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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 180), June 2013 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 

At our AGM in May the existing officers were re-elected and I 

thanked the committee members personally for their 

continuing efforts. I would like to take this opportunity to 

convey my appreciation to all of those involved in the 

distribution of the magazine, many of whom have been delivering the LINK to your 

door for many years whatever the weather. 

Our advertisers input cannot be overstated, since without their support the cost 

of printing the magazine could not be met. The magazines are distributed to each 

house in Bugbrooke, with some posted further afield. Whilst the content of the 

magazine is included on the website, the adverts are not but there is the option to 

promote your business to a wider audience by inclusion on the website for an 

additional £10.00 per year. 

As part of our commitment to the magazine and advertisers we are exploring 

ways in which we can improve the look of the magazine and this is likely to include 

more colour, which is more expensive but will be offset for coming years by a 

modest increase in the advertising rates. None of this has been decided but we are 

keen to know if contributors, advertisers, readers have views on how we might 

change the magazine for the better. 

If your group, society or age group are currently not represented in LINK, 

please drop us a line so that we know about you and preferably send an article and 

photos so that we can widen the scope of our publication. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 

impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and websites, 

including issues of LINK back to July 1993 as well as current and historical 

information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 1 July 

2013, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way 

of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
The long winded negotiations regarding the extension of the Millennium Green to 

make space for extra graveyard are still progressing through the hands of various 

Solicitors. Watch this space! 

The Parish Council has produced a new Welcome Pack for newcomers to the 

village. This has been overseen by Cllr. Philip Bignell and, following suggestions by 

parish councillors, is now ready for production. If you are aware of new neighbours 

Front Page:    Bugbrooke Village Hall Playgroup’s visit by the police, proved to be 

a hands on experience. 

file:///C:/Users/dell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/LINK%20Issue%20142%20(Feb%2007)/www.bugbrookelink.co.uk
mailto:editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk
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please contact the Parish Clerk on 832838 so that she can arrange delivery. 

Under the guidance of Cllr Alan Kent the village is again seeking to have a 

Speedwatch Patrol in conjunction with Northants Police. The village needs to get a 

team of 10 people together in order to progress the scheme. At the last count we 

needed 2 more people, so if you are interested in helping to control speed through the 

village please contact Alan on 830518. 

South Northants Council have asked the Parish Council for its views on the 

reserved matters planning application regarding the Johns Road/Pilgrims Lane 

development. They met on April 29th and sent back recommendations regarding 

fences, footpaths, road calming and improved junctions at Johns Road/Kislingbury 

Road and Pilgrims Lane/High Street. Members of the public were able to make 

comments before the Council considered its response. It is expected S.N.C.’s decision 

will be taken before the end of June. 

A number of residents have complained about the poor state of the road surface 

in Smitherway. These complaints are supported by the Parish Council and County 

Councillor Joan Kirkbride has been asked to help in securing a new surface. The 

Parish Council is also seeking ways of ensuring the Primary School benefits from the 

new developments in the village, as they are likely to add considerably more pupils to 

the school roll. One suggestion is a new resource centre that could double up as a 

Library for the village. 

John Curtis (Chairman) 

2013 Northants Cricket Commentary Service For the Blind 
BBC Radio Northampton is providing an online ball by ball commentary service for 

all Northamptonshire games, home and away. Spectators at Northampton who have 

any difficulty in seeing the game can listen to this commentary at the ground by using 

one of NAB’s receivers and headsets.  

You simply collect a receiver and headset from the reception area at the indoor 

school, and use these to listen to the commentary. A member of NAB’s team will be 

available at the ground to assist spectators with this service. 

This is in conjunction with the recently introduced total coverage of all County 

Cricket by the ECB, and NAB volunteers are involved every day at the 4 day games. 

For more information please contact John Wood on 01604 719193. 

Parking General Rules and Advice 
Towcester Safer Community Team has received complaints from 

members of the public about inconsiderate parking that often occurs 

in and around the local villages. 

In response to this we encourage those residents with driveways 

or off-road parking to use this space to park your vehicles wherever possible. We do 

appreciate that this option is not available to many vehicle owners who have to park 

their vehicles on the Highway. 

To assist in reducing these complaints please consider the recommendations 
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listed below when parking your vehicle on the Highway. 

Do not wait or park where there are restrictions shown by: 

• Yellow lines along the edge of the carriageway 

• School entrance markings on the carriageway 

Do not park your vehicle where it would endanger or obstruct pedestrians or 

other road users. For example; do not stop: 

• Near a school entrance 

• Where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users 

• Opposite a traffic island [if this would cause an obstruction] 

• Opposite or within 10 metres of a junction 

• Anywhere you would prevent access for emergency vehicles 

Do not park wholly on the pavement as this can obstruct and seriously inconvenience 

pedestrians, people in wheelchairs, the visually impaired and people with pushchairs. 

 Finally, when parking at night, for safety, please position your vehicle facing in 

the direction of the flow of traffic. This allows for rear reflectors to illuminate as 

another vehicle approaches. 

We thank you for your assistance in these matters. Please do not hesitate to 

contact the team should you wish to discuss the above in more detail. 

To report an incident or crime to Northamptonshire Police telephone 101, in an 

emergency dial 999 

Jen Harrison, Towcester Safer Community Team 

Water into Wine Revisited! 
In the February 2012 edition of The LINK I wrote about Jesus 

turning water into wine.  However, you can’t keep a good story 

down and because I love the story so much I thought I would 

offer a few further thoughts and reflections, especially as I’m 

well into the 2013 wedding season! 

