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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 191), April 2015 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

. 
Thanks for continuing to support your village magazine with 
articles, contributions and paying for the adverts that allows us 
to get such a quality publication printed every couple of 
months. 

This issue has an historical feel, with items related to the Great War, the 
archaeological dig near the Church and the English Magna Carta of 1215. 

Just by walking round the village you can see history in the making, with the 
new houses being built and businesses closing or changing hands. You get some 
clues from street names but at one time there were wheelwrights and carpenters, 
ladder and soap making, blacksmiths, lace making, builders and coal merchants. 
The shops included butchers, bakers, grocers, newsagents and of course a post 
office! 

Of course, we love to receive the news about current events in the village and 
colour photos really help to bring the magazine to life. Please help to write the next 
chapter in the history of Bugbrooke. 

The LINK AGM is at 7.30 pm on Thursday 07 May 2015 at 31 Pilgrims Lane. 
Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 

impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and websites, 
including all issues of LINK back to July 1983 as well as current and historical 
information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 04 
May 2015, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 
preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
Parish Council elections take place on the same day as the national election, May 
7th. We have 15 councillors which is our full complement. There are 13 men and 2 
women on the current council, and we are hoping that others will put themselves up 
for election so we can get a good balance of opinion throughout the village. If you 
want to put your name forward application forms can be obtained from the Election 
Monitoring Officer at South Northants Council. Applications close at 10 a.m. on April 
9th. 

The council has objected to the erection of 4 large wind turbines near the 
Bugbrooke to Kislingbury Road. They felt the location was environmentally 
unsuitable and encouraged the industrialisation of the countryside. South Northants 
Council will be making a decision in April. They have already turned down one 
smaller turbine on the same site for environmental reasons. We are expecting the 
application to be appealed to the Government if it is turned down, but the current 
Environment Secretary expressed a desire to refuse more wind farms on land. 

The council is due to receive about £25,000 from Persimmon as part of a 
Section 106  agreement associated with their planning permission at Johns Road. It 
can be spent on improving village facilities such as dog bins, seats, tree planting. 

Front Page:   The Easter Chicks were made by the Café’s Knit and Natter Group 
and sold to make money for the café.  
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The council is already considering new bus shelters in locations where they are able 
to erect them. These may be confirmed by the time you read this article. If you have 
any ideas about where public facilities can be improved please contact the Parish 
Clerk on 832838 or talk to her at the Community Café on Tuesday mornings. 

The new path from Georges Close to Johns Road has now been completed and 
planted with trees and shrubs. It is hoped that, in time, the plants will create a good 
wildlife habitat. The archaeological dig at the Millennium Green has also been 
completed and a full report will be delivered to the village by the end of May. Initial 
suggestions show mediaeval remains indicating the early village site plus the remains 
of a horse. 

The Post Office was closed in February but the council is led to believe 
discussions are taking place to reopen in another location. The Post Office advises 
these may take a few weeks, and indicate a new office could be available at some 
time in the Summer. 

The Parish Council continues to write to NCC Highways every month about the 
state of the surface in Smitherway. We will continue to do so until they come to the 
conclusion it needs resurfacing, People living there might wish to express their 
concerns to our County Council representative who is already aware of the Parish 
Council’s views. 

The council has written a letter of support to the Rugby Club to enhance its 
chances of getting grant money towards their new clubhouse. The club will also be 
erecting a new fence during the summer to delineate the line of the footpath from 
Pilgrims Lane to Wards Lodge. There are many people getting concerned about dog 
mess on the Playing Fields and are wondering what would happen if a player fell on 
dogs mess and got a serious infection. The implications of costs in the event of a civil 
complaint are also being expressed. In view of these concerns and the increasing 
amount of dog mess on the pitches it may become necessary to follow the pattern of 
neighbouring parishes and make a complete ban on any dogs on our Playing Fields. 
John Curtis  Chairman 

New Funding Sources Available For Village Organisations 
Village organisations now have two new potential funding sources. 

FIRST    The Parish Council has set aside a fund of £5,000 to enable local 
organisations to apply for funding of up to £500.  Applications will be considered at the 
March, June, September and December meetings.  Details can be obtained either 
from the LINK website, or by contacting the Clerk to the Parish Council – Mrs Sally 
Bramley-Brown on 01604 832838 or email  Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com  

SECOND       Applications can be made to South Northants Council for a grant 
from the Bugbrooke share of the New Homes Bonus Fund.  The amount available for 
2015 – 2016 is approximately £6,500 in total.  Anyone wishing to apply should contact 
Katie Arnold, Grants Administration Officer at South Northants Council  - 
Katie.Arnold@southnorthants.gov.uk. She will provide details of how to apply and the 
terms and conditions. 

Wanted, garage or storage for classic car, preferably in or around Bugbrooke. 
Willing to pay. Please call Steve on 07793559910  

The Original PizzaBox - Wood-fired pizza from £5 - Wednesdays 5:30pm to 8:30pm 
-  The Bakers Arms car park. Full info @ facebook.com/theoriginalpizzabox 

mailto:Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
mailto:Katie.Arnold@southnorthants.gov.uk
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Take My Son. . . 
While deleting old files on my computer to free up space I 
rediscovered the following:- 

A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art.  
They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to Raphael and 
would often sit together admiring the great works of art. 

When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went to war but died in battle while 
rescuing another soldier. The father was deeply bereaved for his only son. 

A month later, there was a knock at the door and a young man stood at the door 
with a large package in his hands. He said, ‘Sir, you don’t know me, I am one of the 
soldiers your son gave his life for. He was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck 
him in the heart, he died instantly. Your son often talked about you, and your love for 
art.’ The young man held out this package. ‘I know this isn’t much. I’m not really a great 
artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to have this.’ Opening the package 
the father found a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the 
way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father was 
so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man 
and offered to pay him for the picture, ‘Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did 
for me. It’s a gift.’ The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came 
to his home he took them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of 
the other great works he had collected. 

The man died a few months later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings. 
Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an 
opportunity to purchase one for their collection. On the platform sat the painting of the 
son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. ‘We will start the bidding with this picture of the 
son. Who will bid for this picture?’ There was silence.... Then a voice in the back of the 
room shouted, ‘We want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one.’ But the auctioneer 
persisted. ‘Will somebody bid for this painting? Who will start the bidding? £100, £200?’  
Another voice angrily. ‘We didn’t come to see this painting. We came to see the Van 
Gogh’s, the Rembrandts. Get on with the Real bids!’ But still the auctioneer continued. 
‘The son! The son! Who’ll take the son?’  Finally, a voice came from the very back of the 
room. It was the long time gardener of the man and his son. ‘I’ll give £10 for the 
painting...’ Being a poor man, it was all he could afford.’We have £10, who will bid £20?’ 
‘Give it to him for £10. Let’s see the masters.’ uttered the angry crowd. 

They wanted the more worthy investments for their collections.  
The auctioneer pounded the gavel.. ‘Going once, twice, SOLD for £10!’  
A man sitting on the second row shouted, ‘Now let’s get on with the collection!’  
The auctioneer laid down his gavel. ‘I’m sorry, the auction is over..’  
‘What about the paintings?’ ‘I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was 
told of a secret stipulation in the will... I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until 
this time. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that 
painting would inherit the entire estate, including the paintings.  
The man who took the son gets everything!’  

