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Are you a relatively new arrival to Bugbrooke, with a fresh 
pair of eyes and what could be a useful insight to those of us 
who have been here for many years? If so, we would love to hear from you with your 
initial impressions and experience of village life. You might want to thank others for 
making you welcome or share with us how easy (or otherwise) it has been to obtain 
local information and get involved in groups and activities. 

More generally, to everyone, it would be great to get some feedback about the 
LINK Magazine and what you would like to contribute or be included so that we can 
continue to be relevant and of interest to as many people as possible. As a 
committee, of course we are aware of the massive scope and immediacy of social 
media and how a printed magazine that is effectively prepared a month or two in 
advance cannot compete on the same terms.  

What our village magazine offers though is a medium in which the written word 
and images can be brought together and assembled in a coherent and balanced way 
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in a format that will endure and can be accessed and viewed for years to come. Over 
a period of nearly 40 years since the first LINK was produced there have been so 
many fascinating articles and wonderful photos that record village life and personal 
events and serve to reveal the changes to society and people’s lives. 

Surely it makes sense and is worthwhile to continue that tradition – however, we 
need your help and contributions to make that happen. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 01 
November 2021, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that our 
preferred way of receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

 Parish Council Report 
A lot has changed in local Government in Northants this year. We had elections in 
May for both Parish and the new West Northants Unitary Council which replaces the 
old districts and becomes a one stop shop for your needs. At Parish level we had a 
few Councillors who resigned this year after many years of service in some cases, 
thank you for your contribution over the years. This meant we only had 11 candidates 
for the 15 positions on the Parish Council and so there was no need for an election. I 
am pleased to say that we have now filled those 4 vacant positions and are at full 
strength. Our Clerk Sally of the past few years also resigned at election time, thanks 
for all your efforts, and so Nicola her deputy has taken on the role full time. 

Over the past few meetings we have had several planning applications, some 
quite significant with developers wanting to expand our village even further but to 
date these have been resisted. There are two major solar farms being proposed on 
our borders with one at Gayton and the other at Flore which are very large in their 
size and I expect us to be asked our view in the near future. Speeding is an issue in 
the village I know but sadly because of Covid we have not been able to operate our 
Speedwatch scheme this year but hopefully next year we will be out there again with 
the radar gun. 

A couple of months ago we had a presentation about the redevelopment of New 
Creation Hall and the proposal for adjacent housing. This has yet to come forward to 
the Council as an actual planning application but when it does I am sure the meeting 
will be well attended and create a lot of debate. 

As always as elected members the Parish Council is here to serve you our 
residents and if you have any issues please feel free to contact the Clerk or me using 
details here in LINK on the ‘have a problem?’ page. Alternatively come to one of our 
meetings which are held on the second Monday of every month at the Community 
Centre starting at 7.30 and have your say, everyone is welcome. 
Phil Bignell 

Nostalgia Vacuum! 
Although I was born in the year of Queen Elizabeth’s accession to 
the throne, I cannot remember a time without a television sitting in 
the corner of the living room! 

My memories of the fifties television programmes range from 
‘Wagon Train’ to ‘I Love Lucy’ from The ‘Lone Ranger’ to 
‘Cannonball’ and from  Highway Patrol’ to  ‘77 Sunset Strip’. 

However, watching early episodes of ‘Superman’ played by 
George Reeves, re-runs on the 1930’s Republic Pictures cheap and 
cheerful ‘Flash Gordon’ and ‘Buck Rogers’ both characters played by Buster Crabbe 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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to the many puppet series from the Gerry and Sylvia Anderson studios including 
‘Torchy the Battery Boy’, ‘Supercar’, ‘Fireball XL5’ and so on; It’s safe to say ‘Science 
Fiction’ has become my most favourite genre. 

Before I start to wax lyrically about the good bad and indifferent in this genre 
and I put the nostalgia trip to one side! In 1966 ‘Star Trek’ hit the television screens 
and started a phenomenon that has lasted for 55 years and sees no end of stopping! 

In the intervening 55 years there have been 725 episodes from six various 
incarnations, thirteen big screen films, this is not counting the recent derivative 
‘Picard’ and ‘Star Trek, Discovery’. 

However, if you look at the original 79 episodes with Captain J.T. Kirk and 
Spock it’s no wonder, ironically, it’s shown in endless repeated loops on the ‘Horror’ 
Channel!  This begs the question why has it generated such a massive devoted fan 
base!  For me the answer is quite simple - story lines, scripts, acting, characters, 
scenery, special effects have all improved as the various incarnations have evolved 
and viewers have become more demanding!  If the concept originally conceived by 
‘Gene Rodenberry’ had stayed in the realms of ham acting, similar story lines, studio 
bound with polystyrene sets it would not have emerged out of the sixties and been 
consigned to television history along with ‘Whiplash’ and the like. 

