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The mug is for the Silver Jubilee of
Queen Mary and King George V
on 6 May 1935. The beaker is the
Coronation of George VI and
Elizabeth on 12 May 1937
Courtesy Gwen Catt

Official coronation portrait of Queen
Elizabeth, taken after the coronation
ceremony.

Cecil Beaton

Part of Bugbrooke
History Group Jubilee
Exhibition. Postage
stamps are the only ones
issued for the
Coronation. The coins
by the mugs are

% Coronation and Silver
Jubilee Crowns.



Bugbrooke LINK Magazine
(Issue 174), June 2012
Editor: Paul Cockcroft

I hope you like the cover of the magazine and that you find
the contents interesting and informative. At our AGM in
May, the committee members were re-elected and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the committee for their hard work and for producing six
excellent issues of our village magazine over the last year.

I would like to extend thanks to all those who support LINK by
contributing in any way, and in particular to the advertisers since without their
payments we would not be able to provide the printed magazine free to every
household in Bugbrooke.

There are plenty of events in the village and celebrations for the Jubilee
during June 2012 and a great deal of effort has gone into the arrangements, so
please do make the most of the opportunities to join in and have a good time.

The Olympic torch will pass through Northampton town centre on its way

to the Olympic stadium in London on Monday 2 July. The route will include
Bridge Street, The Drapery and Abington Street as well as the Market Square.

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an
impressively wide range of information and links to other organisations and
websites, including back issues of LINK and items that are additional to what
has been included in the magazines.

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 2
July 2012, but earlier submissions are most welcome. The preferred way of us
receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk.

An earlier Jubilee

No doubt Bugbrooke will celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in style,
especially over an extended weekend, covering four days - so much work to do
to organise such an event. The children will be looking forward to a wonderful
party and games, just as we did in 1935 and 1937. I can remember the lovely tea
we enjoyed at the Silver Jubilee of Queen Mary and King George V, and the
coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. We all had a wonderful tea
party in the old Dutch barn by Bugbrooke Manor, with straw bales around the
outside.

Front Page: The Queen’s coronation, the coronation coach at the Silver Jubilee
and the Queen at her Golden Jubilee
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My brother and I wore paper hats and carried a flag, a
trumpet, and, in the evening, a lantern. I can remember
everyone walking up the High Street in the evening, on
their way to a bonfire at the top of the clumps, singing
“It's a Long Way to Tipperary”. I was so very tired after
a lovely but busy day I asked my Dad, “When are we
going to get to Tipperary?”

The photos Dad &=
took in the garden
in the High St were
of Ebenezer Clark,
Sid and Gwen on |

s

one, and Gwen holding her Lantern on the
other, just before they started the walk.
Guwen Catt (nee Clark)

Coronation Celebrations 1953
King George VI died in February 1952. His eldest daughter was immediately
declared to be monarch of the realm, but her Coronation took place on June 2d
1953. And what a magnificent occasion it was.

Most people remember it as being the first time they saw a television. The
age of the television was in its infancy, and the procession and ceremony were
transmitted live and watched by people all over the country. Those who were
lucky enough to have a television invited friends, neighbours and relatives in to
watch the small screen with its black and white
pictures, and to hear the distinctive voice of
Richard Dimbleby describing and explaining
the events of the historic day.

Bugbrooke celebrated with a tea party and
sports day in the Park. This is now the grounds
of New Creation Hall, which in 1953 was the
Old Rectory and belonged to Mrs Harrison,
widow of Ernest Harrison. Their son Charles,
Rector of Bugbrooke in 1953 lived in the New
Rectory on the opposite side of Church Lane.
Sports in the Park included Tug of War and
races for the children. Fortunately there was a

Fancy Dress Parade
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Marquee for food and drinks, and somewhere
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to shelter when it rained, which it did. - Néllié Hégvitt, ]uné S;avage
At the end of the day a large fire was lit on and Diana Hewitt
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the top of Bugbrooke Downs. |
There was a firework display and |
barrels of beer to finish the day in
a cheerful fashion with plenty of
singing and dancing. The streets ||
and buildings were decorated
with flags and bunting in red,
white and blue. People who had a
car went on a tour of the villages
to see all the decorations. In
Northampton there were free bus
rides round the town.

A film of the Coronation then went the rounds of the cinemas and this was
very popular, a chance for people to see the whole day in colour. School trips
were organised to go to see the film.

Sheila Watson, Gwen Hobbs, Helen Clark,
Yvonne Lovell and Rose Botterill

A strong memory for many of us old enough to remember the day is the
announcement that morning that Everest had been conquered by a British
expedition, lead by John Hunt. Hilary and Tensing were the men who had placed
the Union Jack on the summit. There was much for us to celebrate.

One man I have spoken to recently has very special memories of Coronation
Day. Michael Wills of Bugbrooke was in the Household Cavalry and had the
honour of being part of the sovereign’s escort in the procession. He proudly rode
his magnificent black horse, Shylock, behind the golden coach, and in his own
words “I escorted a Princess to the Abbey and brought back a Queen.”