God gave His son over 2,000 years ago to die on the Cross. Much like the 
auctioneer, His message today is: ‘The Son, the Son, who’ll take the Son?’  
Because, you see, whoever takes the Son gets everything! 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 
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Spring Craft Fair at the Community Centre  
Northants Greyhound Rescue 25th April 12noon to 4p.m. Hot Food available. Contact 
Debbie Lee 07803585793 to book. 

Christian Aid, house to house collections 
The main income for Christian Aid is the annual house to house collection in Christian 
Aid week (this year May 11-16). The envelopes will be delivered by the Guides on May 
7th and collected the following week by a volunteer. Please give generously for the 
poorest of the world. It's becoming more difficult to recruit volunteers, so please contact 
me if you could help in your area. 
Lack of volunteers is the reason the collection for the upkeep of our beautiful 
churchyard had to stop 3 years ago. Unlike many other churchyards ours is lovingly 
cared for by people from the community, but it costs about £1000 a year for petrol, 
equipment, repair of paths and work on the many trees. The Parish Council will match 
what we raise up to £500. It is YOUR churchyard, so we'd welcome any donation you'd 
like to make, either to the Rectory or Church office in Church Lane. 
Thank you. 
Sue Pace (churchyard manager) 832516 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our February meeting was full of bows and arrows. Peter Brearley brought an amazing 
collection of the weapons and explained how they had developed from the Mongol 
type, made from horse and goat, through to an American technological wonder. The 
development of bows and arrows followed the improvement of body armour which 
protected the army from attack. As the armour became less penetrable, the arrows 
became more lethal. Archers in the days of Henry V could let fly 12 arrows per minute 
so Shakespeare wasn’t exaggerating when he said that the sky above Agincourt was 
black with arrows. There could be thousands there at any one time. We didn’t get to let 
fly any arrows at our meeting, but experiencing the weight of the bows was enough to 
make me realise that archery is no easy sport. 

The archeological dig on the Millennium Green has been very interesting, and 
although the weather has not been wonderful people who visited the site were able to 
help out with scraping and washing. The trenches revealed ancient walls, drainage 
ditches and rubbish tips. A substantial number of finds include a lot of pottery, part of a 
horse’s skeleton and other animal bones. We plan to exhibit these finds as soon as we 
also have a full report from the team. Incidentally the team of archeologists who came 
from Warwick were very helpful and friendly. It has been a pleasure to have them 
working in the village.    

Our April meeting will be April 8th. Kate Wills will give an illustrated talk about the 
Road to Kingsthorpe. Kate is an experienced speaker, so please come and enjoy. By 
then we might have more information on medieval Bugbrooke. 
Pat Kent, Secretary Tel. 01604 830518   e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 

Cynthia Spencer Hospice Colour Run  
Why not join in the fun and enter our first ever Colour Run at Castle Ashby Gardens, 
where you can walk, run, jog or rumba around our 5km (approx) course. The twist is, at 
points around the course our wonderful volunteers will be poised to shower you with 
powdered paint.   

The powdered paint is food grade, non-toxic, bio-degradable and washable; so it’s 

mailto:tricanal@tiscali.co.uk
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kind to you and the environment. So come on, put a little colour in your life and get messy 
with us. 

 Date: Saturday 9th May 2015 
Venue: Castle Ashby Gardens 
Time: 10am 
 Events Fundraiser for the Hospice, Sarah Denston said “this is the first Colour Run 

the Hospice has done and it looks like it will be a great fun day for participants and 
spectators alike.” 

 For more information contact: Sarah Denston on 01604 678160 or 
sarah.denston@nhft.co.uk 

Cynthia Spencer Hospice Charity Proms 
Described as being “the Last Night of the Proms and a beginner’s introduction to opera all 
rolled into one”, this event is expected to have wide ranging appeal. 

Explains Community Fundraiser for the Hospice, Sue Bownass, “Our Proms night 
promises to be absolutely wonderful, not only will it appeal to the more seasoned opera 
enthusiasts, but we believe it will also appeal to a wider audience keen to have their first 
taste of a music extravaganza. The programme will include a number of old favourites 
including Elgar’s much-loved Pomp and Circumstance No1 – Land of Hope and Glory and 
of course, Rule Britannia, so there really will be something for everyone.” 

“The event has the potential of raising in excess of £30,000 which is vital for patient 
care at the Hospice, so we are so very grateful to Alison, the Birmingham Philharmonic as 
well as Michael Lloyd for all giving up their time to stage such a marvellous event; it 
should be spectacular.” 

 Date: Sunday 10th May 2015 
Venue: The Royal and Derngate 
Time: 7.30pm 
Tickets at R&D Box Office: www.royalandderngate.co.uk or 01604 624811 
For more information please contact: Sue Bownass on 01604 6788088. 

Community Access Home Support Services 
       TELEPHONE : 01327 341722 / 07894523756 
     Visit: http://www.communityaccesssupportnorthampton.co.uk 

Community Access Home Support Services offers a home support and companionship 
service to individuals who live independently but need a helping hand here and there so to 
maintain the lifestyle they want. This service offers person centered support promoting 
individuals choices in the home and supporting individuals to socially interact in the home 
and by getting out and about. 

Services: 
      Companionship                  Accessing Community 
      One on One support          Re-assurance calls 
      Meal preparation              Cleaning 
      Shopping                          Home-help 
      Attending appointments      Socializing 
Carol Collins (BSc) Has 25 years’ experience & Qualified within Health & Social 

Care. Competitive Rates. CRB Checked & Insured. 
            A local service, ran by a local for the locals. 
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and recreational 
activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-age onwards, 
country-wide.  Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and Community 
Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.30pm and non-members are 
welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Classics for 
Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Jigsaw Exchange, Literature, Luncheon 
Club, My Kind of Music, Play Reading and Scrabble. 
Future events: 
Monday 20 April at 2.30pm – ‘Garden Design and The Chelsea Flower Show’ by Rachel 
Myers.  An illustrated talk and personal view of the show. 
Monday 18 May at 2.30pm – The Annual General Meeting, followed by ‘Tea and Trivia’.  
Afternoon tea and a bit of fun; guests welcome. 
Enquiries to 01604-831627 or 01327-340407. 
Roger Colbourne 

Millennium Green 
It has been noticed that a huge hole 
appeared in part of the Millennium 
Green. This was not, as I was asked, 
preparation for a swimming pool, but an 
archaeological dig.  

This came about when a planning 
application was made to change this 
part of the Millennium Green to a 
churchyard. Without this extension, the 
existing churchyard will be full within a 
year or two and no further burials 
possible. 

As part of the usual requirements 
with such applications, a preliminary dig 
found sufficient medieval evidence to 
warrant a more thorough examination. 
The Parish Council kindly agreed to 
meet the cost of this work, and so the 
diggers moved in. It is anticipated that 
whatever is found will be put on display 
and a detailed archaeological report will 
be received. It is unlikely to be 
Boudicca’s Chariot but will, I am sure, 
be of local interest. 