Taking a big liberty with the words of St. Paul from Corinthians “When I was a 
child, my speech and my viewing standards were all those of a child now as an adult 
I expect much more”…… 

Unfortunately, a great deal of popular understanding of who God is; as revealed 
in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit remains with the small pieces of information 
we were given at a relatively young age, in a ‘Nostalgia Vacuum!’  Then just like ‘Star 
Trek the Original Series’ our knowledge and understanding does not stand up to 
scrutiny and the first time our belief is challenged or shaken, it wobbles like the 
scenery of a T.V. conceived alien landscape! 

The truth of Christianity has remained the same for nearly 2,000 years and has 
been battered, persecuted, marginalized and in the Twenty First Century, largely 
ignored, but it’s still here growing experientially in parts of the world and potent force 
for good! 

To engage with the power of the message of God revealed in Christ we have to 
come out of the comfort zone on ‘Nostalgia’ and experience the love of God afresh 
and constantly renewed! Why not give it some thought as we head towards 
Christmas. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

History Group  
July  2021 
The Zoom meeting of the History Group in July was all about Towcester. It was a big 
task for Rob Hamblin from Towcester Museum to tell us about the history of 
Towcester in less than an hour. There is evidence of settlement there since 3500BC. 
Even now stone age implements are dug up in gardens. The collection of artefacts at 
the museum has grown enormously since it first opened. The museum itself is a 
historic building, an ancient inn where Queen Victoria stayed on one of her visits to 
this part of the country. During the iron age Towcester was a high status settlement, 
and the Romans developed the town, calling it Lactodorum, and occupying for 300 to 
400 years, during which time about 600,000 miles of road were constructed; 
something the Romans did for us. They also introduced apples, pears, peas and 
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garlic into the English diet and bath houses and sewage systems. Evidence of many 
advances in technology have been discovered in Towcester. Celebrities, both good 
and bad have lived in Towcester. Sponne School takes its name from Archdeacon 
Sponne. Money in his name is still given to many charitable causes. Did you know 
Towcester had a Pope? Pope Boniface. He was Rector of St Lawrence in Towcester 
and elected Pope Boniface VIII in 1294. 
Bugbrooke History Group: Our first meeting of the new academic year is on 
Wednesday 8th September when we shall hear about ‘Slavery and Antislavery in 
Northampton’ – a subject which is particularly interesting at this time. The meeting will 
be on Zoom, as it was decided to stay with that form of communication for the time 
being. If you would like to be notified of our meetings please send me your e-mail 
address. 
Pictorial Bugbrooke: We have very few remaining copies of this fabulous 
technicolour account of the history of Bugbrooke from 1980 to 1999. It is £20 and 
worth every penny. Also for sale :- Pictorial Bugbrooke 1930 to 1980 with not so 
many colour photos Price £10.  The history of Bugbrooke schools ‘Gleaners to 
Graduates’ is also for sale Price £5  - all the money from that sale goes to the school.  
To purchase any of these items please contact Pat or Alan Kent at 1, High Street. 

There have been some opportunities during the summer to visit historic sites, 
museums and houses. It would be great to have a short account here of where you 
went and what it was like to encourage others to visit. You can send them to me or 
direct to the LINK. 
Pat Kent (secretary) tel 01604830518    e-mail  frksp6@gmail.com 

Village Green 
At the time of writing the children are just returning school, so it feels a bit early to be 
thinking about Christmas – but I’m sure it will be here before we know it! It seems as 
though each time I sit down to write one of these pieces, there’s another natural 
disaster wreaking havoc somewhere across the globe. Right now there’s a 
devastating famine in Madagascar - dubbed the world’s first climate change famine, 
New York City is under water thanks to Hurricane Ida, and record-breaking wild fires 
have been raging across North America, around the Mediterranean and even in 
Siberia. Lives have been lost and it’s largely thanks to climate change making these 
events more likely. All this bad news may make us feel powerless, but actually our 
small collective actions make a huge difference, and our choices during the festive 
period are no exception. Buying stuff is linked to climate change and biodiversity 
loss, through the carbon emissions and deforestation associated with the 
manufacture and shipping of products – here’s a few tips on how to make Christmas 
as sustainable as possible this year: 

Consider gifting experiences instead of presents; hunt for second-hand toys and 
books, and refurbished tech; check out vintage and handmade items (there’s some 
lovely markets around in the run up to Christmas) and see what’s available from local 
small businesses (who really need our support!). If those aren’t options then the 
ethical consumer website (www.ethicalconsumer.org) is a good guide to the most 
responsible retailers. 