No one making up stories about Jesus would have had him turning water into 

wine for his first miracle.  At best it seems to be a fairly frivolous story when 

compared to other events and stories surrounding Jesus.  At worst it is a story with 

questionable ethics as the guests were already drunk when Jesus turned all that water 

into the best wine! 

Nevertheless, the story is in scripture and it is recorded for our learning and also 

it’s so true to the Christians life:- 

•  There was an embarrassing problem. The wine ran out at a wedding reception.  
 Jesus loves dealing with our problems. 

•  Someone went to Jesus: about it. His mother had learned how wise that was.  
 She knew from experience that she could rely on him as we still can. 

•  Jesus told them what to do.  
 He directs those who want his way. 

•  The solution was a miracle - water turned into wine.   
Not by the addition of some drinking powder but by a change in the 
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nature of the water, following him can bring about a change in our 
nature. 

Adding church attendance to our weekly programme will not in itself change us.  

John the reporter of the story says Jesus' miracles were signs.  When we commit 

ourselves to Jesus he gives us a new, divine nature, which, like his, inclines to God's 

will and ways; a spiritual miracle greater than any physical one such as turning water 

into wine. 

When Jesus performed this first miracle in Cana of Galilee - he revealed his glory 

and the promise in following him means we will never be the same again. 
(See John Chapter 2 v 1 to 11 for the full story) 

The Revd. Stephen R.J. French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
The date for our Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz this year is Friday 5th July; and we expect 

that it will be a most enjoyable event. It will take place at the Community Centre, with 

a starting time of 7.15 for 7.30pm. Tickets will be £9.50 a person, which includes both 

the supper and entry to the quiz. The quiz will be based on teams of four.  Tickets are 

available from Tony Pace, 4 Laddermakers Yard (tel 832516) or Irene Neary, 17 The 

Paddocks (tel 830678). Please note that tickets must be requested by Monday 1st July, 

since we need to order the fish and chips (with a choice of chicken or roe and chips for 

those who prefer).   

We had our AGM on 17th April. Roy Smith, who has been a stalwart member of 

the Committee for many years, decided not to stand again. So many thanks to Roy for 

all he has done for the Friends over the years, in particular being the organiser of 

ticket sales for our fund raising events. Although there was no one at the AGM who 

was available to replace him immediately, we have since got two volunteers who we 

hope to co-opt at our next Committee meeting. 

Jim Inch, Chairman 

CarKraft Road Safety Initiative  
CarKraft is an award winning event offering a dynamic mix of workshops, allowing 

participants to experience driving on simulated, adverse road conditions on a state of 

the art, purpose built facility at Silverstone, home of the British Grand Prix. CarKraft 

is primarily aimed at young drivers aged 17 to 24 yrs, who represent only 1 in 8 of all 

licence holders, yet over 20% are involved in fatal road traffic collisions.  

CarKraft is a joint event for non drivers and drivers - the non drivers are aged 15 to 25 

yrs (no driving licence required) and the drivers are aged 17+. CarKraft is a half day 

experience, which is held at the superb facilities within the Porsche Experience Centre 

in Silverstone Circuit and is made up of three workshops. 

 The first workshop is an interactive classroom session for all participants 

covering what we call the "Fatal Four" - Seatbelts, Mobile Phone use, Drink Driving 

and Speeding. These are the main causation factors in people being seriously injured 

or killed in crashes. 
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For non drivers the next workshop is their first driving lesson with a fully 

qualified AA driving instructor! This is all within the confines of the Porsche 

facility using their perimeter road and test track. The third workshop is with an 

independently qualified driving instructor who goes through how to fill out a 

driving licence application and how to choose the right instructor as not all 

instructors are qualified, tips on the theory test and making sure you have the right 

insurance cover. A lot of young drivers own their own cars yet mum or dad are the 

main policy holder when it comes to insurance. This is against the law, so 

education re this is crucial in the event of a claim. 

For those that are drivers, after the first interactive classroom workshop then 

it’s out on the Porsche circuit. The group is split down into pairs and then into the 

cars driving on Porsche's Ice Hill and Kick Plate. These are low friction surfaces, 

putting the vehicle into different skids and the drivers will learn how best to regain 

control. The third workshop for drivers is out on the public roads in a brand new 

Renault with expert advice being given by a highly qualified advance driver who 

will give you some hints and tips on advanced driving techniques. They also give 

some constructive feedback on the drive, which covers single carriageway, dual 

carriageway and Motorway driving. 

The half day is finished off with a certificate, a £50 discount voucher for any 

Adrian Flux insurance policy for ALL participants. In addition, the non drivers 

also receive discounted AA driving lessons and the drivers receive a free 2 hour 

"Drive Smart" session with the AA to take at a time that suits them.  

Sadly, we saw an 83% increase in road deaths across Northamptonshire last year 

and we're passionate about not seeing a further increase this year.  

If you have any questions or have any ideas to assist further, please do not hesitate 

to contact me. 

David Lee Pc 533 

News from Bugbrooke School 
Schools are busy places, and ours is no exception! Over the past term, our children 

have been involved in many extra-curricular activities, as well as the usual lessons 

which make up the school week. They can choose to join our sports clubs (football, 

basketball, netball, athletics) as well as signing up for the cross country team! A 

high number of our children take up the opportunity to learn a musical instrument 

or sing in the choir - we now have violinists, clarinetists, flautists, cellists, trumpet 

players, horn players, guitarists and pianists. We have also have a gardening club 

and cookery club, and last term we started a lunchtime craft club which was run by 

members of the community and parents who came into school to help the children 

learn to knit, sew and enjoy a range of arts and crafts. If you are interested in 

sharing your talents or enthusiasm by helping out in school please come and see us 

for a chat! 

