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Happy families for neighbours 
When David and Frances Clough were searching for a property in Northamptonshire so 
they could move nearer their daughter Amy Illingworth and her husband AJ, finding the 
ideal home proved to be a bigger challenge than they had imagined. 

Following the marriage of Amy to AJ in October 2013, at the beginning of last year 
David and Frances put their Wirral home on the market with the intention of buying a 
property in Northamptonshire that either had an annexe or barn attached to it which they 
could convert into a home for themselves. 

But after spending several months trawling the internet, and speaking to Estate 
Agents with very little joy, they finally came across the brand new development in Bug-
brooke that appeared to tick all the boxes. 

Explained David, ñOnce we realised that Amy and AJ were going to be living in 
Northamptonshire per-
manently we knew it was 
where we wanted to be 
too.  Originally we were 
looking for a house with 
an annexe or even a 
farmhouse that had out 
buildings we could con-
vert, but there was noth-
ing about.ò 

ñWhen we saw Bell-
way had two detached 
stone properties that 
backed on to each other 
available on its Church 
Fields development in 
the village, we began to 
think they might just be 
what we were looking for.  The properties back onto each other and we thought if AJ and 
Amy bought one of the homes and we bought the other, then we could open up and 
share the gardens.ò 

And once the decision had been made, things progressed at quite a pace and within 
months, David and Frances had not only sold their family home they had lived in for 30 
years, but motored down the M1 motorway, picked up the keys and moved into their 
brand new 4 bedroom property in June.   

As the first people to take up residency on Church Fields, over the summer David 
and Frances watched Church Fields develop, and kept a watchful eye on the building of 
AJ and Amyôs home too.   And finally at the beginning of September just eleven months 
after they were married Amy and AJ moved in to Church Fields, bringing all their plans to 
a very satisfactory conclusion. 

Being situated on the edge of the village, Church Fields is a short walk from the 
Grand Union canal and David and Frances, who both retired earlier in the year, are 
clearly enjoying the peace and quiet that this particular rural location has to offer. 

Looking ahead, the benefits of the new living arrangements are numerous, not only 
will David and Frances see more of their daughter and son in law, but should Amy and 
AJ decide to start a family, then all their child care needs will be catered for ... by two 
very willing pairs of hands at the bottom of the garden. 
Submitted by Bellway Homes 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 190), February 2015 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
What an interesting start to 2015;  as well as looking back 100 years 
to the First World War we are looking forward, with people arriving in 
Bugbrooke to live in the new homes at the different development 
sites around the village. 

Of course, we donôt forget to mention everybody else ï from the under 10ôs to 
Phyllis who is 100! 

From news items to events, requests for help and useful information; itôs all in 
this issue along with diary dates and notices and of course a few photos. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the LINK committee for their efforts 
and good humour when we meet up to discuss the next issue and planning ahead 
for the future of the magazine. Special thanks to Pat Kent who has now produced 
six Village Profiles and has others in development. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 
impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and websites, 
including all issues of LINK back to July 1983 as well as current and historical 
information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 02 
March 2015, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that 
the preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
The development of houses at the end of Johns Road includes 40% of social 
housing. These are currently being built and allocated. The Parish Council advised 
over 1 year ago that anyone wishing to apply for social housing should apply to 
South Northants Homes for application forms. If anyone still wishes to make an 
application, they should do so immediately. The last allocations will be made during 
the next few weeks. If you are uncertain where to apply please contact the Parish 
Clerk (01604 832838) or call at the Parish Office. 

The area of land between the new development at Johns Road and Pilgrims 
Lane has now been cleared. A new tarmac path will be laid to connect Johns Road 
to Georges Close in the near future. A planting scheme will then be carried out in 
the Spring to restore the dead trees and shrubs it was felt necessary to remove in 
order to tidy the area up. 

The archaeology dig at the Millennium Green has still to be completed. Once 
this has been done and planning permission freed up the process of signing legal 
papers will take place. All papers are now in place for this to happen. In the 
meantime the Millennium Green Trustees have met to discuss how the Glebe Field 
should be developed to create a pleasant recreation area. 

The Allotment Association has 4 plots available for hire. If new residents want 
slightly more space to grow their own fresh vegetables, now is probably the time to 
apply for a plot. Contact the Parish Clerk (832838) who will be able to give you a 
telephone number or address to apply to. Get in early in preparation for the growing 
season from March onwards. 

Front Page:   The  sparrowhawk is a regular visitor to Bugbrooke gardens. This 
one was photographed by Phil Bignell. It was sitting on his garage roof. 
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There has been considerable concern expressed by many residents regarding 
the potential closure of our Post Office. The Parish Council is trying hard to verify this 
claim but information from the Post Office is extremely hard to obtain. The current 
thought is that the current premises will close at the end of February, although this has  
yet to be officially confirmed. In the meantime enquiries are being made to other 
businesses in the village to see whether an alternative location can be found. We 
understand the closure of a Post Office requires a consultation process within the local 
community to take place. Be prepared to write in, or sign any petition that may arise, in 
order to make sure we keep this valuable facility in Bugbrooke. 

There will be a Parish Council election on May 7th, the same day as the General 
Election. If anyone would like to put their name forward for elections please contact 
the Parish Clerk (832838) and ask her to send you the necessary application forms. 
All current Parish Councillors will be required to do the same. It is important that the 
Parish Council represents a wide range of village interests and ideas so please give 
consideration to putting your name forward if you feel you have a contribution to make 
to your community. 
John Curtis, Chairman 

Post Office Latest News 
Confirmation has now been received that the Post Office in the village will close on 
24th February. However, at the moment it is stated that this is just a temporary 
closure. Parish Councillors have met with a representative of Post Office PLC who has 
stated that ñthe Post Office is committed to continue to provide Post Office facilities in 
the village. They are currently actively exploring a variety of different options, and it is 
hoped that new Post Office provisions at an alternative location could be available by 
the Summer. Details of alternative access to Post Office services at Nether Heyford 
and Weedon are available on the LINK website or at the Post Office in the village. 

