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Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
On 27th October we celebrated our 40th Anniversary. It was a lovely evening with 
canapes and bubbly followed by a wonderful demonstration by 
National Demonstrator Anne Horsley. During the evening we looked back to the early 
days of the Society. The first President was Mrs Rene Scarsbrook,  
Secretary Mrs Cherry Pilcher and Treasurer Mrs Anne Howard. The annual members 
fee was 50p plus 10p attendance charge to include refreshments.  
Raffle tickets could be purchased - 5 for 10p. Maria Owen agreed to serve as treasurer 
on 21st September 1976 a position she has held ever since. 
For this outstanding contribution she was made an Honorary Member. The evening 
concluded with a celebration cake and a toast looking forward 
to the next 40 years. 

The AGM will be held on 26th January 2015 followed by a buffet supper. 
Jane Barker 
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The Bugbrooke “LINK” Committee 

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish 
boundary of Bugbrooke. The “LINK” Management Committee is elected in 
accordance with the Constitution and Rules at the AGM in May. 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer/Vice Chairman 
Production & Website 
Advertising 
Adverts Production 
Submissions  
E-mail to    
Web site address 
Deadline for February issue 

Paul Cockcroft, 31 Pilgrims Lane 
Barbara Bell, 68 Chipsey Avenue 
Jim Inch, 16a High Street 
Geoff Cooke, 1 Browns Yard 
Sheila Willmore, 31 Oaklands 
Gwynneth White, 1 Homestead Drive 
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Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in the 
factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 189), December 2014 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
 
Am I excited about this issue of LINK? – Yes I am! – all the way from 
the front cover to the last page. Thank you so much to everyone who 
has contributed articles and photos and to all those people behind the 
scenes who get this magazine to everyone else in the village. 

It really feels to me as though we’re coming together better as a community, 
not necessarily by doing everything together but by being willing to share our 
interests, news and photos. 

If you’re feeling lonely or isolated, whatever your circumstances, you’re 
certainly not alone and the good news is you do have a choice – you can choose to 
make a difference by reaching out and being involved and helping others. Make a 
change for 2015 and let us know how you get on. 

On behalf of the LINK committee may I wish you all a peaceful Christmas and 
content New Year. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 
impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and websites, 
including all issues of LINK back to July 1983 as well as current and historical 
information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 05 
January 2015, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that 
the preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
All documents relating to the provision of a new burial ground have been agreed by 
all parties. A complete archaeological survey now needs to take place and then the 
project can be completed. This entails extending the Millennium Green into the 
Glebe Field and making improvements to the current Church Car Park, which will 
be passed on to the Parish Council. 

A new computer facility has been purchased by the Parish Council and is now 
available for use at the Community Café during their opening hours. If there is 
demand the council will consider putting on classes for computer novices. If you are 
interested please contact the parish clerk on 832838. 

The Parish Council has agreed to provide a tarmac path from Georges Close 
to the new development in Johns Road. It is hoped this will enable new residents to 
more easily access the centre of the village by foot. The work will also entail 
removal of dead and diseased trees, which the Parish Council will replace with a 
suitable planting scheme. Although this will take time to mature it will provide a 
better outlook in the future. 

A planning application from Bugbrooke Rugby Club to extend their clubhouse 
was considered by the council in October and the scheme was given unanimous 
support by the councillors. It was felt the new facility would be of benefit to future 
generations of residents. 

As the new development proceeds at Johns Road the council will be seeking 

Front Page:  Thanks to Jim Inch for his festive contribution. 
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to take advantage of the monies it is owed through Section 106 agreements. These will 
be used to provide improved facilities in the village. If you have any suggestions to 
make about possible improvements please make the parish clerk aware of your ideas 
so they can be considered. 

Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 
John Curtis, Chairman of the Parish Council 

Parish Council Gift To Bugbrooke Community Café 
In an effort to improve facilities available to residents, Bugbrooke Parish Council today 
(28th October) presented the Bugbrooke Community Café with its own dedicated 
computer facilities. The use of the computer is free to café users and will enable 
residents to get on line to carry out a range of activities, such as bus pass renewal, 
contact with Northamptonshire County Council and research. There will be a small 
charge for printed copies. 

The Parish Council agreed to provide the computer when Northamptonshire 
County Library service 
decided to use funds, 
provided by the builders of 
t w o  n e w  h o u s i n g 
developments in the 
village, in Towcester and 
Northampton libraries; 
neither of which are easily 
a c c e s s i b l e  f r o m 
Bugbrooke, particularly for 
disabled or elderly 
residents. The Parish 
Council had sought the 
provision of a permanent 
library in the village, but 
this was refused. 

It is hoped the 
computer will be useful for 
residents, particularly for those who currently don’t have access to online facilities. It is 
intended to offer the opportunity to learn how to use a computer for those who have 
never tried. Barclays Bank have already indicated their willingness for one of their 
Digital Eagles to visit the café for a “Tea and Teach” session. The Chairman of the 
Parish Council thanked Mr Martyn Welch for all his hard work in getting the new facility 
up and running. 

The Parish Council is grateful to the Community Café and Reverend French of St 
Michael and All Angels for enabling this provision to be available in the café for village 
use. 

Present for the formal “Hand-Over” were, from left to right – District and Parish 
Councillors David Harries and Phil Bignell; Mr Martyn Welch; Mr John Curtis – 
Chairman of the Parish Council and Phillipa Betts, Manager of the Community Café. 
Dave Clayson 
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Livestock Worrying 
Northamptonshire Police have received reports of sheep being attacked 
and killed by unknown dogs in the nearby villages of Kislingbury and 
Nether Heyford.  

Sheep are classed as Livestock under the Dogs (Protection of 
Livestock) Act 1953. It is an offence for a dog to worry Livestock and both 
the person in charge of the dog at the time and/or the owner can be prosecuted under 
this Act.  

Worrying Livestock means to attack livestock or to chase livestock in such a way 
as may reasonably be expected to cause injury or suffering to the livestock. It also 
includes being at large in a field/enclosure where there are sheep.  

This sort of incident causes distress to the owner of the livestock who may find his 
animals badly injured, suffering or dead. It can also cost the owner in veterinary bills 
and in some case effects livelihoods. Sheep especially do not cope with stress and it is 
known for them to die days after the incident from the shock.  

In some circumstances it can also cause distress to the dog owner or the person in 
charge of the dog who has not gone out intending for his dog to chase livestock but due 
to lack of control, loss of control or disobedience such an incident occurs.  

PC Chloe Radford-Gardner of the Daventry Rural Safer Community Team said “As 
part of our RURAL ACTION campaign - Northamptonshire Police are supporting the 
Farmers Guardian ‘TAKE THE LEAD’ campaign, encouraging members of the public to 
keep control of their dogs and keep them on leads where there is livestock. The 
campaign is by the Farmers Guardian in conjunction with the National Sheep 
Association.’  

TAKE THE LEAD signs can be displayed in prominent locations where livestock 
are present – farmers wishing to find out more are encouraged to contact their local 
Officers. 

If you have any information relating to the incidents in Kislingbury or Nether 
Heyford or need to report that you have been a victim of Livestock Worrying, or that you 
would just like some further advice or information, please get in contact with 
Northamptonshire Police on 101.  

‘The Prince of Peace’  
 

So here it is Merry Christmas, 
Everybody's having fun. 
Look to the future now, 
It's only just begun 

  
So sang Slade in their massive 1973 hit and no doubt many of us will be singing it once 
again this Christmas! 

By the time you read these few words the Christmas Season and spirit will 
hopefully be emerging from much of the routineness of the past twelve months! 

Christmas ushers in a seemingly magical transformation of the social atmosphere. 
New colours explode in the dark of night as countless houses across our villages, 
towns, cities and nation are adorned with festive lights of all shapes and sizes. 

