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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 181), August 2013 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
I have just spent the afternoon inside watching the tennis 
from Wimbledon on the TV and was so thrilled to see Andy 
Murray win the men’s championship. The players are 
obviously incredibly fit to play as they did; it was hot 
enough just watching the match. If you would like to get 
sporty, then you can read about Rugby in this issue and get involved with 
football in the village. 

This magazine includes regular contributions such as Nature Notes, 
Playgroup and the History Group, along with “Fun Fun Fun”, Table Tennis and 
photos. Of particular interest is the Parish Council article that sets out a 
summary of how the village could benefit from money that is to be made 
available as a result of legal obligations relating to new housing. 

In memory of Dr Dutta, we have reproduced a LINK article from 1996 along 
with a picture and Eulogy, following the memorial service on Friday 05 July 
2013. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 
impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and websites, 
including issues of LINK back to July 1993 as well as current and historical 
information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next LINK issue is 
Monday 2 September 2013, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please 
note that the preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to 
editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
The new dwellings that Bugbrooke will be seeing in the future are all subject to 
a Section 106 agreement between the developers and South Northants Council 

and Northants County Council. The Parish Council can make suggestions about 
how the money should be used but has no control over the way the money is 
allocated. Nevertheless some organisations in the village will benefit 
considerably. Whilst it is difficult to analyse how much they will benefit is due to 
the fact that much of the allocation is predicated by the number of bedrooms 
each house contains. 

There has been much interest in the topic as some village organisations are 
hoping to benefit. To help apply some clarity to the issue of us making a 
guesstimate (to be reviewed as necessary!) of the potential input to the village: 

Campion School (£300,000); Library (£25,000); Bus Shelters (£45,000); 
Highways (£20,000 towards Sandy Lane roundabout improvements); Healthcare 

Front Page:    Bugbrooke Village Church Fete was opened by the Rose 
Queen on a hot 13th July 

file:///C:/Users/dell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/LINK%20Issue%20142%20(Feb%2007)/www.bugbrookelink.co.uk
mailto:editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk
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(£50,000), Fire and Rescue (£10,000); Village improvements (£25,000); Open 
Space and equipped Play Area at Johns Road (to be provided by developer); 2 
new sports pitches adjacent to the Playing Fields (to be provided by the 
landowners). Improvements to the junctions of Johns Road / Kislingbury Road 
and Pilgrims Lane / High Street are subject to conditions of the planning 
permission at Johns Road / Pilgrims Lane. I hope this gives everyone a better 
idea of the potential benefits to the community. 

Progress is still being made regarding the provision of a new graveyard on 
part of the current Millennium Green. The Clerk is confident work will be 
concluded in the near future. The Glebe Field has been given permission to 
become recreational open space. 

Double yellow lines will be installed by NCC Highways at Waggon and Horses 

Green (near the Primary School) and near the road control adjacent to Butts Hill 
garage. 

The Parish Council, through Cllr P. Bignell, is conversing with the lessee of 
the Johns Road shop to try and get it into use again as a village facility. 

The County Council has agreed to do patching work in Smitherway to 
improve the road surface although many people are of the view that a complete 
resurfacing is necessary to put the road into a stable condition. 

Fencing of the new allotments has now been completed thanks to the efforts 
of Peter Wilkins and Rob Plummer. There are 3 plots available if anyone wants 
one; please contact secretary Vicky Greening. 

Finally the Clerk is working on organising a meeting between the County 
Council, Primary School and Parish Council to see whether an extra facility could 
be provided at the school which could also act as a permanent library resource 
for the village. 
John Curtis, Chairman. 

South Northamptonshire Council Chairman 
At the Annual Meeting on 8 May I was elected as 
Chairman of South Northamptonshire Council. 

It was rather a surprise when I was invited to 
become Vice-Chairman in May 2012, although it was 
becoming something of a poisoned chalice as the two 
previous vice-chairmen had died in office.  

I believe it is a privilege to act as the council’s 
civic figurehead and ambassador; and I am following 
in illustrious footsteps of Chairmen from Bugbrooke: 
John Curtis (1995-6), Kathleen Riggall (1985-6), and 
Jack Heygate (1975-6); and before that Mr A R 

Heygate was chairman of Northampton Rural District 
Council from 1943 to 1961. I shall try to live up to the 
high standards of these imposing figures. 

During my year in office I am quite happy to help 
publicise local events. If you think I might be of use 
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please contact me at david.harries@southnorthants.gov.uk or telephone the 
Chairman’s office on 01327 322045. 
David Harries 
Note — As Chairman of S.N.C. (South Northamptonshire Council) Dave Harries 
gets to choose Charities for which he will actively raise money during his time in 
office. He has chosen Youth Employment Initiative and Coram Life Education, two 
charities which are directly concerned with the welfare of young people. The Fish 
& Chip Quiz to be held on Sept 13th at the Community Centre is in aid of the 
Chairman’s Charities. 

Bugbrooke WI 

We have all enjoyed our last two meetings.  In May we were joined by 15 ladies 

from Harpole W.I. for our resolutions meeting.  The resolution this year was to 
support our High Streets.  This has since been adopted at the Annual General 
Meeting held in Cardiff, which was attended by two of our members.  After the 
voting we had an Acholi bead making workshop led by Alison Rocket and many of 
us took home a bracelet which we had made that evening. 

At our June meeting we welcomed guests to a talk by Angie Cooksley about 
her experiences working as a guide at Rockingham Castle and Boughton House.  
Many of her anecdotes were very funny so a good time was had by all. 

