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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 182), October  2013 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 

You may have noticed the different font that was used in 

the August issue of the magazine; we hope it made the 

text clearer and easier to read. We are undertaking 

various changes to try to improve the look and feel of LINK, such as more 

colour pages and hopefully you will see these emerge over the course of 

the next year.  

The content, of course, is down to the contributors and advertisers 

and as always I thank everyone who supports our village magazine in this 

way.  

As you will be aware there are residential developments under way in 

Bugbrooke and there will be more houses in the parish to which we will be 

delivering magazines. We will require continued support to service the 

village expansion, both in terms of funding the printing costs and people on 

the ground going door to door to make sure every household receives a 

copy. If you are thinking of advertising, or are willing to assist with delivery, 

please get in touch with me or another committee member. 

I trust you enjoy the articles, news and photos in this issue which 

probably just about covers the alphabet: to start with I can see: A for 

appeal, B for bus, C for cricket, D for diary, E for Eternal Light. That reminds 

me, we will need to be thinking soon about puzzles and quizzes for the 

Christmas issue, so if you have any that might be entertaining please drop 

me an email with them before the deadline. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 

impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and 

websites, including all issues of LINK back to July 1983 as well as current 

and historical information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is 

Monday 4th November 2013, but earlier submissions are most welcome. 

Please note that the preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to 

editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Front Page:   Thanks to Jonny Clark for sending this picture.  We don't know a lot 
about the bus, except it was waiting outside the Sunday School, and was used to 
ferry guests at a wedding to the reception.  Let us know if you know any more 
details.  The boy is Jonny’s son Louis. 

file:///C:/Users/dell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/LINK%20Issue%20142%20(Feb%2007)/www.bugbrookelink.co.uk
mailto:editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk
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Bugbrooke Parish Council 
A public meeting held on August 29th agreed unanimously to support the 

application by the Millennium Green Trustees to request that the Charity 

Commissioners enable the transfer of part of the current Millennium 

Green to the Parochial Church Council for the purpose of extending the 

Churchyard. As compensation the Glebe Field (where the fete is held) will 

become part of the Millennium Green with a permanent right of way 

allowed between the two parcels of land. This will enable people to park 

at the Church Car Park and walk all the way through to West End. 

It is expected the administrative details will be completed by the 

end of October. The Parish Council will take responsibility for the Car 

Park and new paths and gates will need to be constructed to aid 

pedestrian access to the new Millennium Green. The hedgerow currently 

alongside the churchyard will also need to be moved about 25 metres to 

open up the new area of churchyard. A new hedge of mixed plant 

varieties will be erected at the new boundary. 

The churchyard extension will enable burials to take place close to 

our church for many more years. This has been a preferred option for 

many parishioners and the new arrangements will be the conclusion of 

many years negotiation between the Parish Council, Millennium Green 

Trustees, Parochial Church Council and the Peterborough Diocese. 

Thanks to all those who have patiently worked their way through this long 

process. 

The Parish Council has been advised that work on the new houses 

at Johns Road and Pilgrims Lane is likely to commence in November. 

There is currently extensive drainage work taking place in Cub Close for 

the 2 new sports pitches. It is hoped these will be sown this year with the 

possibility of their being played on next September. Work has also 

commenced on the site at Peace Hill so we can expect activity in the 

village for the next 2 years. As 40% of all the new houses will be social 

housing it is important that anyone looking for that style of housing should 

contact South Northants Homes as soon as possible if they are not 

already on the waiting list. It is our understanding that priority will be given 

to Bugbrooke residents. 

The Parish Council has indicated to the Highways Authority and our 

County Council representative that we consider the patching that has 

taken place to the road in Smitherway is inadequate. It is our view that a 
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replacement surface is required (as for Meadway) and we will continue to 

push for that to take place. 

Finally, if anyone has a hedge adjacent to a footpath would they 

please ensure it is cut back to their property limits before the winter sets 

in. This will enable pedestrians to safely use the paths on dark nights 

without getting scratched or obstructed. 

John Curtis (chairman) 

Open Ended Holiday Reflections 
It is now the fourth day after returning from holiday where 

I had the wonderful experience of seeing my youngest 

daughter get married against the backdrop of the 

Caribbean Sea.  I also had time to sit, relax, think and 

ponder about many things, not least wonder at the 

awesome beauty of this part of God’s wonderful creation.  

Heat at a constant 38° clear blue skies, white coral sand, clear blue sea 

and palm trees gently swaying to the almost permanent gentle breeze, 

get the picture? 

As I sat looking out at this almost idyllic view, interrupted only by a 

large vivid green Iguana walking past looking for something to eat and 

glaring at me through one of his piercing eyes, two different but related 

thoughts passed through my mind. 

Firstly, from the green, green, grass of home to the barren beauty of 

the arctic landscape.  From the dizzy heights of the Himalayas, to the 

below sea level beauty and mystery of The Dead Sea. From the high 

humidity of the Amazon rain forest to the water starved vegetation 

surrounding my Caribbean holiday resort, we are in serious danger of 

destroying it all; by our greed and disregard of this wonderful island we all 

inhabit called earth. 