The wide-eyed expectation of children permeates the air. Adults feel warm inside 
as they observe the excited children awaiting the arrival of the big day and hoping that 
all their dreams and desires will be fulfilled after the removal of miles of paper, tinsel 
and ribbon. 
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Music celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, along with perennial Christmas 
favourites, fills shopping centres, restaurants and pubs. Local churches provide the all-
too-familiar melodies of Silent Night and Away in a Manger. Celebration is the theme of 
the season and real life, with all its blemishes and pains, is brushed away into the dark 
corners of shadow and silence.  

However, if we choose to peek into the shadows and silence, we will see the 
harsh realities of life that exist, and which are magnified during the Christmas season. 
The desired ‘Peace on Earth’ is disrupted by intrusive circumstances such as difficult 
family members, the death of a loved one, financial strain, isolation, and loneliness to 
mention but a few. To ignore those visited by such unwelcome strangers is to fail in 
living out the very essence of the Christmas Season.  

This Christmas let us not forget and neglect the shadow and silence that fills 
many lives in our society today and if we have the resources both of time and money 
let us reach out in the name of he who came to bring peace, Jesus ‘The Prince of 
Peace’. 

‘The Prince of Peace’ offers his hand to everyone whatever race, colour or 
creed you are, wherever you live or however much you have or do not have in your 
bank balance. Embrace Christmas by embracing ‘The Prince of Peace’ and why not 
do that by going straight to the source by putting into the centre of your Christmas 
preparations a trip to any Christian Church over the Christmas Season and find for 
yourself ‘The Prince of Peace’. 

If you are in the shadows and all the hype of Christmas is something to be feared 
and shunned rather than enjoyed and embraced, why not come to hear about ‘The 
Prince of Peace’ at any Christian Church celebrating the real meaning of Christmas. 

‘The Prince of Peace’ be with you this Christmas, into 2015 and for all eternity. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

‘Missing’ 
I heard and read with sadness about a pot being removed from a grave in St. Michael 

and All Angels Bugbrooke Churchyard. (Page 55 Bugbrooke LINK October 2014).  
Unfortunately, around the same time as this particular act of mindless vandalism, I 

received news of three other similar incidents, stealing flowers, moving flowers and 
small ornaments placed within the curtilage of the stone memorials being disturbed 
and even removed. 

It’s sad and very upsetting and I trust this small outbreak of vandalism will be a 
one off and those responsible will look deep into themselves and realise how much 
hurt and upset they inflict. 

With these rather sad incidents in mind, it is perhaps a good time to remind 
ourselves of the Diocesan Regulations (different regulations for Council Cemeteries) 
that are in place to make a Churchyard a place where we can work through our 
bereavement (no matter how long that takes).  

The regulations are designed to reflect a Christian understanding of death and 
resurrection and then on a practical level, reduce, and hopefully eliminate the 
thoughtless acts that have prompted both the initial appeal and this response. 
Relevant Highlights of Diocesan Regulations 
A more detail summary can be found in a leaflet at the back of the Church but if you 
require a full copy of Diocesan Regulations please visit the Peterborough Diocese 
website . 
The General Law 
There is NO legal right to place a memorial in a churchyard. Permission can only be 
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given by the Chancellor of the Diocese. Churchyards are a valuable heritage, and the 
Chancellor wishes to ensure that memorials placed in churchyards are appropriate to their 
settings. 
Carving and Statuary 
The Rector has authority to permit a memorial which includes sculpture or carving on the 
front side, provided that it does not extend over more than one-fifth of the surface of that 
side and is not, in the opinion of the Rector, unseemly or inappropriate. Other sculpture or 
statuary, e.g., which surmounts the top of the headstone, or extends over more than one-
fifth of the front surface, may only be authorised by the Chancellor. 
Vases 
Memorials in the shape of a stone vase may NOT be permitted by the Rector, but must be 
the subject of an application to the Chancellor. 
Inscriptions 
(a) Inscriptions must be simple and reverent. Quotations will usually be taken from the 
Bible or Prayer Book (including Common Worship) but, if desired, quotations may be from 
other sources compatible with the Christian faith. The wording of an inscription must be 
included in the application, and must be approved by the Rector. Inscriptions may be 
incised or in relief, and may be coloured a shade lighter or darker than the surrounding 
stone. Gilded, silvered, plastic or other inserted lettering is not permitted. 
(b) A memorial inscription is for the purpose of record and is open for inspection by the 
public. The inscription should be suitable for being read by the public at large over future 
years. For this reason, the Chancellor does not consider it appropriate to permit 
statements of how members of the family feel about the deceased. The Rector should 
encourage applicants to use terms such as "Mother", "Father", "Grandmother", etc., rather 
than the more familiar terms, "Mum", "Dad", "Grandma", “Pap”. 
Flowers 
(1) Where it is intended to have a container in which flowers can stand in water, the 
design of a memorial may include an integral flower receptacle complying the above 
regulations. Where there is no such receptacle, flowers may be placed in a removable 
water container which must be recessed completely into the ground, so that it will not 
obstruct mowing or other routine churchyard maintenance. 
(2) Wreaths and other cut flowers may be laid on a grave, but must be removed as soon 
as they are withered. 
(3) No artificial flowers may be laid or placed in containers except Remembrance Day 
poppies and traditional Christmas wreaths. These must be removed after a period of two 
months. 
(4) Flower bulbs may be planted in the soil of any grave. 
(5) No tree, rose bush, or any other bush or shrub may be planted to mark a place of 
interment without the Chancellor's authority. 
The Revd Stephen R.J. French Rector of Bugbrooke 

Bugbrooke School 
My name is Shelly Bramble and as I write this it is hard to believe that I have already 
spent half a term as Headteacher at Bugbrooke School. The time has flown and I have 
learned so much, but it is also becoming hard to remember that I have not been here for 
ever! This is an amazing school, with the most welcoming enthusiastic children, staff, 
parents and community. I have never been happier in my work than I am here, and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the support and kindness you 
have shown me. Kindness is such an important quality and it is lived every day at 
Bugbrooke School without people even being aware of it. When I have commented on 
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this, people have looked surprised and said “It’s just the way we are.” I am privileged to 
be the Headteacher of a school where fundamental values are so integral to the life of 
the school. I thought it might be useful for me to introduce myself. I am married to a 
rugby fanatic (and Saints supporter) and we live on the edge of the village in Horton. I 
have three children who are now grown up – I use them to help me make decisions 
about our school every day: would it be good enough for my own children? If the 
answer is yes then we will do it here, if the answer is no then let’s re-think. My children 
are all very different and needed very different experiences at school to enable them to 
succeed and flourish. So do your children and I am determined to make sure every one 
of them is given the opportunities and support to be the best they can possibly be. We 
have a Going For Gold board in school – my hope is that over the school year every 
child will appear on that board. This is my third headship and each time I have moved to 
larger schools, but always village schools. I began in a very small school in Yorkshire 
which had 68 pupils when I arrived (for fans of Last of The Summer Wine it was next to 
the church where they held Compo’s funeral!). This grew to 140 pupils and from a 
school that was threatened with closure because of its poor results, became a very 
good and over-subscribed school. I then moved back to Northamptonshire (I had lived 
in Weedon when my children were very young and they went to the Montessori Nursery 
in Rothersthorpe), and became headteacher at John Hellins in Potterspury. Here we 
grew from 4 to 5 classes and appeared on Look East last winter as the 24th best school 
in the country. 

