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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 188), October 2014 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
I’m delighted to be able to report that we’re getting on very well 
in the LINK committee and enjoying our regular meetings; 
combining our efforts with yours to bring out the magazine 
every two months. We’ve had some really positive feedback on 
the August issue, which is greatly appreciated. 

The production process starts well in advance of when the LINK lands on your 
doormat, with me sending out a reminder for articles (so long as I remember that 
is). We then gather everything together, make decisions about what will fit and what 
might have to wait for a future issue, and our talented production team then 
prepares and checks the magazine for printing. 

One aspect we tend to be very short of is dates for the ‘Diary’ which we 
believe would be really useful if they could be pulled together in a comprehensive 
manner at the back of each issue. Accordingly, this is a request for our regular 
contributors, and others for whom it could be used, to provide dates. You need to 
think well ahead of course; there’s no point providing dates that would be before the 
magazine is delivered. 

Due to the additional housing in Bugbrooke, as well as a natural turnover, we 
are always looking for people to be on our backup list to help deliver the magazines 
(six times a year and probably less than an hour each time). If you are willing to 
help out, please drop a line to me or use the email address below. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 
impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and websites, 
including all issues of LINK back to July 1983 as well as current and historical 
information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday  
3 November 2014, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that 
the preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 
 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
A trial Archaeological Survey on the area of ground proposed for a new burial 
ground has revealed potential Medieval and Roman remains. This indicates the 
possible findings of the original village. It has often been wondered why the church 
is remote from the current village. The Northants Archaeology Service has insisted 
on a more thorough survey at the expense of the Parish Council before giving their 
assent to a change of use of the land. The Parish Council has agreed in order to 
further progress the project. If everything goes according to plan all agreements 
should be in place to sign by October. 

Whilst on a trip to our twinning village of Vöhl with the Football Club I was 
taken on a visit to a tree top walk in a Beech Forest by Wolf Michael Hack. Michael 
was, along with Brian Curtis, the main instigator of the first visit by Vöhl to 
Bugbrooke. He said he had read the original village history book and the article 
about the original village name of Buchebroc. He asked whether we were aware 

Front Page:  Thanks to Chris Groves-Kirkby for this photograph taken on the canal 
bank, fairly early in the morning before the boats got moving (hence clear 
reflection) on 27 July. 
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that Buch in German means Beech, and suggested that, maybe, Buchbroc means 
Beechbrook. As Vöhl is in the Saxon part of Germany it may be that Anglo Saxons who 
invaded Britain gave that name to Bugbrooke. I reckon that’s as good a suggestion as 
we have had so far. 

The Parish Council has agreed for tree surgery to take place on an Ash tree at 
the allotments after a large branch fell onto the service track during high winds. 

 Work has been suspended on resurfacing of the top end of Pilgrims Lane whilst 
discussions take place between residents and developers about potential flooding of 
gardens. This is because the road camber tends to take water towards even numbered 
dwellings and road design needs to make sure that all water is directed towards drains. 
There is also an issue regarding how much verge will be lost. 

The Parish Council is also seeking quotes to see whether the new footpath from 
the Johns Road site to Georges Close can be finished in hard standing tarmac. This is 
expected to be heavily used as a way to the Primary School or Medical Centre once 
the development is finished, and it is felt the current muddy conditions must be 
upgraded. The trees will also be trimmed back but this will be financed by a grant from 
the Harrison family. 

The Parish Council will be providing Computer facilities at the Community Café to 
enhance the wide range of books that are currently available for borrowing. This 
decision has been made because of the NCC Libraries decision to spend the Library 
allocation from Bugbrooke’s expansion at Towcester Library. As there is no direct bus 
link to Towcester I expect you find this decision quite extraordinary. If NCC and SNC 
want Bugbrooke to be a service village they should supply the means to be one. All 
other service villages in South Northants (Roade, Deanshanger, Middleton Cheney) 
have a Library. 
John Curtis 
 

Is Vengeance Mine! 
Ever since my Uncle took me to see, in quick succession, Rio 
Bravo starring John Wayne and The Big Country starring Gregory 
Peck at our local cinema and then the ultimate for a young lad of 
eight/nine Ben Hur starring Charlton Heston at the Odeon at 
Colmore Circus, Birmingham with wrap around screen and sound, 
I have been hooked on the movies. 

However those innocent days of good overcoming evil and 
where the bad guys wore black and the goodies wore white have 
on the whole disappeared and although I still retain my passion 
and interest in movies I have been disappointed to see such films as the Death Wish 
series, ‘The Brave One’ with Jodie Foster, ‘Taken’ one and two with Liam Neeson and 
the recently broadcast on Channel 5 ‘Death Sentence’ with Kevin Bacon make heroes 
out of vigilantes who for seemingly good reason take the law into their own hands 
meeting violence with violence with revenge and retribution being by words for justice. 

How different is the teaching we have from Paul in the Bible where he clearly 
states we are to keep ourselves from all thought of taking revenge (Romans Chapter 
12 v 14ff). 

Paul who is writing to the Christians in Rome while a prisoner and awaiting his 
audience with Caesar, as was his right as a Roman Citizen, gives three reasons why 
we should not seek revenge. 
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Firstly, from Paul’s view and now that of the Christian Church, vengeance does 
not belong to us but to God. In the last analysis no human being has a right to judge  
any other; only God can do that.  

Secondly, to treat a man with kindness rather than vengeance is the way to move 
him. Vengeance may break his spirit; but kindness will break his heart. "If we are kind to 
our enemies," says Paul, "it will heap coals of fire on their heads." That means, not that 
it will store up further punishment for them, but that it will move them to burning shame.  

Finally, to stoop to vengeance is to be ourselves conquered by evil. Evil can never 
be conquered by evil. If hatred is met with more hatred it is only increased; but if it is 
met with love, an antidote for the poison is found.  

Born a slave on a small farm in the Virginia backcountry, Booker 
Washington (1856-1915) was a Black African-American educator, author, orator, and 
advisor to presidents of the United States. Between 1890 and 1915, Washington was 
the dominant leader in the African-American community and against a background of 
racial hostility he once said:  

"I will not allow any man to make me lower myself by hating him. 
The only real way to destroy an enemy is to make him a friend.” 
I leave you with these few words to ponder over during these long winter 

evenings. 
Grace and Peace. 

Stephen French - Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 
 

Tree of Eternal Light Service 2014 
7pm Thursday 4th December, St Michael and All Angels Church 
At this service a Christmas tree covered in lights, each one representing the life of 
someone dear to us, provides a focus for the deep feelings people face at this time of 
year. Christmas is always a time when we remember family members and close friends 
who are no longer able to share the celebrations with us. 

The lights will shine out in memory of people from all walks of life. Some will have 
been closely connected with the Church, many of them will not have had any such 
connection during their lifetime, but their family and friends find the Tree of Eternal Light 
a fitting way to remember their lives at Christmas time. During the service the lights will 
be turned on and will continue to shine in the church throughout Christmas. Many 
people find comfort in writing messages on gold stars, which they hang on the tree after 
the service. The names of all those who are remembered will be read out during the 
service and will appear in a Book of Remembrance that can be viewed afterwards and 
throughout the Christmas period. We hope you will be able to stay for a cup of tea or 
coffee and mince pies after the service. 

