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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 203), April 2017 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
 

Welcome to a packed issue – thanks to everyone who provides 
contributions to make such an interesting village magazine. 

As the weather improves, I’m sure people will be looking 
towards outdoor activities and sports. You’ll see that the Bowls Club in Bugbrooke and 
the Tennis Club in Nether Heyford are both seeking new members. 

If you are involved in one of the sporty organisations in the village, please consider 
letting us know what you’re doing and get in the habit of providing a regular contribution. 
It’s really important that you get people interested and hopefully inspire some to join 
your club. 

By investing a bit of your time in writing an article, you will enhance the LINK and 
increase the feeling of inclusion within the village. I look forward to hearing from you. 

The LINK AGM is to be held at 7.30 pm on Thursday 04 May 2017 at 31 Pilgrims 
Lane. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 01 May 
2017, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way of 
us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The burning issue for the Parish Council at the moment is trying to make sure the 
Bakers Arms remains as a community asset within the village.  The last thing the Parish 
Council would want to see is for more houses to appear on the site. 

You will find a short article about the issue elsewhere in this issue of the Link and I 
would ask anyone interested in investing in the potential business to register their 
interest with the Parish Clerk – 832838 or bugbrookepc@btconnect.com .  She will then 
put all the interested parties in touch with each other for them to decide the way forward.  
Alternatively any individual or group that is considering investing in this potentially 
lucrative site needs to act before mid-June when the temporary moratorium on the sale 
expires. 

The Parish Council has unanimously voted against the proposal by Campion 
School to remove the bus stop opposite the school.  It was felt that this stop is useful to 
members of the local community and also that children wishing to catch a bus towards 
Northampton were not safer walking to the Butts Hill stop where they still have to cross 
the road at the top of the hill and adjacent to a road junction.  The point was made that 
crossing the road outside the school is made significantly worse by the haphazard 
parking of parent’s cars when picking up children from school. 

Councillor Alan Kent will again be organising the Community Speedwatch scheme 
in the village in the Summer.  A team of volunteers operate the police provided 
equipment and they are always looking for new recruits.  If anyone is interested in 
joining the group (full training is given by the police) please contact the Parish Clerk who 
will pass the names on to Councillor Kent.  The next training day is Saturday 10th June 
at Caroline Chisholm School. 

Front Page:   Fiona Seager  posted this great picture on Facebook on the 1st March  
of Daffodils in the churchyard.  
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The Parish Council will be taking on the Custodian Trusteeship of the new land 
recently acquired next to the original playing fields and in its continued attempts to 
improve facilities in the village will be upgrading the surfacing of the children’s play area 
on the playing fields.  The Parish Council are also in negotiations with Northamptonshire 
Highways for the refurbishment of the bus shelter at the Kislingbury Road/Johns Road 
cross roads. 

Following the recent Radio Northamptonshire programme on Frank Wright, it has 
been suggested that a memorial be erected to him somewhere in the village.  The Parish 
Council has agreed, in principle, to contribute towards such a memorial.  The Parish 
Council is also seeking the replacement of the area of grass verge that has recently been 
removed in Pilgrims Lane.  It has been drawn to the attention of Northamptonshire 
Highways that it is the desire of the council that Pilgrims Lane should retain its “Lane” 
character by keeping all the grass verges in place. 

Whilst the majority of the street lighting has now been changed over to more 
modern lanterns, there are still a few where we are awaiting supplies of replacement 
equipment.  Unfortunately there has been a delay in obtaining supplies but it is 
anticipated that they will be installed very soon.  The exercise has not only improved the 
lighting in the village but will enable the Parish Council to save over £3,500 on its energy 
bills, which it will be making available to village organisations applying for grant funding. 
John Curtis 

Bugbrooke Village Speedwatch  
NEEDS MORE VOLUNTEERS 
Please call – parish office on 01604 832838 
CAN  YOU SPARE A COUPLE OF HOURS? 
Each year over a period of six weeks, a team of volunteers operates the police 
Speedwatch equipment in the village in an effort to deter people from speeding through 
the village.  As a volunteer you will receive full training and may only be called on once or 
twice during the 6 weeks, but in order to keep the scheme going, we really do need some 
extra people.   

Community Enhancement Contribution 
As part of the planning agreement relating to the Johns Road development, the Parish 
Council has received approximately £15,000 to be spent on facilities in the village.   Do 
you have any suggestions as to what this money could be used for?  Please remember 
that the Parish Council only has limited powers – it can’t resurface roads; put down yellow 
lines or arrange a new bus service to Towcester – however we might want to! 

There are limitations on what the money can be spent on but Councillors are keen 
to see it used to provide additional facilities if at all possible.  You may remember that 
last year it was proposed to spend it on a fitness trail, but that idea was not popular.  So 
now is your chance to have a say.  In the past people have suggested more play 
equipment for children of all ages but unfortunately the cost of such equipment, the 
installation and the need for land in an appropriate location means that this is not a viable 
option. 

Please send your ideas to the Parish Clerk, either by email at 
bugbrookepc@btconnect.com by post to the Community Centre or via the new Parish 
Council Website to be launched very soon – Bugbrooke Parish Council.org.uk 

mailto:bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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The Drum Beat! 
Putting aside all the derivatives from around the world, from 1962 to 
1970 The Beatles released 12 studio albums, 13 extended singles (EPs) 
and 22 singles!  Then in 1995 The Beatles Anthology was released.  A 
three-volume set of double albums, and a book focusing on the history of 
The Beatles with Paul, George and Ringo all participating in the making 
and approval of this almost definitive collection of the phenomenon 
known as ‘Beatlemania’. 

I was once again transported back to listening and seeing them on ‘Thank Your 
Lucky Stars’, ‘Top of the Pops’ and John Lennon inviting people to rattle their jewellery 
at The Royal Variety Performance!  However, I guess like many people over time, I 
forgot to notice how good Ringo Starr was on drums, offering much to the overall unique 
sound of The Beatles. This was especially true in the early years when their music was 
intrinsically just the four of them! 

George became known as ‘The Quiet Beatle’ after The Anthology, but I would like 
to name Ringo as ‘The Underrated Beatle’. This said, I am not a ‘drum solo’ devotee 
and to my shame I have tended to go for a loo break during the many long, convoluted 
and boring drum solos at rock concerts! Nevertheless, well played and balanced 
drumming adds much to the sound and forms an intrinsic part of the overall 
performance. For example, the excellent drumming provided for Carol King in her Hyde 
Park concert last year, when she performed her superb Album ‘Tapestry’ live in its 
entirety for the first time. 

The drum beat is an important part of the overall sound of music, especially as we 
have progressed from the Beatle era, but it is a part of music we often forget and 
underrate. 

