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Bugbrooke Link Magazine 

(Issue 213), December 2018 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
This is the last magazine of the year and it’s packed with 
photos, interesting news, articles and wonderful quizzes! 

I’m constantly grateful to all those who contribute to 
village life and the LINK in particular, enabling the useful 
exchange of information and a healthy and vibrant community. 

My personal thanks go to the LINK committee, the contributors, the printers, the 
deliverers and our advertisers. 

We all wish you a happy Christmas and healthy New Year. 
The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 

January 2019, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 

preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
The council has recently been considering the proposed local plan submission by 
South Northants Council. There would appear to be no suggestion of major 
development in Bugbrooke for the near future. However this could change if SNC is 
joined with Northampton Borough in a new Unitary Authority in 2020. 

  Hope you have had an opportunity to see PCSO Matt Taylor on his patrols 
around the village. He would be pleased to hear of any concerns you might have 
regarding crime activity. The Council would also like to hear views about the value of 
a PCSO as we will be reviewing the contract in a year’s time. Please ring 832838 or 
contact via email if you wish to pass on any comments. 

 Bugbrooke has been invited to attend the 875th foundation of our twinning 
village of Vöhl in Germany. The council has agreed we will be sending some 
representatives and the Football Club will be sending a team to play in a competition 
as part of the celebrations. We will be hoping to make the residents of Vöhl more 
aware of our village and its surrounding location whilst there. 

The Council is currently formulating an Emergency Plan in the event of unusual 
events such as flooding. The plan is being formulated by Council representative 
Sarah Munday. We are also expecting Wicksteed Equipment to soon repair the 
vandal damage at the Playing Field play area. The Council will also be seeking to 
extend the range of equipment at the site and will be working with the Community 
Association to provide improved CCTV to safeguard the equipment. Please note that 
all rubbish bins should be removed from footpaths and stored within your property 
within 24 hours of collection. If the Council is made aware of failure to do this it will 
pass it on to SNC who are in a position to impose a fine. Make sure you look out for a 
visit from Father Christmas as we approach the festive season. On behalf of all 
council members I wish everyone a Happy Christmas and successful New Year. 
John Curtis Chairman 

Front Page:    Thanks to Jim Inch for his front page festive cover.  Up to his 

normal high standard.  

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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Funding For Local Organisations 
Is your group or organisation in need of some new equipment or are you fund 
raising for a specific project and need some help?  The Parish Council has funding 
available – don’t miss this opportunity to secure funding for your project. 

Each year the Parish Council sets aside a fund of £8,000, which local 
organisations can apply for (usually up to £500, but in special circumstances this 
can go up to £1,000).  So far this year we have provided grants to the Scouts for 
improvements to the scout hut; the Guides/Brownies to help them purchase the 
necessary resource for the new badge award scheme; the friends of the churchyard 
to purchase a new mower and there is an application pending to help the cricket 
club with an improvement scheme. However, there is still a significant amount 
available to any local organisation or group, even if you have applied previously, or 
received a grant in previous years. Any village organisation or group can apply and 
the application form is available on the Parish Council website, Bugbrooke Link 
Website or from the Parish Clerk. Funding is not given to meet general running 
costs, but to assist in the purchase of equipment or as part of a larger fund raising 
scheme. 

Applications will next be considered at the March meeting and need to be 
received by the Clerk by 28th February 2019 at the latest. If you need help 
completing the application or advice on whether your organisation is eligible, please 
contact the Parish Clerk on 01604 832838 or bugbrookepc@btconnect.com 
John Curtis – Chairman Parish Council 

Village Emergency Plan 
The Parish Council have recently completed an emergency plan for our village. It is 
good practice for every parish to have one of these documents should the worst 
happen and a major incident occur.  On the 20th of October there was a meeting at 
the community cafe to show the draft copy of the plan, whilst also introducing our 
new PCSO Matt Taylor. During that meeting we asked the people present if they 
would kindly sign up to the emergency plan, giving their contact details and skills or 
resources they could give in the event of a major incident. I am pleased to say a 
number of people came forward and we have started a useful list.  However we 
need as many volunteers as we can get. If you have medical or professional skills 
that you would be willing to share in a crisis we would love to hear from you. 
Similarly if you have the use of vehicles: such as tractors, or four by fours, this 
would also help. We need anyone who has a space and the facilities to hold a 
reception centre and provide refreshments for those effected or to support the 
emergency services.  If you feel you can share your talents, qualifications or 
resources to help the village we would love to hear from you. 

If you could contact the Parish Office with your details we would be grateful. All 
contacts will be kept in the strictest confidence. We all hope we will never have to 
face a major flood or incident but we do need to be prepared as a community to 
help each other. The other Saturday at the community cafe so many of you showed 
that community spirit and it was great to be a part of it! Many thanks. 
Sarah Munday, Parish Council 
Chair of the emergency planning committee 
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Police Update 
Those of you who follow social media will know how active I have been since my 
arrival in the village at the beginning of last month. From reading some of the 
comments on the village social media page I thought I would start by giving you a 
crime update. 

Generally crime in Bugbrooke is low, and whilst it may be alarming to see four 
violent crimes recorded in the village according to certain statistical websites it is 
important to put this into some perspective. A violent crime according to the home 
office could simply be a verbal domestic related argument. None of the four recorded 
recently are really of any significant concern to the wider village public. 

Crimes we are seeking information for are: 

Most young people who I have met in the village are polite, I did carry out patrols 
on Halloween and there was an incident where a number of Pumpkins were smashed 
throughout the village, I work quite closely with Campion School and with their help a 
suspect has been identified and will be spoken to. 