Pat Kent

Bugbrooke Parish Council

The Parish Council has received an encouraging e-mail from Donald, the new Bishop
of Peterborough, with regard to the new burial ground extension. The Parish Clerk
contacted him asking if he might be able to get things moving and he responded by
saying he hoped he would soon be able to come over to Bugbrooke to consecrate the
new ground. We hope his influence will enable the process of exchanging land to
proceed more quickly. In the meantime the clerk has been asked to make a planning
application to South Northants Council for a change of use of the Glebe Field to
recreation land and for part of the Millennium Green to become a burial ground. The
next move will be for the Millennium Green trustees to apply to the Charity
Commissioners for their agreement to the change of use.



The legal agreement for the new allotment ground has been drawn up and it
is hoped the new allotment holders will have a chance to get some crops in the
ground this season. It still should be time for late potatoes, autumn carrots,
parsnips, autumn greens, beans, brussels and heading broccoli, so there could be
plenty to do to keep everyone busy. That is once they have fenced against the
rabbits!

By the time this issue is published everyone will be enjoying the festivities
for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebration. Many thanks are due to Ian Gordon
and his helpers for organising the event on behalf of the village.

Immediately after these celebrations the village will be holding a twinning
ceremony on June 9% with Vohl (Germany). All village organisations have been
invited from 6.30pm - 7.30pm for the formal arrangements and a Barn Dance and
Pig Roast will take place from 6.45pm-11.00pm. Thanks are due to Campion
School and the Women’s Institute for producing an excellent banner to celebrate
the occasion. This will be permanently hung in the Small Hall at the Community
Centre after the event. Campion School is kindly providing music by their Steel
Band during the ceremony. Thanks are extended to Catherine Parry, Willie
Marriott and Jane Causebrook for organising the details of the event and to MP
Chris Heaton-Harris for organising a trip to the House of Commons for the
visitors from Vohl.

Councillors Eve Jackson and Jonathan Shribman have had to resign from the
council and two new members will be co-opted onto the council by the current
members. We have also received a resignation from Catherine Parry, our Parish
Clerk. Catherine has had a busy time over the last 3 years and has served the
village well. We wish her all the best for the future. Anyone interested in
becoming Parish Clerk should contact Catherine on 832838. The position may
require some training but involves a salary of about £4,000 per annum.

John Curtis, Chairman of the Parish Council.

' n  COUNTRY BARN
Bugbrooke Parish Counci <=2
Invites you to a Jubilee Hog Roast and a ...
on Saturday 9 June 2012

at Bugbrooke Community Centre

Tickets £10.00
Contact the Clerk on 0774 847 6966 .
Or email bugbrookepc@btconnect.com - .-
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Nature Notes
During the last few weeks we have been looking for signs of hedgehogs in our
garden. The first signs are that you see their black, greasy-looking droppings on
lawns and paths and this gives some indication of where they go in your garden.
As they are nocturnal, we used an infra-red camera set to video mode, to try to
track our hedgehog. We were surprised at the speed our hedgehog moved as it
raced along in search of food. They are one of nature’s tidying-up animals and are
looking for slugs, snails, beetles and earthworms, although they will take eggs
from ground-nesting birds. However, the most regular place for it to visit was
underneath the bird feeders. Perhaps this shouldn’t be surprising as I have found
a recipe online for hedgehog food made of unsalted peanuts, sunflower seeds,
dried mealworms and sultanas. Hedgehogs are lactose intolerant, so please don’t
put milk out for them as this will cause them to have diarrhoea and to become
dehydrated. Instead dog food would be better, or make up a mix of the things
mentioned above.

There is a lot of concern about hedgehogs as they seem to be disappearing.
The loss of hedges and permanent grassland, and the use of pesticides that kill
the hedgehogs’ food are both likely to be significant. The use of slug pellets has
long been thought to be a cause, but new research suggests that a hedgehog
would have to eat an enormous quantity of the pellets or poisoned slugs for the
dose to be lethal. However, it may affect their fertility so that fewer baby
hedgehogs are born. If you want to protect your plants against slug attack, the
favourite is to bury a jam jar half filled with beer and let the slugs die a happy
death, but you could encourage your local hedgehog to help do the job for you!

One way is not to be too tidy (see Stan Clark’s excellent article on the
dangers of being too tidy). A wood pile provides a good home for a hedgehog
and leaving an area around a compost heap to be a bit wilder would encourage
the food that the hedgehog is looking for. If you have a big enough garden, a
“conservation area” where you let nature take its course with only a little tidying
would be helpful, and beneficial for other wildlife too. There are even ready-
made hedgehog homes on the market, as well as pre-packed food made
especially for hedgehogs, but it doesn’t matter how hedgehog friendly your
garden is if it is completely enclosed, hedgehogs won’t get in. A hedgehog travels
about 1 mile each night, so it needs to get out of (or get into) your garden to do
that. They can climb stone walls, but not brick walls or fences. If you scoop out a
shallow gap under the fence (even a couple of inches is enough as they can
squeeze themselves very small), or remove a brick from the bottom of a wall,
your garden can be linked to other gardens around you.