Look for plastic-free, refillable or even better, reusable crackers where you can 
choose your own gifts and jokes! There’s a great article about sustainable cracker 
options here: www.asustainablelife.co.uk/eco-friendly-and-plastic-free-crackers/ 

Re-use last year’s decorations – what we already own is generally the most 

about:blank
about:blank
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sustainable option; choose locally-foraged foliage for centre pieces and door 
wreaths. Last year I had great fun making my own wreath from Gardner’s Blooms, 
based in Harpole. 

Do a meal plan to help reduce food wastage, and also check out some useful 
tips on how on make best use of your freezer: www.thefullfreezer.com/canifreezeit 

Gift wrapping can be a sustainability nightmare – we use so much wrapping 
paper and many types cannot be recycled, especially with all the sticky tape and 
glitter embellishments on the tags. There are more eco-friendly options, however, 
such as re-using gift bags and using fabric to wrap with - known as furoshiki - where 
the pretty fabrics can be reused (you can get recycled sari wraps from Oxfam online). 
Recycled ‘Kraft’ paper, upcycling old Christmas cards as gift tags, and using paper-
based sticky tapes (including those with festive designs) are also more sustainable 
options than the usual wrapping paper, tags and plastic-based sticky tape. 

After reducing what is used, ensure that as much as possible is recycled. To 
check whether wrapping paper can be recycled, scrunch it into a ball – if it pops open 
then it has to go into the general waste bin, but if it stays as a ball then it’s likely to be 
recyclable. Just remember to remove all sticky tape and gift tags etc before popping 
into the recycling bin. Glitter on cards can’t be recycled either - some supermarkets 
have dedicated Christmas card recycling bins but check whether glittered ones are 
accepted. Foil sweet wrappers can go for recycling, but remember to collect enough 
for a tennis ball-sized amount so that it can be recycled. Soft plastics such as crisp 
packets, biscuit and sweet wrappers can be recycled at supermarkets including Co-
op, so save those for your next trip. 

Send recyclable Christmas cards – without the glitter! 
Re-wear last year’s Christmas jumper, and for children check out the second-

hand market or specialist clothes re-selling sites like www.buildabundle.co.uk  
Baking Christmas cakes and treats can be fun and cuts down on packaging – to 

make it even more sustainable try sourcing ingredients from a refill shop, such as Re 
in Flore (who sell Heygates flour packaging free) 

Choose a second-hand outfit for your Christmas party – sites such as re-
fashion.co.uk make second hand clothes shopping really easy – lots of labels on 
there too! 
Clare Slater, Member of Climate Action – West Northamptonshire (Facebook: 
@climateactionwestnorthants) 
Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton https://www.facebook.com/groups/
sustainableish.northampton/about/ 

Coffee and chat 
Bugbrooke Church will be open on Monday mornings from 9-11 a.m. for drinks 
(coffee, tea and squash) and biscuits, cake or toast.  

This is a social event aimed at creating a friendly place for people to meet, chat 
or find a listening ear. We hope this will become a hub for different ‘interest’ groups 
and will develop into a Wellbeing Café, a place where it’s O.K. not to feel O.K. 

All are welcome irrespective of age/gender and there will be some activities on 
offer if you wish to participate e.g. board games, puzzles, drawing/writing, children’s 
toys. But it’s O.K. if you just want to sit quietly and have a drink. 

Do come and join us. We look forward to meeting you. 
Judy Smith and team 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Millennium Green  
Some major work has been required on a Horse Chestnut and the Crack Willows on the 
Millennium Green. These trees are a significant and popular feature of the Green and 
the Millennium Green Trust members are keen to maintain them in a safe and healthy 
condition for as long as possible. 

The Horse Chestnut along Trent Valley Way was in a particularly unhealthy and 
dangerous state. The main leader from crown break (west side) which held the entire 
top canopy had no heart wood for approximately 4ft (120cms) inside the trunk. This was 
from a huge cavity which was showing signs of dead rotting wood falling inside itself. It 
was attached by less than a third of its true size. The professional advice was to pollard 
down to the crown break on the west side and to remove the main leader and reduce 
the remaining canopy by 40%.  

The five crack willow trees on the former Church field are lapsed pollards. The 
major limbs growing from the trunks were structurally weak and they would become 
increasingly unstable as the trees continued to grow. The professional advice was to 
pollard down to the crown break. 

Having received further advice and the required permission from West 
Northamptonshire Council (the horse chestnut has a Tree Preservation Order and the 
whole site is in a Conservation Area) the necessary work was done. 

The initial effect of the work on the Willows is dramatic. However, the somewhat 
stunted appearance should be for a relatively short time in the life of the trees, and the 
work should ensure that they will be enjoyed by current and future parishioners for 
many more years. 
David Harries, Bugbrooke Millennium Green Trust 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
We finally held our AGM on 19th August. It was the first time we had met together as an 
organisation since the beginning of the pandemic and it felt good. Admittedly only one 
loyal soul other than the Committee turned up, but it still felt good. Perhaps the most 
significant decision we made was to go ahead with a pre-Christmas wine tasting 
evening. This will be on Friday 3rd December at the Community Centre. Judging by 
previous occasions the evening will be really great fun. We will shortly be finalising the 
details and getting tickets ready for sale. Members and previous supporters will then be 
sent a letter. If anyone else is interested please contact me (tel 01604 830933) or any 
Committee member. 

