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Front Page:  Christmas Greetings from Jim Inch 

 Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 231), December 2021 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
Welcome to the Christmas issue of LINK – we hope you 
enjoy the mix of articles and content that we have put 
together for you. Thanks particularly to Jim for the 
wonderful front cover, Gwynneth for the quiz pages and 
Pat for the latest contribution in the ‘Village Profile’ series. 
It is wonderful that so much time and effort from the 
committee and contributors has been so readily given this year and I hope that 
will continue. 

The LINK Committee is a close knit team that aims to provide the people of 
Bugbrooke with a magazine full of village information. Since 1983 there have 
been fewer than 40 committee members and others who have organised and 
produced more than 230 magazines. Four of us have been in place for more 
than 25 years. Our commitment remains but we need to look to the future. 

To assist with the magazine development over the next few years we would 
really value a younger person who could provide articles and ideas on 
presentation to keep the contents fresh and relevant. This could be seen as an 
opportunity for someone considering journalism as a career and a way of tapping 
in to a section of village life (under 25’s) that I’m sure is vibrant, inspiring and 
dynamic. 

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish boundary 

of Bugbrooke. The “LINK” Management Committee is elected in accordance with the 

Constitution and Rules at the AGM in May. 

Chairman 

Secretary 

Treasurer/Vice Chairman 

Production & Website 

Advertising 
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E-mail to    

Web site address 

Deadline for February issue 

Paul Cockcroft, 31 Pilgrims Lane 
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Geoff Cooke, 1 Browns Yard 

Sheila Willmore, 31 Oaklands 

Gwynneth White, 1 Homestead Drive 

Pat Kent, 1 High Street 

bugbrookelink@gmail.com 

www.bugbrookelink.co.uk 

3rd January 2021 

Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 

contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions 

in the factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 

necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not 

necessarily  endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 
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If you are interested in joining the committee in this capacity please contact 
us straight away – we would be delighted to hear from you. 

The LINK Committee wish you a peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year. 
The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 

03 January 2022, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that 
our preferred way of receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Parish Council Report 
The last couple of months have been dominated by the planning application for 
New Hall and associated development in the Park. At Oct meeting it was 
resolved to defer commenting on the application until Councillors had had the 
opportunity to conduct a site visit and view the proposals in the flesh. At this 
meeting we had some 40 residents to express their various points of view and it 
was a lively and interesting debate. Since then the applicant has decided to 
withdraw this particular application and allow his agent to discuss it in more 
detail with the planning officer. We wait to see what the next step is. 

Due to the congestion that occurs in the vicinity of the Community Centre 
and Camp Hill on some Saturday/Sunday mornings an application has been 
made to create a further 48 parking spaces next to existing car park. This new 
section will have a separate gate and only be used for overflow purposes and 
will not be lit. 

The hanging baskets have been excellent this year on lampposts in the 
village, supplied by Sandy Lane nurseries and so pleased we have been with 
them we have given them the contract for next year again. It was decided at Oct 
meeting that the PC should set up an environmental group which would work 
with residents to help net zero be achieved by 2050. Terms of refence are being 
drawn up with the aim to improve biodiversity, set environmental policies, plus 
providing education and awareness amongst other things. 

A draft budget has been drawn up for 2022/23 and is yet to be ratified by the 
Council but will see a rebate increase of the order of only about 2%. As always 
as elected members the Parish Council is here to serve you our residents and if 
you have any issues please feel free to contact the Clerk or myself using details 
here in LINK on the ‘have a problem?’ page. Alternatively come to one of our 
meetings which are held on the second Monday of every month at the 
Community Centre starting at 7.30 pm and have your say, everyone is welcome. 
Phil Bignell, Chairman 

Let Us Go Now To Bethlehem ………(Luke Ch. 2 v 15) 
Since September 1986 I’ve been a massive fan of the 
television ‘Soap’ Casualty, travelling with the multitude of 
characters and storylines in the good, bad and indifferent! 

However, if you’ve not seen it before and tune into one 
episode although you’re not familiar with the characters or story 
lines you’re learning quite a lot from watching just one episode. 
You’re seeing most of the main characters and getting an idea 
of their personalities and relationships. You’re watching 
developments in story lines:  there’s a wedding being planned 
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or thwarted, someone’s moving accommodation, there’s dodgy behind the scenes 
political shenanigans etc!  By the end of the episode you should be interested 
enough to want to watch again to see what happens. After a while you get to know 
the characters better. You learn some of the history behind the stories and how 
individuals and families relate to each other. You can join in conversations about 
the latest twist in the plots and speculate as to what happens next. Nevertheless 
irrespective of how you engage with the programme it’s harmless entertainment, a 
bit of escapism. 

