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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 207), December 2017 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
That’s another year behind us and plenty has happened in the 
village and locality. It has been a pleasure to work with the LINK 
committee to bring you this magazine every two months. 

We receive feedback, mainly positive, which is helpful to us in 
understanding our role in village life. We are always open to new ideas, or even old 
ones, so please get in touch if you think you can help with content or making the output 
more relevant. 

The publication and distribution can only happen with a lot of input, time and effort 
from many people and financial support from our advertisers. I thank all of you, from 
contributors to deliverers.  

All the committee wish you a Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year. 
The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 01 

January 2018, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred 

way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Christmas - Not Just for Kids! 
If you have not seen the movie ‘The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel’ you 
are missing a pure treat.  It’s a British comedy-drama film (released in 
2011) based around a group of British pensioners moving to a 
retirement hotel in India, run by the young and eager Sonny.  It was 
filmed on a meagre budget of £8 million pounds (small beer for a movie 
these days but eventually grossing over £135 million at the box office!) 
but the excellent script, authentic setting and an ensemble British 
cast consisting of Judi Dench, Celia Imrie, Bill Nighy, Ronald 
Pickup, Maggie Smith, Tom Wilkinson and Penelope Wilton make the 
journey through their unfolding stories priceless. 

As I am now officially a pensioner, I was heartened, delighted and 
uplifted to see in this film a celebration of age and the potential that is still latent in us all 
whatever our age!  The proprietor Sonny Kapoor, over-energetic and painfully optimistic 
while talking to his Mother in the knowledge he is not her favourite son, comments “I 
have a dream Mommy. To create a home for the elderly, so wonderful that they will 
simply refuse to die”. 

We live in a society that is all too quick to put people ‘out to pasture’ and not to look 
for the quality of experience and wisdom that their years can provide.  To quote Dolly 
Parton’s character in Steel Magnolias, “Time marches on and sooner or later you realize 
it is marching across your face.” 

Take a look at how God turns this thinking on its head!  The patriarch Abraham, 
regarded as one of the most influential people in all of history, was not called by God 
until he was into his 70’s! Moses at the great age of more than 80, together with Aaron, 
was called to confront Pharaoh and bring God’s people out of slavery!  If this was not 
enough, Isaiah gives us this assurance from God, “Even to your old age I am He, and to 
grey hairs I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save.” (Isaiah 
Chapter 46 v 4). 

Front Page:  Thanks go to Jim Inch for his front page painting. Up to his normal high 
standard. 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedy-drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pensioner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Raj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ensemble_cast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ensemble_cast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judi_Dench
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celia_Imrie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Nighy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronald_Pickup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronald_Pickup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maggie_Smith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Wilkinson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penelope_Wilton
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+46:4&version=RSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+46:4&version=RSV
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As you prepare for Christmas and hopefully revisit the events surrounding the 
most important event in history, take a look at St Luke’s often  missed description of 
the infant Christ’s visit with His parents to the Temple in Jerusalem.  In Chapter 2, 
Luke describes this landmark event in the Christ-story.  Mary and Joseph took the 
Christ Child to the Temple in Jerusalem forty days after the birth to comply with 
Jewish purification rules for Mary after the birth of her first child.  Upon bringing 
Jesus into the temple, they encounter Simeon, traditionally understood to be of a 
great age, who has been promised “He should not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ” (Luke Chapter 2 v 26).  Simeon then prophesied to Mary: 
"Behold, this child is set for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 
which is spoken against. Yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul, that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2 v 34-35)”.  A prophesy that still 
rings true today! 

We are also introduced to the elderly prophetess Anna who was also in the 
Temple, who offered prayers and praise to God for Jesus, and spoke to everyone 
there of His importance to redemption in Jerusalem (Luke Chapter 2 v 36 to 38). 

The Christmas story not only tells us of ‘God with us’ it also tells us the story is 
not just for the young, all of us are loved wholly and totally by God who sees past 
our grey hair and wrinkles. 

Have a blessed and fulfilling Christ filled Christmas whatever your age. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Church  Christmas Flowers 
You are invited to bring Poinsettia plants to decorate the church over the Christmas 
period. If you would like to dedicate them to someone special as a remembrance 
please include a tag or card. 

Plants to the Church by Friday 8th/Saturday 9th December at the latest. 
 Contact Cherry Pilcher 830389 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The Parish Council has been asked to respond to South Northants Council in 
respect of the Planning Policy Consultation as part of their construction of a new 
Local Plan. The Parish Council has responded by reinforcing their previous 
submissions.  This is to require a need to recentralise the original village centre by 
resisting any further development towards the west. The suggestion to SNC is 
therefore to look at potential sites behind the Five Bells and Camp Farm, should the 
village be required to accept any further housing construction.  A strong request 
was also made that all green spaces within the village should be protected. 

The Parish Council was also asked to suggest a name for the new 
development of 17 dwellings behind Peace Hill.  They have suggested The Glebe, 
which, historically is a piece of land going with a clergyman’s benefice.  This land 
was once used for this purpose along with Peace Hill.  This will correct a mistake 
previously made by SNC when we suggested Piece Hill but were delivered signs 
saying Peace Hill! 

Councillors have participated in a large-scale planting of over 3,500 daffodils 
and crocuses.  The planting was organised by Vice Chairman Mrs Linda Pope and 
involved a number of Councillors and volunteers.  Many thanks to all those who 
helped out.  Look out in the Spring for a good show on the two greens plus road 
junctions at Cornhill, Spencer Close/Levitts Road and junctions along Johns Road 
and Butts Hill. 
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The New Homes Bonus Fund scheme run by SNC has helped by provision of 
£16,000 to the Community Centre for a new kitchen and £9,500 for the Football Club 
for air conditioning and security issues.  The Rugby Club withdrew their application on 
advice and will resubmit it for the March 2018 meeting. In the meantime, grant 
applications to the Parish Council have seen £500 allocated to the Wednesday Club; 
Friends of Bugbrooke Primary School and Tuesday Night Soccer and £1,000 to the 
Sports and Community Association. There is still some money available for local 
organisations - so if any groups would like to apply for funding, a grant application is 
available on the Parish Council website or by contacting the Parish Clerk. 

The Parish Council has also asked for a slight change to the timing of the 15.08 
D3 bus leaving The Drapery. This has now been changed to 15.02 and will arrive at 
Campion School 6 minutes earlier. 

In September it was with great sadness that the Parish Council was advised of 
the sudden death of Councillor Brian King. Councillor King had been a Parish 
Councillor for over 15 years and he will be much missed by all.  Consequently, there is 
now a vacancy which Councillors will be looking to fill at the December meeting. Any 
resident interested in becoming a Councillor is asked to contact the Parish Clerk. 

