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       Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 184), February 2014 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
 

I hope I am not tempting fate by saying that Bugbrooke 
appears to be getting off relatively lightly from the flooding that 
is affecting other parts of the country this winter. I know there 
is standing water in some of the fields but I had expected the level of Hoarestone 
Brook to be higher than I have seen it. It is of course possible that we are 
contending with snow by the time you are reading this magazine; hopefully not too 
deep! If you have the opportunity to take photos of any unusual weather events or 
scenes in the village, we would be pleased to receive them to illustrate future 
issues. 

We continue to receive excellent articles from the current core of contributors 
and I am sure you will join me in thanking them for their efforts to enable us to 
present you with a snapshot of village life. I don’t know what the village will look like 
in 50 years but hopefully someone at that time will be able to look back and get a 
glimpse of where we are now. Just by going back to LINK magazines in 1995 I have 
seen references to Darby and Joan, Family Health Group, St Michael’s Music 
Society, Nurse’s Corner, Campion Mixed Hockey Club and Bugbrooke Amateur 
Dramatic Society.  We also used to include a quiz from time to time so here is 
another one. 

What game or sport do you associate with the following: 
Doubling Cube; Huff or Blow; Castling; 5s & 3s; Strings; Blunts or Wraps; The 

Brighton Line; Compass; Two Pairs; Snatch and Grab; Drop Goal; Spare or Strike; 
Gin; Cannon; Spider; Misere Ouverte; Stones; Pegging; Pitcher; Long On? 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 
impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and websites, 
including all issues of LINK back to July 1983 as well as current and historical 
information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 03 
March 2014, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that 
the preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
A further planning application for a travellers site at Sheepcot, halfway between 
Bugbrooke and Nether Heyford, resulted in public meetings in both villages. The 
Bugbrooke meeting attracted 63 people to the public question time at the start of 
the parish council meeting. Following the discussion the Parish Council decided to 
oppose the application on the same grounds as the previous application. Their 
views have been passed on to South Northants Council as the planning authority. 
The application is expected to come before the SNC Planning Committee at their 
February meeting. 

Front Page:  Paul Carey sent this picture taken from Meadway on the 7th January.  
A great example of a mackerel  sky at sunset. 
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The Parish Clerk has received a number of complaints regarding working 
procedures on the Johns Road/Pilgrims Lane site. She is in contact with the Site 
Manager and is seeking to resolve these issues as they arise. The Parish Council 
is of the view that maintaining a good relationship with developers is the best way 
to resolve any issues that arise. These include any footpath diversions, dirt on 
roads and traffic issues. There will be a lot of activity around the site whilst 
building takes place and the Parish Council will attempt to minimise the impact 
whilst acknowledging that the builders have a legitimate right to carry out their 
planning permission. 

To help members of the public discuss issues with the Parish Clerk she will 
attend the Bugbrooke Community Café on the first Tuesday of each month. 
John Curtis 

To forgive or not to forgive? 
Before corporal punishment was banned in our schools, 
being caught nearly always meant a few of the best!  To add 
insult to injury in my secondary school, where appropriate, 
there was public humiliation as part of your rehabilitation. 
You were compelled to say sorry to those you had wronged 
in front of your class at best and in front of the whole school 
at worst.  

Nevertheless, as immature school kids we believed the 
apology could be said sincerely but as long as you had your fingers crossed the 
apology did not count; how naive were we!  However, even when on the odd 
occasion I crossed my fingers, I always felt ill-at-ease because to say you’re sorry 
is only part of the process for the apology has to be accepted and forgiveness 
given and received. 

At a low level we can find it reasonably easy to give and receive forgiveness 
but it becomes increasingly more difficult, if not almost impossible, when the 
issues become monstrous in scale, for instance when an abusive partner seeks 
forgiveness from the one they have been abusive to. 

The quest for forgiveness is the relatively easy part of the situation; offering 
forgiveness with a pure heart is the higher quest.  For example the story of Alan 
Greaves who was attacked on Christmas Eve in 2012, as he walked to his church 
in Sheffield, and who died a few days later. 

An unforgivable act we may say, but in January 2014 his widow Maureen 
made headlines once again as she continued to speak of the forgiveness she felt 
towards Jonathan Bowling and Ashley Foster, the two men jailed for the killing of 
her husband.  She said: "It's through God's mercy that I have been able to extend 
real and true forgiveness." However she added that she was still glad that the pair 
remained in prison and that she had always "wanted justice". 

As I watched her live being interviewed by Bill Turnbull, the forgiveness she 
offered had softened her body language. This was in direct contrast to how she 
presented herself during the tortuous days after Alan’s death and the subsequent 
trial of the two perpetrators.  There in one moment in time, yes with justice seen 
to be done, she exhibited the healing power of forgiveness. 

This is in stark contrast to the tragic story behind Winnie whose son Keith 
Bennett was one of the victims of the ‘Moors murders’ carried out by Ian Brady 
and Myra Hindley between July 1963 and October 1965. His  body has never 
been found but it was Winnie’s heart’s desire and life quest to recover his body 
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and the search went on until her death at the age of 78 in August 2012.   
One cannot even begin to conceive of the anguish, pain and deep sense of 

loss and injustice at not finding his body let alone the circumstances around the 
death.  But each time Myra Hindley came up for parole the media would once 
again ask Winnie how she felt about the possibility of Hindley’s release. The 
response was on every occasion the same: she vowed harm to Hindley.  Her 
eyes were filled with hate with no expression of forgiveness and when she made 
her last appearance on television upon the news of Hindley’s death the hate had 
gone from her eyes only to be replaced by nothing! 