As we once again hear in one way or another, the story of the first Christmas 
in some ways it’s a bit like watching an episode of a long running drama with vivid 
characters, complicated relationships and strands of different stories weaving 
together to make the complete picture.  The difference is this is an episode in 
God’s eternal story and we’re characters in it.  We’re not viewers, we’re involved 
as participants; it’s not escapism; it’s for real. 

This episode in God’s drama is probably familiar to us. We know the 
characters:  Mary who willingly accepts God’s plan for her to bear his Son. Joseph, 
a man of integrity and faith who marries Mary knowing she’s pregnant with a child 
that’s not his. The baby, born to be a King but cradled in a manger since his 
parents couldn’t find a suitable place. The Shepherds, told by a whole company of 
angels that, in the city of David, they will find a Saviour who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 

It’s a dramatic episode with many stories: the people of an occupied country 
being made to travel for registration by the occupying authorities; the arrival of a 
heavily pregnant woman in the crowded town; the birth of a baby; angels in the sky 
and amazed shepherds spreading the story of what they had heard and seen.    

What we witness in this familiar story is none other than God coming to be a 
human being alongside us and we can continue to witness the unfolding of this 
story.  In Jesus, we’ll see God sharing in all the experiences of human life, good 
and bad.  We’ll see God’s love openly demonstrated, his healing power at work 
and even his willingness to die upon the cross rather than compromise the love 
revealed by God in Christ; above all, we’ll see the triumph of love over death when 
Jesus is raised from the dead into new and eternal life. 

What about our part in all this? We have all come to this Christmas Season by 
different routes and with different experiences behind us and we’ll go forward into 
2022 in separate ways to face varied futures.    

But has this episode in God’s great story made us want to know more about 
the characters, their history and what happens next? It’s an important question 
because we’re not spectators of this drama. We’re the people this baby was born 
for.  We’re the people this baby grew up to heal, to teach and to make whole. 
We’re the people this baby grew up to die for and we’re the people who bear 
witness to his resurrection into new life.    

Perhaps we’re already playing the part that God has called us to play.  
Perhaps we’re still just watching but interested enough to want to be more involved 
and to know more. Each year the Church celebrates Christmas but throughout 
each year the Church also tells again the story which goes back in time to the 
creation of all things and looks ahead to the future when God’s kingdom is 
established on earth. Maybe this is the year when we re-engage, or make a new 
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commitment, to be among the people who gather week by week to hear more of 
the story and to share their experiences of being part of it.      

Whoever we are and wherever we come from, we will receive a welcome at 
the manger from our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, who is born to set us free and to 
bring us into his eternal resurrection life. 

Christmas Blessings 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Nature Notes  
I’ve sat down to write these Nature Notes for December and wonder what I can 
chat about today. My notes are submitted on 1st November and so tonight the 
clocks will change and we will be all be going into hibernation mode… shorter 
days. Some small mammals will be snuggling down for winter. The hedgehogs, 
for instance, are looking for that pile of leaves to hibernate… so please remember 
if you’re planning on having bonfires during the winter, check your bonfire before 
you light it. If possible, build your bonfires at the very last minute. 

As I look out of the window, I can see two red kites majestically wheeling 
low over the garden. As we’re on top of a hill, we do have a lot of sky around us 
and so we frequently see the kites and buzzards up here. Perhaps they’re 
looking for the plentiful supply of voles we have here. 

Or perhaps they are waiting for us to walk our retriever. We have noticed 
that they follow us when we walk in the valley behind us… sometimes for almost 
half a mile, they will hover above us and when we move on, so do they. We can 
only conclude that they realise we’re likely to disturb small mammals and 
invertebrates and hope this gives them an opportunity to swoop down for their 
next meal. We quite often see the kites and buzzards squabbling. Again we think 
this is the time they are looking for suitable nesting places for the spring and red 
kites will occasionally use a previously used nest of a buzzard. They prefer a 
broadleaf woodland for nesting and we can’t offer them that up here… but I 
suspect there are still territorial battles going on. 

As always, at this time of the year, we’re busy putting the garden to bed for 
the winter and generally tidying the borders. It’s a temptation to cut all the 
herbaceous plants to the ground, but I do try and remember the protection they 
can give to overwintering creatures… so I do leave places for them to hunker 
down for the winter. Another plant that, despite advice, I don’t prune after 
flowering as the goldfinches do enjoy the seeds, are my lavenders. They aren't 
pruned until early spring. Teasels are also appreciated by the goldfinches. I’ve 
tried to grow them in our informal areas, but not particularly successfully. But we 
do have plenty of groundsel, another of their favourites. 