One resident has complained that my previous comments in the October LINK 
were misleading with reference to the siting of the Strategic Rail Freight Interchanges 
either off the A43 between Blisworth and Milton Malsor or off the M1/A508 junction 15 
between the motorway and Roade.  To clarify the situation the Parish Council said that 
it would prefer not to have an interchange at all, but if asked to give a preference for 
one or the other, it would prefer to see it off Junction 15 of the M1. It was felt that this 
was better served by adjacent major roads and less intrusive on local villages and 
roads. 

On behalf of the Parish Council, I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year. Don’t forget to look out for Father Christmas in the village during December 
in an event organised by Councillors Morris and Henson. 

TO ALL RESIDENTS 

“YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!” 
There is a vacancy on the Parish Council. 

Don’t be one of those who is always complaining about what happens in the 
village — this is an opportunity for you to have a real say in matters affecting the 
residents. 

This voluntary job primarily entails attending a monthly meeting and the odd 
committee meeting.  No prior experience necessary — training will be given — just a 
keen interest in what happens in the village!  

If you would like to know more or are willing to put your name forward, then 
please contact the clerk.  

THE CLOSING DATE FOR NOMINATIONS IS Friday 8th December 2017 
As no notice requesting a bye-election has been received by South Northants 

Council, the Parish Council will now fill the vacancy by co-option. 
Nominations should be submitted in writing to the Clerk at the Parish office. If 

nominating another person, please include a note signed by them confirming their 
willingness to stand. 

bugbrookepc@btconnect.com            Phone: 01604 832838            
There is information regarding the duties of a Parish Councillor, the role and the 

time commitments on the council website www.bugbrookeparishcouncil.org.                                   

mailto:bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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Bugbrooke OAP Gift Scheme 
All of the application forms for the Christmas Vouchers have been collected and the 
vouchers will be prepared for distribution during early December. 

Having completed our fundraising events for this year, may I on behalf of the 
committee, express our thanks to all of the individuals, businesses and organisations 
who throughout the year, contribute in various ways to our scheme.  Without all of their 
generosity, we would not be able to offer the vouchers for the recipients and the local 
businesses would not benefit from the vouchers being spent within the village. 

After a very successful beer and cider tasting held earlier this year, we plan to 
hold another one in March 2018, details of which will be in the next edition of LINK. 

The committee would like to wish everyone a very happy and healthy Christmas 
and New Year. 
Nigel Burt (Chairman) 

Village Profile 
Phil Bignell – Deputy Leader of South Northants Council and 
Bugbrooke Parish Councillor 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke?  
I spent my first 25 years in Greens Norton, apart from 3 years when I 
went to Salford University, got a degree in Electronics. Great City, 
Manchester. I lived down by the River Irwell. Then came back and 
lived at home, well it’s cheaper, isn’t it, and I’ve always considered 
Northamptonshire as home. I worked at Plessey. Married in 
Bugbrooke Church and came to live in Bugbrooke. I took a job in 
Sales as it paid more than being an engineer. I retired 7 years ago. 
I’ve lived in Bugbrooke 39 years. I’ve had 3 houses here. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Great. I’m a village person. Enjoyed playing out in the fields. I had a sister who is 5 
years older, who now lives in Northampton. I had supportive parents, but no pressure. 
I went to Primary School in Greens Norton and then to Towcester Grammar School 
(now Sponne). The Secondary Modern School was on the same site but they were 
divided by a hedge. Then it became Bilateral  and then Comprehensive. 
Did you enjoy school?  
Yes. Did ‘O’ levels then ‘A’ levels. Failed one, took a year out and then went to 
University. 
Did you do much sport at school? 
Oh yes. All the time. I had asthma as a youngster. Medically I was a nightmare. Really 
bad, but sport got me through. Haven’t used my inhaler for years. I love sport. All 
types. Running, cycling, swimming, motor racing; I’ve run 21 London Marathons, one 
three years ago. I cycle every day. 
Do you have an ambition? 
Not ambition as such. I am very competitive. I always want to cycle faster or be the 
fastest. I need to have a target, a reason to be running or cycling. Just doing it isn’t 
enough. I am in competition with myself. I challenge myself. I love the technology now 
applied to sport. So, I can now check everything my body is doing during the day. I can 
check my speed, heart rate, blood pressure, calories, weight loss or gain. I know 
exactly how it is every minute. On the bike I know the speed, what gear, everything. I 
love data. Sport & technology is an important part of my life. 
You belong to a club? 
Yes. I recently went to the Pyrenees with the Daventry Cycle Club, Keeps me fit. 
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And you’re into technology too? 
Very much, I think it can be used to aid communication. Recently I was able to contact 
an old friend who I noticed on facebook is now in the area. I was able to contact him and 
we’re meeting up again tonight. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
Professional sportsman or be involved in motorsport. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
An e-book. 
That’s cheating. 
White Spider by Heinrich Harrer. It’s about climbing and the first ascent of the north face 
of the Eiger in the Swiss Alps.(1938) 
Who do you admire? 
People who start at the bottom with no advantages and work hard to achieve – like Chris 
Frome. 
What is your favourite holiday destination? 
I love holidays and travel. Mountains (like the Alps) and sandy beaches (like the 
Maldives). 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Don’t grow up too fast. Don’t let computers take over totally. Get a balance to your 
activities. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
It’s a village. I’ve never wanted to live anywhere but in a village. You can be in the 
countryside very quickly in any direction. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
There’s a lack of facilities like shops and we are supposed to be a service village. 
(Medical Centre is brilliant.) 
I think there’s still a divide between the older established inhabitants, people who have 
lived here always, and the newcomers. I still feel a bit of a newcomer after 39 years. I 
don’t know what can be done about that. 
When was your happiest moment? 
I enjoyed my work and I had a very happy time when I first retired and drove around with 
Motorsport. 
What is your favourite food? 
I like French cuisine. Particularly in France. 
What in life is most important to you?  
Purpose and achievement. I have a need to engage and put things back. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
He cared. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Bugbrooke Big Garden Birdwatch 2018 
The annual Bugbrooke Birdwatch will be on the weekend of January 27th-28th 2018. As 
usual, tally forms will be available at Petstop or from me. If you took part last year I shall 
put one through your door, or if you gave me your email address, you will receive an 
email from me shortly before the Birdwatch weekend. This weekend is chosen to 
coincide with the national RSPB birdwatch, so if you take part in that, you would be 
helping to establish what is happening to birds locally by joining in with the Bugbrooke 
Birdwatch. The tally forms need to be returned to me or to Petstop by the 5th February 
and the results will appear in the April LINK. If you opt to receive them by email I will 
send them to you as soon as the results have been collated. All you have to do is watch 
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the birds in your garden for one hour during the weekend and count how many you see 
of each species together at one time. You should not add them up so you will probably 
see only 2, 3, or 4 together at one time. 
Margaret Cooke. 832125 

Bugbrooke WI 
Neil McMahon visited us in September and his talk on old police cases, solved 
using new technology, was fascinating. 