Secondly, my thoughts scanned over a book I read in the early 

nineties called ‘A Brief History of Eternity’ which is a considered response 

to Stephen Hawking’s book ‘A Brief History of Time’ published in the late 

eighties.  In Roy E. Peacock’s book as his response unfolds, he comes to 

the holy grail of scientific research and endeavour, ‘how did this 

magnificent and complex universe come into being!’  He looks at the 

various theories from Stephen Hawking’s theory of the origin of the 

universe to the theory and science surrounding ‘The Big Bang Theory!’ 

However, my ponderings at this point were interrupted by the need to get 
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ready for an evening meal. 

Fast forward a week later while encased in an aluminium tube 35,000 

feet in the air and half way through a nine hour flight.  Peacock, on examining 

‘The Big Bank Theory’ said if this theory is correct it was, and still is, the most 

colossal, calculated, co-ordinated and critically controlled explosion ever 

known!  For example, in a small way, take the plane I was flying in and 

meticulously dismantle it bolt by bolt, rivet by rivet, this includes the almost 

forty miles of wiring in the nose cone alone, in excess of 150 separate 

components that make up each of the 200 plus seats and let’s not even think 

of the amount of parts that make up the twin Rolls Royce engines!   

Once dismantled, put all the parts in the equivalent of a gigantic goody 

bag children receive at the end of a birthday party.  Then using a mega 

amount of explosive blow the whole thing up!  Once the dust has settled, 

rather than a giant hole and a scene of devastation there is waiting for you a 

fully functioning airworthy ready to fly passenger aircraft!  This is the best I 

could come up with to illustrate how controlled ‘The Big Bang’ would have to 

be. 

As the title at the top of this article states this is an ‘Open Ended Holiday 

Reflection’.  Nevertheless my take on my second reflection is there is 

‘intelligent design’ behind this wonderful universe and for me it is our creator 

God who revealed himself in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Grace and Peace 

Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Bugbrooke WI 
 For our July meeting we were blessed with good weather when 

we met in the delightful garden of one of our members.  After a 

very tasty buffet a former member talked to us about 

Paganism.  This was very interesting and informative. As usual 

a group of members, ably assisted by some husbands, managed the tea stall 

at the Church Fete.  We had glorious weather.  The only fly in the ointment 

was that the tent had been erected over a wasps' nest.  Luckily there were 

plenty of offers to help move it. In August we visited the Hayrack Gallery in 

Upper Stowe where we were made extremely welcome by Kim and 

Robert.  They had arranged a demonstration by ceramic artist Stephanie 

Beasley which we found fascinating.  She gave us all a small handmade gift to 

take home as a keepsake.  As well as this, we were offered delicious 

refreshments and there was a quiz for us to take part in with a generous gift 
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voucher as a prize. We have our Annual General Meeting in October and 

look forward to another full and varied year. Our skittles team has again 

been entered into the WI County Knockout competition and we are all 

hoping for success. Our members will continue to serve drinks at the 

blood doning sessions in the village. 

 We would welcome new members plus visitors who may have an interest 

in any subject covered by our speakers.  For further details contact 

Brenda on 831811. 

Brenda Astell and Jean Eastaugh   

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
If you are in the Churchyard or Millennium Green please look and see 

how smart the Church tower now looks 

on the south side. The stonework has 

been repaired and pointed, and new 

wooden louvres fitted in the tower 

window. These works, together with 

some less visible repairs to lead 

gutters, were the final stage of a 

programme of maintenance work 

undertaken following the so-called 

quinquennial inspection. The not 

inconsiderable cost of the works (with a 

final figure of £16,751 for the whole of 

the quinquennial works) has been met 

by funds raised within the village by the 

Friends. Thank you to all who have 

supported us in preserving this central 

part of the village’s heritage. We have a beautiful church to be proud of, 

and we need to keep it that way. 

Our next fund raising event will be a wine tasting on Friday 29th 

November at the Community Centre. Tickets will be on sale from later in 

October: and members and previous supporters will be getting a letter 

with details at that time. If anyone else is interested please contact me (tel 

830933), or any committee member. 

Jim Inch 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age, aims to stimulate educational 
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and recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully 

employed from middle-age onwards. Your friendly local group meets in 

the afternoon on the third Monday of each month at Bugbrooke 

Community Centre, usually at 2.30pm and non-members are welcome as 

guests. There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, 

including Book Exchange, French, Genealogy, German, History of Music, 

Literature, Luncheon Club, Music Appreciation, Play Reading, Scrabble 

and Snooker. 

Forthcoming Events – Monday 21 October – 'Table Talk'. A series 

of amicable discussions among small groups of members using 

suggested topics – or not! Monday 18 November – 'The Spirit of 

Remembrance' by Philip Wilson. An illustrated talk about the National 

Memorial Arboretum and the Royal British Legion. 