All we ask is that you give a donation for each person you remember. All 
donations will be divided equally between Northampton General Hospital Oncology 
Unit, Bugbrooke St Michael & All Angels Church and the SMA Research Trust. Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy (SMA), for which sadly there is currently no cure, is the principal fatal 
genetic disease in children under the age of 2. We have a gorgeous little boy in our 
community with this condition. 

Please give names to be remembered, a contact telephone number and 
donations, by Thursday 27th November to the Church Office, Sunday School Building, 
Church Lane, Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3PB (tel 830373). Please note, not to 
Orchard Way (Lynne Clayson no longer lives in the village). 

Cheques should be made payable to ‘Bugbrooke PCC’. 
Thank you. 

Alec Shaw 
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Extending the Churchyard - A Personal View 
Some years ago, the Church Council informed the Parish Council that the number of 
grave spaces in the present Churchyard would only meet the Parish needs for two or 
three more years. If nothing was done the Churchyard would be closed and burials 
would stop. The Parish Council has the responsibility to provide burial spaces if 
reasonably possible and decided to work with the Church to develop an extension to 
the existing Churchyard. 

A number of proposals were investigated and this brought in the Trustees of the 
Millennium Green to consider what might be done. The three groups worked together 
to create the best solution to the issue. 

The legal processes have proved to be long drawn out and the planning 
applications have also proved complex. However the end could be in sight. 

The village community will benefit in many ways from the final arrangements. The 
necessary burial places will be provided in the land next to the Churchyard which is at 
present part of the Millennium Green. The Millennium Green will be extended and 
further developed on the Church land next to the Car Park. The Car Park will be 
improved and maintained by the Parish Council.  

The Planning Authorities have asked that an archaeological investigation should 
be completed before the land is used as a burial ground. Evidence has already been 
found that this was the site of a medieval agricultural community. This will give us 
positive evidence of the earliest settlement at the centre of Bugbrooke. 

What started as a single issue of provision of burial places has become an 
opportunity for providing significant enhancement of facilities for all of the village. It has 
taken much longer to achieve than expected but it will be a tribute to the persistence 
and vision of all those involved.    
Alan Kent 
 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our next fundraising event will be a wine tasting on Friday 5th December at the 
Community Centre. Tickets will be on sale from later in October: and members and 
previous supporters will be getting a letter with details at that time. If anyone else is 
interested please contact me (830933), Tony Pace (832516) or any other committee 
member.  
Jim Inch 
 

Bugbrooke  OAP’s  Christmas Gift Scheme 
In this edition of LINK you will find the application form for the Gift Voucher that is 
available to all pensioners of the village aged 65 and over. We are pleased to be able 
to confirm that the Gift Voucher has been increased to £10 this year. This has been 
made possible by our fundraising events and the generosity of local businesses, 
organisations and individuals which has enabled the scheme to continue. 

By the time that you read this we will have held our annual ‘wine tasting’ evening 
and the committee will then be planning to look at ways to increase our funds by the 
various other events that we try to organise throughout the year for the enjoyment of all 
who participate. We always welcome you all to attend these enjoyable occasions and 
please contact any of the committee members (names are on the gift voucher form) for 
more information about the forthcoming events planned in the New Year. 
Nigel Burt 
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and recreational 
activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-age onwards, 
country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and Community 
Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2:30pm and non-members are 
welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Classics for 
Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of 
Music, Play Reading and Scrabble. Future events: 

Monday 20 October at 2:30pm – ‘The Story of the Alpaca’ by Caroline Trotter. Learn 
about this smaller South American relative of the camel and llama. 

Monday 17 November at 2:30pm – ‘London to Birmingham by Rail’ by Roger Mason. 
An entertaining reminder of the view from the window on some local railway journeys. 

Enquiries to 01604 831627 or 01327 340407. 
Roger Colbourne 
 

Bugbrooke WI 
Once again the weather let us down in July. So, instead of a garden party in Carole 
Bowling's lovely garden, we had an indoor buffet supper and chat and then a quick walk 
around the garden when the rain had stopped. It was nevertheless a very enjoyable 
evening. We were luckier with the weather in August and several members and their 
guests went for a pleasant trip on the narrow boat "Charlie". Starting at Stoke Bruerne, 
travelling through the Blisworth tunnel and on to the top lock at Rothersthorpe, where we 
were able to stretch our legs before the return journey. In September Chris Kinsey will be 
coming to our meeting and is hoping to prove that "Anyone can learn to paint". October is 
the month for our AGM and hot supper. 

As well as our monthly meetings members meet for a book club and for "Crafty 
Chatter". This is a pleasant way to spend an afternoon. We meet in a member's house 
and bring along any craft we may be working on and chat as we work. New members and 
visitors are always welcome. 
For further information please ring Brenda Astell on 01604 831811. 
Brenda Astell 
 

The Wednesday Club 
Writing this at the end of August, it seems summer has almost passed by. The harvest 
time has come early for fruit, veg and field crops. Seasons are out of timing. 

July 7th. Today was a pleasant change from the usual meeting. June Farrington 
arranged a ‘Posey Making Demo’. We all had flowers and oasis in stands provided. June 
then guided us through the process of making a small neat arrangement. Good fun all 
round. We all took our posey home for others to admire our effort. 

Three new members were very welcome - Rina Farrant, Pat Pert and Ann Pancoust. 
July 23rd. Being our last meeting before the August break, we took a trip to the Dairy 

Farm at Stowe. The weather was good and we took a look at the various shops. A very 
tasty tea was enjoyed in the Old Barn Restaurant. 

Following a very pleasant meeting recently, Jonathan Barker of Horts Estate Agents 
has kindly offered to financially support the Wednesday Club.  He will officially hand over 
a cheque to us at our Fish & Chip lunch in October. 