As usual, both meetings ended with excellent refreshments provided by 

members. 
We are now looking forward to the summer and hopefully some warm 

weather. 
In July one of our members is hosting a garden party for us and in August 

we are visiting the Hayrack Gallery. 
If you would like to join us, our September meeting is on the 2nd September 

at 7.30 in the Sunday School and is entitled Silk for Sunday when Yvonne Bell will 
demonstrate her designs in silk including vestments for senior clergy.  New 
members and guests are always welcome. 
Brenda Astell & Jean Eastaugh 831811  

Fun, Fun, Fun! 
On my birthday last year, among all the birthday cards I received to celebrate my 
60th birthday, I also received a ‘T’ Shirt from my daughters announcing to the 
world I was 21,900 days old with the line underneath stating ‘But who is 
counting!’  Nevertheless by the time you read this I will be 21,900 days plus 
another three hundred plus days.    

This is for me a staggering fact of life as in my head I’m still in my twenties, 
although the reflection in the mirror first thing in the morning tells another story!  
This is further compounded by a recent statistic, because in less than five years 
time I will be joining with a further one million people of retirement age! 

With this in mind I reflected on those 21,900 plus days and have one very 
positive overriding thought, above all the personal difficulties, among all the 
difficulties of living in an ever changing world and society, and among all my 

mailto:david.harries@southnorthants.gov.uk
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misgivings and mistakes ‘it’s been fun’, the same statement I made on reflection 
of my twenty five years with my wife Christine at her funeral in 1999 ‘it’s been 
fun’. 

However, the fun is not evaluated by my bank balance and professional 
attainments.  The fun is absolutely priceless because of all those people that have 
enhanced my life down the years. From family, friends, acquaintances and 
colleagues to those brief chance encounters when people drifted into my life for a 
season and then left, leaving behind a disproportionate influence to time spent.  
Fun from those awesome experiences of achieving something outside of my 
natural comfort zone, like looking down from the Statue of Christ in Rio-de-Janerio 
when I normally feel vertigo while standing on a thick pile carpet, or going over 
the finishing line at my first marathon when everyone said I would not do it! He 

who laughs last and all that!  However, we come full circle, for whatever the 
priceless experience is, it’s made even better when you are able to share the story 
with family and friends. 

In a world where people seem to be valued more by their economic value 
than their simple humanity; where people are judged to be in poverty by their 
own volition; where people are viewed through the touch screen on the telephone 
or communication is reduced to e-mail ping pong; let’s take this summer season, 
even if we have more rain than sun, and look more intensely and lovingly to those 
people around us, look less judgmentally at those who act and look differently, 
and look more at the value of people for being who they are and not by the size of 
their bank balance. 

If we do this then life will be ‘full and fun’ and will help when life is not fun. 
When Jesus healed the woman with an issue of blood (Luke Chapter 8), the 

healing of her physical condition was just a small part of the healing.  The extra 
healing came as she was able, after twelve long years, to once again have a 
normal life, enter back into a network of support and have fun once again. 

Finally to add to your ‘fun’, whatever your age, why not get the extra 
dimension of God in Christ coming alongside you and sharing the fun. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Bugbrooke O.A.P's Christmas Gift Scheme 
We have recently held the first of our two main fund raising events for this year. 
We had a very enjoyable Trivial Pursuit evening, where 32 players took part. Our 
next event will be the very popular Wine Tasting Evening, to be held at the 
Community Centre on October 4th. 

It was decided that we could maintain the Gift Voucher at its present value of 
£9.00. The application form will be printed in the October issue of 'LINK' and 
further copies can be obtained from The Post Office. The vouchers will be 

delivered in the first week of December to those pensioners of the village aged 65 
and over who apply to the Scheme. Vouchers will only be delivered to the 
recipient’s home address. 

We would like to thank all the businesses, organisations and individuals that 
help us to continue with this worthwhile scheme. 
Judith Piper (Chairman) 
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Bugbrooke History Group — Antimony for Ever 
Among the impressive array of 17th Century medications which Sue Southcoat 
brought to the latest History Group meeting were three large radishes. They 
were a cure for haemorrhoids. No need to explain what you did with them. 
These were only used once, but antimony was a cure for constipation, which 
was digested, passed VERY swiftly through the body, collected, washed and  
re-used. Antimony pellets were expensive and passed through the family 
(excuse the pun) through generations. 

Sue told us fascinating facts about the 
health service of 300 years ago. Cures were 
prescribed with reference to the stars. Your 

astrological chart was as important as your 
symptoms, and the time of day or night when 
herbs were collected were as important as the 
herb itself. Bugbrooke quite possibly had an 
apothecary, astrologer and an alchemist to 
keep its population healthy. All medication 
must be taken with a large dose of faith. 
What’s new? 

Our next meeting is the second 
Wednesday in September when John Paul Carr 
will tell us about Victorian Inventions. How 
many do we still use, I wonder. 

Everyone is welcome. There is no membership fee or entrance fee. 
Pat Kent (secretary) Tel 01604830518 e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 
Did you know…. 
Before the brook was widened and deepened in 1970, children used to use it 
as a play area. They could dam it with turf pulled from the bank and even get 
it deep enough for a quick swim. Another sport was ‘proggering’. This entailed 
getting a long stick (like a pole vault) from a tree, and running like mad, 

planting the pole in the brook, and vaulting from bank to bank. It was a wet 
end if you failed to get up enough speed. 
John Curtis 

House to house collections 
£1710 was the wonderful total the volunteers collected during Christian Aid 

Week (only £50 less than 2012 – great considering these difficult times!). 

