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I really enjoy reading Nature Notes and learning about the 
flora and animals that can be found in the village and 
surrounding area. It is always lovely to hear birdsong 
although the ‘dawn chorus’ is getting started very early as we 
head towards the longest day in June! 
 It’s also great to hear the voices shouting encouragement from the rugby 
pitches, the strike of a ball on a cricket bat, the murmur of congratulation and 
occasional frustration with a wayward shot at the Bowls Club. 
 As well as these more visible and audible signs outdoors, I’m hopeful behind 
the scenes action that has focussed on survival can now be directed to allowing 
clubs and societies to get going again for the benefit of individuals and the village. 
 Please do whatever you can to support the great variety of activities in 
Bugbrooke and of course let us know what you’re doing so that we can include your 
text and images in future issues of this magazine. 
 The LINK AGM will be on Thursday 8th July 2021 at 4:30pm in the garden of 
31 Pilgrims Lane. 
 The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 5th 
July 2021, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that our preferred 
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way of receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com.  

Correction from PCSO Matthew Taylor     
I read in the Bugbrooke LINK recently that if people wanted to contact the Police to 
call 101 and ask for Matt Taylor. Can I ask that reference is removed - it should say: 
    999 in an emergency, or 
   101 for non-urgent matter or online at www.northants.police.uk. 
 We have an issue, firstly there are two of us and our switchboard sometimes 
struggles to differentiate between the two. We also need to ensure incidents are 
being reported rather than being left on mine or my colleague’s voicemail and 
sometimes these need to be of a timely manner. Also we need to ensure the 
appropriate resources are sent to an incident, in some cases a Police Officer might 
be appropriate. I will review ALL incidents and occurrence when I 
return to duty. 
PCSO Matthew Taylor 

 
I am the Good Shepherd  
Since arriving in this part of God’s wonderful Kingdom back in 2006 
the closest I’d got to sheep was on a plate with mint sauce! 
Nevertheless, after seeing lambs born and all the hard and caring 
work around sheep, I’m a little more informed! 
 However, sheep were cared for very differently in the Israel of biblical times. 
With wolves, lions and jackals roaming around, sheep needed a shepherd to be 
watching them day and night. Also, with green grass in short supply, sheep could not 
be left to fend for themselves but needed to be led to fresh grass daily. The 
relationship between sheep and shepherd was therefore much closer than we might 
imagine.  
 Ann Spangler, in her book ‘Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus’, describes three 
shepherds in modern-day Bethlehem stopping for a chat as they led their separate 
flocks to fresh pasture. As they talked, their sheep mingled and soon the three flocks 
had become completely indistinguishable. To an outsider there would seem to be no 
way these shepherds would ever be able to work out which of the sheep belonged to 
them. Yet these men were completely unfazed! As soon as they had finished talking, 
they simply called out to their flocks. Each sheep recognised their own shepherd’s 
voice and immediately they began to separate themselves out into three flocks again 
and follow their shepherd.  
 Comprehending how close the bond was between sheep and shepherd will 
help us better to understand when Jesus calls himself ‘The Good Shepherd.’ 
 Jesus contrasted himself with hired-hands who were paid to look after sheep. 
As these hired-hands did not actually own the sheep, they cared little about them: 
they only looked after them for the money. Therefore, it would be very unlikely for a 
hired-hand to risk their life for the flock. Few of them would be prepared to fight off 
wild beasts and defend the sheep with their clubs as a shepherd who owned them 
would. They would be more likely to run off and abandon the flock to the wolves.  
 However, Jesus said he was like a good shepherd, prepared to die for his 
sheep, and he emphasised this was something he did willingly: Christ’s death was a 
choice made from love, not something he was forced into. 
 Jesus also brought out his likeness to a good shepherd in the intimate 
knowledge he has of his sheep and the complete trust they have in him. A good 
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shepherd would know exactly how many sheep he had and be able to identify every 
one of them. Similarly, the sheep would know the voice of their shepherd and follow 
him when he called.  
 How do we view our relationship with God? Is it like the biblical picture of a 
shepherd and his sheep or is it more the way most modern urban dwellers would see 
the role? For instance, do we feel God looks upon us rather as we may look at a flock 
of sheep, not really being able to tell one animal from another? If we do, then this is 
unbiblical: Jesus’ picture of a shepherd shows he knows each one of us intimately. 
 Do we feel like sheep left to wander around a vast field with no sign of the 
shepherd anywhere in sight? Jesus is walking alongside us daily. Like a good 
shepherd, he is always there to guide us and wants us to follow his voice. 
 Perhaps we feel in danger and are afraid, that God, like the hired-hands, has 
left us alone to fend for ourselves. The biblical picture is very different. It shows us 
that Jesus will not leave us to face danger alone. He loves each one of us so very 
much that he was prepared to die to save every single one of his flock. 
 When times are tough and we do not feel God is close, we need to remind 
ourselves of this biblical truth and hold on by faith to the picture Jesus presents of a 
loving shepherd who knows, loves, guides and protects each and everyone one of 
us. 
Stephen French, Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe   
 
The Link would like to apologise to Stephen for the error which crept into the April 
issue. The last line in the fourth paragraph should have read: 

'As I write these words the first two haven't happened, and injustice and inequality 
still exist, which means I'm still angry!' 