I am in no way condoning the horrendous acts of violence perpetrated 
towards her son, but in her life there was an absence of peace, resolution and no 
forgiveness. 

I understand that the issue of forgiveness is massive and as I write I’m 
reminded about the smaller acts of forgiveness I need to make as well as the 
times when I need to seek forgiveness.  The only way forward for humanity is to 
find the capacity to forgive. Justice yes, but to forgive and seek restoration and 
reconciliation is vital.  

For remarkable stories on the capacity of forgiveness to bring healing and 
freedom simply look at Nelson Mandela or the father of Marie Wilson who was 
one of the victims of the 1987 Remembrance Day bombing at Enniskillen in 
Ireland.  Gordon Wilson her father, described with anguish, his last conversation 
with his daughter and his feelings toward her killers. In an interview with the BBC 
he said "She held my hand tightly, and gripped me as hard as she could. She 
said, 'Daddy, I love you very much.' Those were her exact words to me, and those 
were the last words I ever heard her say." To the astonishment of listeners, 
Wilson went on to add, "But I bear no ill will. I bear no grudge. Dirty sort of talk is 
not going to bring her back to life. She was a great wee lassie. She loved her 
profession. She was a pet. She's dead. She's in heaven and we shall meet again. 
I will pray for these men tonight and every night."  As historian Jonathan Bardon 
recounts, "No words in more than twenty-five years of violence in Northern Ireland 
had such a powerful, emotional impact." 

Finally, as we turn our eyes towards Easter, remember Jesus’ capacity to 
forgive us all from the very cross on which he took his last breath. 
Stephen French, Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Did you know? 
New Creation Hall was built as a Rectory by the Harrison family in the early 
1800s. The Harrisons (hence Harrison Court) were Rectors of Bugbrooke for the 
1780s to 1980s. They developed the parkland around the Rectory and there is 
still the remains of a significant pond just behind the church. They sold part of the 
land to the village in 1999 for the development of the Millennium Green. 
John Curtis 

Bicycles for Soldiers 
At the outbreak of World War II, a bicycle fund was set up which provided bicycles 
for soldiers to ride to Bugbrooke from Castle Station. During the night there were 
no buses, and the only alternative was to walk. The bikes were kept at the station 
for soldiers to use. (A bit like Boris Bikes in London) 
Stan Clark 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day_bombing
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
We held our annual wine tasting on Friday 29th November and a very successful 

evening it was, making a profit of £505 for our funds. The wines this year were 
selected by Geoff Topliss, who had the tricky job of finding an interesting variety 
of wines within a tight budget. So many thanks to Geoff, and also to Tony Pace 
who took on the daunting role of hosting the evening. An excellent job they both 
did and it made for a most enjoyable and entertaining evening. A big thank you 
also to the members of the Committee and others for all their hard work on the 
refreshments, raffle, wine pouring etc. 

Our AGM will be held at 7.30 pm on 23rd April in the Sunday School Room. 
All are welcome. Our next fund raising event will be a Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz 
in the Community Centre on 4th July. 
Jim Inch 

Knitters Grave 
The site known as Knitters Grave is on the first sharp bend in the road to 
Kislingbury. The story of Richard Taylor Knitter comes from the Church Records 
of 1668. He was thought to have poisoned some fellow villagers but before a full 
investigation could take place he committed suicide by taking poison himself. He 
could not be buried in the consecrated ground of the church so he ended up 
being buried in the bank on the left hand side of the road on the parish boundary 
between Bugbrooke and Kislingbury, a no-mans land. 

In 1887 Mr R Ellis reported to the National Monuments Records that this site 
was known locally as Knitters Gore, a name which is not recognised now at all. 
He reported that “there were dungeons under the ground here made of stone” 
which might be the remains of a ploughed down Barrow. The site is a high point 
where an ancient burial mound could have been placed and the sharp bend in the 
road would be created to go round it. However, this is pure speculation and Mr 
Ellis might have been the victim of one of the story tellers in a local ale house! 
Alan Kent 

Goldfish Club Memories 
I was prompted to write this article, after seeing the Goldfish Club mentioned on 
TV. This is an exclusive club, whose members were aircrew shot down over the 
sea during the war, and escaped death by the use of an emergency dinghy. My 
brother was a member.  He was shot down over the sea near Holland flying a 
Blenheim on 28th August 1941 returning from a raid over Germany.  He was 
rescued by the Germans and became a POW for the remainder of the war. 

We were a family of four boys and two girls. I was the first to be called up 
into the Royal Corps of Signals in February 1940, serving in the Middle East for 
four years and demobbed in July 1946  This 4 year older brother was next.  My 
sister two years younger joined the ATS in the Ordnance Corps.  Then my oldest 
brother joined the Air Force in Bomber Command as a flying Officer and did 3 
tours of operations over Germany.  My four year younger sister was employed 
driving a tipper lorry building aerodromes, and lastly my youngest brother was 
called up into the Navy and served on a parent ship to midget submarines in the 
Far East. 

What a relief it must have been to my parents that we all came home safely, 
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especially with the First World War only 20 years before when her father, a 
fisherman, was lost at sea, and my father away in France with the Royal Artillery. 