This has inevitably delayed the 
plans to extend the churchyard and to 
significantly increase the size of the 
Millennium Green by the acquisition of 
the ex ist ing Glebe Field.  The 
expectation, however, is that it should be signed and sealed this year. 
David Harries — Chairman, Millennium Green Trust 
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Bugbrooke Community Primary School 
I never cease to be amazed at how well our children behave, particularly when they are 
representing school.  It is wonderful to receive 
compliments about what a credit they are to the 
school, and I know our staff really enjoy taking 
them out.  Visits are incredibly beneficial to their 
learning, as well as being great fun. 

Recently school felt very strange as our 
Year 3 and Year 4 children were out at the 
same time.  The Year 3s went to Twycross Zoo 
to extend their learning about penguins, 
adaptation and the Antarctic.  They had a 
fabulous time as you can see in this 
photograph: 

Year 4 went on a residential visit 
to the Pioneer Centre in 
Shropshire, where they spent 
three days doing outdoor pursuits, 
such as abseiling, climbing, high 
ropes, fencing, archery and 
enjoying a camp  fire.  Their 
determination and enthusiasm 
were fantastic, and they have 
come back to school knowing they 
can do more than they previously 
believed they could. 

Bugbrooke School loves its 
sports.  Recently our basketball teams 
from Years 3 & 4 and Years 5 & 6 
both won the Hot Shots Tournament 
at Danes Camp.  Our Year 5/6 netball 
team have just won the Cluster netball 
competition and will go on to the next 
round which is the South Northants 
Competition in Brackley. 

Finally we would like to thank the 
Trustees of Bugbrooke Advancement 
in Life Charities for their generous 
donation to help us to develop our ICT 
curriculum provision.  We hope to 
have some exciting updates to share 
with you about this in the next edition 
of LINK. 
Shelly Bramble, Headteacher 
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Beavers 
We have had a busy time at Beavers this month. We welcomed three new Beavers at the 
beginning of the term and have been visited by Grafton Scout band. All the Beavers were 
able to try and get a sound out of a trumpet with many of them succeeding and learnt 
how to drum and march. They all had fun that night and went home tired following all the 
marching.  
We also had a visit to Tesco Daventry where we followed their farm to fork trail. We were 
able to visit parts of the store that shoppers don’t normally go into, including the freezers 
and bakery. We got to taste a variety of breads and cheeses and put on gloves to handle 
some of the fish. The Beavers were taught about healthy eating and had to locate fruit 

and vegetables in the store 
and find out their country of 
origin. They were then all 
awarded a certificate and 
badge. 

The Beavers have all 
completed their sports and 
hobby badges with them all 
giving excellent talks and 
demonstrations on their 
chosen sport. They have started to work towards their disability awareness badge 
learning about different disabilities through fun games. Last Thursday saw them making 
Chinese lanterns for Chinese New Year and learning about Chinese customs. They all 
had a taste of Chinese food and attempted to eat noodles with chopsticks. 

This term four more Beavers have achieved their Chief Scout Bronze award and this 
will be presented to them in a few weeks time. 

We must also say a big thank you to Cummins Engineering who came and painted 
the Scout Hut for us. 
Sue Deane 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our AGM will be on Wednesday 15th April at 7.30 pm in the Sunday School.  If you are 
interested in our work of assisting in the upkeep of Bugbrooke’s lovely church building, 
then please come along. There is no need to be a churchgoer to become a member of 
the Friends. 

Our annual Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz will be on Friday 3rd July in the Community 
Centre. This is always an enjoyable event and there will be more details in the next issue 
of Link. We will also be sending a letter to members and previous supporters nearer the 
time. 
Jim Inch  



20 21 



Nature Notes - Big Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2015 
First I would like to thank everyone who took part. 42 sets of results were returned, the 
same number as for 2014. This made a direct comparison possible and it has made 
interesting reading. The numbers of the most common birds shown on the tally form, 
saw quite significant changes. 9 saw an increase in their numbers, 5 showed little or 
no change and 2 saw a reduction in numbers. However, where small numbers are 
concerned, a small change can represent a large percentage. For instance, song 
thrushes are seen in very small numbers, but if there had been 3 rather than 4, that 
would have been a drop of 25%, whereas one more than last year, would have been a 
rise of 25%. The jackdaw, although not on the tally form, is one that is seen very 
regularly and had a reduction in numbers of 19% (53/43). This may not be a true 
reflection of what people saw as there were 6 results that just refer to crows, and as 
the crow family has in it the jackdaw, carrion crow and rook (as well as jays and 
magpies), it is difficult to know what they were. The numbers in the third column for 
each species is a comparison of 2014 (first number) and 2015 (second number). 

 

The greatest number of species of birds seen in any garden was 14, and the 
average number was 8.95. The total number of different species seen was 28. (In 
2014, the greatest number of species was 16 and the average 8.31. The total number 
of different species was 28). 

Again the most commonly seen birds in gardens (for instance, all 42 gardens had 
blackbirds) were first, the blackbird and then the woodpigeon. Jackdaws dropped out 
of the top 10 and the wren came in for the first time.  

The top 10 of the most commonly seen birds follows: 
Blackbird (no change) 
Woodpigeon(no change) 
House sparrow (up 1) 
Blue tit (up 1) 
Robin (down 2) 
Starling (up 2) 
Collared dove (down 1) 
Wren (up 5) 
Dunnock (no change) 

22 

Dunnock Up by 

161% 

18/47 Great tit Up by 11% 44/49 

Wren Up by 82% 11/20 Robin Up by 7% 44/47 

Coal tit Up by 60% 10/16 Chaffinch Up by 7% 45/48 

Blackbird Up by 44% 101/145 Collared 

dove 

Up by 4% 50/52 

Starling Up by 38% 128/176 Song thrush No change 4/4 

Longtailed tit Up by 33% 21/28 Wood pigeon No change 104/104 

House  

Sparrow 

Up by 27% 200/254 Goldfinch Down by 25% 44/33 

Blue tit Up by 23% 88/108 Greenfinch Down by 57% 23/10 
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Great tit (down 3) 
In terms of total, aggregate numbers seen, the house sparrow was the most common 

and the starling was second. The goldfinch dropped out of the top 10 and the dunnock came 
in at number 10. The top 10 follows: 

House sparrow (no change) 
Starling (no change) 
Blackbird (up 1) 
Blue tit (up 1) 
Woodpigeon (down 2) 
Collared dove (up 1) 
Great tit (up 3) 
Chaffinch (no change) 
Robin (no change) 
Dunnock (up 4) 
There must be concern about the fall in numbers of the finches. Although overall 

chaffinches have remained stable, greenfinches and goldfinches seem to have declined 
noticeably in the last year. There are flocks of goldfinches commonly seen in the fields and 
it may mean that after their flirtation with nijer seeds in gardens, they have returned to their 
previous behaviour and are just living off the hedgerows and teasels on rough ground. 
Greenfinches may be in a worse position, and it is only by doing things like local 
birdwatches over a number of years that we shall be able to tell. Although I shall not be 
writing nature notes in future, I do intend to continue organising the Birdwatch, so in 
December I shall be back to remind you. I do hope that the stalwarts carry on, and also that 
more people will take part, as a bigger sample would even out the anomalies. The full 
results are available to be seen at Petstop. 
Margaret Cooke 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
At our AGM Dianne Gardner took over as Chairman with Simone Squire becoming 
president. Simone is very involved with the South Midlands area being 2nd vice-
Chairman  and Trading Officer.  She was recently presented with a certificate for having the 
best NAFAS trading results in the country as well as featuring in the Spring Flower Arranger 
magazine.  We are very proud of Simone and grateful for all she does for our club.  
On April 27th Janine Hall will present "Born to Shop" (forced to work).  No meeting in May 
as it is a Bank Holiday. There will be a workshop on Sunday April 26th.  Our workshops are 
enjoyable days where we can learn new techniques in a relaxing atmosphere. 
A warm welcome awaits visitors at our meetings which take place in Nether Heyford Village 
Hall on the 4th Monday of each month at 7.45pm. 
Jane Barker 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello everyone. Here we are in 2015, how time flies. 