If you find a hedgehog that appears to be in trouble there is a link on the
Mammals page of Nature Notes at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk to help you do the
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right thing. You can also see some clips of our hedgehog there too.

Look out for the kingfisher around the brook and canal. When we moved to
Bugbrooke 30 years ago, we often saw a kingfisher, but we haven’t seen one here
for some years now. During the Birdwatch in 2011 there was a set of results from
the marina that had a sighting of a kingfisher and I have heard that a kingfisher is
occasionally seen by the brook. If you see one, please let me know.

Margaret Cooke, 832125

Loss of Wildlife Habitats

An extract from a letter sent to the Royal Horticultural Society

I read with great interest an article from the RHS garden magazine of January
2012 regarding areas of grassland in London’s Royal Parks that are to be left
uncut under a new management regime. It is to be part of an experiment to
convert mown grassland back into meadow land. Being a country born and bred
man who takes great interest in nature, I found the article very pleasing, and here
is the reason why.

In the early years of my working life as a ladder maker and undertaker’s
assistant starting in 1954, I spent many hours in churchyards and cemeteries
digging out graves. During this period all such places were left completely wild
and natural, the exception being the paths to where recent burials had taken
place, or where the next of kin still kept their loved ones’ graves tidy, and this I
have no qualms about.

Being brought up within a farming community, I was taught to use a scythe
to cut long grass for hay-making, hence I was asked, not only to dig out the
graves, but twice yearly to mow the areas of the churchyards and cemeteries by
scythe. I found doing such work very pleasant and rewarding in more ways than
one. Not only because of the wonderful aroma from the freshly cut grasses, but
from seeing the growth of the many natural varieties of plants in the grass. There
were too many to mention here, but amongst them were some species of orchids
which are now very rare. Another reason was to see the great variety of insects
including flies, butterflies and moths of every type. Certain areas were full of
wild strawberries that attracted different types of butterflies. These in turn
attracted a variety of mammals and birdlife both during daylight hours and at
night time. Some tombstones were covered or overgrown with ivy and this also
attracted birds and insects through the year.

Then, keeping everywhere tidy became the way. Instead of cutting the grass
twice a year, I was requested to cut it on a more regular basis, at least once a
month and sometimes twice. Instead of using a scythe, I was asked to use a motor
driven rotary mower, making the churchyards and cemeteries more like lawns,



and so the variety of plant, insect, and birdlife was lost.

At one time I started up in business cutting grass full time as it was so
lucrative. I did whatever was requested to keep such areas tidy, even using
tractors with flails after removing and making paths from the gravestones, and
using a vibrating roller to level out all the humps and hollows in the churchyards.
There was a row of Scots pines along one of the paths in Bugbrooke churchyard
where red squirrels could be seen scurrying about the trunks and between their
drays in the boughs. When the Scots pines went, so did the red squirrels, never to
return. The workload escalated and I was asked to mow roadside verges, but the
damage to nature was devastating and it left the verges and churchyards as dead
of nature as those under the soil. Some people started to set daffodils in the
roadside grass verges to bring them back to life instead of allowing things to go
back to nature with its diversity of flora and fauna. You can’t try to replace nature
with such madcap goings-on. It beggars belief.

Since my early teens, to my seventy odd years of life, I have witnessed miles
of hedgerows being ripped out in the name of progress, dozens of field ponds
filled in or drained. What hedges that are left are being cut with flail mowers
instead of laying them, thus robbing the wild life of a bountiful supply of winter
food.

There is no point complaining that the cuckoo is rarely heard when there is a
scarcity of the caterpillars that it normally feeds on because there is nowhere for
them to live. Farm barns are being converted into dwellings too, so there is no
room for swallows, swifts, house martins, sparrows, barn owls, and bats....the list
goes on. Indirectly if can affect our food supply from the land, gardens and
allotments too. So, the sooner everyone starts helping nature, the better for all of
us.

Stanley Joseph Clark

The change in grass management which allows it to revert to a more nature friendly
environment is becoming increasingly common. Many rural churchyards have an area
which is left uncut to allow struggling wild flowers to emerge and has often resulted in a
remarkable increase in both flora and fauna. M. Cooke

Guinea Fowl

Many thanks to everyone who has kindly let me
know when my guinea fowl have strayed on to the
road outside my house. Some people have taken the
trouble to stop their car and call in and some have
even called by phone. Also, thanks to those who
have slowed down and avoided them whilst they
scuttle across the road. There are 27 altogether, not
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by design, but because last year they raised 21 chicks! The hen will sit on the eggs
for almost a month, with her male companion watching over her. She will leave the
nest only to feed. I have seen a hen sitting on 36 eggs, but most times the fox will
come, taking the hen and eating the eggs. This happened about four times last year
but the last sitting escaped the fox and as a result there are so many this year! They
roost in the cherry tree in my garden, and I always know when something amiss is
happening as they guard like geese and make a real noise. So, thank you all very
much for being so caring and if anyone wants guinea fowl to keep let me know
should they sit again—I shall have plenty of chicks and by the way their eggs are
delicious.
Many thanks once again,
Kaye Adams

Bugbrooke History Group - Naseby

The Battle of Naseby is the subject of the next meeting of Bugbrooke History
Group on Wednesday, June 13%. A member of the Naseby Battlefield Project will
be at the Community Centre at 7.30p.m. The A.G.M. will also take place on June
13 Anyone who is interested is invited. The History Group has no fixed
membership, but welcomes all with an interest in History.