I was a celebration baby born October 1919. 
George Staniland 

Bugbrooke WI 
In January 2014 we will be 86 years old. Douglas Maddy, a 
professional magician, will be creating illusions for us at the 
Community Centre. 

Our February meeting will be a social evening with a choice of 
scrabble, pictionary, discussions, making boxes and bags etc. and we hope to 
make use of the new dart board.  All very light hearted. 

March brings us cupcake decorating when Danielle Staples will give us 
ideas for afternoon tea. 

In April Laura Malpas will be gossiping about the Dryden family of Canons 
Ashby. 

We have had mixed success with our skittles team but thoroughly enjoy the 
matches regardless of the outcome. 

Crafty chatter meetings held once a month in members’ houses, where we 
bring any craft items to work on whilst enjoying a pleasant afternoon of chat, have 
proved a success.  There is always help on hand with any problems (with the craft 
not the chatter). 

Our book club is very popular and gives rise to animated discussion on the 
books being read. 

We have settled in to our new venue, the lounge at the Community Centre, 
and look forward to greeting guests and new members during 2014. 
Brenda Astell 

Nature Notes 
At this time of the year the pond in our garden is a frenzy of activity. The frogs, 
who have hibernated during the colder weather, emerge and immediately start to 
breed. The males emit croaking noises while they grapple for females with which 
to mate. Even a small pond can attract large numbers of frogs from the 
surrounding gardens and the water appears to “boil”. The eggs sink at first but 
then begin to float and the frog spawn develops from a blob of jelly to fully formed 
froglet in about two months. It is interesting to watch this development, but so 
often collected frog spawn gets to the tadpole stage easily and then the tadpoles 
die. If you or your children want to collect frog spawn there are a few rules to 
follow. 

First, do not collect too much. Around 20 eggs for a small aquarium is plenty, 
and this leaves a lot to develop under normal conditions. Always use collected 
rain water, never tap water as the chemicals used to ensure its purity are not 
good for tadpoles. When the tadpoles emerge, they need algae to feed upon and 
this is best supplied by pond weed. Later, their diet changes and they need meat, 
which can be given by adding a little fish food and a tiny (1cm) piece of beef on 
cotton. This will not all go before it is necessary to remove it to prevent it decaying 
and contaminating the water. This should be every couple of days. The water will 
have to be changed regularly whenever it starts to look murky, but don’t forget to 
always use rain water. The tank needs to be in natural light, but not on a sunny 
window ledge. 
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When the tadpoles develop their hind legs, you need to lower the water level 
and add plenty of moss that will stand above it, so that they can be introduced to 
climbing up to the outside world. At this stage, their diet begins to change to be 
insect based. By moving the tank to the garden and covering with a net to prevent 
predators feeding on your “pets”, the insects will find their own way to the 
tadpoles. Alternatively, you can buy flightless fruitflies from pet shops or reptile 
and amphibian specialists. 

When the tadpoles have changed into fully formed froglets, release them 
near to the place you collected the spawn. Then they will start to help you in 
keeping down the number of slugs and snails in your garden. Since we installed 
our pond we have found that damage from slugs and snails has reduced 
considerably, especially on hostas that are now planted around the pond. 

Recent sightings: While on a recent visit home, Tom Inch saw a small group 
of fallow deer between Bugbrooke and Pattishall, in the dip below Litliff farm. 

Look out for: During the history group walk at Christmas, John Curtis pointed 
out many anthills in Captain’s Close (the field between Great Lane and the path 
from Ace Lane toward the bridge over the brook). They are rounded grassy 
humps and are a great attraction for green woodpeckers. 

Don’t forget: The Bugbrooke Birdwatch takes place on the 25th-26th 
January. If you did forget you can still do it up to the end of the first weekend in 
February, and you can get a tally form online at www.bugrookelink.co.uk or from 
Petstop. Your results need to be returned to me at 1 Browns Yard by 2nd 
February. 
Margaret Cooke 

Tree of Eternal Light Service 2013 
Many thanks to everyone who helped with the Tree of Eternal Light Service which 
provided an opportunity for an hour’s quiet reflection and remembrance of our 
loved ones in the run-up to Christmas. Donations amounted to £969 which has 
been divided equally and forwarded to the Oncology department at Northampton 
General Hospital for refurbishment of the chemotherapy suite, Starlight Children’s 
Foundation and St Michael and all Angels church, Bugbrooke. 
Ann Shaw and Lynne Clayson  

Bugbrooke Rainbows       
We are the youngest section of Girlguiding for girls aged 5-7 years. 

Rainbows take part in indoor and outdoor activities as part of their 
programme called the Rainbow Jigsaw. Our meetings are full of games and 
activities, which provide challenging opportunities for Rainbows to think for 
themselves and take an active part in unit decision-making. Everything a Rainbow 
does helps her to develop and it’s an opportunity to look, learn, laugh and love. 

Rainbows have fun! 
 Any girl aged between 5 – 7 years can become a Rainbow. We have 2 units 

in Bugbrooke and we meet on Thursdays in term time 4:15pm till 5:15pm and 
5:30 till 6:30pm. 

For more information ring Rachel 01604 833473 or register your interest via 
the website www.girlguiding.org.uk  
Rachel Perkin 

http://www.bugrookelink.co.uk
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk
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Bird Book on British Birds 
Me and Maureen were given a book for Christmas on British Birds, including 
migratory birds etc. 