Some of you may have seen me down Badger’s Break the other day, this is an 
opportunity to discuss any issues you might have, they are scheduled on a four weekly 
basis. 

If you are a user of twitter you can follow me @pcsomatthew and see what I am 
getting up to around the village, and Northamptonshire Police are promoting 
Neighbourhood Alert where a number of organisations including the Police, Office of 
the Police & Crime Commissioner, Neighbourhood Watch and Action Fraud post 
regular updates, you can sign up at www.northamptonshireneighbourhoodalert.co.uk. 

I would like to remind everyone that should you need the Police in an emergency 
please continue to dial 999. Non urgent matters can be called in on 101 or via our 
website www.northants.police.uk. 

Finally I would like to remind you to have a good Christmas, remember if you are 
bringing new technology into the home to ensure you dispose of your rubbish 
thoughtfully, and I will look forward to updating you in the New Year. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

http://www.northamptonshireneighbourhoodalert.co.uk
http://www.northants.police.uk
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Police officers issue warning following handbag thefts 
Police officers in Northamptonshire are issuing a warning to people across the county 
about a recent spate of handbag and purse thefts.  

 The incidents have taken place in Northampton, Kettering and Corby and have 
happened mostly in supermarkets with the criminals mainly targeting elderly women.  

 Paul Golley, Crime Prevention Team Leader, said: “It takes a real low-life to 
follow elderly people around a supermarket, waiting for the right moment to steal their 
handbag or purse. 

 “Unfortunately these people do exist and they often use distraction techniques to 
get what they want. This can involve bumping into victims - something that causes 
them to be flustered and unaware someone has stolen from them. Or it can involve 
working in pairs with one person distracting the victim while the other steals from 
them. 

 “It’s worth making sure you read the tips below in order to best prevent yourself 
from becoming a victim and making sure any elderly people in your life are aware of 
these tips as well.”  

Attach a bell to your handbag so you can hear if it is moved. 
Beware of pickpockets. 
Never hang your handbag on pushchairs or shopping trolleys. 
Keep your bag firmly closed and on your person at all times. 
Wear shoulder bags with the flap against your body. 
Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. 
Only keep items in your bag that you need for that occasion. 
Remember thieves can use cards to make contactless purchases. 
Do not store your pin number in your handbag or purse. 
If your purse is stolen, report the loss of your cards immediately to the card 

issuers. 
Protect your pin when withdrawing cash from an ATM. 

Questions, Questions, Questions! 
"Why should I respect a capricious, mean-minded, stupid god who creates a 
world so full of injustice and pain?" Is just a flavour from Stephen Fry in 
response to an interview in 2015 on the RTÉ (Radio Television Ireland) 
programme 'The meaning of life’?  He went even further in his response 
which subsequently led to a police investigation under Irish blasphemy laws.  
The investigation led to no further action being taken, but has resulted in an 
Irish Referendum for the repeal of the said law. 

However, I am of the opinion that God in Christ is big enough, bold 
enough and powerful enough to take such valid questions on the chin, 
without the help of any human laws. I believe in a God who allows us to ask questions 
(e.g. Genesis Chapter 18), and talking very personally I’ve often questioned the 
validity and existence of God in both my professional and personal life! 

The following sounds more like a Greek Tragedy. In 1994 my youngest daughter 
was diagnosed with a condition with only one possible cure - a ‘Bone Marrow 
Transplant’ (BMT).   That was always supposing a suitable donor could be found and 
even then there was a less than a 30% chance of her being able to survive the 
procedure, let alone the condition. Then, in late 1999, just when we were starting to 
relax after a successful BMT in 1995, my wife of 25 years died unexpectedly and 
without warning just three weeks short of her 48th birthday.  This was followed in 2013 
by the birth of my first Grandchild whose light only shone for four weeks, putting my 
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eldest daughter, son-in-law and the rest of the family into melt-down! 
Finally, living out much of what I’ve said both professionally and personally, in the 

middle of September this year I collapsed while with a family arranging a family funeral.  
Rushed into the Intensive Care Unit at hospital, my family and friends were told that my 
next 24 hours were critical. At the time of writing, although back at work, I’m having to 
reassess both my work load and life style! 

With all the above and more beside, I find sympathy with Stephen Fry’s outburst of 
anger and frustration, but certainly not with his conclusions. 

As I reflect on ‘Where was and is God’ in all the above and in a world full of tragedy, 
injustice and pain, I once again find the answers I look for in the promise of the Christ 
Child. Being a follower of Christ does not give us immunity from sorrow, suffering or 
bereavement, and most definitely doesn't give even the most devout of us a 
metaphorical ‘get out of jail free’ card.  Only looking through prism of faith do I find any 
real answers. We are called to be faithful, but not always to understand and to 'take up 
our cross'.  We are certainly not invited to live life on a bed of roses! This means in turn 
that we are not asked to live in total unquestioning submission to God, but to question 
and to journey with a God who reveals Himself to us in human form.  The promise of this 
festive season is that in Christ we have all that is needed to deal with the ups and downs 
of life and the injustices that pervade our world. 

Find out about the God who can take all our shouting and questioning in his stride 
as he reveals himself in the central ‘Reason for the Season’   -    the Christ Child. 

Have a wonderful Christ-filled Christmas. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Nature Notes 
How time flies… here we are nearing the end of another year and I’ve just realised I have 
to get these notes in by November 5th, Bonfire Night… today! We’ve just returned from a 
glorious walk in the autumn sunshine along the canal. The temperatures still in double 
figures and very much above average for the time of the year.   