At our April meeting Elizabeth Morgan came dressed as a Roman woman,
and entertained and enlightened us with details of life in a Roman household,
including food preparation and eating, visits to the baths and the very public
lavatories where the Romans could catch up on local gossip.

The summer months should give us more opportunity for investigating and
searching for evidence of old Bugbrooke, using magnetometer and metal
detecting. I cannot give definite dates now, but watch out for adverts, or, if you
let me know you are interested, I will make sure you are notified.

A big thank-you to everyone who responded to our request for memories
and memorabilia of the 1953 Coronation and subsequent Jubilees. They formed
the Jubilee Celebration Exhibition on June 4,

Pat Kent (secretary) Tel 01604 830518, e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church

The date for our Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz this year is Friday 6t July; and we
expect that it will be a most enjoyable event. It will take place at the Community
Centre, with a starting time of 7.15 for 7.30pm. Tickets will be £9.00 a person,
which includes both the supper and entry to the quiz. The quiz will be based on
teams of four. Tickets are available from Roy Smith, 25 Pound Lane (tel 832715)
or Irene Neary, 17 The Paddocks (tel 830678). Please note that tickets must be
requested by Monday 2 July, since we need to order the fish and chips (with a
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choice of chicken or roe and chips for those who prefer).

The profits from the evening will of course go towards maintaining the
fabric of our village church. As I mentioned in the last issue of Link we have
already spent some £4200 this year on stonework repairs. If anyone would like to
become a member of the Friends the membership fee is only £5 a year (which
should be paid to our treasurer, Tony Pace, 4 Laddermakers Yard); and for those
who are already members can I just give a gentle reminder that this year’s fee is
now due .

Jim Inch, Chairman

Open Gardens 16-17 June

12 gardens will be open from 2-5 pm each day. You can start at any of the houses
shown on the map. Park at the Community Centre or Church car park. There will
be a charge of £3 per person (children free) and cream teas will be available in the
Sunday School. All proceeds will be shared between the Church and Macmillan
Cancer Care. On Sunday 17th at 6 pm there will be a Songs of Praise with
Malcolm Deacon in the Sunday School garden.
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Bugbrooke Church Village Fete

This year the fete is on Saturday 14th July starting at 2pm. It will take place as
usual on the church field next to the brook, and will be started by the arrival of the
Rose Queen, chosen from the Brownies, followed by her crowning in the arena.

Apart from all of the usual games, entertainments and stalls, this year we have
for the first time Ferret Racing organised by the International Ferret Welfare and
Rescue. Also this year our bouncy castle will be a ‘Super Heroes’ fun run bouncy
castle — not just your ordinary bouncy castle, to give extra fun for the children.

We will be undertaking Soft Toy re-homing. The ideal solution for all those
teddies you have outgrown and have no room for. Our teddy tombola will ensure
all teddies and soft toys go to new loving homes. We can foster teddies until fete
day so please donate your teddies to 14 The Paddocks or call 07920 422381 and
they can be collected.

There will be performances of dance and music in the arena, and you will of
course be able to take time out for tea and cakes at the refreshment tables, or hot
dogs and hamburgers.

Don’t forget to buy your duck for the duck race finale. Ducks are available to
buy before the day. Thank you to all those people in the village who sell ducks for
us and please help to make their task easy.

We will be repeating the Sports and Leisure Auction, and hope to have as
many attractive items as last year. This has become a fabulous addition to the fete
in recent years. If anyone can offer a suitable item for auctioning, this would be
most gratefully received. Please contact Geoff Cooke on 832125.

Look out for the church mailing at the beginning of July for further details.
And full details of the fete events will be kept up to date on our web page
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/fete, so check here for anything you want to know up to
and after the event.

So do come and enjoy an afternoon of fun and games at Bugbrooke’s main
annual outdoor event — 14 July 2pm.

Grumpy Old Brigade
As I cruise towards yet another birthday and reflect on the fact I have
experienced one more birthday than the Queen has had official
birthdays, I find myself joining the growing ranks of that
celebrated group of people affectionately (I hope!) described as
‘Grumpy!”’

One of my biggest ‘grumps’, alongside middle lane motorway huggers, is the

growing absurdity of Health and Safety directives and missives (see article ‘Health
and Safety at Easter’ April 2012) that are having the same effect on free speech and
expression as did any communist state. We find ourselves afraid to speak out and
to challenge just in case we are found culpable or in the line of fire for litigation.
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However, Health and Safety is just a symptom of a society probing,
questioning and challenging past custom, practice and perceived wisdom. This
has led to not only a questioning of health and safety issues but about institutions
and systems ranging from the quintessentially British Public School institution to
how a universal health service, free at the point of delivery, can be such a post
code lottery. From have we become a Nanny State with too much intrusion into
our privacy to, is marriage as an institution to be opened up to same sex
relationships!