To my surprise there were no Snipe included within it, for in our youth the field 
over a wooden Canal bridge, off the Gayton Road before one crosses the railway 
line, could be found many Snipe breeding in the marsh land next to the stream 
within this field. 

The other field near to Bugbrooke where Snipe could be found breeding, was 
up Ore stone Brook, next to the Osier Beds between Corn Hill and Norton’s Barns, 
as the fields next to the brook from Geese Bridge downstream were always very 
marshy. 

Also during this period in time Land rails could be heard calling every year up 
Bugbrooke Downs, and along the Braches, next to the railway line off Norton’s 
Barns Hill.  
Stan Clark 

News from Bugbrooke School 
At the beginning of a new term and a new year it is interesting to look back and see 
how much has been achieved and to see how far forward we have moved. In 2013 
we made good progress with our school improvement priorities:  increasing our 
achievements in reading, writing and maths, and using new technology to make 
learning more relevant and exciting for the children. Of course, as we improve in 
one area there will always be others waiting to be addressed and work on these is 
already well under way to ensure that our children continue to have the very best 
opportunities to grow and develop that they can.  

Samba Time 
At school, we try to give our children as many different experiences as possible as 
we recognise that this helps to build their confidence and develop new interests. In 
Year 5, all our children have a term learning how to play Samba percussion – a 
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hugely enjoyable, if loud, experience. The photo shows some of the children 
showing us what they learned in these fabulous sessions.  
Aliens come to Bugbrooke 
The space ship landed, the aliens emerged and learned all about the Christmas 
story from children in a primary school – a play within a play, complete with great 

special effects, outstanding acting and wonderful dancing and singing. Before the 
end of term, the Infant children shared their version of the Christmas story to 
packed audiences and this wonderful production involved the entire FS/KS1 
department, including the youngest Reception children. Everyone worked very 
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hard to learn all the songs and their lines and this culminated in a brilliant show in 
which everyone played a key part.  

These are just a few of the many exciting learning experiences our children 
have enjoyed so far this school year. Of course, every day in school is a busy and 
productive one, with time spent focussing on teaching the children the key skills they 
need to achieve their potential in life as well as helping to shape them as confident 
and valuable citizens of the future. 
 Can You help? 
We are looking for adults from the community that would like to come in to school for 
an hour or two each week to hear some of our children read or who might like to help 
out with our school vegetable garden; if you have some free time and would like to 
get involved please contact our school office on 830610.  
Debbie Bastin — Head Teacher 

Bugbrooke & Harpole Scout Group  
This the term the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers have all been very busy. 

Cubs – have been working towards a number of badges during the term one 
being Pets badge where we were welcomed to the Pets at Home in Daventry; who 
did a fantastic talk for us. They also had a very special visit from Mr Perkins from 
Campion school to do a talk on World War I in preparation for Remembrance Day; 
the boys thoroughly enjoyed this and found it very interesting to listen to.  All the boys 
wanted to say a big thank you to 
Mr Perkins for coming in as it 
made the Remembrance Day 
Parade one to remember for all of 
us.  

Beavers – the term started 
with a visit from PCSO Jenny 
Harrison who came to talk to the 
boys about “Stranger Danger”; 
although the boys understood the 
seriousness of the evening, PCSO 
Jenny made the evening very 
memorable for the boys as they 

were able to have a go in the 
Police Car (including sounding the 
siren – more than once!) 
At the beginning of December the 
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers set to 
improving their cake making skills 
as Barclarycard held a cake sale 
and Tombola day on the 6th 
December to raise funds for our 
Group. 
Then the boys also spent time 
preparing for the Christmas card 
delivery/collection by making the 
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Age Groups: 

Beavers 6 – 8 years - Meet on Thursdays - 18.00hrs – 19.00hrs 

Cubs 8 – 10 years - Meet on Mondays - 18.00hrs – 19.30hrs 

Scouts 10 years onwards – Meet on Mondays - 19.30hrs – 21.00hrs 

If you have a child interested in joining the Bugbrooke & Harpole Scout 

Group please feel free to come along or contact: 

Beavers: Sue Beckingham - 07512 765 034 

Cubs: Tracy York - 07763 861 200 

Scouts: Elspeth Nice -  07906 595 926 

collection boxes, once again a big thank you to Harben Hairdressers and Bugbrooke 
County Primary School for their support with this fundraiser. 

Then the run up to Christmas kept the boys out of mischief as they were out, in 
all weathers, collecting and delivering all your Christmas Cards; this proved very 
popular and we look forward to repeating this again next December.  A massive 
thank you to everyone who supported us with this fundraiser. 

Although the final total is not in as I type this we hope we will have made approx 
£1000 from the two initiatives at the end of last year, which we hope will be used to 
improve the hut and buy new equipment. Any further ideas for fund raising will be 
much appreciated, although we might be able to do some bag packing January but 
are waiting for confirmation of when this might take place. 