Yesterday, we were at the Country Park in Daventry and were pleased to 
see what appeared to be several families of water voles living in the bank of the 
reservoir and hiding amongst some exposed roots of a big old tree and were 
happily living alongside the waterfowl there… probably sharing their food. They 
are apparently in danger of extinction and it is thought that this could be due to 
the introduction of American Mink farms in the 1920s for the fur trade. The mink 
were then released into the wild and the water voles have been in decline ever 
since as mink can get into their burrows and wipe out the whole family. I recently 
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bought my granddaughter one of my favourite books I had as a child,.. Wind in the 
Willows. She was delighted to meet the character, ‘Ratty’ who was really a water 
vole. I explained that although they are water voles, they are often mistaken for 
brown rats, hence his name. They didn’t appear to be at all frightened of us, they 
just sat and watched us, watching them! 

As you’re reading this, Christmas will be fast approaching and thanks to 
medical science giving us the covid vaccines and boosters, many of us will be 
looking forward to a safe family Christmas with all our close and extended family 
and friends. So I’d like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. May 2022 be a good year for you all. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke WI 
I was right! Colin Hill’s presentation “Dancing with Diana” at our September 
meeting was really entertaining. Interspersed with several snippets about 
members of the Royal family he came into contact with during his time as a Close 
Protection Officer. 

Since then we have had our AGM where the Committee were re-elected 
under the Presidency of Pat Grant. Thank you ladies for your commitment during 
this difficult year. The Committee cooked and served a delicious hot meal to help 
the business part of the meeting run smoothly. 

Now we can get out more, the WI trips organised by WI House in 
Northampton have been able to resume and four of our members, two of whom 
took their partners, went on a coach trip to the Arboretum in Leicestershire and 
enjoyed the experience. 

Our Crafty Chatter meetings are back up and running and we spent a 
pleasant afternoon crafting and putting the world to rights. These meetings are a 
good opportunity for a chat, it is not essential to bring a craft. 
The first of our fund raising events took place on Wednesday 19th October when 
Steve Pateman gave a talk on “Kinky Boots”. We hope everybody who came 
enjoyed the evening. 

Next year’s programme is in the process of being organised but I do know that 
our first meeting in 2022 will comprise of a quiz.  These quizzes are very 
lighthearted so don’t be put off joining us. 

May we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year. 
Visitors and guests are always welcome at our meetings. There is a small charge 
for guests.  
For further information please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398  

Bugbrooke WI Events 
We had a very successful evening on 20th October when Steve Pateman of Kinky 
Boots fame visited the Community Centre. Around 80 people attended and from 
feedback received, an enjoyable evening was had by all. 

The Bugbrooke WI Christmas Fayre is planned for 20th November so will have 
taken place by the time you read this.  We hope that a lot of you will have attended and 
bought some of your Christmas gifts from the artisan stalls. 

Sue Egerton, Bugbrooke WI 
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Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout Group       
Cubs and Scouts, along with four leaders attended a PGL residential in 
September which for many of the cubs was their first time away from home. They 
got to try out many different activities including archery, abseiling, raft building, 
zip wire, giant swing and obstacle course. They also had a campfire and a quiz 
in the two evenings we were there. Many of them managed to score a bullseye 
at archery and overcame their fear of heights to take part in the activities. They 
worked together as a team to build a raft and enjoyed being chucked into the 
water by the instructor. They all demonstrated strong team work in helping and 
encouraging each other around the obstacle course. They all enjoyed the 
weekend and are looking forward to attending another residential in the near 
future. 
Beavers have enjoyed a variety of activities this term. They have participated in 
an observational canal walk and also located a geocache. They have had a 
session of tag rugby from one of the coaches from Bugbrooke rugby club and 
enjoyed a session of soft archery in the hut. They have learnt about the history of 
scouting through games and last week enjoyed making Halloween lanterns and 
making each other and the leaders into Egyptian mummies with toilet paper. 
 Cubs have been busy this term they have started their animal carers badge and 
hiked around Daventry country park to identify the wildlife that live there. The 
hike finished in the dark but they all came prepared with torches and enjoyed the 
hike. They were also introduced to a new game which they really enjoyed, hula 
hoop relay rock, paper scissors. One of the parents bought her giant snails and 
snakes along to the hut to talk about how to care for them and they all got to hold 
a snake including the leaders. Last night they practised for the new cubs 
investiture and worked together in their sixes to decide what to prepare for a hike 
in various weather conditions. They demonstrated some good teamwork and 
were very informative and knowledgeable on what to wear and take on a hike in 
various different weather conditions. 
Scouts have changed the day they meet. They now meet on a Tuesday at 7-
8.30pm. This term they have been completing their Athletics and sports 
enthusiast badge and have had a visit from The Cobblers who delivered a 
session around warm up and cool down games. They have also been working 
on the Astronomer badge and have built a model of the solar system using 
different size balls on the grass outside the hut. 
Meeting times 

Beavers  Age 6-8        Thursdays 6-7pm 
Cubs       Age 8-10.5    Mondays 6-7.30pm 
Scouts    Age 10.5-14  Tuesdays 7-8.30pm 
If your son or daughter would like to come and join the fun, learn new skills 

and make new friends you can contact myself on 07512765034 or email 
bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com. 