Street Lights in Bugbrooke 
Anyone travelling around the county at night cannot have failed to notice the number 
of communities that are in darkness, due to the street lights having been turned off by 
the County Council in order to save money. We in Bugbrooke are extremely fortunate 
that all our street lighting is provided by the parish council, which is why none of our 
lights have been turned off.  If anyone notices a street light that is out, please let the 
Parish Clerk know as soon as possible, so that she can arrange its repair. Telephone 
01604 832838 and leave a message, or email bugbrookepc@btconnect.com. 

Let Him Be! 
Hey Mum Iôm all grown up, 
Yet I feel like a kid. 
Must be something I ate, 
Or something that you did. 
Iôm getting on in years 
And Iôm stuck at seventeen; 
Should be into grey suits, 
But Iôm still wearing jeans. 
 
You said that rock ônô roll 
Was an adolescent phase 
That sprung up like a spot 
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And disappeared in days. 
You said Iôd see sense  
Then turn into a man; 
Try Tchaikovsky, 
Throw my records in the can. 
 
But Iôm all grown up and Iôm stuck at seventeen, 
Youôll never make me different from the way Iôve always been. 
Iôm all grown up, and stuck at seventeen; 
Iôm an innocent delinquent and a rock ônô roll being.  

 
So starts a poem written by Steve Turner with which I readily empathise. For me there 
is no music before The Beatles. Although I have a wide and eclectic taste in music 
(Status Quo Aquostic (Stripped Bare) being one of my requested Christmas presents) I 
have remained true to my first love and enjoy listening to almost everything The Beatles 
recorded although White Album and Let it Be have question marks! 

This said I adore Yellow Submarine, their cartoon from 1968, although curiously 
voiced by actors and not the actual Fab Four. I also revel in the anarchy of Magical 
Mystery Tour, originally screened on BBC TV Christmas 1967, although it was savaged 
by critics! 

Nevertheless my favourite by far is A Hard Dayôs Night. However, as I was 
watching it for the umpteenth time on New Yearôs Day, I was reminded of the afternoon 
I skived off work in summer 1970 to go and see their last venture into movies, Let it Be. 

The opening scene consisted of their legendary drum kit being dismantled which 
set the scene for what followed. As scene followed scene I saw unravel before my eyes 
the dismantling of my dreams which had influenced much of my teenage years as 
precisely as the drum kit was dismantled. I hate to admit it, not only did I have a tear in 
my eye as I left the cinema, it took me a long time to admit to myself the dream was 
over: The Beatles were no more! 

To say a great deal of water has flowed under the bridge since then is to make the 
first understatement of 2015. But as I look figuratively over that flowing water people 
have let me down and certain circumstances have seemingly conspired against me. I 
have been turned down for various jobs and promotion, people I have loved have gone 
through treatments and events you would not wish on your worst enemy, and others 
have died leaving a permanent vacuum. 

However, the one consistent theme in my life has been the presence of the living 
God revealed in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. In all the highs and lows, joys 
and bitter disappointments Christ has always been there never letting go, always loving, 
his grace upholding and restoring me on many many occasions. 

As we drift through another year with whatever is in store, may you find the same 
constancy, love and Grace in Christ that has sustained me and millions of others. 

Grace and Peace 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe  

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A ï the University of the Third Age ï aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide.  Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.30pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also óSpecial Interestô groups that meet regularly, including Classics for 
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Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Jigsaw Exchange, Literature, Luncheon 
Club, My Kind of Music, Play Reading and Scrabble. 
Future events: 
Monday 16 February at 2.30pm ï óA Tudor Housewifeô by Denise Legge.  A revealing 
talk about the trials and tribulations of Tudor home life. 
Monday 16 March at 2.30pm ï óThe Mary Rose Storyô by Bill Davies.  All about this 
Tudor ship, sunk in 1545, discovered in 1971 and raised in 1982. 

Enquiries to 01604-831627 or 01327-340407. 
Roger Colbourne 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Our programme for 2015 begins on February 23rd when Linda Stamp makes a 
welcome return with her demonstration 'Natureôs Fantasia'. On March 23rd society 
member Emma Remington, who has recently qualified as an area demonstrator, 
presents 'As we go down to the woods'. 
Visitors are always welcome at our meetings which take place on the 4th Monday of 
each month (except bank holidays) at Nether Heyford Village Hall at 7.45pm. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke W.I. 
In December David Price gave us an entertaining talk on the history of 
the French Can-Can which was illustrated with slides and videos. 

Several of our members and their guests enjoyed the Autumn 
Supper at Kislingbury where the entertainment was reminiscent of the 
World War I era, consisting of songs and monologues from that time. 

Three members and a guest went by coach to Broadcasting House in London 
where we were taken on a tour of Broadcasting house and could try our hand at 
reading the news and giving the weather forecast.  We also sat on the famous ñOne 
Showò sofa,  this looked quite shabby without the studio lights to enhance it. 

Our skittles team has started their programme for the winter and won their first 
match. 

Members are enjoying monthly afternoon gatherings chatting and sharing their 
creative skills. 

We are continuing to support the blood doning in the village by serving teas for 
the donors. 

In January we are looking forward to a visit by Elizabeth Robinson who will 
present an adaptation of the television show ñFamily Fortunesò which we will be able to 
take part in. 
Brenda Astell 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our annual wine tasting on 5th December was a sell out, and made a record profit of 
Ã593.39 (admittedly weôd put the price up but only by 50p). So thank you to everyone 
who helped to make the event a success; with especial thanks to Dave Harries who 
acted as our host for the evening, and not forgetting those who saw to the 
refreshments, organised the raffle, poured the wine etc. And thanks of course to all 
those who supported us by buying the tickets and making it such an enjoyable evening, 
The wines this time all came from Majestic Wines in Northampton and from the 



14 



comments Iôve received they were well liked (which was a relief as Iôd had the job of 
choosing them) 

Our AGM will be held at 7.30pm on 15th April in the Sunday School. All are 
welcome. 

