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Front Page   Kathy Hall’s photo at the top of  Birds Hill after rain at the end of 

February. 
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In this packed issue I’m seeing signs of Spring (lambs), hope 
for the Summer (Church Fete) and prospects of a whole 
Season (of Cricket), as well as a good dose of History. 

 It feels as if we’ve turned a corner and that better days are ahead and I’ve no 
doubt that warmer weather and brighter days will lift our spirits. 

Obviously our focus is on what is happening now but for those with long lives 
and good memories a time can be recalled when Bugbrooke and Northampton were 
very different. 

We hope you find much to enjoy in this magazine and that this year gives us all 
the opportunity to contribute and enjoy village life to the full. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 03 
May 2021, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred 

way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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Show You Are Cross, But Show Your Cross! 
Just weeks before starting wearing a Dog Collar 1987 part of my 
preparation at college was 'Pre Ordination Training' (euphemistically 
called ‘Potty Training’) which consisted of a number of lectures and 
workshops. One such lecture/workshop the invited lecturer was 
speaking about this that and the other and not a lot in-between! The 
room was filled with around forty students like me weeks away from 
the Dog Collar when we were asked ‘what three things were 
occupying our thoughts when we were 16, 17, 18?’ After the obligatory 
thinking time and buzz groups we were asked to share our ‘three things’.  

Contributions from everyone in the room revolved around education from ‘O’ and 
‘A’ level results to choice of University and the excitement and trepidation of moving 
away from the family home. After a few minutes of this with me pushing my chair 
further away from the group hoping not to be noticed I was confronted by the person 
up front who said what were my three things I simply replied for most of my teens it 
was the three ‘Bs’; Birds, Bikes and Booze not in any order and the birds were not the 
feathered kind! There was a stunned look from the person asking the question and a 
ripple of applause from the rest of the room!  

Later on in the ‘lecture’ we were asked what we wanted to be in five years 
time?  Responses ranged from being in a Parish as Vicar/Rector after finishing a 
Curacy (equivalent to an apprenticeship), wanting to be married and a new parent or 
wanting to see if the Dog Collar could take them overseas! 

For a second time I was rounded on as I’d not, believe it or not, made a 
contribution!  I simply said ‘I still want to be angry, if I cease to be angry one of three 
things will have happened; one, the second coming, two, I would have been thrown off 
this mortal coil, or thirdly, all the injustice and inequality in the world would have been 
consigned to history!  As I write these words the first two haven’t happened, and justice 
and inequality still exist, which means I’m still angry! 

Being angry is part of being human and it isn’t necessarily wrong. It depends on 
what you’re angry about, and what you do with the anger. Rather than being angry with 
people, Jesus expressed anger with the evil people do and the evil we all do. As Jesus 
prepared to carry his own cross, to the place of his execution, he tells his disciples, 
(tells us), who believe in him, to take up our cross also. However, this means following 
the example of Jesus, of self-sacrifice and total commitment, to set our minds on 
divine things as well as human ones: love God with all our heart, and love our 
neighbours as ourselves and remain restless until all injustice is challenged and 
changed and society is renewed.   

Once we take up our 'Cross', we do get cross; about injustice, exploitation, war, 
poverty both abroad and on our own doorstep!  Nevertheless can we turn that anger 
into action, in the way that Jesus did?  We can certainly pray, as Jesus did, God’s 
kingdom may come; God’s will be done, praying daily for peace and justice. But we 
can also get involved; we can give money to charities and relief organisations. On a 
more intimate scale take time, to visit people who are lonely or unwell, work as a 
volunteer, write to newspapers or MPs, approach Parish and County Councillors, 
perhaps even attend rallies; and time to listen to those who think differently from us, 
who may even find it easier not to believe than believe in the one true life-giving God.   

In small ways and in big, we can turn righteous anger into action. Believing in 
Jesus, we can work in his name towards a better world.  It begins with us.  So show 
you are cross! But show your 'Cross!' 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe  
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle
-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm (except 
for December, on the second Monday) and non-members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups – most suspended at the time of writing - 
that have met regularly, including Book and Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for 
Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, ‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ 
German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play-Reading 
and Scrabble. The Photography and Genealogy Groups now have virtual meetings 
by video link (currently ‘Zoom’). 

There are no planned events from April onwards. 
For the latest information, including any meetings arranged and for general 

enquiries, visit the website https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 
Roger Colbourne 

Bugbrooke Church Fete 
A date for the village diary is Saturday June 26th. The fete committee are planning 
some form of fete depending on any restrictions that may be in place at the time. Any 
donations of bottles, tombola goods etc etc  can be left at the cafe. 
Jane Causebrook 

Christian Aid week 
This will happen this year, 10-16th May. We may not be able to deliver envelopes 
directly to your houses but they will be available around the village. There will also be 
the facility to donate online. 
Jane Causebrook 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
I am writing this shortly after Boris Johnson announced his roadmap for the easing of 
lockdown restrictions. If that all goes to plan we should be able to hold some fund 
raising social events later in the year. I certainly hope so, but at the moment I am 
reluctant to be any more definite. I have looked back to what I wrote in LINK a year 
ago and it is sad to see all the things I said were going to happen, but which ended 
up being cancelled. 

