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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 196), February 2016 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
Once again, thank you so much for the variety and quality of the 
contributions to this issue of LINK, which is apparent from even a 
quick flick through this edition.  

We seem to be in a good place in terms of financial support 
from our fantastic advertisers and many individuals who contribute 
towards the end result, namely the printed magazine that is provided every two months. 

However, in the face of competition from social media we need your continuing 
support to remain relevant and to provide a service that continues to be worthwhile and 
well received by many of you. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 
March 2016, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred 
way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 
Advert Disclaimer 
The committee can accept no responsibility for the goods and services provided by the 
advertisers in LINK, so you may wish to ask for recommendations and make checks to 
satisfy yourself. 

Parish Council 
The Parish Council still has about £1500 to allocate to village organisations for the 
financial year (up to March 31st) under its Grant Funding Scheme. Up to £500 can be 
claimed by community organisations towards any projects they may have that will 
improve facilities for the benefit of the community. If you wish to apply for an Application 
Form please contact the Parish Clerk. 

In this edition of LINK the Parish Council Environmental Warden will be giving his 
take on environmental issues under the “Talking Rubbish” label. The Parish Council will 
consider taking on board any issues raised but, at the end of the day, it is up to each of 
us to maintain a pleasant environment in which to live. Issues regarding broken bottles, 
dog fouling and litter dropping are all down to individuals having poor regard for their 
community and environment. We should not expect our nominated few to address all 
these problems. Perhaps those of use with a regard for the place we live in should take 
some responsibility for picking up litter whilst being prepared to comment when 
standards of behaviour fail to be observed. 

The Council is considering replacing the worn out Notice Board at West End. If 
possible it will be relocated close to the new Bus Shelter so that it is of maximum benefit 
to the residents of Peace Hill and West End. 

A village enhancement grant has been received from Persimmon Homes in relation 
to their contribution as compensation for the houses built at the end of Johns Road. The 
Parish Council will be deciding how best to use this money for the benefit of the village. 
It has to be spend on capital schemes that will stand for future generations. Persimmon, 
as part of their planning agreement, have also provided a new play area for children at 
the end of Johns Road. This will be available to all youngsters in the village and will 
complement the schemes at the Primary School and Playing Fields. 

Front Page:   An early sign of  Spring. Christian Finley took this picture whilst out 
walking his dog at the end of December. 
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The Parish Clerk has received the final Deed of Grant of Easement in relation to the 
Church Car Park. This was proving a thorn in the side regarding completion of the long 
drawn out saga of the new graveyard. It is now hoped that all transfers will be complete 
and work can begin to extend the Millennium Green into the Glebe Field. 
John Curtis 

Response from Dennis Warwick 
I refer to the photograph in the October 2015 LINK “Bugbrooke Cubs, circa 1967”; I can 
put a name to two of the boys. Bottom row, third from the left is my son Patrick D.O.B. 
3.3.1959. Patrick attended the junior school 
then Campion school; he left at 15 and went 
into the Junior Leaders, like his elder brother 
Dennis. After his training he went into the 
Greenjackets Regiment and did two tours of 
Northern Ireland at the height of the troubles. 
From Ireland, where he married a girl from 
Londonderry, he went to Germany for a few 
years and then joined Northampton Borough 
Council as a driver and is still there. Bottom 
row, second from left is another son Martin 
D.O.B. 19.5.1961. Martin attended the junior 
school then went on to Campion where he got 
the bug for rugby. He went to work for 
Barclaycard in Northampton and rose up the 
ranks to manager of the “Fraud Squad” which 
involved world-wide travel.  He still travels but 
works for himself and lives in Cogenhoe. 

Rural Crime Article 
Making Northamptonshire the safest place in England requires us to recognise and 
understand the differing needs and challenges of our urban and rural communities. I 
have therefore, along with the Chief Constable of Northamptonshire Police, introduced a 
Rural Action Strategy, which outlines my aspirations to tackle rural crime. This is 
important as Northamptonshire is well above the national average of 17% of people 
living in rural locations, with almost a third of our population living in and around rural 
towns. 

