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Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in the 
factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not necessarily 
 endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 200), October 2016 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
Now that the weather has turned it may be tempting to stay indoors 
and close the curtains. However, as the seasons change there is 
plenty to see and explore outside particularly around the village, in 
green spaces, on footpaths and by the canal. 

For those who are observant and have the time and inclination to stop and stare, 
there are wonderful things to see whether itôs the glimpse of a kingfisher or an amazing 
cloud formation. If you get the chance why not take a photo and send it to us for 
inclusion in the LINK Magazine to share with others. 

Whilst we love your photos, itôs vital that we receive written contributions and really 
appreciate the regular contributors as well as the one off stories. Please make a note to 
send us something and if you need a prompt, send us your email address and weôll add 
you to the reminder list. 

By being quietly determined and functioning well as a committee, and with the 
support of all our advertisers over the years, we have reached the 200th issue of this 
magazine and whilst we celebrate this milestone we definitely need your help to 
continue. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 
November 2016, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 
preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The final report from Warwick University, following the archaeological survey of the new 
burial ground, has been received by the Parish Council.  It will be passed on to 
Bugbrooke History Society and will be located in the Community Centre along with 
artefacts that were found on the site.  An electronic copy of the report will be available 
on the new parish website. 

The Parish Council has purchased a defibrillator and this has now been installed 
on the wall outside the doctorôs surgery at the end of Levitts Road.  This is for use if 
someone suffers a heart attack.  In such circumstances it is most important that some 
medical attention is given as soon as possible.  Approximately 20 people attended an 
instruction session on its use in August and it is hoped to run a second session one 
evening in October, but it is not imperative to have attended before you can use the 
equipment. In an emergency, a call to the ambulance service will provide the caller with 
the access code for the cabinet.  Once the defibrillator is released from the wall and 
opened up it will talk users through the process of giving immediate aid to any sufferer. 

The Parish Council is to create a new Facebook page in order to be able to better 
transmit information to the community.  It is not intended that this will be a two way 
process and will only involve the supply of information from the Parish Council.  Anyone 
wishing to make comment should do so via the Parish Clerk or attend the public 
speaking session at the start of each Parish Council meeting on the second Monday of 
each month, at the Community Centre, starting at 7.30 p.m. 

Front Page:   Marie Davisôs picture óThe Moon Wharfô provides a dramatic front page 
for this issue of LINK. 
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New rubbish bins and dog bins have been installed at various locations around the 
village, but if you feel there is a possible need for bins in other locations please contact 
the Parish Clerk and the issue will be discussed at the following meeting. 

Concern has been expressed about heavy lorries using the Cornhill Road.  There 
are notices at both ends of the route, recommending it is unsuitable for heavy traffic but 
numerous very large lorries are still using it to access local businesses.  The concern 
was expressed where there was almost a serious incident at the A5 end when a car was 
unable to enter Cornhill because a large lorry was taking up the road and traffic on the 
A5 was being forced towards the centre of the road.  The highways department and the 
police have been informed by the Parish Clerk and we are awaiting a response. 

The Parish Council has also asked South Northants Council to visit the areas 
around our local schools at the end of school days to witness parking problems 
experienced on a daily basis. 

Once again the childrenôs play area adjacent to the primary school has been subject 
to vandalism.  This occurred 31 August/1st September.  If anyone has any information as 
to how the damage occurred they are asked to contact the Parish Clerk.  Damage to play 
equipment is very expensive to repair and uses funding that could be spent elsewhere in 
the village. 
John Curtis 

Gold, Silver and Bronze! 
What an Olympics! What a Team GB!  Against all the odds and past 
experience, Team GB put their own impressive stamp on the Rio 
Olympics with 27 Gold, 23 Silver and 17 Bronze making 67 in all.  Which 
almost puts London 2012 into the shadows with 29 Gold, 17 Silver and 19 
Bronze, 65 in all!   

 This is all a far cry from the 1996 Atlanta Olympics where the 
equivalent of Team GB brought back 8 Silver and 6 Bronze with just one single Gold 
medal won by rowers Matthew Pinsent and Steve Redgrave which ensured that Great 
Britain maintained its record of winning at least one gold medal at every Summer 
Olympics. 

 Among all the excellent wall to wall coverage from the BBC and excellent 
commentaries and mind blowing facts and statistics, there was the underplaying of the 
cost to Rio and the lack of spectators alongside a lighter discussion led by Piers 
Morgan!   

 First he criticised the civic welcome given to the returning Welsh Football Team 
defeated in the semi-final of the Euro 2016 Football Tournament!  This was then followed 
by insulting Team GB by tweeting óJust canôt get excited by silver and bronze 
medals!  You win or you lose. Gold is all that matters.ô 

 The media coverage that followed was interesting but did nothing to dent the 
awarding of Gold, Silver and Bronze medals especially with England coming second, yes 
second, in the medal list and who could not be moved by the bronze medal hammer 
throw made by Sophie Hitchon! Well Done Team GBéé. 

 My only foray into anything athletic was during a small period in my life when I 
entered and finished 10 marathons!  4 Wolverhampton, 4 London and 2 Nottingham!  My 
best result was 20, 464th in my second London and 18th from last in my first Nottingham 
with a best time of 4 hours 19 minutes in my second Wolverhampton Marathon! 

 This said, my ten medals were exactly the same as all those who finished before 
me and also after me! 
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In Hebrews Chapter 12 v 1 and 2 we have one of the great, moving passages of 
the New Testament; in it the writer has given us a well-nigh perfect summary of the 
Christian life. 