The list goes on, the questioning goes on, the challenging goes on, the
changes go on to the extent we are now only certain of what we are uncertain of
as many of our preconceived ideas and comfort zones are eroded away like our
coastline!

Over the last hundred to a hundred and fifty years the Bible and the truths it
claims to embody have come under the same degree of, if not more, questioning,
challenging and debate than all its previous history. However, unlike the fabric
of society whose truths and values are being shaken and often destroyed, the
Bible has survived the test, has risen to the all pervasive questioning and
challenge and has been stirred, but has not been shaken!

The Bible is the very life-blood of the Christian Church and the truth
contained inside is universal and for everyone, why not take a look between the
covers.

A closing thought, if the Bible is untrue, irrelevant and past its sell by date
why is it that in the twenty first century there are still many places in the world
where governments put people in prison and even to death for merely having a
copy of the Bible, with many Christians tortured and even executed for speaking
and declaring its truths.

Have a think, even if I'm proven to be a full member of the ‘Grumpy Old
Brigade!

Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe

Winters in Tanzania

I shall be giving an illustrated talk about our winters in Tanzania building schools
on June 11th at 7:30 pm in the Sunday School. Everyone is very welcome — there
will even be some Tanzanian food.

Sue Pace (832516)

Bugbrooke Medical Practice Computer System

Bugbrooke Medical Practice is changing the medical computer system it uses on
Thursday 21st June 2012. We are aiming for a “seamless” transfer but ask for your
patience while staff become familiar with the new system in the days following
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the 21st June. Patients who order their medication using the on-line Emis/Patient
Access system should not be affected by this change.
Val Skidmore, Practice Manager

Dr Shribman’s retirement

Dr Jonathan Shribman retires from general practice at the end of July 2012, after
28 years as a GP at Bugbrooke Medical Practice. He is hosting a drop in farewell
event for patients at the medical practice on Wednesday 11th July between 4pm &
6pm. Please feel free to drop in for a chat, tea & cake.

Val Skidmore, Practice Manager

Bugbrooke Art Group

We held our annual exhibition in the Community centre on the weekend of
12t/13% May.Attendance was 178 - a little short of the record of 185 set back in
2008. 112 pictures were on show - second highest figure - of which 13 were sold (a
little disappointing when compared to the average during the previous four years
of over 20). 131 of the 228 cards on offer were sold. Refreshments took £85.01 - just
9 pence short of the previous record in 2010.

The quiz proved to be a bit more difficult than previous years. Each member
of the group had done a picture representing a television programme and visitors
were invited to guess what the prgrammes were. There was also a tiebreaker
question of which one was the first to be broadcast. In the event this wasn't
needed, as there was a clear winner with 7 correct answers out of 10.
Congratulations to Maureen Budsworth. The correct answers were as follows:-

Alan Who do think you are?

Barbara Watchdog (not One Man and his Dog as many thought)

Dave Horizon

Elizabeth Ski Sunday

Jean Panorama

Jim So you think you can dance (definitely not Downton Abbey)

John Coast

Judith ~ Springwatch

Margaret Newsnight

Sue Dancing on ice

The first of these to be broadcast was Panorama in 1953 beating Horizon by
11 years and Watchdog and Newsnight both in 1980. The rest are comparative
newcomers.

All in all it we had a very enjoyable and satisfying weekend; so a big thank
you to all those who came and supported us.
Dave Marshall and Jim Inch
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Bugbrooke Primary School - see pictures inside back cover

As usual, the school is a busy place, with everyone (children and staff) working
hard to improve and the summer term is no exception with the yearly round of
school trips, sports days and yearly assessments. It is also a time when we start to
prepare the children for the changes ahead of them: different classes, teachers and
schools for some! We will be helping our newest pupils (the rising fives) prepare
for this transition by inviting them into school on Monday 9t July for a morning
or afternoon to meet their teachers and new classmates. The parents of the new
Reception children are also invited to a meeting on Thursday 31% May to find out
more about the induction procedures for their children.

Cross Country Success!

At the end of April, our team of 58 junior children set off for Woodford Halse,
ready to run the gruelling 2-lap, cross country race in appalling weather
conditions! Despite pouring rain and thick mud, our children all completed the
course and finished with a smile on their faces. All four of our teams ran
exceptionally well and three children were placed in the top ten for their race. The
children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and their behaviour was excellent; they
encouraged each other and showed good sportsmanlike attitudes towards the
other schools. Our continued success is due to the enthusiasm and effort of the
children and to the hard work and commitment of the teachers.

Africa Rocks!

And so do the children in Year 3 and 4 who gave an outstanding performance in
their production of ‘Africa Rocks’. The show was a perfect ending to the
children’s learning about Tanzania and they enjoyed deepening their knowledge
about the country, people, culture and lifestyles there. In the production, the
children showed their talent for singing, drumming, dancing and acting, with
superb performances all round. However, most impressive of all was their
enthusiasm and energy for their show and their learning! Collections after the
performances raised a further £229 which we will send to Kimnyak Primary
School and which will be used to continue to help the children there — something
which our children in Year 3 and 4 care very deeply about!