 
Church Flower arrangements 
Having spoken to Stephen today, May 10th, I can confirm that the flower 
arrangement for our church will not be continued until the church is opened daily.  
 Thank you to all the many volunteers for your continuing support, hopefully we 
shall soon be back to normal. 
Kaye Adams 

 
Bugbrooke History Group   
Another two Zooms in March and April have given us two great presentations. In 
March, Councillor Mike Arnold told us fascinating facts about the history of Daventry. 
We were taken back to the times when coaching inns made up most of the town. 
Daventry was a stage for the stagecoaches travelling north-south. Stabling had to be 
available for all the horses, up to over 200, as they rested before moving on again. 
 As soon as the railway was built the stagecoach business ceased. Very 
interesting to find out how the gentlemen of Daventry made their money before the 
radio stations were built, and when farmers regularly drove their animals through the 
town. Many thanks to Mike for opening our eyes to history on our doorstep. As soon 
as we are able we shall be visiting the Daventry Museum to find out more.  
 In April we visited Canons Ashby with Geoff Cooke who gave a very 
professional presentation about the history of the house, priory and surrounding 
area. The first sign of building in the area is a Roman Villa. And then a medieval 
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settlement. 16 properties made up the village. By 1344 there is evidence of 60 
properties and a population of about 300 people, a substantial village, which spread 
along the road. The priory, a small part of which remains, was set up in 1150. It was 
Augustinian comprising of a prior and ten canons. Undoubtably this is where the 
villagers would have found work. After the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry 
VIII the estate was taken over by Francis Bryan and then the Dryden family who have 
retained an interest in it ever since. They now have an apartment there. The original 
farmhouse building with a barn was developed and added to by Erasmus and John 
Dryden, Geoff explained the various additions to the building and it was clear to see 
how the present house has evolved. Thanks, Geoff, for a fabulous talk. 
 We have a presentation by the commonwealth War Graves Commission in 
May and a walk round Stowe Landscape Gardens in June (in the open air). 
 Following April’s edition of Link several people asked to be included in the 
History Group’s Zoom talks. I am sure I made a note of your e-mail addresses 
somewhere (don’t know where). If you haven’t heard from me and would like to, 
please let me know. 
Pat Kent, secretary, e-mail: frksp6@gmail.com   
 
Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
At the time of writing, I am still unable to say when we will be holding an AGM or 
putting on any of our customary fund-raising social events. I am hoping to have more 
news of that by the next Link. 
 On Saturday 1st May, Jane Causebrook and Catherine Parry organised a  
pop-up stall outside the Community Café selling home grown plants and home- 
made cakes. The display of plants was remarkably impressive, and altogether the 
sale made very nearly £400. This was shared between the Café and the Friends, 
with Friends getting 75%. Enormous thanks to Jane and Catherine, and to everyone 
who donated plants and cakes. Another pop-up sale may be held later when 
seedlings of other plants have grown a bit. 
 The purpose of Friends is to raise money for the upkeep of the village’s 
historic church. There is no need to be a church-goer to become a member of 
Friends (at an annual subscription of just £5 per person). If you are not already a 
member but are interested in becoming one, please contact me (on 01604 830933) 
or our Treasurer Tony Pace (on 01604 832516). 
Jim Inch   
 
Bugbrooke Live Quiz    
I just want to give Simon Willers a big shout out for all the hard work he put in over 
the lockdowns entertaining us with his FB quiz, a little normality in difficult times was 
most appreciated and something to look forward to. I am sure I say this on behalf of 
everyone that took part. ‘Thank you Simon’. 
Anne Jenkins   
 
Bugbrooke Charities  
Your daughter needs a new musical instrument to progress with her musical studies; 
your son needs to attend a course on mountaineering or sailing; you need equipment 
to continue your charitable work. There might be financial help available by the 
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Bugbrooke Charities. 
1. Relief in Need 
Originally founded to provide ‘Bread’ for poor widows in the parish who attended 
‘Divine Service’ and stayed for the sermon! This practice ended at the start of the 
Second World War. 
 Now sums are applied to individual needs, for example, provision of school 
uniform, and support to the OAPs outings or Christmas Appeal. 
Limited funds each year; income about £25. 
2. Advancement in Life 
Originally founded to support the ‘apprenticing’ of village lads, for example provision 
of tools and training. Now sums applied to support students from Bugbrooke who 
make study trips abroad or require books or equipment for further education. 
Limited funds each year; income about £200. 
 In 1980 four charities available to residents in the Parish of Bugbrooke were 
brought together by the Charity Commission. The original charities were established 
in 1826 except for one which was dated 1633. 
 The assets of these charities were invested in the Charities Investment Fund 
managed for the Charities Commissioners for England and Wales. 
 The Trustees who administer the Charities locally should be five competent 
persons. Two are appointed by the Parish Council, but do not need to be members of 
the Council. 
 Please Note: To receive help in this way you must be resident in the Parish of 
Bugbrooke. 
 Contact Bugbrooke Parish Council for further information. 
Alan Kent, treasurer of Bugbrooke Charities   
 