Help keep our school safe 

We have an on-going problem with members of the community using our top 
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field to exercise their dogs and not clearing up any mess left behind; this is a 

potentially dangerous situation for our children as we use the field for our sports and 

the children are exposed to harmful germs. Please support us by not exercising dogs 

on our field and ensuring that you take appropriate action to clean up any mess on 

the paths. 

Science Day 

Earlier in the term, Year 5 & 6 children became budding scientists and engineers for 

the day when staff from the University of Northampton came in to lead three exciting 

science activities.  In Lego Robots, the children had to use laptops to program their 

own robot to move in a figure of 8 – not as easy as it seemed! Wind Power, saw them 

exploring alternative power sources using mini solar panels and turbines. As for 

Bucket Science ….. it’s amazing what you can create with lemonade and mint Mentos!  

Cross Country  

We also took part in the annual cross country competition at Woodford Halse, with 46 

children from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 participating in the 4 events. Despite a bitterly cold 

day, the sun was shining and the conditions were good. Everyone ran well and were 

really pleased with their achievements; particular praise to Paige in Y5 who came 12th 

in her race, Tom B in Y6 who came 21st, Alysia in Y4 who came 18th and Tom D in Y4 

who came 19th . Overall, the Year 5/6 girls were awarded 2nd place.  

Our friends in Tanzania 

Over the past few years we have become special friends with the children and staff of 

Kimnyak Primary School in Tanzania. Our children learn about life in Tanzania as 

part of their curriculum and have exchanged letters and photos with pupils from 

Kimnyak School. In January, Sue and Tony Pace, who make a yearly trip out there to 

work on various community projects, visited the school on our behalf to take money 

we raised which enabled the school to buy lots of new books!  
 

Sue also took a letter from us with our news and photos from the last year to 

share with the school; the children were amazed to see pictures of our school in the 

snow and thought that it must be so cold that people playing out in it would die! 

Mama Lucy, the Headteacher,  wrote us a lovely letter (in English) thanking us for our 

kindness and hinting at what our next project could raise money for!  

At school we encourage our children to think about others who might be less 

fortunate than themselves and for Red Nose Day this year, the children asked if they 

could organise a fund raising day. Each class organised and ran a stall in the school 

hall and there were competitions, sweets, popcorn and cake stalls as well as a wide 

variety of games.  The money raised has gone into the Kimnyak Primary School fund 

for next year!  

Technology in the classroom 

We are now the proud owners of 36 iPads and all the children have had a chance to 

use them as part of their learning; they are proving so popular that if we are not 

careful with our timetabling, classes will be fighting for them! We are now looking at 

how we can raise enough money to buy some more!   
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Science Day at Bugbrooke School 

Bugbrooke School 

pupils making good 

use of their new ipads 

The 46 pupils who took part in the cross country 

championships at Woodford Halse 
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Continuing to build the relationship 

between Bugbrooke School and 

Kimnyak Primary School in 

Tanzania 
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age, aims to stimulate educational and 

recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully employed from middle

-age onwards.  Your friendly local group meets in the afternoon on the third Monday 

of each month at Bugbrooke Community Centre, usually at 2.30pm and non-members 

are welcome as guests.  There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, 

including Book Exchange, French, Genealogy, German, History of Music, Literature, 

Luncheon Club, Music Appreciation, Play Reading, Scrabble and Snooker. 

Forthcoming Meetings: 

17 June – ‘Views of Kew’ by Stuart Phillips.  An illustrated personal look at some of 

the treasures of Kew Gardens. 

Monday 15 July – A Summer Quiz – a lighthearted educational and occasionally 

frustrating session for small teams of members and guests. 

No meeting in August. 

Enquiries to Roger Colbourne 01604-831627 or 01327-340407 

Five Bells Luncheon Group (for over 65s) 
We are in a healthy state though ‘the best laid schemes of mice and men gang oft 

aglee.’ 

On 27th January at lunch time I had a phone call from Anton to say they couldn’t 

do lunch on Wednesday 30th January. After a deep breath, I asked why not? You 

cannot let 50 people down at this late date. He replied Janet was leaving on Tuesday 

and he couldn’t do it himself. My answer was, ‘Well you will just have to get a chef in 

like you did on our first meeting’. The Area Manager vetoed this and explained later 

he did not want us to have a cobbled lunch. 

My apologies to everyone! Janet spun me a cock and bull story which I repeated 

to members to explain the situation, which later proved untrue. I am sorry! I had to 

inform everyone of the cancellation. I now have a contingency plan should it happen 

again, but I still need 7 days notice. 

Two weeks before our lunch on 27th February I met the new manager, Lisa 

Lovekiss and staff Taffy and Bee and made arrangements to carry on as before. The 

Area Manager advised it would have to cost £7 each. They could no longer manage 

on £6. 49 people attended having fish and chips and mushy peas followed by apple 

pie or chocolate fudge cake with cream or custard. Coffee was a problem as we only 

had 25 cups. It was in relays. 

On 27th March, 38 attended, 17 people cancelled (funerals, doctors 

appointments, Easter visiting and sickness). Thank you so much for letting me know. 

They had a choice of sausage and mash and mushy peas, lasagne or fish and chips 

followed by chocolate fudge cake or apple pie with cream or custard, coffee or tea. We 

had a full complement of cups. 

