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Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in the 
factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not necessarily 
 endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 204), June 2017 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

 
In my Chairman’s report at the AGM I described the LINK 
Magazines over the last year as informative and interesting. You’ll 
be pleased to know that applies equally to this issue, with 
fascinating contributions as well as news and dates for village 
organisations and events. 

I particularly like the piece titled “Tulipmania” concerning a trip to the Netherlands; 
the “Hurricane” report and amazing local history from 100 years ago during the Great 
War. 

To produce this publication every two months involves the combined effort of a 
great team, with much work carried out behind the scenes. As well as the committee 
members, who I thanked individually at the AGM, there are many others who contribute 
throughout the year. 

So a big thank you to all the advertisers, deliverers, photographers, writers, web 
site and social media followers and of course our faithful readers. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 03 July 
2017, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way of 

us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
Finally the Parish Council has its own website www.bugbrookeparishcouncil.org.   

The new website has lots of information about the Parish Council and the village 
generally and will be regularly updated.  There are also some lovely photos on the site 
taken by local residents, who have very kindly agreed to let us share their great pictures.  
We are also connected to Twitter and Facebook and there is a “contact us” form for any 
resident wanting to contact the Parish Council. 

Please do take a look and let us know if there is something particular you would 
like to see on the website. 

Councillors have expressed their gratitude to Bugbrooke LINK for allowing us to 
share their site for so long.  The Parish Council will of course continue to work closely 
with the LINK as it is such an important part of communicating with residents. 

The new financial year provides a new opportunity for local groups or organisations 
to apply to the Parish Council for grant funding.  This year, the amount available is 
increased and in certain circumstances the total amount that can be applied for is also 
increased to £1,000, but generally it’s £500.  Is your  group or organisation in need of 
some new  equipment or are you fund raising for a specific project and need some help?  
Grant applications are considered at the meetings in June, September, December and 
March. 

  Any village organisation can apply, and the application form is available on the 
Bugbrooke Parish Council - Noticeboard; Policies – Grant Funding.    Applications will 
next be considered at the meeting on June 12, so applications must be received by 3rd 
June at the latest.  Any received after that date will be held over until the September 
meeting. 

Front Page:   Tim Randle’s picture taken when the footpaths were still muddy. 
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 If you need help completing the application or advice on whether your organisation 
is eligible, please contact the Parish Clerk on 01604 832838 or 
bugbrookepc@btconnect.com. 
Parking issues in the village 
The parking in and around the village is an issue that is always popular with many 
residents.  We have all experienced problems in one place or another at different times, 
but unfortunately it is a problem of modern living in a village. The Parish Council, 
together with most residents, would not wish to see a full scale parking scheme with the 
double yellow lines throughout the village – too much like the centre of Northampton. 

However, there are one or two locations that have been identified, where it is felt 
they would benefit from parking restrictions being imposed, to try and make road safety 
better for all road users.  The locations that the Parish Council have noted as  causing 
particular problems are:- 

The junction of Smitherway and Johns Road; 
The junction of Levitts Road and Johns Road; 
At these locations vehicles parked close to the corners make it hazardous for other 

road users turning in and out of the side roads, especially Levitts Road with the number 
of road users attending the Doctor’s surgery, the pharmacy or the Post Office.  

The other location that has been identified is Church Lane, from the southern end of 
the lay-by for a length of approximately 20 metres. Vehicles parked on this section of the 
highway can cause other road users to pull into the centre of the road, occasionally 
meeting another car or worse an HGV coming in the opposite direction!   

The Parish Council is proposing to request Northamptonshire Highways to 
implement parking restrictions at these locations, and would like to hear from residents 
with their views on the proposal.  Do you think it is good idea?  Would you prefer not to 
have any more yellow lines laid down in the village?  Please let us know what you think 
by contacting the Clerk, either via the new Parish Council website – 
www.bugbrookeparishcouncil.org.uk or by email at bugbrookepc@btconnect.com or by 
phone on 832838 and leave a message.  

Anarchy - Fact or Fiction?  
Research seems to indicate (if only marginally) that driving on the left 
rather than the right-hand side of a road is safer, because people tend to 
be right-handed and right-eye dominant. Driving on the left allows the 
dominant eye to focus on oncoming traffic and keeps the dominant hand 
on the steering wheel!  

However, on a recent holiday in Italy this seemed to me a 
superfluous argument, as the majority of Italian drivers appear to prefer 
the middle of the road and tourists stick out like a sore thumb, as they are the only ones 
wearing seat belts!  

The somewhat anarchic national approach to driving makes negotiating the long 
and high winding roads an even bigger challenge, alongside a culture of overtaking at 
the first opportunity even in the centre of towns and ignoring double white lines, with your 
arm hanging out of the window while holding a cigarette and using your mobile phone in 
the other hand!  

When it comes to parking, Italian drivers’ behaviour would send our own traffic 
wardens into absolute meltdown! Cars are frequently abandoned on pedestrian 
crossings, seemingly unrestricted parallel parking is ignored and cars can often be 
squeezed into the smallest space, even if this means parking at 45 degrees and leaving 

http://Www.Bugbrookeparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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the boot sticking out in the road. I have pictures to prove it! Added to this, more than two 
people on a motorbike is normal, crash helmets are often worn like a poached egg on 
top of the head enabling an unobstructed view of the rider’s phone as they text, young 
children seated on the driver’s lap and tailgating being regarded as an art-form, rather 
than a dangerous accident waiting to happen!  

All joking aside, I saw two very messy accidents and was thankful I took out extra 
all-inclusive car insurance with the rental company! Observing all the above and much 
more beside left me wondering how far can such disregard, for not only the letter of the 
law (seat belts were made compulsory in 1989) but also a common courtesy to others 
can go, before total anarchy becomes the rule? It was interesting to observe for 
example, that when the police wearing body armour pulled a driver over, the officer 
dealing with the driver was accompanied by another police officer  - armed with a sub-
machine gun!  

So where do we draw the line? Do we continue to live a life on the edge of anarchy 
as illustrated by the obvious disregard of the law and rules of the road in Italy? Or do we 
observe not only the law of the land, but also the call of God on our lives as individuals 
and as communities, for none of us is totally independent or above the law, but 
interdependent to a varying extent on one to another. 