Our next fund raising event will be a Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz on 3rd July at the 
Community Centre. 
Jim inch 

Tree of Eternal Light Service 2014 
Many thanks to everyone who helped with the Tree of Eternal Light Service which 
provided an opportunity for an hourôs quiet reflection and remembrance of our loved ones 
in the run-up to Christmas. Donations amounted to the amazing sum of £1014 which has 
been divided equally and forwarded to the Oncology Department at Northampton General 
Hospital, the Spinal Muscular Atrophy Research Trust and St Michael and All Angels 
church, Bugbrooke. 
Ann Shaw and Lynne Clayson  

Bugbrooke Guides 
We start the New Year in January with a quiz evening based on photographs of some of 
the things we have got up to in past years, and our popular party with great team games. 

The art explosion badge is going well, it has many elements that we are enjoying 
having a go at. 

The girls performed to the residents of Jubilee House before Christmas along with 
the bell ringers and Sue Pace. 

Finally we will be celebrating World Thinking Day in February. 
 We have spaces for girls aged 10 and welcome younger girls to join the waiting list 

Helen Asbery 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello Everyone, 
This is my last write-up for 2014. Weatherwise itôs white frost followed with sunshine. 

Nov. 26th. Today the making of table decorations for Christmas. June had provided 
all needed for this. So with red candles, foliage and cones we followed her instructions. 
What a lovely mass of colour when finished. So óthank-you, Juneô as we all took our 
arrangements home. 

Dec. 10th. A trip for many members to the pantomime in Northampton. I heard they 
enjoyed the outing. 

Dec.17th. A good time today as always. Our Christmas Lunch. Turkey and mixed 
veg, Christmas pudding, then óJohnny Redô a rock and roll entertainer, gave a most 
enjoyable afternoon, as all members there will agree. A lot of us were taken back to our 
youthful days. Come again Johnny. Then we had our extra special raffle prizes, a present 
from the Club, also amaryllis bulb in pot to grow for a competition at a meeting later in 
2015. Father Christmas helped as he (?) always comes. Tea, coffee, mince pies, chocs 
were enjoyed by all. So ended our time with Stephen, our vicar, with a short address and 
prayer for each and all. Again many thanks to our leaders and helpers for the effort given 
for our pleasure, not forgetting those men who come to help in the kitchen. 

New members are always welcome. Please ring Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870. 
Mrs D.M. French 
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Bugbrooke Community School 
We have done so much in the last term and have so much to look forward to - our 
amazing children and staff never stop! Since September we have been focusing on 
writing and providing exciting opportunities to write about. The most inspirational of these 
was probably the visit from a Santa Pod Dragster, which motivated even the most 
reluctant writers to produce high quality work. The progress that has been made has 
been remarkable for some children. 

We had fantastic Christmas 
ce lebrat ions  wi th  3 d i f fe rent 
performances on our stage (A First 
Nativity, Penguin Pete and Santaôs on 
Strike), as well as our own carol service 
and a carol service with some of the 
other schools in our cluster. As you can 
see the children looked amazing and 
performed with confidence and 
enthusiasm. It was wonderful to have so 
many of them involved. 

Now that we are into 2015 we have already been busy 
and had a very welcome visitor to our first assembly of the 
year. Robin Frost represented Bugbrooke Bowls Club and presented us with a very 
welcome cheque for £265 towards our ICT fund-raising. We were all very grateful ï this is 
a big project and we have a long way to go, so appreciate all the support we can get. 

We found out that Mr Frost had attended Bugbrooke School sixty years ago! We 
have invited him back to see how much school has changed, and wondered if there are 
any other past pupils who would like a trip down memory lane? If you would like to come 
back and let the children show you around please contact the school office and we will 
be delighted to arrange this. I know the children would be fascinated to hear your 
memories as well. 
Shelley Bramble, Head Teacher 
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Beaver Scout Colony 
This half term started with a bonfire for the Beavers, 
they all made a small Guy Fawkes out of a sock and 
then burnt them on the fire followed by toasting 
marshmallows. Some of the Beavers got attached to 
their Guys that they didn't want to burn them. We had 
a visit from the Guide Dog Association and the boys 
got to find out how difficult it was to find your way 
around when you can't see. They all had to negotiate 
around an obstacle course while wearing a blackout 
mask and using a white stick. They also made pizzas 
which they took home to cook (they all said they 
were yummy) and made Christmas decorations. The 
term ended with the boys going ice skating with the 
Cubs and Scouts at Whilton Locks. 

Four of the Beavers were awarded the Bronze 
Scout award which is the highest award they can 

achieve in Beavers and this is 
only awarded when they have 
completed all six challenge 
badges. The other Beavers were 
all awarded badges for their 
achievements. We said goodbye 
to three Beavers who will be 
moving to Cubs and look forward 
to welcoming some new Beavers 
in the New Year. 

 
The Scout Group would like to 
THANK the Village Community 
Café/Hairdressers/Chemist/
Primary School for each 
displaying a postbox to collect 
the Christmas Cards which were 
then delivered by the members 
of the Scout Group. 