I had not planned to move on again so soon, but found the advert for Bugbrooke 
Community Primary School irresistible and am delighted I applied. To have the word 
‘community’ in its name reflects so much about the school and I hope that you will all 
make contact with school whenever you want to build on existing links or create new 
ones. I am very aware about how much I need to learn about Bugbrooke, and hope that 
you will take the time to let me know just how much is going on and how we can build 
on links between school and the village. This half term has been very busy with 
excellent projects in every class. The best way to find out about school is to look on our 
website www.bugbrookeprimaryschool.co.uk. This has information about what is 
coming up (particularly the tour dates for children who are starting school next 
September) but also what we have been doing. There are weekly newsletters and 
highlights in the Bugbrooke School News area, but the best way to see what is 
happening is to go to each class page. These are updated each week and show 
fantastic photos and detail about what has happened that week. You will wish you were 
back at school! 
Shelly Bramble, Headteacher 
At school we are working hard to raise money to replace our old computers with 
laptops. A special thank-you to a village organisation and a parent who have donated 
towards this – we will continue to fundraise in school so that all children can have 
access to up-to-date technology to support their learning. 

Community Speed Watch 2014 
The volunteers of Community Speed Watch were active in the village during June and 
July. This involved the use of a laser speed check camera provided by the Police who 
have trained the volunteers in its use. Speed Watch is supported by Bugbrooke Parish 
Council. Vehicles which are travelling at 35mph or more within the 30mph speed limit 
are recorded and reported to the Police. In all 35 vehicles were reported to the Police 
who then issued warning letters to the registered owners. 

This year the Police also used a monitoring device both before and after the 
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Speed Watch sessions which was installed on Camp Hill for a week. In each week 
1500 vehicles were recorded using the road and in the first week 25% of vehicles 
were exceeding the legal speed limit of 30mph. In the week after Speed Watch, 20% 
of vehicles were speeding, a small improvement. 

In the first week a motorbike was recorded travelling at 76mph! In the second 
week the top speed was again a motorbike travelling at 61mph. In both weeks the top 
speed for a car was 51mph. These were recorded within the 30mph limit. 

The activities of Speed Watch are backed up by the Police using their own 
mobile camera, and data collected is used to support efforts to calm the traffic going 
through the village. Please do your best to ensure that you, our neighbours and our 
children are as safe as possible on the village roads. 
Alan Kent , Speed Watch Coordinator 

Ringers ‘Strike’ 
Seven teams of bellringers from around the Daventry district met at St Michael and All 
Angels Church, Bugbrooke on Saturday afternoon. Each team had four minutes to get 
used to ringing the five bells in the tower. The heaviest bell weighs 715 kg and was 
cast in the county by H W Bagley in 1695. After a pause, they then rang for another 
five minutes. Experienced bellringers from Southam, John and Jenny Thorne, had 
been asked to judge the competition and were secreted in the south porch to mark 
the accuracy of rhythm or striking, of each team’s second piece of ringing. There were 
five youngsters among the teams and in one case it was the first time ringing away 
from her home tower. 

After a short lively 
service led by the Rev 
Stephen French and tea in 
the Sunday School Rooms, 
the judges made their 
decision known. Starting 
with helpful comments about 
each piece and the faults 
incurred, they announced 
the results in reverse order, 
presenting a certificate to 
each team for partaking: 
Heyford T, Braunston 
Monday Club, Heyford C, 
B a d b y  W e d n e s d a y , 
Bugbrooke R, Badby 
Sunday, and the winner was 
the Bugbrooke C team who 
were also presented with the 
Ron Woodward Trophy to 
hold for the year. 

All the ringing towers 
around Daventry are always 
keen to find new recruits to 
share their fascinating English tradition. Further details can be found at   
www.daventrybranch.btck.co.uk.                        
Geoff Pullin, Diocesan Bell Ringers, Daventry Branch Press Correspondent 
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The winning team: left to right: Jim White, Max Ridley, 

Colin Ashmore, Peter Wilkins and Gwynneth White  

http://www.daventrybranch.btck.co.uk/
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Metal Detecting 
Hello. My name is Ben Snelson, I am 12 years old. I live in Bugbrooke and I would like 
to tell you about my hobby of metal detecting. I have always loved History and I started 
metal detecting 4 years ago after my Dad found a Victorian half penny while mowing 
the lawn. After I got a good school report, my Dad bought me my first metal detector. It 

was only a beginner’s one with not many complicated 
buttons.  
At first I didn’t find much. I remember finding my first coin 
which was another Victorian half penny. I was very 
pleased as it was my first find of my own and soon after I 
got permission to search in a local field where I started to 
find some more old things like coins, buttons and buckles. 
I then got my second metal detector which was a bit 
better and it could find a bit more. I used that one for quite 
a while and it found many more things. Now I have a 
much better detector that I bought with birthday money I 
saved up. It is the current metal detector I’m using. This 
one is much more professional and can tell different 
metals apart. I remember finding 3 hammered coins 
which are the very old silver coins we used in medieval 
and Tudor times which are very old and rare. I also found 
some trade tokens and foreign coins showing that we 
were trading with Spain, Italy and Holland. 
I have recorded all of my finds and their locations and 
submitted a report to the landowners and the parish 
council. The really rare finds have been recorded with the 
Northamptonshire Finds Liaison Officer who works for the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme. They are the people who 
record history for the country. I really enjoy doing this 
because it builds up a picture of the history of the village 
and so far I can see that there has been activity going on 
all the way back to 1467.  

I hope to be able to continue to research the village as I have no doubt that there 
has been Romans and Saxons here. I’m always eager to search around the local area 
to help me build up a picture of the village from the olden days so if any landowners 
would like me to have a look on their fields I would be very happy to do so. 
Ben 

Village Profile 
Ian Gordon Postmaster. Organiser of Diamond Jubilee 
event, former treasurer of village Playgroup, governor of 
Primary School, and coach of under 16 rugby team. 
 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
No. I was born in Northern Ireland and moved to Weston 
Favell with my mother, father and younger sister at the age 
of twelve. Moved to Bugbrooke in 1987 when I married Lisa. 
I had several different jobs including apprentice carpenter 
and insurance agent before taking over the Post Office from 
my father-in-law in 1999. 
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What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
The people. I am lucky in the job that I do, that I meet and chat to most of the people in 
the village. I enjoy that sense of community. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
Sometimes I feel there are too few people who step up to the mark when the village 
needs help and organisation for events. Our motto should be, ‘By the Community, for 
the Community’. 
Do you have an ambition? 
My ambition at the age of 54 is to stay happy and healthy. My health is important due 
to the work I do as postman. There is also still a lot of travelling I would like to do and 
things to see, both abroad and in the U.K. 
What are you most proud of? 
 When I ran and completed the London Marathon in 2009. It was something I really 
wanted to do and I set myself a target which with training hard I achieved. It was really 
worth the effort. I had injured my back in 1987 (playing football) and then thought I 
would never again be able to take part in active sport which I love. 
When was your happiest moment? 
Being at the birth of my two children. They make everything worthwhile. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
I love both. All sorts of music, depending on what mood I’m in. Growing up in the 70’s 
and 80’s, that’s the music on my iPod. On occasion I have been known to hit the 
dance floor. I love sports of all kinds, watching and participating. I support the Saints 
and enjoy watching F1. I like to go for the odd run or get out on my bike. Great way to 
see the countryside. 
Where is you rf avourite holiday destination? 
Lisa and I love to return to Lanzarote because we know it well, having visited regularly 
for 30 years. It is home from home. But I have to say that the best holidays we have 
are when we go away with friends. That makes it all the more fun. 
What is your favourite food/restaurant? 
Ah food, I love food. It is one of my favourtite past-times, eating, that is, I can’t cook for 
love nor money! Lisa is a great cook and we like to try out different dishes. I love 
seafood. A restaurant called Le Parc in Carcassonne France is one of the best with 
Michelin Class food which I’ll never forget. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Seize the moment. Never look back and say I wish I’d done that. There are so many 
opportunities. Just get out there and do it. 
What in life is most important to you? 
Being happy and healthy and knowing that my family and friends are too. 
Interviewed by Pat Kent 

Bugbrooke OAP Gift Scheme 
All of the application forms for the Christmas Vouchers have been collected and 
vouchers will be prepared for distribution during early December. 