Our Rural Action Vision centres on the key points of communication, prevention, 
performance, training & equipment, community engagement, victims and witnesses. We 
will maximise our capacity and ability to communicate effectively, in a timely and 
accurate way, with rural communities. We will improve and use police and partnership 
tactics to prevent and detect crime in rural areas. We have developed a modern 
definition of ‘rural crime’ in order to measure performance, which identifies those crimes 
of concerns to rural communities. We are developing a clear command structure, 
governance regime, and stake holder map, to ensure that formal bodies such as NPCC, 
NFU and ‘Watch’ bodies are involved along with local arrangements such as Rural 
Forums and community groups. We will review and improve training and equipment 
provided to rural officers, staff and volunteers. We will plan engagement with rural 
communities to create a County-wide rural calendar of events and key seasonal crime 
types. We will be victim focused in our response and investigation efforts, and this will 
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include Voice as well as an improved general response. 
If you would like to find out more about our Rural Action Strategy, please visit the 

website at http://www.northamptonshireruralaction.co.uk/ 
Adam Simmons, Police & Crime Commissioner Northants. 

Unreserved, Undiluted, Unrestricted Love 
Well, here we are a few weeks into the New Year with the only 
visible difference of change is from a five to a six and an ever 
increasing sense of insecurity and despondency for the future! 

Where is the assurance we desire that our future will be 
secure, not only for us but for our children and grandchildren when 
all we have is a fragile assurance of peace and stability based on 
bigger and better weapons and our security forces getting it 100% correct all the 
time? 

I can’t offer any answer to the above as I too fear for the future, but what I can do 
is offer the assurance of God’s love in all that the years throw at us. 

In my last article I talked about the certainty of the existence of Jesus as an 
historic figure, however over the Christmas season I heard many a T.V. piece and 
Radio interview still throwing an air of uncertainty over the most significant event in 
history, as people got caught up in the finer details of information rather than the 
assurance the event gives us. 

I would like to illustrate my point, and apologies to those who attended the Carol 
Service before Christmas who will have heard this before. 

When Chris (my late wife) and I went shopping around Christmas for the 
perennial Christmas Dress.  We would go to all the dress shops and department 
stores eventually going back to the first one and deciding to try on the dress she first 
saw! 

Chris would then go into the Changing Rooms leaving me to look after the bags 
and looking embarrassed and ill at ease as most ladies changing rooms are 
positioned in the lingerie department!  After a few uncomfortable minutes she would 
come out of the changing room, minus shoes, with the dress on and looking directly at 
me asking the question “Does this make me look fat?”.  I’m no martyr and not foolish 
enough to answer the query directly!  

The question asks for information but the real question is about affirmation!  After 
twenty five years together and two children later, although my body is not in the same 
shape as it was when we first met she’s asking ‘Do you still love me and still find me 
desirable?’ 

We can often miss the affirmation about God’s love for us by asking questions 
for information rather than affirmation. 

If you want to experience God’s unreserved, undiluted and unrestricted love, 
look for affirmation in all the ups and downs of life. 

Psalm 121:-  
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 

    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, 

    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— 

    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 

http://www.northamptonshireruralaction.co.uk/
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    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The Lord watches over you— 

    the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord will keep you from all harm— 

    he will watch over your life; 
8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going 

    both now and forevermore. 
 
Seek first the affirmation of God’s love in 2016 and for eternity. 
Grace and Peace 

Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

Bugbrooke Millennium Green 
As a public-spirited chairman of the Millennium Green Trust I spent a rainy morning over the 
Christmas period removing graffiti from the Millennium Green notice board. Fortunately, this 
is a rare occurrence and I firmly believe that it is important to remove it as soon as possible 
whenever and wherever it appears. 