All meals are freshly cooked for us, served piping hot, and I have had phone 

calls to say how much they enjoyed their lunch. I have a waiting list for over 55 guests 

now. 



20 



 

21 



22 



On 24th April, 38 people attended, 48 said they would come. Please, please let me 

know if you are unable to attend. I have been advised to charge those who do not 

inform me. Thank you very much for those who do phone me. The menu was chicken 

tikka masala, beef and ale pie and by request fish and chips. Followed by ice cream and 

stewed rhubarb, coffee or tea. 

I must say the family who manage the Five Bells are most enthusiastic in their 

willingness to help and co-operate. They are also fun to be with. 

  Next meetings 19th June 2013 and 17th July 2013. 

New members always welcome. If you wish to attend telephone Marjory 833450, 

and leave a message on my machine if I’m not available. I will return the call. 

Marjory Graham 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello everyone.  Writing this today May 3rd 2013, it’s a change to say we are having a 

spell of sunny and dry weather, so we must enjoy it while it lasts. 

March 5th - we welcomed a new member, Mrs Audrey King. 

April 3rd  - our Easter lunch, which was much enjoyed. The tables were arrayed 

with lots of plants. Each member took one home with them.  Our entertainer, Mr 

Michael Peachy (Artish) brought many of his paintings along.  With very little effort, it 

seemed, he painted a scene with a brook, a Weeping Willow and a Badger.  It was very 

good. 

This afternoon was provided by Alec and Ann Shaw to celebrate their Golden 

Wedding.  They cut a cake, which we all ate with a glass of sherry.  Our thanks to them 

for sharing this special anniversary with us and we wish them health and happiness in 

the future. 

April 17th  -  sherry and cake today for Doris Flavell who celebrated a big “0” 

birthday, health and happiness to Doris too. 

As always we would like to welcome new members to join us. Just ring Cherry on 

830389 or Linda on 831219 who will fill you in on details. 

Mrs D M French 

Neighbourhood Watch – hotline 01604 432436 
Street Wardens 

Firstly, my thanks to Yvonne Barnes and David Fletcher, my first two 

volunteers as Street Wardens for West End and Tibbs Way 

respectively. If, as the coordinator for Bugbrooke, my role is to 

promote the principles of Neighbourhood Watch within the village, update you all with 

police activity, and liaise with the police to reflect the anxieties of the inhabitants, I need 

your help. So please, more volunteers are needed so like our neighbouring villages, all 

parts of the area are represented. It involves no great responsibility, just to let it be 

known that they are the ‘Neighbourhood Watch Warden’ for the street, and pass on any 

concerns to me, or, if necessary, direct to the police. I, in turn, can use their information, 

and via their help, promote security within the home and the village as a whole. Please 
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help if you can, and together we can hopefully create, as other villages have done, an 

organisation that really helps one another. 

Information 

Crime Statistics for Bugbrooke from April 1st 2012 to March 31st 2013. 

There were also a total of 109 Anti-social Behaviour Incidents reported for 

villages within Heyford and Bugbrooke Ward for the period. 

With all the interest currently in what we might, or might not, be eating I am 

reliably informed you can discover the origin of products from their ‘Bar Code’. If the 

first three digits are: 

Scams 

Scrap Metal – Police are interested in any information concerning men who call at 

your home purporting to be looking to purchase scrap metal. A householder in 

Greens Norton was called on by men in a white pick-up type vehicle, which emitted a 

sound similar to an ice cream van, seeking such material. Although advising that they 

had no metal for sale, the occupant was visited again a few days later by men, in a 

yellow pick-up, full of scrap metal, asking if the vehicle on the drive was for sale. If 

you have a similar experience, report it to the police. 

Cheap Watches – A person in a car draws up alongside a pedestrian and asks the way 

to a street. The driver then offers for sale several watches. Firstly the police do not 

wish people to be caught by this operation, but would also hope that the registration 

number and description of the driver can be taken and reported as quickly as 

possible. 

Property Marking 

Thieves find identifiable property dangerous to handle and difficult to sell on. As a 

result, you can put them off by marking your property (postcode, plus your house or 

flat number), and advertising that you have done so by displaying a ‘Burglars 

Beware’ sticker anywhere a burglar might get in, for example on the doors and 

windows of your home. 
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No. Description No. Description 

1 Burglary – Dwelling 8 Burglary – Other 

79 Criminal Damage, (includes a 

large number of vehicle aerials 

over a weekend in October)  

1 Drug Offence 

 13 Theft from Motor Vehicles 

 14 Theft/Handling 

1 Deception/Fraud 4 Theft of Motor Vehicles 

3 Other Offences 9 Violent Offences 

690 - 692…..then it is made in CHINA  

30 - 37……..FRANCE 00 - 09……..USA & CANADA 

471…………TAIWAN 40 – 44…….GERMANY 

50…………..UK 49…………..JAPAN 



There are several ways to mark your property depending upon the type of object 

you want to identify. You can get easy-to-use property marking kits from stationers 

and DIY stores. 

I do have access to a Permanent UV Marker Pen if you have difficulty in 

obtaining a kit. 

Holiday Bookings 

Thinking about booking a holiday or short break?  It’s a widespread scam to set up 

fake websites and send emails for holidays or villas that don’t exist. They require you 

to pay a deposit, which you will never see again. You may also be invited to 

participate in a competition where you have to pay a fee to secure your dream 

holiday. Again there is no holiday, and no sign of your deposit. You could also risk 

losing money or your bank details (or both), when paying on an insecure webpage. 

