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Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in the 
factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not necessarily 
 endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 210), June 2018 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
 

Thank you so much for responding brilliantly to the request for 
articles and photos; it’s much appreciated. 

We do our best to fit everything in to the magazine but 
sometimes have to trim articles and other submissions. 

I’m delighted that at our AGM all committee members were re-elected and this 
provides a stable basis for the coming year. 

We’re always interested to hear from anyone who would wish to assist with news 
gathering, production and dealing with our generous advertisers. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 02 July 
2018, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way of 

us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Our Lives in Their Hands 
While a fresh youth of fourteen I spent six weeks in hospital!  Mind you, 
it wasn’t too bad, I quite enjoyed myself!  In my own room and with strict 
bed rest, there was no school work only jigsaws to assemble, books 
magazines and comics to read, the radio to listen to and nurses to 
dream of! 

Most people though do not enjoy being in hospital?  Why not?  
You lose independence, being completely in the hands of and at the 
mercy of the doctors and nurses?  Because your life is in their hands 
and because of the uncertainty? 

Has my condition been diagnosed correctly?  Will they prescribe the correct 
medicine?  Will they treat me properly? Will the treatment work? Will I recover? Then to 
cap it all off there is all that waiting even though you have arrived at the correct time, 
then when you are thinking about going home a total stranger takes you into a cubicle 
and asks you to strip! 

Then when you’re finally in your hospital bed ‘Nil by Mouth’ written on the white 
board while everyone is tucking into a hearty meal!   

Even when you leave your bed to go to the theatre you’re at risk: the person 
pushing the trolley could trip launching the trolley down the corridor at 40mph, out of the 
swing doors and under a bus or even an ambulance!  Then when you do arrive in the 
theatre is it the right one and have they the correct notes! 

Okay, I know the vast majority of operations and procedures are successful and 
very grateful we must be to the whole of the medical profession.  However, we do trust 
people, fallible people, with our lives!  In doing so we employ faith, faith we may deny 
possessing if someone confronts us with the person of Jesus Christ, for in saying “I can’t 
believe,” we are denying we possess faith.  Faith is one of God’s most precious gifts to 
us all!  A pity we deny possessing it! 

Think about this: what are you placing your faith in when you allow a team of 
doctors and nurses to hold your life in their hands?  Is it something tangible?  No!  It is in 
a series of invisibles!  Skill, experience and knowledge! 

Front Page:    Julia ‘Tyrell’’ Barnby  captured the bright colours in the fields around 
Bugbrooke in early May. 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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No one can prove to us, before we employ our faith that our faith is well 
placed!  Only the practical employment of faith brings the proof that the faith was 
well founded!   Only when we recover from the anaesthetic and are told the 
operation has been successful do we know the people we trusted were trustworthy? 

Only by experience, by practical application of faith in Jesus Christ will we ever 
prove whether or not he is worthy of our trust. 

Just as the consent form must be signed, so Jesus waits for our trusting 
consent to his entering our lives, from where he can influence it for the better from 
the inside out, but only when we have, in faith, placed our lives in his hands! 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Bugbrooke Church 
I have been an important landmark in this village since 
I was built in the 13th Century.  Over the years I have 
seen many changes and many people come and go.  
Expansion has left me on the edge of the village but 
my churchyard still provides a resting place for the 
departed residents of Bugbrooke and is well tended by 
a team of volunteers, to whom I am extremely grateful. 

With age, my stonework is crumbling and is in 
need of constant maintenance and repair.  Fortunately 
I have a wonderful organisation whose members are 
keen to see me kept in good order. The Friends of St 
Michael and All Angels Church are people who 
recognise the needs of an old building like myself and 
they raise money to keep me looking good.  
Membership is only £5 per annum and they hold 
fundraising events which are well worth attending. 

Repairs and maintenance aside, people don’t 
realise that it costs upwards of £800 per week just to 
cover administration costs and utilities to keep me 
open as a living, worshipping church available for the 
use of all parishioners for weekly worship, baptisms, 
weddings and funerals. The Church of England is a 
charity and is not funded by the state in ‘any way, 
shape or form’!  This cost has to be raised from within 
the parish. My bank balance is almost empty and my 
regular worshipping congregation are putting on a variety of fundraising events 
throughout the year and would welcome your support. Keep your eyes open for 
notices on the notice boards around the village and on ‘facebook’ and join in the 
fun.  Thank you to all who supported the Afternoon Tea on 6th May, I hope you had 
a good time. 

I am reinstating an old tradition of holding a ‘Gift Day’ when the church will be 
open for those living in the parish who value my existence to visit and contribute to 
my upkeep.  This will take place on Saturday 30th June 2018 and the church will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 pm. Do come and have a cup of tea or coffee, meet the 
Rector and Churchwardens and get answers to any questions you have about me 
and my upkeep. 

Inside, I’ve just had a long overdue Spring Clean. The cobwebs and grime 
have been cleared from my walls and windows and I feel much brighter.  Thank you 

An unusual view of the Church, 
taken by Phil Bignell with his 
drone. 
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to the volunteers who completed this work and thank you also to the Brownies who 
cleaned the toys from my Children’s corner.   

Do come and visit me, I’m open from 9.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. every day for personal 
prayer and meditation; or just come in and sit a while in my peaceful surroundings and 
escape the usual humdrum for a few minutes to enable your inner batteries to be re-
charged.  I welcome your company and look forward to seeing you very soon. 
Written by Judy Smith, Church Warden. 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
The date for our Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz this year is Friday 6th July.  We expect that 
this will be a most enjoyable event. It will take place at the Community Centre, with a 
starting time of 7.15 for 7.30pm. Tickets will be £12.00 a person, which includes both 
the supper and entry to the quiz. (Unfortunately we have had to increase the price a 
little – this really is something which has to do with the price of fish). The quiz will be 
based on teams of four.  Tickets will be available from Teresa Garlick, 5 Ash Grove 
(tel 832443). Please note that tickets must be requested by Monday 2nd July, since 
we need to order the fish and chips (with a choice of chicken and chips for those who 
prefer). We look forward to a good evening. 
Jim Inch, Chairman 

Bugbrooke Church Fete 2018 
Bugbrooke Church fete will be held on Saturday 14th July starting at 2 p.m. It will be in 
its usual place – the new part of the Millennium Green. The Rose Queen, accompanied 
by her attendants will arrive to open the fete and there will be a crowning ceremony. 
There will be a variety of games, entertainment and stalls. Refreshments will be 
available from several areas including the W.I. tent, the barbecue and a Pimm’s stall. 

 We are asking for donations of bric a brac, books, plants and cakes. We are on 
the field setting up on the morning of 14th July so you can bring contributions down 
then. 

Bric a brac can also be taken to Ian and June Farrington’s in the week leading up 
to the fete. What a good excuse for a declutter! Please contact Jean Marshall about 
any donations of books before the day. Cherry Pilcher is looking after the plant stall. 
Sheila Willmore can be contacted about the cake stall. The tombola stalls will 
welcome any donations of bottles and general items. 

Have you got any spare soft toys? We will be rehoming soft toys which may have 
been outgrown and are taking up space. June Farrington will take these in and get 
them looking at their best for their new owners to walk around the fete field with. 