We still welcome new members to join our meetings. Just ring Linda on 831219 or 
Ann on 700870, who will be pleased to welcome you with details of meetings. 
Mrs D M French 
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Village Profile 
Linda Pope  Parish Councillor, Wednesday Club Organizer, retired  
PE Teacher 
 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I lived in Northampton as a child, Semilong, Kingsthorpe, and Lake 
View off the Kettering Road. Then I went to Bedford PE College 
before getting a job at Campion, getting married and settling in 
Bugbrooke. We moved into our first house on Lime Grove on our Wedding Day. David 
carried me over the threshold to shouts from the neighbours of “You’re doomed, you 
fool”. The couple who shouted it have been some of our best friends ever since. 
What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
It’s a friendly village and there’s something for everyone to do here. When we first 
came The Five Bells, run by Doll, was a super meeting place. We were soon roped 
into helping at the Village Fete, etc. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
As someone who is friendly, approachable and could be relied upon to help out 
whenever asked. 
What are you most proud of? 
My school netball teams. I am pleased with the way the Wednesday Club has 
developed. This is a team effort, not just me. I think I am most proud of my family. 
Husband, David has worked tirelessly encouraging and coaching adults and 
youngsters in rugby and athletics. Our two daughters both have successful careers 
and marriages. 
When was your happiest moment? 
Our Wedding Day and both of our Daughters’ Wedding Days. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes very happy. We played outside in all weathers, marbles, two ball, roller skating, 
climbing trees, hide and seek, scrumping, cherry knocking and hop-scotch. We would 
pack up sugar or ketchup sandwiches and a bottle of water (old Lucozade bottles had 
good stoppers) and ride off on our bikes. Once, I remember, we ran out of water and 
went to a stranger’s house to ask for a refill! 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
The Pilgrimage by Zena Henderson. 
What/who do you admire most? 
People who strive to overcome adversity. Some children I taught at school had major 
problems either physical, mental, or home-life, and they got on with life and have 
achieved amazing things. 
What hobbies do you enjoy? 
Sport has always been important. Now I do yoga, fit-step, line dancing, and golf. I am 
very competitive, but insisted always that my school teams MUST play fair. On 
Sunday mornings I am now involved with helping the mini rugby teams with their 
refreshments.  I enjoy knitting, sewing, reading  and I love gardening. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
Vietnam. Our holiday there was an amazing experience. It was living history. Our local 
guide had been a child during the War there. Some stories he told were heart rending. 
What is your favourite food/restaurant? 
Chinese and Thai food. My paternal grandfather was Chinese, so we regularly ate 
home cooked Chinese food. Grandfather ran a laundry business close to the Mounts 
in Northampton. His friend also had a laundry off Regent Square (now a garage), 
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where there is the sign of the Free Chinese Army above the door. Grandfather was 
born in Canton. I regret that I do not know more about him. He died when I was eight. 
Felix Yu in Castilian Street is my favourite restaurant. 
What in life is most important to you? 
The happiness of my family.  
Interviewed by Pat Kent 
 

Manager of Community Café leaves 
Jo Stephens is leaving the café after setting it up in 2013, using all her expertise in 
management, organization and catering. Bugbrooke was so lucky to have Jo as the 
founding manager to guide the Badger’s Break through its first year and make it the 
attractive welcoming venue it has become. The work she has dedicated to the project 
and the number of hours she has given are phenomenal.  

She was responsible for the purchase of equipment, for volunteer training, for 
Saturday staff recruitment and training, for menus and pricing, for ordering food and 
accessing it from reliable, trustworthy sources, for cooking, for volunteer rotas, for 
organizing special events, wedding receptions, strollers’ lunches and school groups. 
She has set extremely high standards of food preparation and service, and made 
sure that the café was correctly registered with South Northants Council and given its 
excellent hygiene rating.  

She has managed and lead the whole operation from the beginning with 
efficiency, and always with enthusiasm and laughter. Everyone has appreciated her 
jokes (often rude). She has made working at the café a great pleasure. Everyone who 
meets her feels happier. 

We shall all miss you very, very much, Jo. We wish you luck in your new job and 
hope you will visit us for an occasional cuppa. 

We are happy to welcome Philippa Betts as the new manager of the Community 
Café – the Badger’s Break. 
Pat Kent and Dave Clayson 
 

Nature Notes 
Many people in the village are interested in the wild birds we see in our gardens and 
now is the time to install a nestbox ready for next year’s breeding season. There are 
lots of boxes available to buy, but you don’t have to spend a lot of money as they are 
quite easy to make, if you have some basic woodworking skills. Visit the RSPB 
website where you can find full instructions at http://www.rspb.org.uk/advice/
helpingbirds/nestboxes/smallbirds/making.aspx. 

There are some things you need to remember though, and the first is that the 
size of the entrance will determine which species will find the box attractive. 25mm is 
fine for blue and coal tits, but great tits need a bigger hole of 28mm, just because they 
are bigger birds. This size would also suit tree sparrows and pied flycatchers. Many 
people get upset because house sparrows have taken residence, and that is because 
an entrance hole of 32mm allows them to get in. House sparrows are always the most 
numerous species in the Bugbrooke Birdwatch, and although their numbers have 
started to increase, the RSPB still has it as an endangered species. Some places in 
the village hardly see sparrows at all, where others have lots. They are so gregarious 
that they love to live close together, so you can put two or three boxes together, about 
a metre apart and possibly develop your own colony. Other species are far more 
territorial and do not nest together, so if you have two boxes, you may find that you 
have two different species living next door to each other. 
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When you choose a site for your box you must make sure that it is in a place that 
will not get too hot on warm days and is sheltered from driving rain. The box needs to 
face between north and east, but if there is shade from buildings you can have a bit 
more flexibility. The bird needs to have a good view to and from the nest too, so that it 
can see any lurking dangers. Two to four feet from the ground is about the right height 
for most small birds. There are cameras that can be used inside the box so that you 
can see what is going on. I haven’t done this, but I have seen it on TV. If this interests 
you, install the camera at the same time as putting the box up. Once the box is in 
place, you must leave it alone. Birds will not be interested if you show too much 
interest yourself. 

Some birds like to nest in open fronted boxes. Robins and wrens like this kind of 
box and it should be placed quite low down amongst vegetation that keeps it hidden. 
Below two metres is about right. 

Not all birds use nest boxes. Only those that would normally nest in holes are 
going to be interested. Finches and thrushes build nests in hedges, trees and climbing 
plants, so it is useful to have these kinds of plants in your garden, and they are also a 
valuable habitat for insects for the birds to eat.  

Birds do need time to get familiar with anything new so don’t be discouraged if 
the box isn’t used the first year. Even when it is not used for breeding, often it will be 
used for roosting in severe weather. They huddle together for warmth, and it has been 
recorded that 61 wrens roosted together in one box! 

Recent sightings: This year we have 
had a pretty good summer despite 
the cooler spell in the second half of 
August, and this seems to have 
been responsible for many sightings 
of grass snakes. Lesley and Graham 
Darby sent a picture of a good sized 
one entwined in their buddleia. We 
have seen one in our pond, and they 
do take fish and frogs. Quite often 
they nest in compost heaps where it 
is warm. Not many people like them, 
but they are harmless and are native 
to the UK. 
Gwyn and Jim White think they saw 
two willow tits near the bridge on 
Ace Lane.  They noticed its call was 
quite distinctive and that is probably 

quite a reliable indicator that they were right. In my book it describes it as a “low, harsh, 
buzzy call” (RSPB Birds of Britain and Europe, Rob Hume). 
Margaret Cooke tel. 832125 
 

Guides 
Bugbrooke Guides started again on Thursday 11 September for a new term of 
activities with the 24 girls. Our annual jumble sale will be on Saturday 11 October in 
the Community Centre for the first time. Please put it in your diary and support us with 
items and/or purchasing. Thank you. 
Helen, Jane and Helen Chick  

 

Lesley and Graham Derby’s Grass Snake 
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Cub Scout Pack 
Cub Scouts had a brilliant day at Conkers Adventure Park (Derbyshire) with the main 
focus on team building exercises. This type of event really showed the children how 
to communicate and work together to get an end result. 