One thing that has happened so far this year was the online quiz held on 22nd 
January on Zoom. Many thanks to Peter and Wendy Barton for organising and 
hosting this. It was really enjoyable: a spot of fun in the dark days of January, And it 
raised well over £200 for our funds. Thank you too to those who took part and 
supported us (including those who made donations only). 

At some point we will be holding an AGM, having not had one at all last year. I 
am hoping that by the next LINK I will be able to give a date for this. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Sports and Community Association 
(Registered Charity No. 269897) 
The year has been dominated by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. The 
Community Centre, like all other leisure and sports facilities across the country, has 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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spent much of the year closed. The only activity to continue has been the blood 
doning sessions, which the NHS were very keen to retain, and which we are happy 
to provide whenever it is needed. The caretaker has been furloughed under the 
Government scheme, and the Centre Manager covers as required. The loss of 
income from bookings was a serious threat and we are indebted to Centre Manager, 
Julianne Field, who obtained significant Business Support funding from South 
Northamptonshire Council. The situation will continue to be carefully monitored. 

The hard-won New Homes Bonus (NHB) Community Grants of over £100,000 
from South Northamptonshire Council means that we now have excellent outdoor 
gym equipment, extended children’s play facilities, and improved facilities within the 
Community Centre. The provision of additional car parking spaces, which was not 
approved for a NHB grant remains under active consideration. 

Almost all the land owned by the Association (legally known as Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre) has been registered with H M Land Registry. There 
only remains some registration tidying-up to do, mainly for the land leased for 999 
years. Many thanks to Calvin Bell who has been resolutely negotiating this lengthy 
and complex process.  

 We are grateful for the parish council contribution towards the maintenance of 
the playing fields. Contributions towards playing fields’ maintenance are also made, 
as required, by the sports clubs through an agreed formula for pitch fees and we 
continue to review these arrangements to ensure that the payments are equitable 
and timely.  

Geoff Hayter, who had been an original and enthusiastic member of the 
Association for many years, resigned from the committee in July. His hard work and 
dedication over many years will be missed. Frank Wilson stepped down as Treasurer 
during the year when he moved to Harrogate. David Hyde agreed to be a signatory 
on the account, and Bryn Curtis volunteered to look over the spreadsheet income 
and expenditure. However, the Treasurer post remains vacant, and any suggestions 
or volunteers are welcome. 

The Executive Committee, each one of whom is actively involved in the work of 
the Association, look forward to returning to more normal times, and the pleasure of 
seeing hundreds of youngsters enjoying fresh air and exercise on the playing fields, 
often whilst family celebrations or exotic animals are in the community centre.  
David Harries, Chairman  

Nature Notes 
I think many of us have turned to our gardens for solice during these past 12 months 
and after such a wet winter, the spring sunshine was a life saver for many when it 
arrived. Giving a sense of optimism and joy. Mother Nature has been carrying on in 
her own inimitable way, constantly reasuring us that all will soon be returning more 
closely to how we once lived our busy lives. However, I’ve rather enjoyed the slower 
pace, giving us time to stand and stare beneath the clouds... and stare as long as 
sheep and cows as W H Davies spoke of in his poem, Leisure. 

As we go into Spring (I’m writing this on 1st March) the garden is awakening 
now and our small Wordsworth daffodils (Narcissus pseudonarcissus Lobularia) 
made famous by another well-known poet William Wordsworth, are cheerily flowering 
on the edge of our small woodland, heralding that spring is indeed here.  They have 
naturalised beautifully over the 27 years we’ve been here and every year I look 
forward to their return. 

There are signs that the earth is becoming warmer and drier. I’ve noticed that 
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the tups are lying down, rather than standing in water and looking dejected and 
miserable as we’ve seen over the past few weeks. This morning I noticed they were 
sharing their field with a small flock of birds who had come down and were stamping 
around, looking for worms. They were brown with buff-coloured tummies was all I 
could determine from a distance. By the time I’d raced upstairs with the binoculars, 
they’d flown…….. only to return a short while later and surprisingly obliged by coming 
down on to the lawn. I was so pleased to see they were Redwings who seldom visit 
gardens and prefer farmland and woodland. Now I was able to see their markings 
and the distinctive stripe above the eye and orangy-red on their flanks below their 
wings… the smallest member of the thrush family. Many years ago we had a flock 
visit our garden (when we lived in a village). The twitchers knew they were there 
even before we did.  They were camped out (with chairs and flasks and cameras 
trained on the house). The redwings were attracted to our cotoneaster berries and 
didn’t leave until the plant was completely stripped of its fruits. At the time, I 
remember they were considered something that twitchers would travel a long way to 
see. Redwings are winter visitors and according to the RSPB, there are still only 13 
known breeding pairs nesting in the UK today. Though they’re considered a winter 
visitor, they start arriving in this country in September, October and November and 
start to leave March and April. During winter we get 8.6 million visitors in the UK from 
Europe. 