The grand finale will be the duck race. Ducks are available to buy before the day. 
Several people sell them and this is much appreciated. Will you be a lucky winner this 
time? 

Please put the date in your diary and come and support us and all the stall 
holders who have helped so much every year. 
Jean Marshall 

Campion 
Campion students have continued to enjoy a wide range of experiences during the 
Spring term.  Opportunities in the past two months alone have included an excellent 
production of Alice in Wonderland; feedback from all was superb – a high quality 
performance indeed and a joy to watch!  Other events have been shared through our 
weekly newsletter, The Root, including a series of extra-curricular revision 
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opportunities for students in Years 10 and 11, leadership of primary school partnership 
sporting events, a visit from GB hockey player Zoe Shipperley, careers education days 
with business partners, theatre visits (for example Woman in Black and The Play that 
Goes Wrong!) and visits from theatre companies too as we continue our programmes 
to educate all students about the importance of positive relationships.  Many of these 
events require time from colleagues beyond the school day and during holiday periods 
too and I am proud to lead a team who make such a tremendous commitment to our 
students.     

Year 13 have taken their mock exams and showed great resilience during this 
pressured period.  They have also received superb offers from universities.  We are 
pleased that three students have been successful in securing offers to study for their 
degrees at either Oxford or Cambridge, studying Engineering, Physics and 
Law.  Other offers include York to read History, Leicester to read Archaeology, 
Loughborough to read English Literature, Leicester to read Economics and 
Northampton University Primary Education. Our Sixth Form  students certainly have 
much to look forward to at the end of this demanding exam experience.  They have 
also been busy organising a wide range of inter-house competitions too – their 
commitment to whole school life is greatly appreciated. 

During  the Easter holiday Campion remained open for those taking exams and 
subject teams provided an exciting Easter School programme.  As I type, our GCSE 
and A level students are already in their actual exam season.   I know you will join me 
in wishing all the very best to each one of our students who is taking external exams.   

Very recently a group of students were interviewed about their experience at 
Campion. In their words, ‘it's like being part of one big family’.  If you would be 
interested in joining the Campion family, please check out our website where any 
vacancies are posted; we would welcome applications for our lunchtime team and 
Clerk to the Governors. These part time roles provide a great opportunity to get to 
know the Campion community and experience some of the best events too – if they 
would be of interest to you, please do get in touch with Dawn Hilder via 
csoffice@campion.northants.sch.uk.  We look forward to hearing from you! 
Jane Green 

Bugbrooke Pre-School 
Volunteer Charity Trustee Positions 
Set in the heart of the picturesque village of Bugbrooke, Bugbrooke Pre-school is the 
perfect place for any child to begin their educational journey. Our friendly Pre-school 
offers flexible provision with sessional day care places available for children aged two 
and over.  Originally a village playgroup run by volunteers, the pre-school has grown 
into a successful charity and valuable community resource, providing care and 
education for up to 40 children in the village. 

We are seeking new Trustees who have the necessary experience to take over 
from our current management committee when the majority step down in the late 
summer of 2018. This is an opportunity for the right individuals to shape the future of 
Bugbrooke Pre-School and to take the charity to the next level. With continuing 
pressure on public spending, thousands of small community groups struggle to survive 
and the need for support from a team of professional volunteers grows each year. 

The role of the Board of Trustees is largely strategic, rather than operational. 
The Board’s function is to create a policy framework for the work of staff and to 

oversee the charity's finances. 
The Trustees are ultimately responsible for ensuring that there are effective 

mailto:csoffice@campion.northants.sch.uk
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procedures and controls in place and that there is an up-to-date risk management 
system in place. 

We are currently looking to fill the following voluntary roles on our board. 
Chair: We are looking for someone with strong corporate governance skills, with a 

track record of leading organisations in the corporate, public or charity sector to develop 
and execute the pre-school’s strategies. You will have a keen interest in Early Years 
Education and the positive impact it can have on children’s lives. You will have strong 
leadership skills and, working with the board of Trustees and senior management, be 
able to develop a clear long-term strategy for Bugbrooke Pre-School. You will be 
comfortable in representing the charity with its members, external bodies and staff alike. 
You will possess the necessary gravitas and communication skills to drive the Pre-
School forward and be comfortable building relationships with external bodies such as 
Ofsted. 

The new Chair will lead the board, contribute to, and ensure the effective delivery of 
the emerging strategy, in a way that complements the different elements of the 
organisation. Strong understanding of compliance, risk management and control of 
processes are essential, as well as demonstrating a genuine interest and commitment to 
the organisation’s Mission, Values and Strategic Goals. The Chair is the direct line 
manager of the Pre-School Manager and the Business Manager.  We need a Chair who 
is able to invest a suitable amount of time, on a flexible basis, each month. 

Secretary: A level head, a good eye for detail and excellent organisational skills are 
a must for this role.  You will be happy communicating on all levels and ideally have an 
awareness of social media and website editing (training will be given to the right 
applicant). 

The Secretary role also involves organising and booking meetings. Raising an 
agenda and take and type up the minutes of and agenda for every meeting which are 
held every month. 

The Secretary also supports all of the committee and staff members with 
administrative functions. 

Treasurer: 
The role of the treasurer is to monitor the financial administration of the charity and 

report to the board of trustees at regular intervals on that and its state of financial health, 
in line with best practice and in compliance with the governing document and legal 
requirements. 

The treasurer will be involved in budgeting and strategic financial planning, 
financial and management reporting, risk assessment and risk management and are 
likely to be involved in areas such as investments, governance, reserves and pensions.  
You may also line manage the pre-schools Business Manager who handles all of the 
charity’s day-to-day book keeping and financial administration amongst other things. 

Committee Trustees (2 positions):  We are looking for volunteer members to join 
our friendly charity run Pre-School Committee team and are currently looking for two 
general Committee members who will contribute to the strategic running of and 
compliance of the Pre-School. 

The committee meet every couple of months to go over accounts, any queries from 
staff, parents or companies. Also ensuring that the Pre-School complies with the rules in 
its constitution, law and other relevant regulations that govern the work of the setting. 
Responsibilities and Duties 
Committee members are the trustees of the Pre-School and collectively are responsible 
for the overall management and smooth running of the setting. 

The committee is the employer of the staff and have overall responsibility for 
recruiting and training staff, paying their salaries and managing their contracts of 
employment. 
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The committee also manage the daily accounts and work with staff to ensure 
the setting follows all procedures such as health and safety, safeguarding, insurance, 
risk assessments etc. 
Qualifications and Skills 
No qualifications are necessary. 
DBS check would need to be obtained to volunteer in this field of work. 
Benefits 
Can be a lot of fun and very satisfying! The positions we need to be filled are 
essential to the effective running of the Pre-School but do not take up too much time 
to complete. These roles would suit people willing to help a Charity run organisation 
continue their work to the best possible standard. 