Thanks to the guides who helped by delivering the envelopes and counting the 
money and to all volunteers who collected in awful weather! 

As you know, we no longer do the house to house collection for the 

churchyard due to lack of volunteers. You are, of course, welcome to give a 
donation towards the upkeep of our beautiful churchyard (lovingly cared for by 
volunteers) Please give any gifts to a PCC member or leave at the church 
office. 
Sue Pace 

mailto:tricanal@tiscali.co.uk
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Bugbrooke School  
As usual, the school is a busy place, with everyone (children and staff) working 
hard to improve and the summer term is no exception with the yearly round of 
school trips, sports days and yearly assessments. It is also a time when we start 
to prepare the children for the changes ahead of them: different classes, teachers 
and schools for some!  We finished the busy school year with the usual flurry of 
end of term events which included saying goodbye to our Year 6 children as they 
left us for pastures new. This is a time to reflect on their achievements and to 
acknowledge how they have matured into responsible young people over the past 
seven years. It is with pride and confidence that we send them on to their new 
schools knowing that they are well-set to make the most of future opportunities.   

Healthy Schools Week 
As part of our healthy schools week, we invited a skipping trainer into school to 
run a skipping workshop. Children were taught different skipping techniques by 
the coach which was great fun as well as very good exercise; we have purchased 
a number of ropes for the children to use at playtimes and in PE lessons.  
Year 4 Residential Trip to Everdon 
This term our Year 4 children all enjoyed a two-night experience at the Outdoor 
Learning Centre in Everdon.  Each group was given the same opportunities over 
the two days and rose brilliantly to the challenges, which included shelter 
building, fire-lighting, tracking, hunting (each other!), dipping in the local stream 
to catch water creatures and lots of walking! Although toasting marshmallows 
over the campfire was a hit with many children, the highlight for most was 
working in teams to build a shelter in the beautiful ancient woodland. One of our 
biggest learning experiences of the week was recognising that we can work 
successfully with anyone. Mike, our ranger, was brilliant and the children quickly 
realised how much they could learn about wildlife simply by listening and looking.  
Summer Term Trips 
The sun shone for the Year 5/6 trip to the Black Country Museum and everyone 
had a brilliant day exploring the life of a child from the Victorian period. The trip 

down into the mine was a highlight for many and led to some fantastic poetry 
about their feelings.  

The infants also had a fabulous day out at Woburn Safari Park. The sun 
seemed to bring all the animals out and the children were amazed by the sight of 
animals such as: large bears, rhinos, giraffes and zebras walking alongside the 
coach and lions and tigers stretched out by the side of the road. The monkeys 
stole the show though as they performed many antics on the coaches as they 
passed through the enclosure. 
School Art Project    
This term everyone took part in a whole-school art project. We wanted to create 

a unique piece of artwork which would involve everyone and which would last for 
many years and came up with the idea of individual pictures of ‘hands’ either 
designed or decorated onto wooden tiles. When placed together on large boards, 
the individual hands form a giant ‘patchwork’ picture which is stunning to look at 
and is a lovely feature in the playground. 
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Healthy Schools Week 

with a skipping trainer 

Bugbrooke School 
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At Everdon 

Outdoor 

Learning 

Centre 

Summer Term Trips 
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patchwork picture 
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School Art Project 
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Pictures from a sweltering  

Village Church Fete on 13th 

July 
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Finding care is made easier in Northamptonshire 
The new 2013 Northamptonshire Care Services Directory is now available. The 
Directory is packed with useful editorial that explains all available care options 
and includes comprehensive listings of care providers for residential care or care 
in your own home. There is also guidance on paying for care and what financial 
assistance is available from the Government. 

Robert Chamberlain, Publisher of the Care Choices Directories, comments 
‘When choosing care you should be armed with the most up-to-date information 
to help you decide which kind of care is most suitable, who will provide it and 
how it is to be funded. The Care Services Directory is an invaluable source of 
information for anyone considering long term care.’ 

If you want to speak to someone about care options, funding, accessing 
services or other care-related questions you may have, call this directory’s free 
helpline on 0800 38 92 077. The friendly operators can give you more 
information, talk through any queries and provide you with a shortlist of care 
homes, in your chosen location, that meet specific care needs. 

To receive a free copy of the Northamptonshire Care Services Directory 2013 
simply call the Adult Care Team on 0300 126 1000. 

It is also available in e-book format with a spoken word option via 
www.carechoices.co.uk . 

Neighbours Both Win 
Trophies 
Next door neighbours Sue Gibbons 
and Bob Cattell both collected 
trophies at the Towcester and 
District Table Tennis League’s Annual 
Presentation Evening. Sue who plays 
for the Bugbrooke E team won the 
Vic Fisher doubles trophy with her 
playing partner Iain Lindsay, and 
Bob was part of the Everdon C team 
that won the Kevin Grant Handicap 
Cup. 
David Hyde 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
What’s it all about? 

Do you need to be a keen gardener? 
Do you need to be an expert flower arranger? 

Do you need to arrive with flowers, foliage, containers and scissors?  
No – you just need to turn up, sit down, relax and watch an expert 

demonstrate their flower arranging skills. At the end of the evening all the 
arrangements are raffled, so you may be lucky enough to win something lovely. 

Our June demonstrator, Katherine Kear, was amazing. She arrived having no 

http://www.carechoices.co.uk
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idea what she would be doing and was presented with six containers and six boxes 
containing flowers and foliage from which she proceeded to produce six stunning 
arrangements as well as giving us many tips and ideas. 

