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Guest Editor: Tony Pace

On being a Guest.

I think I am the first Guest Editor of Link. Since 1985 John Sexton has
done this job and he has fully earned all our thanks. But for the last
three years he has asked for a break and, after some gentle
“arm-twisting”, I agreed to take it on for one issue.

Being the Guest Editor has been like visiting a friend’s house for the
first time. You feel a little strange and confused but they are hospitable
and friendly people who, as good hosts, do all they can to make your
stay as comfortable and easy as possible. Meanwhile the guest has a
duty to behave and be well mannered, not to throw crockery, break the
furniture or make loud noise. The well-behaved guest may be invited
back from time to time and I hope that may be the case — but not too
frequently!

So now you know that LINK has a guest room that others may care
to visit. Many of us have duties at work and at home which make it
difficult for us to commit to being the permanent Editor. But many of
you could give it one try as a Guest. I have found it both interesting and
enjoyable and I am sure you will too, so come along — where is the next
volunteer?

and the world goeson . . .

One of the privileges of Editorship is that you see the articles before
anyone else. As I have read through them I have appreciated how LINK
represents the mixture and values of a vibrant and thriving community.
We have lived here for eight years and seen our children grow and start
to leave. Now I hope to stay here, enjoy the changing seasons and play
my part in the variety of activities that are available to us all.

As [ write, the early summer is past. This year, through the
combination of sun and rain, the brightness of the spring greenery
seems to have stayed on for longer than usual. Again we have had two
successful and enjoyable village fetes (well done to the organisers). We
are now moving into the holiday season and we hope you will all have a
safe and enjoyable time wherever you may go or whatever you may do.

Closing date for the next issue is 14TH SEPTEMBER 1992
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Parish Council Meetings

May and June

The May meeting saw Alf Oliver stand down as Chairman. He is now
working out of the County for much of the time and, as he cannot get to
every meeting, he does not feel that he should take the Chair. He will,
however, be continuing as a Parish and District Councillor. His
successor was decided by “Buggin’s Turn” when the Vice Chairman (yes
me I'm afraid) was elected unopposed to take the Chair. (This exalted
new role does not change the status of these notes which remain a
personal view of some of the items considered at Parish Council
meetings.) Aubrey Howard was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman.
The Parish Council then recorded their appreciation of the service Alf
Oliver has given to the Council as Chairman and wished him every
success in his new venture.

The Parish Council also expressed their great appreciation of the
work carried out by Colin Nuttall, who recently retired as Secretary to
the Footpaths Committee. He has been actively involved in all aspects of
footpaths for many years and is the main reason why the paths in
Bugbrooke are so clearly defined and, generally, well maintained. Mr.
Simon Butterworth has taken over as Secretary and we all welcome his
interest and involvement.

In September last the Parish Council objected strongly to proposals
by the County Council for a sand extraction pit in the village which
would be sited on land behind the new electricity sub-station next to
Campion School. The main grounds for objection concern the water
table, the close proximity of underground pipelines and the additional
lorry traffic through the village on inadequate roads. It was hoped that
the County Council, who were unhappy with the level of mineral
extraction required from Northamptonshire by the Government, would
listen to such local objections. However, having completed the first stage
of the consultation process, the extraction site for Bugbrooke remains in
the Plan. A further consultation process is now under way and the
Parish Council have emphasised their strong opposition to such a site
appearing in Bugbrooke. (I happen to know the County Council’s officer
in charge of Minerals and he asked me the other day whether it was
true that I had said if a sand extraction pit is located at Bugbrooke he
would end up at the bottom of it. I confirmed that this was my intention
and he laughed ... thinking I was joking!)

Police matters seem to be a regular topic for discussion lately.
Following the public meeting arranged by the Police Consultative
Committee to discuss the policing of Bugbrooke and surrounding
villages, a letter has been received from Kislingbury Parish Council; they
are unhappy about the lack of police presence and the subsequent rising
crime in their village. They suggest that all the local Parish Councils in
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the area should write to our Member of Parliament to express concern.
Certainly, the apparent withdrawal of the police from the community
comes at a sensitive time nationally, with disturbances and ‘joyriding’
increasingly hitting the headlines and, even on a local level, the
incidence of vandalism and nuisance is increasing. Consequently, the
Parish Council agreed to join the expression of concern and write to the
new Deputy Speaker, Michael Morris, MP. We await his reply with interest.