At our last Ofsted we achieved a 'GOOD', of which we are very proud. This is 
down to the hard work and dedication of both staff and committee members . 
Fundraising Sub-Committee 
We are hoping to get a good solid and dedicated group of individuals on board for 
next year’s fundraising activities.  We will need someone to lead the team (this could 
be shared) and lots of help in the planning, advertising and managing of various 
fundraising activities for children and the wider community. 

The Pre-School is also taking bookings for children for September 2018 
For further information on the positions, please contact hello@bugbrookepre-

school.com or call  01604 832347. 

New activities for 50Plus at Duston Sports Centre  
Trilogy Leisure are launching a number of new activities designed to help people 

aged 50Plus become and stay active, regardless of fitness or ability levels.  Open to 
all the sessions are a chance to learn some new skills, try different sports or return to 
an old favourite, but most importantly they are about having fun. 

The activities take place at the Duston Sports Centre and include the 
opportunity to dust off your dancing shoes with dance fit sessions, learn to play bowls 
with Northampton Express Bowls Club, get back on court with Walking Football and 
Netball sessions or have fun whacking it and smashing it in the racket sports 
sessions.  There will also be the opportunity to be on target with Boccia and New 
Age Kurling sessions. 

All sessions will be delivered by friendly and welcoming staff who will support 
participants throughout the activity.  For those looking to get involved but not sure 
where to start check out some top tips: 

Wear comfortable, sports clothing (jogging bottoms, shorts, lycra leggings - it’s 
up to you) and trainers 

Be prepared to have fun whilst working at your own pace 
Don’t worry if you don’t have the equipment, everything will be provided 
Water fountains and lockers are available, you’ll just need to bring your own 

bottle and padlock to use 
Have a question?  Ask the instructors - they are there to help. 
Sessions start the w/c Monday 30th April and are open to all.  For the full 

timetable, costs and to find out more about Trilogy Leisure’s 50Plus sessions please 
visit http://www.trilogyleisure.co.uk/50plus and select the Age is Just a Number tab, 
alternatively call 01604 838333. 

 

mailto:hello@bugbrookepre-school.com
mailto:hello@bugbrookepre-school.com
http://www.trilogyleisure.co.uk/50plus
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The Wednesday Club 
4th April. Easter lunch. Today we were really 
spoilt. The tables were beautifully decorated with gold 
tablecloths, flowers and Easter eggs. We started with 
sherry and/or fruit juice. For lunch we had Salmon en 
Croute or quiche with vegetables followed by 
Raspberry Roulade or fresh fruit salad with cream.  No 
bingo or whist this afternoon as we were entertained 

by the Daventry Ukulele Society 
called the Dukes Ukes. After all 
that singing we had a welcome cup 

of tea and a cake. A very enjoyable afternoon.  New members and visitors are always 
welcomed.  Come and join us on alternate Wednesdays.  Transport can be provided.  We 
also have many outings coming up. You will find us in the Sunday School Rooms, Church 
Lane from 2-4pm.  Please contact Linda on 831219. 
Karin Lambert 

Bugbrooke Guides 
We have been very busy at Guides so far this term. The highlight has to be our cooking 
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evening, Philippa Betts and Catherine Parry came along to our meeting to teach us how to 
make different pasta dishes. We learnt how to make a quick tomato sauce (something that 
the girls were all keen to try out at home), carbonara sauce, and we all had a go at making 
a delicious courgette pasta feast! A huge thank you to Philippa and Catherine for giving up 
their time to teach us how to make these dishes, we had a great evening! We visited Boost 
Trampoline Park where the girls all had fun bouncing and playing on the different 
trampoline games there. 

A few of the activities we are looking forward to this term include our Royal Wedding 
Badge, visiting the Saints Rugby ground, and a village activity trail. Plans for our summer 
camp are well under way, plus the girls have all practised putting up a tent ready for our 
weekend away. 

Bugbrooke Guides is suitable for girls aged 10 – 14. If your daughter would like to join 
our waiting list, please contact Helen Chick bugbrookeguides@gmail.com 

Petstop 
I would like to say a huge thank you for all the kind words that followed the announcement 
of my retirement from Petstop on 30th April. I was also very touched by the amount of 
people who came along to the cake and coffee morning on my last day. It has been very 

enjoyable being part of the Bugbrooke 
community for the last 24 years. I can honestly 
say that there hasn’t been one customer that I 
had to hide behind the counter to avoid and 
I’ve never looked at opening the shop as going 
to work.  I am really pleased that Petstop is to 
continue with Katie Bland taking over. 
Once again thank you for your business, help, 
and support over the years. 
Allen, retired shop owner. 
 
 
 

 Hello, I would like to introduce myself. 
My name is Katie and I am the new owner of 
Petstop. As many of you will be aware Allen 
Dale has retired after serving Bugbrooke for 24 
years. For the past three and a half years I 
have owned Northampton Pets. A traditional 
village pet shop that was based in Brixworth. 
We stock products for most pets including 
selling animals themselves. We also offer 
small animal and bird boarding, nail cutting 
(rabbits and Guinea pigs), puppy parties and 
more! Please pop in and say hello. I look 
forward to meeting you and your pets. 
Katie Bland 

Allen Dale handing over the keys to Pet-
stop to Katie, during his cake and coffee 
morning 

mailto:bugbrookeguides@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke Table Tennis Club 
For only the fifth time ever, two teams from the same club contested the Handicap Cup 
Final in the Towcester & District League. Towcester Club achieved this in 1996, 2000, 
2008 and 2010 and now Bugbrooke have joined this list, the match being staged on 
League Finals Night in the Community Centre and hosted by Dave & Bev Hyde. 

T h r e e  p r e v i o u s 
league matches between 
the Bugbrooke B & C 
teams were forensically 
examined to determine the 
closest possible handicap 
and this resulted in the C 
team being awarded a net 
total of 88 points across all 
nine singles matches and 
they started in the most 
positive manner as Neil 
Osborne achieved an 11 
point lead by beating Sue 
Armstrong 11-2, 11-4, 11-
5. The B team were not 
discouraged however and 
themselves beat the 
handicap in five matches 
with a further two being 
exactly level on points. 
Such was the closeness of the Final that after the penultimate singles the cumulative 
match scores were tied on 246 points each and it fell to the two team captains Neil and 
Mike Hobson to battle for a lead before the final doubles. In a highly competitive match, 
Neil excelled by narrowly winning all three games and he promptly dropped himself 
from the doubles to secure the optimum handicap advantage for Gary Frost and David 
Knight versus Leon Rodgers and Sue. The C team needed 15 points over the three 
games to win the match and trophy by a single point but the B team won the first two 
games 11-5, 11-4. A nail-biting finale saw Gary and David grab 7 points for success 
and to consign the B team to a second successive Final defeat by an agonizing 2 
points. 

Pat Grant was on hand to congratulate all six players for a wonderful match and to 
present the Kevin Grant Trophy to the very happy winners. 

1st Bugbrooke Brownies 
1st Bugbrooke Brownies have had a lovely time since the last edition of the LINK. For 
Easter we had a bonnet competition and were amazed at all the effort the girls went 
to.  We had an Easter egg hunt in the garden and made chocolate nests with mini eggs 
in. 