Our monthly meetings are held on the fourth Monday of each month at 
7.45pm in Nether Heyford Village Hall. However there is no meeting in August as it 
is a Bank Holiday. On September 23rd Susan Smithson's title is "World of Flowers". 

For more information please ring Simone on 01327 342167. 

Street Wardens 
I am still in need of street wardens for Bugbrooke Village. Honestly, it does not 
involve any responsibility, only to report to me any views you or your neighbours 
have on how the security of the village can be improved. In these times of “so 
called” austerity, which has given the powers that be the excuse to reduce police 
numbers, we need to help one another. 
Beware 
Brackley - Following a spate of burglaries on the Roman Estate, Brackley, their 
NHW coordinator reports that a white van with mid-blue arching over the rear 
wheels and an aeroplane painted on the rear doors (make unknown but Reg. No. 
KL53 KZU), was seen patrolling the area containing two men in their late 30’s or 
40’s.  

I would ask Bugbrooke villagers to keep their eyes open and report any 
sightings to the police. 

Milton Malsor – Attempted property break-in, and motor cycle theft. 
Upper Heyford – fuel theft from a vehicle on the Weedon Road 

Bugbrooke, Gayton, Kislingbury, Milton Malsor – theft of catalytic converters.  
Vehicles being targeted are pick-ups such as Ford Rangers, Mitsubishi L200s, 

as these vehicles have high clearance from the ground. Vans are also at risk.  
Try and garage your vehicle, park it in a well lit area, and look out for 

suspicious incidents of people working under cars and report (999). Further, 
consider marking your catalytic converter and fitting security locks or cages. 
Property Marking 
Thieves find identifiable property dangerous to handle and difficult to sell on. As a 
result, you can put them off by marking your property (postcode, plus your house 
or flat number), and advertising that you have done so by displaying a ‘Burglars 
Beware’ sticker anywhere a burglar might get in, for example on the doors and 
windows of your home. 

There are several ways to mark your property depending upon the type of 
object you want to identify. You can get easy-to-use property marking kits from 
stationers and DIY stores. 
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I do have access to a Permanent UV Marker Pen if you have difficulty in 
obtaining a kit. 
PCSO Jen Harrison  
Jen has asked me to pass on her contact number, (101, Ext 3442750) and email 
jen.harrison@northants.pnn.police.uk to all those community groups within the 
village that might like her to visit occasionally to discuss any issues, etc. 
Security Alarms 
These are still available if you wish to place an order. These alarms are being sold 
at cost price and represent remarkable value.  

There are two types of personal alarm, designed to be carried with you, 
Minder Personal Attack Alarm - £6.50 (Pull Pin Activation, Integral Torch, 5 year 
warranty) and Defender Minimax Personal Safety Alarm - £2.50 (Small and 

compact, Key Ring), and one for outside security ideal for sheds and outhouses, 
gardens, allotments, etc, Multi-Function Alarm - £10.50 (Easy to Fit, Four digit 
security code, Supplied with fixing and screws, 5 year warranty). 

If you would like one of these then please contact me, (details in banner 
above). 

Don’t forget if a crime is in progress dial 999. 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
For once we had a lovely sunny evening to queue for fish and chips from the 

mobile van at our Quiz night on 5th July.  Many thanks to Jane Barker and her 
team (last year’s winners) for acting as quiz masters this time. And thanks also to 
all those who helped in other ways, and to everyone who came and supported 
the event. It was a very enjoyable evening and raised £545 for the Friends’ 
funds. 

This income is particularly welcome at the moment, as we have been 
spending quite a lot of money on repairs to the Church: you may have noticed 
the scaffolding! 
Jim Inch 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age, aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully employed from 
middle-age onwards.  Your friendly local group meets in the afternoon on the 
third Monday of each month at Bugbrooke Community Centre, usually at 2.30pm 
and non-members are welcome as guests.  There are also ‘Special Interest’ 
groups that meet regularly, including Book Exchange, French, Genealogy, 
German, History of Music, Literature, Luncheon Club, Music Appreciation, Play 
Reading, Scrabble and Snooker. 

Forthcoming Events —  August, no meeting,  Monday 16 September – '78 

Derngate' by Rob Kendall. An illustrated talk about this Northampton address 
and its connection to Charles Rennie Mackintosh. 

Enquiries to 01604-831627 or 01327-340407. 
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Dr Dipak Dutta: 1st January 1939 – 23rd May 2013 
Dipak Dutta was born on his grandfather’s tea 
garden in Dibrugarh, Assam, India. Assam is in the 
foothills of the Himalayas in the North East corner 
of India near to China and Burma. It is a region of 
hills, rivers and forests and one of the world’s 
largest tea growing areas. His maternal grandfather 
and his father were both doctors. His father was a 
tea plantation doctor and also served as a medical 
officer in the Indian Army. During the second world 
war he fought alongside the British army at the 

battle of Kohima which stopped the Japanese 
advance into India. This battle, one of the turning 
points of the war in the Far East, was fought on the 
border of Assam and Burma. 

The family were originally from Bengal but 
settled in Assam to manage the family tea plantation so Dipak grew up with many 
Assamese friends and spoke Bengali and Assamese. He also mixed with many of 
the English planters who were in Assam at that time. After graduating as a doctor 
from Assam Medical College in Dibrugarh he worked in the biochemistry 
department of the medical school and then in 1966 he came to England to work 
in the NHS. 

He worked in hospitals in Kent and Northern Ireland and then came to work 
in King George Hospital in Ilford where he met his future wife, Linda. She was a 
student who was working in the hospital during her summer holidays. They 
married in 1971 and in 1974 they came to Bugbrooke to join Dr Paine in General 
Practice. Dr Wallace–Collett had just retired and Dr Collett took him under his 
wing and introduced him to life as a rural GP. 