Hope you had a good Christmas and have a good new year. See you on the 15th. 
Sue Deane 
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Village Profile 
Phillippa Betts  Manager of Bugbrookeôs Community Caf® 
Badgerôs Break 

 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
Lived here with my husband, Alan, and children Emily, 
Sam and Chloe, since 1999 apart from 3 years in India. 
Before coming here we lived in Pontieland, 
Northumberland, and before that on the Somerset Levels. 
I was brought up on the Isle of Wight. Iôm a Coulkhead. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Idyllic. I had 2 younger siblings, a pony, cats and dogs. I 
was very shy and unhappy at Primary School. Teachers 
there were very strict. I cried a lot and was scared. Didnôt 
learn to read. Janet and John didnôt work for me. Middle 
School was lovely and caring. There I was nurtured, 
literacy and art were appreciated. Then Kells High School was fantastic. 
What next? 
I was the first of my family to go into higher education. Spent 4 years at Cheltenham St. 
Paulôs & St. Maryôs studying Art and Design and qualifying as a Primary School 
teacher. I first taught in Hackney, Inner London. An incredible experience, such fun. 
Children called you by your first name. There was freedom to do creative work. Within 
the year ILEA was disbanded, and we had no resources. One little boy went to 
Ladbrokes and pinched paper and pencils for the class ñBut theyôre just there, Missò. 
What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
Community spirit. People talk to you. A smile goes a long way when you walk through 
the village. I enjoy being near the country and the brook. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
People driving too fast through the village. 
What are you most proud of? 
Recently I have got into Road Biking. At first I was scared of having my feet clipped in 
and fell off quite a bit. Alan and I (I was the only female) cycled from Milton Keynes to 
Sunderland, 264 miles, with a group from his company (Nissan) in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Care. As a couple we raised £1000  and the group (about 50) raised £14000 
which was then matched by Nissan. It was fantastic. 
 Do you enjoy music/sport? 
Brought up with 60s music. I enjoy live music ï jazz and rock. 
I used to be a runner and also loved horse-riding. Trained to be a Yoga teacher in 
India. Coming back from India has been quite hard and Yoga every day has helped me 
to focus and cope when things get difficult. 
What did you find so special about India? 
It was amazing. The children went to the American International School where there 
were 52 different nationalities. Everyone mixed. Everyone had a smile on their face. 
People would ask what is your good name? (I was Mrs Alan), what is your faith? what 
is your home country? Everyone valued education. They all work so hard there. I loved 
having sunshine every day plus having the beach close (even though it was the local 
toilet.) Coming back to a consumer led society was hard. 
How has India altered your life here? 
The food. Vegetarian food there was wonderful. I think also I am less judgemental. 
Indian tolerance has rubbed off on me. 
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Have you any advice for younger people? 
Learn to cook. Donôt rely on packets. Be aware of where your food comes from. 
What is your favourite food? 
Vegetarian. Dosa is delicious, masala dosa ï street food in India. 
What in life is most important to you? 
Having a happy healthy family. 
Interviewed by Pat Kent 

New Affordable Homes in Bugbrooke 
The last phase of affordable rented homes on the Johns Road development in 
Bugbrooke will be completed early in January 2015. There will be 6 x 2 bed houses 
and 5 x 3 bed houses in Cub Close. The rents range from £108 per week to £123 per 
week and the homes will be managed by Orbit Housing Association. 

To be considered for one of the rented homes you must be eligible to be placed 
on South Northamptonshire Councilôs housing register. Priority will then be given to 
people with a local connection to the parish of Bugbrooke including through residence, 
past residence, family residence or employment. A secondary priority will be given to 
people living in the adjacent villages of Rothersthorpe, Kislingbury, Pattishall, Gayton, 
Nether Heyford and Upper Heyford. To register with the council for housing please call 
01327 322322. 

There are also still some 2 and 3 bed shared ownership properties available for 
purchase. Shared ownership is a part rent / part buy scheme where purchasers can 
buy further portions of the property at a later date. The approximate initial costs are 
shown below. 

 If you are interested in one of the shared ownership properties you need to 
reg is ter with the government approved homebuy agent a t 
www.helptobuymidlands.co.uk. Or telephone 03458 502050 (option 2). 
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Bugbrooke in the Great War ð Snippets From the School 
Letters ï December 1914 
The last School letters we have available are for December 1914 . (We would love to know 
the whereabouts of any later volumes of letters.)  The content of the letters at this time is 
very much dominated by the war, though a few purely local things get a mention too (such 
as eggs being very scarce in the village and an outbreak of mumps). Here are some of the 
things mentioned in that month, 100 years ago, leading up to the first Christmas of the war: 
Week ending 4th December 
Signalman Thomas King on the battleship HMS Britannia had written to say he was in A1 
health, but it was against the rules to tell them what the Fleet was doing. 

Schoolchildren who lived near the railway say they constantly see special army 
transport trains laden with very big guns. 

Mr Leeson of the Swan Inn collected 300 cigarettes to send to soldiers on the front. 
Mr Nathanoff gave an account of the bombardment of Antwerp and how a friend of his 

was able to escape to England. (See the article below on Belgian refugees.) 
Miss M. Moore (sister of the nurse Eva Moore whose story we gave in Roger 

Colbourneôs article in the October LINK) calls attention to the fact that in Shorncliffe Hospital 
a hundred patients (soldiers) were received in one day suffering from pneumonia, 
bronchitis, rheumatism, fever and influenza. 

Eric Poole had sent a letter giving the bright side of life in the trenches. As an instance 
they occasionally stuck up a loaf of bread for the enemy to fire at and in one case a loaf had 
five shots through it. He said he was well and ñwrites as if it were fine fun to be in the 
trenches up to the knees in mudò. (Note Eric Poole was to be killed in action in July 1916.) 

Strong winds that week prompted the remark: ñas far as zeppelins and flying machines 
are concerned the stronger the betterò. 

Stanley Barnard enlisted. 
Week ending 11th December 
Advice was received not to send postcards to soldiers on the front that showed humorous 
pictures of the Kaiser because if a soldier is captured with one ñhe is liable to be ill-treated 
or perhaps shotò. 