How fortunate we are to have the Grand Union Canal neighbouring our village. I 
have never seen quite so many ducks on the canal as we have this year. The gulls too 
are busy fishing. A pair of adult swans and a youngster have been around for a week or 
so. The hedgerows are a glorious colour right now.  The field maples are particularly 
pleasing this year. The hawthorn, sloes and briar roses are full of hips and berries and 
our retriever is enjoying a picnic each day. However, he’s not so keen on the crab 
apples, but we’ve noticed that the swans seem to be enjoying them. 

We’ve been busy planting the onions sets, garlic and broad beans for next year… 
here’s hoping we have a good year and the broad beans are harvested before the 
dreaded black fly finds them. I quite like this time of year in the garden, getting 
everything ready for winter. It is a temptation to cut everything down in the herbaceous 
borders, but I resist and leave most of the tops until spring. Having said that, I do cut 
down the dahlias. I don’t need to lift them because we have such free draining soil and 
they don’t rot. I have some dahlias that are about 24 years old, about the size of a bush 
and still flowering profusely! We give them a good mulch for protection (I also do the 
peonies). There are two reasons for leaving the tops on plants... one as protection for 
the more tender plants and the other for the creatures that benefit. 

I’m starting to jot down jobs that can be done during the winter months… pruning the 
blackcurrants and autumn raspberries, also we’re going to coppice the hazel in the 
woodland this year as we need new poles for the rose supports that will have to be 
redone this year. We just need to source some willow whips to make the hoops. 
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Well this just leaves me to wish you all a Merry Christmas, I do hope you enjoy 
the festivities and may 2019 be a good year for you. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Our Presentation Evening will have been held on November 9th with our AGM on 
November 26th - a report on both events will be given in February 2019 LINK. 

We have received notice that St Michael 74 Cricket Club are withdrawing 
from the Northamptonshire Cricket League.  The good news is that many of their 
players will be joining us so that our Club will have 1st,  2nd & 3rd X1's playing in the 
2019 Leagues as well as Sunday Fixtures.  John Chapman has agreed to continue 
preparing the grass wickets on the Village Playing Field in 2019 when he will 
hopefully train a groundsman ready for the 2020 season.   

 Our grateful thanks to Tony Bird who runs the Bar where he always makes 
everyone feel most welcome.   The Last Friday in Month Socials at the Pavilion 
continue to be very well attended so do come along from about 7pm til late and bring 
your friends.   The next one will be on November 30th.  Also our grateful thanks to 
joint Treasurers Nigel & Valerie Burt with all the extra work that will be involved in 
2019.  

If anybody would like a guided tour of our excellent facilities by the brook please 
contact myself below.     

 Winter indoor training will begin every Monday night from February 4th through 
to April 8th at Duston School 8pm to 9-30pm. The cost is £5 for Seniors & £2.50 for 
U18's. 

Please contact Rikash Patel 07576314927, Graham Derby 07763 928528 or 
Email. Bugbrookecc@gmail.com 
Peter White (President) 50 High Street,  Bugbrooke. 01604 
830452    p.g.white@btinternet.com   C lub Website bugbrooke.play-cricket.com  

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Our October meeting was a social evening. We started with a picture quiz which was 
followed by Ready Steady Flower Arrange. Under the guidance of Simone and Janet 
we all had a turn at adding flowers and greenery to create two very attractive 
pedestal arrangements. Everyone took a plate of food and a delicious buffet 
completed a fun evening. The year ends with a Christmas workshop on December 
16th after a busy and enjoyable year. The AGM is on January 28th. We look forward 
to welcoming members and visitors in 2019 - our 45th year. 

Bugbrooke Community Primary School 
Hello to all! I am Rebecca Birch, the new Head Teacher of Bugbrooke Primary 
School. My first term in post has been an absolute pleasure and I feel extremely 
privileged to lead such a wonderful school, in a very special community.  I was lucky 
enough to work in the school as the Deputy Head for the last academic year and so 
know lots of the families already. In my new role, I am hoping to get to know more 
people from the community and build on the links that our school has with the rest of 
the village. 

I would like to invite you all and visitors from the surrounding villages too, to join 
us in school on Wednesday 12th December between 10am and 11.30am, for mince 

mailto:Bugbrookecc@gmail.com
mailto:p.g.white@btinternet.com
http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
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pies, tea, coffee and a chat! You may even be lucky enough to be entertained by beautiful 
children’s voices too, which will really get you in the Christmas spirit! We look forward to 
welcoming lots of you to our school. 
Rebecca Birch, Head Teacher 

Bugbrooke Scouts 
Scouts have welcomed three new 
members this term who have all 
moved on from Cubs. They were 
all invested this week. Scouts 
have all completed their fire 
safety badge and got to practise 
letting off the fire extinguishers 
and practising what to do in the 
event that a person is on fire.  

They had fun at the PGL 
residential and were good 
role models for the Cubs.  
They also tried new 
activities. Hannah was the 
only one to score a bulls eye 
within the group and we 
were told that she is the only 
one who has managed it all 
season. The leaders were 

challenged to an archery competition with most of the 
Scouts and Cubs backing Brad but they backed the 
wrong leader. They enjoyed their visit to Go Outdoors 
and had to follow bearings with a compass to navigate 
their way around the store. They Joined Cubs with their 
WW1 re-enactment and decorated rocks with poppies 
and the names of the fallen soldiers, from Bugbrooke 
in WW1, to hide around the village.  Scouts will also be 
parading to the church for Remembrance Service. 