We are also looking for adults who also might like to help at sessions or on 
the executive committee. If you feel this may be you please contact us on the 
above numbers.  
 Sue Beckingham, Group Scout Leader 

mailto:bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com
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Scouts and cubs at their residential in  
September 

 
 
Beavers on their observational canal walk 
 
 
 
 
Scouts had a visit from the cobblers 
 
Cubs have started their animal carers badge 
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Harvest Festival  
Flowers in Bugbrooke 
Church. Pictures by 

Kaye Adams 
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Village Profile 
Maureen Hale - Retired Prison Chaplain, Member of St. 
Michael’s ministry team. 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? If not, where did you live 
before coming here? 
I was born in Kent many many years ago (1945) My father was 
in the Royal Marines at that time. When he came out of the 
R.M. he took a post of Prison Officer on the Isle of Sheppey, 
and so that is where I spent my childhood and went to school. 
In my late teens I moved to Surrey to work. I met and married my husband and 
had my two children there. We moved to Lincolnshire 1978 and I lived there until 
I moved to Bugbrooke in 2003. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. I was an only child but grew up with loving parents who always supported 
me in life.’Give your children roots and wings’ was my mother’s advice; I’ve tried 
to follow that in my life. 
Where did you go to school? 
On the Isle of Sheppey. It was a technical school which concentrated on 
practical skills as well as academic. I was happy there, but didn’t want to stay on 
into the Sixth Form. I said I didn’t want to be a teacher. I wanted to leave and get 
a job. I wanted to do hairdressing, which is what I did. 
So when did you change careers? 
When my children went to playgroup I became very involved with helping there 
and it was suggested to me that I should train as a teacher, which I did.  I trained 
at Shoreditch College in Craft, Design, Technology, and started to teach at a 
middle school in Weybridge. I loved it. One school I taught at in Lincolnshire was 
a small secondary school where I taught every subject except cooking and 
games. It was great fun. The headmaster had a wonderful sense of humour and 
promised to help me with teaching Physics (a bit of a struggle for me). 
When did your Christian faith become so central in your life? 
I was ill (a breakdown) and spent some time in recovery at a Christian Retreat. I 
then began to help there as they needed a Warden. I was thinking of taking up 
the job permanently, but then another opportunity came my way for a position 
which I knew was right for me. Work which God had called me to do. 
Which was? 
Prison ministry, first as Assistant Chaplain then Chaplain at Stocken Prison. I 
was there for 12 years before retiring. 
That’s not an easy job. What sort of prisoners did you have there? 
All sorts from lifers down to short term prisoners. All men. 
Were you afraid? 
No. Perhaps because of living close to the prison on Sheppey, and seeing 
prisoners every day I was used to having them around. They are like us, human 
beings but who have gone astray, often through no fault of their own and they 
deserve to be treated as such. We are not defined by what we have done; we all 
have the potential to change. 
What are you most proud of? 
My two wonderful children, Sean and Samantha and my three grandchildren. 
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You must be proud of how you were able to help the prisoners at Stocken? 
Not proud, but very privileged that I was able to liaise between prisoners and 
their families,  who also serve the sentence; also to work with officers to smooth 
and hopefully resolve some of the many problems that arose.  
Did you come across any great resistance to your offered help? 
Yes. Some men didn’t want my help at all, but they were respectful. We were a 
multi faith chaplaincy with other faith and denomination chaplains visiting 
regularly. I was one of three Anglican Chaplains. 
Do you have an ambition now? 
To see the Oberammergau Passion Play. I was booked to go last year, but the 
pandemic forced postponement. I’m hoping to go next year although it won’t be 
the same as the lovely Heather Wilson will not be leading the group. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
The village community spirit. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
Yes, I have an eclectic choice of music from classical through folk to heavy metal 
(introduced by my son). As far as sport goes, I was never a team player but did 
play tennis (not very well). Horses were my main love from an early age (I used 
to help at the local stables in exchange for extra rides). The children had ponies 
but I didn’t get my own horse until after the children had left home. I’ve always 
owned and loved dogs and used to compete in obedience competitions when I 
was younger. 
What or who do you admire most? 
The Celtic saints e.g. Patrick, David, Cuthbert, Aiden; I am drawn to their faith 
which involves every area of their lives. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
I wish I could have gone into the church and prison ministry much earlier. But 
God’s timing is perfect and I suppose I wouldn’t have been able to do such a 
good job without all the other experiences I’d been through. 
What is your favourite holiday destination? 
The Lake District and Cornwall. I love to be close to water. 
What is your favourite food? 
Chinese 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
The Bible. 
When was your happiest moment? 
When my two children were born. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Don’t beat yourself up for making mistakes, it’s part of life, everyone does it. The 
important thing is to learn from them. Know that you are unique, created and 
loved by God. You are never alone. 
 To quote Mark Twain, “Dance like nobody’s watching; love like you’ve never 
been hurt. Sing like nobody’s listening; live like it’s heaven on earth.” 
What in life is most important to you? 
My faith, family and friends. 
Interview by Pat Kent 
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Village Green 
Is there anybody out there? Do you ever get the feeling that you’re all alone in 
this?  