We’ve also notice that the deer have taken to sitting in the fields too, perhaps 
conserving energy until there is more food available. Roe deer are distinctive 
because of their white rumps (no tail) and short antlers. We have found their antlers 
when out walking the dog and make rather attractive paperweights on our desks. 
During winter they’re likely to gather in small herds so this is when you’re most likely 
to spot them. The female doe, although fertilised by the buck in July and August, will 
only implant the eggs during January. Apparently, the reason for the delay is so they 
don’t give birth during a harsh winter. She could have 1, 2 or even 3 kids in May/
June. When they’re born, they resemble Bambi because of their white spots along 
their back, which later disappear. I was surprised to read that after a 10-month long 
gestation, they usually give birth to a male and a female. The population can double 
in a year but the mortality rate during the first year is very high, often due to 
starvation. In the wild their average age is 7 – 8 years, sometimes 10. In captivity that 
can double to 20 years. 
Pamela Cox 

The Late Mrs Annie Boswell 
Dawn remembers: 
Annie was born on 2nd March 1922 in Kislingbury. She was the second child of 
Emily and Thomas Jeffs. The family moved to Bugbrooke where Annie went to 
school until the age of 12 and then she went into domestic service at The Homestead 
for Mrs and Mrs Campion. 

In 1940 Annie met and married Mr Reg Boswell. Unfortunately, a few years later 
they were divorced. However, in 1946, they remarried and lived in Everdon. A few 
years later they moved back to Bugbrooke, where over the years, they lived in quite 
a few houses. Annie and Reg were caretakers of the Sunday School for many years.  

In 1960 they moved to the flats on Chipsey Avenue. Annie started doing the 
oranges at half time for the football team. After the matches she would wash all the 
football kit. 
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When Campion School opened in 1969, Annie went to clean for Mr and Mrs 
Roberts in Nether Heyford. Mr. Roberts was the first head teacher at the school. A 
dance, arranged by Mr. John Curtis was held every month at Campion. Annie and 
her sister would go up and serve refreshments during the interval.  

Annie was a very active member of the British Legion and for many years was 
the standard bearer and the poppy sales organiser. 

Annie was a member of Bugbrooke W.I. the Bugbrooke and District Flower 
Society, Darby and Joan (later Wednesday Club) the Choral Society and a very 
active member of the church congregation where she had been church warden and 
verger. 

Her real love was when she was organising a party and doing the catering for 
any kind of get-together. She was so pleased when the Bowls Club asked her to 
cater on a regular basis for them, which she did for many years with volunteers. 

In 2005, Annie was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation by the 
Northamptonshire Police Authority for her outstanding contribution to community 
safety and, in particular, her work within Bugbrooke. 

Annie was a very active member of the community until ill health slowed her 
down in her early nineties. Finally, Annie became a resident of the Lakes Care 
Home in 2017 until on 24th December 2020 she lost her battle for life. 
Jean remembers: 
When we moved to Bugbrooke in 1979, we started going to St Michael’s church. To 
enable those without transport to get to church a lift rota was started and we were 
asked to pick Annie up. That is how our friendship started. Over the years we 
visited local garden centres, Northampton, Towcester and Daventry. Some of these 
visits were around Christmas time when Annie put a lot of thought into her present 
list. 

At W.I. Annie liked to have a cake made for her birthday so that she could 
share it with the members along with a glass of sherry. Annie’s love of flowers 
showed in the arrangements she did in church. At the Millennium she persuaded a 
few of the men to decorate the top of the screen in church under her guidance. She 
enjoyed going to The Flower Society and meeting up with people she knew from 
other villages.  

In the late nineties, I was on the rota for catering for the Darby and Joan club 
when there were over fifty members. I remember being on teapot duty and had 
several cups of tea rejected. After a masterclass in making tea for a number of 
people by Annie, that was soon put right. 

Annie was on the PCC for many years and had been a church warden and 
verger.  As changes were made in services and in the church building, Annie found 
them difficult to accept, but her faith never wavered.  

I can remember her surprise and astonishment when she was notified about 
the Certificate of Appreciation. To Annie, the activities she took part in to help the 
village were a big part of her life and she put a lot of effort into them.  

Annie wasn’t far off her 100th birthday when she died but she knew there was 
no guarantee that she would make it, so she organised a 90th birthday celebration, 
just in case, at the community centre in March 2012. With Annie in charge, there 
was a lovely three course meal for friends and family to enjoy and plenty of 
opportunity to chat. 
Dawn Bastin 
Jean Marshall 01604831016 
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Annie Boswell remembered 
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Jools Tyrell Barnaby’s picture of the February Snow, and Linda Sgoluppi’s of the church 
on a March evening. 
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Bugbrooke Millenium Green Trust 
(Registered Charity No. 1075334) 
The Trust currently has seven trustees: David Harries (Chairman), Kaye Adams 
(Hon. Secretary), Emma Bignell (Hon Treasurer), Calvin Bell, Brenda Inch, Jean 
Marshall, and Vanessa Stevens. 

Emma Bignell has given notice of her intention to step down from the Trust and 
relinquish her role as Hon. Treasurer. Emma was a founder member of the Trust and 
played a key part in its creation in 1999/2000 and its continued success. Her work 
over the years is much appreciated. Bob Boys has agreed to take over this role. 

Terry Harding has again kindly produced a larger, updated plan identifying all 
the main trees and other important features of the Millennium Green, which is now on 
display on the Notice Boards. 