The major issue over the past few years has been the exchange of a small part of the 
Millennium Green land for the considerably larger Glebe Field land in order to provide an 
extension to the existing churchyard and to increase and enhance the Millennium Green. 
Without this extension, the existing churchyard will be full within a year or two and no further 
burials possible. This has taken much longer than we first thought when the process began in 
2011. Funded by the Parish Council and supported by the Parochial Church Council, the 
agreement of the Diocese has eventually been obtained. All the required (and often complex) 
transactions and approvals are now completed and we have signed the legal documents 
required. Provided there are no (further) last minute hitches, work to incorporate the Glebe 
Field as part of the Millennium Green should begin this year.  

Thanks are due to the parish clerk for the considerable time and effort that she has 
spent to achieve a successful conclusion. 

In anticipation, a large number of whips were planted last year by Trust members and 
other volunteers to mark the new boundary with the proposed churchyard extension. 
Unfortunately, many of them had to be removed temporarily to allow access for the 
archaeological dig required as a condition of the planning application for change of use of 
this land to a churchyard. It could be said that if a job is worth doing, it is worth doing twice! 
Trust members were also unhappy with the state of the Green following the main 
archaeological dig. It left much work to be done to reinstate it to its previous condition and, 
almost a year later, the written archaeological report of the findings is still awaited. 

In the meantime, working parties of trustees and other volunteers rally round on Spring 
and Autumn Saturday mornings to undertake the usual seasonal chores. The Green then 
becomes a hive of activity, with sweeping, pruning, weeding, hoeing and general tidying. 
Nothing is wasted; we have cages for producing leaf mould kindly made for us by Trevor 
Browne. Anyone interested in some healthy fresh air and exercise should look out for the 
notices about these activities on the notice boards in March and October. 
David Harries 
Chairman, Bugbrooke Millennium Green Trust 
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Bugbrooke WI 
Frank Berry‘s visit in November proved to be very popular.  He was accompanied by his 
wife Chris and guide dog Quasi. Frank explained how his sight had deteriorated and he 
was persuaded to have a guide dog. This not only improved his ability to get around but 
also helped him to develop new interests. Chris told us how Frank’s eye condition and 
having Quasi has changed her life and how they have adapted to different 
circumstances. 

In December, Renee Watt entertained us first of all with her guitar music, and then 
with her guitar and voice before she handed out percussion instruments. Before we 
knew it we were joining in with the singing and playing instruments. It was very relaxed 
and gentle though we did do a “performance” of the 12 Days of Christmas which had us 
all on our toes. 

The book club, crafty chatter and the darts meetings continue to thrive. Our skittles 
team has lost two matches and drawn one with 2 more to play. 

We have a variety of speakers and activities for 2016 starting with a table top 
games evening in January and in February the topic is Diamond and Pearls. Neil 
McMahon is our speaker for our March meeting with a talk entitled “Cold Case 
Investigations”. In April we go to sunnier climes when Shirley Allen shines a Spotlight on 
Spain. 

Bugbrooke W.I. belongs to the Northamptonshire Federation of Women’s Institutes. 
The County Federation is part of the National Federation and this is affiliated to 
A.C.W.W. (The Associated Country Women of the World). At all levels there is plenty to 
choose from, to take part in and enjoy. 

Our programme for 2016 is available and we will give you a warm welcome. 
Jean Marshall 831016 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
I am pleased to announce the sum collected by the Village of Bugbrooke for 2015’s 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal was £1016.67. Although this is a little lower than last 
year’s amount, interest in remembering those who perished in conflicts has increased 
amongst some groups. Talks I did reflecting on those who died in the two World Wars 
were well received by the Girl Guides and Year Nine at Campion School (November 5th 
and 9th respectively). I would like to thank all those who took time to go house to house, 
promote the cause or take time to reflect on the names and sacrifice of those who died 
who came from Bugbrooke. Most shops, eating outlets, and Public Houses kindly put out 
collecting boxes and trays of poppies. Both the Primary and Secondary schools in the 
village also collected money and sold poppies (or other British Legion products) allowing 
the work of the charity to help veterans and go ahead for yet another year. Once again I 
am grateful for the support and advice Terry Ward gave me this year. 