The summer term ended with a Water Evening which involved Cub Scouts and 
Scouts getting very wet with a Mop War and Water Slide. Once dry they all enjoyed 
the hot food from the BBQ. 

The Headquarters had a "clean-up" during the summer break ready for the 
Group returning after the holidays. 

Thanks go to those parents and leaders who gave up their time and "did their 
best". 
Sue Deane and Tracy York 

 

Bugbrooke in the Great War 
Events 100 years ago from 4 August 1914 to the end of September 1914 
One hundred years ago the First World War had just been going for a couple of 
months. In some ways life in Bugbrooke went on as usual but in other ways there 
were great changes. Many of the young men (and not so young) were volunteering 
and leaving the village to fight for King and Country. 

At the start of war the French had a large conscripted army and the British had a 
smaller, but professional, army backed up by the might of the Royal Navy. The 
Germans had a large well equipped army and a well thought out plan. Many on both 
sides were expecting it to be resolved quickly. “It will be over by Christmas” was a 
common saying. In early September one of the Bugbrooke old schoolboys, 
Signalman Thomas King on HMS Britannia, wrote to the village that “The general 
feeling in the Navy is that Germany has taken on more than she can manage”.  

Back in Bugbrooke in September 1914, the School letters continued to have a 
mix of news of men enlisting, news from some in training or already overseas and the 
day-to-day happenings in everyday life such as the fact that Mrs Higginbottom and 
Mrs Barford had a lovely show of snapdragons and Mrs Collins had some beautiful 
asters. 

In the letter of September 4, 1914 the first list of local men in the services 
appeared – Tom King (the adopted son of Arthur and Elizabeth Walker) was in the 
Navy on HMS Britannia. Most joined the Army – Bailey Clarke, James Clarke, Mark 
Clarke (three brothers – sons of William and Rose), Charles Rush (son of James and 
Emma), Eric Poole (son of William and Sarah), Frederick Wooding (son of John and 
Charlotte), Major Percy Grove (a military man from Eastcote), James Barnes (who 
was brought up by his grand-parents William and Sophia), Joseph Bannard (from 
Staverton), PC William Latimer and John Marshall (son of Henry and Elizabeth). 
Many more were to follow including John Marshall’s father Henry. There is also the 
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Philip Campion 
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first mention of Eva (Evelyn) Moore, the daughter of Bugbrooke 
farmer John and his wife Harriet. Eva qualified as a nurse in 
Berkshire before moving to Goring on Thames. At the outbreak 
of war she volunteered and was accepted into Queen 
Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service Reserve. 
        Eastcote House, which formerly had belonged to Mrs 
Gresham, was taken over by some societies which looked after 
needy sailors. In September 1914 it was occupied by around 
twenty German and Austrian sailors whose ships were 
prohibited from leaving England. As the war progressed it was 
to take many more. 
        In the Northampton Independent of 22 August there is a 
photo of a group of “steel backs” including Mark Clarke from 
Bugbrooke. 
        Quite a number of service men wrote back to the village 
and their views and comments were included in the school’s 
weekly newsletter. 
        Philip Campion wrote in his 

diary summing up the mood of most people before the outbreak 
of war as “We were all peacefully carrying on at our various 
occupations. Practically all were blissfully ignorant of the 
circumstances which eventually brought about the war. We 
relied on our fleet for protection.” He said he was animated by 
the same spirit by which the first 10,000 joined Kitchener’s 
Army, and decided that if the war was continued he would enlist 
along with some friends in Rugby. He left the corn harvest with 
one more field to go and went off to Rugby recruiting depot with 
the idea of joining the cavalry as “it seemed more exciting”. 
Unfortunately, he found that the recruiting for the cavalry there 
had ceased, and so he went off to Warwick to join the Yeomanry. 

Before being accepted, he had to satisfy Colonel Charteris and Lord Willoughby-de-
Broke of his riding skills, pass a medical and tell his Lordship which pack of hounds he 
hunted with. He replied that he hunted with the Grafton but omitted to say that it was on foot! 
After swearing an oath on the Bible he was signed up. After a week’s leave, training started 
in earnest. Uniforms eventually arrived but took some getting used to. Finally Philip and the 

rest of the Warwickshire Yeomanry moved around East 
Anglia before settling on Newbury Racecourse. 
        On the 25th September the village heard that David 
Moore, son of Griffith, licensee of the Five Bells, and his 
wife Ellen, had been promoted to Quarter Master Sergeant. 
        Other local men that enlisted in the first months of the 
war were Harry Ambler (born in Wiltshire but an apprentice 
architect living in Bugbrooke), the Bubb brothers – Edwin 
and Henry, James Joyce (son of James and Edith), Charles 
Abner King (a Bugbrooke farmer born in Titchmarsh); 
Wallace Nightingale (son of Josiah and Mary), the Payne 
brothers – John and William (born in Essex but William was 
a jockey living in Bugbrooke), John Pritchard (son of Owen 
and Mary (born in Bugbrooke but living before the war in 
Marylebone), Arthur Turland (son of William and Mary) and Charles Turland 
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the Turland brothers – Charles and Philip (sons of Charles and Lavinia), the two Westle 
brothers Henry and William (Barnardos boys who had been fostered and schooled in 
Bugbrooke) and Horace White (son of Arthur and Ellen). Before the war they had a 
variety of jobs such as grocer, labourer, motor works apprentice and tailor – now all to be 
soldiers. 

Because of the effect of the war on shipping in food from overseas, the Board of 
Trade issued a notice recommending the use of glucose for sweetening instead of sugar 
until fresh stocks arrive. It was available from the Yeast Company and No 11 Marefare at 
2 pence (old pence – just less than 1p) a pound in glass jams. It was reported that it was 
quite transparent, like treacle and tasted like honey and treacle mixed. 

Rifle ranges were prepared at Nobottle and Harpole for training and a number of 
soldiers were billeted in Kislingbury. Many big guns were transported along the railway 
and Belgian refugees came to live in some empty cottages in Litchborough. 

Three sons of the school master, Frank Wright, enlisted at the start of the war. Frank 
William Wright was born in Stoneleigh in Warwickshire like his brother Reginald before 
his father came to Bugbrooke School. Frank married Clara Jane Brooke in 1907 and was 
working as a Newspaper reporter in Huddersfield before the war. He had served in the 
Territorial Force, in volunteer battalions of the Royal West Surrey and the Duke of 
Wellington’s Regiments. He enlisted in 12th (Service) Battalion, the York and Lancaster 
Regiment, raised in Sheffield on 5 September 1914, on 11 September. 

The youngest Wright brother, Percy, was born in Bugbrooke. He followed his eldest 
brother into the profession of journalist before enlisting on 20 October in 8th Battalion, 
The Sherwood Foresters (Notts & Derby Regiment).  