Our AGM in October was somewhat different this year, as we had a most 
enjoyable Indian hot supper served before the business. 

Jean Marshall has agreed to keep the job of president for another year — sighs of 
relief all round. Thank you Jean. 

At our Christmas meeting in December, we have Brian Astell giving a light—
hearted look at the festive season, and all it entails. 

On Monday 8th January 2018, John Hammon’s talk is entitled "Fusion of Fire and 
Ice", a photographic presentation through Iceland. 

Skittles have started. 
All meetings are in the small hall at the Community Centre at 7.30pm on the 1st 

Monday of the month, unless there is a Bank Holiday, when we meet on the 2nd 
Monday. 

Visitors are always welcome. There is a charge of £4.50. 
Brenda Astell, Veronica Chambers 

Bugbrooke East Africa Trust – Christmas 2017 
BEAT has had another busy year. Since 2013 we have been supporting the 
development of Olmotonyi Secondary School. In February this year the school got its 
first Form 4 results (their equivalent of GCSEs) and it did well. This year we built a 60 
bed dormitory for girls and later a third teacher house for a Matron and four teachers. 
The Matron is employed by the school to look after the girls in the dormitory. Both 
dormitory and house are now occupied and proving very successful. 

We are now trying to raise funds to build the other half of the dormitory giving a 
further 60 beds so that even more girls can get a good education. We think that will be 
the last development at this school, at least for the time being, as we now hope to move 
on to another school. 

Musa Secondary School, also in 
Northern Tanzania, is deep in the 
countryside. It is 12 km from the nearest 
small town along dirt roads and there is no 
local transport. Some students have to walk 
up to 8km each way every day to get to 
school. About half the teachers have to travel 
12km each way. The school desperately 
needs dormitories for students. Currently they 
are using two classrooms as temporary 
dormitories with 97 girls sleeping in 62 bunk 
beds; it is more like a prison than a dormitory. 
They also need more accommodation on site 
for teachers, particularly women teachers 
who will not work at the school while they 
have to walk every day across open country. The new teachers’ house 
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In addition they need other facilities like a 
proper laboratory, a decent kitchen and 
better administration space. 

If you would like to help, please make a 
donation to the Bugbrooke East Africa Trust 
(Charity No. 1116470). As always, we 
promise that every penny raised will be used 

for the school. There are no overheads. 
Please have a look at and ‘like’ our Facebook 
page ‘Bugbrooke East Africa Trust’. We try to 
keep this updated on information and local 
fundraising events for BEAT. If you don’t “do” 

Facebook, you can follow our work in LINK and on 
the LINK website. To make a donation, we will put 

a box in the Café or you can contact any of the Trustees. If you would like to Gift Aid your 
donation, forms can be provided. 

Tony Pace (832516), Dave Clayson (833591). Jo Pace (830828), Catherine Parry 
(830267), Peter Taylor (830002) 

Bugbrooke Guides 
Jumble Sale Date for 2018 will 
be Saturday 22nd September. 
Thank you for your support in 
making this years such a 
success. 

My last guide meeting 
after 17 years was a very 
special evening. I want to say 
a BIG public thank you to all 
who contributed to my 
wonderful gift of a large 
wooden carved mushroom that 
looks very grand indeed. 

To all the Guides over the 
years that share my memories. 
To the adults: Helen Asbery 
and Chris Pardon and more 
recently Helen Chick, Chloe 
Betts and Mel Vernon. Best 
wishes to all. 

Inside the new dormitory 

An overcrowded Musa School “dormitory” 

 



20 

 
We had lovely 

cakes and the enrolment 
for new guides, as well 
as a Christmas craft. 

A very BIG thank 
you. 
Jane 

Our Apple Pie 
evening went amazingly 
well, and although rather 
wet our sleepover in the 
grounds of Warwick 
Castle was enjoyed by 
all. 

Contact Helen at bugbrookeguides@gmail.com 
 Helen and Chloe 
And goodbye from Jane 

The Wednesday Club 
6th September  Hello everyone, here we are happy to 
be back at our Wednesday Club after our annual 
August break for summer holidays. We had a game of 
bingo or cards, afternoon refreshments followed by a 
raffle and lots of catching up with everyone. 

4th October  Today we had our fish and chip 
lunch which 30 people attended and we all agreed how 
delicious it tasted. We sang Happy Birthday to Madge 
who had reached a milestone birthday, and she shared 
her beautiful birthday cake with us all. There was a lot 
of book swapping  which most of us enjoy, and a lovely 
box of apples which we could help ourselves to from 
the Café. Thank you to all our Committee members for 
a very pleasant afternoon and to our bus drivers for a 
safe journey home. 

If anyone would like to join our Wednesday Club 
which is held fortnightly from 2pm to 4pm, we have 
outings and special meals with entertainment in the 
Sunday School as well as our normal meetings, contact Linda on 831219 or Ann on 
700870 and start your New Year off well. Look forward to seeing you there. 
Anne Howard 

Nature Notes 
Well by the time you read this you will all be thinking towards 
Christmas. Some of you who are really organised (I’m not one) will 
already be writing your Christmas cards.  Every year I say that I won’t 
buy the traditional ones with the robin on the front (together with the 
red letter box and even our red telephone boxes that are now taking a 
place in our hearts in a nostalgic way due to there being so few 
around) and every year I fail. The robin redbreast has been a national 
favourite for many years. Our first uniformed postmen took their 
name from the robin redbreast because their uniform was a red 

Mrs Stead’s 90th birthday was 

celebrated at the Wednesday Club 
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jacket and were given the name, ‘Robins’. I see there was a recent survey done by BBC 
Springwatch in 2015 where the robin won with 34% of the vote. The blackbird was in 2nd 
place until the children’s votes were counted and amazingly (well I was surprised) that 
the blackbird was knocked into 3rd place by the barn owl. The lovely little wren was in 
4th place. 

  As I write this at the end of October, the weather is still incredibly mild.  The 
borders and lawns are still growing.  I’m still waiting for the first frosts so I can cut down 
the dahlias and of course the first parsnips need that frost to enhance their flavour. 

I enjoy each season for its own qualities.  Autumn is mellow at the moment after the 
strong winds caused by Ophelia and Brian, but I understand we have colder weather 
imminently on the horizon.  For me, winter starts this weekend with the end of British 
Summertime… darker nights and lighter mornings. With it the slight change in our 
perception of home comforts.  Gone are the family gatherings in the garden around the 
barbecue.  Now we turn to roaring fires, tasty casseroles and Sunday roasts. Toasting 
crumpets in front of the fire with the grandchildren. Just hunkering down for 5 months 
until those clocks change again at the end of March.   

