear blue sky 
while I am sitting on the balcony with a very cool orange juice wearing 
tee shirt and shorts! While I’ve been enjoying my late holiday, among 
several excursions, including getting hopelessly lost, I spent a 
wonderful day discovering the backstreet delights of Alicante and Rum 
and Raisin Ice Cream! 
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Normally, and you may find this difficult to believe, I steer clear of church buildings 
– the phrase ‘coals to Newcastle’ - comes to mind!  However, as I turned one corner, an 
imposing large church came into view. 

It was more modern than traditional, with square outlines rather than the usual 
more rounded and rough ones. The heat of the day was bearing down on the back of 
my neck, so I ventured inside, more to cool down than look around! 

Once I had adjusted to the darkness, my eyes were filled with more 
disappointment than rapture as the inside did not live up to the outside.  Nevertheless, 
the welcome coolness of the building was to be savoured.  As I made my way around 
the interior I became drawn to an array of flickering candles that people normally light in 
memory of those who they have lost, or to offer prayers for one reason or another. 

As I approached these flickering candles there seemed to be something out of 
place, something was not as it seemed and as I got closer, there was a bit of a shock!  
Rather than drafts and air movements causing flickering flames and hot wax 
surrendering to gravity, there was what can only be described as a reject money-
making machine from the end of a British seaside pier - well past its sell-by date! 

The candles were in fact electronically-controlled flickering LEDs, hidden under a 
slightly dusty piece of transparent plastic. At the front was a slot and the instructions 
‘Ofrenda 10cts Euro, BILLETES NO’.  Now my Spanish is worse than my English but 
even I knew this meant 10 cents per candle and the machine takes no paper money! 

I first put a 5 cent coin in by mistake and to no effect, so I quickly followed this with 
a 20 cent piece and sure enough two plastic candles came to life, glowing artificially 
next to one already lit - or perhaps I should say ‘switched-on’! 

As I re-entered the brightness and warmth of the day there was a reassuring 
honesty about sky, sun and heat, in direct contrast to the plastic-cased, electronically-
controlled and mechanically-switched flicker of light I had just left! 

As we approach Christmas 2016 with ever increasing rapidity, attended by all its 
promises of Peace, Love and Goodwill, much of the rhetoric will be like those candles, 
artificial and mechanically glowing, as long as the money lasts! 

For a permanent answer with no artificial promises, why not look once again at the 
story of ‘God with Us’ in Jesus a little bit closer.  You will not find any slot asking for 
money, just an offer of extreme love. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

An Opportunity Missed – don’t miss out 
Are you interested in your Health Service? 

Last month there was a meeting at the surgery advertised as an Open Evening. 
There was information in the LINK but only 3 people from Bugbrooke turned up. 
Doctors, nurses and practice managers were there to explain how they try to keep the 
population healthy and respond to cries for help swiftly and efficiently. Personally I think 
they do a good job, but I know there are times when patients feel the service could be 
better. The Patient Participation Group gives patients a chance to find out what is going 
on and to have their say, but obviously this requires YOUR participation. Life is very 
busy for most people but PLEASE give this some thought.  Please give the medics a 
chance. Contact the Practice Manager, Sam Masters, about joining the Group. He will 
give you more information. 
Pat Kent 
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Bugbrooke Medical Practice – November Newsletter 
On Wednesday 12th October there was an Open Evening for patients to meet Dr Lily 
Connell and other surgery staff to find out a little more about the running of the surgery. 
During one and a half hours Dr Lily Connell and the Practice team gave a very 
comprehensive and informative presentation on the work carried out at the surgery and 
the services provided to patients.  

The practice has over 10000 patients covering both local villages as well as 
Weedon; Brington's; Hunsbury; Gayton and Northampton. Bugbrooke is a Training 
Practice for GP Registrars and Foundation Doctors, Nursing and Medical Students.                              
The meeting was updated with who's new or has a new responsibility at Bugbrooke. Dr 
Lily Connell — GP Partner; Dr James Topliss — Salaried GP; Sam Masters — Practice 
Manager; Karen Danvers — Assistant PM; Sharon Spaul — Head Receptionist; Angela 
Chinook — Advanced Nurse Practitioner.          
  Dr Lily Connell then gave the meeting an overview of the work carried out 
by a GP during a typical day in the practice:-      

Two GP's respond to patients telephone calls for urgent appointments /medical 
advice (TRIAGE SYSTEM).They decide on the urgency of the patients medical condition 
and arrange appointments with a relevant medical practitioner. The service is provided 
from 8am until 6.30pm with a 2 hour break at midday. Throughout the day other GPs 
carry out surgeries and home visits to individual patients as well as to the Oakleaf Brain 
Injury Unit and St Crispins retirement village. As well, the GP's workload behind the 
scenes includes, viewing patients lab reports; prescribing and managing medicines; 
reviewing patients medical reports; providing sick notes and supporting PIP appeals etc. 
A busy day.  