Gunner J. Marshall wrote to Miss M. Moore thanking her for a muffler. 
Mr W. Higginbottom showed pupils a boot his Northampton firm were making for 

soldiers on the front. 
Shortly after midnight on Wednesday military manoeuvres took place in the village ï ña 

stirring and exciting scene under a bright moonò. 
The Rector asked for (and received) a supply of plum puddings, cigarettes etc to the 

weight of 7lbs to send to soldiers on the front. 
Concern is expressed that no news has been received from Corporal James Clarke 

(we now know he had been killed on 29th October ï the villageôs first casualty of the war. 
More details about him are in the last issue of LINK). 

Private James Barnes writes in a postcard that HM the King had visited them. 
News received that private Fred Wooding had been invalided home from the front to 

Bury St Edmunds. 
Week ending 18th December 
New recruits were private John Billingham and private W J Billingham. 

Mr A Reginald Wright of the Army Transport Service left Lea with a convoy of 50 
wagons for Avonmouth, Bristol and embarked for France (he was a son of the school 
master Frank Wright). 

A long and interesting letter was received from Private James Barnes, 11th Hussars. 
This gave a well written account of his experiences in the fighting lines and was sent on to 
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the local newspapers who published extracts from it. (Note James Barnes was to be killed 
in action in May 1915.) 

Gunner Philip Turland spent last weekend at home. 
Lance Corporal Horace White was believed to have received a commission (Note he 

had been made a temporary second lieutenant. He was to be another casualty of the war, 
dying of wounds in 1917.) 

A brief note had now been received from a sergeant in James Clarkeôs regiment 
stating that James had been killed in action. It was decided not to accept this as final 
however since he was not named in any of the official lists. 

A postcard received from signalman Thomas King on HMS Britannia recording his 
thanks for Christmas parcels. 

Visit from private Henry Westle, Northants Regiment. (Note he was to be another 
casualty being killed in April 1916. His brother William was killed later the same year.) 

Private Fred Wooding now invalided home. 
An aeroplane was seen over Fosters Booth. 
As the end of term approaches this comment is made: ñWe cannot honestly wish our 

friends the usual merry and joyful greetings. It may be a childrenôs Christmas but for adults 
the time is too serious and we can only offer our good wishesò. 
Jim Inch for the 100 years project,   www.Bugbrookelink.co.uk/ww1 

Belgian Refugees 
In the early days of World War One about a quarter of a million refugees fled to Britain from 
Belgium following the German invasion. Up and down the country Committees were set up 
to find accommodation for these refugees and give them help. Various references are 
made in the school letters to the local ñBelgian Committeeò. It is not clear just what area the 
Committee covered, but it seems to have included Bugbrooke and one or two other 
villages. There is reference to refugees coming to Litchborough and Pattishall; and to them 
living in the Toll House (at Fosters Booth presumably) which seems to have been used as 
a sort of hostel, 

In October 1914 there was a Belgium day held in Bugbrooke. The Ladies of the 
Committee sold copies of the ñPimpernelò and raised Ã7 11 shillings.  Later in the month 
there was a meeting of the Committee at the Council School ñto consider ways and means 
of offering a home to a small number of refugeesò. 

The School letters record the following lighter incident: ñ . . . a lady collector called 
upon a villager to ask for a weekly contribution to the Belgian fund and explained that 
possibly a Belgian family would come here to Byre Farm. Whereupon the villager remarked 
quite innocently ð What! Buy a farm. I didnôt know there was one to sell.ñ 

It is not stated whether a refugee family ever actually moved into Byre Farm. However 
we know the Committee provided Monsieur and Madame Nathanoff ñwith a comfortable 
little home in Kiln Yardò. (The cottages in Kiln Yard have long since been demolished but 
they were off Ace Lane.)  Monsieur Nathanoff is described as having been a lace seller in 
Lille (which is curious because Lille is actually in France though very close to the border 
with Belgium). He seems to have spoken quite good English and was befriended by the 
schoolmaster Frank Wright, who got him to give a talk to the school. Monsieur Nathanoff 
gave an account to the children of how a family who were friends of his escaped from the 
bombardment of Antwerp. In the confusion the family were separated but they all managed 
to get to England eventually though by different routes. The family, which included a 
newborn baby, were housed in Pattishall. The School letters also record the touching 
reunion of this family with the Nathanoffs. 

A further reference to Belgian refugees comes in a letter from Nurse Eva Moore who 
tells of a visit to Folkestone where she saw ñhundreds of the poor creatures living on boats 
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in Folkestone Harbour as there is nowhere else for them to goò. She says she admires 
the splendid way the people of Bugbrooke have come forward to help the refugees. 
Jim Inch for the 100 Years Project 

Philip Campionôs War 
In 1919 Philip Campion recorded his experiences in the 
Great War under the title ñThe Experiences of a Yeoman 
1914 ð 1918ò. Running to 17 typed pages this document 
is a remarkable account of the adventures of one son of 
Bugbrooke in that terrible conflict. The most common 
image we have of the First World War is of the western 
front in France. However Philip Campionôs war took him 
elsewhere: through the Mediterranean to Egypt, Gallipoli 
and Palestine. Twice he was to be torpedoed whilst 
aboard troop ships. He was to be stricken with dysentery; 
and he was to survive many ferocious battles. 

However the winter of 1914/15 saw him in Norfolk. 
This was not just for training (though there was plenty of 
that). At this stage of the war there was real fear of a 
German invasion, and the young Philip recalls spending 
bitterly cold nights on the edge of the cliffs between Sheringham and Cromer ïñand the 
spies we thought we saw; one fellow stuck his bayonet into a sand box on the Golf 
Links.ò  Philip and his fellows of the Warwickshire Yeomanry spent their Christmas Eve 
sleeping on the straw by their horses which were saddled up and ready to move if 
necessary. 