Reginald Wright, who was believed to have previous service in the Royal Engineers 
and was therefore a Reservist, attested at Huddersfield on 4 December 1914 in the Army 
Service Corps (ASC), to be employed in Motor Transport. He had married Olive Ellis in 
1912 and was working as a motor mechanic. 

The initial German attack through Belgium met stiff defence which allowed the 
French to prepare and the British Expeditionary Army to land. The battle at Mons followed 
and the Germans pressed towards Paris but were then pushed back to the River Aisne. 
Both sides’ hope of a quick win was soon dashed as they faced each other across the 
trenches.  
David Marshall (for The 100 Years Project) 
 

Bugbrooke in the Great War - A Nurse’s Story 
We already know of over 150 men with a connection to Bugbrooke who volunteered 
during the First World War, many of them early on, before the full horror of trench warfare 
was realised. But women also became involved in the war in some way, especially as it 
dragged on. However, some had volunteered early on, just as the young men had – one of 
these was local girl Evelyn Moore. 

Evelyn Moore was the daughter of successful local farmer John Moore and his wife 
Harriett West Moore (née Kenning). Evelyn (or Eva as she was known informally) was 
born on 29 December 1874 in Bugbrooke, the second of six children. Clearly well-
educated, she had qualified as a nurse at the Royal Berkshire Hospital in Reading, 
Berkshire, where she was resident in the nurses’ home in 1901. In 1911 she was living in 
lodgings at Goring-on-Thames while still employed as a nurse at that same hospital. 

Very shortly after the outbreak of war, on 7 August 1914, Evelyn volunteered to 
serve as a nurse and was accepted into Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing 
Service, allocated to its Reserve for the duration of the war (QAIMNSR). Just one week 
later, on 14 August, Evelyn reported for duty at the established Military General Hospital 
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at Shorncliffe on the Kent coast. This site expanded rapidly 
as it was the main port of arrival for casualties from the 
Western Front. It was also the nearest port of entry for 
Belgian and French refugees, and later was the holding 
camp for Canadian forces entering the war and the site of a 
new Canadian General Hospital. Evelyn wrote home to her 
mother in Bugbrooke at least twice during the early period 
and fortunately the text of the letters has been preserved by 
the school. From these we know that she was involved in the 
treatment of officer casualties and that she saw a large 
number of civilian refugees in a pitiable state. 
        However, Evelyn was to miss much of the later 
expansion for she was posted to the Middle East, ready for 
promotion to Sister. She joined the Hospital Ship Gloucester 
Castle (a former Castle Line passenger liner) at 
Southampton and sailed for Egypt on 1 November, only 
arriving at Alexandria on 4 June 1915.  En route, she had as 
expected been appointed Sister, from 5 November. 
        Evelyn spent the remainder of the war in the Middle 
East, serving at General Hospitals in Alexandria, Basra and 

Baghdad, but also making at least one return trip to Southampton in Gloucester Castle 
(later torpedoed, on 30 March 1917).  She also had three separate periods in hospital 
herself, the last in India with ’flu. Evelyn returned to England on 19 February 1919 for 
well-deserved leave, followed by demobilisation on 26 March. 

She was twice Mentioned in Despatches and was awarded 
the Royal Red Cross, 2nd Class [or Associate] (post-nominal 
ARRC), “For Distinguished Service in the Field” as announced in 
the London Gazette Supplement of 2 May 1916, on page 4429
(an example pictured, right). 

Evelyn had qualified for the 1914-15 Star, the British War 
Medal and the Victory Medal (with bronze oak leaf emblem, 
denoting the ‘mentions’) to accompany her ARRC. 

Her father had died on 9 July 1904 and sadly her mother 
died on 2 September 1916 while Evelyn was serving away from 
home, though she would by then have known of her daughter’s 
decoration. Both parents are buried in the local churchyard. 

Evelyn gave Bugbrooke as her demobilisation address, though her official 
next-of-kin was her younger brother Frank, who was living in London by then.  She 
apparently did not return to nursing and on 3 November 1924 married childless and 
widowed local farmer Thomas Brittain Harris from Fosters Booth, ten years her senior. 
He died on 18 February 1937, aged 73, while the widow Evelyn lived on in Fosters 
Booth, until she died in hospital in Daventry on 24 January 1963, aged 88. 
Roger Colbourne (for the 100 Years Project) 
 

Can You Help? 
The following men are listed on the war memorial in Bugbrooke Church, but we can 
find no information about them. If you know anything about these men please phone 
Geoff Cooke on 01604 832125. 

Albert Reuben Davis, F Garret, G Howard, W Mills, W J Paxton, A Smith. 
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The Wireless Schoolmaster  

Frank W Wright was Master of Bugbrooke School during the First World War. He was 
granted a licence for the wireless he had made in 1909 but, when War was declared in 
1914, GPO officials visited the school and broke up the wireless so that no state 
secrets would reach Bugbrooke over the air waves. However, this did not stop Frank 
Wright. It was easy for him to put the wireless back together, which he did at least 
three times following subsequent visits from the GPO. The outside aerial was 
dismantled of course, and there was no visible sign of the apparatus.  

But Frank moved his working wireless to an attic room, away from prying eyes. 
He listened in to news of the progress of the War. It must have been very worrying for 
him as his sons and many scholars were fighting in France. 

After the War his eldest son, also called Frank, wrote an interesting article in the 
Daily Express, for which he was a correspondent. In it he recounts the story of his 
father and the wireless in the attic. 

When I researched the life of Frank Wright for my book ‘A Head of His Time’, I 
spoke to his grandson, who told me that Frank’s wife, Alice, did not know about the 
wireless in the attic until the home-help went up there to clean and came to ask what 
she should do with the contraption that was up there – wires and headphones and 
things. Alice Wright was shocked by her husband’s secrecy, but the Wireless was 
NEVER totally lost. Many of the children who learnt of wireless technology from Frank 
Wright, went on to become wireless technicians and operators both during the war and 
afterwards. 

‘A Head of his Time’ the life and times of Frank Wright by Patricia Kent is 
available price £10  from the Post Office. 
Pat Kent 
 

Bugbrooke History Group  
Medieval Remains 
An archaeological survey of part of the Millennium Green destined to become a 
graveyard, has revealed evidence of remains of a Medieval Agricultural Community. 
This news comes as no great surprise to many of us who suspected that the old 
village of Bugbrooke was sited there by the church and the brook. Later, houses were 
built on higher land (High Street) so as to avoid flooding, and the stones for building 
were taken from the medieval structures. A small magnetometer survey conducted by 
Bugbrooke History Group a couple of years ago also showed anomalies which pointed 
to this conclusion. Before the ground is used for burying, a full survey will be 
completed, so that a record will be made of any artefacts found and the medieval 
buildings mapped as far as is possible. The work will be carried out by a professional 
team and we hope there will be opportunities for members of the History Group to be 
involved, or at least kept well informed of progress on the site. 

I have discovered that ‘medieval’ has a wide time line: 476 to 1485. Slightly 
different for other European countries. 