As I have mentioned in previous articles, despite having not been able to hold our 
usual fund-raising events we have still had funds coming in. This is down to the 
generosity and hard work of a number of individuals and has come through a variety of 
means. These include pop-up sales, a zoom quiz, membership subscriptions, and 
straight donations. But I will make a special mention of the team who have organised 
plant sales. They made £830 for us in 2019, £409 in 2020 (despite the lockdown 
restrictions) and this year already over £900. So many thanks to them and to everyone 
who has supported us through this time. We are most grateful. 

I’ll just finish with the usual reminder that the Friends of the Church is a registered 
charity which enables all the residents of Bugbrooke, whether church goers or not, to 
contribute to the upkeep of our beautiful village church. If you are not already a 
member, but would like to become one and support our work, then please contact me 
or our Treasurer, Tony Pace (tel 01604 832516) or any Committee member. A 
membership subscription is only £5 a year per person. 
Jim Inch 
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Pictures by: Rosemary Harries, Karen 
Cummins, Jane Wood,  Dave Hutchinson, 
Louise Goss. 
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A very different Fete this year.  A well done to all 
of the organizers and stall holders,  and to those 
who cleared the brook for the duck race. Let’s 
hope we will be back to normal next year.   

Pictures by: Rosemary Harries, Karen 
Cummins, Jane Wood,  Dave Hutchinson, 
Louise Goss. 
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Bugbrooke Church Fete Duck Race was 
held on Bank Holiday Monday and watched 
by crowds on both banks of the Brooke. Af-
ter rounding up the 650+ competitors, the 
starting gate opened and the ducks paddled 
furiously along. One duck made a break for 
it but had gone too soon. The following flock 
caught up and raced past to the line. Duck 
356 won by a beak collecting prize money of 
£30. 2nd was 62 with £15 and third with £10 
was 175. At the tail end was No. 44 who 
collected a consolation prize of £10.  
A great job had been done earlier by volun-
teers who had cleared the overgrown brook 
so that the race could take place. 
Pictures by Jane Causebrook and Dave 
Marshall 
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Bugbrooke OAP’s Gift Scheme 
After many months of both disruption and frustration, we seem to be returning to 
some form of normality, whatever that means! 

However, following agreement with the other committee members, I am pleased 
to confirm that we will be able to issue the gift vouchers again this year, with the face 
value being the same as last years. 

As usual, the application form is in this edition of LINK, and relevant information 
is on the form as to where to post the completed applications. 

We will NOT accept any applications after the closing date this year, so please 
ensure that you complete your application by the date specified. 

The businesses within the village who will accept the vouchers as payment are 
as stated on the vouchers.  

Naturally, we have, like other good causes, been unable to raise any funds 
during the lockdown period. However, due to good housekeeping, we are still in a 
position to help those most in need during the festive period. 

We have reluctantly decided due to the current ongoing Covid situation, that we 
will sadly not be holding our annual wine tasting evening this year, but hope to sort 
something out for next year, possibly during late spring or early summer. We will 
confirm all relevant information when agreed and will notify everyone in the 
appropriate LINK edition next year. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout Group 
Scouts have had a break for the summer holidays and are looking forward to getting 
back together in the next week and welcoming new members. There are lots of fun 
activities planned with an activity residential weekend planned for cubs and scouts at 
the end of September. We have spaces available in all sections and would always 
welcome adult helpers. 

Beavers  ages 6-8  Thursday 6-7pm 
Cubs       ages 8-10.5 Monday 6-7.30pm 
Scouts    ages 10.5-14 Monday 7.30-9pm 
If you have a son or daughter who would like to come and join the fun or as an 

adult you would like to help out in whatever capacity please contact myself on 
07512765034 or email bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com. We also have a facebook 
page where you can see the fun activities that we offer. 
Sue Beckingham, Group Scout Leader 