A little like the drum beat of God’s creation.  There is a beat behind what he made 
and created and it is ignored at our peril.  God gave us this wonderful creation to be in 
partnership with him.  In Genesis 1 v 28 we read what he said to man and woman ‘Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea 
and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’  He 
did not say maim, damage, rape and plunder and become deaf to the drum beat of 
creation! 

Many of our problems stem from our deafness to God’s beat as The Pacific 
Woman’s Consultation of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation states in the 
following:- 

We believe that creation is a gift of God, 
an expression of our creator’s goodness. 
We believe that as human beings 
we are part of this creation, 
and that we share in a special way 
in the creative power of God. 
We believe that the resources 
of our land and waters and air 
are precious gifts from our creator, 
to be used and looked after with loving care. 
We believe that there is a rhythm to God’s creation, 
like a drum beat; 
when we lose the beat, 
or the drum is damaged, 
the music is out of tune. 

11 
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As we enter into Easter 2017 let us tune our ears to God’s drum beat and also look 
again at how God has acted to bring us and all his creation back to him by means of the 
Cross. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life’. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

The Future of the Bakers Arms? 
A significant number of people attended the special meeting held on 6th February to 
discuss what it is that residents would like to see happen in the future.   The Chairman of 
the Parish Council made it clear that however reluctantly, the Parish Council would not 
be leading or taking part in any financial arrangements relating to the building or the site. 

It was clear from an almost unanimous vote that residents would like to see The 
Bakers Arms continue to be a building which was an asset for the community in the 
future.  A number of suggestions were put forward as to how the building could be used 
for the benefit of the village as whole, but as yet there is no resolution to the issue of 
funding the project. 

I am sure that everyone will have seen reports on the news about the formation of 
Community Pubs, where the building is purchased and run by a consortium of residents.  
For anyone who may be interested, there is a vast amount of information and assistance 
available – The Plunkett Foundation and CAMRA - are but two such sources and there 
are others offering advice on financing the project. 

The sale price of the building and land is approximately £450,000, so that is the 
amount that a community group would have to raise to buy the building, then additional 
funds would be required for actually getting the project up and running. As explained the 
Parish Council will not be taking any role in a community bid, but if anyone is interested 
they are asked to contact the Parish Clerk either by email or phone and she will act as co
-ordinator, putting everyone in touch with everyone else. We can only hope that we can 
come together as a community to save this quintessential feature of the centre of our 
village. 
Parish Clerk Contact Details   -  Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com/ 01604832838 

Bugbrooke WI 
 We were saddened to hear that Ruby Coles, a long standing member of our WI, had 
died on Friday 24th February. Ruby had been a member for a long time and had 
done committee work and was Sports Secretary as well. She was very competitive 
and during skittles matches she would make comments to urge us to do our best, 
with her lovely sense of humour. 

 On Friday 24th February several members and their husbands met at The 
Royal India at Pattishall to mark the end of our WI skittles season. It was a very 
happy evening. Vish made us all welcome and the food was hot and delicious. 

 Skittles was not so successful, we lost four of the five matches we played but 
we thoroughly enjoyed them all and met and made friends with members of other 
WIs. 

 Brian and Linda Hartgrove's talk on Wainwrights Coast to Coast walk was full 
of interesting facts and we were impressed by their enthusiasm. 

 In February we were joined by husbands and friends to watch Malcolm Hill 
demonstrate wood turning. He made two beautiful items which he donated to our 
raffle and had a table of goodies for sale. 

mailto:Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com/
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Amber Zafar will talk to us in March on the role of Women in Islam which should 
improve our knowledge on this subject. 

In April Jill Hodgkinson from Flore WI is coming to continue her demonstrations on 
Sugarcraft.  The last time she was here we made penguins for Christmas.  This time we 
will make something for Easter.  These meetings are always fun, come and join us and 
learn a new skill (cost for sugar paste £2 per head). 

 Our annual "Resolutions" evening takes place in May and we will be joined by 
members of Harpole WI.  Following our discussion we will be entertained by the WI 
County Choir. 

 Jane Rimmell from the Bramble Patch will bring examples of patchwork to our 
June meeting for us to handle and talk about. 

 For more information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Carole Bowling on 01604 
832421. 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
We are again holding an “alternative Trivial Pursuit quiz.” As in previous years the 
questions will be based on the trivial pursuit game topics. Teams will be groups of four, 
but we welcome individuals or couples to join us as part of a team. 

The quiz begins at 7:30 pm on Friday 19th May in the Pavilion at the Cricket Club 
(please note the new venue). 

A light supper is included and drinks will be available from the bar. 
As this is a popular event tickets will be available on a first come first served basis 

at £8 per person from Nigel & Valerie Burt on 830792. 
The committee wish to thank everyone for their continued support of the OAP 

Christmas Gift Scheme. 
Nigel Burt (Chairman) 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
I must first clarify something. In the article from the Parish Council in the last Link it is 
stated that they have agreed to pay sums to the Friends of the Church towards the 
maintenance and lighting of the Churchyard. The Friends however do not undertake the 
maintenance of the Churchyard; that is organised by the Church’s PCC (parochial parish 
council). We at Friends cannot claim the credit for all the work that goes into keeping the 
Churchyard looking so wonderful. We have however given financial help, in particular 
paying for the tree safety work that was carried out a little over a year ago. 

Our AGM will be on Wednesday 19th April at 7.30 in the Sunday School. If you are 
interested in our work of assisting with the upkeep of Bugbrooke’s lovely church, then 
please come along. There is no need to be a churchgoer to become a member of the 
Friends. 

Our annual Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz will be on Friday 7th July in the Community 
Centre. This is always an enjoyable event and there will be more details in the next issue 
of Link. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our February Meeting was all about:- 
New Finds at the Roman Villa Site in Nether Heyford 
 This site has been subject to an Archaeological Investigation by CLASP for 16 years. 
The Community Landscape Archaeological Survey Project is supported by the 
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Bugbrooke History Society and the last meeting of the Society had a report from Alan 
Standish concerning the findings of the excavations in 2016. 

In previous years it was established that the Roman Villa at Whitehall Farm was finally 
destroyed in 460AD and the site was then occupied by local Saxon people. The graves of 
10 of these Saxons have been found and the East West line of these graves indicates that 
they were Christian. The investigations in 2016 were planned to find the further extent of 
these burials. 

The first action taken used metal detectors and within 5 minutes the remains of a 
Saxon broach were found with the bones of a female aged 11-16 years buried in an East 
West line. One metre further on the remains of an iron boss from a shield was detected. 
This was the first such find in Northamptonshire for over 100 years. 

The shield rested on the remains of a Pagan warrior who had been buried in a North 
South line. The warrior was some 6ft 2inches tall and so was too tall to be of Saxon origin. 
All this was found on Day One of the excavation. 

Following the initial findings much time was spent cleaning and measuring the bones 
and discovering grave goods such as black beads and a personal knife in the female grave 
and the personal knife belonging to the warrior. The shield boss was carefully conserved 
and eventually removed. 