We had 4 new starters this term so to welcome them we had a team building 
evening where the girls had to make a machine to transport an egg. We had no idea 
they could be so inventive and yes all the eggs survived the journey!!! 
We are enjoying the lighter evenings and hopefully there will be some warmer weather 
to go with it as we have lots of outdoor activities planned including a family cookout, a 
village quiz and a sports day. We will also be painting some rocks as part of 
“Bugbrooke love on the rocks” and hiding them round the village so please look out for 
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them on your travels later in June. 

We still have places available so if you know any girls aged 7-10 who would be 
interested in joining please call me on the number below. We meet on a Monday night in 
the Sunday school rooms 5.30-7pm. 
Toni Copp, Brown Owl, 07817 415683 

Love on the rocks 
There is a Facebook group called Bugbrooke love on the rocks. 

 Anyone of any age can join. We decorate and hide rocks around the village. Some 
have names and messages on them. If one is found it is either kept or re-hidden after a 
photograph has been taken and posted on the group. There have been lots of rocks 
hidden lately and no photos so we are assuming the people who have found them have no 
idea what they are. 

 It’s cheap, easy, all ages are getting involved but mainly FUN!  
 I will put some posters up around the village to encourage people to let us know they 

have been found and maybe they can join in the fun too. 
We are also planning to have a rock painting day. 
 Kind regards 

Lucia 

2nd Bugbrooke Brownies 
Since returning from the Easter break we have welcomed five new girls to our unit.  As our 
Brownies are keen cooks, we held a cooking night, were the girls made and ate pizza and 
angel delight.  Part of the Brownie Promise is “to serve my community” so to fulfil this 
promise, the Brownies cleaned all the toys for the café and the church – we had a dry 
evening so we were able to use the garden – the girls loved this – getting wet – and kept 
asking what more they could clean, let’s hope they are this helpful at home?! 

We will have two weeks of Science investigations to earn an interest badge, a making 
and building evening with help from 1st Bugbrooke Guides and eating & drinking 
investigations the following week. We are also having a night to celebrate the Royal 
Wedding, where the girls will be designing & making Meghan’s dress (on a peg doll)! 

Next month we will be having a scavenger hunt around the village and for our new 
girls they will be making their promise at the Bowling Alley. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name on our 
waiting list please email us at 2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com. We meet on a Tuesday 
night 6-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell) 

Bugbrooke History Group 
At our April meeting Alan Clark gave us a fascinating presentation about Northampton’s 
Victorian Gaol. It is a huge L shaped building, and using aerial photos and maps we were 
able to pin-point its exact location, between Angel Row and Guildhall Road, at the back of 
the museum. Since its Gaol days it has been a Salvation Army Citadel and County Council 
Offices – among other uses. It is currently being transformed into an extension for 
Northampton Museum (should be open in 3 or 4 months time). 

    With the help of Alan’s photos he guided us around the old 4 storey gaol. Built for 
over 200 prisoners, the regime here was of isolation and silence. When prisoners took 
exercise in the yard, they were roped together and made to wear hoods, so that they could 
not see or communicate with anyone. There was a chapel in the building, partitioned into 
separate cubicles, so that each prisoner could not see anyone else. Certainly a grim place. 

mailto:2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
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And there was the ‘drop’, the place for hanging, a balcony with a trap door. The public 
had a wonderful time at the hangings. Hundreds of people stood on Cow Meadow to 
watch. The last woman to be publicly hanged in Northampton was Elizabeth Pinckard 
in 1852. 

Enough of this jollity! This History Group Talk was preceded by the A.G.M. So 
much has happened this year, it was impossible to recount everything. Many people 
have contributed to the History Group in many different ways, for which we are most 
grateful. Your support makes it possible to continue uncovering local history and 
learning how we fit into the wider context of the history of Britain and the rest of the 
world. 

Please come to our next meeting on June 13th 7.30pm at the Community Centre, 
when Enid Jarvis will talk about the first Northamptonshire pilot of the Flying Corps in 
the 1st World War to be awarded the V.C. He was William Barnard Rhodes-
Moorhouse. He lived in Spratton and was killed in 1915 while on a bombing expedition 
to take out a railway in France. A fascinating story. 
The Photographic History Book 1980 – 1999 
Let us have your photos NOW if you would like them to be considered for inclusion. 
Deadline is really the end of May, but we might be persuaded to stretch it to the 
beginning of June. 

If you would like to know more about the Bugbrooke History Group Contact me. 
Pat Kent  (secretary) Tel 01604830518 e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 

Cupcake Day 
Sign up to #Cupcake Day on Thursday 14th 
June to raise vital funds for Alzheimer’s 
Society! There are more than 8,000 people 
living with dementia in Northamptonshire and 
dementia costs the UK economy more than 
£26.3 billion (more than cancer, heart disease 
and strokes combined!) so it’s time to make a 
change and help defeat this awful disease. 
Please sign up for your Cupcake Day pack at 
www.cupcakeday.org.uk to support people living with dementia and their carers and 
help us get one step closer to finding a cure. Thank you. 

Bugbrooke WI 
Spring has sprung, or so they tell us, we are just waiting for the 
temperature to catch up. 

We learnt a lot of the history of Indian cooking when Anita 
Chipalkalty came to our March meeting and we all had a taste of her 
delicious curry, naan bread and a rice dish. 

Steven Bruce presented a very enjoyable Antiques Road Show in 
April valuing Members treasured items and regaling us with amusing 
stories of his life as an auctioneer and valuer. 

Our resolutions meeting is in May and we are looking forward to 
joining Harpole WI at Harpole. This is always a pleasant meeting with 
lively discussion of the resolution before the vote. 

In June Harriette Thomas will talk about the Glamour of good 
health and explain how good looks come from within. There is always 
something new to learn. 

http://www.cupcakeday.org.uk/
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July brings us our birthday celebrations, we are 90 this year and planning a 
party. 

We have an outing in August and this year we are hoping to explore newly 
opened Delapre Abbey and sample their cream tea. 

More food in September, this time not to eat, just the history of food 
manufacturing in Northamptonshire. 

Apart from our monthly meeting we have been out for two meals. One at The 
White Hart at Flore where husbands and partners joined us to celebrate our skittles 
season. The second was lunch at The Folly in Towcester, both of these meals were 
much appreciated. 

We are now on Facebook so anyone can see photos of our activities etc. 
Northamptonshire Federation is 100 years old this year and therefore our Crafty 

Chatter group has been busy making a new banner for Bugbrooke WI.  This will be 
paraded along with the banners from other Northamptonshire WI groups at a picnic at 
Althorpe in June. 

New members and guests are always welcome at our meetings which are held 
on the first Monday of the month at 7.30 at the Community Centre. There is a charge 
of £4.50 for guests. 

Nature Notes 
At last we seem to be coming out of the long wet spring and we're getting a few days 
of sunshine, just a few getting into double figures!  I've noticed when we have springs 
like this one, everything seems to flower at the same time... particularly the blossoms.  
Blackthorn, almonds, ornamental cherries, bird cherries, the fruit trees and the 
hawthorns.  It makes a glorious display, but I'd 
sooner they last longer and come into flower 
one at a time.  So spring will be short this year 
and summer not far away.   