28 Jan  We returned for our first meeting of the year. After many years of running our 
raffles, donating prizes for the bingo and whist, Annie Boswell has now retired. We thank 
her for all the time she has spent helping with the club, adding to our enjoyment. Audrey 
Sharp celebrated a big 0 birthday and we enjoyed a lovely tea which was prepared and 
served by Audrey’s daughters Linda and Wendy. Sherry was also provided to toast 
Audrey’s “Happy Day”. A new member Ann Wheeler was welcomed. 

11 Feb  Our AGM was held today. All accounts were read out by our Treasurer David 
Pope and other matters dealt with by Linda Pope, all minutes were agreed by members. We 
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now have 25 members of which 18 were present. 
Feb 26th — Another big 0 today, Ann Wheeler, who provided us with a birthday tea. 

Thank you it was much enjoyed. We really do need to welcome new members to our 
meetings.  Give it some thought. So ring Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870. 
Mrs D M French 

Village Profile     
Richard Ford   Caretaker at Bugbrooke Community  Primary School 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Chiswick, London and lived with my 
parents and older brother in Ealing in a flat above 
shops. When I was 11 I got a Saturday job at the 
butchers down the road, delivering meat. I rode a bike 
with a big basket on the front. When I was 15 I left 
school and went into the same shop as an apprentice 
butcher. I earned 2/6d (2 shillings and six pence in old 
money) per week and as much meat as my family 
could eat. So we had meat 7 days a week. Mum said 
she wouldn’t charge me any board and lodging. I 
worked there for 16 years. I came to Bugbrooke in 
1972, I was married by then. We saw in the local paper 
an advertisement for new houses in Bugbrooke. So we 
came and looked and put £25 deposit down on a new house in Smitherway. There were 
cows in the field opposite. It was wonderful. 
Did you enjoy being a butcher? 
I was happy. We worked long hours. Christmas time was busy. We prepared over 300 
turkeys, and also did chickens, capons, pheasants, wood pigeons and rabbits. I didn’t like 
doing rabbits. We had a box on the counter for people to give us a Christmas present. One 
year I got about £400. I  was gobsmacked. I’d never seen as much money. I gave Mum and 
Dad half of it. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. There were no health and safety restrictions and we played on bombsites. We made  
bows and arrows and went to the local pram shop to ask for wheels to make our trolleys. 
Wonderful. I went to Pitshanger Infant School and Drayton Manor Secondary School. I 
didn’t want to go to school at first. I screamed and kicked. Miss Long, the headteacher, took 
me from my mother and carried me screaming into school. I bit her ear and made it bleed. I 
was so angry. My brother said I should always tell the truth and I’d be alright at the 
secondary school. So, first time something happened and we were asked who did it, I told 
the truth and owned up and I got the cane. So I thought my brother’s advice wasn’t good. 
Not much learning went on at school. 
 What job did you have when you moved to Bugbrooke? 
I worked at Buswells Meat Factory in Blisworth for 10 years. I met up with other people who 
worked with meat and three of us set up in business together. We all put money in. We 
mortgaged the house, and had a state of the art meat processing establishment in 
Brackley, supplying hospitals, schools, supermarkets, Berni Inns and pie factories. All went 
well until Mad Cow Disease struck and people lost confidence in beef and we were wiped 
out. We all lost our houses. We went to live in 2 rooms in Brackley until a council house 
came vacant in Bugbrooke. I live in the same house now. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
The people and village life. The job I have now is the best. It’s the children that make the 
job. I’ve always got time for the children. Health and Safety Regulations make it difficult 
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when a child wants to hold my hand. But I speak to the parents and ask if it’s alright with 
them and it is. The main thing is trust. Yesterday I was told by the children I have to give an 
award. It’s the Mr Ford Award for the tidiest classroom and cloakroom. I shall have to pick 
the winner and stand up in Friday Assembly to present it. 
What will the prize be? 
Extra minutes of play time, so worth winning. They are so up for it. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
I like all types of music, especially big bands, jazz and popular classics. I love watching 
sport — football, rugby, athletics and horseracing. I love horses. Would love to own one, 
particularly a racehorse. 
When were your happiest moments? 
The births of my 4 children. I am proud of them all. My daughter lives with me now. Her twin 
brother is settled and happy farming in New Zealand. My older children live in Nottingham 
and close to Lincoln. I have 2 grandchildren. 
Have you advice for younger people? 
Listen, Learn, Concentrate, and Manners. All are important in life. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
Happy and smiley all the time. 
Interviewed by Pat Kent 

Bugbrooke Art Group 
We’ll be holding our annual Art Exhibition on the weekend of 9th-10th May. As usual this will 
be at the Community Centre and the opening times will be from 11.00 am to 5.00pm on 
both the Saturday and Sunday. Entry to the exhibition will be free. Most of the pictures will 
be on sale, as will a good selection of original handmade greetings cards. Tea/coffee and 
homemade cakes will also be available at very reasonable prices. 

We will be having a little competition again, which visitors will be able to take part in. 
This year we are each doing a picture representing a musical. The object of course will be 
to guess the musical. The prize for the winner will be a bottle of wine. 

We are expecting it will be a very enjoyable weekend, so please drop in. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke in the Great War, 
Events 100 Years Ago, February to March 1915.  
100 years ago, WW1 had been going for 6 months.  The school letters which have featured 
so prominently in these articles, continued to be written until well after the end of the war, no 
doubt providing a very valuable insight into the life of the village and the men from 
Bugbrooke who were away fighting. Unfortunately, the source we have been using only has 
letters until the end of 1914. After that they are lost, and our narrative has to carry on 
without this valuable historical resource.  Should anyone out there know of any later 
volumes of these letters, please let us know. 

By this time 100 years ago, at the start of March 1915, we believe around 40 men and 
women, who either had been born or lived in Bugbrooke,  had volunteered and were fighting 
in WW1.  

The letters, which can be read in full on the website under ‘site index’, contain several 
extracts from letters to the school from Bugbrooke man Thomas King, a signalman on board 
HMS Britannia.  In January 1915, he was writing to the ‘Northampton Independent’, a very 
popular illustrated newspaper at that time.   He writes of looking forward to the newspaper’s 
arrival.  How he is very grateful for the cigarettes sent him by the Cigarette fund in 
Northampton. His letter was full of bravado, as to how superior our navy was, and how 
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efficient his ship.  However it was around 
this time, presumably just after the letter, 
that the ship ran aground in the Firth of 
Forth at Inchkeith, and sustained 
considerable damage to the ship’s bottom. 
It was refloated after 36 hours and was 
repaired at Devonport. 