Enquiries to 01604–831627 or 01327–340407. 

Roger Colbourne 

 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Pre-school 
(formerly Bugbrooke Village Hall Playgroup) 
You will notice that we now have a new name, Bugbrooke Village Hall 

Pre-school.  This change has been made as a result of the need to 

demonstrate the educational value that playgroups offer to young 

children.   The ‘Playgroup’ name originally referred to the setting when 

children attended with their parents and this is how we were formed in 

1979.  However, with the continued development of staff and changes 

within the Early Years Foundation Stage and the requirements of Ofsted, 

Bugbrooke Pre-school now seems to be a more fitting name.   

Sports Day and Fundraising events 

During July the children took part in their sports day which followed the 

successful format of last year, with a circuit of events.   It was a lovely 

morning and very well supported by family and friends.  The children took 

part in their keygroups and competed at horse jumping, penalty shoot 

outs and basketball to name a few and a trophy was awarded for gold, 

silver and bronze positions.  This was such a fun event, helped by the 

weather and the enthusiasm of the children and Victoria is planning to 

continue it next July.  The draw for the summer raffle then took place and 

we had some fabulous prizes donated from local businesses and other 

organisations.  Huge thanks go to Brook Farm Rare Breeds, Heygates, 

15 
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Nuffield, Gullivers and Wicksteed Park.  A very impressive £475 was 

raised and this has been used to provide new IT equipment for the 

children, along with the money raised from the sponsored bounce. 

‘Cheesy Bingo with all the Lingo’ was also a successful, fun 

evening and raised just over £400.  This money has been used to replace 

the all in one waterproof suits the children wear in the garden and to 

provide some new play equipment. 

A huge thanks must go to all the parents who supported our 

fundraising last year as this has provided some fantastic new equipment 

for the children. 

AGM 

We held our AGM in July as a number of committee members were 

standing down.  Forming the new committee before the summer break 

means that when the new year starts everyone is raring to go!  Huge 

thanks must be given to our departing members, Anna Musson, Emma 

Bowey and Toni Suddards and we welcome Caroline Goryl, Sharon 

Harris and Nicola Capon. 

If you, a friend or family member has a child aged 2 to 4 years and 

would be interested in looking around Pre-school please contact me on 

the number below or via email as we are now filling our spaces for 

2013/14. There is government funding available for some 2 year old 

children to attend Pre-school and to see if you are eligible for this please 

check the Northamptonshire County Council website where there is an 

‘online eligibility checker’.  If you are unable to access this please give me 

a call on the number below. 

If you would like any information on any of the above or to look 

around our new and improved facilities please contact Julie Tompkins on 

07563 574155 or at our new email address:  

bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. 

Julie Tompkins 07563 574155 

News from Bugbrooke School 
In the last school year we had an amazing 140 children that have been 

Green All Year – this means children that have followed all the school 

rules all of the time. This is a remarkable feat as it takes effort and 

determination to achieve this as children have to make sure that they 

meet all our expectations, all of the time – or listen carefully to reminders! 

At the end of term, these children received their Green All Year certificate 

mailto:bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk
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in our special assembly and enjoyed a green ‘treat’ by visiting the 

Community Café for afternoon tea.  

Anti-Bullying Foundation Award 
 

This year the school also achieved the Anti-Bullying Foundation Award 

which shows how hard we have worked to ensure that the school is a place 

free from bullying. The school Council – shown in the picture – had to carry 

out surveys to find out how children feel about school and come up with 

suggestions to make things even better. We will carry on again this year to 

see if we can achieve the next step. 

We have also achieved the Enhanced Healthy Schools Award which 

was recently awarded to us at a 

spec ial  presentat ion in 

Northampton. Miss Daniels has 

been leading this project and 

we have achieved this 

prestigious award through our 

healthy snack policy in which 

we developed our KS2 Fruit 

Shop and healthy lunch boxes. 

In July, our High 5 Netball team took part in the County finals at 

Moulton College. This was a fantastic event, attended by hundreds of 

children from across the county, all participating in different sports. Our 

team played brilliantly, winning all their group matches and thus qualifying 

for the first and second place play off. Unfortunately, we were up against an 

amazing team from St Brendan's in Corby who went on to win. We were 

therefore County silver medallists – a tremendous achievement! Our level of 

skill was commented upon by several people from both other schools and 

county clubs!  

Debbie Bastin, Head Teacher 
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Afternoon tea at 

the community 

café 

The fruit truck trolley, helping  

children have a healthy snack 

High Five Team,  

county silver medallists 

The Anti-Bullying Foundation 

Award 
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Bugbrooke Guides at Poacher 2013 

International Scout and Guide Camp 
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Bugbrooke Guides 
Nine girls from Bugbrooke Guides plus Helen and I went to Poacher 2013, an 

International Scout and Guide run camp on the Lincolnshire Showground, 

along with over 5000 others. We had very friendly neighbouring camps from 

Whitley Bay, Northumberland and a local Scout group. However the 

showground’s neighbours are RAF Scampton the home of the Red Arrows 

which we enjoyed overhead. Our Sub camp (1 of 7) was called Exploration, 

so our gateway was decorated with fluttering Mongolian Prayer flags; tie dyed 

by the girls. Our Mascot was dressed each day to match the theme of the 

day, Space, Sea, Mountain, Jungle etc; its name and gender changed too! 