The prophet Amos, who lived about eight centuries before Christ, had a vision. He 
saw God as a builder standing at the top of a wall with a plumb-line in his hand (Amos 
Chapter 7 v 1 to 15). Amos hears God say, “I am using it to show that my people are 
like a wall that is out of line.” God’s people are found to be off at an angle, in error from 
where they are supposed to be. They don’t measure up. We may not even be aware 
that we have drifted out of alignment until God holds up the plumb-line and we are able 
to see where we are in relation to where we are supposed to be. The journey towards 
uncontrolled anarchy and all its consequences starts with us and God’s plumb-line. How 
do you, me and all of us measure up?  
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

Village Profile 
Terry Ward  - Parish Councillor, Postmaster 1969 – 1999 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
Yes apart from 2 years when I was in the R.A.F. and did National 
Service (1957-59), stationed in Goch in Germany. My Mother, 
Victoria Alexandra Mary, known as Queenie, was born in the Five 
Bells where Grandfather, James Ambler, was Landlord for a while. 
She had 4 brothers and 4 sisters – a big family. The family moved 
to Brooke Farm (corner of the Paddocks) where Grandfather then 
ran the farm. My father bought this house in 1938 and so I lived 
here when I was 4, moved out when I got married and back when 
my mother retired. I have one sister, 18 months younger than me, 
who now lives near Oundle. She used to win beauty contests. Both Mother and Father 
were very strong C of E and did everything to help the Church. Mother sang in the Choir 
and both were on the Church Council. And so was I. I went to Sunday School too. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. We had a car and father used to take us out all over the place. I went to Bugbrooke 
Primary School. Didn’t pass the 11 plus so went to a private school in Salcey Forest. I 
left when I was 15, worked on my uncle’s farm for 3 years and then became an 
apprentice agricultural engineer until National Service when I was 23. Back home in 
1959 after 6 months in agricultural engineering I got a job with Express Lifts where I 
stayed for 9 years and then took over the Post Office from my Mother in 1969 when she 
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retired (she had the Post Office from 1950). I am very grateful for everything my parents 
did for me. 
Tell me about the job of Post Master. 
The mail was here by 6 a.m. I had to sort and deliver it, then open the post office until 6 
p.m. There was a second delivery in the afternoon, and Mildred Bates used to do that. It 
was a long day. And I did it for 30 years. Even when I was at school I used to help my 
mother deliver the post, as she did it before she ran the post office. 
What do you think is best about Bugbrooke? 
Its community spirit. 
Is there anything you don’t like about Bugbrooke? 
I don’t want it to get too large. 
When was your happiest moment? 
Getting married in 1960 and my children being born. 
How did you meet your wife? 
Norma was posting a letter in Northampton and a friend I was with knew the friend she 
was with. So we went to the cinema together and that was how it started. 
Do you enjoy sport? 
Oh yes! Both watching and playing. I played football for Bugbrooke. I used to drive the 
coach for them too. One season I scored over 53 goals. I’ve got the newspaper cutting 
about it. And I liked running. Ran for the county. In the R.A.F. I also played volleyball. 
Who do you admire most? 
My father. He was a clever man who would turn his hand to anything and make sure it 
was perfect. He was an electrician and worked for Bassett Lowke. He wired George 
Bernard Shaw’s house and we have a thank you letter from G.B.S. He repaired all the 
village radios in his spare time. He did lots of alterations to this house. Had a dark room 
in the cellar for his photography. 
What are you most proud of? 
My family. I have 2 daughters, Lisa and Alexia, and 3 grandchildren, James, Marisa and 
Alicia. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
I don’t read books at all. I’d always rather be doing things. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
Lanzarote is home from home. We went there every September before the Christmas 
rush. We have been to Barbados where my father’s father came from. The family had 
links with the plantations there. My grandfather was born there. Originally in the 1600s 
five Ward brothers went from Bristol to Barbados to be overseers of the plantations there. 
My grandfather came back to England and stayed. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Don’t live above your means. I was lucky that I never had to have a mortgage. 
 What is your favourite food? 
Home cooked roast dinner, or pigs liver and onions. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
As someone who was helpful to the community. I enjoyed my job. 
Does the closing of the Post Office upset you? 
It had been going down for so long. Everything was gradually taken away.  Pensions, 
insurance, bank, everything that brought in money. 
What in life is most important to you? 
Wife and family definitely, and good health. 
Interview by Pat Kent 
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The Wednesday Club 
Hello everyone, this is my first write up for the Wednesday Club and I would like to start 
by thanking Mary French for all the years she has written this column and kept the 
village informed about all Wednesday Club details. 

22nd March  Today was a normal meeting with a fun game of money bingo or 
cards, with a raffle and refreshments. We welcomed two new members and sang Happy 
Birthday to Cecilia. We ended with a prayer for all Mums and Grans for Mothering 
Sunday. 

5th April  This afternoon our bingo was for sweet treat prizes or you could also play 
cards, followed by our raffle and afternoon tea. We sang Happy Birthday to two of our 
club members. 

The Community Café would welcome your unwanted garden tools to help 
volunteers who keep the Sunday School gardens nice and tidy. Thank you. 

If anyone would like to come and join our Wednesday Club which is held fortnightly 
just turn up at The Sunday School Rooms, Church Lane about 1.45pm on 28th June or 
contact Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870. 
Anne Howard 

Bugbrooke History Group 
An unusual History Group meeting took place in April. There were approximately 70 
people in the audience for Roy Noble’s talk and film about Rescuing a Hurricane. The 
Community Centre Hall was silent with concentration as we heard the amazing story of 
R4118 – the Hurricane which flew over 60 missions during the Battle of Britain. The 
Spitfires took out German Messerschmitts, just as they were designed to do, and the 
Hurricanes brought down the Bombers, heavier planes. The words of the pilots 
demonstrated the reality of the danger they were in each time they flew. One pilot 
described how his plane had been hit and the engine failed. He got out of the cockpit 
and stood on the wing ready to jump, then decided to land it, so clambered back in. On 
landing in France he asked a local “Ou est Calais?” and walked there, got a boat to 
England, the last before the port closed. When he arrived back his mates asked what 
took him so long. We heard how R4118 had been found on a scrap heap in India and 
brought over here for restoration. 

By the end of the film we all felt a sense of triumph that the wonderful plane R4118 
was flying again after its careful reconstruction by skilful dedicated enthusiasts. 

On June 3rd, while the Art Group hold their exhibition in the Main Hall of the 
Community Centre, there will be an exhibition of artifacts found by the archeologists 
beneath the Millennium Green. Entrance is free. 

June 14th will be our next meeting when Steve Parish will talk about the Battle of 
Naseby on the Anniversary of that event. That meeting will also be the AGM. In July we 
plan a summer walk (not as exhausting as last year’s). Everyone welcome. There is 
always something new we can find out about the village and its past. 
Pat Kent (secretary) Tel 01604830518  e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice — June Newsletter 
Latest News 
We have two new Registrars who will be with the Practice until the end of August 2017.  
They are Mr. Ben Martin and Mr. Awas Canna. 