The account of how Philip came to join the Warwickshire Yeomanry was given in 
David Marshallôs article in the October issue of LINK. We shall be following trooper 
Campionôs later experiences as they unfold over the centenary period. If you wish to 
read the whole of his memoir it is available as a pdf on the LINK website. 

Philip Campion was born in 1895. He is the grandfather of Margaret Raymond of 
Home Farm. 
Jim Inch for the 100 Years Project 

Nature Notes  
Natural Changes? 
It is over 5 years since I began to write the Nature Notes for LINK, and I have decided 
that it is the time to pass Nature Notes to someone else. During that time there have 
been quite a few changes to our natural environment, both in the wider world and more 
locally. Some have been caused by climate change, some are because of manôs 
intervention and some seem to be things that have just happened and have no easy 
explanation. We often hear that nature is doomed as a result of severe weather, 
whether it is too hot, too cold, too dry or too wet, but nature seems to be far more 
resilient than expected. Two years ago we were experiencing quite a cold winter for us 
in this country. We had snow before Christmas and the cold weather continued 
throughout the spring and didnôt relent until June. National conservation organisations 
predicted that small birds, such as the tit family, would have suffered such harm that 
they would find it difficult to recover. Now, if you put seeds and nuts out for the birds, 
you will see that we seem to have an extraordinary number of blue tits, great tits and 
coal tits. Yes, probably the numbers did suffer at the time of the cold winter, but they 
soon recovered. 



30 

 

 



31 

In Bugbrooke, we have seen other species of birds that were unusual even a few 
years ago. Red kites were very rare, but since their reintroduction near Rockingham and 
in Oxfordshire, they are far more likely to be seen around here. I saw a red kite on the A5 
between Fosters Booth and Towcester last week where you would normally expect to see 
buzzards. When I saw a large bird of prey there, I assumed it was a buzzard, but as we 
got closer, it was quite apparent that it was a red kite. The little egret is another bird that 
was rare in this country 15 years ago, and then you needed to be in the marshes of East 
Anglia or further south. Now we regularly see them fishing in the brook. 

The brook has been the place for other changes that perhaps are less welcome. The 
signal crayfish can be seen quite easily by the clapper bridge. They are originally from the 
Americas and are much larger and more ferocious than our native crayfish who have had 
little defence against the interlopers. They have now become dominant in all our 
waterways and there seems to be little that can be done about it, but who knows? We are 
not very good at predicting what will happen next, nor are the experts. 

Another animal that has become more common in our waterways is the otter. A 
couple of years ago, Jim Inch saw one in the brook, but they are such shy creatures that 
you have to be very lucky to see one even if it is there. When he reported it to 
Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust, he was told that every river in the country had otters. 

The changes to our local natural environment are of interest to us, and they form part 
of a wider picture. If the natural world is important to you, take notice of it and tell me 
about the changes you see. By the time you receive this edition of LINK, the weekend for 
the Bugbrooke Birdwatch will have passed, but the people who take part in it are helping 
to form a picture of Bugbrooke wildlife and the changes that are ongoing. You may have 
missed the weekend for the Birdwatch, but you can take part up until 1st February. The 
tally forms are available at www. bugbrookelink.co.uk and please let me have your forms 
by 2nd February. 

If you would like to become the Nature Notes correspondent for LINK, let anyone on 
the LINK committee know, or get in touch with me. 
Margaret Cooke. 832125. 
 

Crime Statistics ï Update from PCSO Jen Harrison, Heyfords and Bugbrooke Wards 
October 

Theft of vehicle number plate, Close Road, Nether Heyford 
Cycle stolen from insecure garage, Litchborough Road, Bugbrooke 
Front window smashed, Johns Road, Bugbrooke 

November 
Attempted burglary of dwelling, Tibbs Way, Bugbrooke 
Burglary of dwelling, Badgers Close, Bugbrooke 
Criminal damage to vehicle, Main Road, Upper Heyford 
Theft from a garden, Chipsey Avenue, Bugbrooke 
Attempted burglary of dwelling, Chipsey Avenue, Bugbrooke 
Theft from a garden, Ridgeway Furlong, Nether Heyford 
Burglary of dwelling, Church Lane, Bugbrooke 
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Theft of house sign, High Street, Bugbrooke 
Criminal damage to vehicle, Hillside Crescent, Nether Heyford 
Burglary of a building, Great Lane, Bugbrooke 
Criminal damage to vehicle, High Street, Bugbrooke 

After Christmas 
Make sure you register any electrical devices you have online, in case you have the 
misfortune of having items lost or stolen (www.immobilise.com). This helps the police 
return any items that are recovered to the owner. 

Take photos of any items you have of value including any sentimental jewellery and 
keep a record of any serial numbers you have for items of worth. 

Please also make sure you keep receipts of items you have purchased. 
Watch Out 
For males trying to sell solar panels and asking for scrap in the South Northants area, 
and thieves stealing heating oil. If you have oil fired heating consider: 

¶ Do you need a full tank/ 

¶ Do you have a flow alarm? 

¶ Is the tank hidden? 

¶ Do you have any thorny plants around the tank? 

¶ Do you padlock the taps? 

¶ If you are replacing the tank,  is it double skinned? 

¶ Can it be located somewhere more secure? 
Phone Scam Advice 
The offenders are deliberately targeting older victims. Police are repeating crime 
prevention advice about a continuing phone scam where people are manipulated into 
parting with their credit and bank card details. 