Nature Notes 
As I write this on the 1st September, according to the meteorological calendar, we 
have arrived at the first day of autumn. I still prefer to wait until the September 
equinox, 22nd September. However, it certainly feels very autumnal at the moment. 
The latter part of August has been dull and recently quite chilly for the time of the 
year. The garden appears to be shutting down earlier this year and there is very little 
colour in the garden yet. The phlox, heleniums and dahlias are trying their best to 
cheer the borders. 
I was very excited the other evening as I turned off the lights in my study, I looked out 
to see 2 barn owls fly past the window, only 5 feet from me, landed on the top of a 
pergola roof and sat there for quite a while. They’re not difficult to identify with their 

mailto:bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com
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 pale, heart-shaped faces and dark eyes and that distinctive ridge of feathers they 
have above their beaks. They were quite unaware of me because I was stood in the 
dark. Their movement had put on the security lights outside and they appeared 
unphased by them (so perhaps regular visitors?) and so I had a good view of these 
beautiful birds. When we converted these barns, I did feel quite guilty as there was 
evidence that owls used the barns. Seeing them again and knowing there is a 
decline in suitable nesting sites, has renewed my intentions to erect some owl boxes 
here. I’ve always wondered whether we could recreate the right location for the 
boxes. But worth a try. 
People do think of owls as nocturnal birds, but like little owls, they can be seen 
during the day hunting for small mammals. Their best assets, acute, sensitive 
hearing and long-distance eyesight. Once the fields are harvested, they have a good 
supply of mice, voles, shrews and rats all looking for new homes, hoping to stock up 
for winter before the mice take cover and find their way into our roof space! Their 
natural predators (foxes and buzzards) also frequent our garden. Goshawks 
(woodland birds) are less likely to be a problem up here (fewer trees for cover). I’m 
not sure whether they were a breeding pair I saw… they could have been two from 
this year's clutch of eggs. As the female is larger than the male, I felt these two I saw 
were of a similar size so could be this year’s young. They breed March – August and 
lay perhaps 4 eggs in a hollow tree or derelict building and take a month to hatch and 
then another two months before they leave the nest. They mate for life unless one 
dies, then they may find another mate. 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle
-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm (except 
for December, on the second Monday) and non-members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book and 
Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, 
‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, 
Photography, Play-Reading and Scrabble. 

Monday 18th October at 2.00pm – ‘Under the Influence’ with Andy Smith. A 
musical afternoon featuring lots of instruments, when Andy sings a selection of 
musical pieces which have shaped his repertoire, playing and life. Lots of well-known 
songs to challenge your knowledge of shows and soundtracks. 

For information about future meetings and for general enquiries, visit the 
website https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 

Bugbrooke WI 
By the time you read this our normal monthly meetings in the Community Centre 
should be under way. We have three very different speakers booked. In September 
Colin Hill will be speaking about his time as a close protection officer to the royal 
family. His talk is entitled “Dancing with Diana”. I have heard snippets of this talk and 
it is very entertaining. 

October brings our AGM then, in November, Glenys Grimshaw will be speaking 
about her Russian dolls and showing them to us. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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Our last meeting of 2021 will be on Monday 6th December when Sara Pateman, 
the owner of Chocciesbysara, will give us a demonstration of handmade chocolates 
and will bring some along for us to buy. 

Since I last wrote we have been out to dinner, had a cream tea and helped at 
the Church Fete. The dinner was at “The Narrowboat” where we filled the marquee 
and enjoyed good food and good company overlooking the canal. The cream tea in 
August was delicious. The food was prepared and served by the Committee and we 
couldn’t have wished for better even if we had gone to the “Ritz”. 
This year at the Church Fete we were based in the cafe and several of our members 
were looking very smart in their new T-shirts with the Bugbrooke WI logo on them. 
Despite the weather we were kept busy serving drinks and cakes donated by our 
members. It was lovely to be able to be together and to meet so many people from 
the village. 

We are looking forward to our next meetings and our fund raising events and 
would welcome any new members or guests. There is a small charge for guests at 
meetings. For further information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 
01694 31739 
Brenda Astell 

Bugbrooke WI Dates for your diaries 
These events are open to everyone 
Wednesday 20th October 2021  
Kinky Boots — at Bugbrooke Community Centre 7.30pm 
Come and hear the real story behind the famous Kinky Boots as told to us by Steve 
Pateman (the real Charlie Price). 

Tickets are now on sale at a cost of £10 to include a glass of wine or soft drink.  
You can buy your tickets from The Community Café, The Pantry Door, Pet Shop or 
by calling: 

Ann 07790 730436, Pat 07749 388616 or Sue 07814 809274 
WI Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 20th November 2021 at Bugbrooke Community Centre 2pm 
An exciting event with a visit from Father Christmas, face painting, tombola, raffle, 
mulled wine, mince pies, tea and coffee and of course (it is the WI after all) lots of 
delicious cakes.  We have lots of artisan craft and food stalls signed up, including 
gin, fudge, jewellery, books, cheese, homeware, and many more.  
Sue Egerton, Bugbrooke WI 

The Wednesday Club 
Firstly we would like to say a big thank you to The Rugby Club for allowing us the use 
of their premises for our June and July meetings as the Sunday School rooms were 
not available.  It was lovely to be able to welcome back our members with afternoon 
tea on the patio (with a lot of chatter!) and we were blessed with fine weather. 