Please note that the Surgery will be closed for training purposes from 1pm onwards 
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month -14th June and 12th July. 
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Opening times 
The surgery reception is open between 7.45am and 6.30pm Monday to Friday, although 
the phones are switched over to an answer service between 12.00 and 14.00, during which 
time an emergency number is available. 

 If you require urgent medical attention when the surgery is closed, please ring the 
NHS 111 service. You will be assessed, given advice and directed to the local service that 
can help you best. This could be A&E, an Urgent Care Centre or Minor Injuries Unit, an out
-of-hours GP, community nurse, emergency dentist or pharmacist. 
Patient Participation Group 
The group now has a new Chairman (John Shipman) and Secretary (Mel Vernon), together 
with Group members from our catchment villages. The Group hopes to meet four times a 
year to discuss ways of making a positive contribution to the services and facilities of the 
Practice. If you have any concerns you would like the Group to address, please contact the 
Practice Manager, Sam Masters on sam.masters@gp-k83070.nhs.uk. Minutes of meetings 
will be available for patients to view on a new PPG notice board which will soon be 
available in the waiting room. 

The next meeting is on 3rd July at 6pm at the Surgery if you are interested in joining 
the Group. 
Telephone answering system 
The new system should be up and running by the time you read this. There is now an 
automated answering system with push-button options for the various services provided. 
Our trained receptionists will also be able to guide patients to the appropriate service for 
their needs. 
Blood tests 
Able-bodied patients are now asked to go to the new facility at NGH to have blood samples 
taken. We are currently looking into the possibility of patients being able to attend Danetre 
Hospital in Daventry for this purpose. 
Fire assembly point 
Please take note of the new signs put up in the waiting area informing patients of the 
procedure in case of fire. 
Defibrilation box 
You may have noticed the defib box mounted on the wall outside the surgery. If you need 
to use this equipment in an emergency, please dial 999 and you will be given the code 
necessary to access the machine. 
Letterbox 
When the surgery is closed, please put letters in the Practice letterbox to the left of the 

sliding doors. This will be clearly marked to avoid confusion with the Pharmacy letterbox. 
Open evening 
Watch this space for information of our next Open Evening to be held in September. 
Melanie Vernon  

Christian Aid Week 
Thank you all for the generous donations to help folk less fortunate than ourselves. Special 
thank you to all the collectors and the guides who delivered the envelopes and counted the 
money. If you still have an envelope and would like to donate, please leave at the cafe or 
pop in 46 Camp Hill and I will make sure it is paid in. 
Jane Causebrook 

mailto:sam.masters@gp-k83070.nhs.uk
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Defibrillator 
Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
have purchased a defibrillator machine 
together with cabinet to house it.  It has 
been sited half way along the Football 
Club building on the playing field side 
facing the community centre.  

 

Gill Stone has left the village. She has lived here all her life and most of us as-
sumed she would never leave. But we were wrong. She has been lured away by the 
beauty of Ceridigian in Mid-Wales. 

Many people gathered together for a special tea party to bid her farewell and thank 
her for everything she has done for the people of Bugbrooke. For several years she 
took charge of the hiring and care of the Community Centre and the Sunday School, 
she has been Church Warden, Chair of the Friends of Campion, organizer of the Village 
Fete, organizer of Sunday lunches and the New Year Ball. No-one will be fully aware of 
everything she has done here until there is a huge gap, and we will say “Gill used to do 
that!” 

So thank-you Gill for being here, and we do wish you happiness in your new 
home. 
Pat Kent & Jane Causebrook. 
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64 years married 
on the 29th 
March. Frank 
and Doris Flavell. 

Stuart Spruel’s picture of a cormorant 
seen on the Nene near the mill. 

Another stunning picture 
from Tim Randle 
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Where Have All The Flowers Gone? 
Tulipmania with Jonathan Moseley in the Netherlands. 
Between April 24th and 26th I spent a pleasant break in the Netherlands with a group of 
Flower Arrangers from all over the country. We were instructed, as we were coming into 
Schipol Airport from various flights, to meet the Tour Rep under a large red and white 
cube within the Schipol Plaza. That was rather like being taught to use a computer by 
someone who knows all the twists and turns – as usual at any airport we had to walk 
miles to reach what seemed to be a dead end with walls of frosted glass; however, upon 
reaching a certain spot where I presume there was some kind of sensor, a pair of door 
suddenly flew open and there we all were, in the Plaza. Our first visit was to the Van den 
Berg Nursery, a wonderful treasure trove IF, and it is a big if, you like weird pieces of 
tree root painted white, or wreaths of twisted willow with test tubes hanging from them, 
or strange lumps of stone tied up with lengths of rope … you get the point. It was 
Floristry, not Flower Arranging. Perhaps it was because it was pretty chilly, and we were 
all longing to get to the hotel and make ourselves a cuppa, but we were all back in the 
coach well before the scheduled departure time. 

Tuesday morning after an excellent breakfast, which did much to restore our 
feelings, we went to Haarlem to visit the Frans Hals Museum where we could [and I 
quote the Tour literature] “enjoy viewing fresh bouquets of flowers filling the museum 
rooms and corridors”. The Museum itself was a delight, if given perhaps to an excess of 
nearly nude bodies in some of the larger works. But Frans Hals had a wonderful touch 
with painting faces, catching a look in the eyes or a curl of the lip which at once 
established the sort of person we were looking at, grandmother, abbess, village 
drunkard or self-important town official. Most people will be familiar with his best-known 
work, The Laughing Cavalier. The flowers themselves were conspicuous by their 
absence – I counted a mere six vases, all of them very large and filled with an 
assortment of cherry blossom and huge parrot tulips. There were some genuine Delft 
tulip vases, but alas not being used for tulips but other kinds of blossom and greenery, 
and two of the displays consisted of great heaps of ceramic succulents. The afternoon 
redeemed any disappointment we might have felt, being given over to two hours of floral 
work, first with Astrid Van den Berg herself and then with Jonathan Moseley. But once 
again – lichen-covered branches with little glass pots hanging from them, a single very 
large and ornate tulip head and a sprig of foliage in each pot, a very clever hand-tie 
[bouquet] which when complete was popped into an empty container and left to droop, 
or a dish of bun moss into which roses and tulips with stems cut to about two inches 
were prodded? Now I freely admit to being one of those members of the Flower Society 
who wince when a stem of orchids is cut in pieces by the demonstrator, but what we 
were seeing was not my concept of flower arranging. Interesting, yes. Clever and 
innovative and in keeping with current floristry trends, yes. Just not me. 