If you have a boy or girl who is interesting in 
joining any of the three sections you can contact me on 
07512765034 or via our Facebook page. 
Sue Beckingham 

Cub Scouts 
Cubs have also had a busy term. They welcomed 
some new Cubs who had moved on from Beavers and 
have had some joint activities with the Scouts. They 
had a joint quiz night, joined the Scouts on a residential 
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trip to a PGL centre where they got to try new activities such as fencing, rafting, canoeing, 
the high ropes, archery and quad biking. We certainly have some budding climbers who 
were unafraid and made it look really easy.  Lucas was the fastest to the top. They joined 
Scouts in a visit to Go Outdoors where they learnt how to choose the correct equipment for 
expeditions and hikes and most importantly how to tie their walking boots correctly to 
prevent blisters. They have been creative using leaves to make pictures and had a visitor 
to talk to them about WW1 and the poems of WW1. This session ended with them 
simulating the trenches and having a war in the Scout hut. They will be parading to the 
church on the 11th November. 

Beaver Scouts 
This term has been busy for Beavers. We have invested five new Beavers and have been 
busy completing several elements of the outdoor and adventure challenge badge. Beavers 
learnt how to lay a trail and follow a trail with a help of a few of the parents. They learnt 
about endangered animals and five British animals and then made models of the animals 
out of conkers. Last week we celebrated bonfire night, they learnt about Guy Fawkes and 
then they all made mini guys out of socks and burnt them on the campfire. Some of them 
were taken home as the Beavers did not want to burn them. They have also learnt to tie a 
few different knots and will be learning about Remembrance Day and will be making 
poppies. They will then be Parading to Bugbrooke church on the 11th November for the 
Remembrance service. 

Bugbrooke Guides 
This term has been action packed so far. September saw our annual jumble sale, which 
was a huge success - a massive 
thank you to all who helped 
collect, sort and sell! We couldn’t 
have done it without everyone’s 
support. The funds raised are 
used throughout the year on our 
activities, resources and trips. 

We joined together with the 
Rainbows, Brownies  and 
Rangers for a camp fire evening 
of songs and hot dogs. Everyone 

had a great time! Other 
activities have included crafts, 
cooking, a night walk, games 
and much more. 
Later this month we are 
heading off on our Winter 
Weekend away in Kettering, 
the Guides are all excited to go 
swimming, shopping, do crafts 
and get cooking! Also planned 
in before Christmas is Ice 
Skating, bowling, badges and 
much more. 
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We are looking for another adult helper to join our leadership team. This is a 
great opportunity to get involved with Bugbrooke Guides and volunteer in the 
community. If you are interested in finding out more please email us! 

Bugbrooke Guides is suitable for girls aged 10-14 years old. To join or to add 
your daughter to the waiting list, please email bugbrookeguides@gmail.com 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/
Jigsaw Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (three 
groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 10 December at 2.00pm – ‘The History of Music Hall’ by Colin Ray. An 
entertaining and amusing talk on the history of the music hall. Note that this is the 
second Monday of the month. 
Monday 21 January 2019 at 2.00pm – ‘Richard III, Henry VII and the Disappearing 
Princes’ by John Perkins. The story of the brothers Edward V and Richard of 
Shrewsbury, Duke of York, who disappeared while being held in the Tower of London. 
Enquiries to 01604-830165 (Linda New) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene 

Bugbrooke History Group 
We had a fabulous speaker at our September Meeting. John Perkins, some of you 
may have experienced his teaching at Campion, gave a lively, enthusiastic 
presentation about Richard III and was he (Richard, not John), or was he not 
responsible for killing the two princes in the tower. We all know the story, but I, for one 
had no idea about all the complications. Was Richard the victim of Tudor tweets, 
propaganda? Various facts certainly show Richard as a good, popular king. More 
people attended his coronation than that of any other monarch. He was invited to be 
King. It was thought that the marriage of Edward IV and Elizabeth Woodville was 
bigamous and therefore the princes (their sons) were bastards and not a legal threat 
to the throne. So no need for Richard to do away with them. And there was a third 
Prince who was not disappeared but went to Flanders of his own free will. Many books 
have been written on this subject. Many hours of research, and still the investigation 
continues. The search goes on in libraries all over the world for documents which 
might shed more light on exactly what was going on. 

The next meeting on November 14th will welcome a presentation by the four men 
who have taken the Link through the years of the First World War. They have 
concentrated on people from Bugbrooke, on where they were and what they were 
doing 1914 to 1918. These are obviously traumatic years for everyone, tragic too in 
many cases. The impact and effects of the War were far reaching and must never be 
forgotten. 

Visitors to our meetings pay £3. Or pay £10 for a whole year of meetings. 
Fantastically good value! 

We have been working on a new book of photographs of Bugbrooke covering the 

mailto:bugbrookeguides@gmail.com
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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years 1980 to 1999.  We had hoped that this would be published in time for you to 
buy it for Christmas. This is now looking highly unlikely. Unfortunately we are still 
short of photos. I am sure there are many of you who have photos taken in 
Bugbrooke during those years. It was a very active and interesting time in the village. 
There were many clubs and societies. Lots of newcomers to the village were 
welcomed and joined in. Please please, we want as many of you as possible to 
contribute to this book. Look out your old photos. Send them to me. Hard copies can 
be scanned and given back to you quickly. 

We still have some copies of the previous photographic book 1930 to 1980 
(price £10) and a history of education in Bugbrooke – Gleaners to Graduates (price 
£2)  Available from the cafe and from me. 
Pat Kent – secretary  tel 01604830518  e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 

History Group Photo Book 
Bugbrooke in Pictures is not going to be ready for publication this side of Christmas. 
What a disappointment! 