To end on a positive note... For a number of years there has been controversy 
suggesting farmers were blamed for the decline in skylarks (ground nesters) but on our 
daily dog walk, we enjoy being accompanied by the endless song from the skylarks, so 
uplifting.  There is certainly not a shortage of them around Bugbrooke. 

This just leaves me to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and may 2018 be your 
best year ever. 
Pamela Cox  01327 830139 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
National Demonstrator Keith Smithies came all the way from Llandudno to 
entertain us at our October meeting. He used a wide variety of flowers in a 
range of wonderful colour combinations. We were joined by several visitors 
who I am sure enjoyed the evening. Simone (who is an area judge) had a very 
difficult task deciding on a winner in the competition which was an all foliage 
arrangement. There were eleven entries - the most ever. The winner was  
Jan Henson with Margaret MacIntosh second. All the entries were of a good standard  
so maybe we are learning and improving after attending the workshops several 
times a year. The next is on 7th December when we will no doubt make something  
special for Christmas. 

Simone has now taken over as South Midlands Area Chairman, so a busy time 
ahead for her. We wish her well and know she will do a great job. 
The Society's AGM will be on 22nd January followed by a buffet supper. 
For more information please ring Dianne on 01604 830003 or Simone 01237 342167 or 
take a look at our Facebook page. 
Jane Barker 

Are the Police and Criminal Justice Service Providing the 
Right Support for People with Mental Illness? 
This is the question being asked by Stephen Mold, Northamptonshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner as he launches a Time2Listen mental health consultation. 

The consultation is now live at www.time2listennorthants.co.uk  - and is focussed 
on gaining a better understanding of the experience of people with mental illness, ADHD 
and Autism - and their interactions with the police and criminal justice service in 
Northamptonshire.  

http://www.time2listennorthants.co.uk
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Northamptonshire Police spends more than twenty percent of its time supporting 

victims of crime and detainees with mental health needs. Over the next three months, the 
commissioner wants to hear from local people to get a true picture of how effective the 
police and the criminal justice services are in supporting people with mental illness and 
what can be done to improve those interactions. 

Stephen Mold said: “This is a really important consultation. One in four people 
experience mental illness, and while many have little or no contact with the police, it’s vital 
we take the time to listen and find out if individuals with mental ill health who are in contact 
- be it through their neighbourhood, as a victim or witness, or someone who has been 
involved in crime – are receiving the right support from the police and from the wider 
criminal justice system. 

I want to hear from as many people as possible – we know there are lots of people 
with mental illness, ADHD and Autism that have had a very positive experience and 
received really good support, but similarly we know that for others this was definitely not 
the case. I urge people to get involved in the Time2Listen consultation and share their 
stories with us. This is a real opportunity to learn from people’s experiences.     

The Time2Listen consultation will hear from people via face to face interviews, 
telephone conversations, focus groups, workshops and by an online survey. The 
consultation is also open to parents, carers and loved ones of those with mental illnesses, 
ADHD and Autism. 

The consultation is being led by Helen Cook, Head of Involvement and 
Communications at the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner.  She said: “As well 
as speaking to people with experience of mental illness, Time2Listen will also consult with 
professionals and support agencies working within the criminal justice system, such as 
police officers, probation officers and mental health workers.  

We want to capture their feedback - both positive and negative on the effectiveness 
of current practices and discuss any potential barriers to improving services for people with 
mental illness, ADHD and Autism.” 

The outcomes and any recommendations from the consultation will be shared with 
the Northamptonshire Mental Health Criminal Justice Board.  

For more information about the Time2Listen consultation visit:  
www.time2listennorthants.co.uk  

Campion School 
Care, commitment and community have been key themes of our first term at Campion. Our 
Sixth Form Student Leadership Team organised a superb Macmillan Bake Off with more 
than 40 entries. The judging team was wowed by the high standard of cakes which had 
been carefully and skilfully created by Campion students. We were also delighted when 
following the judging ceremony, the sale of the cakes raised well over £300 to support the 
Macmillan Cancer Support Charity.    

In October we welcomed students and their guests to our annual Key Stage 4 Awards 
Evening. These awards recognised the outstanding commitment made by each award 
winner during 2016-17 in a wide range of academic and non-academic fields.  It was great 
to acknowledge the commitment of students to their learning, to school life, to extra-
curricular opportunities and to community work on behalf of others. Our guest speaker for 
this special event was ex-student, Joe Stockley who shared his experience with our award 
winners. 

On 11th October we were packed out with people visiting Campion for our Year 5/6 
Open Evening. With more than 300 people attending each one of the three presentation 
sessions, car parking was something of a challenge on this very busy night! As always our 
students were great ambassadors for the school and our guests enjoyed a wide range of 

http://www.time2listennorthants.co.uk
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exciting experiences including scientific experiments, popcorn poetry and some 
pancake making (and tasting!) too. Hearing our Year 13 and Year 7 students – who 
had only been with us for 5 weeks -  speak about life at Campion is always a real joy 
and privilege too.  

That week was a particularly busy week for Year 7, with 40 students then 
heading off to Staffordshire for a weekend residential experience. Abseiling, rock 
climbing, problem solving, zip wiring and caving are just a few of the activities both 
staff and students took part in over the two day event. The students had a fabulous 
time (and not much sleep!). 

Many of our students enjoyed a wide range of experiences including Barcelona, 
Cologne and St Omer in France. In addition our World Challenge students were in 
Snowdonia preparing for their summer visit to India (Ladakh region). 

It speaks volumes about the commitment of Campion colleagues that they are 
willing to give their weekends and time during school holidays to provide such 
wonderful opportunities. Indeed, more members of Year 7 enjoyed the same 
experience in November. 

Our S.T.O.P anti-bullying campaign remains high profile as we continue to 
remind all students about the importance of caring for each other. J Sol joined us to 
lead a series of workshops encouraging all members of the school community to be 
aware of Cyberbullying. 

Our students continue to be involved in a wide range of excellent experiences 
and have enjoyed a most successful autumn term. 

On behalf of all at Campion I wish you a joyful festive season and all the very 
best for 2018. 
Claire Whitmore, Headteacher 
PS Buy a brick for Christmas! The opportunity to have your own personalised 
message engraved on a brick which will then be set into the very fabric of the school is 
still open. Make your mark, say thank you, remember friends and loved ones, or just 
share a memory or a message for future generations at Campion. A brick in the 
Golden Anniversary wall is a wonderful way of celebrating either your time or your 
support for the school. All money raised will go towards the Campion Opportunity 
Fund. Not only will the Project show our pride in Campion's past, it will also give an 
opportunity for our next generation of students to walk in the footsteps of those who 
came before them and inspire the future. 