Face Britain

As part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations, all the children in the school created
a self-portrait as part of the Face Britain event. The project is part of the Prince’s
Foundation for Children and the Arts and all the portraits up-loaded to the online
gallery will form part of events during the Jubilee celebrations and the London
Olympic and Paralympic Games. The portraits will be used as individual pixels
in a much larger montage of the Queen, which will be projected onto Buckingham
Palace so that all UK children can be part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations;
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these images will also be shown on BBC big screens in city centres during the
games. Take a look at the children’s portraits on facebritain.org.uk

Safety on the School Path

As you know, the children’s safety is always our highest priority and we are
continually looking at ways we can make the school environment safer. It is for
this reason that we have installed a lockable bollard on the footpath past the
entrance to the school car park. This is to improve safety for all pedestrians by
ensuring that no unauthorised vehicles drive up the path; there is, however,
plenty of room for mobility vehicles and buggies to get past. Should any residents
of houses backing on the school field require access to their gardens via the field,
please contact our school office on 01604 830610 and we will be happy to help
you.

Debbie Bastin, Headteacher, Bugbrooke Community Primary School

Bugbrooke Play Park

Following the obvious success of the play area for primary school aged children,
a group of mothers have got together to look at the feasibility of creating a play
area for older children within the village. The group have gauged opinion from
their own children as to what they would like and what would be sensible.
Perhaps the overriding consideration is that it would have to be sited somewhere
safe for the children and in clear view to deter vandalism. It has been suggested
that the existing play area on the Playing Fields could be developed and would
meet all the original concerns. The group realises that a considerable amount of
finance would be required and to that end fund raising activities are being
planned together other avenues of support. The group have set up a Facebook
page entitled ‘Bugbrooke Play Park Fund’, where information can be found and
where progress will be reported. Anyone who wants to become involved at
whatever level should in the first instance, contact: kaej@btinternet.com

Important Notice to all Bus Pass users

Please note that when your bus pass expires you will need to take it, with some
identification such as a driving licence and some proof of residence such as a
utilities bill, to any library for renewal.

It may take up to ten days after that for the new pass to be sent to you, so
make sure you renew your pass well before the date of its expiry or you will have
to pay to travel. It's as simple as that!

Diana Cockrill
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Bugbrooke Village Hall Playgroup

During the Easter Holidays you may have joined the Committee at Playgroup for
the Annual Easter Egg Hunt. Lots of parents and children came along for what
was a very busy but enjoyable occasion. It is proving to be a very popular event
and as well as the egg hunt there was also face painting and tattoos on offer and a
very pleasing sum of £130 was raised for Playgroup which will be put towards
the summer trip.

Due to the horrendous wet weather we have all been subject to, the Spring
Walk was sadly cancelled. Victoria had planned a Forest School type treasure
hunt during this walk but now hopes to hold this in the garden so the children
still get to experience the fun.

In June Playgroup is holding its summer trip to Rookery Open Farm in Stoke
Bruerne. Around 40 children will be accompanied by staff and parents for what
should be a great day out. Hopefully it will be a gorgeous sunny day with no
rain-soaked train ride repeats of last year!

Our main activities for this term will be focusing on the Jubilee celebrations
and the Olympics — two huge events in our calendar. There will be activities
leading to a ‘Princesses and Pirates’ garden party on 1% June. The children have
also been invited to take part in the parade in the Village on 4 June, to wear the
crowns they have made at Playgroup. We have had a kind offer from Will
Marriott to come in and talk to the children about the part he will be playing in
the Olympics and we will be holding an Olympic style sports day with Pollie
putting on a gymnastics display at the ‘Opening Ceremony’.

We are very pleased to welcome two new members, Rachel O'Neill and Kate
Meech, to the committee. In September 2012 we will lose two more members and
have the essential roles of Chairperson and Treasurer to fill. It is vitally
important that we have new people willing to join us as without the committee
and its officers, Playgroup would have to close. Being active on the committee
has many benefits, enabling you to have a say on how it is run and how money is
spent, as well as providing additional experience for your CV. If you are able to
provide a bit of time and support or would like a little more information on what
is involved please get in touch.

If you, a friend or family member has a child aged 2 to 4 years and would be
interested in looking around Playgroup please contact me on the number below
or via email as we are now filling our spaces for September 2012.

If you would like any information on any of the above or to look around our
new and improved facilities please contact Julie Tompkins on 07563 574155 or at
bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk.

Julie Tompkins
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Bugbrooke Wi

On 2nd April we were treated to a talk on child rearing in the 1700s

and the survival of only the fittest by Jan Warner. It proved to be a

most informative evening as well as nostalgic, as there were many

items of packaging and baby products that stemmed from the days of our
childhoods and those of our parents. It seems however, that in the 1700s a lot of
it was by trial and error. The local midwife had to wear two hats, she saw life
into the world and often saw to the details of infant death as well.