At that time the practice was located in Dr Collett’s house (The Grange). 
Patients entered through the door in Ace Lane into a small waiting room and 

there was a receptionist’s room, dispensary, and two consulting rooms. It was the 
only house in Bugbrooke with two postal addresses. The surgery was 1 Ace Lane 
and the house was, and still is, 38 High Street. The surgery had located to the 
Grange in the 1950’s. Before that it had been in the Dower house which belonged 
to Dr White. When Dr Collett died, Dr Dutta bought the Grange to secure the 
future of the surgery in the house. 

Life as a rural GP was busy and Dr Dutta was on call alternate nights and 
weekends. When the surgery closed at lunchtime on a Saturday the phone would 
be put through to the doctor’s house until 8.30am on Monday morning. The 
practice phone was located in the kitchen and there were two telephone 

extensions and two bells so that the phone could be heard ringing anywhere in 
the house or garden. 

Dr Dutta was genuinely interested in his patients and their well-being and 
this is reflected in the number of affectionate cards and letters sent after his 
death. Many ex-patients have commented on the care and kindness he showed to 
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their family. He would never complain if he was called out during the night and 
would never turn away a worried patient if they turned up at the door even if he 
was off-duty. It was not unusual for an injured rugby or football player to come 
down to the house from the village playing fields on a Saturday afternoon to be 
treated. As one ex-patient has commented “No one else will ever say ’come to 
the house’ as Dip often did.”  Home visits were routine in those days and elderly 
patients were visited on a regular basis. Dr Dutta had a remarkable memory for 
his patients’ names and even after 12 years of retirement if he met an ex-patient, 
he would ask after them and their family members by name.  

By the early eighties it became apparent that the practice was outgrowing its 
premises and Dr Dutta was instrumental in planning and financing the present 
purpose-built surgery and piloting the practice through to the modern medical 

centre it is today. Dr Shribman joined the practice in 1985 when Dr Paine left to 
specialise in homeopathy and acupuncture and Dr Warwick and Dr Miller joined 
later. 

In addition to his busy life as a GP he loved to travel and his favourite 
destinations were the Dordogne area of France and the Lake District where he 
loved to walk. Perhaps the scenery of these areas reminded him of Assam. He 
was never happier than when he was in his car, or cars, as over the years he 
collected three old cars. He was especially proud of the 1949 Rover Sports car 
which had spent 30 years in the garage and was restored by a friend in time for 
daughter Joanna’s wedding. Despite mother’s apprehension, it did not break 
down on the way to the Church. 

Dip felt very much at home in the village. He loved his garden and was 
happy driving his ride-on mower, a straw hat on his head; but he caused no end 
of anxiety when he insisted on climbing high up a ladder to clear the gutters or 
trim the creepers on the house. Visitors were always welcome at the house. If 
you were invited for a cup of tea it was always loose-leaf tea, a blend of 
Assamese teas brewed for exactly 3 minutes as measured by a timer. Later in the 
day you would be offered a glass of Bordeaux or a glass of whisky in the evening.  

He really enjoyed the company of his friends and regularly kept in contact 
with the Bengali and Assamese school and college friends who had settled in this 
country. As the eldest of five brothers, he took his role as head of the family very 
seriously. He kept in touch with all his aunts, uncles and cousins in India by post 
and telephone (he had an aversion to computers so never used e-mail). Letters 
were always written with his black ink fountain pen. Even when he was in 
practice he never trusted computers and would insist on having the patients’ 
written notes as a back-up much to the receptionists’ dismay. 

He was very proud of his children and was so pleased to see Joanna married 
in Bugbrooke three years ago. Recently the great joy of his life was the birth of 
his granddaughter Maya.  

Dr Dutta was a well-respected family doctor and will be fondly remembered 
and sadly missed by many people as was reflected by the large attendance at his 
Memorial Service held at the Church on Friday, 5 July. 
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Profile of Dr Dipak Dutta first printed April 1996 
Where were you born? 
Assam - the foothills of the Himalayas - a major tea growing area by the River 
Brahmaputra. 
Where were you educated? 
Dibrugarh - my education was there, school - College and Medical 
College and Gauhati University  
Your favourite part of Great Britain? 
The Lake District 
If you could take 3 books and 3 pieces of music to a desert island what would they be? 
Books - A selection of poems - Works of Shakespeare, Books of Tolkien 

Music - Mozart - Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves - Frank Sinatra. 
Whom do you admire the most and why? 
Sir Winston Churchill - for his achievements in leadership during difficult times 
also for his literary and artistic skills. 
What  is your favourite food and drink? 
French food and wine from the Bordeaux Region 
What ambitions do you have? 
To read - travel and visiting historical places. 
What talent would you have liked most of all? 
To have been a clarinetist. 
What do you do for leisure? 
Walking in the Lake District and the Dordogne. 
What single thing would improve your quality of life? 
Good health 
Where did you meet your wife? 
King George V Hospital, Ilford. where we were both working 
What do you like/dislike about Bugbrooke? 
Like - A friendly and peaceful village with plenty of nice walks. 
Dislike - Expansion of the village. 