Work recommended following the latest survey and inspection of the trees on 
the Millennium Green was carried out in the Summer. This revealed additional 
necessary work, and arrangements are in hand to get this done. As many of the trees 
have tree preservation orders (the row of horse chestnut and lime trees) and the 
whole site is a Conservation Area, all the necessary planning permissions must 
always be obtained before work can be carried out. 

The pandemic has led to many people using the Millennium Green as part of 
their exercise and fresh air routine (keeping the required distance from each other). 
The significantly increased use during the lockdowns and the wet weather will 
increase the maintenance requirements. However, it was always intended to be a 
tranquil haven for local residents and wildlife, and we should consider it a success as 
it is serving the community in the way it was intended in a time of need.  

The annual grant awarded by the Parish Council is much appreciated. It is used 
for the upkeep and general maintenance of the Green and essential risk 
management and other work on the trees. 

Trust members (and their spouses) are each prepared to get their hands dirty to 
undertake seasonal and other chores to ensure the Millennium Green remains an 
asset to the community.  
David Harries, Chairman 

Village Green 
Well spring is definitely in the air, and it’s traditionally this time of year when we start 
to spring clean. There’s been a recent trend for decluttering and living with less stuff, 
which is great because there is often a massive carbon footprint associated with all 
the stuff we buy. But what’s the best way to get rid of things so that it doesn’t all end 
up rotting in landfill and emitting harmful greenhouse gases?  

Donation to charity shops is a popular option but sadly with the volume of 
donations received often many items still end up in landfill or worse, shipped to 
developing countries and then ending up in landfill. The most sustainable option is to 
pass items on to others, meaning they are not then buying something brand new. 
Extending the life of an item like this greatly reduces its carbon footprint. Facebook 
marketplace, eBay, local donation sites (www.Freecycle.org, www.ilovefreegle.org) 
and apps such as Olio (www.olioex.com) are great places to start.  

If you have no joy with those options, here’s a list of other places that accept 
various items: 

www.buildabundle.co.uk – will pay for good quality children’s and maternity 
clothes 
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 www.care4calais.org – to donate coats 
www.salsshoes.com – to donate children’s shoes 
www.boots2africa.co.uk – to donate football, rugby boots, kits, balls and 

accessories 
www.rerunclothing.org – will take unwanted running gear like race t-shirts etc 
www.smallsforall.org – take bras that are in good condition with good wear left in 

them, and brand new underwear and distributes to people in need in the UK and 
Africa 

www.againstbreastcancer.org.uk – takes unwanted bras (and printer 
cartridges!)  

Soles of Stoke – a lovely young man restores old shoes and trainers and 
distributes to the homeless in Stoke. You can request the address to send them via 
his sister on this link on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/samantha.l.swann/
posts/3937526103008099. If you are not on Facebook and would like the link, please 
contact me and I can help. 

Many opticians will have drop off points for old glasses to be sent overseas 
www.visiondirect.co.uk – has a postal contact lens recycling scheme 
www.terracycle.com – has recycling schemes for all sorts, including broken toys  
www.seaandstream.co.uk – run a swimming hat and goggle amnesty 
www.wyattandjack.com – take old and damaged paddling pools and lilos etc and 

make them into gorgeous bags 
www.ecostardust.com/pages/non-bioglitter-amnesty – take regular glitter (which 

is made from plastic that will very likely find its way into the sea, and ultimately back 
on your plate in a fish) 

www.Lovedbefore.london – take pre-loved soft toys and give them a spa before 
selling them on 

Heyford books, Nether Heyford (see advert in the LINK) – accepts donations of 
books of any quality  

Charities such as the British Heart Foundation take furniture. 
Clare Slater, Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton, Member of South 
Northants Action on Climate  

https://www.facebook.com/southnorthantsactiononclimate/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/ 

Bugbrooke Art Group 
Do you remember the days when Bugbrooke Art Group held their annual exhibition 
at the Community Centre? Well, in these days of Lockdown our Exhibition has gone 
on-line and has recently been updated with plenty of new pictures. Check it out and 
take a look at what we’ve been doing. There are different styles, different media and 
very different subjects from our ten different artists. 

Once regulations permit, we will be starting up our live meetings again, probably 
on Tuesdays evenings at 7:30 and we are always on the lookout for new members. 
We don’t provide tuition but helpful advice and constructive comment is readily 
available. We will also reinstate the “live” Exhibition but in the meantime, to whet 
your appetite the virtual one is available at https://bugbrookeartgroup.wixsite.com/
website 
Dave Marshall 

 

https://www.facebook.com/southnorthantsactiononclimate/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/
https://bugbrookeartgroup.wixsite.com/website
https://bugbrookeartgroup.wixsite.com/website
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Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2021 
The 12th Bugbrooke Birdwatch took place during the last weekend of January and 
thank you to the 52 people from the village took part (last year 48). 38 different 
species were seen (last year 33) with a range of 1-19 (last year 2-20) with the 
average being 9.25 (last year 9.0). 

The full results are available at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk and the graph of the 
numbers of different species from 2010-2021, indicates that after the dramatic dip of 
all species in 2018, when the winter was unusually severe, most species have 
recovered to their pre 2018 levels. House Sparrows and Collared Doves have not 
done so. Starlings made a remarkable recovery in 2019 but in the last two years, 
have been gradually declining. Wood Pigeons are still increasing at a fast rate. 