To be honest, the problem was that in spite of having requested photos in the 
Link during 2018, we did not have sufficient pictures submitted to make a good book. 
SO...it was decided to try again to encourage everyone who was here anytime 
between 1980 and 1999 to raid their cupboards, bookshelves and storage boxes. 
Find us more photos to include in what we intend to be a real memento of those 
special years. So much happened then. The Community Centre was built and all the 
clubs that use it started up there  - Bowls, Art, Wine-tasting. The Playing Fields were 
used for football, rugby, athletics and bonfire night firework display. There was 
exchange with Germany. There were Young Mothers, Mums and Tots, Mothers 
Union, Church Choir, and Orchestra. There was Campion and all its clubs, Parents 
associations. Some societies came and went during that time. 

Please try to remember. Dig out your photos. Ask other people who may have 
some. Help the History Group to make this book a true reflection of Bugbrooke 
during those twenty special years. 

Send your photos to me. 
Pat Kent  1, High Street, e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello everyone.  Well Autumn has passed and we are now into winter.  Let’s hope it’s 
not as severe as last year.   

3rd October. Today we had our annual Fish or Chicken and chips lunch 
followed by Trifle or Fresh Fruit salad.  It was delicious.  

By the time you read this we would have been to the Deco Theatre for a 
Christmas special "There’ll Always be an England", followed by afternoon tea. 

We are looking for new members. If you would like to join us on alternate 
Wednesdays you would be very welcome. Come and join us in a lovely atmosphere 
and if Bingo or Whist isn't your thing bring a friend and play Scrabble, Bridge or 
something else you enjoy. If interested turn up at our next meeting Wednesday 6th 
February 2019. You will find us at Sunday School Rooms, Church Lane. Transport 
can be provided. If interested please phone Linda 831219. 
Karin Lambert 



25 

 



26 

 



27 

 

 



28 

 



29 

 

Village Profile 
Sarah Munday  - Teacher and Parish Councillor 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I have lived in the village all my life. Having been born prematurely 
I was back and forward to the hospital in the first few weeks but 
thanks to my Mum I survived to carry on living here.  I trained as a 
teacher at Nene College, so have always lived at home. 
What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
I feel very lucky to call Bugbrooke my home. I live here with my 
Mother and 2 pekinese dogs. Having worked in a lot of different 
catchment areas as a teacher, I have come to increasingly 
appreciate where my home is. I love the countryside around the 
village. It is some of the most beautiful I have seen. As a child I 
went for many walks with my Dad along the canal path and 
through different parts of the village. It was there I was taught 
about plants and animals and shown the beauty of nature. The village has many special 
memories for me. Every time I get to the bottom of Camp Hill I remember learning to ride 
my bike and ending up in a tangled mess on the pavement, only to be picked up and 
carried home by my Dad. When I come along the top road from Kislingbury I often 
remember seeing my Uncle working in the field and waving to him. I love my home and 
can’t imagine living anywhere else. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
I don’t dislike anything but I feel that as we are now a big village and ever expanding we 
need to work hard to keep the inherent character of the place we live in. A sense of 
community is very important. To make sure that people still say hello and good morning 
and work together to preserve what is already great about the village, and work hard to 
improve and extend that in the future. That is why I wanted to join the Parish Council. 
What are you most proud of? 
I always wanted to teach and have been lucky enough to achieve that. It is great when a 
past pupil remembers me (even though it makes me feel old). I also love it when I have 
helped a child achieve something and there is no greater reward than a parent telling 
you that you have made their child happy at school and made a difference. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
I had a wonderful childhood surrounded by loving adults who took the time to help me 
grow up. I could not have wished for better parents and consider myself to have been 
blessed. 
What or who do you admire most? 
What I admire are people who quietly live their lives and try to help others along the way, 
every day in countless small ways. If we all did that the world would be a more caring 
place. Obviously I have admiration for those people in history that put themselves on the 
line for others, people like Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela to name 
a few. But it’s what people do each day that makes a difference. 
What is your favourite holiday destination? 
I love Italy. In Rome and Florence I could indulge my passion for History. I like holidays 
in this country as long as they are by the sea, I love the sea, and we live so far away 
from it. 
Have you thought  of living by the sea? 
I would never move away from here. It is the people around you who make your home. 
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What is your favourite food? 
My Mum and I have been vegetarians for a long time. I have never liked meat. At 
Christmas I make a steamed mushroom pudding that is delicious followed by home 
made Christmas Pudding and brandy butter. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
One thing comes to mind, a phrase I have often seen. “It is not how you climb in life, 
but how well you bounce.” 
That seems to pretty much sum it up to me. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
I have so many favourites but any of the disc world series by Terry Pratchett would be 
good. They are hilarious and prophetic at the same time. 
What in life is important to you? 
My Mum and Dad (although he is no longer with us, he is always in my heart). My 
friends who are fabulous and my two lovely pekinese dogs who are beautiful and 
definitely spoilt. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Church Christmas Flowers 
You are invited to bring Poinsettia plants to decorate the Church over the Christmas 
period.  If you would like to dedicate your plant to a loved one as a remembrance 
please include a tag or card. 