A few golden rules: 

Book your holiday only through a reputable company which is a member of a 

recognised travel authority. 

If renting a private villa or apartment, call the owner or agent to check it is 

authentic, get the full address and check it out on “Google Maps”. 

Pay only by credit card, and on a page which has the ‘https://’ prefix and 

‘padlock’ in the browser window. 

These and many other holiday and travel booking tips can be found at: 

www.getsafeonline.org/protecting-yourself/holiday-and-travel-booking/ 

Neighbourhood Return 

The NHWN pilot project, ‘Neighbourhood Return’ has really taken off in two counties 

and is set to go live in two more. This unique scheme has also attracted interest from 

both police forces and voluntary organisations across the country. 

Neighbourhood Return uses community volunteers, including many 

Neighbourhood and Home Watch coordinators and volunteers to sign up with a 

mobile phone number to search for people with memory problems, such as dementia, 

who have gone missing. The scheme aims to support carers by offering the 

reassurance that their local community is ‘there’ for them should they need the help of 

their neighbours to find someone. 

“Love Thy neighbour” 

At this time of year, as the sun at last begins to shine, many people will be thinking 

about their neighbours and their friends and acquaintances. It is important to take 

every opportunity to keep in contact with our neighbours and let them know that 

someone in the neighbourhood is looking out for them. 

Security Alarms 

Finally, the local Neighbourhood Watch support team has introduced three types of 

security alarm. These alarms are being sold at cost price and represent remarkable 

value.  There are two types of personal alarm, designed to be carried with you: 

Minder Personal Attack Alarm - £6.50 (pull pin activation, integral torch, 5 year 

warranty) 
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Defender Minimax Personal Safety Alarm - £2.50 (small and compact, key ring). 

And one for outside security ideal for sheds and outhouses, gardens, allotments, etc.: 

Multi-Function Alarm - £10.50 (easy to fit, four digit security code, supplied with 

fixing and screws, 5 year warranty). 

If  you would like one of these then please contact me. 

Don’t forget if a crime is in progress dial 999 

David Dungate , tel 01604 831381 

Bugbrooke Church Village Fete 
This year the fete is on Saturday 13th July starting at 2pm. It will take place as usual 

on the church field next to the brook, and will be started by the arrival of the Rose 

Queen, chosen from the Brownies, followed by her crowning in the arena. 

Apart from all of the usual games, entertainments, and stalls, this year for the 

first time our bouncy castle will be a ‘Harry Potter’ fun run bouncy castle – not just 

your ordinary bouncy castle, to give extra fun for the children. 

We will be undertaking Soft Toy re-homing. The ideal solution for all those 

teddies you have outgrown and have no room for. Our teddy tombola will ensure all 

teddies and soft toys go to new loving homes. We can foster teddies until fete day so 

please donate your teddies to 14 The Paddocks or call 07920 422381 and they can be 

collected. 

You will of course be able to take time out for tea and cakes at the refreshment 

tables, or hot dogs and hamburgers. 

Don’t forget to buy your duck for the duck race finale. Ducks are available to buy 

before the day. Thank you to all those people in the village who sell ducks for us and 

please help to make their task easy. 

We will be repeating the Sports and Leisure Auction, and hope to have as many 

attractive items as last year. This has become a fabulous addition to the fete in recent 

years. If anyone can offer a suitable item for auctioning, this would be most gratefully 

received. Please contact Geoff Cooke on 832125. 

Look out for the church mailing at the beginning of July for further details. And 

full details of the fete events will be kept up to date on our web page 

www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/fete, so check here for anything you want to know up to 

and after the event. 

So do come and enjoy an afternoon of fun and games at Bugbrooke’s main 

annual outdoor event – 13th July, 2pm. 

Gillian Stone 

Bugbrooke History Group 
April 10th was another interesting meeting of the History Group. The A.G.M. 

preceded the speaker, Andrea Pettigale. All officers were returned unopposed – not 

much excitement there then. 

 The History Group is linked with other Village History Groups in 

Northamptonshire and from time to time each village holds an interesting event, 
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sometimes an exhibition or guided walk which members of our Bugbrooke Group 

may be interested in attending. If you are interested in knowing about these 

happenings let me know your e-mail address and I can forward the information to 

you. 

Andrea gave a very informative talk about Family History and sources for 

researchers to make use of. She was extremely knowledgeable and her talk was 

greatly appreciated. 

The next meeting is June 12th when Sue Southcott will talk about Apothocary, 

Astrology and Alchemy – a different approach from that of many herbalists. So do 

come and enjoy our free meeting (while we can still afford to provide the talks free of 

charge). 

Pat Kent (secretary) tel. 01604 830518; e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 

Did You Know… 

The canal bank near Eliotts Bridge (Bugbrooke to Stowe footpath) used to look 

like the seaside in Summer holidays. There is a sandy bank (near the new Marina) and 

local youngsters would picnic there and wade in and have a swim. Health and Safety 

had not reared its head in those days and, provided you dodged the working barges, 

everyone had a great time. 

John Curtis 

Nature Notes 
This year it seemed that winter would never end, and hopefully we are looking 

forward to a good summer. As I said in my last article, many people were 

disappointed with the variety of birds they saw during the Bugbrooke Birdwatch, but 

the cold, wet weather in March and April seems to have brought many of the less 

usual birds to the gardens, presumably when food in the fields and hedgerows 

became scarcer. We have seen birds that we did not see during the Birdwatch, 

including song thrush, coal tits and long tailed tits. There have also been some more 

unusual birds on the feeders, especially siskins and nuthatches. A tree creeper became 

a regular visitor to the silver birch at one time too. 