This is a worthwhile charity which not only respects the sacrifices of the past but 
provides crucial support for survivors of a variety of war zones. On behalf of the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal may I add a sincere thank you for your kindness and giving. 
John Perkins 

Tree of Eternal Light Service 2015 
A big thank you to everyone who came to the 2015 Tree of Light service; to those who 
come every year, to the considerable number of people attending for the first time this 
year and to those who helped on the afternoon. The format was different this year 
because neither Ann nor I could be sure of being able to organise it due to ill health. In 
the event, thankfully, we were both able to be present on the afternoon and were very 
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pleased by the turnout and the atmosphere. As always the church looked beautiful in the 
candlelight and the tree looked stunning covered with stars. Next year the service will 
revert to something more like our traditional format although we shall continue to hold it on 
the afternoon of the first Sunday in December as we feel that is probably more acceptable 
than turning out on a weekday evening. Thank you again for bearing with us and we hope 
you got comfort from the afternoon and the act of remembrance. 
Ann Shaw and Lynne Clayson 

Bugbrooke History Group 
There was a shared sense of triumph as 15 walkers arrived at the Sunday School after the 
annual History Group New Year Walk on Sunday 3rd January. The rain had poured down 
on them, but they were ready for the weather and Dave Hewitt supplied the running 
(walking) commentary on local history and folk law of the buildings they walked past. They 
were all glad of the mulled wine, coffee, tea and snacks that were waiting for them in the 
Sunday School and also happy that they had braved the inclement weather yet again. Did 
you know about the woman who made the best pork pies in the area, or about 
Bugbrooke’s soap factory? It’s all part of Local History. If you missed the walk this year 
watch out for the date next year. Newcomers to the village are particularly welcome. 

A couple of weeks before Christmas saw members of the History Group out on the 
playing field in a roaring gale following up clues from an old aerial photo which suggested 
something significant had been built there (on the site of the rugby pitch). Of course, rugby 
enthusiasts will be relieved to know that we are not planning on digging trenches, but on 
this very windy Saturday we did a magnetometer survey which turned up some anomolies 
in the ground. We hope to do electrical resistivity tests later in the year (when it’s warm 
and dry) to find out more about walls, banks and ditches. It is interesting to think about 
ancient settlements in Bugbrooke, and where exactly the village started, for we are 
surrounded by ancient trackways going North South East and West. 

Our November meeting included a presentation by Richard Deacon who had 
photographs of Northampton ranging over 100 years from 1850. Changes in places such 
as the Market Square and Abington Street were talked about and how transport in the 
town developed. Does anyone remember the old tram system? Some good buildings have 
survived, such as the Guildhall, but many have disappeared or been seriously altered in 
the name of progress. Northampton once had 3 railway stations which were looked after 
by the staff with great care and attention, including spectacular gardens. We now have 
only one, which has been the subject of much adverse comment, with steep steps to get 
in, only to go down more steps to the platform. Much comment was also made about 
recent developments of the bus station. The old bus station was on the site of Derngate 
Theatre and had one of the largest roof spans without central columns, ever constructed. 
Unfortunately there was no forced ventilation system so the purity of the atmosphere was 
not good. It would seem that even beautiful buildings have problems to be solved. 

The next meeting of the History Group will be Wednesday Feb. 10th 7.30pm in the 
bar of the Community Centre. I believe that the speaker is an expert on Medieval Villages, 
so we should learn more about how to find Medieval Bugbrooke. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. No charge. 
Pat Kent (secretary) Tel 01604 830518  e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 

Bugbrooke Family Morning 

Bugbrooke Family Morning was started over 30 years ago to provide somewhere for 
mums, dads and carers to bring their pre-school children to play and to enjoy a cuppa and 
chat together. 



17 



18 



It is held in the Sunday School building on Thursdays during term time from 9am 
until 11am. We have lots of things for the children to do, including painting, play dough, 
building toys, play farm, Brio train track and lots more. 

It is a good place to meet new people and make new friends especially if you are 
new to the village. 

No child is too young (our youngest was only a few days old!) as sometimes it's the 
adults who need somewhere to go to meet other new parents and swap baby stories. 