As there is such a variation in numbers of bird species in various gardens, I 
asked people who had more than 13 species in the Birdwatch (and for whom I had 
contact details), to fill in a short survey about their gardens and how they cater for 
their bird visitors. I hope that anyone who took part in the Birdwatch, and are 
disappointed, will find some tips on how they can make their gardens more 
welcoming for birds. 

The gardens included in the survey ranged from small ones in the middle of the 
village to large ones on the outskirts. They all had at least one mature tree and a 
variety of shrubs, often including some with winter berries and seeds. Shrubs are 
important close to the feeding station so that the birds can get to cover quickly in 
times of danger. (This year, there were more sightings of a Sparrowhawk than ever 
before). 

A mature garden is most favourable but if yours isn’t yet mature, you have the 
chance to shape it to be a bird haven by planting native trees and shrubs that they 
would like, perhaps with winter berries, seeds. A water feature is something which 
can be immediately inviting. Most who did the survey, had some sort of water 
feature, ranging from bird baths to ponds or proximity to a stream or the brook. 

All of them provided a variety of bird food, both in hangers and on bird tables. 
Suet blocks and balls were very popular, as were various mixes, both for hangers 
and on the ground and/or bird tables. Peanuts, whole and crushed, sunflower seeds 
and hearts, nijer seeds and mealworms are regular choices. Most provided more 
than one feeding station in the garden which probably allows less aggressive birds to 
compete for food. Most people feed the birds all year but less so in the summer. 
Other things that may have an impact upon birds in your garden include the 
presence of nesting places. This means having a hedge or providing nesting boxes. 
If birds fledge in your garden and you provide food during the summer, they will learn 
from their parents that this is a good garden to stick around! 

Perhaps the most important thing is reliability and consistency. Everyone who 
did the survey filled their feeders regularly so that the birds know where they will find 
food without wasting valuable energy having to search for food. I hope that the 
results of the survey are useful to you and perhaps next year, we shall see what a 
difference it makes! 
 Margaret Cooke 832125 

Bugbrooke WI 
We are still missing our normal monthly meetings where we can get together and 
chat before and after listening to the speaker but we have had several meetings on 

http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk
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Zoom and it now seems that we almost know what we are doing. 
Our January and February meetings now take place in the afternoon to make it 
easier for members and speakers to get to meetings in the winter, but of course this 
year we couldn’t go out anyway. 

In January Peta Allingham told us of her travels in Europe in her beloved 
Citroen 2cv. She belongs to a club of like-minded people who own many quirky 2cvs, 
including one covered in knitting and crochet. 

Our February speaker was James Hadden the taxi driver poet who enthralled us 
with many of his own poems and encouraged us to share our favourites. 
One of the beauties of Zoom meetings is that we can have speakers from further 
afield as there is no travel involved. 

We were able to have a Crafty Chatter meeting on Zoom. This involved a great 
deal of chatter and not much crafting. We are now thinking of changing the name to 
Chatty Chatter. This meeting was thoroughly enjoyed by the members who took part. 
We will continue with these meetings until we are able to meet in members’ homes 
again. 

Our next two meetings will again be on Zoom. On the 1st of March Alison Bristo 
will be talking about orangutans and on the 29th of March we have a talk on “The 
Ghosts of Hampton Court” by Sarah Slater. 

We must now keep our fingers crossed and hope we can meet in person in the 
summer. 

New members are still very welcome. 
For further information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01694 

317398. 
Brenda Astell 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our meetings continue on Zoom, which is good news for those who can get it, but 
disappointing if you can’t and are waiting for normal service to be resumed. We shall 
have to be patient and wait a little longer.  In January we enjoyed a d.v.d. of the craft 
of laddermaking. This used to be done by Wards in Laddermakers Yard. They made 
coffins there too. So when aluminium ladders replaced the wooden ones and people 
forgot that aluminium conducts electricity, the deaths which resulted were looked 
after by Wards, the coffin makers. Our good friend Stanley Clark was featured on the 
d.v.d. training  two younger men from the Heritage society, and eventually after much 
sawing and planing and measuring a ladder was made. It is a lovely film. If you didn’t 
watch with the History Group you can access it on the internet. Look for ‘Stanley 
Clark’ and you’ll find it. 

In February we had a presentation by Rob Kendall and Barbara Floyer about 
Entertainment in Northampton from 18th to the 20th Centuries. Interesting to see 
what people did with their leisure time before they had the telly, and when we could 
gather in large groups. How the town has changed. Not always for better. The corn 
exchange in the market square was particularly impressive. Swimming pools and 
pleasure gardens also were popular. Franklyn Gardens before Rugby arrived there, 
was a beautiful garden setting for outdoor leisure. 

Our next meeting is March 13th with a presentation on the history of Daventry. 
And then April 14th we shall get to know all about Canons Ashby. 