Some things have benefited from the wet 
spring... my camellia, Donation, has done 
particularly well this year.  I have fairly dry, free-
draining soil on top of this ridge and so many 
plants struggle in my garden.  So I quite enjoy it 
when I see what a difference wet soil makes to 
my borders.  Somethings are happy, others not 
so happy.  I find the trees put on a spurt during a 
wet spring. 

Today we've had a visit from Mr & Mrs 
Mallard, looking around the garden again for a 
suitable billet to raise their ducklings.  This 
happens every year about this time.  I can only 
assume that all the nesting boxes in the middle 
of the small lake behind us in the valley are all taken. 

I think the Canada Geese must be down there too because they fly low over the 
garden each day on their way to another small lake in the valley the other side of us. 

I'm very behind with the garden this year (apart from the weather, we've had a 
dose of flu that has knocked us for seven!). I can't even see my asparagus for the 
weeds... and the strawberry bed needs rejuvenating... a job for tomorrow.  But we'll 
get there. 

Phil Bignell’s sparrow boxes have a 
lodger this year. 
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Stan Clark keeps me informed of sightings in and around the village.  He was 
very pleased to see House Martins milling around.  They're lovely birds to watch and 
listen to.  We had them nesting at a previous house, but we tend to get swallows up 
here... equally entertaining. 
Pamela Cox 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle 
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports 
and Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non 
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/
Jigsaw Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, 
Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and 
Scrabble (three groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 18 June at 2.00pm – ‘Behind the Scenes at Milton Keynes Theatre’ by 
Nicola Jelliman. Opened in 1999, Milton Keynes Theatre was designed to be at the 
forefront of technology and still has some of the best technology in use in a theatre. 
Monday 16 July at 2.00pm – ‘Northamptonshire – a County of Squires and Spires’ by 
Derek Blunt. A look at the towns and villages of the county, including some that have 
been partly or totally lost over the years, with additional information about the rise 
and demise of the county squires and their grand houses. 

Enquiries to 01327-340954 (Margaret Macintosh) or https://u3asites.org.uk/
upper-nene 

1940’s Afternoon Tea and Singalong  
At the Bakers Arms, Bugbrooke on Sunday 10th June 2—5 pm. Cream Tea 
£4pp, Tea and Cake £3 pp.  

Come and Enjoy, with a variety of stalls. 
In aid of Archie who has Spinal Muscular Atrophy 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Members Day is usually a great day and this year was no exception. 
Twelve members travelled to the Hilton, Warwick.  Rosemary Hughes  
has the royal warrant for providing nosegays for the Maundy Service.  
Four adults and two children as well as the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh  
have the flowers. Whilst creating a nosegay she related their history from  
medieval times when they were provided to protect noses from stinking  
streets and bodies!!! 'nosegay - happy nose'. In the afternoon after a  
tasty lunch and the opportunity for a little retail therapy we were treated to  
a brilliant demonstration by double act Emma Remington and Alison Suffolk.  
Our June meeting is an open meeting with National Demonstrator Julia  
Knights 'An evening with Julia'. Tickets £8 from Maria - 01327 341783.  
In July Jo Smith presents 'Bon Voyage'. There will be a competition entitled 'Summer 
Border'. 

We are a friendly club where visitors will be warmly welcomed at Nether 
Heyford Village Hall at 7.45pm on the 4th Monday of the month. 
 Jane Barker  

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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Village Profile 
Willy Marriott - treasurer of Bugbrooke Football Club (past 
chairman and vice chairman), Youth Tour Organizer for Vöhl 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Weedon and went to school there. I spent a short 
time  in Scotland when I was 8,  and lived  with my grandparents 
when my father was ill in hospital. When I returned to Weedon I 
went to Daventry Secondary School. I disliked school 
academically, but loved outside activities. I got a job and left as 
soon as I could when I was 14. I worked at the Co-op and 
stayed with them for 30 years. Loved being a Grocery Manager. 
I was Area Manager overseeing Bugbrooke Co-op for a short 
while. After that I was a post-man in Bugbrooke until my 
replacement hip prevented me walking so much. I married Pat in 1973, lived in 
Weedon for 3 years and we moved to Bugbrooke in 1976. 
So when did you get so involved with football? 
I always loved it. My Dad would play with me and he took me to see the Cobblers. I 
always sat on the cricket side of the County Ground close to the game. I helped set 
up Weedon Football Club when I was 14. We had some uprights, but no cross bars 
to the goals. A ladder makers in Heyford gave us 2 lengths of wood and my friend 
and I walked them back to Weedon. The crazy things we did!!  I have played for Flore 
Rovers, Weedon F.C., Duston Magpies and Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club. I 
had a bad injury when I played for Bugbrooke at the age of 23. I then gained my 
football coaching licence. John Curtis asked me to help on Tuesday nights with 
training lads up at Campion School at the Youth Activities sessions, I did this for 20 
years. A sports teacher at Rothwell senior school asked me to coach lads there. I 
then became a T.A. at Gayton School teaching all types of sport 2 afternoons a 
week. Now I teach at Blisworth School. 
How did  you get involved with footballers of Vöhl (Germany)? 
In 1990 the chairman of Bugbrooke Club told me, “We’ve got the Germans coming.” 
and asked if I would help. The next year I went with our teams to Vöhl and then was 
asked if I would take over from Brian Curtis as tour organiser as he hadn’t enough 
time to do it. So I did. My wife and I met and made friends with some lovely people in 
Germany and the friendships have lasted ever since. When the Football Club go to 
Germany on tour there are now about 40 youths involved. 
How did the link with Vöhl start? 
Jim Coker, who lived on Pilgrims Lane went out there to visit his son in law’s family. 
His host took him to watch the local team play, and Jim remarked that Bugbrooke 
could beat them any time. Vöhl took up the challenge and brought a team over. 
What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
I love the people, sports clubs, having doctors in the village. 
What do you dislike? 
Not enough amenities, and I would like better police presence. 
Do you enjoy music? 
Yes. Ken Bruce on Radio 2, and Abba – I love the musical and have seen it at least 3 
times. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
Cornwall, Australia and New Zealand. 
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What is your favourite food? 
Love roast dinners. 
What book would you take to a desert island if you were stranded there? 
The first book I was ever given was a Sunday School prize from Bonkle in 
Lanarkshire. It is Matthew Redcarns Treasure by E.M & L.F. Hobley. 
When was your happiest moment? 
When I married my childhood sweetheart in 1973. She was 18 and I was 19. We met 
on Flore Playing Field. 
What are you most proud of? 
Of what has been achieved by the Football Club and arranging Comedy Nights to 
raise money for the club. Being a Games Maker in the London 2012 Olympics. But 
most of all I am proud of my wife, Pat, my children, our twins Ian and Rachel and our 
5 grandchildren. 
Tell me about the Legend Games 
These games are charity matches made up of celebrity sportsmen and show-biz men. 
They sign their shirts which are then auctioned off for the charity concerned. I got 
involved when I was asked by one of the parents at Gayton School, who is a TV 
producer of the matches, to help out. The last match was the Grenfell Game. 2 of the 
firemen were playing football at the charity match. They said they still felt sad that 
they hadn’t been able to save more people.  The next Legends Game is in November, 
raising money for Help the Heroes. 
When did you have your photo taken with Mo Farrah? 
He was playing football at the Grenfell Game and I managed to arrange for Mo’s 
children’s Nanny to sit close to his family. She had not been expected and didn’t have 
a reserved seat. He was very grateful and agreed to a photo with me as a thank-you. 
He also signed my shirt. 
If you could have your time again what career would you choose? 
A full time sports teacher. 
What is most important to you in life? 
My wife, children and grandchildren. 
Willy Marriott was interviewed by Pat Kent. 