On a lighter note Mrs. Diana Cockrill gave an informative and
entertaining talk upon our ‘twin” French village, Iteuil, near Poitier. It
seems that local government is much more local in France. Although of
a similar size to Bugbrooke, Iteuil has an annual budget of around
£800,000 (F8m) and a Mayor who wears an imposing sash and is
empowered to perform civil marriages. The Twinning Committee are
keen to involve local youngsters in future visits and are anxious to hear
from anyone who would like to accommodate French youngsters.

Northamptonshire Rural Community Council are promoting the idea
of a village appraisal to provide information on each village about, for
example, housing, businesses and other facilities. The difficulty is that
they expect local volunteers to carry out the surveys to provide such
information. As a start to this process, Phil Bignell has agreed to collate
information currently in the possession of Canon Tim Partridge about
the village’s housing as this sort of information seems to be of the most
use, particularly when considering planning applications.

Finally, the Parish Council are still coming to terms with the new
constitution reflecting recent legislation which dictates that any item
requiring a decision must be clearly shown as part of the agenda.

It is a little cumbersome and can be frustrating for Parish Councillors
when issues arise after the agenda has been prepared but before the
meeting. Nevertheless, the law does not allow decisions to be taken
under ‘any other business’. We must all, therefore, learn to cope with the
new situation.

David Harries

Editor's Note: Congratulations to Dave Harries on his election as
Chairman. We look forward to his continued reporting on PC matters.
Also may we add our appreciation of Alf Oliver’s service.

Electoral Registration

The District Council have asked us to publicize the forthcoming annual
Registration of Electors. We are pleased to do so believing it is
everyone’s right to vote:

In order to vote, your name must be on the current Register of
Electors. Each Autumn you are sent a form, which you should complete
and return to the Council Offices at Towcester. It is pre-paid, so it won't



Kingfisher Gallery

Beech Lane, Kislingbury, Northampton

Open: ‘Wed, Thurs, Jri,

Sat, Sun, Bank Holidays] 118 - 530pm

#
Come and browse round our purpose built
gallery. We have oils * Water colours and
acrylics by popular Northamptonshire artists
* Marine, Sporting and Landscape prints *
First and Limited Edition prints * Cash's silk.
pictures, cards and bookmarks * Old and
unusual pieces of fumiture * Quality china,
jewellery etc.

Groups welcome by appointment. Easy parking
* Easy access for the disabled

Telephone:
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Traditional Butcher

For Home Killed Beef, Pork,
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Fresh from Our Own Farm
or
Local Market
Home Made Sausages
Fresh Chickens, Game in Season
Meat Supplied for Home
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Orders Delivered
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M. J. IRESON

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

% Quality Work
* Estimates Free

1 Smitherway, Bugbrooke,
Northants., NN7 3PT

Telephone: (0604) 830404

cost you anything - only a minute or two of your time. Indeed, if you
don’t send it back you could be fined!

If you have any query on the form or are uncertain whether you are
eligible to register, please telephone the Electoral Registration Officer on
Towcester (0327) 50211 and ask for Elaine Cowles on extension 239.

Remember, if you are not registered you will not be able to vote.
Waiting until an election is called before bothering to register is a sure
way of missing out. Over 50,000 people re-register each autumn, so
don’t be one of the handful that lose their vote.

St Michael & All Angels Church News

Churchyard Collection

We have applied for police permission to have our annual house to
house collection for the Churchyard Fund. Everyone who dies in the
village has the right to be buried in the churchyard whatever their
religious beliefs or otherwise, indeed if there was no churchyard the
Parish Council would have to provide a cemetery paid for by your
community charge. Hence having a churchyard looked after by

" volunteers and paid for by the Church does mean a reduction in each

person’s community charge. That is why we come to every house
during August to ask for a contribution to the costs of looking after the
churchyard. It will be adults doing the collection and they will have
their certificate with them if you want to check them.

Churchyard Volunteers

Thank you to those who responded to our appeal for more help with
the churchyard, and thanks to all the splendid volunteers who keep the
churchyard so tidy.