During the scam the offender calls the resident purporting to be a police officer 
investigating a fraud on their bank account, a fraud investigator from a bank or other 
bank official. Police Advice: 

¶ Police and banks will never ask for your pin or bank card 

¶ Police will not cold call about a suspected offence 

¶ Banks will never suggest that you hand your card to a courier 

¶ Never give your card details, PIN or bank card to anyone 

¶ If you receive one of these calls end it immediately 

¶ Report any incidents to the police. 999 if the crime is in action, 101 if not. 
Crime Prevention Advice 
The most basic home security measure ï lock up ï gets overlooked more often than you 
think and a surprising number of people leave windows open or forget to lock the door. 
Donôt make it easy for burglars! Take these simple precautions to reduce the risk of 
becoming a victim of crime: 
Your Home 

¶ Keep front and back doors locked at all times ï even when youôre at home. 

¶ If you are out in the evening make sure you leave a light on and draw the 
curtains. If its dark before you get home, use timer switches to turn on the 
lights. 

¶ Light up your front door with dusk to dawn lighting ï make sure itôs visible 
from the street. 

¶ Keep keys and valuables out of sight, and reach, from cat flaps, letterboxes, 
and downstairs doors and windows. 
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¶ If you have a burglar alarm, use it. 

¶ Donôt forget garages, sheds and outbuildings ï make sure theyôre locked 
and secure. 

Find out how to carry out a home security self assessment by visiting 
www.northants.police.uk crime prevention. 
Your Car 
Always keep your car locked and close the windows ï even if you are only leaving the 
vehicle for a few moments. 

Always remove all items from your vehicle when parked ï even an old coat may be 
enough to tempt a thief. 

If you have information about crime or criminals, call police on 101, above NHW 
Hotline, or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. 
Raves 
Please call the police if you notice the following: 

¶ Posters or messages advertising a rave 

¶ Cropped bolts on a gate 

¶ People in cars or vans stopping to look into a field or climbing over a fence 
into a field 

¶ Flattened or disturbed hedgerows 

¶ Anyone acting suspiciously. 
Action Fraud 
They are now the UKôs national reporting centre for fraud and internet crime where you 
should report fraud if you have been scammed, defrauded or experienced cyber crime. 
They provide a central point of contact for information about fraud and financially 
motivated internet crime. Call ACTION FRAUD (National Fraud & Cyber Crime 
Reporting Centre), on 0300 123 2040. 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
The sum collected in the village for the 2014 annual Poppy Appeal was £1443.80. I 
would like to thank everyone who gave to this very worthwhile appeal, also thank the 
shops, pubs, and schools who kindly had collecting boxes and trays of poppies on 
display. After being your local poppy appeal organiser for the last 10 years, I am now 
retiring from this position, which I have enjoyed doing, and am pleased to say that I 
have found an ideal person to take over from me, and that is Mr John Perkins, who 
while he was at Campion School teaching, did so much towards the poppy collection 
there each year. I am certain that I could not have found a more reliable person to take 
over this position from me. 
Terry Ward  

Bugbrooke History Group 
Itôs been a very eventful year for those interested in history. 

 The 100 year anniversary of the start of the 1st World War stimulated research 
into what was going on in Bugbrooke as well as in France and Belgium. Geoff Cooke, 
Jim Inch, Dave Marshall and Roger Colbourne have produced an ongoing account of 
how international events affected Bugbrooke men and women (see articles in the 
LINK). An evening of reports, diaries, maps, postcards and photos from our own 
granddads, great granddads, uncles and great uncles, gave us a fascinating couple of 
hours with related experiences from the Desert, the Oceans, from India and Africa. 

Jon-Paul gave us a wonderful miscellany of food manufacture and selling, 
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reminding us of the changes in shopping style over the years. Many of us could 
remember how things were before the Supermarket, particularly shops in Northampton. 

During the Summer there was metal detecting, I got quite keen on buying one, but 
then thought that Ben Snelson has possibly already discovered the buried riches of 
Bugbrooke. 

Our New Year Walk was cold, VERY COLD, but thanks to Dave and John we 
were warmed by the snippets of history of the Cut (Canal). For example, the origin of 
the phrase óHave no truck withô óTommy rotô óNavigationô. What are the big blocks of 
wood under the bridge? Where were the lime kilns? Every year this walk is a cold one, 
every year we learn something new. Every year I photograph the backs of people 
walking away from me. So this year I took a photo inside the Sunday School where we 
are warm and revitalized by our mulled wine. 

Our next meeting is Wed. Feb 11th, 7.30pm in the Community Centre. 
We are awaiting the start of the archeological dig on the Millennium Green. What 

will be found by the team from Warwick University? If you are interested in taking part 
in this survey, contact me. The dig is due to start on the 9th February, and to last 3 
weeks. 
Pat Kent  secretary, tel 01604 830518  e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Did you know? 
The canal bank near Eliottôs Bridge (Bugbrooke to Stowe footpath) used to look like the 
seaside in the Summer Holidays. There is a sandy bank (near the new Marina) and 
local youngsters would picnic there and wade in and have a swim. Health and Safety 
had not reared its head in those days and, provided you dodged the working barges, 
everyone had a good time. 
John Curtis 
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Carols on the Green  
Thanks to the wonderful choir we had on the green on Christmas Eve. It was the 
largest turn out ever ð I think we'll have to inform the police next year!! And many 
thanks to Alan for the mulled wine and to you all for contributing to our Tanzanian 
school. 
Sue Pace 

Bugbrooke East Africa Trust (BEAT) 
Last year BEAT was able to fund the 
building of a Science Laboratory at 
Olmotonyi Secondary School in 
Tanzania as well as another double 
house for teachers. This may prove to 
be the last major building project but we 
are continuing to support both a clinic at 
Butonge in western Kenya and 
Olmotonyi Secondary School. We have 
just sent out funds to buy more desks 
and to pay bursaries for girls school 
fees for the coming year. 
The local MP, Goodluck Ole-Medeye, 
decided that after all these years it was 
about time Tanzania said a proper thank 
you so he organised for the Minister of 
Education, Mr Shukuru Kawambwa, to 
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visit the school and Tony had to be present so he made a short visit in November. 
BEAT is still raising to continue our work so any donations will be gratefully 

received. 
Tony Pace 832516 

Junior Badminton Club 
www.bugbrookebadminton.co.uk/juniors 
Bugbrooke Badminton Club are launching a junior club in 2015.  We offer coaching to 
juniors aged 6 to 16 and accept a wide range of abilities from beginners to advanced. 