Funding Opportunities For Local Organisations 
Is your group or organisation in need of some new equipment or are you fund raising 
for a specific project and need some help? 

Each year the Parish Council sets aside a fund of £8,000, which local 
organisations can apply for (usually up to £500, but in special circumstances this can 
go up to £1,000). With the start of the new financial year in April, the full amount is 
available to any organisation or group, even if you have applied previously, or 
received a grant in previous years. 

  Any village organisation or group can apply, and the application form is 
available on the Parish Council website, or from the Parish Clerk. Funding is not 
given to meet general running costs, but to assist in the purchase of equipment or as 
part of a larger fund raising scheme. 

Applications will next be considered at the June meeting and need to be 
received by the Clerk by 31st May at the latest. If you need help completing the 
application or advice on whether your organisation is eligible, please contact the 
Parish Clerk on 01604 832838 or bugbrookepc@btconnect.com 
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Policing In The Village 
None of us can fail to be aware of the crisis in policing at a local level, in 
Northamptonshire as well as every other county.  When did you last see a police 
presence in the village, except when officers were attending a road accident or a crime.  
Have you been the victim of a crime – burglary; theft; criminal damage? 

The Parish Council has entered into a scheme run by the Northamptonshire 
Police and Crime Commissioner whereby, on behalf of the village, we sponsor a PSCO 
on a part time basis.  As this is the first year that the scheme has operated, there are 
only 7 parishes in the county that have been able to provide the necessary funding – 
Bugbrooke is one of the 7. 

The PSCOs work 37 hours per week on a varying shift pattern, and the priorities 
will be set by consultation with the Parish Council.  When the scheme is fully 
operational across the county, Bugbrooke would expect to share an officer with, for 
example, Nether Heyford or Kislingbury. However, for this year, because there are no 
other villages nearby who are in a position to contribute to the scheme, we will have 
our own full time PCSO from October 1st until 31st March 2019. So over the winter 
months we can look forward to a significant police presence in the village  that will give 
us all an opportunity to evaluate the benefits of the scheme. The PCSO would be able 
to liaise with both Campion and Bugbrooke Primary schools to enable interaction 
between the police and the pupils; they could be a “presence” around the schools at 
the beginning and end of the school day to encourage better parking practices; or 
address issues that are brought to the Parish Council’s attention, as well as simply 
patrolling the village. 

Of course, there is a price for the service.  For this year, the Parish Council is 
funding the provision of a part time PCSO from savings made in previous years, but 
going forward the precept will have to be increased to pay for the service.  Councillors 
understand only too well that people will feel that they are already paying for police 
provision in their Council Tax, but equally as we all know, increasing pressures on 
policing have meant less local police presence.  This is an opportunity for Bugbrooke to 
return to having its own policeperson whom residents can get to know and who will get 
to know who the troublemakers are, and where and when problems are likely to occur. 

With approximately 1000 houses in the village the cost per household works out 
at  just 80p per week (under £40 per year per household).  Do you have any views on 
this service provision?  Do you think it is worth this relatively small extra amount to 
know that there will be a police presence in the village?  The Parish Council will be 
deciding whether to continue the sponsorship of a PCSO in the early Autumn, so 
please let us know your views, either by emailing the Parish Clerk at 
Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com or by telephone on 01604 832838.  All responses will be 
taken into consideration. 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
The committee would like to thank everyone who attended and contributed towards the 
‘Beer and Cider evening’ which was a great success. 

We are holding a “Trivia Quiz.” on Friday 8th June starting at 7.30pm in the 
Pavilion at the Cricket Club. Teams will be groups of four, but we welcome individuals 
or couples to join us to make up teams. A light supper is included and drinks will be 
available from the bar. As this is a popular event tickets will be available on a first come 
first served basis at £8 per person from Nigel & Valerie Burt on 830792. 

Once again a big thank you to everyone for their continued support of the OAP 
Christmas Gift Scheme. 
Nigel Burt (Chairman) 

mailto:Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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Some lovely photos sent in prompted by the 

late coming of good spring weather.  These 

from Nathan Doyle and  Fiona Seager 
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One of our younger readers, Primrose 

Spruels, enjoying the previous issue of 

the LINK 

Kay Adams took these pictures of 

the Church on a drizzly, wet spring 

morning in April 
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Bugbrooke Allotment Association 
There is currently one plot vacant on the Bugbrooke site. Here’s your chance to grow 
your own, taste the difference and save a bit of money as well. The plots range from 
“small” at 90 square yards for just £12 per year up to “large” at around 280 square 
yards for £36 pa. The plot currently free is around 200 square metres. If this is too big 
then it may be possible to split it into two smaller plots – or perhaps you could share the 
plot with a friend. As we are part way through the season we may be able to consider a 
discount. 

The site is at the western end of the village next to Pinnegar and Barnes. There is 
vehicle access to the site (subject to ground conditions) and adequate parking. There 
is water supply through standpipes except during winter months when frost could 
cause a problem. 

If you do wish to become a plot holder or just ask about availability then please 
contact either: 

Dave Marshall (Chair) on (01604) 831016 or dandj.marshall@gmail.com 
Peter Wilkins (Secretary) on (01604) 832609 or peter.wilkins1@yahoo.co.uk 
or Jill Boys (Treasurer) on (01604) 830378 or jill_boys@yahoo.com 

 

  “If Music be the food of love, play on” 

  - and join the Watling Singers! 
       “Singing is both enjoyable and good for your health and well-being” 

We are a small Chamber Choir with a very wide repertoire ranging from Brahms to the 
Beatles. Rehearsals are held in the Chapter House at Weedon Church on Tuesday 
evenings.  The principal aim of the group is to enjoy singing together whilst striving for 
good standards of performance within an informal atmosphere. 

We are actively looking to recruit new members, most particularly for Alto as well 
as Tenor and Bass voice parts, and would be very pleased to hear from anyone with 
enthusiasm and a good voice.  The ‘Watling Singers’ sing for weddings and in support 
of good causes,  giving choral concerts at venues throughout the county and beyond. 

See us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/WatlingSingers/ and on our 

website:   watlingsingers.org.uk 
If you think that you might enjoy singing with a sociable and welcoming group of 

people, then please do get in touch. 
Please contact our Secretary, Jan Clark 
Tel. 01327 361562   jan@everdon.f9.co.uk 

Sextortion: What do I do if I become a victim? 
Detectives are issuing advice to the public to protect them from becoming a victim of 
sextortion.  