By the time this goes to print we will have resumed our meetings back in the 
Sunday School rooms in September, and hopefully will have enjoyed a trip on the 
canal with a stop for lunch at The Wharf, and a fish and chip lunch in the Sunday 
School room in mid October, plus our regular fortnightly meetings. 

We are always open for new members, and anyone interested is welcome to 
come along and meet us, we have fortnightly meetings from 2p.m. to 4p.m. for chat, 
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bingo, afternoon tea and occasional  outings, and we do have a mini bus (at a small 
cost) to collect those who are unable to get to the Sunday School on their own.  
Please contact either Linda on 01604 831219 or Shirley on 01604 830671 

Village Profile 
Frank Henry Wright – Bugbrooke Village School Master and 
Organist at the Church 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Norfolk in the village of Blundeston in 1852. My 
father ran the school there, ably assisted by my mother. Then 
after a few years in Yorkshire, where I was a journalist, I went 
to Singapore and wrote for a newspaper out there. I was 
correspondent for the North China Herald and Supreme Court 
and Consular Gazette.  It was in English of course for the 
English population. It was full of advertisements and shipping 
news – what and who had arrived in Shanghai, imports and 
exports, and a few articles, some about gruesome events in 
China. After 2 years I came home in 1876 and married Alice. 
Is that when you came to Bugbrooke? 
No. Our first home was in Stoneleigh, Warwickshire. I took the post of schoolmaster 
there. I was new to teaching but we had a house connected to the school and Lord 
and Lady Leigh who lived at the hall were very kind to us. We were there for 10 
years. THEN we moved to Bugbrooke. It was a bigger school and bigger house for 
our family. By then we had 5 children. In Bugbrooke we had 3 more. 
What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
The people. We have been made very welcome here. I love teaching the children – 
my scholars. I enjoy telling them about the wonders of new science, about new 
inventions – like the wireless, steam engine and flying machines. I can show them 
how life can be better even for the poorest of them. Even the girls love their science 
lessons. And many children come back at night to look at the stars through my 
Telescope. 
Is there anything you don’t like about the village? 
The children are kept at home too often by their need to work and earn money from 
the farmers. It is a sad necessity, but short sighted to neglect their education. Do you 
know, I had one mother who sent her 2 sons to Nether Heyford School when they 
were 10 so that they could get Labour Certificates 4 months earlier than at 
Bugbrooke and start to earn a wage. 
What are you most proud of? 
The wireless I made, and of my scholars who have learnt morse code in order to 
send and receive messages through it. 
What food do you like? 
My wife makes wonderful pies, but one should never eat pastry in the evening. 
Who do you admire? 
The Wright brothers for their brave flight across the Atlantic and Galileo for his 
observation of the stars. 
Do you ever take a holiday? 
I have taken the children out for the day sometimes on the train. I would love to take 
them to Paris. I went there once to the top of the Eiffel Tower to see the wireless 
apparatus there. 
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Do you like music? 
Indeed I do. Organ music is my favourite. I play the organ at church. The hymns are 
particularly rousing. There are concerts at the Baptist Chapel too which I always 
enjoy. 
When was your happiest moment? 
The first time I heard a message on my wireless. A boy had fixed the aerial high in 
the elm tree. I altered the slider on the stair rods (part of the apparatus) and a tap tap 
could be heard on the earphones. It was from a ship at sea.  

Most exciting was when I picked up the news of the Titanic sinking – that was 
1912. What a shock that was! Also I am delighted by news from ex scholars who 
have made good in the world. 
Do you have any ambition now? 
To give all scholars an education and chances in life equal to any they would get at 
Eton or Harrow or a city school. 
If you had life over again, what would you choose to do? 
I wanted at first to be a journalist, a writer, but I believe now I was always meant to 
teach. I would never want to do anything else. 
Interview by Pat Kent. 
I have researched the life of Frank Wright and written his biography. I feel that I know 
him well enough to answer the questions normally asked of our Village Profile. 
Frank was Master of the school until he died in 1919 having done all he could to 
support families with sons fighting in the trenches of the 1st World War. 

First Day at School 
September 1946:  Today is my first day at school. I have never been inside the 
building before. It looks very frightening from outside; solid brick walls, windows with 
bars, a playground surrounded by iron railings. Whenever I have seen children 
playing, there is terrifying noise, lots of running and jumping, pushing and shoving, 
and they are all so big. I am used to playing by myself in the field next to our house. I 
am scared of other children. I don’t think I shall like school. 

Mummy holds my hand firmly as we walk the mile from home. There is no 
escape. I don’t remember any conversation. I am numb with fear. We go inside and I 
am seated behind a desk, one of those with bench attached. The room is full of 
similar furniture full of children. I don’t look at anyone. I sit and cry. Mummy says 
goodbye and leaves. I am sure I have been abandoned there for ever. No-one had 
explained to me that I would go home for dinner and for tea. Miss Gibson, the head 
teacher comes and sits by me. She is very very old, much older than anyone else I 
know. She gives me a book to look at which stops me from sobbing quite so loudly. 