All around me are stories about the devastating effects of climate change 
and how we’re on track for greater than 1.5 degrees centigrade of warming – 
generally considered a ‘safe’ level (although at the current ~1.1 degree rise in 
global temperature, climate change is already proving deadly).  

This petrifies me. Every day I try not to think about what the future holds for 
my children. But what petrifies me even more is feeling that very few people truly 
understand the gravity of the situation and that nothing is really being done about 
it: politicians make promising noises but it’s increasingly obvious these are 
empty pledges, businesses are profiting from greenwashing, and the general 
public think someone else will solve it. Meanwhile, with every passing day of 
inaction, our planet…our home – our only home, is increasingly struggling to 
support human life.  

To me it seems perfectly appropriate to be worried about climate change – it 
is a direct threat to our personal safety, and as a mother it pains me to my core 
to acknowledge that my children will have to bear this threat much more acutely 
than I ever will. And yet, sometimes it feels like I’m the only parent who can see 
this. Sometimes it feels like I’m alone in my fear – in my ‘eco-anxiety’ in weighing 
up the carbon cost of my every action.  

Some days I just can’t see anyone else caring like I do, so I assume people 
think it’s purely government action that will solve the problem (spoiler: it won’t – 
we need collective action from individuals too) or that our actions don’t count 
when countries like China and India continue to burn coal at alarming rates (but 
the UK is one of the largest historical emitters of carbon dioxide and those 
emissions are still part of the problem so we have a moral obligation to act). 

But after being brave and starting conversations, I’ve come to realise that 
most others DO care and some ARE taking action, but those sustainable choices 
aren’t always obvious:  it’s difficult to show off your reduction in online tat-buying, 
turning the thermostat down or deleting thousands of emails – some sustainable 
actions are just not that glamorous! 

So I’m going to carry on reducing my meat and dairy consumption, leaving 
the car at home when I can, buying second hand, taking the train and most 
importantly educating myself on the most sustainable choices. It means that 
when my children realise the full extent of the problems we’ve left them with, that 
I’ll be able to look them in the eye knowing I did my best. 

If you can relate to my worries, please know that eco-anxiety is a ‘thing’. It’s 
not only real, but a reasonable response to the climate crisis especially in the 
face of apparent inaction all around us.  There are lots of places to seek help – if 
you are stuck, you can contact me via the links below.  Sometimes it’s helpful 
just to talk to someone who shares your concerns. 
Clare Slater 
Member of Climate Action – West Northamptonshire (Facebook: 
@climateactionwestnorthants) 
Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton https://www.facebook.com/
groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/ 

about:blank
about:blank


26 

 



27 

 



28 

 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from 
middle-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at 
Bugbrooke Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 
2.00pm (except for December, on the second Monday) and non-members are 
welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book 
and Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for Pleasure, Conversational French, 
Genealogy, ‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ German, Literature, Luncheon Club, 
My Kind of Music, Photography, Play-Reading and Scrabble. 
Monday 13th December at 2.00pm – ‘Capability Brown – Hero or Hooligan?’ by 
Michael Brown. Lancelot Brown was probably England’s most famous garden 
designer. Was he the vandal some say? After listening to Michael’s talk you can 
decide for yourself. 
Monday 24 January 2022 at 2.00pm – ‘Amazing Japan’ by Laura Malpas. 
Highlights of Japanese culture. Modern Tokyo meets ancient Kyoto, temples, 
shrines, gardens, castles, traditional guest bathhouses, geisha and of course the 
delicious food. 