Wednesday morning was spent in Leiden, at Hortus Botanicus which is simply 
Latin for Botanic Garden. We had a lovely spring morning for the visit, and it is certainly 
interesting. I saw nutmeg trees and clove trees, and outside in the grounds an enormous 
weeping copper beech which I think, if planted on Kislingbury roundabout, would just 
about have obliterated it. Then we went to Keukenhof, and I found the flowers I had 
been missing. Acres of them. It was not my first visit there, but every year the displays 
are different. One particularly clever piece was a copy, in coloured tulips, of a Mondrian 
painting. Keukenhof is impossible to describe, but if anyone has never been and gets 
the chance, please go. There are big tulips with stems almost a yard long, little botanical 
ones about four inches tall, neat tidy tulips which we are all familiar with and huge 
blowsy mop-head doubles some four inches across … and every other shape and colour 
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of tulip in between. All underplanted with grape hyacinths and little blue or white 
anemones, a method we don’t use much over here but let the stems of our tulips show 
bare and scraggy. 

So a very pleasant short break, even if not what I had expected in some ways. And 
I must admit that yesterday, as I walked through Bugbrooke, I found myself looking more 
closely into hedges and bushes to see if I too could find a strange-shaped branch. If you 
see me around the village covered in white paint, you will know that the wind was 
blowing the wrong way while I was trying to spray-paint my new acquisitions! 
Diana Cockrill 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
We had a visit from a very nice young French man in April. Arnaud Metairie 
(Arnie to his friends), demonstrated "From my Shed". His flowers and designs 
were stunning al l  presented with a very appealing accent! 
We have an Open Meeting in June with National Demonstrator Coral Gardiner. 
Tickets are £5 for visitors and the usual entrance charge for members. Tickets  
are available from Maria Owen 01327 341783. Coral's title is "The Wow Factor". 
Some of us have seen her before and she certainly has it. On the 24th July 
June Borrowdale presents "Hold the Front Page". The competition is a basket of  
flowers. 

Simone and Janet again gave us a fun day at our last workshop. We made a table  
arrangement with a twist and a tapestry design. Thanks to them both for their time and 
encouragement. 

Looking forward to welcoming members and visitors to Nether Heyford Village Hall  
on the 4th Monday of each month (except bank holidays) at 7.45pm. 
Jane Barker 

2nd Bugbrooke Brownies 
Since writing our first report in the LINK we have had a very successful Promise 
Evening, thank you to all the parents/grandparents for coming to support us and of 
course the girls who all learnt their promise. 

Panda (Charlotte) has completed her Leadership Qualification, well done for the 
speed that you have completed this. 

We have done various craft activities around Mother’s Day and Easter and the girls 
enjoyed having a Easter egg hunt, the rain stayed away so we could use the garden. 

Over the next couple of weeks we are tackling a difficult subject with them, cancer, 
and following it up with a fun fundraising session, Mr Men and Little Miss Marathon 
Challenge, for children with cancer. The girls will be doing sponsored events all based 
on the number 26 (number of miles in the marathon). 

We mentioned in the last LINK that the 2nd Bugbrooke Brownies will be celebrating 
its 40th birthday this year. We would love to hear from any girls that have been over the 
years so we can share memories and photos with our current girls. We will be holding a 
40th Party on the 27th June, if you have memories to share and would like to join us 
please contact us on the email address below. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name on our 
waiting list please email us at 2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com. We meet on a 
Tuesday night 6-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Polar Bear (Anna Bell), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Dolphin (Karen Cummins) 

mailto:2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke and the Great War – 100 Years Ago 
The month of April started with news for Bugbrooke man William Bailey CLARKE. He had 
enlisted at the beginning of the war in the Royal Field Artillery (RFA) as Gunner 27068. 
He was then one of the first to arrive in France on 16 August 1914. He must have been a 
natural soldier, for by 1917, he was acting as a Battery Sergeant Major in 36 Regiment, 
RFA. On 1 April 1917 was commissioned “…for service in the Field” as a Second 
Lieutenant still within the RFA. He was later to be awarded a Military Cross “For 
distinguished service in connection with military operations in France and Flanders”. 

Since the start of the First World War in 1914, the United States had maintained 
strict neutrality. Even the sinking of the Lusitania by a German U-Boat in 1915 with 128 
US citizens on board did not persuade President Wilson to take sides. However, in 1917 
Germany resumed all-out submarine warfare on all commercial ships heading for Britain. 
Along with the German support for Mexico in a dispute with USA this was enough to tip 
the balance and America declared war on Germany on 6 April 1917. 

The war had now been going on for nearly three years. In northern France the front 
line had moved very little. The town of Arras is in northern France not far from the border 
with Belgium. The first Battle of Arras had been fought in October 1914; the second battle 
began on 9 April 1917. Long tunnels were dug to get the allied troops to the front 
sheltered from the German bombardment. The Royal Flying Corps (RFC the pre-cursor 
to the RAF) flew overhead to carry out artillery spotting, photography of trench systems 
and bombing. On the German side Manfred von Richthofen (the Red Baron) with a 
superior aircraft wreaked havoc against the RFC. The average flying life of a RFC pilot in 
Arras in April was just 18 hours. 

Walter Frederick EALES was the 
fourth child of seven, born in Bugbrooke to 
Charles and Catherine Eales. He initially 
served with the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment as Private 18938, and later 
transferred to the Duke of Cornwall’s Light 
Infantry. Walter was killed on 23 April 1917 
in the fighting around Arras and is 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial 
(see photograph). He was awarded the 
British War and Victory medals. 

Walter’s older brother Charles took a 
gunshot wound in the right shoulder on the 
11 April. He was no longer considered fit 
for military service, and served the 
remainder of the war in the agricultural 
company of the Labour Corps back in Northampton, as Pte 546153. Unfortunately he 
died from influenza and pneumonia at home on the 7 November 1918, and is buried in 
the Towcester Rd. Cemetery in Northampton. He also earned the British War and Victory 
Medal. 

Though the warfare was becoming more mechanised with motor vehicles, light 
railways, tanks and a few aircraft, there was still a great reliance on horse power. In 
addition to the cavalry, horses were used for haulage of artillery guns, ammunition and 
general stores. The vast number of horses being taken for the war effort had a huge 
effect back at home where they had previously provided the main source of power for 
agriculture and were still in demand for transport. The loss of so many horses altered for 
ever the methods of farming and brought about many changes to the landscape of the 
countryside which are with us today. 