Poinsettias to the Church by Friday 7th/ Saturday 8th December onwards. 
Contact Cherry  tel.  01604 830389 

A Bugbrooke Letter written 100 years ago, December 1918 
“Were I the King of England 
Or the Emperor of Rome 
I would have no fighting men abroad, 
No weeping women at home.” 
In times of war “the weeping women at home” have almost as noble a part to 

play, as “the fighting men abroad.” During the past four years many women have 
suffered bitter sorrow, and much anxiety. Before the demobilisation of the Army 
commences, we, the women of Bugbrooke, would like to ask Mr Wright to accept our 
most sincere thanks for his sympathy with those in sorrow. And also for his kind 
enquiries for the Prisoners of War, the Wounded, and Absent Ones. The kindness 
which Mr Wright has extended to one and all, irrespective of class or creed, will be 
remembered by many in the years that are to come. Just as Mr Wright’s kindness has 
been valued by the women, so too, have the “Weekly Letters” been most keenly 
appreciated by the men. By reading the “Weekly Letters” they have been able to 
ascertain the “where-abouts”  of their various friends, the hospitals in which the 
wounded have been lying, and various other items of news which they might not 
otherwise have been able to receive. We know that the “Weekly Letters” have been 
read on many battle-fronts not only by the Bugbrooke men, but also by many men in 
their battalions, though strangers to Bugbrooke, and to the Bugbrooke people. Mr 
Wright has indeed been “the Village Father”. We feel sure that our nurses, with our 
men, both at home and abroad, will like to unite with us, in wishing Mr and Mrs Wright 
many years of happiness, while expressing the hope that they may soon be re-united 
with their family, with no “absent” ones. 
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A big effort in the village this year at the 
centenary of the end of World War 1.  
This display was outside the chapel on 
High Street. 
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Three lovely autumn 

pictures from around 

Bugbrooke by  Nathan 

Doyle and  Kaye Adams 
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100 Years Ago, October and November 1918 
The successful Allied response to the failed German offensive on the Western Front 
continued during October. The advances eastwards across a wide front gained 
momentum, with the Germans in almost constant withdrawal. There were specific 
British attacks on 3 October (along an eight-mile front), 4 October (a 20-mile front) and 
8 October (a 21-mile front, with many tanks involved). 

By this time, Bulgaria, a somewhat reluctant supporter of the ‘Central Powers’ and 
having lost its German subsidy and supplies, had already signed an Armistice with the 
Allies, on 30 September. 

On 4 October, the Germans had sent a note to the American President, Woodrow 
WILSON, proposing an Armistice. Allied advances continued meanwhile, with the 
Germans in retreat across a wide front, though still resisting strongly. The Allies were 
no doubt bolstered by the significant presence of many American troops now, though 
these were not always committed to the action. Their commander, General John 
PERSHING, remained insistent that they participated as distinct American formations 
under American command. 

On 13 October, President WILSON demanded German capitulation, while 
advances continued and the Germans retreated; on 23 October the President said he 
was willing to discuss an Armistice. Other theatres were also progressing in the Allie’s 
favour and on 28 October the Austrians requested an Armistice and one was signed 
with Turkey on 30 October. A mutiny was spreading in the German navy while the last 
major Allied assault on land, the successful four-day Battle of the Sambre, started 
across a 30-mile front, with tank support, on 1 November. 

At the same time, the Allies held a conference at Versailles to agree the Armistice 
terms to be offered, President WILSON authorising Marshal Ferdinand FOCH to 
present them to a German delegation. This duly took place on a train at Rethondes 
Railway Station in the Compiegne Forest on 8 November. The Kaiser abdicated the 
next day, crossing into neutral Holland; there was ‘unrest’ reported in Berlin. 

The Germans had been given 72 hours to accept the terms, expiring at 11.00am 
on Monday 11 November. Their delegation was in close discussion with the Allies’ 
representatives overnight on 10/11 November, with the Armistice signed at 5.00am, to 
take effect from 11.00am that day. The guns fell silent! 

From 17 November 1918, British Second and Fourth Armies were moved towards 
the German border, occupying German territory from 1 December. Second Army was 
later officially named the ‘British Army of the Rhine’ from 2 April 1919.  

The one theatre still active was East Africa, where the undefeated German 
commander, Colonel Paul von LETTOW-VORBECK, had been conducting a very 
successful irregular war which occupied a disproportionate number of mainly British 
troops. It took until 25 November to reach him and persuade him to surrender, by then 
in Northern Rhodesia. Bugbrooke man Harry James AMBLER, a Lieutenant (and 
sometime Temporary Captain) in the Royal Engineers and employed as a Signals 
Officer, served in this campaign (with only a short break) from 29 May 1917 to 29 
November 1918, when he embarked for England and eventual release to civilian life. 

The Germans had been more successful at sea, with almost daily sinking of 
merchantmen by U-boats, with the last recorded attack occurring on 7 November. The 
last major loss by the Royal Navy (RN) occurred on 9 November, with the sinking 
(again, by U-boat) off Cape Trafalgar of the battleship HMS Britannia, in which 
Bugbrooke man Thomas KING had served pre-war, though he was not aboard that 
fateful day. (Thomas had joined the RN as a ‘Boy’ in 1910 and served until discharged 
to a pension in June 1934). Elsewhere, the Allied Intervention in Russia continued 
inconclusively during 1919, with the last British units leaving in late 1920. 
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A formal Peace Treaty was signed at Versailles on 28 June 1919 and ratified in 

Paris on 10 January 1920, with the USA a notable absentee, signing separate terms 
later. 

Back in Bugbrooke, life continued as ‘normal’, with the school closing for 
blackberrying on 1 October (afternoon), 7 October (all day) and 8 October (afternoon), 
with two separate loads just over 100lbs (45kgs) despatched and the pupils paid 
accordingly. Notable events include Rev Ernest HARRISON visiting the school on 9 
October and the school gate repair the following day. The Headmaster, Frank 
WRIGHT, notes that the completion of Food Rationing Cards – a task given to the 
teachers – was long and demanding. 