For information about future meetings and for general enquiries, visit the 
website https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 
Roger Colbourne 

Help!       Girls needed for Bugbrooke Rangers 
Bugbrooke Rangers was formed over 30 years ago to allow  girls over 14 years 
old to continue their amazing Guiding experience. Due to lockdown we have 
been unable to recruit girls and will have to close if we can’t find more girls. We 
meet very informally once a fortnight and have great fun. At the moment we meet 
at the same time as the Guides in the café on a Thurs evening. Highlights 
include taking part in winter sleepouts, helping out with the younger members 
and the community, all kinds of adventures,  working for badges and many other 
fun things.  The girls have  opportunities to travel the world and develop their 
leadership skills. All of which gives them valuable life skills. 

If you would like to know more please ring Jane 830376 or Evie 
07341551893. 

Memories of School Days 
My first day at Infants School in the Cambridgeshire village of Stretham did not 
get off to a good start.  Until the summer of 1947 I had led a happy, grubby life 
but unfortunately the lady next door told me that a particular day was my “last 
day of freedom” which somehow seemed a threat.  Because my father was a fen 
drainage superintendent, we had to live down by the river where his engines 
were, a mile from the village.  In 1947 very few people had cars –  we certainly 
didn’t. I was by then too big to ride on a child seat on mother’s bike.  I could, and 
did, ride a tricycle but no way would I be able to ride the mile up the road to 
school, especially during the winter months. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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So, how to get a child to school?  Mother acquired a length of clothes line, 
tied it to the back forks of her bike and the handlebars of my tricycle and, for two 
years, towed me to and from school, me with my feet lifted off the pedals but 
helping with the steering.   Had there been any traffic on that road, it would have 
been impossible but we only shared it with the occasional herd of cows and 
perhaps a tractor which would politely draw off onto the verge for us. 

That first morning the teacher [amazingly there was only one, for all the 
village infants] took my tricycle away, but as for me, I was NOT going through 
those gates!  I hung onto the railings, so I am told, and screamed myself sick 
until the teacher came out again and said “Now come along, Diana” at which 
point I gave in and went with her.  I soon forgot my terror, though the school 
toilets were a negotiable hazard because our house only had a “family three 
holer” down the yard and learning about flush toilets took a little while!   School 
dinners were also a problem, because – though it may seem incredible – until 
then I had eaten with a set of utensils known as a “spoon and pusher” rather 
than a knife and fork, so I was continually chided for dropping food on the 
canteen floor. 

All in all, as I look back, it surprises me that I ever made it to adult life, but I 
imagine that many people of that age would have similar experiences. 
Diana Cockrill 

Santa 2021 
Hello girls & boys of all sizes and ages. 

Its only a few weeks to go before I visit 
Bugbrooke again. 

This year, Normal chaos is 
resumed.  The elves are ready to go and in 
fact are driving me insane with their excited 
antics.  

This year my tour of Bugbrooke will be 
on Friday 17th December starting around 
6.15-6.30.  The route will be the same as 
previous years.  

Unless rules dictate otherwise, the 
elves will be loaded up with plenty of treats 
to give away.   

My route will be posted on my Facebook page and various places around 
the village nearer the day.  Keep an eye out for me as I could be appearing 
elsewhere too!   
Merry Christmas  
SANTA 

Bugbrooke Community Café - Grant Applications 
Requested for 2021 
Under the constitution of the Café, it is the intention that any profits made after 
making necessary investments in equipment etc. and training will be donated, on 
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an annual basis, to local charities and other non-profit making organisations that 
support activities both in the local community and overseas. 

In spite of the effects of the pandemic, the Café has begun to recover well 
from the shutdown. As such, the Directors are confident of being able to make 
limited grants this year. 

They are, therefore, calling for applications for grants from local (i.e. 
Bugbrooke and immediately adjacent villages) organisations that support their 
communities. 

Note that under the terms of our constitution, no grants are available for 
religious organisations. 

Applications should be in the form below, and submitted to Phillippa Betts, 
Café Manageress, or emailed to: dave.clayson@gmail.com. 

The Directors reserve the right to issue grants as they believe will best meet 
the objectives stated in the constitution. They also reserve the right to issue 
grants above or below the amount requested in the applications received. 

The closing date for applications is Friday, 17th December.  
Application 
Organisation Name: 
Organisation’s Prime Activities: 
Grant Requested (£): 
What will any grant awarded be used for: 
Organisation contact details (email/tel no.): 

Please note that a report will need to be submitted once any grant monies have 
been used. Organisations that received grants in previous years are free to apply 
again. 

I take this opportunity to thank Phillippa and all volunteers for making the 
Cafe such a great success. 