          Arras War Memorial 
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In Bugbrooke the School Log records that several children had German 
Measles on 23 April. By 8 May, pupils Oscar VOGEL, Florrie LANGLEY and Ellen 
HOLT were very ill, as was former pupil John Oliver WARD. On 13 May another 
former pupil, James Bernard (Bertie) BLAND died of lung congestion after just two 
days of illness. He was just 22. Bertie had been born in Holloway, London but had 
come to Bugbrooke with his mother Kate (who was born in Bugbrooke) when his 
father died. 

The week previously, another former pupil, William Ashby ADAMS died in an 
accident at Wellingborough School on 5 May. Worse was to follow. On 14 May 
Oscar VOGEL passed away aged 10, and four days later Oliver WARD aged 13. 
Four pupils and former pupils had died in just over a week. 

Away from the Western Front, Russia was in the throes of a revolution. Russia 
was fighting on the side of the Allies but was experiencing massive unrest at home. 
Tsar Nicholas had taken over command of the military but this had increased his 
unpopularity. The initial revolt had been in February 1917 with the Tsar being 
placed under house arrest in March. There followed an internal war between the 
royalist, the socialists and the communist Bolsheviks which pulled the effort away 
from the World War which continued beyond the Russian border. 

In the Middle East, April 1917 saw the second Battle of Gaza where the allied 
forces were trying to advance against the entrenched Ottoman (Turkish) army. 
Philip CAMPION from Bugbrooke was involved in the bitter battle which saw many 
killed on the allied side for the gain of little or no territory. Philip was in the cavalry 
but the fighting also involved tanks, machine guns and a few aircraft. He wrote a 
short account of the battle on page 14 of his diary which can be found on the LINK 

w e b s i t e  a t 
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/WW1/
Articles/ . 
Several Bugbrooke men saw 
action in the Middle East. One 
such was Albert Robert 
BILLINGHAM. He was the son 
of Thomas and Mary Billingham 
and one of three brothers to 
enlist. He joined the Territorials 
on 28 October 1914 and 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e 
Northamptonshire Regiment. He 
s e r v e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h 
Expeditionary Force in France, 

then in the Mediterranean and finally in Egypt. On 13 April 1917 he was assessed 
as suffering from shell shock and declared no longer physically fit. On his discharge 
papers it stated that he was “sober, steady and well conducted” and that he is 
“discharged owing to effect of active service.” This was recorded by the head of 
Bugbrooke School, Frank WRIGHT, in the school log as Albert had been a scholar 
there. 

In the School Log, Frank also recorded that 24 May was Empire Day and 
marked at Bugbrooke School. At 11:40 the whole school went out onto the lawn and 
saluted the flag. They then sang ‘Home Sweet Home’, ‘The Star Spangled Banner’ 
and the ‘National Anthem’. In Frank’s words they “then cheered The King, next the 

http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/WW1/Articles/
http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/WW1/Articles/
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Flag and lastly the one hundred and forty men from the village who have joined the 
Colours, particularly those on active service most being old scholars from this 
school.” 
Dave Marshall 
For the 100 Years Project 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
The date for our Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz this year is Friday 30th June. This is a 
week earlier than the date I gave in the last issue of LINK. The reason for the 
change is to stay clear of preparations for the Church Fete on the weekend of the 
8th/9th July. We expect that our supper/quiz will be a most enjoyable event. It will 
take place at the Community Centre, with a starting time of 7.15 for 7.30pm. Tickets 
will be £10.00 a person, which includes both the supper and entry to the quiz. The 
quiz will be based on teams of four. Tickets are available from Tony Pace, 4 
Laddermakers Yard (tel 832516) or from Irene Neary, 17 The Paddocks (tel 
830678). Please note that tickets must be requested by Monday 26th June, since 
we need to order the fish and chips (with a choice of chicken and chips for those 
who prefer). We look forward to a good evening. 

As to what we are spending the funds we raise on, we have recently paid for 
repairs to the Church roof in the sum of £1535 plus VAT. The work was found to be 
needed in the Church’s 5 yearly maintenance inspection. Luckily a lot less work was 
required this time than on the previous “quinquennial” inspection, when we ended 
up paying about ten times the present amount (but we believe it has all been money 
well spent in preserving the village’s oldest and loveliest building). 
Jim Inch, Chairman 

Nature Notes 
Well, what a very fine spring we've had this year. April had some lovely warm 
weather, but as rainfall has been low during the first quarter of the year, I would say 
that the borders are quite slow this spring. Other parts of the country, where rainfall 
has been heavier, they are in advance of us here in Bugbrooke. As I write, I believe 
we're due some cooler temperatures in May so that will slow things down further. 
I've noticed this year that the oaks are breaking leaf before the ash. So this year it 
does look at though perhaps the old saying is right "Ash before oak in for a soak, 
oak before ash in for a splash." We could certainly do with some rain. 

We have a lot of busy birds nesting. This year it seems to be the year of the 
robins. We have three nests in the garden, they seem to favour the ivy on the walls. 
They're total time wasters... I find myself spending far too much time watching them 
fly back and forth with nesting materials. I'm putting out our retriever's hair that I 
collect from his daily grooming. The long-tailed tits have been regular visitors to the 
feeding stations this spring and I'm really hoping that they have found somewhere 
here that they have been able to build a home and raise a family or two. I was 
intrigued to know what they need for building their nests... I was astonished to read 
that they can use 2,000 feathers in their nest. They also need spider's webs and 
lichens off the stone walls... I feel we have an abundance of both here. I just wish 
they could come inside and help me with the cobwebs!! 

We're regularly seeing the buzzards up here again. They seem to enjoy 
hunting here once the native hedge around our property has been trimmed and they 
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have a flat top to perch on and then swoop down when they see something tasty. 
When I was a child the No.1 food for feeding the ducks on the pond was the stale, 
day-old bread (no preservatives in those days). Now it seems it's not good for them 
and we should be giving them more healthy options. So if you're taking your children 
or grandchildren to feed the ducks on the canal, consider these foods: 
We apparently throw away a lot of food these days, instead of throwing your lettuce 
away, why not tear it into pieces and feed your local ducks... rocket, kale and Iceberg 
would be appreciated too. 

It turns out that ducks (and hens) are quite partial to sweetcorn. They also like 
frozen peas. There’s no need to cook them as long as they're defrosted and not hard! 

If you buy bird seed or seeds from the the health food shops – the ducks will 
enjoy all seeds. We bought duck food for them, but you can very easily find things 
they like in your cupboards and freezers. 

Wild ducks will appreciate a handful of leftover cooked rice. You can also use 
uncooked rice, both are apparently fine. 