Although we did the usual camp cooking and washing up, the girls had a 

wonderful list of over 58 on-site activities to try. I think their favourites were: 

water zorbing; swing gym; roller disco; parascending; climbing/stacking 

crates and circus skills. There were also many off-site water activities. They 

all walked miles around the site; Libby in particular only returned for food and 

sleep. The weather was mixed, from worrying high winds with our tents taking 

a hammering, rain at times but sunny, hot spells too; we even slept under the 

stars on the last night.  

Thank you to the girls for being so great to take away – a tiring but 

rewarding week. 

There is a display of our activities so far in 2013, plus some 

photographs, in the Sunday School. 

Waiting List: Jane Evans Tel:  832710 

SCHOOL PLACES for September 2014 
If you have a child who will be 5 years old on or after the 1st September 

2014 you need to apply for a school place this year. Applying in good time 

is the best way of ensuring that your child is allocated your preferred 

school and a late application may reduce your chances of this. The 

closing date for primary requests is 15th January 2014 at 5pm. 

Apply online at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk  or come to 

Bugbrooke Primary School Reception where you will receive support with 

your application. Alternatively, you may request a paper form from the 

NCC Admissions Team at admissions@northamptonshire.gov.uk or 

telephone 0300 126 1000. 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk
mailto:admissions@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Bugbrooke O.A.P.’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
In this edition of the 'Link', you will find the application form for the Gift 

Voucher that is available to all pensioners of the village aged 65 and over. 

We have been able to maintain the Gift Voucher at its present value of £9.00. 

This has been made possible by our fundraising events and the generosity of 

local businesses, organisations and individuals that help us to raise the funds 

required to continue with this worthwhile Scheme. 

At the time of writing, we are preparing for our Annual Wine Tasting 

Evening on Friday, October 4th. This is always a popular event and we would 

like to thank everyone who attends or helps in any way to make this evening 

a successful and enjoyable occasion. 

Judith Piper 

Tiny Tots 
A new beginning this school year with new and returning leaders, new songs 

and activities.  Come and join us on Tuesday afternoons at 2.15p.m. in 

Church followed by drinks in the Sunday School and finish in time to collect 

older children from school. 

We look forward to welcoming returning families and childminders as 

well as new members. 

Gillian, Judy, Phillippa and Sue 

Tree of Eternal Light Service 2013 
7pm Thursday December 5th, St Michael and All Angels Church ,Bugbrooke 

At this service a Christmas tree covered in lights, each one representing the 

life of someone dear to us, provides a focus for the deep feelings people face 

at this time of year. Christmas is always a time when we remember family 

members and close friends who are no longer able to share the celebrations 

with us.  

The lights will shine out in memory of people from all walks of life. 

Some will have been closely connected with the Church, many of them will 

not have had any such connection during their lifetime, but their family and 

friends find the Tree of Eternal Light a fitting way to remember their lives at 

Christmastime. During the service the lights will be turned on and will 

continue to shine in the church throughout Christmas. Many people find 

comfort in writing messages on gold stars, which they hang on the tree after 

the service. The names of all those who are remembered will be read out 

during the service and will appear in a Book of Remembrance that can be 

viewed afterwards and throughout the Christmas period. We hope you will 
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stay for a cup of tea or coffee and mince pies after the service. 

All we ask is that you give a donation for each person you remember. 

All donations will be divided equally between Northampton General 

Hospital Oncology Unit, the Starlight charity which grants wishes to 

seriously and terminally ill children and entertains over half a million 

children every year in hospitals and hospices throughout the UK, and 

Bugbrooke St Michael and All Angels Church. 

Please give names to be remembered, a contact telephone number 

and donations, by November 28th if possible, to the Church Office, Sunday 

School Building, Church Lane, Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3PB (tel 

830373) or Lynne Clayson, Orchard Way, The Paddocks (tel 830480). 

Cheques should be made payable to ‘Bugbrooke PCC’. 

Bugbrooke History Society 
The Old School Bell 

Of particular interest to the village has been the rediscovery of the old 

School Bell. It was removed many years ago when the stone work from 

which it hung was declared unsafe and taken down. It was stored away and 

forgotten except by the oldest village residents. When it came back to the 

school last year it was in poor condition and black with a thick layer of dirt 

and grime. It has now been restored to its original metallic finish by a 

volunteer and the date on it is 1872, the year before the school opened. It 

was cast at the Bell Foundry which made the original bells for the Big Ben 

tower of Parliament. 

As part of our local history it recalls the time when very few people 

had clocks or watches. The School Bell, the Church Bell and the Farm Bells 

rang out to regulate all the village activities. 