Space denies a fuller commentary on the passage but itôs all wrapped around the 
race of life God has set before us and how we should set our minds on the prize; the 
prize of life eternal with God himself.   

This prize is equivalent to Gold for all who run the race.  It does not matter how 
well we do; we are not called to succeed but called to be faithful! 

If you want to know more about what God has for all those who follow him come 
and join his band of living saints who will help you though all the good and challenging 
parts of the race of life to collect the ultimate prize. 
The Revd. Stephen R.J. French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and 
Rothersthorpe  

Police Notice 
Advice to motorists after more than 1,000 vehicles reported stolen in a year 
More than 1,000 vehicles in Northamptonshire have been reported stolen within the last 
year, prompting a reminder to the public about how they can take steps to protect their 
belongings. 

The joint Prevention and Community Protection Department (Northamptonshire 
Police and Northamptonshire Fire & Rescue Service) would like to warn people that 
their vehicles and contents can be vulnerable to theft, but would like to reinforce the 
message that basic security measures can help keep property safe. 

From July 1, 2015 - June 30th, 2016, there were 1175 vehicles reported stolen in 
Northamptonshire; an average of 98 per month. During this time, there were also 3464 
thefts from motor vehicles reported to Northamptonshire Police. Crime Prevention 
Officer Brenda Hart said: ñMany vehicles seem so secure these days that I think a lot of 
people forget they can be vulnerable to theft. Too many people leave possessions on 
car or van seats, keep expensive items such as sat navs in glove compartments and 
leave bags or other valuables on display; perhaps not thinking that thieves only have to 
take a quick look inside and their belongings can suddenly become a target. We would 
like to remind people just how important it is to make sure their vehicles are secure and 
not to allow their belongings to become a temptation for thieves.ò 
Tips for protecting your vehicle and its contents 

¶ Donôt leave anything on display in your vehicle. Even an old coat on the back 
seat can be a temptation for a thief to steal first - and then think about value 
later. 

¶ When you leave your car, take your belongings with you. If you canôt and have 
no other option, then lock them in your boot. 

¶ In particular, avoid leaving the following items in your car: mobile phones; 
laptops; credit and debit cards; cheque books; cash; vehicle registration 
documents and private mail (especially with your address on it). 

¶ Security devices are a good deterrent for thieves, such as electronic 
immobilisers (which prevent cars from starting) and mechanical immobilisers 
such as steering wheel locks. 

¶ When you leave your vehicle, always remove the ignition key and lock all doors. 
It only takes a few seconds for a thief to jump into your vehicle and drive away. 
This should be remembered at all times ï even when paying for petrol or popping 
into a shop. 
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¶ Lock all doors and close all windows and the sunroof every time you leave your 
vehicle unattended, however briefly. 

¶ Business drivers should also be on the alert for irregularities in loading 
procedures and report this if seen. 

¶ Where possible, business drivers should use pre-planned secure overnight 
parking facilities and these should be decided before the journey is started. 

Bugbrooke Surgery 
CQC  Inspection Report  
Frequent users of the surgery will be aware that on 1st June we had the Care Quality 
Commissioners (CQC) Inspectors visit the practice to assess the standard of care 
provided by Bugbrooke Medical Practice. We are delighted to advise patients that the 
surgery scored a rate of Good in all five services areas: 
 Safety; Effectiveness; Caring; Responsive & Well Lead 
A full copy of the report will shortly be available to download from the practice website 
www.bugbrookemedicalpractice.co.uk or from the CQC website www.cqc.org.uk 
Changing roles for Angela Chinnock (Practice Nurse) 
Angela is in the process of completing her training as an Advanced Nurse Practitioner 
which means that she is now able to deal with all aspects of minor injury and illness 
independently. Patients will be triaged to Angela by the duty doctors for her to further 
assess them. She will still retain a few nursing slots, but more of her work will be of a non
-routine nature.   

Two new GP registrars, Dr Mark (as he will be know) and Dr Rai, both of whom will 
be here until early December 2016 as too will Dr Packianathan, an FY2 who will also be 
here for 4 months. 

On Wednesday 12th October there is to be an Open Evening from 5.00pm for 
patients to meet Dr Lily Connell and other surgery staff to find out a little more about the 
running of the surgery. It is hoped that this will help patients to understand what goes on 
behind the scenes at a GP's surgery. Everybody welcome. 

There will be a facility for leaving written questions which will be answered by the 
most appropriate member of staff and circulated to all patients.  
Surgery Closure - Staff training days from 12.30pm 

Wednesday 12th October 
Wednesday 9th November 

Practice Manager Sam Master  email Sam.Masters@gp-k83070.nhs.uk 

Tree of Eternal Light Service 
4pm Sunday December 4th 2016. 

Bugbrooke St Michael and All Angels Church. 
Please note the new time and day but other than that we shall be returning to our 

usual format this year where a Christmas tree covered in lights, each one representing 
the life of someone dear to us, provides a focus for the deep feelings people face at this 
time of year. Christmas is always a time when we remember family members and close 
friends who are no longer able to share the celebrations with us.  

The lights will shine out in memory of people from all walks of life. Some will have 
been closely connected with the Church, many of them will not have had any such 
connection during their lifetime, but their family and friends find the Tree of Eternal Light 
a fitting way to remember their lives at Christmastime. During the service the lights will be 
turned on and will continue to shine in the church throughout Christmas. Many people 

http://www.bugbrookemedicalpractice.co.uk
http://www.cqc.org.uk
http://www.bugbrookemedicalpractice.co.uk
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