Why didn’t I know that I could go home later? I thought this hell was to be my 
future life. Playtime was torture. I found a quiet corner in the playground and stood 
there mesmerised by the chaos around me. I can remember feeling the bricks behind 
me scraping my back. I am sure I cried all day and most of the first week. Each day I 
longed for ‘going home time’. 

Not a good start, was it? 
 

I would like to think that no child starting school nowadays would suffer as I did. 
Does anyone have memories of their first days at school? Write and tell us how you 
got on with your first school-days. 
Pat Kent 
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Old Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade 
Your admission ticket gives you access to 60 acres of Parkland, including The 
Shuttleworth Collection, The Swiss Garden, Cafe, and a Children's Playground. 
The Collection of all forms of vintage transport is housed in hangars containing 
many items of interest. 

We went to an Airshow and Steam Rally event. We walked along the Flight-
line, seeing aircraft from the early 1900s onwards, vintage tractors, buses and the 
steam engines. Rides on the Carousel, Swing Boats and miniature steam engines 
were free. There were stalls in the paddock and hangars, where there were also 
flight simulators and things for the children to take part in. 

From 2pm over 30 aircraft displayed and at the finally The Red Arrows flew 
over the airfield, with smoke on! 

A very enjoyable day out. 
Alan & Sheila Willmore,  and family 
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Bugbrooke Brownies 
After 9 months of ‘zoom’ Brownies, we were really pleased to be able to meet face to 
face again and run a few outdoor sessions with our Brownies before the summer 
holidays. Despite rules and restrictions, we still had great fun completing badge work 
including for example, making bottle mansions for a bug hotel that will be built soon, 
memory bracelets, fajita fun and jelly slime! 

In September, some of our Brownies attended a Girlguiding District event at 
Harpole Maize Maze.  We may need to work on our map reading but I’m glad to say 
we all made it to the exit before it got dark, phew! 

We have lots planned for our Autumn term, working towards our Theme 
Awards, craft activities, cooking and a pre-covid favourite ‘Games Night’.  And we are 
looking forward to welcoming some new Brownies to join in the fun. 

Places are limited but if your daughter is coming up to 7 and you would like to 
put her name on our waiting list, please email us at bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  
We meet on a Monday night 6.15-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell)  
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Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
As the 2021 Cricket Season comes to a close the club has continued its success from 
2020. All 3 of our Saturday sides progressed to their respective quarter finals and the 
1st and 2nd XI both made it at far as the Divisional semi-finals. 

The 1st XI took on Cogenhoe away in the ¼ Finals, a side that had scored 346 
runs in their previous match. Bugbrooke were able to hold them to 160/9 from 40 overs 
and then chased it in 33.4 overs. 

Ed Malone belied his young years and continued his impressive form of recent 
seasons by picking up his first batch of 1st XI wickets taking 3/19 from 8 overs. Chris 
Goodson led the way with the bat scoring 80* ably supported by Reece Barnes who 
scored 40. 

In the Semi Final the 1st XI took on Bedford at home, losing the toss and batting 
first they scored 181 with key contributions from Bilal ‘Boycott’ Bashir (37* off 108 balls) 
and Reece Barnes (53). 

With the ball Bedford attacked from the off and never looked threatened until Pat 
Johnson (2-29) came on late in the day, Bedford chased in 34 overs winning by 6 
wickets. 

 In Division 8 the 2nd XI were drawn away to runaway league leaders Brigstock. 
Winning the toss and choosing to bat first our 2nd XI put on a competitive 150/7. When 
he wasn’t busy trying to run out his batting partners, opening batter Alex Franklin was 
able to put together an impressive 39, while David Francis (15) and Ben Packman (19) 
added some firepower at the bottom of the order. 

 All of the 2nd XI bowlers were able to contribute with wickets shared about, Ben 
Packman, Thomas Kirk, Ciaran Thomas and Mario Wickremasinghe took 2 each and 
Will Howarth took the final wicket of the match alongside a Dan Starmer run out. 

 In their Semi Final the 2nd XI were draw away to Long Buckby, batting first again 
saw them post 131/6 from their 40 overs. Alex Franklin top scoring with 43. In response 
the 2nd XI had Long Buckby 5 down losing in the 36th over, Mario Wickremasinghe (2-
23), Will Howarth (2-26) and Tom Kirk (1-27) with the wickets. 

The 3rd XI was also drawn away, this time to St Crispins. Taking on a side that 
had beaten them twice in the league this year the day started off well as the 3rds won 
the toss and chose to field. 

 St Crispins had other ideas however and started the match off with some big 
hitting and continued all the way through as they posted 200/5. 