For our September meeting several people have offered to bring mementos of 
the First World War and to share memories of relatives or friends (not necessarily from 
Bugbrooke). I know that there is plenty to provide a full and varied programme; some 
very interesting stories to tell and to listen to. This will be reported in the next edition of 
LINK. 
Pat Kent (secretary) 01604 830518, tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 
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Library News 
Mobile Library 
It’s great to see more people using this facility. The choice of books is good there, and 
you can always order something you particularly want. The first Saturday of each 
month the Mobile Library is at the junction of Pilgrims Lane and Meadway, 10.15am-
11:15am. Don’t forget that if we don’t use it we shall lose it!! There are some very 
lovely cards on sale there too. 
Community Café Books 
This little library is going from strength to strength. A BIG THANK YOU to everyone 
who has donated their used books. With your generous gifts of so many varied books 
we are able to keep ever changing, interesting volumes on the shelves. Thanks to you 
we now have a wonderful selection from which you may buy or borrow. 
Pat Kent 
 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Our monthly meetings are held in Nether Heyford Village Hall on the fourth Monday of 
each month at 7:45pm. 

We have enjoyed a lovely summer with wonderful sunny days and great days 
out. As well as our usual meetings, we spent an afternoon in Julia's beautiful garden in 
Kislingbury and had a Sunday workshop where we were taught a traditional and a   
contemporary design. We are fortunate to have Simone and Janet who give of their 
time so willingly to encourage and inspire. Congratulations to Janet who gained 2nd 
prize at a prestigious competition in Oxford with her design inspired by Rodin's 'The 
Kiss'. Our October meeting is our Ruby Celebration and is for members only. 

On 24 November National Demonstrator, Ian Buxton, presents 'Christmas 
Comes'. 
Jane Barker 
 

Bugbrooke Skate Park Fund Committee 
This group has been formed to raise funds to build a skate park in Bugbrooke. It is 
important to offer such facilities to younger members of the community, promoting 
healthier, more active leisure pursuits. Children will skateboard, scooter and BMX in 
the village so let’s give them a purpose built place to do it. 

We are still obtaining quotes and plans for the park as there are many different 
surfaces and styles that need to be looked at and in the meantime we are obtaining 
the relevant permissions with regard to the land and planning to be able to proceed.   
We have identified a number of grants that we can apply for and are working towards 
being in a position to submit applications by building up funds to show that we are a 
serious and committed group. A lot of work is needed but research shows other 
communities have pulled together and completed the project within a couple of years. 

What is vitally important is having support from the younger community to show 
that this is a much needed resource. Letters of support can be used in our grant 
applications so please ask your children to write and pass these letters on to Anna 
Musson at 65 Pilgrims Lane. 

For the committee to show its commitment to this project a number of fundraising 
events have taken place and more are being organised. In July a skate ramp event 
was held at the Community Centre which attracted many children and we also held the 
garage sale. Both events raised in the region of £300. 



34 

 

 



35 

We are also holding the New Year’s Eve disco at the Community Centre from 7.30 
pm to 1 am.  Tickets cost £10 for adults and £5 for children, bring your own snacks and 
drinks.  This is normally run by Gillian Stone but she has kindly offered the Community 
Centre to us to help with our fundraising and further promote the fund. Please email 
supercoops75@gmail.com to book your tickets now as they are selling fast. 

We have also arranged a fundraising lift tower abseil for May so watch this space to 
take part in that amazing experience. 

We currently have a small number of parents involved but we do need to have the 
help and support of many more.  This is only going to be possible with the support of the 
community and to run successful events we need more help.  We have a Facebook page 
which we encourage you to join and you will then get details of meetings and fundraising 
events but please meet us in person too.  The page is called ‘Bugbrooke Skate Park 
Fund’.   Please ‘Like’ it now and share it so that we can get as many people as possible 
involved.   
Julie Tompkins for Bugbrooke Skate Park Fund Committee 
 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Pre-school  
We held our AGM in July as a number of committee members were standing down.  
Forming the new committee before the summer break means that when the new year 
starts everyone is raring to go! Huge thanks must be given to our departing members, 
Kathryn Brickwood, Kate Meech and Faye Shaw, all of whom had volunteered for a 
number of years and been involved in many fundraising events along with officer duties. 
We welcomed two new members, Debbie Moran and Harriett Dufty and also appointed a 
new chairperson, Nicola Chapman and secretary, Julie Gregory. All the committee must 
be thanked for their time that is given voluntarily and they are already planning a busy 
year of enjoyable fundraising events. 

The summer raffle and sports day were very successful, it was a lovely summer’s 
morning and I think it is some time since we have seen so many families together at Pre-
school, it was an impressive turn-out. The children enjoyed all their events and the raffle 
raised around £230. We must thank a number of local businesses for their donations of 
prizes; Jonathan Barker (Horts); Bugbrooke Community Café; Katie Gummer (Usbourne 
Books); Nicola Bolden (Nail Addict) along with many prizes received from larger local 
organisations such as Northampton Saints, NTFC and Nuffield Gym.   

Over the summer holidays the committee members also ran some Stay and Play 
events. These are fun mornings for children and parents to meet up and take part in an 
activity or for the children to play together in or out doors. An impressive £120 was raised 
and more events will be held in the school holidays throughout the year so please look out 
for details. 

If you, a friend or family member has a child aged 2 to 4 years and would be 
interested in looking around Pre-school please contact me on the number below or via 
email as we are now filling our spaces for the year ahead. Please note that our Tuesday 
morning session is specifically for children starting school next September and is a great 
opportunity for children to build friendships and prepare for the move.  There is 
government funding available for some 2 year old children to attend Pre-school and to 
see if you are eligible for this please check the Northamptonshire County Council website 
where there is an ‘online eligibility checker’. If you are unable to access this please give 
me a call on the number below. 

If you would like any information on any of the above or to look around our new and 
improved facilities please contact Julie Tompkins on 07563 574155 or at 
bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. 
Julie Tompkins 
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Stay and Play 
session 

Pictures 
from 
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Bugbrooke Scenes 

25 years ago 
Top; The old clapper bridge 

Left and below: Looking across the 

fields from the end of Johns Road 

Gwynneth White 
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Jesus Fellowship - Bugbrooke Chapel 
Hymn singing seems to be popular, and we have had many visitors to our Saturday 
afternoon sessions of singing old hymns. Our next event is: 

Traditional Hymn Singing:  Saturday 25th October @ 2.30pm. No preaching, 
some prayers, and finish at 3.30 with refreshments. Led by Brian Britten, if you 
would like to request a hymn, call Brian on 0773 622 7261. 

Our Sunday morning meetings are: 
Chapel open at 10.30 for 11am start, finish 12.30 with tea and biscuits 

afterwards. We welcome visitors, and we try to make everyone feel comfortable. 
The focus of the services will be as follows: 

Healing Service. Sunday October 5th. We especially welcome those who 
would like to receive prayer for healing. This includes a simple laying on of hands 
and anointing with oil. John Thomason will explain the reasons, and Dr Judith Hunt 
will speak into the relationship of faith and medical care. If you would like to speak 
to John before the service call 0796 634 1221. 