Next month we will report on other services provided by the practice. 
Are you eligible for a SHINGLES JAB? If you were the following age on the 1st 

September 2016 70;71;72;73;78;79 and would like the jab please make an appointment 
with the surgery. If you are over 65 or if you are aged between 2 years and 64 with 
LTC/health problems you are eligible to have a one off Pneumonia jab. Please make an 
appointment with the surgery.                                                

To find out more about the practice and to be actively involved in future 
developments consider joining the PATIENTS PARTICIPATION GROUP. For more info 
contact Practice Manager Sam Masters.  email Sam.Masters@gp-k83070.nhs.uk 

Bugbrooke Big Garden Birdwatch 2017 
The annual Bugbrooke Birdwatch will be on the weekend of January 28th-29th 2017. As 
usual, Tally forms will be available at Petstop or from me. If you took part last year I shall 
put one through your door, or if you gave me your email address, you will receive an 
email from me shortly before the Birdwatch weekend. This weekend is chosen to 
coincide with the national RSPB birdwatch, so if you take part in that, you would be 
helping to establish what is happening to birds locally by joining in with the Bugbrooke 
Birdwatch. The tally forms need to be returned to me or to Petstop by the 6th February 
and the results will appear in the April LINK. If you opt to receive them by email I will 
send them to you as soon as the results have been collated. All you have to do is watch 
the birds in your garden for one hour during the weekend and count how many you see 
of each species together at one time. You should not add them up so you will probably 
see only 2, 3, or 4 together at one time. 
Margaret Cooke. 832125 
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Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Another year has flown by. We have enjoyed demonstrations, outings and workshops, 
welcomed new members and visitors, helped at the Hobbycraft Show and Gardeners 
World Live and joined with other clubs at Area events.  We had a great day at 
Portsmouth including a visit to the superb Mary Rose Experience.  Thanks to Dianne for 
organising the outings so efficiently and Simone and Janet for all the work involved with 
the workshops.  We are looking forward to a day at Arley Hall and a Christmas workshop 
in December. 

Our AGM will be on January 23rd followed by a buffet supper. 
Visitors are always welcome at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each 
month at 7.45pm. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke WI 
Hello everybody. To those of you who came to our fashion show on 28th October, thank 
you for your support and we hope you enjoyed the evening. 

 We have had a fairly busy summer. We were made very welcome when we visited 
Canons Ashby in August. There was so much to absorb in the house on one visit which 
we rounded off with tea and cakes from the cafe. The house and gardens are well worth 
another visit.  Also in August we had a conducted tour of Gallone's ice cream factory. 
This was very interesting and informative and we were amazed at how much ice cream 
could be made in such a small space. At the end of the tour we all sampled some of the 
delicious flavours. 

 At our September meeting we were given a brief history of candle making by 
Marianne Parry and were able to purchase finished articles from a wonderful selection, 
many of which were decorated ready for Christmas. We enjoyed a hot supper in October 
before our AGM and in November our brains will be tested with a fun quiz. 

 You may like to join us on Monday December 5th when Elisabeth Robinson will be 
entertaining us with poetry and songs.  All very festive and fun. 

 Visitors (at £3.50) and new members are always very welcome so do come to a 
meeting and get to know us better.  For more information please contact Carole 
Bowling on 01604 832421. 
 Muriel Smith and Brenda Astell 

Village Profile 
Tony Pace  - Volunteer Driver, Treasurer of the Community Café, Treasurer/Trustee of 

the Bugbrooke East Africa Trust, Treasurer/Trustee of Friends of St 
Michael’s Church 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in 1944 in Guildford and christened in Whitby. Both my 
parents were Geordies. I grew up in London. After school I was an 
engineering apprentice with the De Havilland Aircraft Company in 
Hatfield and it was while I was there that I first used a computer, an 
Elliot 803. I have been using computers ever since. When I married 
Sue in 1967 we lived in a flat off Clapham Common. She was 
nursing at St Thomas’ Hospital and I was a research student at 
Imperial College. In 1970 we moved to Oxford, where all our 

children were born, and I was working for the N.H.S. on early computer projects. Later 
we moved to Winchester and then to Chelmsford. We came to Bugbrooke in 1984 when 
I got a job working for a computer science company in Milton Keynes. 
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Were you welcomed into Bugbrooke? 
At the start I barely knew Bugbrooke. For the first few years I was always busy repairing 
our house (No.1 Church Lane) so I hardly saw the village. Of course Sue immediately 
became very involved with village life as she was nurse at the surgery and our children 
went to local schools. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. I think so. My parents both worked which was unusual at that time, but I thought it 
quite normal. My father was a civil servant and my mother was in advertising and a strong 
character. Some of my friends were a bit nervous of her. We lived in a small flat on Fulham 
Road. Later we moved to Muswell Hill. My parents spent most of their money on my 
education. They believed it was the most important thing they could give me. I attended 
boarding school from the age of 5 to 11 and then went to Highgate School as a day boy. I 
have one sister who is 10 years younger than me, but we are not close. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
Its rural location and the openness and honesty of most people. I know it’s not the prettiest 
village but the people are great. Hugely supportive, for which we have always been 
extremely grateful. When Sue was first ill the cards and messages of support were 
overwhelming. And it continued that way later. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
The town of Northampton. 
Do you have an ambition? 
Right now to build more schools in Tanzania. There is such serious need there. 
When did you first go there? 
We had been as tourists but Sue and I went first with a Volunteer Company in 2005.  It was 
something we both wanted to do when we retired but never expected it to become a long 
term commitment. It was a way of avoiding the cold dull winters here. I taught Maths and 
Physics at the Secondary School there and Sue nursed in a local hospital. The following 
year we went to Sri Lanka where we repaired a school and this lead to the idea of building 
and repairing schools in Tanzania. We joined the Bugbrooke East Africa Trust which helps 
with fund raising. It became the dominant theme of our retirement. We came to love 
Tanzania and feel really at home there. 
What are you most proud of? 
Of Sue and what she achieved. Also of our children and grandchildren. 
Anyone you admire? 
I admire people who get things done. 
Do you enjoy music and sport? 
I prefer classical music. Can’t play an instrument – wish I could. I’m not a sporty person but 
I enjoy going to all the Saints matches. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
Genius – Richard Feynman by James Gleick, and  Vikram Seth’s  A Suitable Boy. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
I loved History and Geography, so probably something in archaeology or geology — 
something with a scientific base. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
As someone who is opinionated and difficult and who got things done. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Try things – don’t be afraid or put off by people who tell you not to. And don’t pay too much 
attention to advice from older people! 
Interview by Pat Kent 
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Bugbrooke Beavers 
Beavers have had a busy term earning badges. We started the term by welcoming six 
new Beavers and making the most of the light nights by exploring the woods and finding 
out what trees and animals lived there, with 
all Beavers completing their Explorers badge. 
The highlight of the term was the sleepover 
held in the Scout hut, where we joined with 
Flore Beavers to enjoy games, go on a hike 
along the canal and wave to the train drivers 
from the bridge. They then visited the woods 
to collect leaves and twigs to make pictures. 
It was then back to the hut to have a campfire 
and cook their dinner on it and build their 
cardboard tents to sleep in. They were given 
cardboard boxes and a table to make them 
with and in teams they all constructed their 
tent for the night. We have some budding 
architects and builders and had some 
fantastic tents built. 