Sextortion is a specific type of cyber-enabled crime in which victims are lured into 
performing sexual acts in front of their webcam. Unbeknown to victims, their actions 
are recorded by criminals who then use the video footage to blackmail them.  

Generally, criminals request money and if these demands are not met, the 
offenders threaten to upload the recordings to the internet or send them to the victims’ 
friends and family. Even if a payment is made, criminals often continue to demand 
more money. 

Detective Superintendent Steve Woliter, Northamptonshire Police’s Kidnap and 
Extortion Champion, said: “Sextortion is a crime that can often make a victim feel 

https://www.facebook.com/WatlingSingers/
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completely isolated, embarrassed and unable to ask for help.  
“Indeed in recent years, there have been numerous victims across the country 

who have felt so desperate that they have committed suicide or have attempted to 
commit suicide, so this is a very real and significant threat.  

“I want to take this opportunity to reassure people that we are here to help and I 
would strongly encourage anyone who has been a victim of sextortion to come 
forward and report it to us.  

“Sextortion is something Northamptonshire Police take extremely seriously and 
something we will deal with in complete confidence and without any judgement; our 
primary objectives are to protect people from harm and to identify these criminals to 
prevent this from happening to other people.  

"Please do use this sextortion guide to help us protect you as we know that this 
type of crime is committed on a large scale by criminals working locally within the UK 
and overseas, who do not consider or care about the impact their crimes can have. 

“The maximum sentence offenders committing sextortion can receive is 14 
years, so let us investigate what has happened to you and bring the offenders of 
these crimes to justice.” 

Advice to victims: 
Do not delete any correspondence 
Do not pay  
Do not communicate further with the offenders 
Deactivate your accounts 
Report online indecent images to the host website 
You can get confidential help and support from: 
Samaritans, Get Safe Online , Revenge Porn Helpline , Skype, 
Thinkuknow , PAPYRUS 
 

If this has happened to you and you're under 18 please talk to an adult that you trust. 
It may feel like there is no way out, but there are professionals who can help you. 

Could you give up a few hours a week to help someone 
with dementia in your local community? 
In 2013, the report ‘Dementia 2013: The hidden voice of loneliness’ showed that 
more than a third (39%) of people with dementia said they felt lonely. Meanwhile, 
70% of people with dementia had stopped doing things they used to due to a lack of 
confidence and nearly 50% of people with dementia only went out to do things in 
their local area once a week or less. This study was the catalyst for the development 
of Side by Side – a service which would combat loneliness and empower people with 
dementia to remain active and involved in their communities.  

Side by Side pairs a local volunteer to a person with dementia based on similar 
hobbies, interests or life experiences. The Side by Side volunteer then visits either 
weekly or fortnightly for a few hours to support their person with dementia to continue 
to do the things they love, or even to try something new. This can include helping out 
at their allotment, joining a local club, going to yoga, visiting a historic building or just 
going for a stroll in the park. 

Nearly 2,000 people with dementia are waiting for volunteers across the UK, 
with over 40 in Northamptonshire alone and a number of individuals in and around 
Bugbrooke. So whether you’re a social butterfly, shopaholic or nature lover, we need 
volunteers like you. You can volunteer on a day that suits you, either in person or 

http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zYW1hcml0YW5zLm9yZy9ob3ctd2UtY2FuLWhlbHAteW91L2NvbnRhY3QtdXM%3d&r=11186693020&d=6057052&p=1&t=h&h=a879c17882efc8eb0f4a09f13c0d88e2
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5nZXRzYWZlb25saW5lLm9yZy8%3d&r=11186693020&d=6057052&p=1&t=h&h=f0d2989abf3bb5a3a59944f6485e98ad
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yZXZlbmdlcG9ybmhlbHBsaW5lLm9yZy51ay8%3d&r=11186693020&d=6057052&p=1&t=h&h=b77277e4aa14b3e7950cf7134b815b31
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly9jb21tdW5pdHkuc2t5cGUuY29tL3Q1L1NlY3VyaXR5LVByaXZhY3ktVHJ1c3QtYW5kL1Byb3RlY3QteW91cnNlbGYtZnJvbS1ibGFja21haWwtb3Zlci1Ta3lwZS90ZC1wLzM5NDM3NzA%3d&r=11186693020&d=6057052&p=1&t=h&h=fe2d0738848f297cf79d0e6ed90e9092
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGlua3Vrbm93LmNvLnVrLw%3d%3d&r=11186693020&d=6057052&p=1&t=h&h=948148338e974b8e79a4d91f59ade572
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over the phone - so it's a flexible way to give your time and really make a huge 
difference to someone's life.  

To register your interest to become a Side by Side volunteer, or for more 
information please contact Jess Scott (Jess.Scott@alzheimers.org.uk 01832 736670). 

100 Hundred Years Ago – April and May 1918 
At Home 
The two spring months of April and May, a century ago, seem to have been fairly 
uneventful in Bugbrooke. Thankfully no more of its young men were killed at the front. 
The School Log records little. The school reopened on 8th April after the Easter holiday, 
a delivery of coal (ordered on 7th March) finally arrived on 19th April, and the School 
closed again from 17th to 27th May for the Whit holiday. 

In the Ambler family, 18 year old Percival Evelyn AMBLER graduated from his 
basic training with the Royal Fusiliers and was appointed acting lance corporal on 5th 
May. About the same time his older brother, Harry James AMBLER, was on his way 
back to the war in East Africa after having been invalided home with a sprained knee. 

Harry George LOVELL, who had recently rejoined his regiment (Scots Guards) 
after being wounded, was promoted to corporal on 16th May. Harry William TURLAND 
(a former railway man who had served as a sapper in the Royal 
Engineers) was discharged from service due to sickness on 28th 
May. George Thomas Wheeler COLLINS, aged just 19, was 
appointed to a commission in the Royal Warwickshire Regiment 
on 29th May, becoming one of Bugbrooke’s few commissioned 
officers. After a period of garrison duty in Dover he was to arrive in 

France just 5 days before the armistice. 
On the Western Front 
However if Bugbrooke was uneventful, all 
was certainly not quiet on the Western 
Front. This was the time of Germany’s 
Spring Offensive. The first phase of that, 
Operation Michael, was described in the 
last article. The final German attack in that 
offensive took place on 4-5th April (the 
Battle of Avre) with British and Australian 
forces halting further enemy advance towards the town of 
Amiens. The Germans then however mounted a second offensive 
known as Operation Georgette (or sometime as the Battle of 
Lys). The offensive started on 9th April in the northern part of the 
front where the German plan was to break through the allied line 
and drive west to the English Channel, cutting off the British 
forces from their supply line, which ran through the ports of 

Calais, Dunkirk and Boulogne. It was a bold plan which came close to succeeding. By 
11th April the British situation was desperate causing Haig to issue the following stirring 
appeal: 

“There is no other course open to us but to fight it out. Every position must be held 
to the last man. There must be no retirement. With our backs to the wall, and believing in 
the justice of our cause, each one of us must fight on to the end.” 