Christian Stewardship

At the last PCC Meeting it was agreed to hold a Stewardship Mission
beginning on Oct 4th when it is hoped to visit every family who
worship regularly to help them think about their giving of money, time
and talents to the world around them and to our local church. Detailed
plans are now being prepared.

Parish Quiet Day — Sept 19th

A chance to think and read and pray in different and peaceful
surroundings with the pressures of life lifted for a brief while. Why not
take time out to join us, there is a list in church for names.

Rogues’ Gallery

The PCC Pastoral Committee are organising a series of displays with
photographs on our display board in church so that everyone can see
and identify those who play particular roles in our Church life. The first
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group to be featured are the Pastoral Committee themselves and other
groups will follow. Do go and see the current display.

Friendship Circles

To help the members of the congregation to get to know one another we
are asking a number of those with hostess skills to invite about 10
people to their home during the next three months so that they can all
meet one another. Each hostess will do the get together in their own
particular way but we hope to include everyone who is a regular
member of our congregation.

Welcoming newcomers

The Pastoral Committee spent an evening visiting Pound Lane and
delivering copies of our Church Welcome leaflet. Despite the rain they
were given kindly welcomes by those who were in. If there are any of
those who were out who would like a visit please contact Alan Kent on
830518.

Church Autumn Bazaar
Please note that this is booked for Nov 21st in the Sunday School.

Centenary Project Fund

This now stands at over £1500 and we shall be using money from it to
send a first instalment of what we have promised to the church in
Guinea, and to pay the deposit on the repair of our church superfrontal.

Bugbrooke Junior Church Choir
We congratulate the following on the awards they have recently gained:

Anna Nightingale & Craig Fergus — Diocesan Dean’s Award

Claire Burt — Red ribbon ~ the highest church choir award

Joanna Akehurst, Sarah Burt, Shelley Cartwright, Rosalyn “ollings,
Kristy England, Katie & Craig Fergus, Clair Haylock — dark blue ribbon
— the intermediate church choir award.

Church Fete - Saturday 13 June 1992 »

The Church Fete Committee wish to thank all those who very kindly
helped in so many ways to make the fete a successful and most
enjoyable occasion. And of course, our thanks go to all who attended

and gave so generously — see you next year on Saturday 26 June.
Alec Shaw (Chairman)

Bugbrooke & District Choral Society

The Autumn Term will begin on Thursday 10th September, we would
welcome any new members so if you enjoy singing why not come along
and join us on Thursday evenings in Campion School at 8 p.m.



CAR SALES=

Abington,Autovue
331 Wellingborough Road,
Northampton, NN1 4EW
Telephone: (0604) 32860

Come and see a selection of hand picked clean and
tidy inexpensive cars at very sensible prices. Most cars
are sold with new MOTs and are fully serviced in our
own workshops.

Browse at your leisure with no high pressure whizz kid
salesman snapping at your ankles; you'll get friendly
service with good after sales care.

Part exchange welcome. Finance and advice
available. We are Licenced Credit Brokers, written
details on request.

Had a bump?

Rusty or damaged paintwork?

Then phone us for quality crash and
body repairs, including resprays in our

18 St Jamgs l\lilill’ low bake oven. Quick, reliable service.
Eﬂl:ﬁmzi C?(;se Estimates for insurance companies a
St James Mill Road pleasure, free of charge.

Northampton NN5 5JF

Tel: 0604 750490 Free collection and delivery service.

A.M.S. BODY REPAIR CENTRE

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Music Society

We are midway through the preparation of next season’s programme
which will commence in September. It is hoped that the programme will
be completed and issued to members in August.

There is one particular event however that stands out in the calendar
and that is a performance by the Mellstock Band and the Christminster
Singers on October 17th in the church. The Mellstock Band and the
Singers are one of the few groups of musicians that perform West
Gallery Music, Songs and Dances in the original form. ,

West Gallery music originated after the Restoration due to the fact
that the Parliamentarians had destroyed most of the organs in churches
all over the country. Each village or community formed its own band
from local musicians who not only played for the services in church on
Sunday but also performed at all other events in their locality. The
music has a vitality all of its own and we are extremely lucky to have
obtained the services of the band due to a very kind sponsor; it will be a
rare opportunity for people in the village to enjoy this unique music and
the singing that accompanies it.