Beavers have also celebrated 
Halloween and learnt about Guy Fawkes by 
making mini guys from socks and burning 
them on a campfire. 
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Peter Gilkes captured this great view of the Church spire, highlighted by a rainbow, on 
11th November. 

Roade Community Orchestra 
Roade Community Orchestra invites you to a Christmas Concert at Roade Primary 
School, Hartwell Road, Roade on Tuesday 6th December at 7.00pm.  Come and enjoy a 
selection of seasonal music along with film and classical favourites.  There will, of course, 
be festive refreshments in the interval and a chance to chat with Ian Riley, the musical 
director, and members of the orchestra if your New Year’s resolution is to take up music 
again and you are interested in joining us.  Tickets are available on the door.  Adults £5, 
children £3 including refreshments.  For more information about the orchestra please visit 
our website www.roadecommunityorchestra.com.  

Bugbrooke History Group 
Mary Lucy Pendered was an amazing woman who did a huge amount during her life. She 
started writing stories for a magazine and then novels which were very early Mills and 
Boone stories and immensely popular. Many of the settings are recognisably 
Northamptonshire. She was a suffragette and member of the Fabians, also a friend of 
George Bernard Shaw. Jon Paul Carr gave a fascinating talk about this writer at our 
September meeting. 

It is interesting how nothing is totally new, so therefore we should not be surprised 
that ‘journalistic spin’ has always happened. At our next meeting Kevin Varty from Milton 

http://www.roadecommunityorchestra.com/
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Keynes Museum, will show us photos and film of the 1st World War as reported in 
England and compare it with the American coverage. England had censorship, America 
didn’t. A magic lantern (brought up to date) will show the pictures and I shall report on 
this next time. 

Nothing of significance was shown up by the survey of the Rugby pitch. But there is 
still a suspicion that there is something lurking beneath the turf. It would be wonderful to 
find something to rival Nether Heyford’s Roman Villa and Harpole’s Roman mosaic. (I 
have suggested that the horse skeleton found under the Millennium Green could be 
Shergar, but I think that’s doubtful.) 

We of the History Group are not of weak and feeble disposition and therefore I 
hope will be tempted to join the next Winter Walk on Jan 2nd 2017. Origins of Street 
names and House names on the High Street and the people who lived there will be the 
focus of the walk, and warming winter refreshments will be provided in the Sunday 
School (Community Café). Everybody welcome. Bring the family or come alone. 
Pat Kent (secretary) Tel 01604830518 

Did you know? 
If you take the footpath from the Old Crown (off Heyford Road) towards Upper Stowe 
you cross the railway via a pedestrian bridge. If you look along the line towards Stowe 
Tunnel the track will appear to be unusually wide. This is because sidings once stood on 
either side of the track. They were known as Heyford Sidings and were used to enable 
long goods trains to pull off the track so that fast passenger trains could overtake them. 
John Curtis 

The Wednesday Club  
Hello everyone, writing this on November 1st what a glorious show of autumn colours 
we see around us from the trees, which this year have had an abundance of leaves, 
even the fallen ones are a picture. So on to the Club news. 

 September 7th – We return after the August break, which seemed ages. Time to 
guess the total cash in the ‘Tiddler Jar’ not easy but we try. (Yours truly) guessed £16.76 
just 51p short of correct amount £17.27 which goes to a charity of the winner’s choosing, 
Parkinson’s Disease was my choice. Then followed our normal meeting. 

 October 5th – It was Fish and Chips lunch today from the mobile van, it was very 
tasty. Cups of tea were served with them followed by homemade trifle. A cheque for 
£1,000 has again been sent to the club by an anonymous donor. A letter of grateful 
thanks will be sent to the generous person. 