The term ended with a “joint” Christmas party at LaserZone which all boys 
thoroughly enjoyed and was a good way to finish for the Christmas holiday for a well 
earned rest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Big Walk for Camp Amazing 
It might not sound like an arctic crossing but to me and Phoenix it might as well 
be. Phoenix my grandson was born with severe disabilities and we tend to take 
one day at a time, so far we have been lucky enough to have three fantastic 
years with mr "p" as he is known. I live in Bugbrooke and I am mr "p"s pappy and 
On the 7th of April I will be walking 139km / 89 miles the complete distance of 
the prehistoric Ridgeway from Avebury stone circle to Ivinghoe Beacon near 
Tring, this should take me 5/6 days camping out each night alone. For the last 
Mile I shall carry mr "p" as he will probably never walk himself. I will be raising 
money for a charity that is close to my heart called Camp Amazing. This charity 
allows children like Phoenix and their families to get together once a year for a 
memorable holiday, special children and their families deserve a special break. If 
you would like to support me on my venture it will be most appreciated, I will be 
placing a collection pot in Nina’s Store and Pet Stop, so please support me by 
putting your loose pennies in the pot. Follow my progress at walk4 camp 
amazing and for further enquiries contact me at jack_wild@icloud.com . Thank 
you for your support. 
Ian Wright  

mailto:jack_wild@icloud.com
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age, aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully employed from middle-
age onwards. Your friendly local group meets in the afternoon on the third Monday of 
each month at Bugbrooke Community Centre, usually at 2.30pm and non-members 
are welcome as guests. There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, 
including Book Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, French, Genealogy, German, 
Literature, Luncheon Club, Music Appreciation, Play Reading, Scrabble and Snooker. 

Forthcoming events  —  17 February - 'SERV - Blood Bikes' by John 
Stepney, who will explain the work of this rapid medical transport 
service by volunteer bikers. 

17 March - 'Morecambe Memories' by Gail Stuart, local 
daughter of much-loved comedian Eric Morecambe  

Enquiries to 01604–831627 or 01327–340407. 
Roger Colbourne 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Pavilion 
The pavil ion renovat ion is 
proceeding apace.  In November we 
were sufficiently under budget on 
the external works, to decide to 
proceed directly onto the internal 
renovation of the pavilion.   

Roger Morehen, who has 
carried out the external renovation, 
agreed to work on the inside as 
well, and he was joined  in this work 
by  Brian Curtis, and more recently 
Bob Riches.  Brian has undertaken 
the structural changes in the 
changing room area while Roger 
and Bob have undertaken the work 
on the Lounge. 

In the lounge, there were major  
problems, caused in part by a roof 
that had leaked for many years, and 
the deteriorating fabric of the old 
terrapin buildings that made up the 
pavilion.  The ceiling had to be 
removed to look at the damage, and 
because it was artexed, (which 
contained some asbestos before the 
year 2000), this had to be carried 
out by a specialist contractor under 
strict control conditions.  Fortunately 
this showed that most of the old  
ceiling woodwork, was in good 
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The lounge before renovation 

The lounge mid 
restoration 
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condition apart from 
one of the main 
beams which broken, 
had dropped by 
around 10cms, and 
n e e d e d  u r g e n t 
attention.  As a 
s o l u t i o n  t w o 
supporting columns 
have been added, 
and the ceiling made 
true again. 

The floor was in 
a similar poor 
condition, and had 
dropped away from 
the walls along the 
far edge, through 
which daylight could 
be seen,  The final 
section of the floor has 
b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y 
replaced, and a new side wall formed.   

The electrics of the pavilion, have been completely upgraded, and new 
recessed ceiling lights will be fitted throughout the lounge.  This work has been 
generously carried out by Unusual Rigging, and we are very grateful to them for their 
help. 

The lounge has now been plastered and final decoration will be done prior to 
the new season. 

You will find some pictures of the renovation here with this article, many more 
can be seen at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/cricket 
Geoff Cooke 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Now that 2014 is here we have begun preparations for the new season, which will no 
doubt be upon us before we know it. 

Winter nets have begun and will run through until the first week in April. Senior 
nets are taking place in the indoor nets at the County Ground in Northampton, on 
Monday nights from 8.00-9.00pm, while Junior nets are being held at Campion 
School, on Wednesday evenings from 6.30-7.30pm. 

We are always looking for new players for both our senior and junior sections, 
anyone interested in joining the club please contact our club captain Chris Chapman 
(07876 314553) or our cricket secretary Ciaran Thomas (07906 935420). Information 
on the junior section can be obtained from our youth development officer Roger 
Stone (01604 842961). 

The fixtures for the Northamptonshire Cricket League have already been 
released, and can be found on the new look club website, Bugbrooke.play-
cricket.com, which also has all the information about the club. 

For all the latest news from the club, please visit our new look 
website Bugbrooke.play-cricket.com or follow us on twitter, @bugbrookecc 
Ciaran Thomas 
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New floor, new walls, new ceiling, new windows and new 
electrics.  The lounge ready for plastering 

http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
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Bugbrooke St. Michael’s FC 
The season is now taking shape, and the fortunes of our various teams are 

beginning to show.  The First Eleven are having a tough time near the bottom of 
their league but are in the process of developing young players that have 
gravitated through the youth system. Many of them are still playing for the 
successful Under 18 side.  
The Reserves are in the top 6 of their league, and are in the semi-final of their 

knock out cup.  The ‘A’ side is in a similar position to the First Eleven, most of 
their players are under 20. They are beginning to find their feet in adult football 
and beginning to get good results. If they can stay in their league next year, they 
will do well and probably challenge at the top of the league. The ‘B’ side is 
currently top of their league and if their form is maintained they could be in a 
trophy winning position at the end of the season. 
The youth teams continue to get good experience with the help of their coaches 

and encouragement from their parents. The most consistent at the moment are 
the Under 13s although other age groups are performing well in their leagues. 
On the social side, there will be a Comedy Night in the clubhouse on the 8th 

February.  If you want tickets at £10 please contact Chairman Willie Marriott on 
831606. 
John Curtis 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Pre-school 
Once again we had a very enjoyable run up to Christmas at Pre-school.  The 
children were all involved in either a carol singing concert or the Christmas play 
and performed brilliantly when family and friends came to watch their 
performances.   They also took part in many festive activities, making snowflakes 
and crackers and reindeer food to name just a few. 