It is anticipated that many people from quite a large radius around
Bugbrooke will attend due to the popularity of this event. To ensure that
the people of the village are able to attend, tickets will be offered for sale
in the village only during the month of August. Thereafter tickets will
be on general sale throughout Northamptonshire and neighbouring
counties and, although you will still be able to buy tickets, you will
have no priority. Should you wish to attend please make sure of your
ticket during August. Seats are limited to 250.

Prices will be £5 and £3.50 for Senior Citizens and Children and will
be obtainable from the following;:

Rev. Canon T. Partridge, The New Rectory, Church Lane,

Bugbrooke Tel. 830373

Mr & Mrs B. Piper, 71 High Street, Bugbrooke Tel. 832292

Mrs V. Burt, 4A Pilgrims Lane, Bugbrooke Tel. 830792

Mrs N. Rogers, 20 West End, Bugbrooke Tel. 832415

Mrs M. Shipman, 1 Waggoners Way, Bugbrooke Tel. 831999

Mr C. Ashmore, Lodge Cottage, Cornhill Tel. 0466 830357

and also at Northampton 642107.

B.A. Piper — Chairman

Very Charitable Giving

Which would you rather do - organise a house-to-house charity
collection for 10 villages or cycle 70 miles in the hot June sun?

I know which required the least effort but both produced wonderful
results, mainly thanks to the generosity of you all.
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Unit 4, Litchborough Industrial Estate,
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and SON
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Personal 24 hour service
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Upstairs
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0604 863482
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E. & T.

Minibuses

T. L. WRIGHT

CONTRACT & PRIVATE HIRE

4 LIME GROVE,
BUGBROOKE,
NORTHAMPTON.
Telephone Northampton 832489

For the past 5 years I have organized the Christian Aid Week
collection for Bugbrooke and surrounding villages and it is a cause very
close to my heart. However, it is not really an enjoyable task and its
success is very reliant on the efforts of organisers in the other villages
and the many volunteer street collectors in Bugbrooke.

This year was great as there was no shortage of willing volunteers.
Last year, during a peak of publicity about the terrible problems of the
Third World, collections were 50% up on the previous year. We did not
believe we could get such a good response again. I can only apologize
for misjudging your generosity; the £574 that you gave this year was
actually very close to the amount collected last year. So thank you all,
and a special thanks to all the collectors.

In the spring, Liz White suggested I join her on a sponsored cycle
ride from Birmingham to Oxford on behalf of Cancer Research. Having
never previously cycled much further than the village shop, I decided to
go into training. In the beautiful spring weather of this year, I soon
discovered some wonderful rides around the local lanes and villages as I
built up to a regular 10 miles a day.

But Birmingham to Oxford is 70 miles; would I manage it?

Five of us from the village, along with 5,000 others, set off from the
N.E.C. at about 8.30 am. with the temperature already approaching

-70°F. The entire route to Oxford was along minor roads and through

small villages which were very welcoming. The route was very well
signed with marshals at every jucntion and refreshments, first aid and
mechanics every few miles ([ didn’t need any first aid but the bike did!)

With not too many steep hills (yes, I walked up 2 or 3) and the
support and company of the other riders, the miles sped by and I
reached Oxford in 612 hours. The free can of chilled Appletise was very
welcome (to apply to the sore bits as much as to drink!)

Between the five of us we collected £945 for Cancer Research and had
a wonderful time as well. So thank you all for your generosity and
support; why don’t you join us next year — all that is needed is a little
training.

Sue Pace

Nature Notes By Bill Lantsbery

I am starting to write these notes on 7th July and I have just had a call
from Esther asking me if I had seen the fox! I said no; so she said one
had been run over between here and the brook. I have been to see it and
I feel that it was a sick fox. It is thin and not a good specimen. I think its
suffering is now over.

Staying with Esther for another piece of news, after they came back
from their holiday to Berwick Upon Tweed, they brought me a little
book about the Farne Islands. It is the most interesting book I have read
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in years. It tells all about puffins, terns, cormorants, auks and many
more birds. What an interesting place these islands must be. I smiled
when Esther said that some of the men who work there wear tin hats
because the terns object to visitors and dive bomb them!