Please have a look at https://campionsgoldenjubilee.co.uk/index.php for further 
information and to donate a brick and help us fundraise for Campion. 

Christmas presents wanted?  
Please remember the History of Campion book would make an ideal Christmas 
present or stocking filler for anyone with connections with Campion. Books are on sale 
from school, Community Café and several village shops.  We also have a supply.  

We hope the first order of commemorative bricks will be on display in the wall 
soon and we are now taking orders for the next batch. Again a very personal 
Christmas present.  

Thank you to everyone who has already supported these projects. 
Jane Causebrook and John Perkins 

A Big Thank-you 
This is to say thanks to all those wingless angels who have helped me with lifts during 
the past few months, when an attack of sciatica combined with the general effects of 
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increasing age made it hard for me to get about.  My “regular” angels all know who 
they are and how much I appreciate lifts they give me.  I shan’t name any of the rest 
of you, because you all know who you are, but you’ve taken me round to the Music 
Group meeting, gone out of your way to get me to the railway station early one 
morning, helped me get to Victoria Street to pick up a long distance coach, lifted me 
to Nether Heyford and to town for shopping, taken me to the local Garden Centre;  on 
one occasion your own children volunteered to walk from Johns Road so that I and 
my bulging shopping trolley could be got into the car.  The list, and my gratitude, is 
endless. It means so much to someone who doesn’t drive to know that there are 
people out there who willingly help out. 
Diana Cockrill 

Nether Heyford Tennis Club  
We are a small friendly club offering tennis for all abilities and ages.  We have 
floodlights and play throughout the winter. Winter membership is now available - £50 
and entitles a member to almost unlimited court use until end of March 2018. 

The club is currently running coaching for adults and juniors - Mondays 5.00-
6pm Juniors and 6.00-7.00pm adults. On Saturday mornings there is also Junior 
tennis coaching. 

Further information www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis/ or contact Jo 
01327 349094,  jodickson@btinternet.com 

Bugbrooke Beavers 
These terms started with welcoming three new Beavers and have welcomed three 
more as well. We have made the most of the light evenings and have had a walk 
along the canal where the Beavers had to find and locate items on the list. They 
enjoyed standing on the railway bridge where they waved to the train drivers as they 
passed under the bridge. As part of their health and fitness badge they prepared 
healthy food such as wraps and fruit kebabs and learnt about healthy eating. They 
have also had a session of tag coached by Steve, from Bugbrooke Badgers. Beavers 
also learnt the importance of first aid and how to make an emergency phone call, 
how to open an airway and put a casualty in the recovery position. They had fun 
practicing on each other and the leaders. Last week we had a campfire outside the 
Scout hut where they sang camp fire songs and toasted marshmallows. They also 
learnt about Guy Fawkes and got to burn a guy. This week we have an RAF veteran 
who will be visiting the Beavers to talk about his experiences in both Gulf wars and 
we will be attending the service at St Michaels. 

 We are now full and have a waiting list so if your son or daughter will be six in 
the next few months and wishes to join Beavers please contact 07512765034 or 
message via our Facebook page to put them on the waiting list. 

Bugbrooke Scouts 
The Scouts have had several evenings of map reading in preparation for their 
participation in star trek, a night hike that took them around Everdon and Weedon in 
the dark. They had to navigate using a map and grid references between bases 
where they took part in different challenges and were marked on their team work, 
ability to complete the challenge and their behaviour.  They enjoyed this activity and 
felt it taught them independence and team work. This took five hours to complete; 

http://www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis/
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they finished at 2am and were all very tired but felt that they had gained from the 
experience. I as their leader was very proud of the way in which they behaved and 
worked as a team. They then spent a night in Watford Village Hall with all the other 
teams. They have also completed a hike to Nether Heyford and back along the canal. 
Unfortunately the weather was not good and we all got wet. They have also been 
learning different knots to enable them to complete their pioneer badge and had a 
joint Halloween party with the Cubs. We are now looking forward to our next 
challenge which will be in January when we will attend the county Scout camp aptly 
named Brass Monkey. 

We currently have spaces in the Scout group so if your son or daughter are 
aged between 10 and 14 and wish to join Scouts please contact 07512765034 or 
message via our Facebook page. 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice 

Flu Clinics:  Attendance at the two flu clinics run by the surgery was good. At present 
the surgery do not plan to hold any more clinics, but if you still want a flu jab contact 
the surgery for details of how you can get one. Generally they are being offered to 
‘walk–in’ patients after 5.00pm Monday to Thursday, but it is best to check with 
reception before turning up.  
Calling all carers   Do you look after someone? If you look after someone who's ill, 
elderly or disabled, don't risk giving them flu this winter or being ill yourself. 
GP Registrars The GP Registrars who joined the practice in August are now seeing 
patients and contributing to surgery life. They will be moving on in December and a 
new group of Registrars will be joining, at present they have not yet been confirmed, 
but the surgery hopes to have another three registrars. 
Information Leaflets Any recent visitors to the surgery will have noticed that the table 
with information leaflets has been moved to the centre of the waiting room. These 
leaflets were sourced by the PPG and are free for patients to take away and read at 
their leisure.  
Friends and Family As part of their contract the surgery is required to complete a 
monthly report on all feedback it has received from any sources. If you have any 
comments to make about the surgery please complete one of the Friends and Family 
Response cards that can be found, together with the responses collection box, by the 
arrivals screen.  
Patient Participation Group Are you interested in joining the Patient Participation 
Group?  We are especially looking for representatives from Gayton, Harpole and 
Rothersthorpe to join the Group and have their say about the Practice and the 
services it offers.  If you are interested in becoming a member, please email the 
Practice Manager at sam.masters@gp-k83070.nhs.uk  The next PPG meeting will 
take place on 8th January at 6pm at the Surgery. 

SURGERY AND DISPENSARY CLOSURES 
Wednesday 6th December Closed for staff training from 12.30 

Please note a week earlier due to 

Christmas 

For urgent medical problems, please call NHS Out of Hours on 111 or for 

life-threatening emergencies, call 999 

mailto:sam.masters@gp-k83070.nhs.uk
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from 
middle-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm 
and non-members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/
Jigsaw Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, 
Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and 
Scrabble (three groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 11 December at 2.00pm – ‘Behind the Scenes at Milton Keynes Theatre’ by 
Nicola Jelliman. A member of theatre staff gives an illustrated look behind the 
scenes at a modern theatre. 
Note that this is the second Monday of the month. 
Monday 15 January 2018 at 2.00pm – ‘The First World War Prisoner of War Camp at 
Eastcote House’ by Peter Stratton. The story of a little-known local camp, for which 
no evidence of its existence now remains. 
Enquiries to 01327-340954 (Margaret Macintosh) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-
nene 

Towcester Museum Victorian Christmas 
The volunteers and trustees of Towcester Museum warmly invite you to our magical 
Victorian-themed Christmas celebration, which will be held on Saturday 9th 
December from 10am - 4pm. 