In the build up to Christmas the children visited the Church for a special 
service organised by Sue Pace and Gillian Stone, they took a trip to Campion 
School for a Christmas party organised by Katharine Burrows and they were 
invited to the Primary School to watch the reception and KS1 nativity 
performance.  These events involve a lot of effort from people outside of Pre-
school and the children love these trips and we take this opportunity to give a very 
big thank you to all the people involved. 

On the last day of term we had a Christmas party and the children had two 
very special visitors, Mr and Mrs Santa.  Their arrival was met with much 
excitement and all the children received a present.  We must make a special 
thank you to them for stopping off at what is a very busy time of year. 

Our recent fundraising events have raised around £1,500 which is an 
amazing amount.  The majority of this has come from the Fish and Chip quiz 
night, Tea with Santa and Christmas raffle.  We were very fortunate to have 
Barclays match some of our fundraising as well as having great support from 
local businesses, parents, families and friends.   Special thanks must go to Ian 
from the Post Office who, along with his very able assistant, put on a brilliant quiz.  
The hall was packed on this night and Ian made it a fun night for all.  Victoria has 
a wish list of play equipment that she would like this money to go towards and we 
hope to build up a fund to improve the inside of the building. 

Pre-school relies on fundraising activities to keep providing the excellent 
facilities and qualified staff so please look out for details of up and coming events 



and support us 
whenever possible.  
We also have a 
recycling box at Pre-
school which takes 
unwanted clothing, 
bedding, curtains, 
paired shoes and 
handbags so if you 
have any of these 
please feel free to 
bag them up and 
bring them along to 
Pre-school. 

If you, a friend 
or family member 
has a child aged 2 to 
4 years and would be 
interested in looking 
around Pre-school 
please contact me on the number below or via email as we are now filling our 

s p a c e s  f o r 
2013/14.   There is 
g o v e r n m e n t 
funding available 
for some 2 year 
old children to 
attend Pre-school 
and to see if you 
are eligible for this 
please check the 
Northamptonshire 
County Council 
website where 
there is an ‘online 
eligibility checker’.  
If you are unable 
to access this 
please give me a 
call on the number 
below. 
If you would like 
any information on 

any of the above or to look around our new and improved facilities please contact 
Julie Tompkins on 07563 574155 or at our new email address which is 
bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. 
Julie Tompkins, 07563 574155 
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Festive dressing up 

Making snowflakes 

mailto:bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk
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Bugbrooke History Group 
For several years now the History Group have arranged a winter walk to take 
place at Christmas 
time or New Year. We 
have walked in rain, 
snow and sunshine, 
g u i d e d  b y  a 
Bugbrooke native who 
tells us about the 
history of buildings, 
yards, roads, fields 
and farms, canal and 
brook. It is a way of 
keeping alive the 
history of the village 
through the oral 
tradition. Our walk this 
year took thirty people 
and a dog on a circuit 
past premises which 
w e r e  s c h o o l s , 
abattoirs, bakeries, market gardens, wheelwrights, doctors surgery, factories, 
forge, shops, laddermakers and undertakers. It was a short walk in bright 
sunshine, but contained a mass of information. Many thanks to our guides, Dave 

Hewitt and John 
C u r t i s .  W e 
discovered where 
they were born. 
T h e i r  l a r g e  
families (eight 
and nine children) 
were very close 
neighbours. The 
walk finished at 
t h e  S u n d a y 
S c h o o l  w i t h 
mulled wine and 
seasonal snacks. 
If you missed it 
this year, try to 
come with us next 
year. It’s good 
fun. 
Our next meeting 

is Wed. Feb.12th 7.30pm at the Community Centre when Derek Smethers gives a 
talk on Money in the Post – ways in which people send money through the post 
and what happens to it!! 
Pat Kent 
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Gas Lighting Bugbrooke, and information on the 
changes in Bugbrooke 
From information given to me by old Mr Mick Osborne, Uncle Bill Higgingbottom, 
and Old Mrs Pool who lived to be well over one hundred years of age, for she was 
to experience many changes within Bugbrooke. 

The first big change they talked about from information from their 
grandparents within Bugbrooke was when the canal was constructed; it was to 
bring many changes within its entire length to every town or village that it ran 
through or near, especially during the turn of the centuries between the late 
1700s to the early 1800s. For the canal not only carried normal trade, but all the 
materials for the upgrading of the Watling Street, as well as materials for the 
building of Weedon Barracks that was completed in 1808, transporting soldiers 
and equipment, not forgetting the many thousands of folk that were carried upon it 
to areas of work, from the impact of the enclosure act. This was followed by 
carrying materials for the building of the railway, they spoke about the area where 
Jimmy Rainbows Crossing was, for unloading the canal boats for the materials for 
the railway, as they were only a few yards apart at this point. 