The Wednesday Club 
It has seemed a long time since our last meeting in February 2020 but we have 
managed to keep in touch with all our members. The good news is that, if all goes 
well with the Government’s unlocking programme, we are planning to welcome 
everyone back for an afternoon tea party in the garden (weather permitting) on 
Wednesday 23rd June at 2pm. Transport arrangements, as normal, have been 
made. Members will be contacted nearer the time. 
 New members are also welcome and if anyone would like to join the club, or 
would like more information about our activities, please contact Linda Pope on 07843 
768228 or Shirley Richards on 07979 623950. 
 We look forward to seeing everyone again. 
Linda, Shirley and Helpers   
 
Village Green   
I hope you are all enjoying the warmer weather and our increasing freedom from 
COVID restrictions. I’m loving spending more time outdoors and doing things around 
the garden, however one thing I won’t be doing much of this year is mowing the lawn. 
At the time of writing, I am embarking on a challenge to not mow the lawn for the 
whole of May, to help bees, butterflies and other wildlife thrive. I’m also looking at 
other ways to garden more sustainably so that I don’t undo the positive 
environmental impact of gardening. 
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 The collective area of our gardens is greater than that of all the nature 
reserves in the UK, so our gardens can have a massive contribution to our wildlife 
and biodiversity. As well as providing a sanctuary for wildlife, the way we garden 
can also have an impact on carbon emissions and water use. Soil is a huge carbon 
store, so disturbing the soil as little as possible (the principle behind no-dig 
gardening) reduces the release of carbon into the atmosphere. Also, being less tidy 
in the garden overall provides shelter and nourishment for wildlife – perfect for those 
gardeners who are short on time! 
 Here is a list of things that can help your garden have a positive impact on 
the environment: 

 Mow less frequently, and leave some areas of grass to grow long and go wild to 
increase the biodiversity on your lawn and also lower carbon emissions from 
mowing (one hour mowing with a petrol mower is as polluting as driving 93 
miles in a car). 

 Choose peat-free compost and buy plants grown in peat-free compost. Peat 
bogs are a major carbon store and digging them up to use peat in compost 
releases huge amounts of carbon into the atmosphere. 

 Encourage pollinators by growing native plants. 

 Go organic, using natural pest control and fertilizers instead of harmful 
pesticides that can kill vital pollinators. 

 Create a wildlife area. A pile of sticks, leaves or other garden trimmings left in a 
corner can provide shelter for all sorts of wildlife. Even a tiny pond will welcome 
a wider variety of species to your garden (remember to include sloping sides or 
stones to help hedgehogs to climb out). 

 Contribute to a hedgehog highway. Make holes at the base of your fences to 
allow hedgehogs to roam from garden to garden – they have a large territory. 

 Provide food and water for birds. 

 Try growing your own vegetables. Even a pot of your favourite herb to get 
started helps with reducing food miles and plastic waste. 

 Recycle rainwater using a water butt. I also use the childrens’ half-drunk water 
bottles to water plants. 

 Embrace the weeds and a lazier approach to gardening in general. Dandelions 
get a bad press but they are a vital early source of nectar for bees. 

 For more information on #NoMowMay visit www.plantlife.org.uk and to find 
out more about how to create a wildlife garden visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
features/nine-ways-to-build-a-wildlife-friendly-garden. 
 If you’d like to know more about low carbon gardening, there’s some great 
advice from gardening journalist and author Sally Nex at sallynex.com/home/.  
Clare Slater - Member of Climate Action – West Northamptonshire  
(Facebook: @climateactionwestnorthants) 
Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton  
facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/   
 
Bugbrooke Brownies 
What a year it has been, thank you to those girls (and parents) that have stuck with 
us. It’s been a new adventure for all of us learning the magic of Zoom……. 
 The girls have still been having lots of fun, even though we are not meeting, 



16 

 



17 

 

Easter Nest Making over Zoom  

SMILE on YouTube, fun weekend had by all  

Zoe doing her Promise 

Report on Page 15 

Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout 

group with PCSOs Matt and Jen 

learning about personal and road 

safety and enjoying a camp fire. 

Report on Page 21 
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Having watched Monty on Gardening World, 
April 30th, and taking his advise to not cut our 
lawns too short and too often as it helps the 
bees and insects collect their pollen, Kaye 
Adams decided to leave a patch of daisies. As 
a result this enormous (about 10 feet square) 
patch of beautiful daisies is what she has 