Sometime in the Summer if restrictions are suitably lifted we plan to have a 
Summer Walk round Stowe. Margaret Cooke gave us a virtual tour of the gardens 
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there and it would be lovely to actually do the walk for real. 
If you would like to receive further information about our meetings please send 

me your e-mail address. 
Pat Kent (secretary)  e-mail  frksp6@gmail.com  or Tel 01604830518 

Bugbrooke Rangers 
We would like to thank everyone who sponsored us for The Hope Centre big sleep 
in. This year meant we couldn't sleep outside en mass, instead we were challenged 
to find somewhere uncomfortable to spend the night, we took to conservatory/utility 
room floors, showers and bath tubs. We have raised a fantastic £1,110 to date. 
Thank you all. 

If any girls aged 14-18 would like to join us please contact either of us or go to 
the main Girlguiding website. 
Jane and Evie 

Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout Group 
 Having a Blast at Home 
At the beginning of the February half term Beavers, Cubs and Scouts were launched 
into the galaxy for a space camp at home for fun and learning. With hands on 
investigation from the comfort of their own international space station (home). 

Activities took place throughout the day via zoom and with assistance from 
budding astronaut parents. Each young person participated in a variety of hands-on 
activities, with photos and virtual calls to check on progress and generally have some 
fun. Our future space explorers learnt what it was like to live and work in space with 
their whole family nearby. The weekend started off with a talk from Tim Peake who 
explained what it was like to live in the international space station, what food they 
eat, what it was like to do a space walk and space suits and answered the burning 
question, how astronauts go to the toilet? 

During the space camp at home the young astronauts had to complete many 
missions: 

Designing the camp flag. 
Build an out of this world place to sleep. 
What do you eat in space? 
Aliens lost in space. 
Keeping fit in space/astronaut workout. 
Living in space. 
Building rockets. 
Making a constellation cube/tube. 
Learning about the solar system and planets. 
Designing and landing an egg craft/space ship. 
Most built a successful space ship and many eggs survived. The young people 

enjoyed launching their space ships from their windows. Parents and young people 
agreed that they had enjoyed the weekend and had learnt a lot but they were 
undecided over the space pudding as some liked it and others were not so keen. 

All sections have continued to meet over zoom and have had a full programme 
of activities. We are all looking to get back to meeting face to face which may be 
possible in April. 
Sue Beckingham, Beaver Scout Leader 

about:blank
about:blank
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During the space camp at 
home, scouts had to carry out many 
missions. 
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Kaye Adams’ picture of  this year’s spring lambs 

Snowdrops Art  
by Nathan Doyle 
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Village Profile 
John Perkins  - resident and ex-Campion teacher, History Lecturer 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? If not, where did you live before 
coming here? 
No, I moved to teach at Campion School forty-two years ago. It was my 
first teaching job. I only bought a house in the village thirty-seven years 
ago – so I am a newcomer. I was born in Leicestershire, near Melton 
Mowbray, which was where I went to school. 
Where did you get your degree? 
Lampeter University. And then a P.G.C.E. at Nottingham University. I 
studied for an M.A. through Warwick University while I was teaching at 
Campion. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
I appreciate the canal and like to walk beside it. I love the people of Bugbrooke – 
especially those I once taught. I loved being part of the school and never wanted to 
move. I have many friends in the village, not least ex-teacher Colin Lomax and Tony 
Jones; that is what makes Bugbrooke a special place - people. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
I am surprised that a village of this size has so few amenities but my other answers 
will divulge that ‘dislike’ and ‘Bugbrooke’ are not two words I’d link, (sorry, couldn’t 
resist it). 
 Do you have an ambition? 
To write more poems, to read more, to write more books and to share in the joy of 
other peoples’ good news. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
Laying aside private family and friend reasons, I guess I will be remembered as a 
teacher and preacher.  I hope I will not be remembered just for my poor sense of 
humour or for long answers I sometimes give to simple questions! It’s a shame about 
the poems though. 
What are you most proud of? 
Wow, the students I taught, colleagues I worked with, friends and family. Actually I am 
proud of those who taught me the little I know too. 
When was your happiest moment? 
My wedding to Margaret and the birth of my only child, Christina. Nearly put that in 
answer to the last question actually, doh! 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes, very much. I had a younger brother and an older sister. I have to thank my sister 
for my interest in Puritanism, Poetry and History. At the beginning of my ‘A’ Level 
course she helped me to understand Milton’s Paradise Lost and I was hooked from 
that moment.  My parents encouraged me to read and fall in love with history, but I 
was told that as a council house male there was a 98% chance of me not going to 
University in 1974; they were almost right! Five out of the six Universities, I applied 
for, sent me rejection-letters. I didn’t even get the grades to meet my offer from 
Lampeter University, but Lampeter did in fact let me study history there. So much for 
probability. On leaving University they gave me a career analysis and interview (a bit 
different to this one). They told me I would make a good museum curator or librarian 
but that 98% (that percentage again) of those who answered as I did, became history 
teachers! Oh hum. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
I always think this is an odd question, why take a book you have already read? How 

John Perkins in 
his prime 



36 

 