Entry to the Victorian Christmas as well as ‘The Towcester Story’ and the ‘Old 
Railway Exhibition’ will be FREE all day! 

You will be merrily welcomed into the museum by the wonderful Towcester 
Studio Band who will be playing Christmas carols. The museum will be decorated 
traditionally and our volunteers dressed beautifully in period costume, so that you 
can experience the charm of a Victorian Christmas.  

We will be serving mulled wine, wassail punch and our locally brewed heritage 
ales as well as a selection of festive treats, including mince pies, sugar plums and 
our Christmas fudge. 

Our strict headmistress will be running a craft workshop for children to make 
Victorian-style Christmas crackers or tree decorations in our Victorian classroom, 
complete with chalkboards and authentic finger stocks.  

Christmas soaps and candles made using Victorian methods as well 
interesting books, yummy treats and children’s gifts will be available to buy from our 
shop, so that you can find the perfect Christmas present. 
‘Towcester Goes to War’ Temporary Exhibition Opening in 2018 
Towcester Museum will be staging an informative and respectful temporary 
exhibition to commemorate World War One, the impact it had on Towcester and the 
town’s inspirational local heroes. 
Interested in Volunteering? 
Towcester Museum is currently welcoming new volunteers to join our friendly and 
dedicated team. We tailor each role to the individual and their aspirations.  

For more information please see towcestermuseum.co.uk, call on 01327 
352662 or visit us at White Horse Yard, 163-165 Watling St, Towcester NN12 6BU. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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2nd Bugbrooke Brownies 
We have had an exciting beginning to the new term, we joined other Rainbow, Brownie 
and Guide groups from the Flore District for a Harvest Day at the community Centre, we 
made book Hedgehogs, Fairy Cones, and Corn Dollies. 

The girls chose to do their Friends to Animals badge so we arranged for a visit to 
Pets at Home in Daventry. The girls’ were praised by the staff for their excellent behaviour 

and loved seeing and petting the animals, they discussed how to 
look after animals. Then we invited some of the girls own pets into a 
meeting. 
We did a Ramble around the village and raised £227 for Children In 
Need. The girls also started their Book Lovers badge and we took 
the girls to Towcester Library, where they were shown how to find 
books in the library, how to look after books and made bookmarks. 
We had a party for Hal-
loween, the girls did Pin 
the Wart on the Witch, 
Doughnut on a String 
(this was so funny to 

watch) and apple bobbing. 
We have Operation Christmas Box com-

ing up and various other Christmas activities 
and for five new members of the pack. their 
Promise. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 
7 and you would like to put her name on our 
waiting list please email us at 2ndbugbrooke-
brownies@gmail.com .  We meet on a Tues-
day night 6-7.30pm at the Sunday School 
Rooms. 
Polar Bear (Anna Bell), Panda (Charlotte 
Moriarty) & Dolphin (Karen Cummins)  

mailto:2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
mailto:2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
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The Football Club firework display proved very 

popular again this year.  Photo by Alan Dale 
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Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Our 1st X1 have clinched promotion to League 7 for 2018, and we will also be 
playing our 2nd X1 on Saturdays. We run Junior sides against other Clubs and also 
have a full Sunday Fixture list. 

If anybody would like to join our Club as player and/or social member and would 
like a guided tour of our excellent facilities near the brook please contact myself.  
Peter White, President, 50 High St. Bugbrooke, 01604 8324523 
 p.g.white@btinternet.com 

Bugbrooke St. Michael’s Football Club  
The Senior sides are well into the season and playing good football throughout the teams. 
This no doubt stems from the long-term youth policy that the club has run for many years. 
The coaching that has taken place over those years has produced players who have good 
technique and passing abilities. All Bugbrooke teams are good to watch and are usually 
the best footballing side on the pitch. 

The Club had a welcome visit from Glenn Middleton at the end of October. He came 
back with his family to his first club having now progressed to Norwich City under 21’s 
and Scotland’s under 19 and 21 teams. He appears to be making good progress and we 
wish him well in the future. 

The 1st team are finding things physically tough in United Counties Division One but 
are playing good football and likely to make progress if they maintain their style.  The 
Reserves are faring better and currently lie in the top six teams.  The “A’s” are doing very 
well after being promoted up the divisions to Division One of the Central Combinations.  
They are also currently in the top six but the “B” side whilst playing well, are also finding it 
a bit tough. 

All youth teams are progressing well with the Under 14’s and Under 15’s close to the 
top of their “A” Divisions.  We start youth football at 7 years and all teams are run by 
qualified coaches and it is now showing through to senior sides.  The Under 18’s are also 
well placed in the Northants Senior Youth League and playing against some of the 
biggest clubs in Northants and surrounding counties. 

The club is available for hire to local people and old players are always welcome at 
the club.  Come up and enjoy a game.  It can be watched from the clubhouse whilst 
enjoying a cup of tea (or other!). 
John Curtis 

100 Years Ago. October-November 1917 
The memorial plaque in church to the 27 Bugbrooke men who fell in the Great War, lists 
them in order of rank. The first two are Lieutenant HORACE WHITE and Sergeant 
FRANK NIGHTINGALE and both of these men were killed within a month of each other in 
October and November 1917, along with another man listed on the plaque, Pte RICHARD 
DAVIS.  All dying 100 years ago. There is a moving article following this one on FRANK 
NIGHTINGALE written by a member of his family, so no more will be said of him here.  
HORACE WHITE and RICHARD DAVIS however should be mentioned. 

HORACE ARTHUR WHITE was born in 1893 in Bugbrooke, the son of ARTHUR 
WHITE, a master bricklayer who worked for the Grand Junction Canal Company. He 
attended Bugbrooke School and went on to Northampton Grammar School for Boys. He 
must have volunteered soon after the outbreak of war, for he joined as a Private gaining 
rapid promotion to Temporary Second Lieutenant from 18 December 1914, and later 
posted to the Northamptonshire Regiment. Horace went to France in September 1915,  
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and was serving with the Royal Irish Fusiliers when he was severely wounded in the 
head on 20 November 1917.  Sadly, he died of his wounds two days later. The first curt 
and un-punctuated telegram to his family – his father in Bugbrooke – reporting that Horace 
had a dangerous gunshot wound  and compound skull fracture.   