How would you like to be remembered? 
To have been helpful in my capacity in the village and not offended anyone. 
Do you have any advice for young people starting out? 
That in trying to achieve their aims they keep to their code of ethics. 
When and where were you married? 
Barking in 1971. We have two children James and Joanna 
Who would you have liked to have been, given the opportunity? 
Someone who chronicled the events of our times. 
If you could have your life over again - what would you change? 
I would like to have worked more in the Third World. 
What do you enjoy most about your work and what is the least enjoyable? 
The most enjoyable is contact with people - the least enjoyable is the recent 
increase of bureaucracy in the name of health. 
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How did you come to Bugbrooke and when? 
I was at a country practice near Hatfield - saw the vacancy for Bugbrooke. I 
wanted another country practice, thought it would be a good place to bring up 
children. So here we are 22 years on. 
What made you become a doctor? 
Followed in my father's footsteps 
Have you been back to Assam and has it changed at all? 
An advancement in commerce, but increasing population still a problem. 
What do you think of last thing before going to sleep? 
If I am on call I hope that I don't get called out and hope that tomorrow is a good day. 
Thank you to the villagers for putting up with me these past 22 years. 
My thanks to Dr Dutta for giving me his time to answer the questions. 
Don Prime 

Cheryl is set to bring FitSteps to Bugbrooke  
FitSteps is the hot new dance fitness craze inspired by Britain's 
most successful entertainment show, 'Strictly Come Dancing'. 
You'll be dancing Cha Cha, Rumba, Jive, Quickstep, Waltz, 
Paso Doble, Samba and Tango, and you won't need a partner 
or previous dance experience. 

Combining the graceful steps of Ballroom and the up 

tempo steps of the Latin dances, FitSteps is a really fun, 
energetic and effective way to stay fit and keep trim that will appeal to everyone, 
even those who think they can't dance - a dance fitness programme that is so 
much fun you don't even realise you're getting fit. Cheryl says “I was waiting for 
something like this to come along, it complements my dance background 
completely and will be a dream to teach”. FitSteps is the result of collaboration 
between two of the UK's most famous ballroom dancers, Natalie Lowe and Ian 
Waite combined with Britain's most successful swimmer, Mark Foster. 

Dance has been Cheryl's passion from an early age.  Her career in television 
and theatre saw her travelling the globe drawing influences from different 
cultures. For the past three years she has been putting everyone through their 
paces in her Zumba & Zumba Gold classes Held at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community centre and in venues throughout Northampton. 

FitSteps will be launched on Tuesday 1st October 7.00pm - 8.00pm where 
you can experience a 30 min Fitsteps class followed by a 30 min Zumba class. So 
you will get the best of both fitness programmes. Everyone is welcome from 15 
years upwards. This class will be extremely popular so to reserve your place 
please call Cheryl: 07931560734 email: cherylgorman123@msn.com    
www.cherylgormanpilatesandfitness.co.uk  

Nature Notes  
The red kites are back! On 28th May, Allen Dale of Petstop went into his garden 
in Butts Hill Crescent and saw 2 red kites directly above him. He was lucky 
enough to get 3 excellent photos before they headed off towards Campion. Red 
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kites are the size of buzzards but have a fork in their tails. If you see them on the 

ground they have a distinctive grey head. Quite often when they are on the 
ground they are eating carrion. 

There is a lot of coverage in the media at present about the scarcity of 
insects and especially of bees. After such a poor summer last year they 
undoubtedly suffered as it was often too wet for them to be on the wing and to 
reproduce. As this summer has started late and is still cool for the time of year, it 
may prove to be another poor year for them. In our garden we do not seem to 
have as many greenfly as normal and these are important for small birds such as 
blue tits, great tits and wrens. There are reports that blue tits are finding it 

difficult to find enough food for their young, but the nest box in our garden 
seems to have been successful as a good number fledged in the middle of June. 
However, we normally leave a few peanuts and nijer seeds available during the 
summer and often they are ignored until later in the year. This year though they 
are being eaten even now. There are young as well as adult great tits and blue 
tits coming regularly to the peanuts, as well as a young greater spotted 
woodpecker who is a regular visitor. Of course these are birds who do eat insects 
as their primary food and if they are difficult to find they do fall back on the food 
we provide. The nijer seeds are being eaten by goldfinches who seem to be 
finding them more interesting than they did in the winter! As goldfinches are seed 

eaters though, this is not so surprising. 
If there is a shortage of insects affecting the small birds, it will also have an 

effect upon the birds and animals that predate them. Kestrels time their broods 
so that their young hatch at the time the blue tits leave their nests, so that the 
adults will have easy pickings for their own young. If blue tit broods are smaller 
or less successful then kestrels will suffer too. 

Of course, a scare story is always good for the media. Fewer bees will result 
in our crops not being pollinated so that there will be a smaller yield and less food 
to feed us, so that food prices go up. It seems that there may be something in it, 

but it is a bit soon to panic. Nature has a way of catching up, and although some 
are saying that we are six weeks behind normal, if we get some good warm 
weather it will be surprising how everything will accelerate. Hopefully, by the time 
you read this we will be wondering what the fuss was about. 

There were a lot of butterflies about in April and May, many of which were 
hibernating species such as peacocks, small tortoiseshells and brimstones. 
Despite the rainy summer last year they had still managed to reproduce and be 
strong enough to survive the winter. Orange tip butterflies were everywhere in 
April, and today I saw a red admiral. The butterflies we should have seen in June 
might just appear a bit later than normal. We have a night roost for a long-eared 

bat where it takes the night flying moths that it has caught and judging by the 
debris from its feed, there are quite a few insects about at night. Insects might 
not be to everyone’s taste, but they are essential in the food chain for our birds 
and bats. 
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A red kite pictured by Allen 

Dale in Butts Hill Crescent. 