37 

 

not to Survive on a Desert Island by Miss Leading maybe. On a desert island we 
probably wouldn’t have time for anything but hunter/gathering! Okay, seriously, as the 
island already has a Bible and the complete works of Shakespeare, I’d take After the 
Flood by Bill Cooper, as it is all about history, theology, dinosaurs and genealogy – 
think that covers all bases. 
Do you enjoy music? 
I was a fan of Rock music in the 1960s and 1970s, but now I am just a discographer 
with a wide collection. My favourite album is Layla and other Assorted Love Songs by 
Derek and the Dominos. I’ve listened to Eric Clapton and Duane Allman’s guitar solos 
on that album regularly for over forty-six years. Thought guitar-playing couldn’t be 
bettered - and I still think so. 
What/who do you admire most? 
Other than Jesus Christ, probably the unknown-soldier who gave his all in the Great 
War for future generations. Never forget we are the recipients of a peace we never 
earned ourselves – history and theology in a nutshell I believe! (for those who like 
nutshells). 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
2% of me says “Rock Star”, but 98% of me knew I was meant to teach. Interviews are 
never wrong, right? 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
I liked Venice, but I also love the English and Welsh coastlines. Easily pleased on this 
one. 
What is your favourite food/restaurant? 
Again easily pleased on this one too. One of my colleagues once said to me – “Is your 
favourite leisure activity eating whatever lays before you?” The answer remains “Yes!” 
Fresh grapes or Cadbury dairy-milk reach a level of perfection I doubt will ever be 
improved upon. Thank you God: thank you Cadbury’s. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Consider what you love to do now, or choose to do on your days off or most enjoy. 
Now think what job that points to – that is your life-long career – sorted! Your destiny 
has already found you. 
What in life is most important to you? 
The answer is Life and Life with a capital “L”. Many people tell me life is like a tricky 
jigsaw-puzzle; we only get to build it piece by piece and hope some of it fits together. 
However, I have noticed that people who have a faith get to see the full picture on the 
box-lid – now. Confidence, clarity, comfort, contentment, hope, a sense of purpose or 
identity and a humble desire to learn more come from knowing for sure who you are 
and why you are here. In this world all light casts shadows; do not blame the light, but 
the things that block the light and make shadows. Don’t block the light of who you are 
or who others are. I have learnt from the great philosophers and theologians of the 
past that all things are determined; so I have to be determined to carry on whatever 
(even if I fail to keep calm!). Look for the light, face it and the shadows will soon be 
behind you! 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Family Announcement 
The Francis family would like to thank everyone for their generous donations to 
Angie’s Charity. 

A total of £485.00 was donated to Macmillan Cancer Support and £395.00 was 
donated to Northampton Health Charity Oncology Department. 
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Time — A Poem 
Time is elusive. 
Once there was never enough of it, 
Now it decomposes in our minds 
Like heaped leaves from the backyard plum tree. 
 
Time has rituals. 
The task of putting out the bins 
Their changing colours are traffic lights 
So that the weeks do not merge one with another. 
 
Time must be occupied. 
Empty the ironing basket 
Tidy the garage, sort the cupboards; 
Still it hangs like Spanish Moss from the day’s branches. 
 
Time is inertia. 
Somewhere outside, the world goes on 
Masked and gowned, 
Creating statistics out of life and death. 
 
Time is a rush into Spring 
Eager for daffodils. 
Then only a frost-spiked backward step 
Finding only snowdrops. 
 
Lockdown time is like no other 
Only a skein of wet grey wool 
Unwinding endlessly 
Towards a distant horizon of normality. 

Diana Cockrill 

The Birth of Campion School 
Before 1956 children from Bugbrooke and surrounding villages would be taught in 
their local schools until they were 15 years old. Then Northants County Council 
decided to build Secondary Schools with Primary education remaining in village 
schools. The first secondary to be built was Duston (1956) followed by Roade (1957), 
Moulton (1958) and Guilsborough (1959). Bugbrooke pupils were allocated to Duston 
so were some of the first to experience secondary school education. The locations 
selected were the largest communities in their area, which meant a majority of pupils 
could walk to school thereby saving money on transporting pupils to school. The 
exception was Guilsborough which was chosen because the land it was built on was 
donated by the Lowther family.                                                  

In the 1960’s, Duston was incorporated into the borough of Northampton and 
fell outside the jurisdiction of the County Council, so a new site was needed to 
accommodate those living outside the borough boundary. After much consideration 
Bugbrooke was selected, provided it agreed to expand significantly, so that at least 
50% of pupils could walk to school. This created the building of many homes close to 
the school with a pedestrian access to the back of the school. Smitherway, 
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Shepherds Walk, Waggoners Way, Homestead Drive, Oaklands, Almond Close, Link 
Way, Lime Grove and Beech Close quickly appeared to create the required 
numbers.                                                                      

The school was called Bugbrooke Secondary School in line with other similar 
institutions and started life with just 7 classes of which 3 were 1st years  (year 7) and 
2 were 2nd years (year 8). The only buildings were those now facing the Kislingbury 
Road minus the block next to the Tennis Courts. There were just 8 teachers with 
some having to cover 2 subject areas. The first teachers were Derek Roberts 
(Headmaster and Geography), Harold Haynes (Deputy Head, Woodwork and Maths), 
Gillian Rogers (Sciences), Audrey Harrod (RE, History, Head of Beech House), Judith 
Ashby (Girls PE, Music), Michael Stevens (English, Head of Rowan House), Tony 
Warnes (French, Head of Oak House), John Curtis (Boys PE, Art). As the school 
expanded with 4 classes added each year (and later 5) teachers and roles quickly 
changed. Specialists were added to cover the second subject areas of original 
teachers and the subject areas were expanded. With the new facilities in the village 
parents and others began to enquire about using them (there was no Community 
Centre or Playing Fields in those days) and Keep Fit courses were put on in the 
evenings soon to be followed by cookery, woodwork, metalwork and many more until 
in the 1980’s and 1990’s there were over 300 people a week using the facilities in the 
evenings and weekends. The administration of this Adult Education programme was 
undertaken by John Curtis and Adult Education dances became a popular village 
event.                                                                                       