Having completed our fundraising events for this year, may I express our thanks 
to all of the individuals, businesses and organisations who, throughout the year, 
contribute in various ways to our scheme. Without all of their generosity, we would not 
be able to offer the vouchers for the recipients and the local businesses would not 
benefit from the vouchers being spent within the village. 

The committee would like to wish everyone a very happy and healthy Christmas 
and New Year. 
Nigel Burt (Chairman) 
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Bugbrooke Scout Group Christmas Card Collection 
Just a reminder that the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, will be doing a delivery service across 
Bugbrooke AND Nether Heyford, for your Christmas Cards in the run up to the big day. The 
cost will be 20p per card and the boys will be collecting cards on the Mondays 8th and 15th 
as well as collection boxes in Harben Hairdressers, the Primary School and in the 
Community Café. 

A BIG THANK YOU to Louise at Harben, Mrs Bramble & all at the Primary School and 
Phillippa & team at the Café for taking these boxes on our behalf. 

Deliveries will be after the last posting on 19th when the boxes will be taken to the 
Scout Hut for sorting (on 20th, 21st and 22nd). 

Please support the youngsters in their efforts (adults will be supervising at all times). 
Further details will be available via leaflets posted through doors and street posters, so 

please help the boys raise some funds for next year’s Scouting. 

Bugbrooke History Group 
The September meeting was an excellent get together of people who were interested in 
World War 1 and personal stories about ancestors who were involved. There were stories of 
the Indian Army, of the Cavalry, Light Infantry and Navy, drivers of transport and memories 
of the Battle of Jutland, Ypres, and Galipoli. In fact an amazing range of information was 
presented at our unusual meeting. All 14 speakers were each given a maximum of 10 
minutes to tell us as much as possible and show any mementos they had. There were 
photographs, medals, certificates, diaries, letters, postcards and even a German helmet. 
Thank you to everyone who took part. It really was a memorable evening. 

At our meeting in November (12th) we have Jon Paul Carr talking about the History of 
Eating, Shopping and Food Manufacture in Northampton. As usual there is no entrance fee, 
but a donation towards refreshments is appreciated. We aim to have a winter walk around 
Christmas/New Year time. This is usually a popular event, possibly because of the seasonal 
snacks which follow, and it’s a very good way of discovering more about the history of the 
village. Sorry I can’t be more specific about the date at this moment. 

We are awaiting more details of the ‘dig’ which we hope will take place on the 
Millennium Green/future graveyard. 

Please let me know if you would like information about the History Group and the 
various activities. Send me your e-mail address or postal address and we will try to keep 
you informed. 
Pat Kent (secretary) e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk or tel 01604 830518 

Bugbrooke Chapel 
Obituary for Verna Paul 
Verna was born in 1923, and moved with her parents to Bugbrooke in 1930 when her father 
took a job working for Campion Farm as a shepherd. They lived in a small farm workers 
cottage in Great Lane, and from the age of 7 Verna attended the chapel with her parents. 
Her father was a staunch non-conformist, and despite the pressure to attend the Church of 
England, which most farm workers did in those days to keep their bosses happy, he stuck to 
his guns. Verna was of the same material, and remained a loyal member of the Baptist 
Chapel, and later the Jesus Fellowship. She was a very gifted musician, and became the 
Chapel organist from the post war years right up into the 1980's. Even with her dementia 
which set in during the last 7 years of her life, she could still play hymns on the piano from 
memory, and up to her last days when she could hardly speak, she would join in the singing 
of her well loved hymns, remembering the words of the oft complex verses. 

Verna was a deaconess of the Baptist Chapel, and founder member of the Jesus 
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Fellowship. When the Holy Spirit movement began in the late 1960's, Verna was right in 
there and received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, together with Miss Campion and others 
both young and old. There was much opposition to the move of the Spirit, but she soldiered 
through it all. She moved into Living Stones community house in Flore when it was bought 
in 1978, and lived there happily ever after. 

Verna was deputy head of Bugbrooke Primary School until her retirement in 1980, and 
will be remembered by many of her pupils. Most of all she will be remembered for her 
exceptionally warm heart, and her commitment and friendship to so many people over the 
years. Her funeral at the Chapel was packed with over 400 friends present and past, and it 
was a wonderful occasion. So much good was said by different people (with tears) that 
cannot be repeated here, although a video is available for those who were unable to 
attend. 

Verna passed away at 91, and is now happy as she can see her Lord "face to face" as 
her favourite hymn says, but no doubt if she can see through the clouds, she will be 
keeping an eye on us. Thank you Lord for a remarkable woman, may there be many who 
follow in her footsteps. 

Verna loved trees and flowers, so if you pass by the Chapel, look for the tree planted 
in her honour, which will be surrounded by a bed of flowers. 
Traditional Hymns - Special Event 
Traditional Hymn singing has proved to be very popular, with lots of visitors. This is a 
singing only event, no preaching other than a few introductions to the hymn-writers. Our 
next event will be Saturday 13th December at 2.30pm, with refreshments. All are welcome 
and if you would like a particular hymn or carol, please text or call Brian Britten on 07736 
227 261 
Other news; 
Our Sunday services are at 11am to 12.30pm, with the exception of 14th December when 
we meet at the Jesus Centre in Northampton. 
John Thomason, Mobile phone; 07966 341 221  

No Sex Please — We’re British… 
Although a better title for this observation would be “Thank goodness the English language 
doesn’t bother with masculines and feminines.” 

We’re OK with things like boar and sow, dog and bitch, stallion and mare, but when 
we come to French, where a living room [le salon] is masculine and the kitchen right next to 
it [la cuisine] is feminine, we simply shake our heads in disbelief. Of course, the French 
themselves have some strange linguistic moments. Une limonade [lemonade] and une 
bière [beer] mixed together and both feminine, make un panaché [masculine – a shandy]. 

And as for German – well, not only do their nouns change their endings, but their 
definite and indefinite articles [“the” and “a” ] and their adjectives also skate up and down 
the block in a very complex way. 

But I must, in a very light-hearted manner and without any wish to offend, take issue 
with the suggestion in the last issue of LINK that Bugbrooke could be derived from the 
German word Buch. Das Buch is a book, die Buche [pronounced Booker] is a beech tree 
from which we may well have taken our name. I have a personal and very clear memory of 
getting this wrong during my O-level German oral exam many years ago, when I solemnly 
informed my examiner that I had read of something he asked about “in a beech tree” to 
which he raised his eyes and said “Wirklich?” [really?]. 

So you see, sex does matter – unless you’re British, of course. 
Diana Cockrill 
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.30pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Classics for 
Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Jigsaw Exchange, Literature, Luncheon 
Club, My Kind of Music, Play Reading and Scrabble. 
Future events: 
Monday 8 December at 2.30pm – ‘The Story Behind the Painting’ by Sue Edwards. We 
learn about famous artists and the unexpected true meanings hidden in some well-
known works. 
Monday 19 January 2015 at 2.30pm – ‘Not Just a Medal’ by Roger Colbourne. An 
illustrated introduction to British Orders, Decorations and Medals. 