Poor hygiene and filthy living conditions only hampered the struggle for
women to rear healthy children, the mothers themselves often dying from
purple fever. It was up to the church to employ the midwives and they were not
medically trained, babies were born extremely small due to the mothers’ lack of
nutrition even though they were encouraged to drink ox blood and eat raw
liver.

Court ladies were sent out into the country for their confinement, known as
“Lying in chamber”. They were sent into the country to stay in one room,
windows blacked out, with a constant fire roaring in the grate, this was due to
the fact that many expectant women would contract purple fever and be
misdiagnosed for having a cold. Ignorance contributed too many infant deaths.

In the 1700s cows” milk was not looked upon favourably, and goats” and
asses’ milk was considered to be the closest to human milk. Feeding bottles
started out as cows’ horns, being the perfect funnel shape. Next came wood,
gold, silver, pewter and even lead! Then in the 1800s along came teats.
Previously, mothers had just tied a rag on the bottle, however rubber was
expensive.

I could fill a whole book with everything we were told and shown, but I
will finish on one interesting fact; and that is that in 1880 the pram was
classified as a road vehicle.We have no speaker in May due to our Resolutions
Evening in Harpole. Our speaker for June will be Alison Rockett, who will be
talking about creating business opportunities for women in Uganda. As always
everyone is welcome.

Jane Barker janebarker26@btinternet.com

Bugbrooke & District Flower Society

We have lots of talented flower arrangers in our Society, as well as those of us
who just enjoy a relaxing evening after a busy day. In March we were
entertained by our member Janet Cooper who gave us a lovely demonstration.
Sandra Meakin came from Melton Mowbray in April with lovely flowers and a
very funny line in chat. Nine members brought a spring basket for the
competition and Julia Moore was judged the winner by Sandra.
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Something a little different in June, Jenny from Bay Tree Cottage
Farthingstone will talk to us about Garden Design and Creative Planting and in
July Susan Smithson's title is "World of Flowers". There will also be another
competition - Summer Bounty - an arrangement in a favourite container.

Thanks are due to Dianne Gardner for organising an outing to a Flower
Festival at Coventry Cathedral celebrating the 50th anniversary of Coventry
Cathedral and NAFAS South Midlands. The floral designs were stunning and
included a display by our chairman, Simone Squire, working with Lucy Allen who
demonstrated at our May meeting.

Meetings are held at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each
month at 7.45pm.

Jane Barker

Neighbourhood Watch

At the last meeting of co-ordinators in April we were given the
crime figures for our villages. From April 1st 2012 until March 31

2012, 95 crimes were reported in Bugbrooke, these were:

1 Affray Offence

1 Arson Not Endangering Life

2 Attempted Burglary in a Building [Not Dwelling]
10 Burglary in a Building [ Not Dwelling]

7 Burglary in a Dwelling

2 Vehicle Criminal Damage

1 Handling Stolen Goods

5 Interfering with a Motor Vehicle 10 Assault Without Injury
1 Fraud Offence 19 Criminal Damage

1 Public Order Offence 1 Shoplifting

10 Theft From Vehicle 2 Possession of Cannabis
1 Theft of Motor Vehicle 1 Theft of Pedal Cycle

8 Theft 11 Other Offences

NHW has now joined forces with Northamptonshire Dog Watch as the latest
way of helping to cut crime — see details below.

Just a reminder, with all the Jubilee festivities that will be happening in June,
please remember to lock all your doors and windows when going out, this also
includes your garden sheds and garages.

If anybody is interested in or has any ideas to improve our local
Neighbourhood Watch please contact Rose Berkshire on 01604 831584.
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Northamptonshire Dog Watch
Hello to all K9 walkers, here is an opportunity to put your valuable time and
skills to further good use whilst out there enjoying your ‘walkies” with your best
friend. See something that looks suspicious? Take the minute or two it takes to
report it to the police. Interested in helping in this way? - then just click on the
link below: http://www.northamptonshiredogwatch.co.uk/ and take a look. It's
easy to enrol, simply fill out the form on line, or ring Dog Watch Co-ordinator for
free member's pack. Tel. 101 Ext 5724.

Fly-tipping, fallen branches, graffiti, abandoned vehicles etc. can also be
reported to NCC on Tel. 01327 322322.

The scheme is open to all walkers, with or without dogs. You can be the
“eyes and ears” of your community.

Bugbrooke Cricket Club
John Mundy: Chairman 830725 or 07850-084535 j.w.mundy@btinternet.com
We are often plagued by senseless vandalism to our Pavilion in the winter. If

anybody (especially dog walkers) see any damage etc please contact John Mundy
or myself, if no reply please leave message on voice mail & contact the Police.
Often we are the last to know as a lot of people assume we would already have
been informed — we do not mind how many times we are told about the same
incident.