Hibernating mammals such as bats and hedgehogs are now around, so look out 

for signs of them. 

Using the night camera, we saw a hedgehog for the first time this year on 8th 

March. It looked very small but active, so I decided to put out some crushed peanuts 

mixed with suet to help him regain some body weight, as it was still very cold. We 

did not see him for a while and left the food for the birds, but when he re-emerged he 

took to the food and became a regular visitor. There is a video online at 

www.bugbrookelink.co.uk where one hedgehog is feeding and another one stumbles 

upon him. Immediately the one that was feeding attacks the intruder, who rolled into 

a defensive ball. The attacker then rolled him off the paving into the stones, where the 

going gets a bit tougher. Unfortunately the video ended then, and we do not know 

the outcome.  On the 20th April, two hedgehogs were captured again on video. This 

time the action is much less aggressive and rather more flirtatious. The one that 

http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk
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probably is the female was busy eating and the male (presumably) circled around her, 

occasionally nudging her, although she seems much more interested in the food. 

I had a report of a badger in a garden at the end of Pilgrims Lane on 3rd April. 

Just as it was getting dark an animal was seen near the window that was thought to 

be a cat, but it went closer and it was a badger. Unfortunately there have not been any 

more sightings, but if you have seen badgers locally, or anything else of interest, 

please let me know. On the LINK website there is a section called Nature Notes, and 

there is a part that is dedicated to recent sightings. Any input would be welcomed, 

especially with a photo. 

The migrant birds are returning at present and although the swifts are not back 

at the time of writing (May 7th) they should be back in the next week. The first 

sighting of a swallow this year was 12th April. It wasn’t particularly early, but given 

the cold weather, it did feel early! Stan in Harpole saw a blackcap in his garden on the 

same day too. It would probably have been a returnee, as, although we do see 

blackcaps in winter, they are migrants from eastern Europe and would have left 

before then. The blackcaps that breed here normally over-winter in Spain and return 

in Spring. Another favourite summer visitor is the cuckoo. Has anyone heard one 

locally? I haven’t, but would be very interested to hear if anyone has. 

Look out for butterflies. The warmer weather has brought out our hibernating 

butterflies such as peacocks, small tortoiseshells and brimstones. Orange tip 

butterflies seem to be about in great numbers this year. It is the male with the orange 

tips. The female is a small white butterfly. In June, there is normally a good variety 

and great numbers of butterflies along Smith’s Lane, so pick a warm, sunny day and 

take a camera so that you can identify what you have seen when you get back. If you 

do not have a book to help, a good website to help with identification can be found at 

http://butterfly-conservation.org  Also we have pictures at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk 

of butterflies seen in Bugbrooke. 

Margaret Cooke. 832125 

Bugbrooke & District Flower Society 
At our April meeting Louisa Rigden entertained us with her interpretation of Britain's 

favourite drink as well as judging the competition 'Time for Tea'. There were eleven 

entries with a wide range of containers including cup cake cases, teapots, and a tea 

caddy among others. Julia Moore was judged to be the winner by Louisa for her very 

pretty arrangement. The next competition 'A Garden to Dye For' will be at our July 

meeting when Dora Mack will be with us. On June 24th, something a little different - 

the committee will prepare five boxes of flowers and foliage which Katherine Kear 

will use to produce five arrangements - hence the title 'Demonstrator’s Dilemma'! 

As usual, the club will be having a stall at Nether Heyford Village Fete on June 

8th which will include the opportunity to have a go at a mini flower arrangement. 

If you love flowers and enjoy a relaxing evening you will be made very welcome 

at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each month at 7.45pm. 

Jane Barker 
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Esther Public Dispensary & Timothy Secondary School, 
Tanzania 
It was Tim & Esther Partridge who first sparked our interest in East Africa after their 

visit to Bungoma in western Kenya. A few got together to raise funds and later the 

Bugbrooke East Africa Trust was formed. As a tribute to their 30 years of service to 

Bugbrooke, this year we built the Esther Public Dispensary and part of the Timothy  

Secondary School near Arusha in northern Tanzania. If you would like to hear more 

about what we do (and how we spend the money) in the winter, everyone is welcome 

to come to the Sunday School at 7:30pm on Monday, June 17th to see pictures and 

films and enjoy some African fruit. 

The Timothy Secondary School has already started to take students but it will 

not be formally opened until next year. In  the meantime there is a lot more building 

to be done and we are still short of £30,000 to finish the project. If you would like to   

make a contribution as a tribute to Tim Partridge, please contact us or any of the 

BEAT Trustees. 

Also the headmistress has asked if BEAT will pay the school fees for a few of the 

bright girls who cannot pay their fees and may have to leave. Secondary School in 

Tanzania is not free though, in our terms, it is not expensive either. Fees and costs for 

a typical year are of the order of £80-100 and we would like to support 4-5 girls if we 

can raise the money. The focus is specifically on girls because poor families in 

Tanzania will always give priority to sons and as a result girls can get a pretty raw 

deal. 

Sue & Tony Pace – 832516 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Playgroup 
We are now in May (as I write this) and finally the sun is coming out and spring/

summer is here.  The garden is much more popular again now after what has been a 

long, wet winter and as the children head towards the end of the school year there are 

many exciting activities planned.  Playgroup children were able to have a close look 

around a police car when PCSO Jen recently came to visit them.  The children took a 

walk to the church car park and had a fascinating talk with Jen and learned a little 

about the car and the police.  As you can see from the photographs it was a very 

exciting, hands on trip.  We would like to thank Towcester police for getting in touch 

and arranging this.  The children have also had a visit from Willie Marriott, one of our 

village postmen.  He talked about the life of a postman and some children were 

returned by ‘special delivery’ to parents that day!  Once again we would like to say a 

big thank you to Willie.  We always welcome visits from the local community and 

talks about the jobs people do, so if you have half an hour to spare and would like to 

contribute to this please get in touch. 