Enquiries to 01604-831627 or 01327-340407. 
Roger Colbourne 

Bugbrooke Allotment Association 
Grow your own and taste the difference. Once again it has been a very busy and 
productive year on the allotment site. There are a few plots available for the 2014 – 15 
season. The site is at the western end of the village next to Pinnegar and Barnes, and 
there are three sizes of plot to suit how you want to produce. There is vehicle access to 
the site (subject to ground conditions) and adequate parking. There is water supply 
through standpipes except during winter months when frost could cause a problem. 

If you do wish to become a plot holder please contact either: 
Roy Smith (Chairman) on (01604) 832715 or muroybug@btinternet.com  
Kath Hall (Treasurer) on (01604) 831956 or Kathryn.hall@virgin.net 
or Dave Marshall (Secretary) on (01604) 831016 or dandj.marshall@gmail.com 
Dave Marshall 

Bugbrooke in the Great War 
Events 100 years ago, during October and November 1914 

The weekly school newsletters were much as before, recording local events and sights, 
with the quality of chrysanthemums a regular theme. These letters soon grew to include 
reports from those recently-enlisted and undergoing training around England. 

There was also regular contact from many soldiers already on active service in 
France with the British Expeditionary Force (BEF). Their news was more guarded – on a 
standard postcard with little scope for personal information and carefully censored. 
These cards were also quite belated and the ‘news’ could be up to two weeks old. On 1 
October the Kaiser had referred to the BEF as “… a contemptible little army …” and those 
men have been known as ‘The Old Contemptibles’ ever since. 

Apart from the soldiers, there were two pre-war sailors, Able Seaman Harry Hope 
and Signaller Thomas King, both at sea in battleships, HMS Queen Mary and HMS 
Britannia respectively. 

Next off to France, on 6 October, was Sergeant John Foley, a pre-war regular with 
the Army Service Corps (ASC), attached to 3rd Cavalry Division. 

The BEF was ordered west to counter German advances and as it completed its 
move, the protracted first battle of Ypres began, on 15 October. 
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Privates Charles King and Eric Poole, with 2nd Battalion, Northamptonshire 
Regiment, had returned from Egypt and were destined for France in December. Eric was 
able to visit the school during his disembarkation leave and reportedly gave a ‘most 
interesting talk’ to the pupils on 20 October. 

Nurse Evelyn Moore left the General Hospital at Shorncliffe and joined the Hospital 
Ship Gloucester Castle at Southampton, sailing on 1 November for Alexandria. She was 
promoted to Sister while aboard, on 5 November. 

Private Joseph Bannard, with brothers Private John and Lance-Corporal William 
Payne, went to France on 6 November, with ‘A’ Squadron of the Northamptonshire 
Yeomanry. 

At home, there were shortages of some everyday items and the wireless had been 
removed from the school. Three battalions of the Monmouthshire Regiment, mobilised 
from the Territorial Force, were stationed in Northampton and detachments carried out 
frequent exercises in the Bugbrooke area. Belgian refugees staying in Pattishall were 
seen and made welcome in the 
village. 

On 3 November, the German 
navy bombarded the coastal town 
of Yarmouth, witnessed first-hand 
by Gunner John Marshall, Royal 
Garrison Artillery (RGA), who was 
stationed there. 

On the Western Front, the 
worst of trench warfare was yet to 
come, though that first battle of 
Ypres lasted until 21 November 
and was most costly on a national 
level; it also brought the village its 
first army fatality. We now know 
that this occurred in action on 29 
October, though it was not 
confirmed here or reported in the 
surviving school letters before the 
Christmas break (and is incorrectly 
recorded as 24 October by the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission).  

The fatal casualty was 26-
year old Lance-Corporal (Walter) 
James Clarke, a long-serving 
Bandsman with 1st Battalion, 
Northants Regiment, and therefore 
probably employed as a stretcher-
bearer. His last card home was 
dated 26 October, but his brother 
Sergeant (William) Bailey Clarke, of 
the Royal Field Artillery, wrote that 
he had seen him on the morning of 
29 October (sadly not then knowing 
that it was for the last time).  
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 Obituary of L Cpl. Walter Clarke from the Northampton 
Independent.— Bugbrooke’s first casualty. 
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A roughly typed note in the battalion War Diary for October states: 
Oct 26th to November 15th| Diary Lost. The Regiment was heavily engaged most 

of the time in fact on November 14th there were only two officers left – about 300 men – 
A battalion at full strength would have had over 900 men. We learned that Private Fred 
Wooding, of the same battalion, was wounded around this time, causing his eventual 
evacuation to England. 

King George V arrived at the Western Front on 30 November to visit the troops, 
including those in the trenches, staying until 5 December. He was seen by Trooper 
James Barnes, serving with ‘C’ Squadron, 11th Hussars. 

Enlistments during October included Lewis Ambler and George Bass in the ASC 
(both under-age); Edwin Barr in 7th Battalion, the Cheshire Regiment (Territorial 
Force); Albert Billingham and Joseph Hakes in 4th (Reserve) Battalion, the 
Northamptonshire Regiment; brothers Frank and Wallace Nightingale in 4th (Reserve) 
Battalion, the Northamptonshire Regiment and 11th (County of London) Battalion, the 
London Regiment (Territorial Force) [calling themselves the ‘Finsbury Rifles’] 
respectively; Henry Westle in 5th (Service) Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment and 
Percy Wright in 8th Battalion, the Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire & Derbyshire 
Regiment) (Territorial Force). Charles Bubb is reported to have enlisted in the 
Australian Imperial Forces during the month. Unfortunately for David Moore, who had 
enlisted in 7th (Service) Battalion, the Northamptonshire Regiment (soon known as 
‘Mobbs Own’), in September and received early promotion, he was found to be 
medically unfit for military service and was discharged on 9 October. 

Volunteers were fewer in November and included George/William Allen in the 
RGA; William Ashby in 6th (Service) Battalion, the Northamptonshire Regiment; 
Frederick Barnes, with brothers John and William Billingham (all under-age), and 
William Bonham, in the ASC; Paul Nightingale and Charles Davis in the Royal 
Engineers. 

It is likely that John Pritchard enlisted during this period, in London, in 12th 
(County of London) Battalion, the London Regiment (Territorial Force) [‘The Rangers’]. 

Walter James Clarke is commemorated on the Menin Gate. 
Roger Colbourne for the 100 Years Project 
 
The 100 Years Project has produced information sheets on all of the men killed in the 
Great War. These were placed in Church before the Remembrance Service, and 
produced much interest after the service. If you would like to view these sheets, and 
learn about the men who gave their lives, they will remain in Church in the racks at the 
back of the Church and later in a folder on the remembrance window. They can also 
be viewed via www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/ww1.  
 

The 1913 Army Manoeuvres and Bugbrooke 
September 1913 saw south Northamptonshire swarming with soldiers who were taking 
part in the last – and very large – peacetime manoeuvres before the First World War. 
Their simple aim was to practise the running of high-level army headquarters, but it 
would involve the deployment of some 50,000 men (and 25,000 horses), as well as 
newer elements such as wireless communication and aircraft of the recently-formed 
Royal Flying Corps. 

A large ‘Brown Force’ comprising two separate armies, supplied from Aldershot, 
was to move northwards to push back a smaller single-army ‘White Force’, nominally 
supplied from Nuneaton, but actually from a field depot established at Daventry. 
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Campsites were being prepared by detachments of Royal Engineers (RE) from 
early August and included Stony Stratford and Wolverton, capitalising on the 
availability of Watling Street (the A5) and the railway depot respectively. There were 
smaller sites at Towcester, Broughton Park and Spratton. Some of the later build-up 
was noticed in Bugbrooke; the school newsletter dated Friday 19 September reported 
that a large army balloon with two men aboard had passed over the village. It went on 
to say ‘We are between two armies … today one part of the north army will be in 
Bugbrooke about 4.00pm, 900 men will bivouac in the park …’. The letter noted that 
Lance-Corporal [Walter] James Clarke [1st Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment], 
originally from Bugbrooke, was part of the guard provided at Althorp while the King 
was staying there to visit the manoeuvres. James’s older brother, Private Mark Clarke, 
from the same battalion, was believed to be somewhere south of Northampton (in 8 
Infantry Brigade, in the 3rd Division of the Brown Force 2nd Army). 