 In the school log book on the 23rd October, Frank Wright the Headmaster, received 
a telegram from France saying that Lieutenant HORACE WHITE had been killed. The 
flag was flown at half mast on the school flagpole.  Frank Wright reported that he was 
well liked by all who knew him, and that he had only been married that midsummer.  

RICHARD DAVIS was born in Bugbrooke in 1886. His father ran the village 
newsagents and his mother a private school in the village. Aged 15 we know he was 
working as an apprentice baker in Daventry and he enlisted in Bethnal Green, Middlesex. 
His war record sadly was one of the many destroyed by fire during the second world war, 
but we do know that he was killed in action at Ypres on the 18th October 1917. He is 
commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial at Zonnebeke in Belgium. 

FRANK WILLIAM WRIGHT, son of the village headmaster, had enlisted in 
September 1914. He served on the front until he was discharged on 17th October 1917 
due to a wry neck aggravated by active service. His discharge papers along with his 
wallet were lost on Huddersfield station and he spent many years battling bureaucracy to 
get replacements. After the war he moved to London and worked for the Daily Express. 

Men were still being called up under conscription, and in this period ARTHUR 

This picture drawn by Jim Inch should have  been in the last edition of LINK but was 

missed.  It illustrates the day in August 1917 when an aeroplane swooped down and 

circled the playground to the delight of the pupils who were at playtime. 
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JEYES and GEORGE ALLEN from Bugbrooke, joined up and spent until 1919 in France 
and Germany. 

In early October, several children were admitted to the school from London, sent 
here to escape the Zeppelin raids there. However on the 19th  October, Zeppelin L 45, 
one of a squadron of 11 airships which attacked England, was trying to reach Sheffield, 
but instead meeting strong head winds, dropped bombs on Northampton and London. 
The Zeppelin passed over Castle Station in Northampton and dropped 22 bombs near it, 
killing one woman outright, her twin daughters dying soon after. The area was now in the 
war zone, and the deaths were the first war deaths in Northampton since the civil war. 
L 45 then reduced altitude to try to escape the winds but was forced back into the higher 
air currents by aircraft. The airship then had mechanical failure in three engines and was 
blown over France, eventually coming down near Sisteron. It was set on fire and the 
crew surrendered. A memorial has recently been placed in St James to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of this event and the ensuing deaths. 

In the village, the school children were very busy picking blackberries.Throughout 
the country rural schools were instructed to ‘employ their children in gathering 
blackberries during school hours’ for the Government jam making scheme. 

Bugbrooke School rose to the challenge and supervised by their teachers groups 
went out into the fields from 1st October to the 22nd October; to harvest what was 
obviously a bumper crop. The School Log records that the school children gathered a 
total of 622lbs of blackberries, which were taken to Northampton to be sent to the jam 
factories set up for jam to be sent to the troops. Jam was a valuable source of vitamins, 
vital to keep troops healthy.  

There is no mention of any payment for this work, but the next year in 1918, when 
food rationing had been introduced, the school did similar work and was paid money 
which was distributed amongst the children. 

In the war, Peru, Uruguay and Brazil all declared war on Germany in October. 
Russia on the other hand, was going through its revolution, and the new Bolshevik 
government under Lenin, was in discussions with Germany to conclude a separate if 
humiliating peace treaty. The eventual withdrawal of the Russian troops from the war, 
would be countered by the American forces arriving on the Western Front. 

The war had just one year left to run and another 12 Bugbrooke men were to die in 
that time. 
Geoff Cooke for the 100 Years Project. 

Two Brothers Go to War 
Frank Nightingale was born on the 20th January 1898. His parents were Joshua and 
Mary Ann who had lived in Pattishall and later moved to Bugbrooke. They had 6 
surviving sons and 2 daughters, Frank being the youngest child. 

He worked right from a young age with his brother Wallace on a farm as a labourer. 
They grew up together as there was only two years difference in age. Life was hard for 
their family but a happy one until the 4th August 1914 when Britain declared War on 
Germany.  Many young men rushed off to join up. 

Wallace signed up in October 1914 at the age of 18. He was enlisted into the 
London Regiment of the Territorial Force posted to 1/11th (County of London) Battalion. 
They were unofficially called The Finsbury Rifles. To the shock of his family Frank 
followed his older brother and enlisted. However, he was under age at sixteen and a half 
but he had the calling to follow his brother and serve his country.  What must his mother 
Mary Ann have thought? Her baby son leaving home to fight!!  His Medical Inspection 
Report read that his apparent age was eighteen and 10 months.  His height was 5ft 6ins 
and he had a girth of 36ins and excellent vision. 
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Frank joined the 4th Res Northamptonshire regiment as 
a Private and was stationed at Peterborough from October 
1914 to May 1916. We think his true age was discovered so 
he was not allowed to go to France. While on leave he came 
home to Bugbrooke and met Flossie Bannard who was a 
nursemaid for the Harrison family at the Hall, they got 
engaged. We feel they may have thought themselves very 
young but with the war showing no sign of ending and being 
deeply in love then it was the right thing to do. 

Wallace had been sent to Gallipoli sailing from Plymouth 
in July 1915 and landed at Mudros, Sulva Bay some 12 days 
later. He fought until January 1916 and after spending time in 
Cairo Hospital was sent back to England suffering the after 
effects of dysentery. After he recovered he decided to join The 
2nd Machine Gun Corps in July 1916 as a Lance Corporal. He 
was sent to France where he was wounded in the Right 
shoulder and taken prisoner. His family received the news that he was missing; 
therefore they thought he had been killed. 

In the meantime Frank had been promoted to Lance Corporal in May 1916 and 
later in that July only two weeks after Wallace had joined the Machine Gun Corps he 
decided to follow his brother into the Corps. We know he trained at Killingham Moor 
Camp as he injured his hand on the practice range. 

The Machine Gun Corps was known as ‘The Suicide Club’ as the corps always 
accompanied a regiment in the first wave of every assault and remained to cover every 
retirement usually losing many men.  It was hard work with the carrying of the Vickers 
machine gun weighing 42.5lbs with 7.5 pints of cooling water to prevent overheating. 
Each gun was carried by one member of the squad while the other seven men carried 
the tripod and ammunition. In the First World War 170,500 officers and men served in 
the Corps with 62,049 casualties.   

Our thoughts were that Frank made a good soldier even for his young age. 
However, in October 1916 he was reported for Neglecting his duty by allowing his work 
party to be dismissed without permission.  This did not stop him from being promoted to 
Acting Sergeant in January 1917.  On the 24th February 1917 he embarked at 
Southampton and landed two days later landing at Le Havre in France and was later 
promoted to Sergeant. He served in the 174th MGC 
(Infantry) assigned to 59th (2nd North Midland) Division. 
176th Brigade under Major General C.F. Romer. 