On 29 October the sad news was received of the loss of 19-year old Private Fred 
CHAPMAN in Belgium, while serving with 26 (Service) Battalion, the Royal Fusiliers, 
which had returned to France in March after some four months in Italy. A letter to the 
school suggests he was killed on 25 October, but the official records state 14 October. 
He is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial and the effects sent to his mother 
Ellen, included payments of £5.16s.2d on 18 March 1919 and £4 on 10 December that 
year. 

An ominous note on 6 November says that children are absent with flu. On 11 
November news of the Armistice reaches the school at midday, and after some 
parents are gathered, the national anthem is sung around the flagpole, flying the 
Union Flag. Apparently the children asked for and were immediately granted a half-
day holiday! The school was still chasing fuel supplies and closed from 18 to 21 
November inclusive, when fuel was at last delivered. 

There were two other casualties before hostilities ceased, though only one was 
fatal. Private Charles Edward DAVIS was serving with a Signal Company of the Royal 
Engineers when he received a head wound – probably from shrapnel – on 20 October. 
He was treated in France before discharge from hospital on 1 November and return to 
England to recover (and to marry a nurse on 26 December, in Bugbrooke). 

Private Charles Henry EALES, originally in the Northamptonshire Regiment, but 
serving locally with an Agricultural Labour Company of the Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps (RAOC), succumbed to pneumonia following flu, in a hospital in Northampton 
on 7 November, his mother at his bedside. He had served on the Western Front the 
previous year, from 1 January to 11 April, when he received a gunshot wound to his 
shoulder. On his recovery he was found unfit for further active service and remained in 
England; he is buried in the Towcester Road cemetery in Northampton. His effects 
went to his father, including payments of £8.6s on 6 February and £6 on 9 December 
1919. 

Three further deaths should be noted, one attributed to military service and two to 
later illness. Private William Henry MILLS, serving with an Ammunition Section of the 
RAOC in France, was killed in an accident on 2 June 1919 and is buried in Meaulte 
Military Cemetery on the Somme. The effects sent to his widow included a payment of 
£29.4s.4d on 23 February 1920. Private Arthur Sydney Jacob BASS, serving with the 
Machine Gun Corps (Cavalry) in the army of occupation in Germany, had died from flu 
on 4 January 1919 and is buried in Cologne Southern Cemetery. The effects sent to 
his father included a payment of £32.8s.1d on 22 April that year. Sadly his older 
brother (John Henry) Dennis BASS, late of the Machine Gun Corps and the army of 
occupation, was to succumb to flu in Northampton in September the following year. 
Although this is not registered with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission as he 
had been discharged by then, his name is on the memorial plaque in Bugbrooke 
church. 
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It took many months for the long-planned 
demobilisation process to bring everyone home. 
Priority was given to men with trades vital to getting 
Britain back to work and normality, regardless of 
length of service or family needs. 

For a Victory (or Peace) Parade in London on 19 
July 1919, a temporary wooden and plaster cenotaph 
was built, it being retained for the first Armistice 
commemoration on 11 November that year, including 
a two-minute silence, which has been observed on 
each such occasion since. On 11 November 1920 the 
stone Cenotaph we know today was unveiled by the 
King, en route to the interment at Westminster Abbey 
of the ‘Unknown Soldier’, intended as a symbol of 
national mourning.. 
Roger Colbourne for the 100 Year Project 

The 100 Years Project 
The article in this issue of the LINK for the ‘100 years 
project’ is the final one. Over the last 4 years, we have 
produced an article every issue trying to give LINK 
readers an idea of what was happening to the people of Bugbrooke in the village and 
in the Great War exactly 100 years ago. As 100 years ago, as the Great War came to 
an end so now do our articles. 

We have talked about all of the 29 soldiers who are associated with Bugbrooke 
and died in the war, and researched all 160 soldiers who served. With around 192 
homes in Bugbrooke at that time, virtually every family would have been affected. 

It has been an endurance test for the four of us who have done it, and for those of 
you who have taken the time to read the articles. The school letters, the war diaries, 
the personal accounts, and stories we have come across, have produced a unique 
insight into life for Bugbrooke folk 100 years ago during the war. 

For those of you who missed them or want to re-read the articles, they are all 
accessible on the Bugbrooke LINK website at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/ww1 , 
together with information on all men who served, all the school letters, and all the spin 
off information we came across.  Do have a look. 

For those of you who have not read any, and have been bored by these articles, 
thank you for your patience, your suffering is at an end. 
Geoff Cooke, Dave Marshall, Jim Inch and Roger Colbourne for the 100 Years Project 

Bugbrooke WI 
As expected, our September meeting was a very thought provoking one as Jon-Paul 
Carr presented a comprehensive talk on the history of eating, shopping and food 
manufacturing in Northamptonshire. He jogged our memories by showing photos of 
Northamptonshire markets from the past and many foods no longer in production. 
We enjoyed a hot meal cooked by our Committee before our AGM in October and, 
when the formal business was completed we were able to spend time socialising. Jean 
Marshall has kindly agreed to stand as President for another year. 
Unfortunately, Bob the Blacksmith will not be able to talk to us in November as he has 
moved away from the area. Instead, Alison Grantham is coming to give us some ideas 

http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/ww1
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and inspiration for gift wrapping, an ideal opportunity with Christmas not far away. 
Talking of Christmas, we will start our jollities at our December meeting when we will 
be entertained by Stanwick Handbell Ringers. We may even be able to try our hand 
at ringing. 