 Harry Hope, our other navy sailor on 
HMS Queen Mary, had already seen action 
at the battle of Hegioland, but now the ship 
was under refit, and he was presumably 
having some leave. 

March 1915 was a terrible month and 
the start of a terrible period for the 
Northamptonshire Regiment.  In March the 
Northampton Independent was full of the 
terrible news from the front where the 2nd 
Battalion (the Steelbacks) had been 
engaged in the battle of Neuve Chappelle.  
No other regiment lost more men, and 
fought more bravely it reported. Out of a 
battalion strength of 1100, only 100 men 
were on parade the next day, the others 
dead, missing or wounded.  One of these 
wounded was Bugbrooke’s Eric Poole.  
Eric was wounded by a bullet to the head 
at Neuve Chappelle and was in England 
recovering from that and shock for some 
time. 

 Most of those engaged in the fight 
were professional soldiers and sailors, who 
had joined the Regiment before the war.  
The volunteers who joined up after the 
start of the war from September onwards, 
were completing their training in England, 
and would soon be fighting. No doubt these 
volunteers made replacements for the 
soldiers lost at Neuve Chappelle, and  bore 
the brunt of the losses two months later 
when half of the total regiment was killed at 
Aubers Ridge. 

Charles King, a farmer from Littliff 
Farm, joined the 2nd Battalion in late 1914, 
and appears to have survived both battles. 
James Barnes, who had been an 
apprentice baker from Ace Lane before 
joining up, also fought at Neuve Chappelle, 
with the 11th Hussars.  He survived, and 
fought on until May before falling at Ypres. 
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Northampton although suffering terrible losses to its serving men, was booming.  
During the war Northampton produced 2 million pairs of boots for the army.  Factories 
were full of orders, with plenty of work for anyone available.  Shops also benefited.  
There were so many troops stationed in the town that an additional £20,000 per week 
was circulating. 

The war was attracting all kinds and ages of recruits.  Whilst there were several 

underage soldiers from Bugbrooke, such as 
George Bass, who was only 16 when he was accepted into the Army Service Corps in 
1914, there were others who were much older.  

Harry Marshall was from Yorkshire and in 1915, was  55 years old.  He had been in 
and out of the army since 1877, serving in England and Egypt.  He had married a 
Bugbrooke girl Mary Allen, fathered 12 children, all born in Bugbrooke, and by 1911 was 
working in a lift factory in Northampton.  At the start of the war, he immediately 
volunteered aged 54, and became attached to the Military Police. He was discharged on 
February 15th 1915, and a week later joined the Royal Defence Corps  employed 
guarding prisoners of war.  He stayed with these until disbanded in 1919, and had risen 
to the rank of acting Sergeant.  He would have been almost 60 years of age at this time. 

Harry could very well have been employed as a guard at the Eastcote Prisoner of 
War Camp, which was getting set up at this time 100 years ago.  But that is for another 
article. 
Geoff Cooke for the 100 Years Project 
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Eastcote Prisoner of War Camp 
Many people do not realise that exactly 100 years ago, a camp was being set up in 
Eastcote, which would eventually come to house more than 4500 German prisoners of war. 

At the outbreak of World War 1, there was a great need to round-up and keep aliens of 
Germanic origin, living and working in the UK.  More than 200 of these were German 
seamen working on British Merchant Ships.  The NSFU (National Seamen and Firemans 
Union) took it on themselves to look for suitable venues to house these men for the duration 
of the war, and Eastcote House with around 60 acres of ground was purchased on their 
behalf to fulfill this role. The property was purchased from the Gresham family on the 9th 
November 1914, but a contract agreement had been entered into, and work had been 
started preparing the site for a large number of men 2 months earlier. 

The government had agreed to fund the camp to the tune of 10/- (10 shillings now 50p) 
per man per week, and initially 60 aliens were housed. They were guarded by a contingent 
of policemen armed with cutlasses and by local boy scouts. 

The camp produced local difficulties for the villagers, including the closure of some 
footpaths, and temporary closure of roads when the internees were marched around the 
village for exercise.  Sewage from the camp appears to have been well managed. 

By April 1915, there were 779 men interned.  Relations were cordial and friendly.  A 
German prisoner writing home in December 1914 states that the camp comprised a large 
dining tent housing 800 men, and many sleeping tents each taking 8 to 10 men. The food 
was good, the camp brilliantly lit.  There was a wash house, with hot and cold water, and 12 
bath/shower units. They had a cinema and a generous beer and tobacco ration.  Wooden 
huts were being built, and it was a splendid place to be interned.  The camp was set up by 
merchant seamen for displaced merchant seamen, and there was a strong bond between 
the internees and the administrators. 

All this changed on the 7th May 1915.  On that day, a German submarine torpedoed 
the transatlantic passenger ship the Lusitania, with a loss of 1200 men, women and 
children. The whole country was horrified.  At the camp, with its merchant sailor basis, 
feelings ran particularly high.  A concert was cancelled and the Camp Commandant 
explained what had happened to the internees.  He was totally mortified when their 
response was to break out in cheering and singing patriotic songs.  Things would never be 
the same again.  
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Almost immediately the camp management had written to the War Office, 
suggesting that they should take over the facility as a prisoner of war camp, and gave 
recommendations as to how it could be expanded to take up to 10,000 men.  This was 
agreed, and the War Office officially took control on the 11th October 1915. 

The first report on the camp by neutral inspectors was in February 1916.  This 
reports that there were 600 Germans and 60 Austrians in the camp. By April 1916 this 
had increased to 1559.  They were housed in huts 200ft by 30ft, there was an hospital 
fully fitted out and staffed by doctors, a cinema, kitchens, bakeries, and a large 
recreation hut.  There was also a 9 acre recreation field for sport. By the summer the 
camp was 100% military prisoners, guarded by the military. It was fully lit by electricity 
in contrast to the remainder of Eastcote which did not get electric power until 1930. 

By the time of the final report on the camp, two months after the end of the war, 
there were 4509 prisoners, and in addition a further 14,507 in satellite camps around 
the country but responsible to Eastcote (by now renamed as Pattishall POW Camp).  
During the war, there were 18 escapees from the camp, none of which succeeded in 
getting back to Germany. Most were too comfortable to want to get back to a wretched 
war.  32 of the prisoners had died at Pattishall, some of wounds from the war, others 
from the flu epidemic which was devastating in 1918 and 1919. 

Prisoners were allowed to work on farms within 3 miles of the camp.  With the 
shortage of labour, we can expect Bugbrooke farms to have had men from the camp 
working for them for mutual benefit. 