Only half a metre from the grave of the first warrior another shield boss was 
discovered together with the remains of a skull and a spear - again a Pagan buried in a 
North South line. There were two iron rivets at the side of the skull which had been used to 
fix the chin strap to the main part of the helmet, probably all of leather. 

Further research is now being commissioned using carbon dating and DNA to try and 
establish the nationality of the warriors who were perhaps mercenaries engaged to protect 
the Saxon community living around the remains of the Roman Villa. 

Next Meeting is on April 12th and is about the Restoration of a Hurricane. If you intend 
to come to this meeting please apply to Liz Thomas (tel 832465) for a ticket in advance, as 
space is limited and the subject is popular. 
Alan Kent (chairman) 

Nature Notes 
As I write, storm Doris has just been through, leaving a few broken branches off trees; a 
broken stone bird bath; a feeding station and tiles down off the roof in her wake, reminding 
us that it's still winter, despite all the talk of spring and milder temperatures of late.   

The garden certainly seems to think it's spring, the daffodils, hellebores and primroses 
are flowering bravely and as long as we don't get some late snowfall, we should be all right. 

 We're seeing the small herd of roe deer down in the valley behind us almost daily.  
Their numbers are back up to about 7 again. There is a young buck roe deer amongst them 
and so their future looks promising. We've taken a few photographs of them, but they're 
nervous creatures and all we see are their white tails bobbing away from us. 

We're still getting an increased number of long tailed tits visiting and regularly see the 
yellow hammers on the ground, clearing up what has fallen from the feeders.  Fieldfares 
were in abundance in the arable field for a while, but appear to have moved on now. The 
buzzard too, must be living close by in the neighbourhood because we see him most days 
hunting for food, sometimes perched on the top of our native hedging. 

As I write this it's the 1st day of March... the first day of the meteorological spring and 
there is a sense of spring and excitement in the air. But I still like to honour the 20th March 
as the first day of the astronomical spring. This was the day my father would always buy 
my mother a bouquet of spring flowers. I must remind my husband! 
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March 
 
A Spike of Green 
 
When I went out 
The sun was hot 
It shone upon 
My flower pot. 
 
And there I saw 
A spike of green 
That no one else 
Had ever seen! 
 
On other days 
The things I see 
Are mostly old 
Except for me. 
 
But this green spike 
So new and small 
Had never yet 
Been seen at all! 
 
By Barbara Baker from All Day Long 
compiled by Pamela Whitlock 

Pamela Cox 

2nd Bugbrooke Brownies 
In November of last year the 2nd Bugbrooke 
Brownies welcomed new leaders, we are called 
Polar Bear, Panda and Dolphin, names chosen by 
the Brownies. We are pleased that the Young 
leaders Squirrel and Rabbit have stayed with us. 

On behalf of all the Brownies past and present, 
we would like to thank the 
Owls, that had been with 2nd 
Bugbrooke Brownies for 
many years, for all the hard 
work they had given to the 
unit. 
 We have done lots of 
exc i t in g  ac t iv i t ies ;  a 
Christmas treat was to Boost Northampton where the girls 
bounced the time away. 
 We celebrated the Chinese New Year; ending the evening 
with a tasting session…nothing was left not even a Prawn Cracker. 
We were invited to a Beetle Drive with the guides, many of our 
girls enjoying playing games and singing songs. 
 To celebrate Thinking Day we joined the West Division in 
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Pamela’s pictures of deer  
near her house,  and Chris  
Groves-Kirkby ‘s picture of 
an egret at the brook in 
January 



20 

Daventry on the 26th February, along with other local Rainbow, 
Brownie and Guide units. The girls did various activities based 
on different countries, i.e. China: using chop sticks to put a 
jigsaw together…this was not easy; dressing in African dress; 
Chocolate tasting…the girls loved this! 

We have also welcomed 9 new Brownies to our unit, who 
along with us, as new leaders, will be enrolled by the time this 
LINK has come out. 

In April, the 2nd Bugbrooke Brownies will be celebrating its 
40th birthday, if there is anyone from the village that would like to 
share memories and photos from those 40 years please contact 
us on the email address below. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would 
like to put her on our waiting list please email us at 
2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  We meet on a Tuesday night 6-7.30pm at the 
Sunday School Rooms. 

Thank you to all the girls for making us welcome. 
Polar Bear, Panda & Dolphin. 

Girlguiding in Bugbrooke 
Bugbrooke is one of the few villages in the County to have all sections of Girlguiding. 
This is a BIG year for Girl guiding in Bugbrooke. 

On 8th Feb 2017 1st Bugbrooke Guides was 90 years old 
1st Bugbrooke Brownies turned 90 last year 
2nd Bugbrooke Brownies are 40 this year 
Rainbows has been going 25 years 
Rangers are preparing to celebrate 30 next year 

Bugbrooke Guides 
To celebrate at guides we had a craft, cake and champagne evening (well it looked like 
the real stuff and went pop)! We invited 3 honoured guests, Helen Asbury leader here for 

mailto:2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
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31 years, Chris Pardon just retired as District Commissioner and Mel Vernon our new 
treasurer. 

Please save the date of our annual Jumble Sale on Saturday 23rd September in 
the Community Centre at 2pm. 

We have booked to camp this summer term in Everdon, quite local but still full of 
adventure. Then for our winter weekend we will be camping in the grounds of Warwick 
Castle, as well as visits to Boost Trampolining in Northampton. The rest of our Thursday 
evenings will be in the village following some of the old traditions of guiding but also 
many new things. We have made up our own Giant Hungry Hippo game equipment 
(funded by the Jumble sale money) which we can’t wait to try out. Badges to work for are 
the Lady Juliet Challenge and Film Lovers badge. 

At our last meeting before February half term we invited both Brownie units to join 
us in an evening of Beetle drive which was great fun, so thank you Brownies for coming. 
Waiting list or other inquiries please ring Jane on 832710 
Brownies and Rangers 
Forty years ago, just after I had arrived at Campion as a young PE teacher, I was asked 
by Vikki Parker (a fellow PE teacher in town) if I would test the Gymnast badge for some 
of Bugbrooke Brownies. Brown Owl, Chris Tyler, spotted my interest and recruited me 
as a Tawny Owl. Brownies was thriving in the village and she decided to create a 
second unit. And so 2nd Bugbrooke Brownies was formed on the 1st January 1977. 

Once Rainbows were created, the only age group not catered for were the over 
14s. So in 1988 Bugbrooke Rangers came into existence and have been going for 
almost 30 years. Traditionally Ranger groups are smaller in numbers and meetings are 
very informal. The girls are encouraged to be Young Leaders and many go on to be 
adult leaders. Rangers meet every two weeks and offer fun, friendship, and adventure 
as well as a welcome break from the pressures of exams. (The Rangers are responsible 
for planting the new daffodils in the church grounds, this is a part of their Lady Juliet 
challenge badge.) 