 November 2nd  − We had an outing today to an Old Time Music Hall. 23 
members and friends set off in two minibuses to the Deco in Northampton. ‘Glory of the 
Music Hall’ was very professionally done. There was a sing along with all the good old 
songs as far back as the 1914−18 war, comedy from Richard Gauntlett who had 
everyone in stitches. The Master of Ceremonies Peter John was dressed in a pearly 
king costume and sang all the old songs from London and then dressed in a ghostly 
costume and did a scene as a monster as it was Halloween week. Linda Watts gave a 
very good performance of songs with a wonderful voice. Background music was 
provided by a very good lady keyboard player. Afternoon tea followed the show in the 
dining area, a glass of white sparkling wine, a plate of mixed sandwiches and cakes with 
tea and coffee very much enjoyed by all. We then boarded the minibuses and arrived 
back at our homes safely. 

‘Would be’ members don’t know what they are missing! So think about joining us 
soon please. Ring Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870. 
Mrs D.M. French    



23 



 
24 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Classics 
for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Jigsaw Exchange, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (two 
groups). 

Future events (note that the December meeting is on the second Monday 
afternoon): 

Monday 12 December at 2.00pm – ‘Sophisticated Ladies of the Night - the 19th 
Century Parisian Courtesans’ by David Price. An illustrated talk about these ladies, 
who despite humble origins, became wealthier and better-dressed (and often more 
intelligent) than the contemporary aristocracy. 

Monday 16 January at 2.00pm – ‘Queen Victoria’s Granddaughters’ by Jonathan 
Wilmot. The impact of 22 diverse royal ladies on world history and social welfare over 
120 years. 
Enquiries to 01327-340954 (Margaret Macintosh). 

Nature Notes 
I'm writing this on the 1st November after what has been an incredible October. The 
weather has been so kind. No frosts or gale-force winds that are often associated with 
the month of October... just a gentle, mild and mellow month that has seen the 
colours of autumn develop into a magnificent palette of golds, oranges and reds. The 
field maples and cornus with their distinctive yellows, the cherries with their orangey 
pinks and of  course the spindles and acers give us the wonderful reds. The dahlias 
are still going strong, as are the asters and roses. Autumn is certainly one of my 
favourite times of the year. Yes I know that you can only have one favourite, but each 
season is my favourite for different reasons. I so enjoy the season changes, spring for 
its hopefulness, optimism and excitement, summer in all its glory, autumn for its 
misty, mellow days and winter for the warming log fires and casseroles. The shorter 
days mean we hunker down in front of the log fire in the evenings and plan our 
garden for next spring. This time of the year, once the clocks have changed, the 
season feels well established and our lifestyles change with it. Out come the cookery 
books. I enjoy cooking and baking when I can't get out in the garden. The longer 
evenings mean you might be reading more. I definitely feel I'm like a hibernating bear. 

Not only are we enjoying our winter warming foods, but the birds too are 
certainly enjoying the foods I put out for them at this time of the year. I've added suet/
seed blocks and another mix of seeds that are apparently winter warmers to the nuts 
and seeds they've had all summer. I think they enjoy a change. The feeding stations 
are certainly busier. Just today I've spotted long tailed tits, coal tits, chaffinches, 
greenfinches, goldfinches, siskins and yellow hammers and of course loads of robins 
and the occasional wren scuttling about. I was also pleased to see the return of the 
pied wagtails... not seen them for a while. Even the buzzard briefly came into the 
garden today. 
Pamela Cox 
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Bugbrooke Scouts 
Do you have a few hours a month to spare to help with running the Bugbrooke Scout 
Group? The committee are looking for new members, including a Treasurer and a 
Secretary, to support the group. The committee is a great opportunity to get involved in 
the community and provide support so that the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts can continue 
with their exciting activities. We meet roughly once a month and are a very friendly 
bunch! Please contact Vicki Holland (vicki.holland@hotmail.co.uk) for more information if 
you are interested. The group also have vacancies in the Leadership team to work with 
Cubs and Scouts. Please contact Group Scout Leader Tony Inwood on 01604 591680 or 
primroselodge@mail.com for more information. 

Christmas Drink and Drug Driving Campaign 
A Christmas campaign to target drink and drug driving will be run by Northamptonshire 
Police throughout December. 

Officers will be out and about across the county taking breath test readings from 
drivers during a focused, countywide period of activity dealing with these offences. 
These enforcement activities will be carried out by officers from the joint Safer Roads 
Team (Northamptonshire Police and Northamptonshire Fire & Rescue Service), as part 
of their work to cut the number of collisions on the county’s roads. They will run alongside 
ongoing education work conducted by the team, which will take place within 
communities. 

Kamila Kemblowska, Safer Roads Team Community Engagement Officer, said: “We 
hope everyone will have a happy and safe Christmas. We would always say that if you’re 
driving, it’s better to have none for the road. “It is vital to remember that you could be over 
the legal alcohol limit many hours after your last drink so drinkers also need to be careful 
when considering taking to the wheel the morning after a heavy evening of alcohol 
consumption.” 
Drink and drug driving, points to remember: 

 Alcohol affects everyone’s driving for the worse. It creates a feeling of 
overconfidence, makes judging distance and speed more difficult and slows your 
reactions so it takes longer to stop. 

 If you are planning to drink alcohol, it is sensible to also plan how to get home 
without driving. Agree on a designated driver, save a taxi number to your phone 
or make sure you are familiar with public transport routes and times before 
venturing out. 