In September 1917 he attended an Aircraft Course. 
Was he having second thoughts fighting in such a dangerous 
unit? He could have been thinking about his fiancée at 
home. 

On the 28th November 1917 his unit was part of the 
Battle of Cambrai. Under the orders of General Bung the 
division entered the recently captured line between Cantaing 
and Bourlan Wood.  The weather was terrible, it had snowed 
and sitting in the trenches and shell holes must have been 
terrifying and this young man must have wanted to be home 
with his family.  The battle on the 30th November started at 
7am and in the wave one group of the MGC fired over 
70,000 rounds.  However, the Germans counterattacked and 

Frank Nightingale 

Wallace Nightingale 
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regained the ground that had been taken. Bourlan Wood was subjected to a gas attack 
and Cantaing Mill was set alight. There was a great loss of life believed to have been 
44,207 dead, wounded or missing between 20th November to the 8th December. Some 
6,000 soldiers were taken prisoner. 

In the fighting on the 30th Sergeant Frank Nightingale was 
killed alongside a private in the same corps.  Their bodies were 
buried side by side at Anneux British Cemetery near Cambrai. 
Mary Ann had lost her youngest son and Wallace was still 
missing.  Family discussions said that she never got over losing 
her son.  She was allowed to visit Frank’s grave in 1921 which 
was paid by the War Graves Commission.  It took her two 
weeks to get there. Firstly travelling by cart to Castle Station. 

Wallace was released as a prisoner in February 1918 and 
was repatriated via Rotterdam where he wrote postcards to his 
family. He was discharged in July 1918 as he was no longer fit 
for military duty.  He was awarded the Silver War Badge 
alongside his 1914-1915 Star, the British War Medal and 
Victory medal.   

But the story did have a happy ending. When Wallace 
returned to Bugbrooke he visited Flossie to console his onetime 
future sister in law.  Their friendship grew and they fell in love 
and were married in May 1920.  They had three children Enid, 
Michael and Frank the first born son named after his uncle. 

So you see from losing one brave man we gained 
another, our grandfather Wallace Pateman Nightingale who 
died in July 1958 aged 62.  

On the 30th November 2017 one hundred years since Frank Nightingale was killed 
his great niece Jan Curtis will stand by his grave and visit Bourlan Wood where so many 
heroes died.   
Jan Curtis and Barbara Bell 

Bugbrooke Millennium Green 
The path across the churchyard connecting the original and new land of the Millennium 
Green is now established. The old gate was something of a hazard, as it opened out on 
to the path from Ace Lane by the bridge. Consequently, with the approval of the PCC, it 
has been sealed shut (with thanks to Peter Wilkins). Whips will be planted across the old 
gate to extend and complete the existing hedge. 

The wooden posts with name plaques identifying the tree and the donor 
organisation are now beginning to rot and will be replaced by new, probably metal, 
plaques. 

During October and November, Trust members and willing volunteers, were busy 
planting yet more bulbs. The reward will be a host of golden daffodils along Trent Valley 
Way from West End to the Churchyard. The usual leaf clearing Working Party on 
Saturday 25 November will clear the path of fallen leaves and perform other seasonal 
tasks as necessary.  
David Harries, Chairman, Bugbrooke Millennium Green Trust 

History Group 
Our Winter Walk this year is arranged for Saturday 30th December starting at the 
Community Centre at 12 noon. Children and dogs are welcome. It is important to hang 

Visiting Frank’s grave in 1921 
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on to the history of the village, the streets, houses, and past lives of villagers. The best 
way of finding out more is to be told about it all by someone who has lived his whole life 
here. Find out more and then you too can pass the knowledge on. Seasonal refreshments 
will be available to warm everyone after the walk. 

At our November meeting Malcolm Deacon gave a fascinating talk about William 
Carey, who was born in 1761, the son of a weaver in Paulerspury, Northamptonshire. He 
was baptised in the River Nene and from very humble beginnings he educated himself, 
became a schoolmaster, shoemaker and minister of the Baptist Chapel in Moulton. He 
took his wife and family with him to India as a missionary and taught himself many 
different languages including those spoken by various tribes in India. By 1797 he had 
translated the New Testament into Bengali. There is great respect for William Carey in 
India. He worked tirelessly against sati, the burning of widows, and the sacrifice of babies. 
He developed colleges, maintained interest in horticulture and geology., but his greatest 
achievements are his translations. A very talented and determined man. Our thanks go to 
Malcolm for a wonderful talk. 

Our next meeting at the Community Centre will be on February 14th.  
For any more information phone me on 01604 830518 

Pat Kent   (secretary) 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2017 
Once again I would very much like to thank everybody who gave to this year’s 
worthwhile poppy appeal. A special thank you to: the Parish Council, who purchased 
a wreath again, all the shops and outlets in the village who put out boxes and 
collection tins. A special thank you to each of the schools in the village that collected 
for the Royal British Legion. Again I wish to thank Terry Ward for all his support and 
advice. The final sum raised by the village of Bugbrooke was £1003.40 which is 
slightly lower than last year’s total of £1100.84. 
 John Perkins, (Poppy Appeal Organiser) 
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BC - Bugbrooke Chapel  CC - Community Centre  Ch - St Michael & All Angels  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall  VH - Village Hall  SS - Sunday School  

 

Announcements 
 
Don Prime — Betty, Sue, Rod and Family wish to thank everyone for attending the  
funeral and for all the lovely cards and messages of sympathy on the sad loss of Don. 
Also thank you for any donations to the British Heart Foundation. 
 
 
 

Diary 
 

December 

 
January 

 
 
 

4 7:30pm 
Bugbrooke WI – ‘A light hearted look at the 
 festive season’ 

CC 

7 7:45pm Flower Club Workshop NHVH 

8 3.30pm Primary School Christmas Extravaganza CC 

8 Closing date for nominations to Parish Council 

9 12 –4pm 
Christmas Fair and Craft Fair—in aid of North-
ampton Homes for Hounds and Northants  
Greyhound Rescue 

CC 

9 10am-4:00pm Victorian Christmas (Free all day) 
Towcester 
Museum 

11 2:00pm 
U3A - ‘Behind the Scenes at Milton Keynes 
Theatre’ 

CC 

15 
&16 

7.30pm 
Heyford Singers Christmas Concert. Ring 
01327 340741 

NHVH 

30 12noon History Group Winter Walk CC 

8 6:00pm Patients Participation Group meeting BS 

8 7:30pm Bugbrooke WI – ‘Fusion of Fire and Ice’   

15 2:00pm 
U3A – ‘WW1 Prisoner of War camp at Eastcote 
House’ 

CC 

22 7:45pm Flower Club AGM NHVH 

27/
28 

All weekend Big Garden Birdwatch Bugbrooke 
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