Any girls over 14 who would like more information, please look on 
www.Girlguiding.org or ring me on 830376. 

Happy birthday everyone. 
Jane Causebrook  

The Bugbrooke Big Garden Birdwatch 2017 
The Bugbrooke Big Garden Birdwatch took place on the last weekend of January and 54 
people took part. In the eight years we have held the Birdwatch, this was the best 
turnout and whereas sometimes there have been contributors from surrounding villages, 
this year everyone was from the village. There were quite a few new participants too and 
now there is someone taking part in most of the village. Thank you to everyone who 
returned their tally form whether this is your first time or if you have taken part every 
time. Everyone is equally welcome. 

There were 34 different species seen and there was a range of 3-18 species seen 
in the gardens with the average being 9.8/garden. There was more variation in the top 
ten lists than in previous years. The change in the top ten of the total numbers of each 
species was quite marked as can be seen in the accompanying list. The top ten of 
frequency of different species occurring in gardens has also changed when compared to 
last year but it was more of a rearrangement of last year’s top ten. However, Long tailed 
Tits fell out of both top ten lists. They seem to be visiting fewer gardens and in smaller 
numbers than previously. It might be that 2016 was a poorer year for breeding for them, 
but it is difficult to know from one year. 

This year has shown a rise in the number of Pied Wagtails. They are not unusual 
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birds but they are normally seen pecking around pavements and car parks, not in 
gardens. Before now, there were normally less than 10 seen in the Birdwatch and in 
some years, there have been none at all. This year 22 were recorded and they were 
11th in the number of gardens where they were seen. 

Quite a few people have remarked on the reduction in numbers of Goldfinches in 
the gardens. I remember being able to see Goldfinches on the nijer seed feeder 
whenever I looked out. All of the spaces would be taken and often there would be birds 
waiting for their turn. Now, I see only the odd one or two at a time, and often there are 
none there at all. Nijer seed suddenly became widely available around 2010 and that 
attracted Goldfinches to gardens immediately, but since around 2012, the attraction 
seems to have waned. They can still be seen in hedgerows and it may be that they have 
learned that bird feeders can be dangerous places as they are a focus for predators 
such as Sparrowhawks and cats. Hedgerows can be much safer. 

One year cannot tell us everything about what is happening to our birds. That is 
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why the annual Birdwatch is important. Taken over a number of years we may be able to 
identify trends. The Pied Wagtails, the Goldfinches and the Long tailed Tits are all 
highlighted this year. The 2018 Birdwatch may give us answers to whether we are seeing 
something significant or not, but your support is all important. Keep feeding the birds, 
especially from the end of October. They do not come to the garden in winter just to 
amuse you, they come for food. The greater variety of seeds, nuts and suet you provide 
will generally increase the range of species that you will attract. Make your garden an 
attractive place for birds to visit by providing cover with shrubs, trees and hedges and join 
in the 2018 Big Garden Birdwatch on the last weekend of January next year. 
Margaret Cooke 

Village Profile   
Nikki Evans – Secondary School Teacher, Primary School Governor 
and volunteer helper, Pre-school fund raising co-ordinator. 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I grew up in Bugbrooke, attended Primary School and Campion. I 
studied Management with German at Nottingham University which 
included a year living near Munich. Then I moved to Hertfordshire and 
worked in St Albans. In 2008 I emigrated to Australia with my 
husband, Andy, and lived in Melbourne for 6 years. I returned to 
Bugbrooke in 2014 with Andy and our two children who were born in 
Australia. 
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Why did you decide to go to Australia? 
We were married quite young and not ready to start a family. We thought of going to 
India but that wouldn’t have been easy for me to continue teaching. A friend 
mentioned Australia. We looked it up and went. We had a link with the school in 
Melbourne through exchange visits with teachers in Bugbrooke. A choir from the 
same school has been on a visit here. I was offered a job there. Andy works in IT 
and could do his job in Melbourne. 
Why did you come back again? 
We loved Australia. It’s a fascinating country. We felt we were on holiday all the 
time. We could jump in the car and go to the beach every week-end, but we wanted 
to be closer to grandparents, aunts, uncles and the wider family and friends. They 
form a sort of safety net. It’s hard to explain, but we missed the spirit of the village 
and decided that was more important than the sunny climate. At this time of the 
year it is too hot to go out. You close the curtains and enjoy the air conditioning. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
There are so many things that make it a special place. I guess it’s a combination of 
community spirit, friendly people and village life. There are a lot of special people 
here – a lot of good eggs. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
It’s a bit far from the beach. 
Tell us more about Pre-school organization? 
It’s a not for profit organization which has a strong link with the community and 
provides care for approximately 55 children between the ages of 2 and 4. Currently 
some parents get funding for 15 hours per week per child. This will soon be 
increased. We have 8 employed teaching staff. It is a lovely community there and 
my children have been really happy attending. 
So what is a fund raising co-ordinator? 
There is a committee of 8 people, part of which is responsible for the day to day 
running, doing some of the paper work and applying for grants etc. and part for 
putting on events to raise money. We get a lot of help from businesses which is 
really appreciated, and the Community Café is very supportive. The knitters group 
has sold their work for the benefit of pre-school.  The children went down there to 
sing carols to them as a thank you. You can’t get much more community than that, 
can you? We use the Football Club too for events. We have raffles, Fish and Chips 
Quiz, Pamper Evening, Halloween disco, Storytime with Santa, Stay and Play 
sessions in the holidays, when a parent can stay with the child. We are always 
looking for more helpers or new committee members. 
What role do you play at the Primary School? 
I listen to the children read and I am now designated SEN (Special Educational 
Needs) Governor. It’s a nice way to support the school. 
What and where do you teach? 
I teach German part-time at Campion. I love it. I did German because I went on an 
exchange with the Football Club to Vöhl and I wanted to be able to speak the 
language. I am now the club’s translator when they go over there. It’s important for 
the children to see that we can speak German as well as the Germans speaking 
English. Vöhl is a lovely place to go. 
What are you most proud of? 
My children. We have a boy and a girl. Also I am proud of the fact that we went to 
Australia and proud that it was a positive decision to come back, a move forward. 
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When was your happiest moment? 
It’s difficult to pick one. There are lots of key moments in my life that I look back on 
with great happiness. In recent years holding my children for the first time has to be 
top. There were many happy airport arrival lounge reunions with family during the 
time we lived overseas too. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
Yes, I enjoy running and have completed a few half marathons and the Great 
Ocean Road Marathon (Australia). That was probably my biggest personal goal and 
achievement. I would like to get on the London Marathon. I play hockey regularly for 
Towcester Ladies. I used to play netball and occasionally pick up a tennis racquet, 
but I haven’t done for a while now. I play the piano too. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
Something to do with law. At school it was always one of the options I considered 
but my priority was to continue with German and teaching allowed me to do this. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. I couldn’t have asked for a happier childhood. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
I would usually say Australia but that is more like another home now, so I will say 
Thailand. I love the food, the people and the climate there. We’ve had some 
wonderful holidays in Thailand. 
Do you think you learned anything by living in Australia? 
Yes. It made us look at what was important. Made us realise whatever you want in 
life isn’t totally determined by the place you are in. You can make it work wherever 
you are. We were happy in Australia but can be equally happy here. 
What in life is most important to you? 
People. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from 
middle-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm 
and non-members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/
Jigsaw Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, 
Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography and Scrabble (three 
groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 24 April at 2.00pm – ‘Detect Dogs – Detecting Human Illness’ by Geoff 
Lambert. How dogs can detect human illness and assist individuals with medical 
conditions. 
Monday 15 May at 2.00pm – Annual General Meeting, followed by ‘Tea and Trivia’. 
Afternoon tea and a bit of fun; guests welcome. 
Enquiries to 01327-340954 (Margaret Macintosh) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-
nene. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
2017 got off to a good start with Lucy Allan's demonstration 'Memories'. 
Simone has put together another exciting programme. On 24th April Arnaud Metairie 
presents 'From my Shed' and on 22nd May 'Do you see what I see?' with Anna 
Steven. 2017 is  the Emerald Anniversary (55 years) of the South Midlands area of 
NAFAS. There are several events to mark this landmark year.  The main celebration 
is at Coombe Abbey on 21st July. This includes lunch and a demonstration by 
Jonathan Moseley. Members of our society are welcome to attend what is sure to be 
a great day.  More news can be found on our facebook page. 