Family morning is run by volunteers who set up the hall with all the toys and make 
tea and coffee and juice and a biscuit for the children. We only ask for a small 
contribution towards the refreshments. 

We look forward to meeting you. 
Gerry, Marilyn, Anne and Maria 

Bugbrooke Primary School    
What a busy end of 2015 we had!  In October we were visited by Ofsted, who agreed 
Bugbrooke School continues to be a good school.  The HMI inspector was very positive 
about our work and particularly our pupils, who he described as “delightful”.  In his report 
he wrote: “Pupils told me very enthusiastically that they are extremely proud to be a pupil 
at the school. As one pupil said, teachers make learning fun!”.  What a good platform for 
us to build on, and what a relief that the long awaited inspection is over. 

A highlight for our school was going to Shady Lane to help plant shrubs and trees.  
Their principal memory at the time was of the mud, but we hope in the future they will be 
able to walk past and say “We planted that tree!”. 

Thank you to Jonathan Dunn for inviting us to take part in this project and for 
organising it so well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We followed this with a very busy Christmas with fantastic performances from 
children from Reception to Year 4 and a Key Stage 2 carol concert.  Thank you to the 
members of the community who came to watch the Friday performance – we hope you 
enjoyed it as much as the children did.  
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Looking forward in 2016, school continues to grow, with 293 pupils on roll and more 
expected to join us soon. Exciting topics have been launched, with Reception children 
engrossed in Traditional Tales, Years 1 & 2 exploring Space, Years 3 & 4 visiting Ancient 
Egypt and Years 5 & 6 immersing themselves in an amazing book called Voices in the 
Park, as they also begin to prepare for their end of Key Stage tests. Once these are over, 
the Year 6 children will go to spend a well-earned week at Aylmerton in Norfolk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All our children try to “be the best they can be” and each week we award gold medals 

to some who have been exceptional.  Here are the first gold medal winners of 2016.  We 
look forward to having many more! 
Shelly Bramble, Head Teacher 

Village Profile 
Julianne Field  Manager of Bugbrooke Community Centre. 

Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
No. I’m from Lincolnshire, Stainby, a small village on the border 
of Leicestershire. About 30 houses and 100 people. Grandma 
ran the sub-Post Office. It had a church, primary school and 
several farms. Everyone knew everyone else and there were 
few secrets. We moved to Bugbrooke in 1984 after living in 
Florida for 3 years. We came here partly because of the rail link 
to London where my husband was working, but primarily 
because it was an area that offered country life at a price we 
could afford. Our house needed a lot of work done. The first 
winter here we had to sleep downstairs because the roof 
leaked. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
It retains its village feel in spite of growth, and the ease of 
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access to anywhere in the country. Also the Café and the friendship I have found there 
since I started volunteering. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
The loss of amenities that were here when we moved in, and the way that new development 
is taking place without consideration of the need of infrastructure to support it. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
The best. Very protected. A small village with at one stage just 8 in the primary school, 
buses once an hour, very little traffic, no street lights, the resident nosey parker who knew 
everything about everyone, Mum delivered the mail and Dad worked for the Lincolnshire 
Road Car Bus Company. Every 4th week he was the driver of the bus my sister and I 
caught to Grantham Girls Grammar School (Margaret Thatcher’s school). There were no 
shops other than travelling Co-op, a butchers van, pop man, and Mr Pick who came on 
Saturdays and sold a bit of everything. My family were staunch Methodists and so life 
revolved around Chapel and being free to roam the fields. 
What did you do when you left school? 
I loved Maths and applied to a small manufacturer in Grantham who had a computer. I 
trained in IBM Computer programming and there I met my husband, a computer analyst. 
Any desire to go back to computers? 
No. I dabble in design now but things have changed so much. When I started we had an air 
conditioned room, about the size of the small hall here where the main frame was, which 
had less memory than we now have on a mobile phone. We had stacks of discs like LP 
records which you had to put on to drive the computer. A punch card with the date was fed 
in to start. You had a pad of lined paper on which you wrote the code, this went to the punch 
room and was punched onto card which then went to be verified, sent back, compiled and 
then wait to be tested. I think it was amazing what was achieved at Bletchley Park which 
paved the way for the technology we have now. 
Do you have an ambition? 
I would like to see a lot more of America than we managed when we lived there, ideally a 
train trip across the States. 
What did you like about America? 
The ease of living. Everything seemed to be possible there. No work was demeaning. My 
eldest son learned to play the clarinet. They had band practice every morning and by the 
end of the term there were enough players to give a concert. There’s a ‘can do’ atmosphere. 
I had a job in Relocation. I used to help people who came from the UK. I welcomed them at 
the airport, helped them to find a place to live and passed on useful information like the 
colour of post boxes, where to get cat food, taking a driving test, (I produced a book of 
simple helpful facts). 
What made you apply for this job? 
When I retired I wanted something to keep my brain active, and I wanted the opportunity to 
integrate more with the village. 
And do you enjoy it? 
Yes. I am now the Designated Premises Supervisor (I am authorised to sell alcohol). I had 
to take an exam to get my licence (my latest achievement). 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
Accountancy. I fell into computing. 
Do you have any advice for young people? 
Get off the social media and start living in the real world with face to face conversations, 
which makes me sound like a luddite which I’m not. It’s like everything else in life that when 
it is done in excess it becomes detrimental to your health. 
When was your happiest moment? 
I’ve had so many. When each one of my 3 sons was born a healthy baby, walking in the rain 
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in contact lenses and for the first time being able to see properly.  Lots of tiny moments 
have made me happy. I love Disney. We have been to all of them apart from the one in 
California. Fireworks at Epcot are breathtaking. It’s pure escapism. 
What in life is most important to you? 
My family (I now have 3 grandsons) and friends. The first friend I had in Bugbrooke I met 
through my sons playing in the brook with another boy. His Mother became my dearest 
friend. Without family and friends to share good and bad times what would be the point of 
life? 
Interviewed by Pat Kent 

Nature and Garden Notes 
As I write these notes on a dark and dank January morning, we're still waiting for winter to 
arrive.  I've heard that this winter will be one of two halves and as yet the second half hasn't 
really kicked in.  The first half has been extremely mild, wet and windy with night time 
temperatures warmer than those we experienced at night in July.  I believe they're 
forecasting that the second half will continue into March and April and could be colder with 
cold northeasterlies. 

Due to the weather being so incredibly mild the flora and fauna are totally confused.  
A friend of mine recently sent me a photograph of a whole field of daffodils in full bloom.  In 
my garden I've had primroses and violets flowering the whole of the winter.  Less surprising 
are the hellebores, but they clearly think it's March.  We even have several bearded iris 
flowering bravely.  The birds too are clearly confused — frantically feeding with a view to 
mating. 

I was recently talking to an animal rescue centre who said that hedgehog numbers are 
in steep decline and that if they continue at the current rate, they could be extinct in less 
than 30 years and so we should be trying to encourage them into our gardens.  So I'm 
hoping my husband will make me a hog house in the spring and rescue a few once they're 
out of hibernation.  I just hope our daft retriever will leave them alone.  An interesting fact 
has come to light... hedgehog is the badger's favourite food and in areas where they are 
culling the badgers, there has been an increase in the hedgehog population. 

 January and February are months for browsing the seed and plant catalogues that 
are coming fast and furiously through the door at the moment.  Planning the borders for this 
summer keeps me going until the weather enables me to get out there.  Yesterday, I 
realised that I'd left out an alpine sink of echeverias and aoniums on the patio near the 
house so hurriedly took them down to the greenhouse.  Being subtrobical and intolerant of 
frosts, I was extremely fortunate that they they were still flowering and don't appear to have 
minded the oversight.  I tell myself it won't be long before I'll be bringing them out again.  
I'm so looking forward to the start of the gardening year again. 
Pamela Cox 