That afternoon from about 4.00pm, hundreds of troops from the Leicester and the 
Staffordshire Yeomanries arrived in the village and set-up a tented overnight camp in 
Rectory Park, with the noise of their mallets causing particular comment; they had 
struck camp and left by 8.00am the next day. [These two yeomanry units – normally 
part of the Territorial Force – were part of the North Midland Mounted Brigade within 
the White Force Cavalry Division]. 

The next day, Saturday 20 September, saw 2,000 or more soldiers pass through 
on their way to Towcester. That evening, three ‘officers from the telegraph service’ 
took over the school wireless, staying until midnight. [The ‘London Wireless Telegraph 
Unit’ of the RE was attached to White Force – was it them?]. 

Aircraft flights over the village aroused much interest at first and were reported in 
some detail, but as the manoeuvers got under way and activity increased, such flights 
were just noted along with other routine events. 

The manoeuvres proper started on the morning of Monday 22 September and the 
local populace had been warned that Watling Street would be ‘… thronged with troops 
and transport …’. The airship ‘Delta’, attached to White Force, passed overhead that 
afternoon, and was seen again the next day. On that Tuesday, the local scouts went to 
Blisworth to stand guard at The Mill, where they saw the King pass by, waving to them, 
on his way to Towcester. From Bugbrooke, the sound of heavy artillery to the south 
could be heard throughout the day, while at the school, army messages were listened-
to on the wireless. 

Much of this is reported in the school letter of Friday 26 September, also the day 
that the manoeuvres ended, with Brown Force victorious, as had been scripted. They 
were generally considered to have been a success, with many 
valuable lessons learned – more urgent than 
may have been realised at the time. 

Though Bugbrooke was on the fringe of 
the ‘fighting’ in those manoeuvres, soldiers did 
camp here and many more passed through, 
never mind any socialising that may have taken 
place both before and after the official 
activities. 

Young local detectorist Ben Snelson has 
made some potentially relevant finds and three 
are shown here (right) 

There is an RE soldier’s cap badge, the 
domed front of an 11th Hussars trooper’s tunic 
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button and the lower scroll component of a Royal Warwickshire Regiment soldier’s cap 
badge. There were many RE units and sub-units involved in the manoeuvres on both 
sides. 

The Hussars were in 1st Cavalry Brigade, of the Cavalry Division attached to Brown 
Force as HQ Troops. 1st Battalion, the Royal Warwicks (based in Shorncliffe) were in 10 
Infantry Brigade, within the 4th Division of Brown Force’s 2nd Army. 

The manoeuvres were intense but short lived. By the end of the week they were all 
over, and the excitement in the village died down to its normal peace time levels. A peace 
which was to last less than one more year. 
Roger Colbourne for the 100 Years Project 
Additional source: Sunderland, John and Webb, Margaret, All the Business of War, 2013, 

Towcester & District Local History Society. 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Pre-school 
This is always an exciting and busy term at Pre-school, with the Autumn activities and 
build up to Christmas. The weather is changing and the children are wrapping up well to 
play in the garden. 

In October the children and their families were involved in a number of activities 
supporting Pink Week and we raised £25 which has been forwarded to the Charity. We 
then had another activity packed week building up to Halloween and the half term break. 

We also took part in the annual trip to the village church for a Harvest Festival 
service led by Gillian Stone and Sue Pace. The children listened and shared stories and 
then joined in with singing and prayers. Many thanks to Sue and Gillian for arranging this, 
the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and are already looking forward to the 
Christmas church service. 

During the half term break the committee organised a Halloween disco. This was 
very well attended and raised just over £150 for Pre-school. Many thanks must go to Matt 
O’Neill who provided his fabulous DJ skills free of charge and entertained the children 
making it a successful event. Thank you to all those who attended. 

We have received a donation of £100 from Bob Boys who was involved in running 
the Bugbrooke Community Youth Orchestra. This will now be used to purchase musical 
instruments for the Pre-school children which is a wonderful resource for them to have 
access to. We would like to express our thanks to Bob for this donation which is very 
much appreciated by all. 

Pre-school would also like to thank Nigel Thomas for, once again, preparing the 
annual accounts. He has been doing this for over 20 years now and we appreciate the 
help he has given over the years. 

If you, a friend or family member has a child aged 2 to 4 years and would be 
interested in looking around Pre-school please contact me on the number below or via 
email as we are now filling our spaces for the year ahead. Please note that our Tuesday 
morning session is specifically for children starting school next September and is a great 
opportunity for children to build friendships and prepare for the move. There is 
government funding available for some 2 year old children to attend Pre-school and to 
see if you are eligible for this please check the Northamptonshire County Council website 
where there is an ‘online eligibility checker’. If you are unable to access this please give 
me a call on the number below. 

If you would like any information on any of the above or to look around our new and 
improved facilities please contact Julie Tompkins on 07563 574155 or at 
bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. 
Julie Tompkins, 07563 574155 

mailto:bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk
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Bugbrooke Guides 
We would like to thank everyone who helped make our annual jumble sale such a 
success, whether you gave us stuff to sell, helped on the day or came to buy. We made 
an amazing £1018 which we will spend wisely, subsidising some of the many activities 
we do with the guides. However 
we are also proud of helping 
other charities — the rag goes to 
£148 this year ,Oxfam books in 
Leamington Spa were very 
grateful for the left over books 
and records and Daventry had 
many bric-a-brac items. So 
thank you all very much. 

One such subsidised event 
is our 'Winter Weekend' -  we 
have planned the day in 
Drayton Manor park celebrating 
with many other guides from 
Northamptonshire. We will be 
sleeping over in the Sunday 
School rooms with a meal, followed by much loved games like drawing in the dark. 
Sunday after breakfast is Remembrance Parade (sleeping on the floor is still a luxury 
compared to the trenches.) 

We will be continuing with the Art Explosion badge which has many elements to 
receive the whole 5 part badge. You may have seen the decorated elephant milk bottles 
in windows around the village as the brownies did them too. One such evening will have 
the girls performing at Jubilee House for Christmas.  

 However next week (as I write this) it is cooking a bonfire shaped meal out of 
bangers and mash with a vegetable Guy to top; using the portable gas cookers we 
bought from last year’s jumble money, so thank you again :)  
Jane Evans  
01604 832710 

Bugbrooke Beavers 
This term has been very busy in Beavers with lots of outdoor activities and fun inside the 
hut. We welcomed three new Beavers to the 
colony and have made the most of the good 
weather and light nights by completing a 
scavenger hunt around the playing fields and 
exploring the woods, where the Beavers 
identified seeds on trees and found many a 
rabbit burrow. There was lots of conker gathering 
as well. One Beaver enjoyed himself so much 
that he wanted to stay all night. All the Beavers 
have completed their cyclist badge and this was 
completed on the School playground, so thanks 
to the Primary School for letting us use it. The 
boys now all know the importance of wearing 
cycling helmets and wearing colours that can be 
seen. We all went roller skating, which all the 
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boys enjoyed and most were able to stay upright at the end of the session. There were 
a few bumps and bruises but they all said they wanted to do it again. 

In the hut we had a session on recycling where the boys got to squash all types of 
recycling and had a visit from Nicola, a veterinary nurse, who told the boys about her 
job and showed them x-rays of different animals. The boys favourite x-ray was the one 
of the dog who had swallowed a rubber duck. They then all got the opportunity to dress 
up as a vet ready to operate. The term ended in a Halloween party with all the boys in 
fancy dress, there was some fantastic mummies, zombies, werewolves and ghosts. 