We invite you to join us at our monthly meetings to relax and watch 
demonstrations by NAFAS Area or National demonstrators followed by refreshments 
and the chance to win one of the arrangements in the raffle.  Meetings are on the 4th 
Monday of each month (except bank holidays) at 7.45pm in Nether Heyford Village 
Hall. 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Would you like to get a bit of exercise and socialise at the same time? Then bowls 
could be the sport for you. We are a small friendly club with the bowling green 
situated behind the community centre. We have a full fixture list of friendly matches, 
leagues and competitions and our membership spans all ages. 

The season will start with an open day on Sunday 23rd April at 2.30pm when 
members will be honing their skills after the long winter break. If anyone would like to 
try the sport then please come along, all you need is flat soled shoes as we will 
provide the bowls and coaching. 
For any further information about the club please contact Robin Frost 01604 831567 
or Geoff Hayter 01604 831130 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello Everyone, for many years I have enjoyed writing the news of this club, now I 
feel it is time to pass it on to someone else. Mrs Ann Howard a new member has 
offered to take over. ‘Thank you Ann.’ 

Sadly I must mention the passing of three of our members. Firstly Mrs Betty 
Bass in January, a very long time member who has served on the committee and 
always took part in all the events. Secondly Mrs Ruby Coles passed away in 
February also a member of many years. As I write this I have just learned that our 
oldest member Mrs Dolly Harvey who has been unable to attend for several years 
has passed away. She celebrated her 100th birthday last month. All three ladies will 
be missed at the whist tables. May they rest in peace. 
Mrs D.M. French (Mary) 

Bugbrooke and the Great War — 100 Years Ago 
The population of Bugbrooke in the 1911 census, was around 1000. Of these, less 
than 150 were men of fighting age. The impact of the war on the village can be 
clearly seen by the fact that in February 1917, exactly 100 years ago, more than 100 
men from Bugbrooke were actually serving in the war. In addition 12 Bugbrooke men 
had been killed in action by this time. This situation was paralleled throughout the 
country, leaving the land empty of workers. Military conscription was now in place, 
and several village men were appearing before the appeals tribunal. The main 
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reason for the appeals, was that they were indispensable to the farm or business they 
were involved in. Some were successful, more often others were given a postponement  
so that they could make alternative arrangements. 

To counter this shortage of men, women were doing more work, and non military 
conscription was brought in for women at this time to help with the shortage.  We see in 
the Northampton Independent Newspaper, that Eastcote prisoner of war camp was 
releasing men to farms within a 3 mile radius.  It is recorded that Mr JW Starmer, farmer 
of Stowe has 5 prisoners. He pays 4 shillings a day for each of them, with 8 pence going 
to the prisoner. The 5 are accompanied by one soldier of the Royal Defence Corps. As 
Bugbrooke was within the 3 mile radius, it is likely that German prisoners were also 
working here. 

In Bugbrooke, it had been a very harsh winter.  Frank Wright, the Headmaster, 
wrote in the school logbook that it had been many years since they had experienced 
such intense cold as this last week.  Even with the addition of coal fires it had been 
difficult to keep the children warm. They moved the classes to those rooms where there 
were coal fires, including his study.  However on the 17th February the school ran out of 
coal, and they had very little coke.  There was a coal shortage throughout the village as 
the cold had caused the canal to freeze up and barges could not bring the coal to the 
wharf. Cold was affecting school attendance and Frank Wright wrote to the Education 
Office as well as local contractors to try to get an allocation of coal. 

On the 23rd February, Frank Wright recorded that Fred Weatherall joined the school 
from Rugby.  Fred was the son of Arthur Weatherall.  Arthur was born in Daventry and 
lived in Upper Heyford with his wife Sarah, his son Fred and other children.  We can see 
that in 1901 Arthur was 18 and lodging in Winwick, (Winwick is a lost village just north of 
West Haddon with little more than a manor house remaining). Arthur was a domestic 
groom working for the manor house and lodging with a domestic gardener who was also 
employed there. In 1911 he was still working as a groom but married and  living in Nether 
Heyford.  He was conscripted in early 1917 and joined the Royal Engineers.  It was about 
this time that Fred joined Bugbrooke School, and it may be that when Arthur left for the 
war, his wife moved to Bugbrooke to live with her mother who lived at the Wharf.  Arthur 
was demobilised in 1919 after being wounded in France. 

Bugbrooke’s Harry Ambler’s picture appears in the Northampton Independent 
newspaper on the 17th Feb, reporting that he had been recently commissioned and is 

Eastcote Prisoner 
of War Camp 
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under orders to be posted to South Africa.  He was destined to serve 
with the East African Force fighting well-led German forces in what had 
been German East Africa.  He sailed from Devonport (Plymouth) on 9 
March 1917, transferring ship at Durban, South Africa, on 19 May and 
disembarking at Dar-es-Salaam on 29 May. 

Harry served as a Signals Officer (in an ‘Imperial Signals 
Company’, RE) on operations in Tanganyika  (now Tanzania) until 10 
December, when he was invalided home with a ‘sprained knee’. 