Sunday October 12th: No Chapel meeting - main meeting at Northampton 
Jesus Centre, Abington Street, Northampton. 

Marriage Blessing Service. Sunday October 19th: This is especially for those 
who would like a blessing on their marriage, or a blessing on their family. We are 
well aware that there are many pressures on family life today, and we believe that 
Jesus is interested in your family, imperfect though it may be. If you were not 
married in Church, you may want a blessing. Steve Oakey will be leading, and if 
you would like to speak to Steve beforehand, call 0774 077 4176. 

Baptism Service. Sunday October 26th: Baptists have a particular belief that 
baptism is for those who have made an adult decision to follow Jesus, and be 
baptised by full immersion in water. The Jesus Fellowship hold fast to this tradition, 
and so we shall be having at least one baptism in the baptismal pool in the chapel. 
An exciting time for all, and we welcome those who wish to simply observe. An 
explanation of baptism will be given by Ed Hunt. If you would like to know more 
speak to Ed on 0788 546 0172. 
John Thomason 
 

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
The FC committee for the coming season is: President John Curtis; Chairman 
Kevin Gardner; Vice-Chairman Paul Field; Secretary Graham Connew; Treasurers 
Willy Marriott and Lorraine Gardner; Youth Secretary Pat Hillery; Membership 
Secretary Teresa Field; NFA Rep Debbie Preston; Welfare Officer Lesley Connew; 
Premises Manager Ron Birch; Groundsman David Sharp; Maintenance Manager 
Peter Louch; Team Managers for the season will be 1st XI  Colin Cooper; Reserves 
Chris Brown; ‘A’s Graham Derby; ‘B’s Conrad Nancarrow; U18s Steve Reeve; U16s 
Paul Kelley; U15s Duncan Middleton; U14s Nigel Thomas; U12s Kent Love and 
Dale Walton; U11s Dan Ainsworth; U10s Bob Love; U9s Steve Livesey. 

This team constitutes probably the largest club in the county. Anyone else 
wishing to join and help out, particularly in the cleaning department and kitchen 
assistance, is welcome to contact Kevin Gardner. 

At the time of writing (1 September) the 1st Team has played 5 games and is 
currently 2nd in the league, whilst the Reserves have played 5 games and are top 
of their division. All other teams get going in September and have played practice 
games in readiness for the season. We wish them every success and hope they 
can emulate the top 2 teams in the way they start the season. 
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During the summer the club sent a senior team to our twinning village of Vöhl in 
Germany to take part in the 150th celebration of the formation of TSV Vöhl. We took 
part in a tournament and came 4th, and also participated in a Carnival Parade which 
was greatly appreciated by Vöhl. Next year the club will be taking 3 youth teams to Vöhl 
in May to play games against other youth teams. The U15s, U14s and U12s will be 
going under the leadership of Willy Marriott. Anyone interested in going on the 6-day 
trip should contact Willy on 831606. 
John Curtis 
 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Another summer has come to an end at the Doc White Ground, with mixed results on 
the pitch, but plenty of fun enjoyed off it. 

The first team battled hard throughout the season but suffered a late slump to 
finish in the relegation places in NCL Division 8. The seconds, meanwhile, secured their 
place in Division 13 for another season. 

Off the field has seen a packed summer full of events as we took advantage of the 
pavilion improvements carried out last winter, including a number of family nights 
welcoming new and old faces into the club. 

We now look forward to our end of season events, with the Senior Presentation 
night set to be held at the club this year, taking place on Friday 24 October, starting at 
7:30pm. Tickets, including catering, are just £7.50 and all are welcome. Please contact 
Ciaran Thomas on ciaran.thomas@ntlworld.com for more information. 

Our junior players will once again have their end of season presentation day, 
including the traditional lads v dads match, which will take place on Sunday October 12, 
led by Graham Derby. 

The pavilion improvements will continue once again this winter, turning our 
attention to some of the areas we didn’t quite get round to last year, including the bar 
and kitchen. 

As part of this work we are looking to replace the aging kitchen units, and if 
anyone is replacing their own kitchen this winter, the club would be extremely grateful if 
you could consider donating any unwanted units. 
Ciaran Thomas 

Crime Statistics – Update from PCSO Jen Harrison, Heyfords and Bugbrooke Wards 
June 
- 2 thefts from motor vehicles, Johns Road, Bugbrooke 
- 2 thefts from motor vehicles, Chipsey Avenue, Bugbrooke 
- Possession of Controlled Drugs, Village Hall car park, Nether Heyford 
- Theft from a person, Church Lane, Bugbrooke. 
July 
- Suspicious male found walking down side access of a residential property in 

Johns Road, Bugbrooke. When located, claimed to be selling chain saws and left the 
area. 
 



43 



 

ATM Machines 
On Saturday 7th June at 11:20am, a victim had his card stolen whilst using the ATM at 
Barclays Bank, Watling Street, Towcester. The suspect stood closely behind the victim 
and distracted him by stating that his “ticket had not come out”. He then stole the 
victim’s card and escaped. 

Be vigilant when using ATM machines, if possible use the machine inside the 
bank, do not write down your PIN number, always shield your PIN number when using 
cash machines, and avoid unnecessary distractions. Do not turn around and speak to 
anyone until you have completed your transaction. 
Tips for Rogue Builders 

 - Be wary of cheap estimates or quotes and make sure you obtain several 
quotes in writing 

- A reputable builder will never ask for payment up front 
- Ask family/friends for recommendations or use one of the Trading Standards 

‘Buy with Confidence’ Approved Traders 
- If the builder is available to start immediately this can be a sign that they have 

moved  from another area, which rogue builders often do 
- Check any claims made suggesting they are associated with larger companies 

or approved code schemes 
- Do not buy such services on the doorstep – always avoid cold callers. 

Security 
House, (probably your most valuable asset) 

- Front doors should have a 5-lever mortice deadlock and a cylinder rim latch, 
(Yale type lock) 

- If no spy hole, make sure you look out of a window before opening the door 
- Fit security chain and use before opening door. These should not be left on all 

the time 
- Never leave keys in locks at night and keep them out of sight 
- All windows should be fitted with a key operated lock. Those on an upper floor 

close to the roof of an extension or garage are especially at risk 
- When the house is empty close all windows and lock them 
- Keep your front and back doors locked – even when you are at home 
- A burglar alarm is recommended as it is a proven deterrent. 