Although the war ended in November 1918, peace negotiations were to last 
another 18 months, and the last prisoners did not leave until November 1919.  The 
effects of the camp were sold off in big sales in March and August 1920.  One of the 
huts, the former guards mess room, was purchased by Patishall village and used as 
the village hall until 1977, when it was finally replaced. The land was sold off in 1923. 
Eastcote House is still there. 
Detained in England – Eastcote POW Camp Pattishall.  Colin Chapman & S Richard 
Moss 
Photo from the 1916 book. – German Prisoners in Great Britain published 1916 
Geoff Cooke for the 100 Years Project.  www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/WW1 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Bugbrooke Cricket Club are now preparing for the new season at their picturesque 
ground next to the brook.  We run 2 senior Saturday teams, a Sunday team and 2 
junior teams and have a thriving social scene with a licenced bar centred in our newly 
renovated pavilion. 

We will have a signing on evening on Thursday April 9th, when anyone interested 
in playing cricket or just joining for the social scene can come along from 6pm, join up 
and enjoy a good evening. Alternatively call Ciaran on 07806 935420 or Peter White 
on 01604 830452. 

Nether Heyford Tennis Club - “Open Day” 
Sunday 12th April 2015 from 10am to 2pm - all are welcome to come and play for free. 

We are a small friendly club offering tennis for all abilities and ages.  Coaching 
and league matches available for those who want it and club nights for everyone, in 
addition to unlimited court use. 

Further information www.heyfordtennisclub.co.uk or phone Jo  01327 349094. 

http://www.heyfordtennisclub.co.uk
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Bugbrooke OAP Christmas Gift Scheme 
Following the success of previous years’ Trivial Pursuit evenings, we are this year holding 
an “alternative Trivial Pursuit” evening on Friday 1st May in the lounge of the Community 
Centre. We are changing the format of the questions but they will be based on the Trivial 
Pursuit game topics. As in previous years a light supper will be provided and drinks will be 
available.  As this is a popular event tickets will be on a first come first served basis at £6 
per person. Players will be in teams of four but individual players or couples are welcome 
to make up teams. Tickets are available from Nigel & Valerie Burt, please phone 830792 
for tickets. 

Also our annual wine tasting will be held on Friday 2nd October at the Community 
Centre, details to follow later. 

The committee wish to thank everyone for their continued support that allows us to 
continue with this scheme. 

On a final note, it is with great sadness that we remember Judith Piper, who passed 
away at the end of January following a short illness. Both Judith, along with Bruce her 
husband, gave many years dedicated service to the gift scheme and will be so greatly 
missed by so many people. 

We offer our heartfelt thoughts to all of her family but both Bruce and Judith gave so 
much for so many people and we are indebted to them both for their enthusiasm and 
dedication to the OAP’s scheme over so many years. They will be sorely missed but 
never forgotten. 
Nigel Burt  (Chairman) 

Bugbrooke Guides 
We have a group of older girls who have been coming for 3 or 4 years to Bugbrooke 
Guides and some are moving on.  

Here are some of their reflections: 
Being a member of Bugbrooke Guides is an enjoyable experience. We get the opportunity 
to take part in a range of activities, from cooking to camping. One of our favourite 
activities is when we get to build our own rafts and race them in the brook; fun as well as 
practicing our knot tying skills. 

We particularly like cooking because we learn lots and as older guides we get to mix 
with the younger girls, learning things about each other. The best thing we cooked was 
spaghetti bolognese,  it was delicious. We now know how to cook many recipes. 

We have made loads of new friends and visited new and interesting places. We will 
treasure the memories forever. 
Leah Glover, Hannah Fenton, Ellie Bates and Harriet Smith 
  
Throughout my time as a guide I have had amazing 'once in a lifetime' opportunities, but 
most importantly being a part of this movement has helped me grow as person. I have 
being able to meet the Princess of Denmark and go to Olympic celebrations. I have had 
experiences I will never forget and never be able to fully express how grateful I am for 
them. Thank you for these wonderful four years as a guide.  
Polly Webster. 
 
As leaders we would like to thank them for their enthusiasm with all the different activities 
and wish them good luck with future ventures.  
Jane Evans — Waiting list ring 01604 832710 
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Knit and Natter  
The ladies of the Café’s Knit and Natter Group, meet weekly to knit items which raise 
money for charity. They will have a stall at the Fete, so please come and look. Also any 
donation of new wool you no longer need, would be gratefully received. 

 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Pre-school 
Spring is in the air and the children and staff are very grateful for this as it gives lots 
more opportunities for getting outside and having fun!   

The spring term has a number of events that have been celebrated, talked about 
and activities built around at Pre-school.  The children have been joining in the 
celebrations for the Chinese New Year making Chinese lanterns to hang from the ceiling 
and trying different foods from the Far East.  Children also made lovely cards for 
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Valentines Day and have been making daffodils to celebrate St David’s Day.  On World 
Book Day all children have been asked to come in dressed as a favourite book 
character and they will be given book tokens to spend on any books they choose.  

In September Pre-school had its Ofsted inspection which went very well and was 
judged overall as ‘good’.  There were many positive points made regarding the 
children’s learning and development, the quality of teaching, the welcoming, friendly 
and caring environment and the safeguarding of the children.  You can go onto the 
Ofsted website and read the report in full or please contact Pre-school if you would like 
a copy.  The staff and committee (past and present) must be congratulated on the 
success of this inspection. 

The Committee are currently organising fundraising events to be held over the 
coming months so please look out for details of the Easter Egg Hunt (taking part during 
the Easter holidays) and Stay and Play events in the half term and summer holidays.  

Pre-school will soon be looking to recruit new members for its management 
committee as some of our current members will be standing down in July.   If you have 
children or grandchildren attending or have an interest in supporting an invaluable 
village resource please email or telephone as detailed below.  If you would like to come 
along to a meeting and see what happens please let me know.   

38 

Dressed as their favourite character for World Book Day 
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If you, a friend or family member has a child aged between 2 and 5 years and 
would be interested in looking around Pre-school please contact me on the number 
below as we have some spaces available for this year or if you would like to put them 
on our waiting list for next year do please call.   

If you would like any information on the above or about registering your child at 
Pre-school please contact Julie Tompkins on 07563 574155 or at 
 bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk or visit our website at 
 www.bugbrookepreschool.co.uk. 
Julie Tompkins 

Bugbrooke Chapel 
Our Saturday hymn singing event gets better each time, and we were very pleased to 
welcome visitors from Rugby, Bugbrooke Parish Church and past members of the 
Chapel. The music was improved with the addition of two more violinists to add to the 
sound mix. We plan one each month, and the next one will be on Saturday 18th April at 
2.30pm, concluding at 3.45 with tea and biscuits afterwards, with time to socialise and 
meet your friends. If you would like to request a particular hymn, please phone Brian 
Britten on 07736 227261, or email brian.britten@goodness.co.uk. If you have an 
instrument you would like to play, let us know on the same email, and we will see if we 
can fit you in. Our May event will be publicised once we have fixed a date. 

We also meet every Sunday morning, from 10.30 for an 11am start, finishing at 
12.30pm, with the exception of 5th and 12th April when we meet at the Jesus Centre in 
Northampton. Our normal Easter "Alive Festival" will not be held at Cornhill but at the 
Jesus Centre. However our "Power Weekend" on the May Bank holiday 22nd — 24th 
May will be held in the big marquee at Cornhill, and anyone is welcome to the 
meetings. We apologise for any inconvenience to drivers on the Cornhill Road, but 
please take care, especially in the dark, as people have to walk along the road from the 
field to cars parked on the other side of the road. 
John Thomason 

Bugbrooke Sports and Community Centre 
The room on the first floor, previously used by TJs Health and Beauty Treatment, is 
available to rent. It has a separate entrance (shared with the parish council office) and 
includes a waiting room and access to a W.C. The rental charge will be around £60 per 
week. 