 Frank Nightingale was appointed acting Sergeant 
from 16 February 1917.  He embarked at Southampton on 
24 February 1917, disembarking two days later at Le Havre.  
Frank was to remain in France where he took a prominent part in the 
Battles of Arras, Vimy Ridge and Ypres, until he was sadly killed in action 
around Cambrai on 30 November 1917. 
 At this time, Phillip Campion was fighting in Egypt. In January, he 
had been involved in the battle of Rafa, and later in March, in the battle for 
Gaza.  At Rafa, he came through unscathed, although his horse was 
slightly wounded. 
 When Rafa was captured it completed the capture of Sinai and laid 
the way open to march on Gaza.  As part of this advance, it was necessary 

to rapidly extend the military railway system to bring up men, supplies and artillery in 
support of the troops. One of those working on this railway was Andrew Eales from 
Bugbrooke.  Andrew was a railway platelayer before the war and living in Church End 
with his parents. After he volunteered in 1915, his railway work took him to Egypt and 
Palestine for the remaining duration of the war. 

The first attack on Gaza took place on the 27th February 1917, and was not 
successful. Phillip Campion with the Warwickshire Yeomanry, was assigned to 
penetrate the enemy Turkish army between the occupied Gaza city and their reserves 
several miles further back. The aim was to prevent these reserves being brought up. 
They were far outnumbered by the Turkish reserves so their brief was to keep a 
watchful eye on them and move in if they attempted to move.  After the Yeomanry had 
been shelled for most of the day, the Turkish reserves started to move forward. Being 
vastly outnumbered the Yeomanry executed an orderly retreat, eventually allowing the 
Turks to reinforce Gaza during the night. The allies actually entered the city at one 
time, but they withdrew as the large Turkish reinforcements arrived. 

 Phillip Campion describes all of this in his diary and mocks the British 
newspapers which were shouting about a great allied victory in Gaza.  His vivid 
account can be read in full on the WW1 section of the Bugbrooke LINK website. 

In the wider world of the war, America was getting drawn more and more into it.  
Their relations with Germany were getting worse.  Germany had stepped up submarine 
warfare and warning US ships would be sunk if trading with the allies.  After the US 
ship Housatonic was sunk off Sicily, the US broke off diplomatic relations with 
Germany, and Germany held all US citizens in Germany as hostages. Germany 
secretly approached Mexico to declare war on the US, and the Liner Laconia was 
torpedoed with 30 Americans killed. 

It would not be long before the US entered the fray, causing a major shift in the 
balance of power in the war. 
Geoff Cooke 
For the 100 Years Project 

Harry Ambler 

Frank Nightingale 
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 Gran-Part 
For various reasons thousands of grandparents are denied access to see their 
grandchildren, which can very often be heart breaking. 

We have set up support groups in Northampton & Milton Keynes to give 
grandparents an opportunity to chat with others suffering the same experiences. 

We are an informal group and if you would like to join us for coffee and a chat please 
contact Marion: 
Tel 07842 146637/01604 830070 
Email marion.turner@granpart.co.uk 
Website granpart.co.uk 

Bugbrooke Beavers and Scouts 
Beavers had an enjoyable and 
educational trip to the National Space 
Centre in January. They learnt about 
constellations and how rocket thrusters 
work with practical demonstrations. They 
then made their own rockets and were 
able to fire them at a target using 
compressed air. They were then free to 
explore the centre. This term they have 
been working on their safety and 
disability badges. They have been finding 
out how difficult it is to perform daily 
activities if you can't see, by making jam 
sandwiches whilst blindfolded and 
feeding someone whilst they were 
blindfolded, which meant they need to 
listen to each other. They have had a 
session on water safety and they all now 
know what the flags on beaches are for. 
Last week they learnt about St David and 
Lent and made pancakes which they said 
were yummy! The rest of the term will be 
spent completing their badge work and 
having fun. 

They had a sleepover at the 
weekend with the Scouts who made 
pizzas, including the bases, with them 
and organised the games. They were 
paired up with a Scout and were looked 
after really well. DVDs were watched and 
then they all settled into their sleeping 
bags although there was not much sleep 
happening. They all went home tired and happy in the morning. The Leaders also went 
home tired but happy and extremely proud of the way the Scouts had looked after the 
Beavers and worked as a team. 

Scouts have welcomed six new Scouts this term including two girls. They have been 
busy working on their challenge skills badge and chef badge. They had to plan the menu 
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for the sleepover, and practised the making of the pizzas during one session. They also 
planned the games and activities for the Beavers. Last week they also made pancakes 
and played the human knot game where they have to work together to get themselves 
untangled without letting go of each others hands. The toppings on the pancakes were 
certainly experimental. 

Christian Aid collection 
Christian Aid week this year is May 14th -20th. Envelopes will be put through your door 
and collected during this week. The Cafe is looking to put on a big breakfast this 
year.   Look out for details. 

Please support and help folk less fortunate than ourselves. 

Campion update 
It seems hardly possible that we are already into the second half term of 2017 and our 
theme of Care, Commit and Contribute continues to dominate in all that takes 
place.  Despite the winter season, we have continued to enjoy a wide range of 
excellent experiences.  Our students gave a fabulous performance of the musical ‘Our 
House’ on 2nd and 3rd February.   The performers, lighting crew and house band were 
each led by students and their contributions reflected hours of rehearsal time - both 
performances proved to be super!  In addition we have celebrated sporting successes 
in Years 7 and 8 Sports Hall Athletics, Year 7 Netball, and Years 7 and 8 boys and girls 
Hockey.  Campion students have represented Northamptonshire in the Anglian Trophy 
for Cross Country and in the East Midlands Rugby team too.  We were also delighted to 
find out that a group of business students have reached the semi-finals of the Student 
Investor Competition.  I know you will join me in congratulating all students who have 
been involved in this wide range of opportunities.  Please also keep in mind that our 
newsletter, ‘The Root’, is available each week at http://www.campion.northants.sch.uk/ 

 As we continue to prepare for our 50 year celebrations, we have kindly received 
donations of canoeing and golfing experiences and garden centre vouchers; these 
opportunities will form part of our prizes and if it should be that you are able to support 
our fund-raising events in any way or would like more information about our special day 
on 9th September, please do not hesitate to get in touch with Jane Green at 
csoffice@campion.northants.sch.uk  A huge thank you to all the individuals and local 
business that are selling our 50th souvenirs. May we remind you that you/ your family/ 
your business can engrave a brick and leave a permanent reminder of your time or 
support for the school.  Please check the school website or the Campion50th Facebook 
group for regular udates. 
 Claire Whitmore 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Pre-School  
We are holding a pamper evening on Friday 12th May at the Football Club. Tickets 
cost £5 and are available by contacting Nikki on bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. To 
find out more about Pre-School please call 01604 832347. 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Our season starts on 9th April when our Sunday XI play their opening match - all 4 
Sunday matches in April are at home.  