Our Crafty Chatter group have been busy lately knitting poppies to adorn 
"Tommy" the outline of a World War I soldier who is on display at the Chapel. The 
Knit and Natter group have joined with us and altogether we have produced 127 
poppies. 27 will go on a sash on "Tommy" in remembrance of the 27 Bugbrooke men 
who did not return and 100 will commemorate the 100 years since the end of the war. 
We hold our meeting on the first Monday of the month and visitors are always 
welcome. There is a charge of £4.50 for visitors. 

Our first meeting in 2019 will be an open meeting as we will be holding a fun 
quiz and in February John Perkins will be with us to talk about 50 years of schooling. 
Amusing stories from the classroom. 
Brenda Astell 

Opportunity To Meet Your Member of Parliament 
Mr Chris Heaton-Harris, the Member of Parliament who represents Bugbrooke is 
hosting a Coffee Morning on Friday 18th January 9–11 am in the Lounge at 
Bugbrooke Community Centre, Camp Close. 

All residents are invited to come along, have a cup of coffee and chat with Mr 
Heaton-Harris about issues in which you are interested. 

Tanzania 
Bugbrooke has had an association with Africa for several years through the 
charitable efforts of Sue and Tony Pace. 

In May 2019 another Bugbrooke resident Geraint Evans will be visiting 
Tanzania on a programme to train and provide sustainable dental care to rural 
communities. 

Many of us have suffered from toothache (oral pain) at some point in our lives. It 
can be debilitating, constant, and excruciating. It is something we would immediately 
look to address by reaching for pain relief or booking an urgent visit to the dentist. 
But for many people, this is not possible; over 70% of the world’s population does not 
have access to a dentist. 

It is in the rural areas of developing countries across Africa and elsewhere that 
dentists are most sorely needed. As traditional diets increasingly incorporate sugar-
filled western foodstuffs we are seeing dental decay rise dramatically, leading to 
debilitating and painful tooth infections. Experiencing pain, problems with 
communicating, eating and smiling due to dental decay leave people ostracised from 
communities, unable to work or attend school. It is estimated that toothache is the 
reason for millions of school and work hours lost each year throughout the world. 
Lacking access to basic dental care is a serious problem, and if not treated 
appropriately, can lead to infection and even death. 

The Charity Bridge2Aid has developed a model that provides training for local 
health workers. The training is carried out by volunteer dentists, nurses, hygienists 
and therapists from the UK and other parts of the world. For over a decade 
Bridge2Aid has demonstrated success in both Tanzania and Rwanda, making 
access to life-changing treatment available to more than 4 million people. 

Sustainability is at the heart of what the charity does. Sustainability means 
putting the knowledge and the power to change their lives into the hands of the 
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people who we are seeking to help. This ensures that the training delivered is 
appropriate to the situation. Crucially when Bridge2Aid volunteers leave an area the 
skills they have taught mean the work can be carried on, with the equipment required 
provided and left behind with those trained. The health workers trained are usually in 
remote rural areas with little or no electricity or running water. When the team leave 
they leave behind competent health workers trained in emergency dental care who are 
able to get people out of pain and prevent dangerous infections, leaving behind a long
-term legacy of on going pain relief. 

If you would like to support Geraint Evans on this trip please visit his just giving 
page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/geraintrowtreedental 

Or to donate directly to the charity on their website https://bridge2aid.org 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal for 2018 
 The Royal British Legion and I would very much like to thank everybody who gave to 
this year’s worthwhile poppy appeal. Especially as it is a special remembrance of one 
hundred years since the end of the Great War.  

A special thank you to: the Parish Council, who purchased a wreath again and 
bought the Lamp post poppies put up along the High Street, all the shops /cafes and 
public houses in the village who put out boxes and collecting tins; plus each of the 
schools in the village. Again I wish to thank Terry Ward for all his support and advice. 
A personal thank you to the Girl Guides for their support this year. The final sum 
raised by the village of Bugbrooke was £1329.86 which is higher than last year’s total 
of £1003.40.  
John Perkins 
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Family Announcements 
Pat and Rob Frost would like to thank everyone for their kind wishes, cards, texts, flowers 
and gifts received on the occasion of their Golden Wedding Anniversary. Special thanks to 
Claire and Ian, Rob and Gemma, also Maddie and Albie. 
Love to you all. 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel  CC - Community Centre  ChCP - Church Car Park   

Ch - St Michael & All Angels    CP - Cricket Pavilion    PS - Primary School 

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall   RU - Rugby Club Clubhouse 

SS - Sunday School   VH - Village Hall 

Diary   

December   

3 19:30 Bugbrooke WI  - Stanwick Handbell Ringers CC 

6 10:00 Strollers ChCP 

7 19:30 Friends of St Michaels - Wine Tasting CC 

7-8  Poinsettias in Church Ch 

10 14:00 U3A - History of Music Hall CC 

12 10-11:30     Coffee and Chat PS 

13 10:00 Strollers ChCP 

16 19:45 Flower Society Christmas Workshop   NHVH 

19  Santa in Bugbrooke  

20 10:00 Strollers ChCP 

27 10:00 Strollers ChCP 

January   

7 19:30 WI - Fun Quiz CC 

18 9-11 Coffee morning with Chris Heaton Harris CC 

21 14:00 U3A - Richard III, Henry VII, Disappearing Princes CC 

28 19:45 Flower Society AGM   NHVH 

February   

4 19:30 WI - John Perkins 50 years of schooling  CC 

6 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

13 19:30 History Club CC 
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