As part of our fundraising this year we will be having a Santa in the hut for 
children to come and visit on the 13th December, so please come and support us. 
Sue 

Bugbrooke Cubs 
The cubs have had a fun term working on lots of badges from global to creative. They 
have been trying foods from around the world and playing games to see how hard it is 
to carry water. A lovely night for Halloween — lots for games and treats, the boys loved 
getting wrapped up in toilet roll. 
Tracy 
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Nature Notes 
It may seem a bit early to be thinking about the Big Bugbrooke Birdwatch, but this is 
the last edition of LINK before it happens on the weekend of 24th and 25th January. 
Now is the time to make sure you are attracting birds by putting out food for them, 
so that when things get tough for them, they know where to go to be sure of finding 
food. In the short winter days, birds have to stock up to get them through the long, 
cold nights, when it is possible for small birds to lose half their body weight in a 
single night. They can’t afford to waste precious energy flying around hoping to find 
a good source of food. That is why you must be reliable and put food out 
consistently. 

By getting started now, you have a chance to get better at identifying birds 
even with the quickest view you have of them. Small birds are not very cooperative 
when it comes to giving you a chance to get your binoculars to make sure, but if you 
get used to watching, you will notice that all species have a particular way of 
behaving and a different “look” in the way they hold themselves. This is called the 
jizz. For instance, a robin is quite easy to identify from behind even though it could 
look like just another brown bird, of which there are many! However, they have a 
slight droop to their wings when at rest that is quite characteristic of the species. 
Check it out next time you see a robin, and soon you will be quite confident when 
you have the smallest glimpse of one. Starlings in flight can be recognised easily 
when they are flying in flocks in the winter, but an individual starling has a particular 
shape, even in flight, that makes it difficult to confuse with other birds of the same 
sort of size and colour, such as the blackbird. All it takes is practice. 

Bird behaviour around the feeding stations is also a good clue to their species. 
When you are doing your Birdwatch, and I really hope you will, don’t just look at the 
feeders. If you look underneath, there are often birds that would never try to feed on 
them. Dunnocks are such birds. They are pretty unobtrusive little birds and another 
example of a little brown bird. They are about the size of a house sparrow, but they 
have greyer heads, and they certainly lack the cheek of the house sparrow. They 
peck around underneath the feeders picking up bits that the more confident birds 
drop. They also have a characteristic nervous flicking of the wings too. The wren is 
another bird that would never visit a feeding station. Look on the ground under 
shrubs, and on walls and fences where they are busy looking for tiny insects. They 
are so small they are easy to miss, but look out for them and you will be surprised 
to see them. They were there all the time! 

Birds’ habits do change though. Many chaffinches still compete with the 
dunnocks underneath the feeders, but in recent years, they have been learning to 
take food from feeders. Quite often they are not as adept as other finches, but it 
seems to be becoming a trend and you can witness their adaptation to our 
behaviour of putting out food for the birds. Blackbirds are also giving feeders a go. 

Please take part in the Big Bugbrooke Birdwatch. It gives a valuable insight to 
what is happening to wildlife in the village. Tally forms will be available at Petstop 
from the beginning of January and also online at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

We have heard from Peter and Gerry Clarke back in September, that they saw 
a large crayfish with a claw missing under the clapper bridge. 
Margaret Cooke 832125 

Bugbrooke Music Circle 
The Music Circle meet on the second and the fourth Monday of each month at 
Jubilee House at 10:30 am. We meet to listen to a wide range of music loosely 
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described as “classical” but sometimes straying into Jazz, Film Music and Light 
Popular. For just £1 there is around an hour and a half of music with a break for biscuits 
with tea or coffee and a chat at half time. 

For more information contact Roy Smith (01604) 832715, Judith Laslett (01604) 

832023, Dave Marshall (01604) 831016 or just come along on a 2nd or 4th Monday for 
an enjoyable friendly morning in pleasant surroundings. 
David Marshall 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello Everyone. Writing this in October we are now well into Autumn with all the 
wonderful colours of the foliage and berries around us. 

Sept. 3rd. We returned to our usual meetings and welcomed a new member, 
Shirley Botteril. Again we received the £1000 donation for which we send our grateful 
thanks to this anonymous donor. A letter has been sent. 

Sept. 7th. Fund raising day. Cakes and tea, tombola, bric a brac, raffle, fresh 
produce, for which we had a total of £498.00. Our thanks to all club members who 
supported this, also the public who called in to support us. 

Oct. 1st. Fish and chips today, open to family and friends as booked. 52 came, so 
it was a good afternoon enjoyed by all (even the men who did the washing up I hope). 
Flowers were presented to Beryl on her improved health. She was one of our helpers. 
Jonathan Barker of Horts Estate Agents is now a supporter of our club. Today he gave 
us a cheque for £200. We send him “Many Thanks” for this. Alec Shaw provided music, 
and daughter Liz with Ivor Bradbury sang many lovely songs. More thank yous are sent. 

Oct. 29th. Back to our usual meeting today. Welcome to new member Karin 

Jim Inch 
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Lambert, who plays whist, so helps keep our tables full. 
We like to welcome new members, so if interested ring Linda on 831219 or Ann 

on 700870. 
Mrs D.M. French 

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
The season is taking shape and all teams are beginning to recognise their prospects. 
The 1st Team is doing quite well in the league but have already been knocked out of 
the NFA Junior Cup. Their Cup winning chances will now rely on the League KO Cup. 

The Reserves are going well in the league in the top four and look likely to 
challenge for any cup competitions they are in. This is particularly pleasing for the club 
as it is a young team that has developed through the club’s youth policy. 

The ‘A’s have had a poor start again (as last year) but have now got a win under 
their belts. Hopefully this will see them emulate last year’s performance when they lost 
few games after finding a winning formula. 

The ‘B’s are doing very well in the league (top four) and are scoring many goals. 
If they can tighten their defence they could have a very successful season. 

All youth teams are performing well and getting good experience with the 
guidance of qualified coaches and the support of enthusiastic parents. 

Why not come and enjoy a half-time drink on Saturdays and a morning coffee on 
Sundays when teams are at home. 
John Curtis 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
We are sad to report the retirement of our groundsman Winston Wincott. He has 
worked hard in the last few seasons in both the groundsman and umpire rolls, and he 
will be very much missed. In recognition of his work he was awarded the trophy for 
Clubman of the Year at this year’s October awards evening. 

The Club is also always looking for new players to strengthen our teams.  If you 
are interested in joining and playing cricket in a beautiful setting by the brook, and at a 
club with a thriving social scene, please in the first instance contact Peter White on 
01604 830452. 
Geoff Cooke 

Bugbrooke Skate Park Fund Committee 
New Year’s Eve Disco 
Book your tickets now for the New Year’s Eve disco being held at Bugbrooke 
Community Centre, running from 7.30 pm to 1 am. Tickets cost £10 for adults and £5 
for children. You can bring your own snacks and drinks. Some refreshments will be 
sold on the night but please be aware that we can only sell soft drinks, bring your own 
alcohol! This event is normally run by Gillian Stone but she has kindly offered the 
Community Centre to us to help with our fundraising and further promote the fund. 
Please help us to make this a fun and successful event. 