The Bugbrooke Crocodile 

From the English Heritage National Monuments Records, as reported by     

F Wellan in 1874. 

“About 35 years ago, while levelling a hill in front of Mrs Lovell’s 

house, several human skulls, together with a crocodile in a petrified state, 

were discovered and horseshoes have been found at various depths. A 

human skeleton was found at the bottom of the road, the head of which 

appeared severed from the body.” 

This is remembered by at least one resident whose father described 

it as the Bugbrooke Snafflegator. 

At the September meeting of the History Group Jon Paul Carr talked 
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about Northamptonshire Inventions during the Victorian era. There were 

numerous inventions ranging from sewing machines which preceded Mr 

Singer’s, many machines designed for the boot and shoe industry to speed 

up and make the process more efficient, to small metal containers which 

held a flower to adorn one’s dress (like a buttonhole or brooch). There were 

all types of bicycles, the gas driven tram, and motor cars. One went as fast 

as 12 miles per hour and the driver was given the first speeding ticket issued 

in the U.K. The range of inventions proved what enterprising, imaginative 

people lived in Northamptonshire (and I am sure still do). 

 Next Meeting of the History Group is November 13th and ‘The 

Gunpowder Plot’ with Malcolm Deacon – a lesson on how not to blow up 

parliament? 

Pat Kent (secretary) tel 01604 830518 e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 

Bugbrooke Music Circle 
Bugbrooke Music Circle meets every fortnight on a Monday morning in 

Jubilee House. Brian Astell teaches us about music and composers and we 

listen to a wide variety of styles, and once a term we watch a DVD. The 

sessions start at 10.30am and last for 2 hours with a 15 minute interval for 

refreshments. Each session costs £1. September 30th session is entitled 

“Pictures from an Exhibition” and October 14th “Music and the Sea”. On 

October 28th we shall “visit” Spain watching "Three Cornered Hat” by Falla. 

If you like classical music, do come and join this very friendly group. 

Sue Pace 

Tanzania 2014 – Just once more 
As I write this in early September, we are already planning our trip to 

Tanzania next winter. We want to finish the secondary school that we started 

last winter. This school is in Olmotonyi Ward about 15km north of Arusha in 

Northern Tanzania. The building costs are being paid for by the Bugbrooke 

East Africa Trust (BEAT) and the project is a tribute to Tim Partridge both as 

a thanks for his work in Bugbrooke and to recognise that he was largely 

responsible for the start of BEAT. 

Since we returned last March, building work has continued. A new 

administration block is close to completion and we hope to start on more 

classrooms before the end of this year; but as this is our last trip (definitely !!) 

we want to make one last push to do even more. At the very least we would 

like to be able to build even more classrooms and a toilet block. We would 
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also like to help the community finish a teacher’s house that they have started 

so that more teachers can live on the school site. Sadly we have not 

managed to get any grants this year so for one last time we need as much 

money as Bugbrooke can raise. 

As always, we promise that every penny raised will be used for the 

school. There are no overheads as we will meet all our own living and travel 

costs. If you can help in any way, please make a donation to the Bugbrooke 

East Africa Trust (Charity No. 1116470). 

If you would like to learn more about the Bugbrooke East Africa Trust 

and our projects, please visit our web page at the Link web site or see the 

display in Bugbrooke Church. You will also be able to read our letters home 

about life and project work in Tanzania. 

Tony & Sue Pace (832516) 

PS: If anyone has a reasonably good laptop computer that they no longer 

want – two would be even better – we would be interested in taking it to 

Tanzania to give to the school and a student. 

Street Wardens 

I am still in need of street wardens for Bugbrooke Village. I appeal to the lady 

from Camp Hill who phoned when I was away, to call back and anyone else 

who feels they can help. 

Beware 

Bugbrooke – A shed was broken into in Pilgrims Lane on 17th July and 

burglaries occurred at properties in Church Lane on 29th July and Lime 

Grove between the 8th and 12th August. 

Nether Heyford – A fuel theft occurred in Furnace Lane on 27th June and a 

garden outhouse was broken into in the same road between 4th and 17th 

August. 

General – Police are reminding people to lock up their cars and close 

windows following a spate of thefts around the country during the warm 

weather. 

Property Marking 

There are several ways to mark your property depending upon the type of 

object you want to identify. You can get easy-to-use property marking kits 
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from stationers and DIY stores. 

Let me know if you need help, I do have access to a Permanent UV 

Marker Pen if you have difficulty in obtaining a kit. 

Disturbances 

In my ‘Neck of the Woods’ the problem is the Community Centre, where 

people, usually young people, use the car park as a skid pan, as a gathering 

place to play loud music and rev. their car and motorcycle engines, and as an 

unofficial football pitch (strange as there are acres of grass around them), but 

the walls of the buildings and the fences appear to play a part. 

The Parish Council cannot seem to sort out a policy for closing the car 

park gate, which would help, but more seriously is the lack of response from 

our so called guardians of the law. 