Valuables 
- All valuable items such as TV’s, DVD, MP3 players, Laptops, etc, should be 

marked with your postcode, using an ultraviolet pen. For extra security, use 
‘SmartWater’ property coding where a chemical trace, similar to DNA, is used to ‘code’ 
property and valuables 

- Avoid leaving valuable items on view from windows and doors 
- Consider using a safe if you have items of value, but not before having them 

valued and photographed 
- Keep car keys out of sight and away from the front door so that they can’t be 

‘fished’ out through the letterbox. Some homes are targeted just to find keys to steal 
the owner’s car 

- Never open the door, unless you are certain of the person calling. Remember, 
“Distraction Burglars” will use any convincing explanation in order to gain entry to your 
house. Don’t be afraid to ask them for identity and question their reasons for visiting 
your home. IF YOU ARE NOT SURE DON’T OPEN THE DOOR. 
Holidays 

- When property is to be empty for a night or more, speak to a trustworthy 
neighbour telling them for how long you will be away 
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- Providing you know them well enough, ask them to remove mail from the 
letterbox and open and close curtains/blinds at different times 

- If you have left a space on your driveway, ask your neighbour to park their car 
there for a few nights. THIS IS HOW NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEMES WORK. 
Garden and Outdoor  

- Install passive infra-red (PIR) lights wherever there is access to doors and 
windows at the front and back of the property 

- Up-and-over garage doors need to be fitted with bolts that can be slid into the 
door frame 

- Never leave a garage door unlocked especially if it has a connecting door to the 
house 

- Sheds are often an easy target. To secure the doors and windows, invest in 
strong locks and key operated bolts 

- Fit a shed alarm 
- Store ladders out of sight and lock all garden tools in the shed or garage. Do not 

make it easy for a burglar by presenting him with hand tools for a break-in 
- Any ladders that have to be stored outside should be chained and padlocked to 

a wall. 
Car 

- Do not leave work tools in your vehicle, especially overnight 
- Never leave electronic items on display, e.g. Sat Navs, MP3 Players 
- Park your car in a garage or a well lit area 
- Even when a car is fitted with an alarm and immobilizer, consider fitting a 

steering wheel lock. 
Counterfeit Currency 
A member of the NHW Northampton Area Support team was passed a ten pound note 
in his change by a supermarket in Northampton. It was later recognised as being a 
counterfeit note, when purchasing an item at another shop. 

He returned to the supermarket and after some discussion they were persuaded 
to exchange the note for a legal one. 

PLEASE BE EXTRA CAREFUL WHEN RECEIVING NOTES OF ANY 
DENOMINATION AND ENSURE THAT YOU DO NOT GET CAUGHT OUT. 

Things that can show up on a forgery vary, but can include: 
- The quality of the paper on which the note is printed 
- The quality of the printing 
- The Watermark of the Queen’s head, and 
- The silver markings, (e.g. the stripe left of centre which appears as a dark grey 

line, and the silver star to the left of the note on which the denomination is marked). 
If you are not sure, check a note of each denomination to be sure how they look, 

and hold them up to the light to look for the watermark. 
Scams Awareness 
Northamptonshire Police are investigating an incident that occurred in Greens Norton 
on the 14th July, where a man called at a house on Blakesley Hill purporting to be from 
Anglian Water. He tried to gain access by saying that he wanted to take a sample for 
testing purposes. He was denied access, and on checking, Anglian Water said they 
had no one working in Greens Norton. 

 We want you to help us encourage your neighbours, relatives and friends to 
report scams or attempted scams to www.actionfraud.police.uk or phone 0300 123 
2040. 
Call Northamptonshire Police on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800555111 
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  
News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 
 
Sunday Services  
Please note Service Changes 
8:00am  BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
9:45am  1st Sunday in the month Holy Communion 
  2nd Sunday in the month Morning Praise 
  3rd Sunday in the month Morning Worship 
  4th Sunday in the Month Morning Prayer 
  5th Sunday in the month watch for details 
6:00pm  Last Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’  
 a service of Praise and Worship. 
  

Other Services 
Mondays during term time 2:00pm to 3:15pm ‘Mini Messy Church’ in Church 
First Wednesday in the month: 9:30am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady Chapel  
Third Wednesday in the month: 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel 
 

Regular Events 
Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 
Thursdays 9am to 11:15am Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School 
Rooms 
Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  
Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someone’s House)  
  Fellowship and Bible Study at 4 Smitherway 
 

Dates for the Diary 
26 October - Bible Sunday  
Sunday 9 November 10:45am - Remembrance Sunday. An opportunity for the village 
to get together to remember those who gave their lives for our freedom in Two World 
Wars and other Theatres of War and Conflict 
 
Next edition, all you will want to know about Christmas 2014 at St Michael’s 

 
 
 
 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 
Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 Enquires about marriage ring 831621 

For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers 
If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 
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Diary 

Mon 

6 
7:30pm WI - Annual General Meeting CC 

Sat 

11 
2:00pm Guides Jumble Sale CC 

Sat 

11 

3:00 -

4:30pm 

Daventry Branch of PDGCBR 5-bell Striking 

Competition (followed by service) 
Ch 

Mon 

20 
2:30pm 

U3A Group 

‘The Story of the Alpaca’ by Caroline Trotter 
CC 

Mon 

27 
7:45pm 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society  

‘The Eye of the Beholder’ by Ann Horsley - 

members only 

NHVH 

  
Pre-School Halloween Disco (Under 8s) 

(Look out for posters) 
VH 

Mon 

3 
7:30pm WI - Recycle and Renew CC 

Sun 

9 
10:45am Remembrance Sunday Service Ch 

Wed 

12 
7:30pm 

History Group - ‘The History of Eating and 

Shopping and Food Manufacture’ by John 

Paul Carr 

CC 

Mon 

17 
2:30pm 

U3A Group - ‘London to Birmingham by Rail’ 

by Roger Mason 
CC 

Mon 

24 
7:45pm 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society  

‘Christmas Comes’ by Ian Buxton 
NHVH 

Fri 

21 
7:30pm Pre-School Fish & Chip Quiz SS 

Thu 

4 
7:00pm Tree of Eternal Light Service Ch 

Fri 

5 
tbc Pre-School Tea with Santa (under 8s) VH 

Fri 

5 
7:30pm 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 

Wine Tasting 
CC 

October 

November 

December 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels,  CC - Community Centre,  SS - Sunday School, 
VH - Village Hall,  NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall 

54 

October 

Half Term 



This lovely atmospheric photo of early morning mist was taken by Nigel Burt on an early 

morning walk looking over the fields from the canal bridge by the wharf. Thank you, Nigel! 

Thanks 
John and Brenda Earl wish to thank family and friends for the lovely flowers and cards sent to 
them on their Diamond Wedding Anniversary. Many Blessings to you all. 
 
Shirley, Sarahlee and Sean Richards would like to thank all their friends and neighbours for 
the cards of condolence and the kindness shown to them following the recent death of 
Charlie. Thanks also to Steven for the lovely service and to the ladies at Bugbrooke 
Community Café for the excellent buffet. With grateful thanks. 

 

Missing 
Has anyone else had a pot missing from a grave in the churchyard in the last 
two months?  A grey granite one has been stolen from my father’s grave. If 
anyone can shed a light on this can you please contact me on 01604 831217. 
Dawn Bastin 
 

Emailed to the Link 
The (August) magazine was fascinating, especially the details of Bugbrooke life in 1914 in 
the run up to the Great War. My great uncle (Phillip Campion) left the family farm in 
Bugbrooke ("The Homestead") - to enlist with the Warwickshire Yeomanry after the harvest 
of 1914 - he went on to survive Gallipoli and Palestine before returning home to the village. 
Jon Campion 
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