On Friday June 14th Bugbrooke Playgroup committee are holding a ‘Pamper 

evening’ at the Football Club, starting at 7.30 pm. There will be stalls that have 
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Spring arrived late in 

the churchyard, but 

finally made it.  Picture 

by Kathy Hall 

First students arriving 

at Timothy Secondary 

School, Olmotonyi.  

The first league match of the season under way at the Playing Fields on May 11th, 

where Bugbrooke Cricket Club beat Bugbrooke St Michael’s 74 by 5 wickets. 



37 36 

Mixing up some magic potions in the garden.  

 

Sitting in the police car. 

 

The children are always keen to dress up. 

 

 

Such fun! 

Bugbrooke Village Hall 

Playgroup, have great fun 

during the police visit.  No 

arrests were made. 

Making the best of the 

brief spell of warm May 

weather in the 

Playgroup garden 
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everything from cakes and jewellery to manicures and massages.  The cost is £3 to 

enter and that includes a ticket for a raffle that will be drawn on the night. Pop along 

and treat yourself, you can pay on the door and all are welcome.  Proceeds will go 

towards some much needed improvements at the Playgroup. 

In July Playgroup is holding its summer trip to Gullivers Dinosaur and Farm 

Park in Milton Keynes.  Around 40 children will be accompanied by staff and parents 

for what should be a great day out.  The children really look forward to this day and 

for many children and parents it is their last Playgroup outing as they prepare to 

move on to primary school. 

We are very pleased to welcome to the committee Karen Cummins, who has 

recently moved back to Bugbrooke with her family.  We plan to hold our AGM in July 

and four members will be standing down as their own children will be leaving 

Playgroup.  It is vitally important that we have new people willing to join us as 

without the committee and its officers Playgroup would have to close.  Being active 

on the committee has many benefits, enabling you to have a say on how it is run and 

how money is spent as well as providing additional experience for your CV.  If you 

are able to provide a bit of time and support or would like a little more information on 

what is involved please get in touch. 

If you, a friend or family member has a child aged 2 to 4 years and would be 

interested in looking around Playgroup please contact me on the number below or via 

email as we are now filling our spaces for September 2013.   There is government 

funding available for some 2 year old children to attend Playgroup and to see if you 

are eligible for this please check the Northamptonshire County Council website where 

there is an ‘online eligibility checker’.  If you are unable to access this please give me a 

call on the number below. 

If you would like any information on any of the above or to look around our new 

and improved facilities please contact Julie Tompkins on 07563 574155 or at 

bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk. 

Julie Tompkins 07563 574155 

Bugbrooke Art Group 
We held our annual art exhibition in the Community Centre on the weekend of 

11th/12th May. It was a little disappointing that we didn’t attract as many visitors as in 

most previous years. The overall attendance was 134, compared to 178 last year.  We 

also only sold 8 pictures whereas last year the figure was 13 and in some years we 

have sold over 20.  The handmade cards however still proved popular, with 118 being 

bought; and the teas/coffees and homemade cakes also sold very well.   

As in some previous years we ran a little quiz. The answers all lay somewhere in 

the pictures.  No one got all the answers right, but three people got 9 out of 10.  The 

question no one could get was “what do you sea hidden?” The answer was a mermaid 

swimming, but to be fair it took a bit of a leap of imagination to see this; and we gave 

half a mark to those few who said swimmer or person swimming. Several people 

thought the answer lay in a different picture showing an oilrig in a stormy sea, and 
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Mixing up some magic potions in the garden.  

 

Sitting in the police car. 

 

The children are always keen to dress up. 

 

 

Such fun! 
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gave oil as the answer: rational enough but not what we were looking for.  On some 

of the other questions the view of the Guildhall was from Derngate; the bridge with 

the three arches was in a picture of Eleina  Donan castle; and the number of farm 

animals was 25 (we counted the geese but not the donkey called Moses, though he 

figured as the answer to another question with a biblical slant). 

Thank you to all the people who came and supported our little efforts. I hope 

you all enjoyed it. We certainly did. 

Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Rugby Union Football Club 
The Club have just completed their most successful playing season ever. The first 

team finished top of their League and have been promoted to Midlands Division One. 

The Second Team also won their division and are promoted to the Courage Best 

League, the Third Team also enjoyed a 100% record.  

Several Mini and Junior teams had notable wins throughout the year, and we will 

continue to field our usual Mini and Junior sides on Sunday mornings next season 

and will be fielding an Under 18’s Colts side on Saturday afternoons. 

In the near future, the club are looking forward to additional pitch space courtesy of 

local farmers, Messrs Adams. This will take the pressure off the existing pitches, 

which are enormously overplayed and we look forward to having this additional 

facility. 

In line with pitch expansion, we are also looking to extend our changing and 

social facilities and are currently kicking off several fundraising, sponsorship and 

grant aid opportunities. Anyone who would like to get involved in this activity in 

whatever capacity, please feel free to give me a call. 

The new season for senior sides will start on 7th September and keep an eye out 

for details of the Beer Festival and Mini and Junior fun-day in next month’s article. 