 Avoid offering an alcoholic drink to someone you know is planning to drive. 

 Don’t accept a lift from a driver you know has consumed alcohol. 
It is illegal to drive if either you are unfit to do so because you’re on legal or illegal 
drugs or you have certain levels of illegal drugs in your blood. 
Police officers can stop you and carry out a roadside drug test to screen for 
cannabis and cocaine. 

 If you’re convicted of drug driving you could get: a minimum one year driving ban, 
an unlimited fine, up to six months in prison, a criminal record. Causing death by 
dangerous driving under the influence of drugs is a prison sentence of up to 14 
years. 

 A drink driving conviction can lead to a 12 month driving ban, a criminal record, a 
fine, up to six months in prison and an endorsement on your licence for 11 years. 

mailto:vicki.holland@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:primroselodge@mail.com
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100 Years Ago – October and November 1916 
On the Western Front, the protracted Battle of the Somme was drawing to a close, 
with slow incremental successes by British and French forces, the latter securing 
their noted victory at Verdun on 24 October. 

The other Fronts were also active – though unfairly referred to sometimes as 
‘sideshows’, but dangerous enough for those involved – with small Allied successes 
in Russia, Yugoslavia, Albania and in the Baltic. Allied success on land and to some 
degree in the air, with frequent aerial bombardment of enemy held ports such as 
Ostend and Zeebrugge, was offset by German offensive activity at sea, particularly in 
the Channel. 

The local infantry regiment – the Northamptonshires – had five battalions 
involved at some stage on the Somme, gaining six related Battle Honours. The first 
of the regiment’s five Victoria Crosses during the war was gazetted during this 
period, that to Sergeant William Ewart BOULTER of the 6th (Service) Battalion, for 
his actions at Trones Wood on the Somme on 14 July, announced in the London 
Gazette Supplement of 26 October. This battalion suffered particularly severe 
casualties later, including their Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel George 
Eustace RIPLEY, who succumbed on 16 October in Northampton following 
amputation of a shattered arm. 

On a happier note, the former rugby-playing Edgar MOBBS, now a Lieutenant-
Colonel, returned on 25 October to take command of the 7th (Service) Battalion at 
the Front, after treatment for a shoulder wound. 

Here in Northamptonshire, 1 October saw the first local aerial bombardment, 
when a Zeppelin dropped some 15 bombs near Kirby Hall, outside Corby. In 
Bugbrooke, the school log is quite bland, though on 19 October a visitor gave a 
briefing on the ‘War Savings Scheme’ followed on 31 October by the headmaster, 
Frank WRIGHT, nominating each Tuesday as ‘War Savings Afternoon’. He records 
an outbreak of whooping cough on 13 November, the only other apparent departure 
from school routine. 

However, there may have been some discussion in the village over another 
matter, for the Northampton Mercury of Friday 16 October reported that the Rector of 
Bugbrooke, Ernest Wivelsfield HARRISON, had appeared in Northampton Police 
Court on Saturday 7 October. He had to answer a charge relating to the ringing of 
bells more than an hour after sunset (on Wednesday 27 September), apparently in 
contravention of ‘Defence of the Realm Regulations’ and about which he had 
previously been warned. (It seems that the sound of loud bells was considered a 
potential navigational aid to enemy aircraft, as – perhaps more realistically - were 
bright lights). After some legal argument, the Summons was dismissed on payment 
of four shillings in costs. 

This case must have caused something of a stir, for it was reported in several 
other newspapers across the country. 

The Northampton Mercury also carried reports of the local Tribunals, which 
considered appeals from individuals against their conscription and appeals by the 
Army against Tribunal decisions delaying conscription. 

Among the Bugbrooke men featured in this period was Frederick HEFFORD, an 
unmarried carrier and baker aged 36, reported in the issue of 6 October. He asked 
for absolute exemption on the grounds that with two brothers already killed he was 
now in sole charge of the family business. As he was apparently a former Yeomanry 
soldier, his appeal was dismissed and he was granted a short exemption to 31 
October, to make arrangements to enlist (!). 
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Another was Bernard MOORE, an unmarried farmer aged 35, where the Army was 
appealing against his deferment, reported on 17 November. His ‘certificate’ [of 
deferment?] was reduced from 31 March 1917 to 1 January, with the comment that this 
was ‘not final’. 

Already serving in the Army in England, Harry AMBLER, by now trained in 
signalling, was appointed to a commission in the Royal Engineers, as a Temporary 
Second Lieutenant, from 1 October (as announced in the London Gazette of 4 
November), destined for posting overseas as a Signals Officer. 

Charles Henry EALES, aged 25, attested on 9 October for the 7th (Service) 
Battalion, the Northamptonshires, one of at least three brothers who served (and one of 
whom died – Walter Frederick, in 1917).   

Edwin John GILKES, aged 20, who had attested in December 1915 and been 
placed on the Reserve, was mobilised on 13 October, joining the 3rd Battalion, 
Northamptonshires, on 15 October.  

Joseph William HAKES, who had enlisted in the 4th (Territorial) Battalion, the 
Northamptonshires in October 1914, but only went to France on 1 September 1916, 
having transferred to the 5th (Reserve) Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, returned to 
England on 9 October, possibly wounded, remaining here until his discharge in 1919 with 
‘50% disability’. 