Look out for damselflies.  Beautiful 

demoiselles and banded demoiselles 

are common and should be about 

until the end of August.  

Little Egrets are around 

again.  Robert Stickings 

spotted one in the brook on 

Church Lane – taken on 29th 

June. 
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Mixing up some magic potions in the garden.  

 

Sitting in the police car. 

 

The children are always keen to dress up. 

 

 

Such fun! 

Practising for 

sports day 

Practising for the egg 

and spoon race 

Dad joining in with 

biscuit making 

Granddad lending a hand 

with the cooking 

Bugbrooke Village  
Hall Playgroup 



37 

Look out for damselflies. We have seen lots in previous years in the 

hedgerows down toward the Nene and also alongside the brook around the 
aqueduct. Beautiful demoiselles and banded demoiselles are common and should 
be about until the end of August. The metallic sheen in the sunlight is quite 
stunning. Robert Sticking has sent a photo of a little egret in the brook on Church 
Lane taken on 29th June. During the winter there were few sightings as this 
wading bird could not manage when the water level was high. 
Margaret Cooke 832125 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Playgroup 
At the time of writing this article we are just three weeks away from the 
summer holidays and it has been a busy term at Playgroup.   Everyone is looking 
forward to the summer trip to Gulliver’s Dinosaur Park along with the sports day 
and leavers’ party which are being planned and a number of fundraising events 
have been held too. 

On the Friday before Father’s Day, Dads and Grandads were invited in to 
Playgroup to make biscuits with the children.   As you will see from the pictures a 
lot of fun was had by all. 

Playgroup is currently preparing for sports day and the pre-schoolers leaving 
party.  Sports day is a lot of fun and this year it will continue in the style of our 
‘Olympic’ event last year which was a huge success and so much fun for the 
children.  The leavers’ party will be held on the last day term for all children that 
will be starting school in September.  Silly Soapy is providing the entertainment 
for this and all children will receive gifts including their school book bags. 

The pre-school children have been visiting the Primary school on Monday 
afternoons, leading up to transition day, and have been spending time in the 
classroom with Miss Daniels.  We are getting lots of positive comments from the 
children and staff about this and we hope the time spent now will help the move 
for them in September go smoothly.  It is a sad time for the staff as they have 

just a few weeks left with some children that have been in their care for 2 – 3 
years but we wish them all well and hope that they soon settle in to their ‘big’ 
schools. 

There are three fundraising events being organised by the voluntary 
committee this term, a Pamper evening, Bingo night and the summer raffle. The 
last two are still to take place at this time.   Kate Meech did a fantastic job 
organising the Pamper evening which was held at the Football Club.  There were 
many treatments available including spray tans, Indian head massage and facials 
along with stalls selling jewellery, books, toys and cakes.   A special thank you 
must go to one of our mums, Rebecca Holden, who did facials throughout the 
evening with all the money from this being donated back to Playgroup.  This 
really boosted our takings, with Playgroup raising an amazing £400 overall.  On 
5th July we will be holding our ‘Cheesy Bingo with all the Lingo’ night!  This was a 
fun night last year and we hope to recreate this again.  Then we have the raffle 
which has some amazing prizes this year, collected in by Anna Musson.  Festival 

36 

Mixing up some magic potions in the garden.  

 

Sitting in the police car. 

 

The children are always keen to dress up. 

 

 

Such fun! 
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tickets, a sky walk over the O2, and a trip for 6 to the Houses of Parliament are 
just a few on offer. Although it’s too late now to buy tickets look out for them 
being sold at Christmas and next year. 

 The committee would like to say a huge thank you to all the people that 
support these events and make all the hard work worthwhile and please continue 
to support Playgroup wherever you can. 

Playgroup will be holding its AGM on July 17th and with a number of parents 
expressing an interest in joining and the numbers of children increasing from 
September it feels that Playgroup will continue on its current success and have a 
fun busy year ahead. 

If you, a friend or family member has a child aged 2 to 4 years and would be 
interested in looking around Playgroup please contact me on the number below 
or via email as we are now filling our spaces for September 2013. There is 
government funding available for some 2 year old children to attend Playgroup 
and to see if you are eligible for this please check the Northamptonshire County 
Council website where there is an ‘online eligibility checker’.  If you are unable to 
access this please give me a call on the number below. 

If you would like any information on any of the above or to look around our 
new and improved facilities please contact Julie Tompkins on 07563 574155 or at 
bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk. 
Julie Tompkins 07563 574155 

Wednesday Club 
 Hello everyone.  Writing this in the last week of June, lets hope there is still 
some summer weather to come. 

May 15th - We enjoyed a very tasty summer lunch today followed by money 
bingo.  We also had a quiz that was won by Mrs Norma Knight. 

June 26th  - Being a warm and sunny day we were able to enjoy our Garden 
Party meeting in the open air.  There was a very tasty choice of sandwiches and 
cake. Thank you to the Café for also providing us with scones and cream. A quiz 
was held with all the answers being a type of sweet.  The “Noisy Table” came 
first with 21 correct answers closely followed by Ruby Coles’ table with 18.  The 
Bring & Buy stall made £32.  Cherry Pilcher received a birthday card from the 
members wishing her all good things for the future following her big “0” birthday. 
A pleasant afternoon was spent by all. 

 We owe Ken Darvell a big thank you for his kindness to members who need 
transport to attend the Club. 

On Sunday September 8th we are hoping to raise funds for the club through 
the sale of afternoon teas.  These will be served at Bugbrooke Sunday School 
from 1pm to 5pm.  The funds will be used to provide celebratory meals for our 

members and to subsidise outings that take place throughout the year.  Please 
come along and support us. 