The next change was when the Telegraph Company bought telephones to 
Bugbrooke via the large poles that carried the many wires required. My 
Grandfather Ebenezer Clark was to work for the Telephone Company at the time, 
part from Bugbrooke Post Office, only the very wealthy or business folk had 
phones installed into their property, at a later date telephone boxes were installed 
within the village. 

The other big change was the coming of the railways, which altered many 
different ways of life, such as the drovers that once used Camp Hill area of 
Bugbrooke, as well as all the stage coaches that once ran a regular service from 
town to town, Mrs Pool said that grass started to grow along the Watling Street, 
A5, especially when the stage coaches stopped running, this was when the 
railway started to take all the trade away from them. 

While I worked for Mr Harold Ward, Ladder Making and Undertaking, a Mr 
Samuel Warwick who retired from working at Weedon Stores, came to work 
alongside of us, he was one of the first men in the county to use a pneumatic drill 
to dig the roads up when laying a Gas Pipeline from Northampton to the 
surrounding villages. He said it was during the period just after the First World 
War, during the early 1920s, although they had Gas Street lighting within some 
towns and cities to light up the streets at night time, but the well off folk had it 
installed into their homes for cooking and lighting up the rooms. 

Out in the surrounding villages etc, they had to wait until it was laid, before it 
was ready to be supplied to the houses etc. 

A large Gas Ohmmeter was constructed along the Heyford road from 
Bugbrooke to contain the gas that was produced in Northampton, by the 
Northampton Gas Light Company. 

Those that could afford to be connected to the Gas Main could pay for the 
gas by a normal meter reading, that would be read every quarter, or one could 
have a meter that one inserted either pennies or shilling to pay as you used the 
gas, as most folk normally did. 

The gaslights in our old house made a hissing sound when alight, but if one 
was to touch the mantle it would just disintegrate into powder, I had many a telling 
off for doing so, it would mean fitting a new mantle, or having to go to one of the 
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village shops for a replacement, at the time every shop kept a stock of them, 
many years after when Mr Frank Barford decided to retire, while clearing out the 
shelving in his workshop, he found an unopened box of these Gas Mantles. He 
did have electricity within the garage and to drive the Petrol Pumps, but he never 
ripped out the old gas lighting, as it came in handy when if and when the power 
was off. 

We did have a wireless that ran off an accumulator that Mr Barford at the 
Garage would Charge up for a fee, but once the electricity was laid on, it was fed 
directly from the mains for power; this was another change, it meant less work for 
Mr Barford. 

Our old house was fitted with electric lighting, as well as gas, as father was 
foreman at one time for the Northampton Electric Light Company that worked 
from Angel Lane Northampton, who helped bring electricity to Bugbrooke and the 
surrounding villages in the late 1920s and early 1930s, father said folk would fall 
over one another to get the electricity fitted to their homes before others, they 
were bribed to do so with cups of tea etc, or by letting him put the fixings upon the 
house walls to carry the electric cables, this would save him using up the very 
valuable poles. 
Stan Clark 

 

Get Safe Online 
NHW has been working closely with ‘get Safe Online’ to promote online safety, 
most recently with regarding children’s use of the internet. You’ll find some 
excellent new advice pages for parents by visiting www.getsafeonline.org and 
selecting ‘Safeguarding Children’. 
‘Dodgy’ Trading 
Police are urging people to think twice if they see high-value goods being sold 
privately at cut prices and are asking them to report anything suspicious. 
Phone Scam 
This scam encourages residents to part with their bank details including PIN 
numbers and bank cards and police are urging people never to part with this 
information. 

During the scam, the offender calls the resident, purporting to be a police 
officer, investigating a fraud on their bank account, a fraud investigator from a 
bank or other bank official. They then ask for account information, including their 
card numbers, security number and pin number. 

If the resident becomes suspicious, the offender suggests they call ((( or 101 
and ask for confirmation that the person is a police officer. 

The victim then calls the police, but doesn’t realize that the offender has not 
hung up so goes straight through to them again. In some cases another offender 
comes on line and pretends to be working in the police control room and verifies 
the officer’s details. 

37 

http://www.getsafeonline.org


38 

The caller is then transferred back through to the first offender who obtains 
all their details. 

In some cases the criminals have sent couriers immediately to the victim’s 
property to pick up their cards or, more recently, the caller requests the victim go 
to their bank to withdraw money or simply instruct the victim to transfer an amount 
of money into a specific bank account. 

The offenders are deliberately targeting older victims. 
Volunteers 
The police are still actively seeking enthusiastic volunteers to help them in some 
of their tasks notably as a Community Messaging Volunteer who will be involved 
in disseminating crime information to relevant NHW schemes. 

In order to do this the police wish to establish a Rota of volunteers to work 
from either Brackley or Towcester police stations for an hour or so each day. 

An application form and vetting process would need to be completed, and 
training would be given. If anyone is interested in this exciting and varied role 
please contact me, or Mark Osborne, (Local Response Sergeant) on: 

Mobile Phone: 07557 778888, Switchboard: 03000 111 222 ext 345215 
Email: mark.osborne@northants.police.uk  

November Update, (from PCSO Jen Harrison) 

 Vehicle Thefts, Spencer Close 

 Theft from Vehicle, Levitts Road, Bugbrooke 

 Theft, Mill Lane, Bugbrooke 

 Burglary Non Dwelling, Middle Street, Nether Heyford 

 Criminal Damage to Vehicles, Pilgrims Lane, West End, and Spencer 
Close, Bugbrooke. 