 Father and Son combo John and Micheal Chapman both bowled well taking 2 
wickets each and James Gibbins showed some exceptional fielding as he ran the 
opening batter out for 48 with a direct hit from extra cover. 

 In response Bugbrooke started well and opener James Gibbins was able to reach 
36 before a ball somehow managed to trickle off his pads and into the stumps, 
dislodging a single bail. Some questionable batting order decisions were made and it 
wasn’t until Dave Matthewman (19) came in at 9 and slogged the spinner around the 
ground that much more resistance was offered. Bugbrooke 3rds were all out for 96, 
losing by a hefty 104 runs. 

Off the field Bugbrooke CC ran both All Stars and Junior Cricket sessions this 
season and we were delighted with the turn outs. It was amazing to see so many 
happy faces taking part in cricket every Friday night. We can’t wait until next season 
comes around so we can continue their cricketing education and start getting some of 
the juniors involved in senior cricket at the club. 

As a club we pride ourselves on being a part of the local community, in that 
manner we have recently started preparations for the instalment of a Defibrillator at the 
club. The necessity of this was raised when an opposition team were informed mid 
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match that a team mate of theirs at another ground had suffered a heart attack while 
playing, and in all likelihood had survived thanks to the onsite Defibrillator. We hope 
that this is a piece of equipment that will never need using but we are happy to have 
it in the event it is required. 

At the time of writing we have booked Northampton Golf Club for our end of 
season presentation night on Saturday November 27th, ticket price is TBC and will 
include a 3 course meal. It is open to all members and friends of the club. 

Winter nets for 2022 have already been booked and we will start those in early 
February at Duston School. 

As always we are on the lookout for new playing recruits and off the field 
volunteers, please do get in touch if you have any interest in taking part, learning 
some new skills and making friends. 
James Culverhouse, Club Secretary 07999 420376, jculv29@gmail.com     
Peter White (President), 50 High St, Bugbrooke, 01604 830452 
p.g.white@btinternet.com. 
Club email :bugbrookecc@gmail.com,   www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com 
Find us on social media - facebook/twitter/instagram @bugbrookecc 

Tracing Former Pupils 
For sometime now l have been toying with the thought of trying to contact three 

former pupils of Bugbrooke Primary School from the 1950’s! 
I was also at the school when Mr Lansbury was head master and was there until l 
was moved at about the 11+ time to attend another school. 
Is there anyone who can remember Margaret Saunders, Jennifer Massey and Marion 
Lilley? Of course their names will now have changed as mine has too.  We had such 
great times together in Bugbrooke all those years ago. 

I remember the trees being planted on the green for the Queen’s coronation and 
we were asked to take care of them. The only telephone box was also on this 
green.  “Robbie’s” was the corner shop where we bought lollies at one old penny 
each, homemade of course.  I can still savour the taste some 70 years later!  
Marion and I were in the church choir singing out of the old red Anthem Book and I 
can remember some of the anthems today.  It was called Buchebroc’s anthem book, 
this means “Home of the badger”. 

My Father was Dr White and my brother Peter still lives in Bugbrooke.  Marion’s 
father worked at The Mill and Margaret’s Dad was a policeman living on the left up 
Camp Hill.  Jennifer lived on the right at the end of the road out of the village passing 
Margaret’s home.  Marion lived up Butts Hill, I know the house is no. 2 but cannot 
recall the road. 

There are lots of tales stored away somewhere in my memory and I would love 
to share them with my 3 friends. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 
Isobel Grimes (White) 

Family Announcements 
Jo Tarbox — We would like to thank everyone for their kind thoughts and prayers for 
Jo Tarbox, who died on 30th June. The support and comfort offered by so many 
people during her illness was heart-warming. The number of people attending the 
funeral and the donations of over £400 towards Cancer Research UK reflected Jo’s 
popularity, and the caring community in which we live. Our sincere thanks to you all. 
David and Rosemary Harries 
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Diary   

October   

11 19:30 Parish Council CC 

13 14:00 Wednesday Club - Fish and Chip Lunch (needs pre-booking) SS 

18 14:00 
U3A - ‘Under the influence’ with Andy Smith -   

A musical afternoon 
CC 

20 19:30 WI - Kinky Boots CC 

27 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

November   

8 19:30 Parish Council CC 

10 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

10 19:30 History Group - Zoom meeting  

15 14:00 U3A - TBA CC 

20 14:00 WI - Christmas Fayre CC 

24 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

December   

3 TBC Friends of St Michael’s - Wine Tasting CC 

6 19:30 WI - Sara Pateman - Handmade chocolates Demonstration CC 

8 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

Bugbrooke Church  Mondays 9:00-11:00 - Open for refreshments 

Bugbrooke Family Morning, Term Time Thursdays  9.00 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

CC - Community Centre SS - Sunday School 
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