Calling the police appears to be pointless, as this sort of incident was, 

and I quote the response I received from the police after reporting a recent 

incident which prompted no action by the persons in blue, “graded according 

to the risk to persons and property. As no criminal offence was alleged to be 

in progress, (the matters to which you refer are road traffic and anti social 

offences and do not fall into the criminal spectrum) and no person was in 

immediate danger it would not have been deemed appropriate to divert 

resources from other areas to attend Bugbrooke”.  

Are you finding the same lack of response, if so let me know and 

perhaps the time has come for the NHW to let the police commissioner know 

what is really happening in this part of Northamptonshire? 

Security Alarms 

These are still available if you wish to place an order and at cost price 

represent remarkable value. If you would like one of these then please 

contact me (details in banner above). 

Don’t forget if a crime is in progress dial 999. 

David Dungate 

Nature Notes 
At the time of writing the August Nature Notes, the media were bemoaning 

the scarcity of insects and the dire consequences. The cold spring was 

expected to turn into a miserable summer and it would be “the end of the 

world as we know it”. Well, we have seen what happened. By the time the 

LINK was distributed at the beginning of August, the summer had arrived and 

with it, so had the insects. 

We have seen more butterflies in our garden than I can remember 

before. There have been lots of the large and small white butterflies (cabbage 
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whites), peacocks, orange-tips and since the last week in August, large 

numbers of small tortoiseshell butterflies. I have also seen brimstones, 

commas, gatekeepers and the occasional red admiral. The buddleia, also 

known as the butterfly tree, has been covered in butterflies and when the bush 

is disturbed, clouds of them take off. It was noticeable that most  butterflies on it 

were peacocks up until the last week in August, and then suddenly they 

disappeared and were replaced by many small tortoiseshells. As peacocks can 

be on the wing at this time of year, I am not sure what it means, unless perhaps, 

the cold spring has disrupted their normal life cycle. However, the combination 

of last year’s cold, wet summer and this year’s cold spring does not seem to 

have had too bad an effect. We probably understand nature much less than we 

like to think we do. 

Jean and Dave Marshall sent me a photo of a caterpillar they couldn’t 

identify (see photo on page 38). It turned out to be that of the emperor moth. We 

do tend to ignore moths and their caterpillars, mainly because many are night 

flyers and we don’t see them as often as butterflies. We found some brown 

caterpillars on the tomato plants in the greenhouse, and it took some time to 

identify them, until we wondered what the yellow underwing moth’s caterpillar 

was like. Yellow underwings are plentiful as we find debris from them under a 

night roost of a long eared bat. Sure enough that was what was having a feast 

on our tomatoes. Since then we have closed the greenhouse door at night, and 

we shall see if that works. 

Last year, the concern about ash trees was big news. This is the time of 

year that the disease is spread by the wind and when the leaves fall. We have 

looked at the ash trees along the canal and we can’t see any problem yet. The 

black leaves that are characteristic of ash die back, are not apparent. In fact, 

there is an abundance of ash “keys” this year, which hopefully is a good sign of 

the health of the trees. 

Margaret Cooke  832125 

Open Gardens 2014 
I'm planning another Open Gardens weekend in Bugbrooke on June 21 and 22 

2014 (2—5pm) with cream teas in the Sunday school. The money raised will be 

split between Macmillan nurses and St. Michael's church. I hope to have about 

20 gardens this time, but if anyone would like to join us the more the merrier!? 

Your garden doesn't have to be up to "yellow book gardens" standard, just 

interesting! 

Please contact 

Sue Pace (832516) 
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Bugbrooke Cricket Pavilion Upgrade 
Many of you will have seen that work is now progressing on the upgrade of 

the Cricket Pavilion at the Doc White Ground, Camp Farm.  The pavilion has 

been standing there for 

around 40 years, since it was 

purchased as seven second 

hand Terrapin buildings and 

kitted out to form the pavilion.  

It has served the Club well, 

but has looked in a sorry state 

in recent years as well as 

leaking water to the inside. 

The Club has been 

raising and saving money for 

many years for this work, and 

we are fortunate to have 

Roger Morehen in the village 

who has agreed to take it on 

single handed.  He is putting a  

protective wood cladded 

structure around the pavilion and will cap it with a pitched roof.  The existing 

structure will remain, but be protected from the weather, and hopefully give us 

many more years of service. 

The work will carry on well into November, but it is already showing big 

changes from its former self, making us confident of the quality work being 

carried out. 

Refurbishment will not finish there however, as we will then start an 

internal refurbishment of the pavilion, improving the changing rooms, and 

carrying out general repairs to the internal structure before the start of next 

season. 

The Club would like to express their thanks to all of the individuals and 

local businesses who are giving help at no cost and also to those who 

responded to the appeal for funds earlier this year. The generosity and 

goodwill have been of immense help to the successful execution of the work. 