The only Bugbrooke-related fatality during this period was Sergeant William Edward 
WESTLE, 13th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), who went 
to France on 30 July 1915 and was killed in action there on 15 November 1916 (just 
seven months after the loss in France of his younger brother Henry Thomas, serving with 
the 5th (Service) Battalion, the Northamptonshires). Although born in east London, both 
boys had been fostered happily in Bugbrooke, writing back here after leaving school, 
William being returned to London to start an apprenticeship. He is commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial on the Somme; he left a widow in London, Laura, who remarried in 
December 1919, by which time she had received not only his back pay of £4.6s.3d, but 
his War Gratuity of £12. 

On the world stage, an ‘Independent State of Poland’ was declared jointly by 
Germany and Austro-Hungary on 5 November, President Woodrow Wilson was re-
elected President of the USA on 7 November, and Emperor Franz Joseph of Austro-
Hungary died on 21 November, succeeded by his nephew, Karl. 

And finally, the Battle of the Somme ended officially on 18 November 1916. 
Roger Colbourne for the 100 Years Project. 

Care, Commit and Contribute: Campion 2016-2017 
 It is a great pleasure to be able to share this Campion update with you, in the first of 
what will become a regular feature of the Bugbrooke LINK.    

 In September 2016 we introduced our focus for the forthcoming school year; Care, 
Commit and Contribute.  This statement reflects our high expectations that all Campion 
students care about themselves and each other and commit to making a positive 
difference within their school and local community.  Indeed, making a difference captures 
the focus on contribute, which makes clear the expectation that our students are involved 
in extra-curricular involvement, both in school and beyond.   

Campion colleagues work hard to provide the best teaching and care for each of our 
learners and their commitment extends well beyond the school day.  The Autumn Term 
has been typically busy with the usual wide range of activities which our students enjoy; 
awards evenings, visits to the theatre, visits from theatre companies, music 
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performances, a visit to Auschwitz, County sporting successes and a fiercely contested 
inter-house table tennis competition give just a glimpse of the wide range of 
experiences which have occurred in just the past seven weeks – the school diary is 
certainly packed!  In addition we have been awarded the Schools Games Mark for the 
first time and we continue to retain our International School Award which recognises 
the international learning which takes place at Campion - we were delighted to 
welcome once again to our Sixth Form international students who join us to deepen 
their knowledge and broaden their life experience.   

 We were also very pleased to welcome our Year 7 students as they began their 
Campion journey.  Many of these students had already joined us for an exciting 
‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ themed summer school and it has been super to 
see our students growing in confidence each day as they have got to know each other, 
our staff and the school environment better.  We place a high value on transition 
programmes to provide the best possible support for our Year 6 students, recognising 
the significant changes they face when moving from primary to secondary; our primary 
colleagues play an important role in this work too and therefore I am delighted to say 
that through the support of colleagues both in Campion and beyond, our Year 7 
students have made a super start to their Campion career. 

 During 2016-17 we celebrate 50 years of Campion School.  A series of exciting 
events are being planned to celebrate this important landmark.  If you or someone you 
know has a link with Campion, please do tell them about the Campion at 50 Facebook 
group which provides a great series of recollections from ex-students and 
colleagues.  Viewing the information on the site is an experience in itself and I 
recommend this to you.   The Facebook page will also include dates and details of the 
celebration events.   As we look ahead to our celebrations, I do hope you will be able to 
join us at some stage and discover more about the Campion community.    

 I look forward to providing a further update on school life in the next edition.  Until 
then, on behalf of all Campion students, colleagues and friends, my very best wishes. 
Claire Whitmore, Headteacher 

Bugbrooke Guides 
We would like to thank the village for their support with our annual jumble sale in 
October, whether you donated some goodies or came to buy; it was a successful day. 
We had weather issues which perhaps kept the number of visitors down but to those 
who supported I hope you got some bargains. A special thanks to all who came to help 
sell, or removed the left overs; some with old connections to Bugbrooke guides and 
some who have no connection but come and help anyway. A massive thanks. 

However we would also like to make an apology. If you selected items for the 
guides to collect on the Friday evening, as our slips said and then we didn’t come and 
collect in your street. So sorry. This was due to manpower on the Friday evening; we 
will make every effort to fulfil our promise and correct this error on Fri 22nd Sept 2017 
when we will again be collecting for the Jumble sale on Sat 23rd September at the 
community centre.  

We will be subsidizing our activities through the year, Thank You.  
Historically the left over rag is collected and the funds from it goes to the 

Bugbrooke East Africa Trust. We would like to say how much we enjoyed the talk Tony 
Pace gave to the guides about the school in Tanzania and it’s nice to know we have 
helped buy some tables and chairs. Thanks Tony. 

We are away over firework weekend to ‘Conkers’ in Derbyshire staying in the YHA 
and enjoying 2 days of activities including:- construction derby, shelter building, bare 
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foot walk, fireworks display, fantastic parks and environment centre; ending with kata 
canoeing.  

The photo shows the useful bar in the Sunday school rooms, ideal for Donuts on 
string — who hasn’t done that for a while? and apple bobbing of course.   

Big Happy 80th Birthday to Shirley (Nan) Botterill on 22nd November (one of those 
jumble helpers I mentioned who has been helping us for years.)  
Jane Evans, Helen Chick and Chloe Betts 
Waiting List 01604 832710 
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Morgan, enjoying the lovely 

autumn weather we had this 

October. 