Email supercoops75@gmail.com or telephone 07899 755567 to book your 
tickets now as they are selling fast. 
Bugbrooke Skate Park Fund Committee 
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Crime Statistics – Update from PCSO Jen Harrison, Heyfords and Bugbrooke Wards 
August 
Burglary in a dwelling, Manor Walk, Nether Heyford 
2 x thefts from motor vehicles, Watling Street, Weedon & Manor Park, Nether Heyford 
2 x Burglaries in buildings, Birds Road, Bugbrooke 
Theft , Beech Close, Bugbrooke 
September 
2 x Theft of fuel from parked car, Johns Road, Bugbrooke 
Burglary of outbuilding, Weedon Road, Nether Heyford 
Theft from outbuilding, Weedon Road, Nether Heyford 
Theft from Church Grounds, Church Lane, Bugbrooke 

Incidents of Note 
Burglary at house in Church Lane, Kislingbury. Thieves entered via a patio door. 2 
Burglaries in Towcester area which may be linked. One at Cappenham Close, between 18 -
20 August and the second between 19-20 August at a house in Sycamore Yard. Here they 
took the keys to a Volvo parked in the drive. Both burglaries involved access by removing 
the glass from a window to a key left in the door. 

Stable Yards in Northamptonshire targeted by criminals with equipment in excess of 
£30,000 stolen. The equipment ranges from saddles, riding equipment and energizers for 
electric fences. All persons storing tack and valuable items at stables should ensure all 
security measures are in place. If you have expensive equipment you are advised to take 
this home with you after use. Contact Northamptonshire Police or Northants Horsewatch to 
get your tack marked. 

Theft of three large metal gates from field entrances on Bugbrooke Road, Kislingbury. 
This happened between midnight on the 20th October and midnight on the 22nd October.  

Criminal damage caused to a window of a house in Johns Road, Bugbrooke between 
28th and 29th October. 

Two incidents in Bugbrooke overnight between Sunday 2nd and Monday 3rd 
November. Burglary in Badgers Close, and an attempted burglary in Tibbs Way. 

Anyone with information should contact police on 101. 
Good Neighbours Stop Rogue Traders 
People in Northamptonshire are being urged to look out for rogue doorstep traders preying 
on elderly and vulnerable neighbours. 

With as many as 170,000 incidents of doorstep crime being reported nationally every 
year, the Good Neighbours Stop Rogue Traders campaign, which is being backed by 
Northamptonshire County Council’s Trading Standards team, encourages neighbours, 
friends, families and carers to help discourage rogue traders.  

These traders often cold call and offer to carry out repairs which are poor quality, 
unnecessary and charged at extortionate prices, sometimes even driving the victim to the 
bank to withdraw money or threatening them. 

People with an elderly or vulnerable neighbour are being asked to pass on gentle 
crime prevention reminders and if they have concerns that they may be a victim of a rogue 
trader they should contact Trading Standards via the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline 
on 03454 04 05 06. If a crime is in progress, then dial 999. 
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  
News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 
 

Sunday Services.  
Please note Service Changes 
8:00am  BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
9:45am  1st Sunday in the month Holy Communion 
  2nd Sunday in the month Morning Praise 
  3rd Sunday in the month Morning Worship 
  4th Sunday in the Month Morning Prayer 
  5th Sunday in the month watch for details 
6:00pm  Last Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’  
  a service of Praise and Worship. 
Other Services 
Mondays during term time 2pm to 3:15pm ‘Mini Messy Church’ in Church 
First Wednesday in the month  9:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady Chapel  
Regular Events 
Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 
Thursdays 9am to 11:15am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School Rooms 
Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  
Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someone’s House)  
  Fellowship and Bible Study at 4, Smitherway. 
Dates for the Diary 
WOW it is Christmas and New Year again! 
 
As in previous years a Christmas Card from all at St. Michael’s Bugbrooke will have been 
delivered to your door  which not only contains details about all our services but a personal-
ized message from The Rector. 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 
Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 Enquires about marriage ring 831621 

For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers. 
If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 

Visit our Website - 
bugbrookechurch.co.uk 

 

Vacancy  
Bugbrooke Community Café are looking to employ a cook/manageress for 2-3 Saturdays 
per month. In addition, the successful candidate will cover the holidays of the existing 
manageress i.e. on Tues, Wed and Friday, for the equivalent of 5 weeks of the year. 

The regular hours are 8.00am to 2.30pm on Saturdays.  
Previous experience would be helpful but not essential.  
If interested, or for further information, please email:  bugbrooke.cafe@gmail.com 

mailto:bugbrooke.cafe@gmail.com
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Zumba 

Rebecca 

Manners 
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Diary 

December 

January 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels,  CC - Community Centre,  SS - Sunday School, 
VH - Village Hall,  NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall 
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1 7.30p.m WI Kicks and Frills CC 

8 2.30p.m. U3A  The Story Behind the Painting CC 

22 10am-

12noon 

Pre-school Christmas story and play VH 

31 7.30p.m. Skate Park Fund Committee New Year’s Eve 

Disco 

CC 

5 7.30p.m. WI  Family Fortunes C.C. 

19 2.30p.m. U3A  Not just a Medal C.C. 

26 7.30p.m. Bugbrooke and District Flower Soc AGM NHVH 

Announcements 
Audrey and Dennis Bird of Lime Grove wish to thank all who supported their Macmillan 
Coffee Morning on Sept 26th. 

We are very grateful to all those who helped and worked so hard! 
The total raised by the event was £180 which, with Gift Aid added, becomes £225. Thank 
you for your generosity. 
George Staniland wishes sincere thanks to the friends in the village and elsewhere who 
kindly helped his family arrange a SECRET 95th birthday party for him at the Wharf.  33 
friends came from far and wide, including 2 from Germany. 

Letter to the Editor 
I  live at Badgers Cottage in the High Street.  We have lived here for 18 years and one of 
the first things that attracted us to the property was the plaque by the front door which 
depicted the name, number and two prominent badgers.  Over the years this has been of 
interest to lots of people including school children and visitors, so you can imagine how 
we felt when it was stolen. Living on the High Street has brought lots of trials and tribula-
tions not least of all being flooded and having a window broken by brawling teenagers, 
but this takes the biscuit.  What sort of person would do such a mean and despicable 
thing?  It would have taken some force to pull it off the wall so I'm not going to say it was 
'kids', although it could have been. I can't put into words what I think about these people, 
but I want them to know if they read this that I hope they get their just desserts and that 
they should be ashamed of themselves.  I don't know what they intend to do with it but if 
you do happen to see it on the wall of some other property (obviously without my cottage 
name and number on it) please inform the police, or if it was taken for 'a laugh' and has 
been thrown away somewhere and you come across it, please return it to me.  The cot-
tage doesn't look the same without it! 
Pat Surrey 
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Bugbrooke W.I. 
Our September meeting proved to be very enjoyable when Chris Kinsey came to demon-
strate that “Anyone Can Learn to Paint”. She specializes in teaching complete beginners 
to work with Acrylics and brought along some pieces of furniture that she had painted us-
ing Folk/Traditional Art skills. Armed with aprons, cotton buds, cocktail sticks and brushes, 
we were surprised at how easily we were able to create a piece of art work to take home. 

Our AGM in October was accompanied by a hot supper and delicious desserts so 
that the business side of the meeting didn’t seem too tedious! 

2015 will be the WI Centenary and the National Federation has commissioned a ba-
ton which is on a journey around the whole of the U.K. It will eventually contain a memory 
stick from each county. Northamptonshire had the baton for a week at the beginning of 
October and we were surprised to learn that it would make a fleeting visit to Bugbrooke for 
a quick photo opportunity. Several members were able to attend and photos were taken 
under the Bugbrooke Millennium sign. 

Our November meeting will have had a visit from Shirley Allen, an expert on how to 
save money by renewing unwanted objects. 

If you have time in December please join us for a “Kicks and Frills” evening, with the 
story of the Moulin Rouge and the French Can Can. As usual we meet on the first Monday 
in the Community Centre at 7.30pm. You will be most welcome. 
Carole Bowling 