Rolled oats or instant porridge oats will be popular too. 
Pamela Cox 

Campion Update 
The Spring Term ended with a series of celebrations at Campion! Once again we 
have enjoyed a number of sporting successes including our Key Stage 4 Girls 
Hockey Team and the year 7 Netball teams becoming District Champions and the 
year 11 Rugby team becoming County champions.  

Students enjoyed a mufti day on the last day of term, with years 7 and 8 taking 
part in events organised by our HandS (Home and School) committee. We continue 
to be grateful for the excellent support which the HandS team give to provide a range 
of great opportunities for our students and to raise funds which benefit their learning. 

During the Easter holidays, year 11 students and staff were in school for 
revision sessions for the upcoming GCSE exams. More than 110 students were in 
school over this period. I am sure you would like to wish our GCSE and A Level 
students the very best for the coming weeks. 

Also during the Easter period our students and staff visited Austria for a week of 
skiing and sightseeing. Feedback from all involved has confirmed that the attitude of 
our students towards learning a new sport was brilliant and that their punctuality and 
respect to Campion staff, hotel staff and the ski instructors was very impressive 
indeed. Well done to all involved! 

Tickets are selling well for our 50th Anniversary celebration on 9th September. 
For details and the application form for both the evening event, and afternoon tea 
please go to our website http://www.campion.northants.sch.uk/204/campion-at-50.  

I am delighted to inform you that Campion has been successful with two bids for 
funding from the national Common Improvement Fund (CIF) which together total 
over £1.78million of further investment in our site. This will enable the replacement of 
two flat roofs during the summer holiday and the replacement of mobile classrooms 
with a permanent teaching block. This continued investment in our site is excellent 
news and I look forward to providing updates on the progress of this work in future 
editions. 
Best wishes 
Claire Whitmore, Headteacher 
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Bugbrooke W.I. 
Our 2017 programme is well under way and we have enjoyed a varied selection of 
meetings so far. 

Ambar Zafar spoke to us in March on the subject of “Women in Islam”. This was a 
very informative talk and gave us an insight into the facts and myths surrounding Islamic 
beliefs. 

In April Jill Hodgkinson from Flore W.I. showed us how to make a chick and an 
Easter bunny out of sugar paste. We all had great fun constructing our sugar paste 
figures and the end results were questionable (some bunnies resembling pigs). 

Also in April several members had lunch at “The Hopping Hare” in Duston where we 
enjoyed good food and good company. 

Our May meeting will be our resolutions meeting and we are looking forward to 
greeting members of Harpole W.I. who will be joining us. After voting on the resolutions 
we will be entertained by the W.I. choir. 

Jane Rimell from The Bramble Patch will bring examples of patchwork to our June 
meeting for us to examine and discuss. 

We are hoping for good weather for our July meeting as we are reverting to our 
practice of having a Members’ evening where the Committee will take a break and the 
members will bring a plate of food to share while socialising. This will take place in the 
Sunday School room but if the weather is fine we will be able to take advantage of the 
lovely garden. 

Our August outing this year will be to the Towcester Brewery. 
New members and visitors are always welcome at our meetings so do come and 

join us. There is a charge of £4.50 for visitors. 
For further information please contact Carole Bowling on 01604 832421. 

Brenda Astell 

Bugbrooke Art Group 
The Bugbrooke Art Group Annual Exhibition is a little later this year on Saturday and 
Sunday 3rd and 4th June. Entrance is free and as usual we will have plenty of pictures 
for you to come and look at with a chance to buy. There will be loads of hand painted 
cards and another interesting free competition to get you thinking. Homemade cake, 
coffee and tea will be available at very reasonable prices. 

The group meet every Tuesday evening at the Community Centre at around 7:30 
and are always pleased to welcome new members, whether beginners or seasoned 
artists. We don’t have any formal tuition but the current members are always happy to 
give advice, suggestions or just friendly encouragement. There’s no joining fee or long 
term commitment, so why not come along and try out a relaxing and rewarding pastime. 
Hope to see you there. 

For further information: call Dave Marshall on (01604) 831016, come and talk to us 
at the exhibition, or just turn up on a Tuesday night. 

 

Bugbrooke Church Village Fete 
This year the fete is on Saturday 8th July starting at 2pm. It will take place in the usual 
field next to the brook, which is now part of the extended millennium green and will be 
started by the arrival of the Rose Queen, chosen from the Brownies, followed by her 
crowning in the arena. 

There will be the usual mix of games, entertainments, and stalls. There will be 
delicious food available from the W.I. cakes and teas and the barbeque.  
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We are asking for donations of Bric-a-Brac, Books, Plants and Cakes. We are on 
the field setting up all morning so items may be brought straight to the field on the day 
or taken to Cherry at 6 Ace Lane between the 1st and 8th July. It’s a great excuse for a 
de-cluttering session at home and somewhere to pass on unwanted gifts to a 
charitable cause. Our Bric-a-Brac stall is huge and very popular and always has lots of 
‘as new’ quality items. If you can a donation of a can, bottle or jar for our tombola will 
also be much appreciated. 

Once again we will be undertaking Soft Toy re-homing. The ideal solution for all 
those teddies you have outgrown and have no room for. Our teddy tombola will ensure 
all teddies and soft toys go to new loving homes. This has been a very popular stall 
during the last couple of years and a lovely sight to see children on the field on fete day 
carrying around their new teddies. We can foster teddies until fete day so 
please donate your teddies too and they can be taken to Jo at 16 High Street or 
Tatjana at 3 Harrison Crt. 

Don’t forget to sponsor your duck for the duck race finale. Ducks are available to 
buy before the day. Thank you to all those people in the village who sell ducks for us 
and please help to make their task easy. 

Please do mark the date in your diary and come and support us and the willing 
stall holders who have helped us for so many years. The fete makes a real boost to our 
fundraising, which in turn helps Bugbrooke Church to support lots of different charities 
every year. 

You are sure to enjoy a traditional afternoon of fun and games in Bugbrooke on 
Saturday 8th July.  

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/
Jigsaw Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (three 
groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 19 June at 2.00pm – ‘Capability Brown to Gertrude Jekyll – Gardens of The 
National Trust’ by Margaret Hawkins. An illustrated talk on the design of the gardens of 
the National Trust. 
Monday 17 July at 2.00pm – ‘The Life and Times of The Culworth Gang’ by David 
Hewitt. The story of a notorious Northamptonshire gang who terrorised people for 30 
miles around. 