Finally, thanks to all our customers for supporting the Café and enabling it 
to reinvest in our communities together with supporting projects in some of the 
poorest parts of the world. 
David Clayson, Chairman, Bugbrooke Café CIC 

Christmas Wrapping For Cynthia Spencer Hospice 
At this time of year wrapping Christmas gifts can be a time consuming task, 
especially when we are all busy.  Mary Berwick however is someone who enjoys 
being amongst the paper, ribbons and bows.  This year she has again decided to 
channel her enthusiasm for wrapping gifts into raising money for Cynthia 
Spencer Hospice. 

Mary will supply the paper, ribbons, bows and tags free of charge and is 
offering to wrap your Christmas gifts in return for a donation to Cynthia Spencer 
Hospice. You can contact Mary on 01604 830946 to arrange to drop your gifts off 
and write a tag for each one.  Mary will then contact you once your gifts are 
wrapped and ready for collection. 

All donations will be passed to Cynthia Spencer Hospice in the New Year 
and the amount raised will be published in the LINK. 
Brian Berwick 

about:blank
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Some of the damage 
that was caused by the 
Bugbrooke twister that 
came through on 31st 
October. 
Pictures by Christian 
Finley 
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Katie Louise Jenkins house 
ready for trick and treat  
visitors at Halloween 
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Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2022 
The Bugbrooke Birdwatch will take place on the weekend of 29th and 30th 
January 2022. As in previous years the tally forms will be available at Petstop 
and also online at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk early in January. If you participated 
last year, you should receive one during the week before the event. The 7th 
February will be the deadline for returning the forms to 1 Browns Yard. I do hope 
you will join in as the more information we get, the more it gives us a snapshot of 
the health of bird life in the village. 
Margaret Cooke. 

Easter 1944, School 
Over my early years of growing up, and experiencing seeing some of those that 
were a bit older than me, beginning their education at Bugbrooke School. 

Many a time I had sat outside on the double kerbing, wishing that I was in 
there with them. 

But come Easter 1944, it was to be my turn and time to start, at the time I 
really looked forward to going, but I was in for a shock of my young life, I was 
taken along by mother with my Mickey Mouse Gas Mask, a thing that had to be 
carried with you at all times, due to the War that at the time was still raging. 

I was to start in Miss Wright’s Infants Class; she was dressed in black with 
an ankle length dress, her hair was done up in bunches at the sides like 
earphones, she had a belt with keys etc, hanging from it, for as she walked back 
and forth between our desks they would jangle and make a noise, her high 
heeled shoes had funny buttons up the fronts of them, not laces like normal 
shoes had. 

Before this first day was over, I was to receive so many rappings across my 
knuckles from her with a ruler, that made the back of my hand and fingers bleed, 
it seemed as though she was never going to stop, for me the pain was terrible, I 
think it was the very first time I remember being hit, they had to fetch Gwenn my 
eldest sister from her Nanny duties at the Manor to try and calm me down, for I 
really thought and wondered what I had done wrong to be treated in such a way, 
I was to learn later on it was because I was left handed, and I had got to write 
with my right hand and not my left! 

I thought that the place was more like a prison than a school, for on the 
days we went to Sunday school at Bugbrooke Chapel, there was a picture 
hanging on the wall of a man in a prison cell, he was on his knees praying, the 
window to this prison had a cross within it, and was about the same as the 
school windows, hence me thinking like I did at the time. 

Talk about being knocked into shape, it seemed relentless, what with 
learning our first letters of the Alphabet, along with reciting the lowest times 
tables whilst wearing a Gas Mask, what with the lenses misting up, so one could 
not see the blackboard clearly, of what she was pointing at with her long stick, 
while demanding an answer from you at a certain stage within the times tables, 
followed by another pasting. 

Miss Wright herself did not wear her Gas Mask whilst teaching us, and at 
one time due to not being able to see out of my Gas Mask lenses, I asked to take 
it off in order to clean and clear the lenses, but due to the muffled noise I made 
when requesting to do so, she thought that I wanted to go to the toilet, I was 

http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk
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yanked out from out behind my desk by ear, and out the class-room door into the 
playground and told to hurry up. 

I did go up to the toilets at the top of the playground, but on the way there 
and back I took off my Gas Mask to see where I was going, along with clearing 
the lenses. 

When getting back in class I was to receive the cane for taking it off, I 
thought my fingers were going to drop off, yet again the pain and the throbbing 
from it was unbelievable. 

It was times like this, I wished I was back outside, or roaming about over on 
Mr Campion’s farm with all the animals, for they showed you affection, especially 
the dogs when with them. 

I seemed to only get a cold reception with no warmth from (Kate Wright) the 
teacher. 