Bowls at Bugbrooke Community Centre 
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they have been earning lots of badges, new girls have been enrolled and those who 
have turned 10 have moved onto Guides, with two of those gaining their Gold 
Awards. 
 We have had to adapt our Guiding Programme to work over Zoom and the 
girls have taken these changes in their stride. Well done, girls! We are so proud of all 
of you. 
 We have taken part in regional and local challenges, two of the stand out 
ones, are the Coronavirus Isolation Challenge which we did at the beginning of the 
lockdown, so many activities that the girls could do (eg build a coronavirus bug, 
design a board game, plan trips, messy activities) and then for Thinking Day (22nd 
February) Girlguiding Midlands put on SMILE for the weekend, we had dance/
laughing yoga lessons, talks from Army/Navy, craft sessions, chocolate pizza making 
and finished off with the whole of the midlands region re-doing their Promise online. 
 Fingers crossed that, restrictions allowing, we will be able to meet face to face 
after May Half Term.  
 On behalf of all the Brownies I would like to say one big Thank You to Anna 
(Polar Bear) she has done so much towards keeping the programme and zoom 
running. You’re a super star!   
 If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7, and you would like to put her name 
on our waiting list please email us at bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com.  We meet on 
a Monday night 5:30-7 and Tuesday night 6-7:30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell) 

 
Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout group  
All sections of the scout group have been able to meet back face-to-face outdoors 
and it has been lovely to see so many of the young people back and to welcome new 
members to all sections. Some of the Beavers had started the section in lockdown, 
over Zoom, so it was lovely to see them in person. We have managed to dodge the 
rain although it has been cold on many occasions so coats and plenty of activities to 
keep warm have been necessary. 
 Beavers aged 5 years 9 months - 8 years meet on Thursdays 6-7pm 
 Cubs 7 years 9 months -10 years 6 months meet Mondays 6-7:30pm 
 Scouts 10 years 6 months -14 years meet Mondays 7-8:30pm (this will revert 
back to 7:30-9pm once they are meeting indoors again). 
 To arrange a trial session or find out a bit more about scouting please contact 
Sue Beckingham (Group Scout leader) on 07512 765034 or take a look at our 
Facebook page and message the group. We do currently have a waiting list for the 
Beaver section. 
 Also, if any adult would like to come along and join in the fun and help the 
leadership team you can contact us as stated above. We have many different roles 
that you could assist in. 
 If there are any young people in the village looking for a voluntary role to fulfil 
the requirements of the Duke of Edinburgh Award, please contact us as we have 
helped many young people to gain this award. 
Beavers 
Beavers have enjoyed meeting face-to-face again and so have the leaders. We have 
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welcomed several new beavers as we have had a few beavers move onto cubs. In 
true scout style we have embraced the weather and kept warm by activities planned 
for the weather conditions. We recently had a visit from Christie from Move with 
Christie who led a session on Muay Thai which the Beavers thoroughly enjoyed. We 
also had a visit from PCSOs Matt and Jen who led a session on personal and road 
safety helping the Beavers complete several requirements of their safety badge. 
Next week Beavers will be participating in a water safety session. They had a night of 
fun and games learning about scouting history and their promise and what it means. 
The new beavers will be invested in a few weeks time. 
Cubs 
Cubs have also enjoyed meeting face to face. Several members have decided to re-
join and we have welcomed new members, some who have moved on from Beavers 
and others who are completely new to scouting. Cubs have already completed badge 
work and all have achieved their cyclist badge and are working towards home, fire 
and road safety which they started on Monday. They also had a joint camp fire with 
the scouts and were shown how to safely light a fire and then had a go at lighting it. 
They cooked bananas with chocolate and toasted marshmallows. The evening 
finished with them singing some camp fire songs. 
Scouts 
Scouts at Bugbrooke started back in April, with much enthusiasm from leaders and 
children alike - everyone has enjoyed spending time together face-to-face again. The 
pack has had to meet outside, but that hasn't stopped the fun! Since coming back, 
the scouts have enjoyed a murder mystery; an evening of cooking chocolate 
bananas and marshmallows on the open fire; stone balancing and plenty of games of 
football and dodgeball. 
 With lots more activities planned for the rest of term including a village 
treasure hunt and a hike, the children will have the chance to work towards badges 
as well as learning new skills. 
 Numbers of the scout troop have increased a little since before COVID, but we 
still have spaces so we are on the lookout for new members! If you have a son or 
daughter aged 10½ to 14 years, please contact Sue Beckingham on 07512 765034 
to arrange a trial session so they can give it a go and see if they like it.   
 
Bugbrooke Guides      
Bugbrooke Guides have continued to meet online and it’s been lovely to see so 
many Guides joining in each week! Over the past few months we have completed 
badges, cooked pizzas, played games, and made bracelets of the solar system! We 
have another cook-along planned for a pasta evening. It’s great to see the Guides 
cooking for their families! 
 We are looking forward to gradually returning to meeting in-person, with crafts, 
cooking, badges and much more planned in for the summer term. I’d like to thank the 
Guides, parents and leaders for all of their continued support! 
 We will have spaces available in September, if your daughter would like to join 
our waiting list, please email bugbrookeguides@gmail.com. 
Helen Chick  
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Bugbrooke WI 
Our monthly meetings are still held on Zoom but we are hoping that we will soon be 
able to meet in person. Maybe outdoors during the summer months. 
 We have had very good speakers for our last two meetings. In early March, 
Alison Bristo gave a very informative talk on orangutans and their endangered 
environment due to deforestation and the illegal pet trade. At the end of March, 
Sarah Slater, a tour guide at Hampton Court, told us about her work there and the 
history and stories of the many ghosts believed to haunt the palace. I should imagine 
her tours are quite scary as they take place at night. 
 We members had a lovely surprise at Easter when we received a card and a 
small gift. These gestures by the Committee are very much appreciated and help us 
to feel connected while it is not possible to gather together. 
 The Northampton Federation are still working hard arranging Zoom meetings 
and classes on various subjects and some of our members have attended these and 
enjoyed the experience and the chance to learn new skills. 
 In May, we have another intriguing speaker, Chris Wall, whose talk is entitled 
“Chris Reads Minds” (let’s hope ours are clean!). 
 New members are always welcome, for more information please contact Pat 
Grant on 01604 317398. 
Brenda Astell 