Enquiries to 01327-340954 (Margaret Macintosh) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-
nene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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Linda Sgoluppi’s entertaining 

 pictures of cattle in the Park  
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 A stunning picture from Christian Finley 
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CRIME STATISTICS, Bugbrooke, (Source – UKCrimeStats) 

 
Police Contact 
It is important for you to be able to access your local Community Police and understand 
how police teams are made up and what they offer in addition to the Response Teams 
that cover the South Northants area. 

You can find details of your local officers and how to contact them via: http://
northants.police.uk/local-update/contacting-police This link also explains how 101 and 
999 calls are handled and may dispel a few myths relating to where your local officers 
are based. A further link allows you to report crime online if you do not wish to ring 101: 
http://northants.police,uk/contact/online  

British Crime Survey 
The Office for National Statistics have contracted Kantar Public to carry out the 2017-
18 Crime Survey for England and Wales, which will be conducted throughout the year. 

The Crime Survey will ask both adults and children, (aged 10 to 15), in England 
and Wales about their experiences of crime. 

All interviewers who work out the survey carry a Market Research Society 
Interviewer Identity Card. The card includes the interviewer’s name and photograph, 
and a number to call to check their identity. 

If you have any queries or concerns regarding the Crime Survey, please call the 
Crime Survey Information Line at Kantar Public on free phone 0800 051 0882 during 
office hours or email crimesurvey@kantarpublic.com. You can also visit the Crime 
Survey for England and Wales website www.crimesurvey.co.uk  

People can still choose not to open the door, and if you suspect the caller at your 
door is bogus, even if you didn’t let them in, call 999. 

Traffic Congestion during School Start and Finish Times 
Police ask parents to consider the following: 

Park with consideration to residents – do not block or overlap driveways 
Do not park on the corners of junctions 
Do not park across or impede pedestrian crossings or school zig-zag markings 
Do not drive along pavements when a road is blocked 
On congested routes, plan ahead and do not proceed unless there is a clear 
space to use to give way to oncoming traffic 
Join with other parents to car share  
Please be patient where a car has to cross a pavement to exit a car park, the 

driver’s view may be restricted. 
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Be aware that children do not easily judge the speed of traffic and may step out into 
the road 

Pedestrians, especially with young children, should use the side of the road with the 
widest pathway and wherever possible protected from flowing traffic by barriers or parked 
cars. 

Padlocks 
Whatever time of year, padlocks are a security option used to protect our valuables such 
as locking cupboards, garages, sheds and gates. Yet often, it is the security we think 
least about. 

Three types: 
Standard Security – For inside, (cupboard), traditional brass padlocks are perfect, 

but outside, (shed or gate), you might want to consider a weatherproof padlock which 
offers protection against the elements. 

High Security – look for protection against picking, bumping and drilling. Locks 
should have a hardened body to protect the cylinder and the shackle made ideally from 
Molybdenum making it difficult to cut or saw through. 

Professional Security – Heavy duty hardened steel, particularly apposite where a 
thief may have privacy and therefore extended time to attack a padlock. 

Remember to ensure that the padlock is the right size, and wherever possible 
choose a good brand you know you can trust. 

Good Neighbours 
As social beings, we’re often at our best when we are connected to the people and 
communities around us. However, nearly 1 in 5 people in the UK today say they’re often 
or always lonely, and a similar number of people will go over a week without even being 
asked, “how are you”? 

Who does loneliness affect? 
Loneliness and isolation can affect anyone and everyone. It is not always who you 

might think. Research by the Co-op and the British Red Cross has shown that whilst two 
thirds of the UK believe that ‘older people’ are most likely to experience loneliness, in 
reality it can impact on all ages. 

So, what can a good neighbour do? 
Research suggests that simple everyday things can make a real difference, such 

as: 
A smile and ‘hello’ on the street 
Striking up a conversation 
Inviting people to events in your community 
Neighbourhood Watch should make your neighborhood feel more welcoming and 

safe so everyone feels more able to connect with one another. 

Always Lock Your Door 
Almost half of householders leave their house unlocked when they go out, according to 
new research. 

Although the latest crime figures for England and Wales actually show an 8% drop 
in burglary in the last 12 months, there were still 198,706 domestic burglaries recorded 
by police between October 2015 and September 2016. 

Locking your door when you leave the house is the most basic piece of crime 
prevention as most burglaries are opportunistic and thieves will always choose, quite 
literally, the path of least resistance. Nothing is as easy or as convenient to a burglar 
than an unlocked door. 
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Cyber Security 
According to new statistics from Cyber Aware, Britons are not applying the same level 
of security online as offline, despite the increased risk. While 82% of households have 
double locks or deadlocks and 89% have window locks, when it comes to online 
security, only 32% follow the latest government advice to use three random words to 
create a strong password and on average only 52% regularly down load the latest 
software or app. updates as soon as they are available. 

Neighbourhood Watch plays a vital role in ensuring people are vigilant and safe in 
our communities and it’s increasingly important that we do this on, as well as off, line. 
So much of our time is spent online and by underestimating the importance of cyber 
security, we can put ourselves at serious risk, losing time, money and reputation. 

Latest Scams: 
Computer Virus 

Email message advises “Your Computer has a Virus” 
Computer service fraud occurs when fraudsters posing to be from legitimate 

companies, such as an Internet Service Provider, (ISP), like Talk Talk, call to tell you 
that there’s a problem with your computer. They’ll say that there’s a virus on your 
machine, or maybe a problem with your internet connection, and that they can fix the 
problem for a fee. 

Legitimate companies like your Internet Service Provider will never cold call you 
to ask for remote access to your computer or for your financial details. Even if the caller 
can provide you with details such as your name, don’t give out any personal or 
financial information during a cold call. 

If you think you have been a victim of computer service fraud, report it to Action 
Fraud as soon as possible on 0300 123 2040 or online at actionfraud.police.uk. 
TV License Refund 
Emails are being sent advising ‘TV Licensing Refund Notification”, giving an amount 
overpaid and asking for bank details as current information is incorrect and the 
customer’s account cannot be credited. 

Customers are asked to click on a ‘Refund Me Now’ and follow instructions. 
This is a scam, delete immediately and contact actionfraud.police.uk.  

‘Phishing Emails’ 
Fraudsters are sending out a high volume of phishing emails to personal and business 
email addresses, pretending to come from various email addresses, which have been 
compromised. 

The subject line contains the recipient’s name, and the main body of text suggests 
that the fraudster has obtained significant information concerning the recipient, which 
may be untrue. 

It then proceeds to give the recipient’s address and the fraudster advises that as a 
‘law abiding citizen’ they have provided an attachment that will allow, when opened, 
the recipient to check if the information is correct. 

The attachment is thought to contain the Banking Trojan Ursniff/Gozi which 
attempts to obtain sensitive data from victims, such as banking credentials and 
passwords. 