Our Saturday 2nd XI start their League matches on April 22nd (away) with our 
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1st XI starting on May 6th (away).   
The last Friday in EVERY month social evenings will start on March 30th with 

members and their guests welcome whatever their age. Social membership is 
available for non-players. 

Outdoor Practice evenings will be EVERY Wednesday starting on April 19th at 
6 to 7pm for Juniors & 7 to 8.30pm for Seniors.  Just turn up if you wish to take 
part.     

The last senior Indoor Nets will be on Wednesday 5th April at the County 
Ground - come to the final one if you can and get noticed for the coming season.  

Since last season the Mike Adams Workshop has been erected which now also 
houses our Jeep & other equipment - many thanks to Roger Morehen for all his hard 
work building this shed.  

At the moment our ladies toilet is being converted for be suitable for the 
disabled - our many thanks to Roger again and Brian Curtis for all their hard work in 
making this happen.  

We are a very sociable Club and everybody in the village is most welcome 
anytime to watch matches and use our Bar where Tony Bird will be pleased to see 
you.  

If anybody would like to join our Club as player and/or social member or would 
like a guided tour of our excellent facilities please contact myself below.  
 Peter White (President)   01604-830452   p.g.white@btinternet.com 
Club Website: bugbrooke.play-cricket.com    Twitter: @BugbrookeCC 

Nether Heyford Tennis Club 
We are a small friendly club offering tennis for all abilities and ages.  League play is 
available for those who want it and club nights for everyone, in addition to almost 
unlimited court use. Floodlights offer all year round play! 

Please feel free to come along and play on one of our club sessions: 
Wednesdays 7.00 – 9.00pm or Sundays 10.00 – 12 noon 

Further information www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis/ or contact Jo 01327 
349094,  jodickson@btinternet.com 

Latest Scams: 
Amazon 
Action Fraud has received several reports from victims who have been sent convincing 
looking emails claiming to be from Amazon. The spoofed emails from 
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“service@amazon.co.uk” claim recipients have made an order online and mimic an 
automatic customer email notification. 

The scam email claims recipients have ordered expensive items such as a 
vintage chandelier, Bose stereos, iPhones, and luxury watches. 

The emails cleverly state that if recipients haven’t authorized the transaction they 
can click on the help centre link to receive a full refund. The link leads to an authentic-
looking website, which asks victims to confirm their name, address, and bank card 
information. 

Amazon advise that they never ask for personal information to be supplied by 
email. 
Ransomware 
Ransomware is a type of malware that locks your computer and mobile devices or 
encrypts your electronic files, demanding a ransom payment through certain online 
payment methods (and by an established deadline), in order to regain control of your 
data. It can be downloaded through fake application updates or by visiting 
compromised websites. It can also be delivered as email attachments in spam or 
dropped/downloaded via another malware (i.e. Trojan). To prevent and minimise the 
effects of Ransomware, the following measures are recommended: 

Browse and download software only from trusted websites 
Don’t install or run non-trusted or unknown software 
Do not pay any money 
Do use anti-virus software 
Do regularly back-up the data stored on your computer 
Do consult your anti-virus provider on how to unlock and remove the infection 
from the device. 

Migrant Helpline 
Fraudsters are sending out a high number of phishing emails to personal and business 
email addresses purporting to be from ‘Migrant Helpline’. 

The emai l address sending the major ity  of  emai ls  is 
noreply@yeshivadonations.com, however, multiple email addresses have been seen. 
Although Migrant Helpline is a genuine charity, fraudsters are using it to trick members 
of the public into becoming victims of this fraud. 

It should be noted that this fraud is in no way related to the real charity. 
The subject line is currently ‘Thank you for choosing to donate to ‘Migrant 

Helpline’. 
The ‘first name’, ‘last name’, and ‘telephone number’ quoted within the message 

body appear to be correct for those they are sent to, however, once the link is clicked, 
a well-known Trojan, (Ramnit), is downloaded onto the victim’s device. This malware is 
equipped to target and steal personal and corporate banking details. Protection/
Prevention advice: 

Don’t click on links or open any attachments you receive in unsolicited emails or 
SMS messages. 

Always install software updates as soon as they are available. 
Create regular back-ups of your important files to an external hard-drive, memory 

stick, or online storage. 
If you think your bank details have been compromised, contact your bank 

immediately. 
Contact Action Fraud 0n 0300 123 2040. 

Identity Theft 
This happens when fraudsters access enough information about someone’s identity, 
(such as their name, date of birth, current or previous addresses), to commit identity 
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fraud. Identity theft can take place whether the fraud victim is alive or deceased. 
Fraudsters can use your identity details to: 
Open bank accounts 
Obtain credit cards, loans, and state benefits 
Order goods in your name 
Take over existing contracts 
Take over your existing accounts 
Take out mobile phone contracts 
Obtain documents such as passports and driving licenses In your name 
Protect Yourself: 
‘Shred’ any document with your name, address, or financial details on it 
Never reveal your security details. Banks will not ask for them 
If you receive an unsolicited call, wait 5 minutes and call your bank from a different 
telephone, making sure there is a dialing tone 
Check your bank statements carefully and report anything suspicious, 
Don’t leave bills lying about for others to look at 
If an expected bank or credit card statement does not arrive, tell your bank or credit 
card company 
If you move house, ask Royal mail to redirect your post for at least a year 
Report any incidents to Action Fraud. 

Contacting Northamptonshire Police in South Northants   
999  
For a crime in progress, or where someone is immediately at risk of harm, you should 
always dial 999. You will not be criticized for a well-intentioned 999 call. Furthermore, if 
the police think the call doesn’t warrant occupying an emergency line, we’ll ring you 
back on a non-emergency line as we try to keep the emergency lines clear. 

Your call will be answered by the Emergency Operator who will ask which service 
you require, (i.e. Ambulance, Fire or Police). When you say, it is the police, you will be 
routed to the nearest and most available police emergency line. This may not be the 
Northamptonshire Police control room but they will take your details and pass to 
Northamptonshire immediately. 

When the police operator answers, you will be asked what is the emergency. Be 
prepared to give: 

Your details 
Exact location of the incident, including, as appropriate: 
Street name 
House number 
Landmarks, (rural locations) 

101 
This is the number that has been introduced nationally so that people don’t have to 
know the individual telephone number of each police force. The Northamptonshire 
Police telephone number is 03000 111222 but you don’t need to remember that 
because if you dial 101, the system will ask you to confirm which police force you want 
to be connected to, and will then connect you to the 03000 111222 number if 
Northamptonshire Police is requested. 

101 will connect you in the same way as the 03000 number. After the Chief 
Constable’s recorded welcome, you follow a brief set of scripts where you can either 
report an incident, or give the name of the person or department you want to speak to. 
The system has voice recognition to assist. 