Christmas Gifts 
Make sure that your valuable Christmas gifts have been photographed and any 
serial numbers logged. Don’t store them on a laptop as this may be stolen too. 
Keep them on a memory stick in a safe place. 

Mark expensive items with a UV pen or property marking service. This will 
make it harder for burglars to sell the items and allow police to return them to you. 
Call 101 for advice, or you can register your property with www.immobilise.com 
which is endorsed by a number of police forces 

Remember lock your garden gates and sheds. Make sure ladders and tools 
are not readily available to help thieves burgle your house. 

Try, with equipment or the help of neighbours, to make your house look 
occupied when you are away. 
Using a Cash Point 

 Keep high street fraudsters at arm’s length: 

 Consider your surroundings and what time you use an ATM 

 Consider where you are using an ATM, are the premises housing it open? 

 Is there an individual or a group of people hanging around the ATM who 
make you feel uncomfortable? If so use another machine. 

 Is anyone standing too close? Ask them to respect your private space 
whilst completing your transaction. 

 Does the card slot look as if it has been altered or tampered with? If in 
doubt do not use the machine and report it. Such a device was found on 
the ATM at Waitrose, Richmond Road, in Towcester, it has now been 
removed. 

mailto:mark.osborne@northants.police.uk
http://www.immobilise.com
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 Does the keyboard look strange? Has anything been placed over it? Is it 
difficult to operate the keyboard? Again “if in doubt, do nowt” , and report 
it. 

 Check the ATM for attachments, such as illuminations, information 
holders, or display messages which may conceal a camera capable of 
filming transactions. 

 When at the machine always take care to shield your personal 
identification number and never give this information to anyone who asks 
for it. Never key in your PIN in the presence of someone else. 

 If the machine swallows your card, report the matter immediately to your 
bank or building society 

 If you have asked for a receipt for your transaction, keep it with you or 
dispose of it appropriately. Never leave it in the machine or in the vicinity 
of the machine as it contains information that could be useful to a 
fraudster. 

Cyberstreetwise 
Are you savvy online? Perhaps not as streetwise as you would like to be or 
think you are? 

The National Fraud Agency is launching a new campaign, 
‘Cyberstreetwise’ to help give us all some essential tips to improve our 
performance online and help keep important stuff safe. You can read more 
about the campaign at www.cyberstreetwise.com  
False Pretences 
Towcester police have warned of two incidents of persons trying to gain access 
to premises purporting in one case to be an official from Neighbourhood Watch 
and the other a person pretending to work for a local Housing Association. The 
first, thankfully was thwarted, however, in the second case entry was gained 
and money stolen. 

Please be vigilant with anyone you do not know who is trying to gain entry 
to your house. Check their ID, phone their company or supervisor, and if you 
are in any way unsure do not grant entry. 
Information 
As we still have a limited number of street wardens, if you have a problem with 
which you are reticent to call the police on 101, I am happy for you to call me, 
as some of Bugbrooke’s residents have done, and I will pass on their query to 
the police. My number is 01604 831381. 

Don’t forget if a crime is in progress dial 999. 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2013 
I would like to thank everyone who gave to this worthwhile appeal, also those 
who undertook the house to house collecting, all the shops, pubs and others 
who kindly had collecting boxes and trays of poppies on display, also the 
Primary School and Campion School who makes a special effort thanks to John 
Perkins. 

The sum collected in the village this year was £1574.48, that is £417.78 
more than last year. This is without the Remembrance Service collection, which 
again was not given to me to enter into our village total. 
Terry Ward 
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  
News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 
 

Sunday Services.  
Please note Service Changes 
8:00am  BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
9:45am  1st Sunday in the month Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday in the month Morning Praise 
3rd Sunday in the month Morning Worship 
4th Sunday in the Month Morning Prayer 

6:00pm  Last Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’ a service of Praise and 
Worship. 

5th Sunday in the month watch for details 
 
Other Services 
Tuesdays during term time 2:15pm Tiny Tots Service in Church 
First Wednesday in the month :- 9:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady 
Chapel  

6:30pm Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel 
Regular Events 
Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers. 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove. 
Thursdays 9am to 11:15am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School 
Rooms. 
Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms.  
Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someone’s House)  
  Fellowship and Bible Study at 4, Smitherway. 
 
Easter 2014 at St. Michael and All Angels, Bugbrooke 
Ash Wednesday  
5th March 7:30pm Service for Ash Wednesday with the Imposition of Ashes. 
 
As the Bugbrooke LINK goes to press we are finalizing the rest of our Easter 
Services for 2014, we will be posting a full rundown through your door closer to 
Easter.   
 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 
Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 Enquiries about marriage ring 831621 

For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers. 
If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 
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Family Announcements 
 

James Manning and Lucy Burnett -  Congratulations to you both and best wishes 
for your forthcoming wedding on March 8th. 
With love from Mum, Dad, Jodie, Chris, Sophie, Danny and Charlie xxx  

Diary 
 
February 

March 

3 7.30p.m. W.I. Fun night C.C. 

12 7.30p.m. History Group Money in the Mail C.C. 

17 2.30p.m. U3A SERV Blood Bikes C.C. 

        

17 2.30.p.m. U3A Morecombe Memories CC 

You may have mistaken these  humps in Captains Close for molehills  - 
See Nature Notes for the correct explanation 
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