The Community Centre continues to host a surprising variety of events and 
activities. Regular bookings include upholstery classes, karate, table tennis, Tai Chi, 
Art, kickboxing, weightwatchers, youth club, spiritualists, U3A, history group, baby 
clinic, blood doning, wine-tasting, parish council meetings; as well as various shows for 
chinchillas, budgerigars, poultry, schnauzer dogs, Siamese cats and even exotic 
hedgehogs. The Centre also provides a venue for birthday, wedding and christening 
celebrations, formal dinners and quiz nights.  

The AGM will be held at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 3 June at the Community 
Centre. All are welcome. 

The Community Centre is an ideal venue for social, leisure and sports activities, 
with many local organisations using the excellent facilities available. If you wish to book 
any of the Centre’s facilities, or are interested in renting the first floor rooms, please 
telephone 01604 832834 or 07572 201484. 
David Harries — Chairman 

 

mailto:bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:brian.britten@goodness.co.uk
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Crime Statistics – Update from PCSO Jen Harrison, Heyfords and Bugbrooke Wards 

January 
Theft of insecure Pedal Cycle, Church Lane, Bugbrooke 
Attempted burglary of a Dwelling, Hillside Crescent, Nether Heyford 
Possession of Cannabis, (Motorist stopped by Police), High Street, Bugbrooke 
Theft of Number Plates, High Street, Bugbrooke 
Burglary Non Dwelling, Heyford Lane, Weedon 
Burglary Non Dwelling, Weedon Road, Nether Heyford 
Attempted Burglary Non Dwelling, Church Street, Nether Heyford 
Burglary Non Dwelling, Weedon Road, Nether Heyford 

Crime Prevention Advice 
Four vans in Roade were broken into overnight in January and electrical items and work 
tools stolen. Where possible always park in a visible well lit area and remove or secure 
tools and equipment when leaving the van overnight. 

Also in January, Gas bottles were stolen from properties in Milton Malsor and 
Cogenhoe. Make sure your gas bottles are as secure as possible. 
Your home 
Keep front and back doors locked at all times - even when you're at home. 

If you are out in the evening make sure you leave a light on and draw the curtains. 
If it's dark before you get home, use timer switches to turn on the lights. 

Light up your front door with dusk to dawn lighting - make sure it's visible from the 
street. 

Keep keys and valuables out of sight, and reach, from cat flaps, letterboxes, and 
downstairs doors and windows. 

If you have a burglar alarm, use it! 
Find out how to carry out a home security self-assessment by visiting 

www.northants.police.uk crime prevention.  
Your shed 
Thieves target sheds because they often contain valuable items such as pedal cycles, 
lawn mowers, hedge trimmers and other tools. Everyday garden implements can be 
used by thieves to break into the owner’s house and therefore sheds should be made 
as secure as possible. Fit a good quality hasp and staple with close-shackled padlock 
to the door and secure it with either non-return screws or preferably coach bolts 
secured internally with a large washer. Where the shed is secured with a keyed lock, fit 
an additional hasp and staple with padlock. Hinges should be fitted with non-return 
screws. Shed windows can be fitted internally with a weld mesh grille and items can be 
obscured from view with net curtains or bamboo blinds. Cover over any valuable items 
in the shed with old sacks or curtains. 

If valuable items are stored in the shed lay a small area of concrete within the shed 
and fix anchor points to which large items can be secured with a length of chain. If the 
shed is very flimsy or fragile consider storing valuable items elsewhere. Fit a battery 
operated shed alarm. They are easy to fit and will make a loud noise if the shed is 
entered. 

http://www.northants.police.uk/
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Have Your Voice Heard 
Are you Living or working in Daventry or South Northamptonshire? Actively involved in 
your community? Interested in what the police are doing in Daventry and South 
Northamptonshire? 

Able to offer advice to the police and the Police and Crime Commissioner about 
issues affecting the community you represent or work in? 

Then you are wanted as an Independent Advisory group member for Daventry 
and South Northamptonshire. You will be re-imbursed £15 per meeting. 

Please find details about how to apply on http://www.northantspcc.org.uk/#!/
Volunteer/24184 
Latest Scams: 
Lottery: Criminal pretends you have won a prize, often a lottery, and require a ‘fee to 
pay taxes or duty, or for a solicitor, banker or judge to authorise the transaction.  
Job Seeking: Take precautions whilst looking for jobs online. 

Never part with money 
Never take any ‘out of the blue job offer’ on face value 
Never do everything online, an interview or meeting is a must 
Never fail to do research 
Never phone them for an interview, premium rate phone scams are common 
Never accept money for nothing. Money mule scams are on the increase 
Never provide personal details. Until you have a job, keep bank details safe and 
only provide identity details once you have met face to face. 

Postcards: Being delivered to UK residents’ homes claiming that a parcel containing 
‘jewellery’ is waiting for the homeowner. 
 Pharmaceuticals or Supplements: Victims sign up for free trials for unapproved or 
misleading drugs. Scam usually involves a ‘pop up’ on your computer advertising 14 
day free trial. Sign up includes credit or debit card details and after the 14 days have 
elapsed recurring payments are taken. Subsequent cancellation afterwards can prove 
to be very difficult. 
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Philip Campion about to be sent he knew 
not where (April 1915) 
In his own words: “When a cavalry man is 
in that happy state (of being in “marching 
order”) he feels like a trussed up fowl, he is 
carrying a haversack with his rations, and a 
101 other things, a water bottle, about 150 
rounds of ammunition, belt and bayo-
net....and the horse is adorned with his own 
rations, a sword rifle, water bucket, ropes, 
pegs, blankets, overcoats, pouches, groom-
ing brushes etc” 

 
Drawn by Jim Inch, the extract is from 

his war diary which can be read at 
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/ww1 

http://www.northantspcc.org.uk/#!/Volunteer/24184
http://www.northantspcc.org.uk/#!/Volunteer/24184
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Said Fitz, through the 'ole in his 'elmet,  
'It was you as put us in this plight.'  

And the King having nothing to say to this 'ere  

Murmured 'Leave your address and I'll write.'  

This angered the gallant FitzwaIter; ,  

He stamped on the floor with his foot,  

And were starting to give John a rare ticking off,  

When the 'ole in his 'elmet fell shut.  

'We'll get him a Magna Charter,'  

Said Fitz when his face he had freed; 

Said the Barons, ‘That’s right and if one’s not 

enough, 

Get a couple and happen they’ll breed. 

   
So they set about making a Charter,  

When at finish they'd got it drawn up,  

It looked like a paper on cattle disease,  

Or the entries for t' Waterloo Cup.  

Next day, King John, all unsuspecting,  

And having the afternoon free,  

To Runningmead Island had taken a boat,  

And were having some shrimps for his tea.  

He had just pulled the 'ead off a big 'un,  

And were pinching its tail with his thumb, ,  

When up came a barge load of Barons, who said  

'We thought you'd be here so we've come.'  