Just a note about the cormorant. Its nest is built on open rocks and is
about a metre high. It is made mostly of seaweed but anything can be in
it, the book said one nest had a baby’s comforter in it and a rabbit’s
skull. The smell of decaying fish around the island is said to be
indescribable and the visit is not for the squeamish. Not a really good
spot to have your lunch! By the way there are upwards of thirty islands
when the tide is low.

I find I am not too good at identifying moths. There are so many in
the book. I think I shall have to go back to school again. Linda Barr
asked me to go round to her home in Peace Hill because she had two
moths mating on her bird bath. With the aid of her son we looked them
up. I think they might have been Poplar Hawk moths.

Bill Langley from Great Lane brought a lovely specimen of a moth
round. He found it clinging to a wall. It was a Red Underwing. I have
just counted the names of the moths in my little book, the Oxford Book
of Insects, there were 228. Butterflies are only 61.

Our son David called one day with a moth story. He said he found a
large cocoon just under the surface of the soil. He put it in a jar with
some soil over it and a day or two later he saw a moth lying on top of
the soil. One wing did not seem to be normal. A day later he looked
again and the moth was mating with another one. She had attracted a
mate without moving. David said the strong scent they put out is called
Pheromones. I take his word for it! Some time later both moths had
gone. Mating did that wing a bit of good!

Mrs Jeyes from Waggoners Way brought me a little pot with an object
in and I wasn’t quite sure what it was. It was like a small caterpillar
with yellow tufts of hair along its back. It had been eating her rose bush,
so I looked in the rose book and sure enough I found its picture. It was
the caterpillar of the Vapourer moth. So much for moths.

This morning, 9th July, I received a phone call asking me if I would
like to go round and see the duck! You remember I started the notes last
time talking about Claire Higginbottom hatching out a mallard’s egg.
Well Evie and I toddled straight round and we did have a lovely half
hour. Claire had this wonderful female mallard swimming around in a
little paddling pool just behind her house. It is now about three months
old and is a perfect pet. It is so tame. It likes to be nursed before it goes
to bed and often goes to sleep on Claire’s lap. I said she might have
trouble with the cats but the duck sorts them out quite easily. They leave
her well alone. The problem now is where is she to have her next home.
I will report on this in the next notes.

Now the bird sightings. Molly Farmer tells me she has seen a barn
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owl at Upton. Tom Grant from Leamington says he has seen a buzzard
and a tawny owl there. Mrs Nicholls from Quakers Close tells me that
the spotted flycatchers have nested again in her garden. They have
renovated the same nest for five years. We are pleased to have seen
linnets in the garden two or three days ago.

Mr Whipp from the Paddocks came round last Sunday and brought a
little dead bat he had found in his attic. I think it was a little Pipistrelle.
I think bats are not so numerous as they were a few years ago.

I must conclude on a happy note so I must forget the blackfly,
greenfly, whitefly and earwigs infesting the garden and ask the question,
“Have you ever heard the blackbirds and thrushes singing so
beautifully?” Perhaps it’s the strange liquid that is falling out of the sky
at the moment that is making them so happy. I believe it is called rain!

Bugbrooke Flower Festival

The Committee which organises the Flower Festival each year would
like to thank all those who took part - without you and your
arrangements, there would be no Festival. Just over £200 was raised,
and it has been decided to use this to have the church altar frontal
renovated — a costly job but when done, something that everybody will
notice.

Another very big thank you is due to our sponsors, as follows:

Bugbrooke Playing Fields Association

St Michael’s Music Society

Bugbrooke Darby & Joan Club

Bugbrooke W.I.

Bugbrooke Flower Society

Bugbrooke Dramatic Society

Bugbrooke Parish Council

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club

Bugbrooke Allotments Association

The Mothers Union

The Five Bells

Their contributions certainly helped to make the Festival much more
colourful and we felt that we were doing something for the village of
Bugbrooke as a whole. If we have inadvertently missed a sponsor, or if
you donated anonymously, please accept our thanks just the same.

Joan Chester and the Committee

Bugbrooke Flower Society

After our break in May it was good to see the hall so full and we were
so lucky to have Linda Stamp as our demonstrator. She had just
returned from the National Finals in Glasgow where she was delighted
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