We are always looking for new players of all ages so if there is anyone
interested in joining our progressive Club at our picturesque ground by the brook
please get in touch with myself, Roger Stone for Juniors on 842961 or John Mundy
or myself for more details. This year we have Junior League Matches for Under
11, 13, 15 & 17 sides. There is a FULL Sunday fixture list of matches which started
on April 8t until October 7. We have 1%t & 24 XI Saturday League fixtures so a
lot of cricket to be played providing this very damp weather relents! Outdoor
practice will be held at our ground every Tuesday (not Monday as last year) from
6.30pm to 8pm, just turn up or get in touch with Roger if you have any queries.
Our Bar will be open on all match days including Juniors & Tuesday Practice
Nights where Tony Bird will give everyone a warm welcome!

Have a look at our website www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com for further

information with results & scorecards for all our matches for 2011 as well as the
past 4 seasons.
Peter White (President) 50 High Street, Bugbrooke, NN7 3PG (830452)

p.g.white@btinternet.com
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Bugbrooke St Michael’s F.C.
What a season! We may never see another like it for overall success of our adult
sides.

The 1%t XI have won the Northants F.A. Junior Cup and come third in their
league. The Reserves have won promotion by finishing top of their league and
losing only one game in the process. The ‘A’ side have won their league with only
one defeat and brought home the League Knock Out Cup. The ‘B’ side have also
won promotion by finishing top of their division.

Congratulations are due to managers Lee Herbert, Paul Field, Rob Frost and
Graham Derby and their helpers for achieving such a successful season. It may be
difficult to reproduce next season with teams jumping up a division, but it has
been pleasing to see success being achieved through good football.

The Club has been praised by many people and the sponsor of the United
Counties League was amazed at the facilities of the Club when he came to present
a trophy. He reckoned Bugbrooke S.M.F.C. had facilities that put them in the top
6 of U.C.L. clubs. This probably equates to the top 10 in the whole county,
including professional clubs. This is a great credit to all those who have worked
over the years to build up the facilities to their current standard and to achieve it
without putting the Club under undue financial strain. The facilities are available
for hire to the wider community and are ideal for groups up to 100 people. (There
is an advertisement in the Link.)

The youth teams have continued to get good experience under the guidance
of their managers and the Under 12s have won their league and the Under 15s
their Knock Out Cup. Congratulations to them although the main objective of
youth teams is to provide young lads the opportunity to learn and enjoy the
game. It has the added bonus of providing players for the older teams for those
good enough to make the step up.

The Club runs 16 teams and believes the purpose of a football club is to
provide enjoyment for as many people as it can accommodate. We are fortunate
to have the Playing Fields next to the clubhouse so that enough pitches are
available. Running so many teams is expensive and we are fortunate to have
some excellent sponsors. We also run a weekly tote at £1 per ticket. If you would
like to help the Club maintain its provision for so many young people why not
join in by ringing Jo on 830945 or if you would like to act as a sponsor ring
830317.

Our Treasurer Graham Connew has retired after helping the club for 3 years.
Anyone interested in taking on the job of looking after the Club’s finances should
contact Chairman Willie Marriott on 831606.

John Curtis, President.
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Services and Events at

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy
and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,
News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes
of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe.

Sunday Services
8:00am BCP Communion 3¢ and 5% Sundays in the Month j}l
9:45m 2rd and 4 Sundays in the month Holy Communion |
1st Sunday in the month Morning Worship
3 Sunday in the month Family Worship
5% Sunday in the month watch for details
6:00pm 1st Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’
a service of Praise and Worship.

Other Services
Tuesdays during term time 2:30p™ Tiny Tots Service in Church
First Wednesday in the month :-
9:302m Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady Chapel
7:00r™ Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel

Regular Events
Mondays at 8™ Bell Ringers
1st and 34 Mondays 7:30p™ Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove
Thursdays 92 to 11:15*» Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School
Rooms
Alternate Wednesdays 2r™ ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms
Thursdays 7:30rm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michael’s At Someone’s House)
Fellowship and Bible Study at 41 Pilgrims Lane.

Dates for the Diary
Tuesday 5% June 10> Service to Celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee
Saturday 16t and Sunday 17 Bugbrooke Open Gardens

Please keep an eye out for other services and events.

Home Communions by prior arrangement.
Ring 831621 for details and if you have any questions.
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Family Announcements
Clarice Staniland — George and family extend their sincere thanks to all friends in the
village for their kind thoughts at the loss of a loving wife and mother.

Diary
June
4th 10a.m. Jubilee Service Church
4th 1-5 p.m. |Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations Playing
Fields
4th 7-11p.m. |Party in the Park Playing
Fields
9th 6.30pm | Twinning ceremony followed by barn dance [CC
11th 7.30p.m. |Tanzania Building Schools SS
13th 7.30pm | History Group Talk on Naseby CcC
16t &17th |2-5p.m. [Open Gardens
17th 6p.m. Songs of Praise SS
July
2nd Olympic Torch passes through
Northampton
2nd Deadline for contributions to next Link
6th 7.15p.m. | Friends of St Michael’s Fish & Chips & Quiz | CC
11th 4-6p.m. | Dr Shribman’s Farewell Health
Centre
14th 2p.m. Village Fete Church
Field
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Pictures from Bugbrooke Primary School

One of the pictures sent to Face Britain

Years 3 & 4 performing
Africa Rocks

These children achieved full
attendance last term!
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