 .'   

When they told him they'd brought Magna Charter  

The King seemed to go kind of limp,  

But minding his manners he took off his hat  

And said 'Thanks very much, have a shrimp.  

'You'd best sign at once,' said Fitzwalter,  

'If you don't, I'll tell thee for a start  

The next coronation will happen quite soon,  

And you won't be there to take part.'  

So they spread Charter out on t' tea table,  

And John signed his name like a lamb,  

His writing in places was sticky and thick  

Through dipping his pen in the jam.  

And it's through that there Magna Charter,  

'As were signed by the Barons of old,  

That in England to-day we can do what we like  

So long as we do what we're told.  

The Magna Charter 

By Marriott Edgar (1937) 

I'll tell of the Magna Charter  

As were signed at the Barons' command  

On Runningmead Island in t' middle of t' Thames  

By King John, as were known as 'Lack Land'.  

Some say it were wrong of the Barons  

Their will on the King so to thrust,  

But you'll see if you look at both sides of the case  

That they had to do something, or bust.  

For John, from the moment they crowned him,  

Started acting so cunning and sly,  

Being King, of course, he couldn't do any wrong,  

But, by gum, he'd a proper good try.  

He squandered the ratepayer's money,  

All their cattle and corn did he take,  

'Til there wasn't a morsel of bread in the land,  

And folk had to manage on cake.  

The way he behaved to young Arthur  

Went to show as his feelings was bad;  

He tried to get Hubert to poke out his eyes,  

Which is no way to treat a young lad.  

It were all right him being a tyrant  

To vassals and folks of that class,  

But he tried on his tricks with the Barons an' all,  

And that's where he made a faux pass.  

He started bombarding their castles,  

And burning them over their head,  

'Till there wasn't enough castles left to go round,  

And .they had to sleep six in a bed.  

So they went to the King in a body,  

And their spokesman, Fitzwalter by name,  

He opened the 'ole in his 'elmet and said,  

Concil-Iatory like, 'What's the game?'  

The King starts to shilly and shally,  

He sits and he haws and he hums,  

Till the Barons in rage started gnashing their 

teeth,  

And them with no teeth gnashed their gums.  

Thanks to Silvia Oates for sending this poem to commemorate the 
800th Anniversary of the signing of Magna Carta. 
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Said Fitz, through the 'ole in his 'elmet,  
'It was you as put us in this plight.'  

And the King having nothing to say to this 'ere  

Murmured 'Leave your address and I'll write.'  

This angered the gallant FitzwaIter; ,  

He stamped on the floor with his foot,  

And were starting to give John a rare ticking off,  

When the 'ole in his 'elmet fell shut.  

'We'll get him a Magna Charter,'  

Said Fitz when his face he had freed; 

Said the Barons, ‘That’s right and if one’s not 

enough, 

Get a couple and happen they’ll breed. 

   
So they set about making a Charter,  

When at finish they'd got it drawn up,  

It looked like a paper on cattle disease,  

Or the entries for t' Waterloo Cup.  

Next day, King John, all unsuspecting,  

And having the afternoon free,  

To Runningmead Island had taken a boat,  

And were having some shrimps for his tea.  

He had just pulled the 'ead off a big 'un,  

And were pinching its tail with his thumb, ,  

When up came a barge load of Barons, who said  

'We thought you'd be here so we've come.'  

 .'   

When they told him they'd brought Magna Charter  

The King seemed to go kind of limp,  

But minding his manners he took off his hat  

And said 'Thanks very much, have a shrimp.  

'You'd best sign at once,' said Fitzwalter,  

'If you don't, I'll tell thee for a start  

The next coronation will happen quite soon,  

And you won't be there to take part.'  

So they spread Charter out on t' tea table,  

And John signed his name like a lamb,  

His writing in places was sticky and thick  

Through dipping his pen in the jam.  

And it's through that there Magna Charter,  

'As were signed by the Barons of old,  

That in England to-day we can do what we like  

So long as we do what we're told.  
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Services and Events at 
St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

 
A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  
News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 
 

Sunday Services.  
Please note Service Changes 
8:00am  BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
9:45am  1st Sunday in the month Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday in the month Morning Praise 
 3rd Sunday in the month Morning Worship 
 4th Sunday in the month Morning Prayer 
5th Sunday in the month watch for details 

6:00pm  Last Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’ a service of Praise and Worship. 
  

Other Services 
Mondays during term time 2pm to 3:15pm ‘Mini Messy Church’ in Church 
First Wednesday in the month :- 9:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady Chapel  
Third Wednesday in the Month 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Chancel 
 

Regular Events 
Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 
Thursdays 9am to 11am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School 
Rooms 
Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  
Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someone’s House)  
  Fellowship and Bible Study at 4, Smitherway. 
 

Dates for the Diary 

 
 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 
Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 Enquiries about marriage ring 831621 

For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers. 
If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 

 
Visit our Website :- 

bugbrookechurch.co.uk 

Good Friday 3rd April 
Easter Day 5th April 

Watch for details 
through your door about 
our Easter Services 2015 
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Zumba 

Rebecca 

Manners 
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Diary 

April 

May 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels,  CC - Community Centre,  SS - Sunday School, 
VH - Village Hall,  NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall 

Family Announcements 
Gwendoline Evelyn Harding aged 80 passed away at Richmond Care Home on 19th 
January 2015 and has now found peace. Doug and Lorraine would like to thank every-
one for their cards and kind thoughts  
Phyllis Turner We would just like to thank everyone that sent cards, flowers or attended 
the funeral service for Mum, so unexpected, but at least she had her 100th birthday. 
Anne Jenkins and family 
Joan Chester, my mother, has asked that I thank everyone who has sent cards, good 
wishes and visited her endlessly at her new home - Grangefield Care Home, 60 North-
ampton Road, Earls Barton. Joan has settled in very well now and her health has im-
proved enormously; It will come as no surprise to you all that she has made some new 
friends in the Home, she does of course still miss Bugbrooke which was her home for 
over forty years. However, our heartfelt thanks and prayers go with you all. 
Elizabeth Hill 

 

 

 

8 7.30p.m History Group—Road to Kingsthorpe CC 

12 10am – 2pm Open Day at N.H. Tennis Club N.H. 

15 7.30p.m. AGM Friends of St Michael’s SS 

20 2.30p.m. U3A Garden Design & Chelsea Flower Show CC 

25 12 – 4p.m. Northants Greyhound Rescue Spring Craft 

Fair 

CC 

27 7.45p.m. Flower Club. Born to Shop NHVH 

1 7.30p.m OAPs Christmas Gift Scheme — 

Trivial Pursuit. 

C.C. 

7   Elections C.C. 

9  Saints with Heart Sponsored Walk GU Canal 

9 10a.m. Cynthia Spencer Hospice Colour Run Castle 

Ashby Gdns 

9-10 11am—5pm Bugbrooke Art Group Exhibition CC 

10 7.30p.m Last Night of the Proms for Cynthia Spencer Derngate 

11 -16   Christian Aid Collections   

18 2.30p.m U3A AGM  Tea & Trivia CC 

3 June 7.30p.m. AGM Sports & Community Centre CC 
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