In the late 1960s the county council began to turn Secondary Schools into 
Comprehensive Schools at the request of the Government. Duston, Roade, Moulton 
and Guilsborough were soon converted but when Bugbrooke Secondary asked to 
convert to a Comprehensive in the mid 1970s it was turned down by NCC. The 
Governors and Headteacher decided to call a public meeting in the school hall to 
discuss the matter. It was packed out with parents and a proposal was made to allow 
the pupils of Bugbrooke Secondary School to benefit from the same education as 
those in comparable schools that had become Comprehensives. It was passed 
unanimously and those in attendance from the county council had to report back to 
the council with the eventual result being a reversal of their previous decision.  So 8 
years after it was formed Bugbrooke Secondary School became Bugbrooke 
Comprehensive but soon followed the trend of others like Sponne, Duston High, 
Guilsborough County and decided to give it another name. The governors concluded 
the best thing to do was name the school after the person who had supported it from 
its inception to its achievement of becoming a Comprehensive School and was their 
Chairman throughout its history. It became Bugbrooke Campion School after Mr Philip 
Campion of Homestead Farm, Bugbrooke. 
 John Curtis 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
We’re not far out from starting our 2021 Cricket Season. This year we’ll be fielding 3 
Saturday XI’s plus our Sunday side and most importantly youth cricket makes it’s long 
awaited return to the Doc White Pavilion. 

 2020 was a tough year for everyone, but the children in the village had a 
particularly hard time of it, we’re very happy to be able to provide them with sporting 
activities every week from May until the end of the season. 

 Starting from Friday May 7th, we’ll be offering ECB All Stars cricket sessions for 
ages 5-8yrs and club organised youth training for older youths. Both sessions will be 
taking place from 6:15pm to 7:15pm. 
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Registration for All Stars is now open (as of March 23rd) and can be accessed at 
www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars. All Stars is an ECB co-ordinated series of training 
sessions, each participating child will receive a branded backpack, cricket bat, cricket 
ball and personalised t-shirt with your child’s name on it, All Stars costs £40 total for an 
8 week course, registration and payment is handled via the website above. 

Youth Cricket registration for those over the age of 8 is through the club itself, 
drop us an email at bugbrookecc@gmail.com , make contact via social media or 
contact James using the details at the bottom, and we’ll set up registration and answer 
any questions you may have. Youth Training is £3 a session and is payable on the 
night. 

 All of the above is of course dependent on current rules and regulations. 
Hopefully everyone has been good in the interim and we’re back open for business! 

 On the field our 1st XI will be competing at their highest ever league level, 
Division 5. Last year we won the Division 5 Cup in a shortened version of a regular 
season, so we’re confident about being able to compete at this level. 

 Our 2nd XI are in Division 8, they finished as beaten Cup Finalists in 2020 and 
our 3rd XI return after their year off and will be competing in Division 12. 

 All 3 league sides start on Saturday 1st May, with the 1st XI at home to Yelvertoft 
CC, 2nd XI at home to Haddon CC and the 3rd XI away to Carrib Utd, all Saturday 
Matches are 12pm starts. 

 Our Sunday XI kicks things off a week earlier on the 25th April at home to 
Collingtree CC with a 1pm start time. 

 Providing everything has gone to plan in the wider community our bar will be 
open for all of these matches, initially outdoor service only, and come late April we 
hope to be in a position to see the return of our monthly socials. 

Thank you to everyone that has supported and continues to support the club, we 
hope to see you all again very soon. 
Club Secretary – James Culverhouse, 07999 420376, jculv29@gmail.com     
Peter White (President), 50 High St, Bugbrooke, 01604 830452 
 p.g.white@btinternet.com. Club email ; bugbrookecc@gmail.com 
www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com 
Find us on social media - facebook/twitter/instagram @bugbrookecc 

Free Temporary TADD Membership for NHS COVID 
vaccine appointments - please spread the word 
We are offering free temporary TADD membership to residents who have difficulty 
arranging transport to their NHS COVID vaccine programme appointments. The 
passenger will only have to pay the driver the cost of the journey at the HMRC rate of 
45p per mile. 

Should you know of anybody in your community who may need to make use of 
this service please contact TADD using the online contact form and we will get in 
touch. 

https://www.towcesterareadoor2door.com/contact/ 
Alternatively email tracy@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk with your contact name, 

email and telephone number. We cannot accept applications by telephone. 
More details about TADD including the area covered, price list, membership and 

how to become a volunteer driver are available on our website. 
www.towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk 
 
 
 

http://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars
mailto:bugbrookecc@gmail.com
http://www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com
https://www.towcesterareadoor2door.com/contact/
mailto:tracy@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk
http://www.towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk/
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