Bugbrooke WI  -  Exciting Events 
Dates for your diaries 
We have planned two exciting events and hope you will all come along. 
These events are open to everyone. 

Kinky Boots 
Wednesday 20th October 2021 at Bugbrooke Community Centre 7:30pm 
Come and hear the real story behind the famous Kinky Boots as told to us by Steve 
Pateman, Tickets will be available in early September. 

WI Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 20th November 2021 at Bugbrooke Community Centre 2pm 
An exciting event with lots of artisan food and craft stalls as well as a visit from 
Father Christmas, face painting, tombola, raffle, mulled wine, mince pies, tea and 
coffee and of course (it is the WI after all) lots of delicious cakes. 

Look out for more details of these events in the August Link. 
Sue Egerton, Bugbrooke WI  

 
Nature Notes 
As I write on the 1st May, we are all hoping that we will have some decent rain for the 
crops in the fields, our allotments, and gardens. March was cold and April appears to 
have broken all the records, driest since 2nd April 1862, frostiest, and sunniest. So 
quite challenging for farmers and gardeners who are crying out for rain and yet it 
doesn’t seem many months ago that we were all saying we’d seen enough rain! But 
as I’ve said many times, nature has a way of compensating for any shortcomings, 
and hopefully, things will even out. 
 I’ve been surprised to hear early reportings of the swallows arriving this year, 
although I’ve not yet seen one personally. I’m unsure of the reason for them arriving 



26 

 



27 

 

early as it is still cold for the time of the year and 
therefore fewer insects. Apparently, they do the 8,000-
mile journey, having spent winter in Africa, where food 
is plentiful for them. I was surprised to read that they 
can travel 200 miles in a day and can take as little as 40 
days to reach their destination. Apparently, the summer 
months here are perfect for them as there are plenty of 
insects on farmland, fields and meadows. So I hope the 
cold spring hasn’t been a problem this year. 
 I was sad to read that there is hare poaching still 
going on in this area. I know poaching has gone on for 
centuries but brown hares are now endangered. Hares 
live above ground and if chased, have nowhere to hide. 
It is a cruel sport as they’re sprinters, not long-distance 
runners and they stand no chance when up against 
hounds that can run all day. 
 I understand that tulips (originally cultivated in the hills of Turkey and then 
imported to Holland) don’t mind the cold weather and I’ve noticed that mine have 
been particularly good this year despite the bad weather. 
 I’ve been watching a couple of robins building a nest in an ivy-clad wall this 
morning. I had to stand (very still) for some time before they would reveal the 
location. I needed to know as I’ve found in the past they like to build low to the 
ground and often, uncannily, the same height as our retriever’s head. Fortunately, 
they’ve chosen to rear their family in the front garden (where he’s never 
unaccompanied). Nevertheless, it’s always good to know where they are nesting to 
make sure he doesn’t pop his nose in there out of curiosity - it wouldn’t be the first 
time! 
Pamela Cox 

Village Profile 
Stanley Clark - Retired Judo Trainer, writer and artist  
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born the fourth child of seven to Agnes and Walter Clark, Easter Sunday 
morning, 1939 in the three story cottage that stands opposite Bugbrooke’s Old 
Village Hall. We moved to No 6 (now 41) Gayton Rd, Camp Hill in 1944, National 
Service in Singapore and Malaya, 1958 to 60. I married Maureen in 1961 and we 
lived in a small cottage at the end of Wheel Pits Lane, West End, before moving into 
a council flat in Chipsey Ave, followed by Carrs Way in Harpole, the village of my 
wife’s birth. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
In my early youth I loved spending time with Mr Philip Campion on his farm, paddling 
and catching minnows in the brook, or being up in the hills of Bugbrooke Downs 
admiring the views, as well as sledging down them in the winter months, not 
forgetting train spotting with my Allan book and canal boat spotting. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
I was quite contented with myself and happy apart from experiencing the isolation 
from other children of my own age after sister Myra lost her life with diphtheria during 
the 2nd World War and brother Sid also suffered the disease. In 1944 when I started 
school I was always being punished. I was left-handed and forced to use my right 
hand. I was beaten on hands, legs and backside.  