The Big Dig 
Thank you so much to all the helpers who came today to help with THE BIG DIG at the 
primary school!  

66 holes were dug ready for the saplings being delivered this coming week!  
Thank you to Tamzine for cooking the bacon rolls and keeping the hot drinks flowing 

on this fresh cold morning!  
Elizabeth Wood – Harding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bugbrooke Allotment Association 
The growing year has almost come to an end although the brassica family will be 
delivering throughout the cold months. Then there are parsnips and leeks which can be 
harvested over winter. The annual general meeting in October was well attended and we 
now have all plots rented except one until the end September 2017. 

The allotments are at the western end of the village next to Pinnegar and Barnes, 
where there is vehicle access to all plots (subject to ground conditions) and a water supply 
through standpipes. 

If you would like to experience the flavours of growing your own as a plot holder  
please contact either: 
Dave Marshall (Chair) on (01604) 831016 or dandj.marshall@gmail.com 
Peter Wilkins (Secretary) on (01604) 832609 or peter.wilkins1@yahoo.co.uk 
or Jill Boys (Treasurer) on (01604) 830378 or jill_boys@yahoo.com 
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The Woodland Trust have donated 3 

bags of 30 saplings to the school. The 

children will be planting them. 
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Bugbrooke OAP Gift Scheme 
All of the application forms for the Christmas Vouchers have been collected and the 
vouchers will be prepared for distribution during early December. 

Having completed our fundraising events for this year, may I on behalf of the 
committee, express our thanks to all of the individuals, businesses and organisations 
who throughout the year, contribute in various ways to our scheme.  Without all of their 
generosity, we would not be able to offer the vouchers for the recipients and the local 
businesses would not benefit from the vouchers being spent within the village. 

The committee would like to wish everyone a very happy and healthy Christmas 
and New Year. 
Nigel Burt (Chairman) 

Back from Tanzania 
I have just come back from a two week trip to Tanzania where I 
went to the Form 4 graduation of our Tanzanian "daughter" Mary. 
She has done very well and is expected to get a top grade pass in 
the national exams which will enable her to go on to Sixth Form. 

The whole family are 
very proud of her 
and Sue would have 
loved to have been 
there. 
     I also went to the 
very first Form 4 
g r a d u a t i o n  a t 
Olmotonyi Forest 
School which we 
built with your help 
and support since 
2013. The Form 4 
students, who we 
have known since 
they first arrived, had 
insisted that I must be there for their 
graduation. It was all great fun and they 
even remembered how Sue used to help 
them and repair their clothes. The school 
is flourishing and it is already recognised 
as one of the best community schools in 
the area. But of course there is always 
more to do. They still want more 
classrooms and laboratories but their 
priority is for a girls dormitory. 
      Within Tanzanian culture, girls are 
valued less than boys and many parents 
do not consider schooling for girls to be a 
high priority. Girls are expected to take on 
household duties when they are at home 
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which interferes with their 
s tudy .  Some more 
traditional families like to 
get their daughters 
married off early. While all 
these att itudes are 
changing, it will take time, 
particularly in the rural 
areas. However, the 
evidence shows that if girls 
can attend school and 
avoid these problems, they 
take to education even 
better than boys. The 
simple solution is to allow 
the girls to stay in 
dormitories during term 
time. 
      Building and equipping 

a dormitory with 
washing facilities is 
expensive and we 
have been trying to 
raise the money for 
the last year. So far 
we have raised 
£40,000. We had 
hoped that that 
would be enough to 
start the first phase 
but devaluation of 
the pound following 
Brexit has not 
helped. Now we 
need closer to 
£50,000 for the first 
phase to house 60 
girls. The eventual 
target is to house 
120 girls. With the 
additional teacher house that will be required to provide supervision, the entire complex 
will cost close to £120,000. 

If that is not enough to do, I know of at least two other rural schools that urgently 
need dormitories so if any of you feel like giving to charity this Christmas, please 
remember the Bugbrooke East Africa Trust (Sort code: 08 92 99; Ac: 65383296) every 
penny given will get to Africa, there are no overheads. And if you know anyone who has 
won the Lottery or have a rich friend looking for a good cause, please tell them about us. 
Very best wishes -Tony Pace 
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Agricultural and commercial burglaries and thefts 
Quad bikes, trailers and metal items which could be sold on as scrap are being 
targeted. As the nights are now longer, police are encouraging the public to be 
more vigilant to vehicles moving around after dark in rural locations. If you think it is 
suspicious it probably is. Obtain as many details as possible e.g. registration 
number, make, model, colour and number of occupants.  

Ring 999 if crime in progress or 101 to report suspicious circumstances. 
Store any valuable equipment, tools, and saddlery in secure buildings behind 

strong locked doors and/or build a metal storage cage inside a building and keep it 
locked. Consider fitting audible alarms. Where possible mark or etch tools and 
machinery, fit outside security lights controlled by automatic time switches or 
infrared beams, and consider fitting security alarms and CCTV. 
‘Take Five’ Campaign 
Northamptonshire Police is supporting the launch of a major new campaign 
designed to tackle financial fraud. 

The aim is to put consumers and businesses back in control with straight-
forward advice to help prevent financial fraud and encourage people to take a 
moment. It is designed to remind people that it pays to “stop and think”. 