Why join a junior badminton club? 

¶Experienced coaches develop the juniors badminton game 

¶Get more exercise 

¶Improve co-ordination and concentration 

¶Have fun! 

¶Become part of a bigger club, with a dedicated junior section, with 
advancement into the senior club once a suitable standard is reached 

¶Develop a skill you can take anywhere.  If you move away, you can walk into a 
club and make new friends 

¶Not weather dependent - you wonôt get soaked if you come and watch! 

 
From September 2015 onwards we hope to be able to keep the Thursday evening 
coaching. 

Where ? 
Campion School, 7 Kislingbury Road, Bugbrooke, Northamptonshire, NN7 3QG. 
How Much ? 
Sessions are £4 per person per night for 1 ½ hours coaching. 
We ask for payment in advance per each half term. 
For more information please see below, or contact one of the following people, or 

visit the website www.bugbrookebadminton.co.uk/juniors 
 

Head Coach   Fiona McNaughton ï fmcnaughton1@yahoo.com ï 07557 361976 
Lead Coach    Paul Warsop ï paulwarsop@gmail.com ï 07756 615610 
Club Secretary   Claire Barnard ï clairekbarnard@hotmail.com ï 07771 922915 
Welfare Officer   Carl Dillow ï carl.dillow@talktalk.net - 07740 092520 

Volunteers needed! 
Can you spare a few hours to help out at Bugbrooke Community Cafe? We need 
more volunteers to keep it running smoothly! Washing up, helping prepare food or 
waitressing are all necessary jobs that need more people. 
Phillippa Betts (07563 605508),  07773 259691(café) 

January to Easter 
Wednesday evenings  6 - 7.30pm 
7 January - 11 Feb - 6 weeks 
25 Feb - 25 March - 5 weeks 

Easter to Summer 
Thursday evenings  6 - 7.30pm 
16 April - 21 May - 6 weeks 
4 June - 16 July - 7 weeks 
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Tabletop Sale 28
th
 February 11.00 ï 3.00p.m.  Bugbrooke Community Centre. Tables 

£8 paid in advance. Contact Debbie Lee 07803 585793 to book. 

http://www.bugbrookebadminton.co.uk/juniors
http://www.bugbrookebadminton.co.uk/junoirs
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Bugbrooke St. Michaels F.C.  
The Football Club thanks residents for the many complementary remarks regarding the 
Firework Display that the club put on in November. The club will continue to provide this 
annual event for the village as long as it can keep paying for the increasing cost of 
fireworks. We apologise for not arranging a bonfire any more because of the red tape and 
Health and Safety regulations which make it too difficult to insure. We look forward to 
seeing you all again next year. 

The club will also be holding a comedy night at the clubhouse on Saturday, 8th April. If 
you would like to obtain tickets, please contact Willie Marriott on 831606. The club also 
held a successful Carol Singing in the club in the week before Christmas. It was 
accompanied by the Towcester Studio Band. 

On the football field the club is continuing to make progress. We are looking at ways of 
providing floodlights on the newly acquired land next to the car park. This will enable the 
club to improve its training facilities for the benefit of both senior and junior sides. 

All teams are enjoying a good season. The current best senior performances are 
coming from the Reserves and óBô sides who are currently near the top of their leagues. The 
1st XI is about mid-table, whilst the óAôs are improving and moving up their league after a 
poor start to the season. Youth teams continue to give excellent experience to our young 
players with the help of top quality coaching and encouragement from parents. One player, 
Glenn Middleton, who graduated from the Bugbrooke youth system to be taken on by 
Norwich City has had the honour of representing Scotland Under 16s on 7 occasions. As 
he is still only 15 this is a terrific feather in his cap. Good luck, Glenn. We are all behind you 
and watching with pleasure and pride. 

The clubhouse is always open on Saturdays when there are usually 2 games taking 
place. Why not come along and have a coffee and plate of chips whilst watching from the 
clubhouse. We are always pleased to see new faces and especially keen to see former 
players when they can make it. 
John Curtis  

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Pre season Junior Net practice is at Campion, Mondays (6.30 to 7.30) from January 12th to 
March 23rd  excluding half-term on February 16th. 

Pre-season Senior Net Practice will be at the County Ground, Wednesdays (8 to 9) 
from February 4th to April 8th (2 lanes).   

Any new players who wish to join the club, will be made very welcome, and should 
contact Club President, Peter White on 01604 830452, email p.g.white@btinternet.com. 

Wind Turbine Proposals 
Airvolution Energyôs application for four wind turbines south of the M1 between Bugbrooke 
and Kislingbury has now been submitted to South Northamptonshire Council.  Key 
elements of the planning application are available on the project website www.blakemore-
wind.co.uk, where you can also register for project news updates.  The planning application 
is available online via the Planning section of the Councilôs website. 

 A hard copy of the application is now available for viewing at the Parish Office in 
Bugbrooke, located at the Community Centre, Camp Close, off Camp Hill, Bugbrooke, NN7 
3R.   The Parish Office is open on Mondays and Tuesdays between the hours of 09:30 and 
16:30 and on Thursday mornings between 09:30 and 13:30.  It is advisable to call the office 
before you visit on 01604 832 838. 

 For queries please contact Airvolution Energy on 0800 014 7080 (free from landlines) 
Sarah Ward, Airvolution Energy. 

 

http://www.blakemore-wind.co.uk/
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