Geoff Cooke 

Bugbrooke & Harpole Scout Group 
The summer term was a busy time for the Bugbrooke & Harpole Scout Group, 

June saw the County Cub Camp at Overstone Park.  The cubs enjoyed the 

Roger Morehen starting work on the  

Bugbrooke Cricket Club Pavilion 
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The fruits of 

Roger’s 

labour are 

readily 

apparent as 

the revamp 

takes shape 

at the 

pavilion 

Cubs and Beavers at the County Cub Camp at Overstone Park  
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Kaye Adams took this photo on August 14th, of the first combine 

harvester she had seen this year, reaping a marvellous crop of spring 

barley belonging to Ben Evans in the field behind her house. What an 

enormous machine with the driver, Kevin, and his dog, perched in the 

front in full control of this magnificent piece of machinery. The crop was 

in perfect condition to be harvested as our lack of rain and wind had 

resulted in none being laid. The straw making lovely bedding for horses 

and livestock. 
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The Emperor  Moth 

Caterpillar, found by David 

Marshall.  (See Nature 

Notes) 
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two night camp-out and were joined on the Saturday by the Beavers.  There 

were many activities for all to enjoy including Clay Shooting, Zorbing, Go Kart 

Racing, Ice Skating and inflatable assault courses.  The weather did not deter 

the children who also enjoyed a cricket match and ice creams. 

Back at the Scout Hut, many activities took place; out-door cooking 

activities, model making including Stonehenge, Eiffel Tower and the O2 

dome.  On the last day of the summer term the three Groups joined together 

and had a cricket match on the Rugby Field, the weather was glorious and the 

boys were exhausted at the end of it.  During the closing ceremony activity 

badges were given to all who attended the County Cub Camp and of course 

we were able to invest 8 new members, 7 into Beavers and 1 into Cubs; all 

are now looking forward to the new term starting in September. 

Going forward the Cubs and Scouts are planning various fundraisers 

but the most exciting will be the Christmas Card Delivery Service. This will be 

to addresses in Heyford as well as Bugbrooke, the cost will be 20p per card 

and the boys will be collecting cards on the 9th and 16th December and 

deliveries will be during the run–up to Christmas (17th to 22nd December).  

Further details and leaflet drops will be issued nearer the time, but make a 

note on your calendars to have your cards ready for collection. 

Peter Wilkins 

Master Composters Wanted 
Are you interested in volunteering in your 

local community? Are you passionate about 

gardening and composting? 

Then why not volunteer as a Master 

Composter? 

As part of Northamptonshire Waste 

Partnership, South Northamptonshire Council 

are looking for people who would like to help 

them spread the message of home 

composting. The scheme was launched three 

years ago, and the Council is now looking to 

start another round of recruitment following 

the scheme’s on-going success.  

Master Composters will receive free training, free resources, travel 

expenses etc, as well as on-going support from their co-ordinator.  In return 

for this training and support Master Composter volunteers will spend a 

minimum of 30 hours over a 12–24 month period spreading the composting 
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message in their local community. This could be anything from writing 

articles for the local newsletter, holding demonstrations at their allotment, 

or even helping out at the Northants gardening shows. 

For more information and to register your interest please email 

wasteeducation@northamptonshire.gov.uk,  or visit http://

www.recyclefornorthamptonshire.co.uk  

The Five Bells Luncheon Club 
We were again confronted by the situation of the manager of the Five 

Bells leaving. Instead we lunched at The Wharf on 17th July; very good it 

was too. We chose from the light lunch menu, and special puddings were 

prepared for us. Twenty three attended. We voted this to be our future 

regular venue. 

It was one of our member’s 80th birthday. Many happy returns and 

our best  wishes. 

August 14th was another successful lunch.  Excellent food quickly 

served, followed by special puddings. Courteous and friendly service. 

I appeal to over 65's to be my deputy and treasurer— not a big 

commitment but vital. I would not like to see it fold just because I was 

indisposed. It is a lovely job, try it: 

Next meetings: 

September 11th 2013, 

 October 9th    . . . our first birthday;  an adventurous year; 

 November 6th   . . . 

 December 4th . . . 

 old and new members welcome. 

Please phone Marjory on 01604 833450 

The Wednesday  Club 
Hello everyone.  At last we can say the weather has been good. 

July 10th – It was sherry and cake for birthday girl Peggy Flavell. 

July 26th – We took a trip to Bekonscot Model Village.  We enjoyed 

good weather and the village was very interesting to see.  There was all 

the usual buildings, houses, shops and sports ground so many to 

remember, oh yes also an old people’s home and a hospital. 

We now await our return to meetings after the summer break. New 

members would be most welcome.  Just ring Cherry on 830389 or Linda 
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on 831219 who will fill you in on details. 

Mrs D M French 

 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club and  
St Michael’s 74 Cricket Club to Merge 
It’s been talked about for a long time, and it is now going to happen.  The 

two Bugbrooke cricket clubs are in merger talks, which will result in the 

combined Club playing 4 teams in the league next year. 

Final details are to be worked out, but it looks certain that the merger 

will now happen, and both the Doc White Ground and the Playing Fields will 

be in use. 