‘Take Five’ is the first national campaign to be backed by all the major banks 
and other financial service providers across the UK , and is asking everyone to help 
protect themselves from financial fraud by remembering some simple advice: 

Never disclose security details such as PIN or full password – it is never okay 
to reveal these details 
Don’t assume an email request or caller is genuine – people are not always 
who they say they are 
Do not be rushed – a genuine bank or organisation will not mind waiting to give 
you time to stop and think. The fraudster will be relying on your greed. 
Listen to your sensible instincts – if something feels wrong then it is usually 
right to pause and question it. Do not let avarice cloud your judgement 
Stay in control – have the confidence to refuse unusual requests for information 

Car Theft 
The Joint Prevention and Community Protection Department would like to warn 
people that their vehicles and contents can be vulnerable to theft, and as we 
approach Christmas, would like to reinforce the message that basic security 
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measures can help keep property safe 
Do not leave expensive items such as Sat Navs, mobile phones, laptops, bags, 
and other valuables on display in the car.  
Credit and debit cards, cheque books, cash, vehicle registration documents, 
and mail with your address on it should not be left in the car 
Take them with you or lock them in the boot 
Ensure your vehicle is fitted with an immobilizer as well as an alarm, (minimum 
a steering wheel lock) 
When leaving the vehicle unattended, remove the ignition key and lock all 
doors. 

Stay Safe with Electrical Goods 
In the last year, the proportion of fire claims caused by electrical faults has risen by 
35%, now accounting for over a quarter of overall fire claims. 

In addition to some of the more traditional causes for electrical faults such as 
tumble dryers and washing machines, other culprits include electric blankets as well 
as smaller appliances which require chargers such as e-cigarettes, mobile phones, 
tablets and laptops. 

Remember: 
Don’t leave appliances charging unsupervised 
Use official/original chargers 
Buy electrical items from a reputable source 
Follow manufacturer’s instructions 
Don’t charge a damaged battery 
Don’t cover items, they emit heat 
Don’t leave large household appliances on if you leave the house or overnight 
Don’t overload extension cables with multiple appliances 
Make sure you have an operational smoke alarm fitted in the home 

Unexpected Callers 
Police are reminding people never to open their doors to unexpected callers 
following distraction burglaries in Hartwell and Bugbrooke. 

Two men called at the victims’ homes offering to do some hedge cutting, 
before then asking for a drink. While the elderly home owners have gone to get a 
drink, the men have entered the property and stolen items, including cash, from 
within. 

Make sure you can see who it is at the door before you answer it, and if you 
don’t know who it is don’t open it. 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal for 2016 
 I would very much like to thank everybody who gave to this year’s worthwhile 
poppy appeal. 

A special thank you to the Parish Council, who purchased a wreath again, all 
the shops and public houses in the village who put out boxes and collecting tins, 
plus each of the schools in the village. Again I wish to thank Terry Ward for all his 
support and advice. A personal thank you too should go to Ethan Akehurst, who 
sold poppies door-to-door. The final sum raised by the village of Bugbrooke was 
£1100.84 which is slightly higher than last year’s total of £1036.67.  
 John Perkins (Poppy Appeal Organiser) 
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Diary    

December    

 4 4pm Tree of Eternal Light Service Ch 

5 7.30pm W.I. – Poetry and Songs C.C. 

6 7 pm Roade Community Orchestra 
Roade Pry 
School 

10 2pm – 5pm Scouts/Cubs/Beavers Christmas Fair Scout hut 

12 2p.m. U3A -Sophisticated Ladies of the Night C.C. 

January     

2 2pm 
History Walk starts from Sunday School 
  

S.S. 

9 7.30pm W.I.   Coast to Coast C.C. 

16 2pm U3A – Queen Victoria’s Granddaughters C.C. 

23 7.45pm Flower Club – A.G.M. N.H.V.H. 

February 

6 7.30pm W.I. - Woodturning C.C. 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels  CC - Community Centre  SS - Sunday School 
BC - Bugbrooke Chapel     VH - Village Hall     NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall 

Announcements 
The family of the late Mrs Elsie Clarke would like to thank everyone who came to her 
funeral on 1st November. Elsie had lived out of the village in a care home for three 
years and had not been able to participate fully in her previous village activities for 
several years before that, and yet the church was two-thirds full and that meant so 
much to us. 

Thank you too to all the people in Bugbrooke who made it possible for our mum/
nanny to live independently at 4 Church Lane for seven years after she was diag-
nosed with dementia. In particular Judy Ryan, Sheila Willmore, Jean Marshall, the 
lovely staff at Harben's hairdressers, Annie Boswell, Dot Furniss, Lynn Ormerod, 
Judy Smith and many others who kept a friendly eye on her.  

What a special place this village is. 
Lynne and Dave Clayson, Jenny, Liz and families 
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Bugbrooke LINK Committee 

wishes everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a prosperous 

new year 

The Glebe Field Carol 

(Tune: Good King Wenceslas) 

 

Bugbrooke’s Church may now be seen 

(Its rector’s name is Stephen) 

From a newly laid out green, 

Broad if not too even. 

Brightly shines the sun at noon 

Down on two fine benches, 

Where the Bugbrooke lads could soon 

Be seated with their wenches. 

 

Down Ace Lane now stands a gate 

 In the stone wall breachéd; 

Thus the field that holds the Fete 

From two sides may be reachéd. 

See the path wind gently through, 

Mums and toddlers strolling; 

See the car park laid out too; 

Hear the church bells tolling.  