Ultimately the British forces, with some later support from French troops, did thwart 
the offensive, but as always with heavy losses on all sides. One point of interest is that 
fighting alongside the British was a division of Portuguese troops, who were overrun on 

Harry Lovell with his 

new Corporal stripes 

George Thomas Wheeler 

Collins in later life 

mailto:Jess.Scott@alzheimers.org.uk
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the first day of the offensive, despite some acts of great individual bravery. 
The Germans launched a third Spring Offensive towards the end of May. This was 

further south against mainly French forces.  Called the Third Battle of Aisne it was to 
bring the Germans within 35 miles of Paris before it was halted. 

The 28th May saw the first major battle for American troops. This was the battle of 
Cantigny, where the US 1st Division took a village of that name situated on high ground 
that had formed an observation post for German artillery. The Americans acquitted 
themselves well, especially in defending the village from a series of fierce German 
counter attacks. 
In the Air 
Earlier on 21st April, over another part of the western front, the German flying ace, 
Manfred von Richthofen – the ”Red Baron”- was shot down and killed. 
Zeebrugge Raid 
One of the most daring exploits of the whole war took place in the early hours of St 
Georges Day 23rd April. This was the raid on Zeebrugge, and was aimed at curbing the 
U-boat menace. The Germans had established their main submarine base at Bruges, 
(not something you’d associate with this charming medieval city). The base here was 
well inland, a safe distance from naval attack, but connected by canals to the English 
Channel at Zeebrugge and Ostend. The object of the raid was to block up the canal 
entrance into Zeebrugge harbour by sinking three obsolete warships across the mouth 
of the canal. To give these ships a chance of reaching their goal, a diversionary attack 
was mounted on the opposite, outer side of the harbour Mole (breakwater), The 
diversionary attack was led by another elderly cruiser HMS Vindictive, followed by two 
requisitioned Mersey ferries (with the singularly unmartial names of Daffodil and Iris) 
carrying a storming force of marines. The raid largely achieved its object. Two of the old 
ships were sunk across the canal mouth, the third a little further out in the harbour. 
Unfortunately however the effect on the passage of U-boats was far from complete. 
Partly this was because a similar attempt to block Ostend failed. But even at Zeebrugge 
the U-boats could still squeeze out at high tide. Nevertheless the sheer heroism of the 
raid made for a great propaganda boost at a difficult time of the war; and resulted in no 
fewer than eight Victoria Crosses being awarded. 
Philip CAMPION torpedoed again 
While it is unlikely that anyone from Bugbrooke was involved in the above naval 
exploits, one Bugbrooke man was to encounter the threat from U-boats in another 
theatre of the war. On 27th May Philip CAMPION was on board the liner turned 
troopship Leasowe Castle, a day out from Alexandria and bound for France. His 
Warwickshire Yeomanry regiment had completed their duties in Egypt and Palestine, 
and were heading to be retrained as machine gunners on the western front. They were 
in a convoy with six other liners and an escort of Japanese destroyers (Japan was our 
ally in the First War).  Philip describes the scene in his war memoir as “a most majestic 
and impressive sight”.  When night came it was “a beautiful moonlit one, in fact we were 
loath to go to bed. However at last we went, and got some sleep, when at midnight a 
torpedo hit our ship fairly, the explosion shook her from stem to stern.” Philip and most 
of his comrades got off the ship in the lifeboats. Others were not so lucky. Philip goes 
on to describe the dramatic end of the ship: “Down went her stern, we watched horribly 
fascinated, men jumping and falling off in all directions the ship absolutely vertical for 
some seconds. We saw the Captain, our own Colonel Leslie Grey Cheape and 
Adjutant, remain calmly on the bridge and go down with her. When she was gone there 
remained a seething vortex, screams of dying men, all that was possible was done to 
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rescue them, but a hundred and one brave fellows were 
lost with her.” 

This was the second time Philip had escaped from a 
torpedoed troop ship. The first time was when he was 
bound for Egypt back in 1915. He also witnessed the 
sinking of another troopship on his way to Gallipoli later 
that year.  The whole of Philip Campion’s war memoir can 
be read in pdf format on the LINK website. 
Jim Inch for the 100 Years Project  

 

 

Calling all F1 Fans! 
WE ARE NOW TAKING SEALED BIDS FOR A  HOSTED TOUR OF THE 

LEGENDARY ASTON MARTIN  RED BULL RACING FACILITY AT MILTON KEYNES 
FOR TWO GUESTS (over 16 years of age).  

Tour will include all key areas of the factory, progressing to each stage of design, 
engineering and manufacture for an in-depth look at the process of how the team 
designs and builds its F1 cars, including the race team’s preparation area. 

This amazing opportunity will make an unforgettable birthday or anniversary gift 
for friends or relatives, or a unique corporate gift, rarely available to the public. 

Every penny raised from the winning bid will go direct to the Emergency 
Assessment Bay, a dedicated facility specifically for emergency Oncology/
Haematology patients, accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to be built at Talbot 
Butler Ward, NGH. 

For further details of your tour and how to make your Sealed Bid, please contact 
Di Ward, Warwick House, 12 Mill Road, Kislingbury,    

tel: 01604 832171, email: diwardUK@aol.com 
BIDS TO BE RECEIVED BY 6.30pm ON SATURDAY JUNE 9TH 

Ladies Tennis—Friday Mornings 
10am – 12 noon at 

“Nether Heyford Tennis Club  

Non -members welcome, visitor fee of £5 

For more information please find us on facebook or phone Jo 349094 

Phillip Campion, 

 torpedoed again 

For Sale 
Rear Wheelchair Access Vehicle. Kia Sedona 3 CRDi. Diesel Automatic. 2011. Mile-
age 69,000. Powered tailgate. Fold out ramp. £14,500 ono.  
Contact 07718 096173. 
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Family Announcements 
Sheila Kathleen Rideout (nee Matthews).  Suzanne and family would like to thank every-
one for attending the funeral service and for cards and kind donations. It was very much 
appreciated. 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel  CC - Community Centre  CCP - Church Car Park   

Ch - St Michael & All Angels                  CP - Cricket Pavilion    

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall   SS - Sunday School   VH - Village Hall 

Diary   

June   

4 19:30 Bugbrooke WI  - The Glamour of Good Health CC 

7 18:00 Friends of Bugbrooke School - Circus on playing field  

8 19:30 OAP Christmas Gift Scheme - Trivia Quiz CP 

25 19:45 Flower Club - An Evening with Julia Knights NHVH 

13 19:30 History Group - Northamptonshire’s first V.C. of 1st WW CC 

14  Alzheimer Society - Cupcake Day  

18 14:00 U3A Group - Behind the Scenes at Milton Keynes Theatre CC 

30 10:00 Gift Day in St. Michael’s Church (till 16:00) Ch 

July   

2 19.30 Bugbrooke WI  - Birthday Celebrations CC 

6 19:15 Friends of St Michael’s - Fish & Chip Supper and Quiz CC 

14 14:00 Church and Village Fete on Millennium Field next to car park  

16 14:00 
U3A Group – Northamptonshire - County of Spires and 

Squires  
CC 

23 19:45 Flower Club - Bon Voyage - Jo Smith NHVH 

August    

6 19:30 Bugbrooke WI  - Delapre Abbey  
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