Stan at his desk 
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Do you enjoy music and sport? 
I have always loved music, cycling, and sport. I taught myself how to play a mouth 
organ at a very early age, as well as playing the accordion. Miss Campion used to let 
me run through the scales with the harmonium in Sunday School. The Rev. Charles 
Harrison persuaded me to join the Church Lads Brigade along with playing a bugle in 
its band.  
 I played football in the school team and loved having boxing lessons from Mr 
Fred Curtis in the Chapel Youth Club, followed by being a light middleweight champion 
when serving in the army. 
 With encouragement from Aubrey Howard to join Northampton Judo Club in 
Silver Street, under the watchful eye of Mr Frank Patching, I became one of the first 
from the county to obtain a British Judo Association 1st Dan Degree (Black Belt) and 
Coach Award. 
 I always loved running such as middle distance, mile and half mile. I ran a mile 
in Nee Soon, Singapore (while doing National Service), in 4.03mins, and equalled the 
world record for half mile in under two mins. I also won cups for high diving. 
Tell us more about National Service. 
It was to be the best thing in a long time that happened to me. I was called up into the 
5th Royal Lancers Tank Regiment at Catterick Camp Yorkshire on November 6th 1958. 
Half of us were sent to Blenheim Barracks, Aldershot into the Royal Army Service 
Corps and the rest into the Military Police. It was the first time since leaving school I 
had a proper full English breakfast every morning and a bed on my own and mountains 
of clothing and equipment. March 1959 I was posted to Singapore and Malaya, taken 
there by ship, the Nevasa, (a journey of 5 weeks) to a massive Supply Depot, where 
due to Martial Art skills I carried out escort duties to senior officers and families and 
VIPs. Amongst others I met Hans and Lottie Hass (famous divers) who started me sub-
aqua diving.  
 I was given an education without being knocked about and punished. I had 
paramedic training and Military Police training and did despatch riding on a motorbike 
all round Singapore Island and southern Malaya in all weathers. I picked up the 
language there quickly and stayed until the end of my National Service. 
What was your job when you came home? 
It was difficult. Wards, where I worked before, were not making wooden ladders so I 
had several other jobs including working for Amneys Asphalt, erecting bullock fencing, 
working on the M1, helping to dismantle redundant electric pylons with John Gilkes, 
grass mowing, garden ornament making, and then when I qualified as a coach I 
instructed Judo at many Upper Schools in Northampton. I visited two schools each day, 
plus evening classes. I instructed at Northampton Sub Aqua Club and also diving. I 
kept up my grass mowing contract and fund raising on my Penny Farthing bike. 
What are you most proud of? 
Getting married to Maureen and raising a family together. Also taking part on television 
stage and carnivals, entertaining folk while riding many types of trick cycles, especially 
alongside the Higginson Troup, while raising money for charities. 
Where did you meet Maureen? 
Harpole Youth Club in 1956. 
When was your happiest moment? 
Apart from experiencing being with Maureen when our children were born, it was 
seeing the ropes being released from bollards on the quayside in Singapore Docks 
from the troop ship, Nevasa. I knew I was on my way home to Maureen. I was in 
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Stan’s painting of ‘Bath Night Camp Hill’ 

Kathy Hall’s atmospheric photo of the church yard 
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Donna Smart’s photo of a bumble 

bee busy on oil seed rape 

Photos of a dunnock and a robin  

by Chris Groves-Kirkby.  

Songs of both are lovely to listen to. 

Steve Abbott has recently done a 

series of Bugbrooke paintings.  

Here is his latest . 
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Singapore for 18 months when it gained its independence from British rule. 
How many years were you teaching? 
I did that job for 27 years. It was most enjoyable. Everything stopped when I was very 
ill. Guillian Barre Syndrome struck swiftly and has left me unable to do everything 
that I loved. It has sent me on a different path of life – writing and painting. 
(Stan was in hospital, Northampton, Oxford and Nottingham, for 18 months, 
paralysed for most of that time.) 
Do you have an ambition? 
Only to keep waking up in the mornings. I feel that I have been very lucky to have 
travelled and achieved what I have to date. 
Do you have any advice for young people? 
Do not be fearful of living; live a full life; remember the most important qualifications 
one needs in life is not so much all the O or A levels and Degrees, but to be a 
reliable, honest and trusted person. This comes before anything else. And if you 
have a partner, be loyal to each other as well as looking after one another. 
What in life is most important to you? 
My wife, Maureen, our family, and waking up every morning. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