 
Thought it might be interesting for readers who are into bird watching that I have a pair of 
tree creepers living in my Chestnut tree. They were first seen by my keen bird watcher 
decorator who was working inside the house last July. After that we would see them 
regularly. But yesterday I was near the window and saw one of them again. On the website 
for these tiny little things, its says they are not that uncommon, but as they move so quickly 
up the trunk of the tree, we rarely notice them. They nest in the thick pieces of bark, and 
feed on insects, and are unlikely to take food from a feeder. 
I'm very pleased with my tree lodgers, they have chosen a delightful home, in the very 
beautiful chestnut tree outside my new house. 
Kaye Adams  
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Talking Rubbish 
This regular column is intended to be a way of keeping village residents informed about 
environment issues in Bugbrooke. 

Many of you will know me as the man with the two black greyhounds. Sadly, we had 
a very mixed Christmas as Rinah, our old greyhound had to be put to sleep on 30 
December after fracturing her hip on 23 December. She was nearly 11 and we have had 
her since she was 2. There seems to be quite a number of well-loved old village dogs 
who have died in recent times and they are all much missed. Of course, life goes on; I 
have met several beautiful puppies around the village in recent weeks, who I hope will 
become just as familiar in years to come. 

At the end of November, I was able to remove five of the six piles of hardcore taken 
out of the ground along ‘Shady Lane Linear Park’ using a skip paid for by the Parish 
Council. Unfortunately, the contractor took the skip away early, with the pile at the 
Georges Close corner of Pilgrims Lane Spinney still in place. I have now moved that pile 
to a safer location at the other end of ‘Shady Lane’ pending its final removal. 

All the planned planting for 2015 has been completed, including in the areas where 
the stones piles had been. Shady Lane should look great from March/April, although we 
seem to have had Spring before Christmas, with such mild, wet, windy weather. One of 
the two ornamental cherry trees planted last Spring was in blossom over Christmas; 
sadly the other one, in the Spinney, was vandalised and broken in two at the end of 
November when it was full of buds. Hopefully, I have been able to save either the top part 
of the tree or the remaining stump.  Most of the bulbs planted by community groups were 
almost in flower at New Year. Just before Christmas, a clump of daffodils in Pound Lane 
was already in flower. 

The exceptionally wet and mild weather has made the un-metalled paths in the 
village very muddy. Many walkers are using the rugby pitches on the other side of the 
new fencing, because the public footpath across the playing fields has become so 
muddy. I have obtained a free supply of wood chips from a local tree surgeon and, while 
it has been possible to use this to improve the public footpath through Pilgrims Lane 
Spinney, my intention to use more of the wood chips to help improve other muddy paths 
in the village has been interrupted by the weather. 

Completion of the new green & children’s playground at the end of Johns Road  
(due to be finished before Christmas) has also been delayed by the exceptionally wet 
weather. I am talking to Persimmon and residents about what if any further fencing/
hedging is needed around the green to prevent child access to the drainage pond area 
and to improve the safety of the ‘road/green’ boundaries eg so children don’t run out in 
front of cars or to limit the chances of balls flying into neighbouring houses and gardens. 

There has been further vehicle damage in December to soft grass verges in the 
village, especially in Butts Hill Crescent and Pilgrims Lane. The Parish Council’s 
Environment Committee will be considering works to repair the affected areas and 
prevent future damage. I have already done some work to improve the grass areas at the 
junction of Butts Hill Crescent and Kislingbury Road, on the verges at the Pilgrims Lane 
boundary of the new development and along ‘Shady Lane’ opposite the four new houses, 
82-88 Johns Road. 

A resident has shared with me CCTV footage of an unmarked white delivery van 
driving along the footpath from the end of Johns Road to the new section of Pilgrims 
Lane and then driving back shortly afterwards. As well as damaging the soft grass 
verges, this represented a serious danger to pedestrians. The Environment Committee 
will be considering what works can be carried out to prevent a re-occurrence. 
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Instances of dog fouling continue at the reduced level of less than 20 instances per 
week. Another person has been identified as persistently allowing their dogs to foul public 
areas in the village. Since the last ‘Talking Rubbish’ column, I have had no reports from 
people who have picked up dog poo left by other owners’ dogs, nor any requests to pick up 
dog poo left in public areas. Please let me know in either case, as it keeps the dog poo 
mapping accurate and helps to identify owners who are not picking up. 