Bryn Curtis 07989 230033 

brync@btinternet.com,  http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/bugbrooke  

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
We are now well into the 2013 season with both the first and second teams having 

started their league campaigns. For all the latest fixtures and results please visit the 

club’s website, www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com, while fixture cards are also 

available from the pavilion. 

Either the first or second team will be in action at Camp Hill Farm on every 

Saturday during June and July, and everyone is welcome to come down and support 

the lads, while there are also Sunday friendly fixtures throughout the rest of the 

season, again see the website for all the details. 

The pavilion will be open during all matches this season, with the bar usually 

opening around 5pm on weekend match days, where Tony will be delighted to serve! 

Junior fixtures continue to go from strength to strength for our three age group 

sides, at Under 11, 13 and 15 levels with matches taking place on Sunday mornings 
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(U11’s), Monday evenings (U13’s) or Wednesday evenings (U15’s) 

We are always looking for new players to join the club both at senior and junior 

level, and if anyone is interested in playing please feel free to contact Ciaran Thomas 

on 07906 935420, or email ciaran.thomas@ntlworld.com. 

On the social side plans are already being made for the annual vice-president’s 

day, which as usual, takes place on the bank holiday Monday, August 26, where the 

Under 30’s will defend the Jack Dawson shield against the Over 30’s. 

Meanwhile the club has joined the modern age and we are now on twitter! 

Follow @BugbrookeCC for match scores and results and all the latest news from the 

Doc White. 

Ciaran Thomas 

Bugbrooke St. Michael’s F.C. 
The end of the 2012/13 season sees the 1st XI sixth in their division, the Reserves third 

and winners of the Northants F.A. Lower Junior Cup, the ‘A’s runners up and the ‘B’ 

team relegated. 

These are good results, especially for the Reserves and ‘A’s, and the demise of 

the ‘B’s could be predicted a long time ago because of poor off pitch organisation. It 

has been another good season with lots of improvements taking place in the 

clubhouse as well as good performances on the pitch. 

We were never likely to achieve the success of the previous season when all 

teams won trophies, but our reputation in all leagues has been maintained. Our 

congratulations go to our neighbours on the Playing Field who have won both leagues 

they compete in. Bugbrooke Rugby Club is now one of the top 4 in the county and 

will play the likes of Old Northamptonians, Kettering and Towcester next year. We 

wish them the best of luck with their teams of local players that have progressed from 

Campion School. 

Our youth teams have got good experience throughout the year and the Under 

12’s and Under 13’s have probably achieved most success. Their participation in their 

leagues has introduced them to sportsmanship and the ability to play through poor 

times as well as good. Special mention goes to Glenn Middleton who has been taken 

on by Norwich City F.C. as part of their youth programme and they have arranged for 

him to be educated at Wymondham School whilst he trains over there. Good luck 

young man! 

The youths tour to Vöhl will have taken place under the leadership of chairman 

Willy Marriott by the time this edition is published. It will have been another 

experience to extend youngsters’ vision and outlook and, judging from our last few 

visits, would have been a footballing success as well. 

Here’s to next season. As soon as this one is over it will be necessary to set up the 

groundwork to ensure the club’s continued success. 

John Curtis 

mailto:ciaran.thomas@ntlworld.com
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

 

Sunday Services 

8:00am  BCP Communion 3rd and 5th Sundays in the Month 

9:45am  2nd and 4th Sundays in the month Holy Communion 

1st Sunday in the month Morning Worship 

3rd Sunday in the month Family Worship 

5th Sunday in the month watch for details 

6:00pm  1st Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’  

 a service of Praise and Worship. 

 

Other Services 

Tuesdays during term time 2:15pm Tiny Tots Service in Church 

First Wednesday in the month :- 9:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady Chapel 

 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel 

 

Regular Events 

Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 

2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 

Thursdays 9am to 11:15am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School 

Rooms 

Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  

Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someone’s House)  

  Fellowship and Bible Study at 41 Pilgrims Lane. 

 

Other Events 

July 13th  2pm Annual Village Fete on the Church Field 

 

 

 Home Communions by prior arrangement. 

Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373. Enquires about marriage ring 831621. 

For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers. 

If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 
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Family Announcements 
Doris and Frank Flavell would like to thank family and friends for the lovely cards, 

gifts, flowers and good wishes on the occasion of their 60th Wedding Anniversary 

and Doris’s 80th birthday. 

Fay Howell. The Howell family would like to thank everyone who sent their kind 

words and support during this sad time of Fays passing. Fay was taken from us on 

Tuesday 5th March at the young age of 25 from 'Adult Sudden Death Syndrome'. We 

would like to say a special thanks to Bugbrooke Football Club, Chris & Pat Hillery, 

Charlie Hawkey, Willie & Ian Marriot, Campion School and all those friends and 

neighbours old and new who have known Fay over the years. 

Diary 
June 

July 

 

8th   Nether Heyford Village Fete NH 

12th 7.30p.m. History Group – Apothocary, Astrology & 

Alchemy 

CC 

14th 7.30p.m. Playgroup – Pamper Evening FC 

17th 7.30p.m. BEAT - Tanzania SS 

17th 2.30p.m. U3A – Views of Kew CC 

19th 12noon Lunch Club 5 Bells 

24th 7.45p.m. Flower Club NHVH 

5th 7.30p.m. Friends of St Michael’s Chuch – Fish & Chips 

Supper & Quiz 

CC 

13th 2p.m. Bugbrooke  Church Village Fete Church Field 

15th 2.30p.m. U3A Summer Quiz CC 

17th 12noon Lunch Club 5 Bells 
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