It is expected that the standard of cricket will prosper after the merger, 

making it more attractive for players and spectators.  There is much work to 

be done in setting up the combined club, so that it can hit the ground 

running at the start of next season. 

Geoff Cooke 

Bugbrooke St. Michael’s Football Club 
The new season is under way and all adult teams are fulfilling their fixtures. 

The youth teams will start as soon as the school term starts. 

The 1st Team and Reserves have had some good early wins and 

look capable of being in challenging positions throughout the season. The 

1st XI  however will not be making an F.A. Cup run this year as they have 

already been knocked out by Northampton Spencer F.C. They will have to 

compensate in their knock-out cup competitions. 

There will be games every Saturday at the Playing Fields and you are 

welcome to join us in the clubhouse at half-time and full-time. There will 

also be a number of floodlit games this season because the United 

Counties leagues have been extended to include some teams from 

Leicestershire. The Under 18’s will be also playing mid-week floodlit games 

and made an excellent start by beating Rushden and Diamonds 3–2 in their 

first league match. 

The club has been invited to take part in Vöhl’s 150th Anniversary of 

the formation of their sports association. This will take place on July 18th–

20th, 2014. There will be spaces on the coach for anyone wishing to join the 

group. Please contact chairman Willy Marriott (831606) if you would like to 

book a trip to our twinning village. 

We wish all managers, players, helpers and supporters a successful 

42 



43 



 

 season. If you have not already done so please come and have a look at the 

excellent clubhouse facilities now in place at Birds Close. 

John Curtis 

Bugbrooke Badminton Club 
The 2013/14 season is looking bright for Bugbrooke Badminton Club who now 

have First Division Teams across the board in the Northamptonshire 

Badminton League. Our Men’s, Ladies, Doubles and Mixed teams will all be 

represented next season, a challenge we are thoroughly looking forward to. 

Our B team also won this year’s Knock Out Cup.  We have made the 

final in the previous two seasons, so it was great to come away with the trophy 

this year! 

The club itself is doing really well with the off court social activities 

proving popular throughout the year.  We have a total of 10 teams for the 

coming season, and have extended the club night by ½ an hour to allow for 

more play on club nights.  These are still at Campion School on Thursdays, 

and now start at 7.15 until 9.45pm. We have also incorporated an hour each 

club night to be dedicated to your team play to ensure players on all courts are 

equally matched.  Our match nights are on a Tuesday at 7.30pm in Towcester. 

New members are very welcome especially those looking to play a 

higher level of competitive badminton.  For more information contact the club 

secretary Claire Barnard clairekbarnard@hotmail.com or visit our website 

www.bugbrookebadminton.co.uk 
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 Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 
and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 
of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

 
Sunday Services 
8:00am   BCP Communion 3rd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
9:45am  2nd and 4th Sundays in the month Holy Communion 

1st Sunday in the month Morning Worship 
3rd Sunday in the month Family Worship 
5th Sunday in the month watch for details 

6:00pm  1st Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’ a service of Praise and 
Worship. 

Other Services 
Tuesdays during term time 2:15pm Tiny Tots Service in Church 
First Wednesday in the month :- 9:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady 
Chapel,  6:30pm Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel 
Regular Events 
Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 
Thursdays 9am to 11:15am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday 
School Rooms 
Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School 
Rooms  
Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someone’s House)  
  Fellowship and Bible Study at 41 Pilgrims Lane. 
Other Events 
October 6th  9:45am Harvest Celebrations for All 
October 13th 6pm Civic Service in St. Michael’s Church 
October 27th 9:45am Bible Sunday Celebrations 
November 10th 10:50am Service for Remembrance Sunday 
Please Note 
Starting in January 2014, although our service times will remain the same, 
there will be a substantive change to our Sunday morning worship plan.  
More detail in the next edition of the Bugbrooke Link and in one of our 
occasional church mailings. 

 Home Communions by prior arrangement. 
Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 Enquires about marriage ring 831621 

For all other enquirers please ring either of the above numbers 
If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 
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Family Announcements 
Willy Marriott — Many thanks to all my friends and family who attended my 

60th Birthday Party on July 13th. A massive "THANK YOU" for all your 

donations to Cancer Research. A total of £500.00 was donated for which I am 

very grateful. I really enjoyed myself and hope you all did too. 

Frost – Happy 70th Birthday Rob (October 4th) All our love and best wishes 

from Pat, Claire and Ian, Rob and Gemma. 

Love you Pappy – Maddie and Albie  xxx 

Diary 
October 

November 

 

 

4 7.30p.m. Wine Tasting OAP Gift Scheme CC 

9 12.00 1st Birthday of Luncheon Club Wharf 

14 10.30 am Music Circle JH 

21 2.30p.m. U3A Table Talk CC 

28 10.30 am Music Circle JH 

4 7.30p.m. W.I. Demonstration of Christmas 

Arrangements 

SS 

6 12 noon Luncheon Club Wharf 

18 2.30p.m. U3A The Spirit of Remembrance CC 

29 7.30p.m. Friends of St Michael & All Angels – Wine 

Tasting 

CC 
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