 
Bath Night Camp Hill 
When we moved from the old house opposite Bugbrooke Village Hall in 1944 up to 
No 6 Camp Hill (now 41), Friday evenings was always ‘Bath Night’. Mother would fill 
the copper in the kitchen with soft water from one of the several water butts that 
collected the rainwater. They all stood next to the downpipe from the roof of the 
house. A fire would be lit under this copper. The wood used to heat it up would have 
been what we had collected on our sticking exploits for which we would use one of 
mother’s old prams. We took it out collecting as much wood as we could find, filling it 
up time after time. After all, it saved quite a lot of money in doing so, as coal was very 
expensive and too valuable to use under the copper, as mother would say. We 
travelled miles collecting wood, especially to where anyone was cutting a hedge at 
any time, we would pick up every bit of spare wood down to the chips that came from 
the cutting of the timber when they laid the hedge, as well as boughs that had fallen 
off some of the trees. Nothing was too heavy or large for us to cart home with that old 
pram. Smiths Lane was at one time one of our best sticking places when we lived in 
the old house, but up Camp Hill we had more scope and a larger area to go sticking 
in. 
 When the water was hot enough, mother would bath our two youngest sisters 
in this tin bath that would be stood in front of the kitchen grate. This old grate had a 
oven on the left side and a boiler on the right side with different contraptions that held 
cooking pots and kettles giving you several different ways of cooking over the top of 
it. This oven would bake lovely Yorkshire pudding on Sundays, or porridge over night 
ready for breakfast in the morning. The only time this fire was let out was when the 
chimney was swept. It was always banked up in the late evenings with coal slack, 
that kept it going over night, so in the mornings, with a bit of raking about, the fire 
would burst into life, giving Dad hot water from the boiler to have a shave with, and a 
kettle of hot water to make a pot of tea. 
 The copper stood next to this grate up a corner to the right of it. In this room 
there was no plaster on the walls, or paper. It was just paint on bricks. Due to the 
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times the copper was used the condensation would have made it nearly impossible 
to keep any wallpaper to stick on these walls. When mother was very busy on wash 
days the condensation would be running down them, making pools of water on the 
tiles of the kitchen floor. 
 When mother had finished bathing my two younger sisters, she would dry and 
dress them and put them to bed, then she would get some more hot water from out 
of the copper, topping up the tin bath, Then, it would be myself and my younger 
brother’s turn to strip out and get in the bath together. 
 Next to the tin bath we always had a lovely pegged rug to stand on when 
drying ourselves, this was made from cutting down the sides of a sack, thus opening 
it up, followed by marking out a pattern of sorts onto it to follow, with old coloured 
clothing, etc., that had been cut up into small strips, and by the use of a wooden peg 
to make holes in the sacking, enabling us to fix these coloured bits of materials to it, 
hence the name of ‘Peg Rug’. 
 While we were having our bath, mother would have our youngest sister’s 
nappies hanging up on one of the lines to dry, as well as the odd hand flannel. 
Hanging on the large fire guard, would be towels that had been used and were hung 
up to dry, or being warmed up ready to dry ourselves off with. 
 The oven would be used at the same time to bake something in it, as mother 
did not like wasting the heat that was produced, either on wash day, or bath night. 
The old copper kettle would be singing away and always ready to make pots of tea 
with. The two large cooking pots that hung up over the fire would also be bubbling 
away, boiling up a stew in one, and a suet pudding in the other. Mother always had 
spare buckets of soft water at the ready to top up the copper with as, should it boil 
dry, great damage could be done to it. 
 The difference in having a bath in rain water (soft water) from hard water (tap 
water or water from the well), is so different as the soap when bathing in soft water 
gives out more lather, and the same when you wash your hair. With soft water it 
leaves it so soft and shiny, but hard water does not, and the feeling it gives you is so 
different from washing in one to the other (try it some time for the experience and see 
for yourself). One of father’s relations, a Mr Malin, a hair dresser from Northampton, 
would pay mother at times for some of this soft water, for he used it to wash some of 
his best lady clients’ hair in it, due to the condition it left the hair in when washed with 
it. He would collect it in a trailer carrying a forty five gallon drum. 
 Mother would prefer to do all the washing of the clothes in this soft water, as it 
not only left your hair feeling good but it also left your clothes feeling very soft, as 
well as a different smell that it gave off when doing so. The other produce mother 
used was Blue. She used to have several lumps of this in an old sock that she 
dunked several times into the copper while it was on the boil. She said that it helped 
to get all the whites whiter. Also, if we were to get stung by a bee or wasp, mother 
would smear some of this Blue onto where we had been stung. We never wore pants 
under our short trousers, so when digging out wasps nest to get the grubs to go 
fishing with, the odd one got up our pants, so at times we had Blue coloured parts of 
our anatomy!    
 On the mantelpiece there would be two candle sticks always at the ready, for 
if at such time the shilling in the electric meter ran out, when we would be left in the 
dark at short notice, they were to be soon lit up giving us some light, until the meter 
had another coin inserted into it giving us the electric lighting back again. We had two 
pots full of spills to light these candles from the fire in the grate or to light any candles 
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that were required to light up the outside toilet in the yard - that is if the wind did not 
blow it out (indoor flush toilets were several years away). 
 We had other pots on this mantelpiece. One for the pennies that were used for 
the gas meter that was situated up one of the corners in the front room, and the other 
one for the shillings that the electric meter used. This meter was up over the top of 
the back door and a chair, or such likes, had to be used to reach it in order to put the 
coins in. For us young ones even with a chair we could not reach it. 
 The clock that stood in the centre of the mantelshelf was always looked after 
by Dad and it was not to be touched by anyone else. To one side, hanging on the 
wall, was to be Dad’s leather strap that he used to strap up his cut-throat razor with 
before shaving. And resting on the top of the bend of the flue from the old copper 
was where dad kept his saving mug and razor. I was to get up to this shaving kit at 
one time and had a go at strapping his razor as he did but I was to finish up cutting 
his leather strap in half. I quite expected a good hiding from doing so but I did not, but 
mother made him use a safety razor after this episode and the cut throat razor was 
put away for safety reasons.  
 The table we had in the kitchen could be folded up and put to one side on 
such times as bath night, or at other times when mother was very busy using the 
copper on wash days. Mother used a large ladle to get the hot water from out of the 
copper and the large lid was always stood up at the back of the copper on its edge. 
This lid and mother’s copper stick would be white with the constant use of being 
subjected to boiling water for mother would hold this large stick in her hand, with one 
end under her forearm for leverage, in order to lift out the large bed sheets from out 
of the copper and into the sink, whereby she would fold it up, and put it through the 
large mangle. Mother would let us try to turn the handle of this mangle but it was 
always too hard for us to do so until we grew up and were stronger.                  
 If and when we played Mother up, she would make a dash for this large 
copper stick and if we were not quick enough we soon felt the end of it. Mother stood 
over six feet tall in her prime. She was a large lady. Her hand hurt us more than the 
copper stick did. 
 I think, what with all the water she had to carry from the water pump, either for 
drinking, or at bath times, when the barrels were empty by the back door, when and if 
she had run out of soft rainwater, along with doing all the heavy washing and 
mangling, etc., made the women of the day very strong through all the hard work. For 
myself, I was the fourth child out of Mother’s seven children. I think, that alone, 
bringing us up was enough for her to do, let alone anything else. 
 I think the only drawback for mother with the kitchen up Camp Hill, compared 
with the kitchen that we had down the old house, was that mother down the old 
house could tip the bath up and spill the water out from the tin bath onto the floor, 
and by doing so she could with a yard brush clean the floor with the hot water, 
followed by just sweeping it out the doorway into the yard for there were no sills on 
the old house doorway, only a groove in the York stone slab flooring where they were 
worn away over the years. The old house door had a threshold board that was put 
into place when it was wet or snowy to stop the wet from coming under the door. The 
house up Camp Hill had a door sill, it not only kept the water out, but if and when the 
floor got wet, it meant a lot of mopping up with mop and bucket. 
 Every bath night from 1944 onwards, several of the women from either blocks 
of the houses would always be in our kitchen talking to mother and drinking tea, until 
us young boys grew up, and we would not bathe with anyone else in the room other 
than mother due to one of these women remarking about my anatomy where hair 
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had started to grow. From then on I refused to have a bath in the house if anyone was 
about, only a strip wash in the outside coal barn.   
 While we were having our bath mother would wash the clothes that we had 
taken off and they would be dried out ready for us to put back on in the morning. As to 
the bath water, whether anyone else used or got into this water after we had been sent 
to bed, I do not know but in some houses the water was never thrown away until 
everyone in the house had a bath using the same water.  
 All the ashes from the kitchen fire grate were to be spread up the garden path 
from top to bottom, all one hundred and ten yards of it, for it was twenty pole of land 
with another twenty pole over the other side of the gardens - Gayton Road side of the 
plot. Forty pole of land to each house at the time. The ashes from under the copper, 
due to them being of all wood ash, were to be spread onto the garden as it was good 
for the soil, as was the amount of times the toilet bucket was emptied on to it as well. 
Some ashes were saved to put into the toilet bucket on the days the smell was strong 
from it, especially on the very long hot summer days. 
 It was just the way things were for us at the time, with our once a week bath.  
Stanley Joseph Clark 