Any new members would be very welcome.  Just ring Cherry on 830389 or 
Linda on 831219 who will fill you in on details. 
Mrs D M French 

40 

mailto:bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk


 41 



42 

Bugbrooke Rugby Union Football Club 
With the old season over, the warmer weather saw the return of Rugby Sevens, 
with the club doing well in the Brighton and Milton Keynes tournaments during 
June.  

 Off field activities also got under way, with a full refurbishment of the 
changing facilities and a coat of paint and general spring-clean of the clubhouse. 

Next season kicks off with a full programme of events, not least of all the 
Beer Festival. There will be a range of traditional local beers and ciders 
available…and this year there will also be activities for all ages, with live music in 
the Clubhouse each evening.  

Admission to the Beer Festival and Matches is FREE and everyone is 
Welcome. 

6th September — Beer Festival opens at 5pm — Live Music 
7th September — Beer Festival Opens at Midday  –Veterans XV at 1pm  

1st XV vs Peterborough Lions at 3pm, Live Music 
8th September — Mini and Junior training at 11am.— beer Festival opens at 

Midday . 
All funds raised from the beer festival will go toward clubhouse expansion, so 

if anyone feels able to sponsor a barrel, please contact us. 
Other news… 
As is common for this time of year, we are looking to fill a voluntary role. This 
time it’s that of Treasurer. As it is relatively specialised, we are looking for 
someone with bookkeeping or accounting skills who would be willing to take on 
the role. 

Any under 18s out there can also be assured of a game at Bugbrooke this 
season, with the Colts first League fixture kicking off on 14th September, versus 
Leighton Buzzard at home. 

As always, new players are welcome in every age group from 5 years 
upwards. New or potential players don’t need to invest in specialist clothing or 

pay anything straight away, just come along and see how you get on.  
Our membership prices are frozen again next season with Mini and Junior 

subscriptions being £40 per child for the season with no weekly subscriptions on 
top (capped at £60 per family if more than one child is playing). 

We look forward at seeing you at the Club! 
Bryn Curtis, 07989 230033, brync@btinternet.com 
For all training times, fixtures and news, www.pitchero.com/clubs/

bugbrooke/ 

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
Training for the new season is taking place on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 
7.00pm. Anyone wishing to take part is welcome with a view to joining any of the 
adult teams and Under 18 XI that will be representing the club next year. 

The club will be running 5 adult sides and 8 youth teams next season and 
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any help from sponsorship would be greatly appreciated by the club. If you would 
like to see our young people kept usefully engaged in healthy exercise then please 
contact Willy Marriott (Chairman) on 831606 or Kevin Gardner (Vice Chairman) on 
831420 to sponsor an advertising board or put an advertisement into our match 
day programme. Alternatively contact Jo Stanford on 830945 to join our weekly 
tote at £1 a go. 

The clubhouse has been completely renovated during the past 6 months and is 
now an excellent venue for parties and meetings. If you would like to book an 
event, or view the facilities, please contact Ron Birch on 830707. Forthcoming 
events that are already booked will be advertised on village notice boards. One that 
is definitely on is the annual village firework display on Friday 1st November at 7pm 
for 7.30 start. 

Our twin community of Vöhl in Germany will be celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the setting up of their sports club next year. Bugbrooke St Michael’s 
has been invited as one of the 16 teams in a soccer tournament which will take 
place from 16th to 21st July 2014. We will be the only British team in the 
tournament and anyone wishing to take up spare places on the coach should 
contact Willy on 831606. 

The club committee for next year looks likely to stay the same expect that 
Lorraine Gardner will take over as Treasurer. The management team for the adult 
sides will be Paul Field and Mitch Austen (1st team); Gordon Derby (Reserves), 
Chris Rayne (A’s); Conrad Nankerrow and Brian Curtis (B’s); Steve Reeve (Under 
18’s). 

If anyone is interested in acting as gatemen for UCL games and Under 18 
games, which involves collecting gate money for home games, the club would be 
pleased to hear from you. 
John Curtis 

WEDNESDAY CLUB FUND RAISING 

(Bugbrooke’s Club for over 60s) 

Come & buy your afternoon tea, all home made food 

Large selection of sandwiches, scones & cream, cakes  

Try your luck on the Tombola & raffle, pick up a bargain on our Bric-a-brac stall 

All in aid of Wednesday Club — SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH 

Bugbrooke Sunday School Room and Garden 

1pm – 5pm 
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Family Announcements 
Pancoust-Julie, Ken and family wish to thank everyone for their overwhelming 
support with messages of sympathy and cards following the death of mum 
(Jean Gable). Special thanks to Stephen French for a beautiful service, love to 
you all. 

 

Diary 
September 

October 
 

 

2 7.30p.m W.I. Silk for Sunday SS 

6 5p.m Beer Festival Rugby Club 

7 12 noon Beer Festival Rugby Club 

8 12noon Beer Festival Rugby Club 

8 1 – 5pm Wednesday Club Teas SS 

11 7.30p.m History Gp. Victorian Inventions CC 

13 7 for 

7.30p.m 

Fish & Chip Quiz for SNC Chairman’s Charities CC 

16 2.30p.m U3A Gp  Talk on 78, Derngate CC 

20 Evening Guides Jumble Collection Village 

21 2pm Guides Jumble Sale SS 

23 7.45p.m Flower Soc. World of Flowers NHVH 

4 7.30p.m OAP Gift Scheme Wine Tasting CC 

7 7.30p.m W.I. A.G.M. + hot supper SS 
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