This harsh treatment used to give me nightmares and bad dreams, 
especially during the night times while in bed, it got so bad I dreaded going to the 
place, there were many times when they had to drag me kicking and screaming 
to the place, instead of looking forward to being there and learning. 
Stan Clarke 

Cleaner Required 
The Community Centre have a vacancy for a cleaner to work minimum 14 hours 
per week, cleaning and opening and closing for some of the hires.  Apply to 
Julianne Field on 01604 832834. 

Direct Hit on the Church Spire 
In July 1940 Germany had decided to invade Britain and the feared Luftwaffe 
was intent on wiping out the Royal Air Force. It was about this time that the 
14th century spire of Bugbrooke Church received a direct hit, but not from a Nazi 
bomb. Ironically it was an act of God, a lightning strike, which brought down the 
top half of the spire, leading to a narrow escape for a parishioner. 

The incident made the front page of the Northampton Mercury & Herald with 
pictures and the headlines “£1,000 storm damage to church; Woman’s narrow 
escape at Bugbrooke”. 

The M&H reported: “Bugbrooke is without its Rector, its sexton, and the use 
of its church. 

The Rector, the Rev C L Harrison, has joined the Royal Air Force as a 
chaplain, Mr S Robinson, the sexton, has been called to the Colours; and the 
church is closed as a result of a storm.  

Damage, assessed at over £1,000, was done when the church was struck 
by lightning. The lightning struck the south side of the steeple and tower, doing 
damage as far down as the clock face. The clock face was dislodged, while the 
whole of the electrical apparatus for blowing the organ was put out of action. 

From the steeple a considerable quantity of masonry was dislodged and 
thrown, together with the weather vane, into the churchyard. 

The small Angelus bell was thrown on to the roof of the belfry, and it is 
feared that some of the other bells will have to be re-hung. Several fragments of 
masonry fell on to the nave. 

Mrs Clarke, who was tending her husband’s grave, had a narrow escape. 
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The grave is on the south side of the tower, and, as she was clipping the grass, a 
piece of masonry weighing about half a hundredweight (25kg) fell in front of her as 
she knelt and struck the middle of the grave. The stone embedded itself about a 
foot deep. 

Mrs Clarke was unhurt but suffered severely from shock. She crawled on her 
hands and knees to the belfry door, where a little boy was sheltering. Help had to 
be procured before she could get home. 

Mr A R Heygate immediately reported the damage to the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners, with whom the Church Council insure the church and its contents. 

On Monday the Commissioners sent down their surveyor Mr L J Wallace 
Jarvis, who assessed the damage at over £1,000 (about £60,000 at today’s 
prices). 

His report was presented at a meeting of the Church Council on Wednesday 
evening, when the council was informed that the whole of the damage would be 
borne by the Commissioners. 

The work of restoration has been placed in the hands of Henry Martin Ltd, of 
Northampton. 

Services will be held in the church school, and the Rev N Mortimer, Rector of 
Stowe-Nine-Churches, will officiate.” 

There is now no trace of the grave of Mrs Clarke’s husband on the south side 
of the tower but, in the right light, the keen-eyed will be able to make out a subtle 
change in the colour of the stone towards the top of the spire where Mr Martin and 
his team replaced the masonry. 
Peter Clarke 

OAP Gift Scheme 
The vouchers will be delivered to those who applied at the beginning of December. 
As stated in the October issue of LINK any applications received after the 31st 
October will not be accepted. 

The committee would like to wish everyone a peaceful and Happy Christmas. 
Nigel Burt 

 
 

 

From the  
Mercury and 

Herald August 
2nd1940 
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Diary   

December   

3 19:30 Friends of St Michaels - Wine Tasting CC 

5 16:00 ‘Tree of Light Service’ Ch 

6 19:30 WI - Sara Pateman - Handmade chocolates Demonstration CC 

8 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

13 14:00 U3A - ‘Capability Brown – Hero or Hooligan?’ by Michael Brown  CC 

13 19:30 Parish Council CC 

15 12:30 Wednesday Club - Christmas Lunch (Pre-booked) SS 

17  
Bugbrooke Community Café - Closing date for 2021 Grant 

Applications   
 

17 18:15 Start of Santa’s tour of Bugbrooke  

January   

10 19:30 Parish Council CC 

24 14:00 U3A - ‘Amazing Japan’ by Laura Malpas  CC 

29/  Bugbrooke Bird Watch weekend  

February 

2 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

Bugbrooke Church  Mondays 10-12 Noon, Open for refreshments 

Bugbrooke Family Morning, Term Time Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

CC - Community Centre Ch - St Michael’s Church SS - Sunday School 
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