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
Defibrillator 
The Football Club have purchased a defibrillator machine together with cabinet to 
house it. It has been sited half way along the Football Club building on the playing field 
side facing the community centre. 
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The Football Club’s committee decided to purchase this so the club and their 
members had easy access to one and also the public were (if needed) able to use it. 
The club found out from a first aid trailer from the F.A. that the rate of survival if a 
defibrillator machine is used is approximately 66%. The cost to the Club was over 
£1,300 so the committee decided it was money well spent on such a possible life saving 
machine.  

Thanks go to Peter Louch and Maurice New for arranging the siting and fixing of it. 
 Vöhl Tour 2017 
The Football Club will be represented by the under 13’s and under 14’s teams this year 
in Vöhl, Germany at the end of May. The twinning of the two clubs is now over 30 years 
old and some wonderful friendships have arisen over the years. Some old youth players 
are now going back to Vöhl with their young sons to play football. 

Leading the tour is Willy Marriott, who will be taking 47 people to Vöhl this year.  
The lead member of the Vöhl club who is organising things their end is Gunter Eiseman 
who was in the very first team who came over to Bugbrooke. Willy has a cluster of 
people that help him run the tour, for without their help and support it would be 
impossible to run. His main helpers are his daughter and son-in-law Rachel and Matt 
O’Neill, Steve Reeve along with his son Tyler and Jane Causebrook with her daughter 
Nikki Evans. Nikki is our translator, for which Willy is very grateful.  

Leading up to this tour Willy has had great support from managers Stuart White 
and Mark Panter from the under 13’s and Dale Walton from the under 14s. The teams 
will play 3 games each against 2 regional sides and 1 from the town of Korbach.  
Although Bugbrooke is a village, Willy has had to arrange a stronger opposition 
because our teams are too strong for the German village sides around  Vöhl. The TSV 
Korbach team is like playing Northampton Town Youth.  Credit goes to the coaches and 
managers of our Club for getting the standard very high in our coaching system.   

The boys will not only be playing football, they will also be going to a youth centre 
to try out climbing and archery. They will also visit a local school in Hertzhausen to play 
alongside German boys in a mixed 5 aside indoor competition and visiting a theme 
park.  So a fun packed week is in store for the boys after a long hard season. 

Managers and coaches will be staying with the boys in the primary school sports 
hall, whilst other adults in the party will be staying with local families. On one evening 
during the stay everyone will be invited to dinner with local families. 

The season is now almost over with all our teams having performed well in their 
respective leagues. The 1st team have finished 3rd in their league, the Reserves are 
about 6th whilst the “A’s” have finished mid-table after being promoted up 4 divisions 
last September. The “B’s” are likely to be in the Runners Up position and could win their 
cup competition. The under 18’s have done particularly well against some of the major 
clubs around and look a good bet to win their league. 

All the youth teams have performed well and improved their performances with the 
help of good coaches and enthusiastic parental support.  The under 14’s have done 
particularly well having won the County Cup and are likely to win their league.  A 
number of boys are being scouted by professional clubs as we now have a reputation 
as a club for producing good players.  Glenn Middleton, who left the club to go to 
Northampton Town and Norwich City, has been signed as professional at Norwich and 
is currently travelling around Europe representing Scotland’s under 18’s.  Well Done 
Glenn.  Who’s next? 

The club is currently looking for a new Welfare Officer to supervise the youth 
teams after Lesley Connew has resigned following superlative work over the past 5 
seasons.  Thanks Lesley.  If anyone is interest in taking on the role, Lesley has offered 
to supervise their work until they find their feet. If interested please contact the 
Chairman – Kevin Gardner on 831420. 
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On September 16th there will be another Comedy Night at the clubhouse  These 
events are proving very popular so book your tickets early.   These are available from 
Willy Marriott on 831606 or at the club on 830707. 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
The last Friday in EVERY month social evenings have started with some very 
good attendances.  All members and their guests are very welcome whatever 
their age.  

Outdoor Practice evenings will be EVERY Wednesday from 6 to 7pm for 
Juniors and 7 to 8.30pm for Seniors. Just turn up if you wish to take part.     

 We are a very sociable club and everybody in the village is most welcome 
anytime to watch matches and use our bar where Tony Bird will be pleased to 
see you.  

If anybody would like to join our club as player and/or social member or 
would like a guided tour of our excellent facilities please contact myself below.  

 Peter White (President)   01604-830452   p.g.white@btinternet.com. Club 
Website is www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com    Twitter: @BugbrookeCC 

Local Volunteering Opportunity 
Do you have a couple of hours free once a fortnight to become a home visitor/
befriender for NAB in your local area.  

 This small time commitment will make a huge difference to a visually impaired 
person’s life. People with a sight impairment often become isolated and lose 
confidence.  

A volunteer role within our visiting service will help them regain and retain their  
independence and well-being. 

Volunteers can help with tasks such as; 
Fortnightly home visits 
Assistance with reading mail, newspapers and correspondence 
Accompanying clients on short walks, visits to the doctor or hospital 
Occasional shopping trips 
Assist with labelling food and household items to increase safety 
Please note, this is not a domestic or personal care role 
 
Training  
All volunteers will be offered ongoing support and specialist training courses will 
be available 
Personal Attributes  
Caring and supportive with a willingness to understand visual impairment, you 
are able to make a commitment on a regular basis. 
Expenses 
Mileage and telephone calls will be reimbursed at the current rate. 
CRB 
A CRB check is required. 
Contact Rachel Cave 
Volunteer Co-ordinator on 01604 719193 or 07889 411274  

mailto:p.g.white@btinternet.com
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June       

 3 10am— 

6pm 

History Group 

Archaeology of the Millennium Green 

C.C. 

  

3  & 4 10am-

6pm 

Art Group Exhibition C.C. 

14 7.30pm History Group – Battle of Naseby C.C. 

19 2pm U3A -  Capability Brown to Gertrude 

Jekyll 

C.C. 

26 7.45pm Flower Club – The Wow Factor N.H.V.H. 

30 7.15 for 

7.30pm 

Friends of the Church – Fish & Chip    

Supper/Quiz 

C.C. 

July    

3 7.30pm WI Members Evening SS 

8 2pm Church Village Fete Field 

17 2pm U3A- Life & Times of the Culworth Gang  C.C. 

24 7.45pm Flower Club – Hold the Front Page N.H.V.H. 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels  CC - Community Centre SS - Sunday School  BC - 

Bugbrooke Chapel     VH - Village Hall     NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall  

It’s surprising the visitors that 

come to your back door at night 
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