 
Family Announcements     
Lynda Patricia Worth 

Lynda worked for many years as a receptionist at the Doctor’s surgery before she 
sadly passed away from Coronavirus earlier this year. I would like to sincerely thank 
everyone who lined the streets from my beloved daughter Lynda’s house right down to 
the High Street as a mark of respect for her funeral. With all the restrictions stopping us 
from giving her the send off we would have liked it was amazing to see everyone 
gathered like that. It was very heart warming and meant a lot, especially to me, her 
Mum. I would also like to thank you all for your condolences and prayers at this sad 
time. Many thanks. 
Pat Pert 

 
Bugbrooke Cricket Club       
It’s still early days in the 2021 cricket season but it’s been a hugely busy period at The 
Doc White Pavilion. We started our season back on April 24th with an Intra Squad 
Pairs contest, in such a format where being out is only a 5 run penalty rather than a 
‘wicket’ we had some pairs score some impressively low scores from their 4 overs. 
Player of the match would be Ed Malone hitting 35 and taking 5/22 from his 4 overs. 
More Malone highlights later… 
  On Sunday 2nd May we were proud to be able to play host to a Memorial 
Match in honour of Angie Francis and Bridget Spruels. I’m sure they were familiar 
faces to many of you in the village and the support they provided to village sport over 
the years was second to none. 
 It was a fantastic day that saw the return of many old faces to the club. In a 
close fought game Team Spruels defended their total of 199 and won by a single run. 
Steve Spruels bowling Rob Frost with the final ball of the match was a perfect finish to 
a great match. We used this occasion as an opportunity to raise funds for Macmillan 
Cancer Care and we hope to make this an annual match to remember those who are 
no longer with us. 
 The League season started on May 1st and saw the 1st XI defeat Yelvertoft CC 
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