If you are deaf or hard of hearing you can textphone 18001 101. 
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The Bugbrooke Strollers 
The Strollers are a leisurely walking group catering for older walkers who wish to 
enjoy a stroll through the countryside on a weekly basis. 

They meet each Thursday at 10am and each walk takes about 2 hours.  About 
once a month the walk is in the Parish of Bugbrooke but on other occasions a short 
car journey is taken to surrounding villages with the walk starting and finishing from 
the agreed parking place.  

There is no fee for joining the group and the age range tends to be over 50's.  On 
the last Thursday of each month a pub is chosen as the venue for lunch and the walk 
starts and finishes from that point. 

About 20 people usually take part in the walks, although there are some 50 
people who have joined the group at their convenience since the group was formed in 
1998. 

A programme setting out walks for the 2 months in advance is published on the 
LINK website and on village notice boards. 

The group is open to anyone wishing to enjoy a sociable and leisurely stroll each 
week. 

If you would like to join in, please just turn up. Meeting places are shown in the 
programme.  
Walks for April :- 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice April Newsletter 
LATEST NEWS Dr Canna a new Registrar starts at the practice on the 5th April and 
will replace Dr Kumar 
MEDICAL PRACTICE OPENING TIMES   
THE RECEPTION IS OPEN Monday to Friday 07.45 - 18.30 hours 
SURGERY Monday to Fridays 07.30 - 12.30   &   14.00 - 19.00 hours 

DISPENSARY Monday to Fridays 08.30 - 13.00 & 14.00 - 18.30 hours 
MAKING AN APPOINTMENT 
Please telephone the practice, rather than coming in. Your request will be assessed 
by our trained receptionists and you will be offered a telephone consultation with the 
duty doctor usually within an hour of your ringing in, or an appointment with the most 
appropriate clinician, depending on the nature and urgency of your request. 

Doctors will often refer patients to see one of our specialist nurses if he/she 
decides that they are the most appropriate health care professional to deal with a 
particular problem. We aim to see all urgent conditions within 48 hours.                                                     

 April 6th Meet at Church Car Park 10.00.am. Drive to Great Brington 

and park near Althorpe Arms pub. Walk via Thornburrow 

Hill, Glebe Farm, Gawburrow Hill, and return. 

April 13th Meet at Church Car Park 10.00.am. Drive to Brockhall. 

Walk via Canal and Muscott. 

 April 20th Meet at Community Centre  10.00am. Walk via Wards 

Lodge to Banbury Lane Crossing and return via canal. 

 April 27th Meet at Church Car Park 10.00.am. Drive to Ravensthorpe 

and park at the Chequers. Walk via Coton and the reser-

voir, and return for lunch. 
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You can book ahead with a nurse or doctor for a review of an ongoing condition. 
We aim to do this with a named person within seven working days. You can also 
book an appointment online once you have registered for patient access.     
PRACTICE CLOSED       
Protected Learning Time 5 April 07.45 - 13.00  
Good Friday 14th April & Easter Monday 17th April 
PATIENTS PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG 
The PPG is a patient-driven group and they desperately need patients who are 
willing and able to take on the administrative duties of running the group. The 
group currently needs a chairperson and a secretary who can co-ordinate 
meetings and communicate between members of the group,staff at the surgery 
and Bugbrooke patients in general. If you would be interested in taking on an 
active role in the group please contact Sam Masters sam.masters@gp-
k83070.nhs.uk at the surgery  

LINK  Contributors 
If you contribute to the LINK please note the following: deadlines for input to the 
magazine. 

June issue  - 1st May    August Issue - 3rd July  
October Issue 4th September  December Issue - 6th November 
Feb 18 issue - 1st January 2018 April 18 issue - 5th March 2018 

Notes for Contributors 
To help us put the LINK together we would appreciate if you could follow the 
following guidelines:- 

 Do write your articles in a word processor such as MS Word rather 
than direct onto an email. Cutting and pasting from an email into our 
publishing software does not work. 

 Do not write your headings in full capitals. We have to re-type them 
when you do. 

 Do not leave more than one space after a full stop. May of us were 
taught to leave 2 but our way is to leave one, and we have to be 
consistent. 

 Please don't use spaces to indent your paragraphs. If you do a 
carriage return at the end of a paragraph, we will automatically indent 
it when setting up LINK format. 

 We like to print the publication name LINK in capitals, so it would help 
if you did too. 

 Do please read through your article before sending it. I know most do, 
but it is obvious that some don't.. 

  
Send your articles and feedback to 

bugbrookelink@gmail.com 
 

Please also note that if we believe an article could cause offence to anyone in the 
village we will not print it.  Other than that we are always pleased to receive any 
input for the magazine.  It depends on you  for its continued success. 
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Announcements 
The family of Mrs. Ruby Coles, who sadly passed away on 24th February, would like to 
thank everyone who at tended her funeral on 13th March. 
Mum was an enthusiastic member of many local groups and will be missed by all who 
knew her.— Mum's children Bill, Mark and Angela and their families. 

The family of the late Don Furniss would like to say a huge thank you for all your lovely 
messages and cards of sympathy sent to us at this sad time and supporting us at the 
memorial service held at the chapel. It meant so much to us all. Also, thank you for all 
the donations – a total of £412 has been handed to Collingtree Ward of Northampton 
General Hospital in his memory. Bless you.—Pauline Furniss and children. 

The family of the late Betty Bass would like to thank all who sent cards and messages 
of sympathy in their sad loss. Also, for all of the floral tributes and generous donations 
to The British Heart Foundation and to those who attended the funeral service.—The 
Bass, Steel & Glover families 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels  CC - Community Centre  SS - Sunday School 
BC - Bugbrooke Chapel     VH - Village Hall     NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall 

 

April       

 3 7.30pm W.I - Sugarcraft C.C.  

12 7.30pm History Group – Restoration of a  

Hurricane 
C.C. 

19 7.30pm Friends of St Michael’s – A.G.M. S.S. 

23 2.30pm Bowls Club Open Day CC 

24 2.00pm U3A - Detective Dogs Detecting  

Human Illness 
CC 

24 7.45pm Flower Society—’From My Shed’ NHVH 

May       

4 7.30pm LINK - A.G.M. 31,Pilgrims 

Lane 

8 7.30pm W.I. - Resolutions & County Choir C.C. 

12 7.30pm Pre-School - Pamper Evening Football 

Club 

14 - 20   Christian Aid Collection   

15 2pm U3A - A.G.M. Tea and Trivia C.C. 

19 7.30pm OAP Gift Scheme -Alternative Trivial 

Pursuits Quiz 

Cricket 

Club 

22 7.45pm Flower Soc.- Do you see what I see? N.H.V.H. 
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