There was one reported dog attack in November, which did not require veterinary 
attention, and none in December. If you are involved in a dog attack incident, please let me 
know so I can monitor the situation as accurately as possible and seek to prevent future 
incidents. 

The installation of the new poo bin on the public footpath across the playing fields, on 
the other side of the hedge from the multi-use games area, has been delayed by the very 
muddy ground conditions. 

A reminder that, from 6 April 2016, all dogs must be micro chipped and owners must 
make sure their details are kept up to date on-line. Puppies will have to be micro chipped 
before they are 8 weeks old. There is a potential £500 fine for owners that do not comply. 
There are two microchip databases www.identichip.co.uk and www.anibase.co.uk. A useful 
leaflet explaining what dog owners need to do is available at veterinary surgeries. 

Further to my remarks about glass litter in the last column, I have cleared three 
instances of dangerous, deliberately smashed beer bottles in December, adjacent to poo bin 
at boundary of new Pilgrims Lane development, on Meadway/High Street footpath & on 
Oaklands, near to the Lime Grove junction. Analysing the debris, suggests that on each 
case the culprits were drinking on the move, that the drinks had been finished and the 
bottles smashed with great force, not dropped accidentally or broken later eg by a passing 
vehicle. 

Some of the intact bottles I have removed from the ground along the ‘Shady Lane’, both 
glass and plastic, contained what looked like tiny bones. On further investigation, it appears 
that these are the remains of the skeletons of small mammals, like voles and shrews. The 
Mammal Society identifies intact bottles as highly dangerous, potential death traps for small 
mammals. So please make the effort to place all used bottles in a litter-bin or the appropriate 
blue wheelie bin. 

After five years of clearing litter from around the village, I have identified three top 
priority locations for new litter-bins: 

- on the lay-by/bus stop directly outside Campion School 
- in Bugbrooke St. Michaels FC car park 
- in front of Bugbrooke RUFC/Bugbrooke Scout hut. 
I have recommended that new litter-bins are installed in these locations as soon as 

possible. 
Jonathan Dunn Text  07920 (422848), Email  jonathanD1962@gmail.com 
Parish Council Environment Committee 01604  832838 bugbrookepc@btconnect.com  

Bugbrooke Pictures Old & New 
Recently "Bugbrooke Pictures Old & New" Facebook page was set up for people to share 
and enjoy pictures of anything Bugbrooke related.   

It's been a huge success and the most interesting history lesson! People have already 
kindly shared hundreds of photographs: weddings, school groups, sports teams, 
countryside, the Home Guard, wildlife, flowers & fauna, buildings, street parties, 
memorabilia, drawings, along with their own stories and memories ... Simply, anything 
Bugbrooke related, no matter whether it was taken hundreds of years ago or yesterday. 

As not everyone is on Facebook, Bugbrooke LINK have kindly offered to print one 

http://www.identichip.co.uk
http://www.anibase.co.uk
mailto:jonathanD1962@gmail.com
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photograph in every edition, with all the relevant information we have, including names, 
dates, location etc. So all residents can now enjoy them too.   

If you have anything you would like to share, please feel free to join us on Facebook, 
alternatively you can email  Ad.BPON@gmail.com and we'll post on your behalf.  You can 
also send them to 25 Levitts Road, Bugbrooke, NN7 3QN.  (Please ensure all envelopes 
are secure, with your name & address, so that we are able to safely return any original 
items.) 

We look forward to hearing from you and sharing the many wonderful memories of our 
village. 
Bugbrooke Pictures Old & New — Admin Team 

Bugbrooke in the Great War – Events 100 Years Ago – 
December 1915 and January 1916 
Previous issues of the Link (available on the website http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/ ) have 
shown the progress of the First World War and the effect on the lives of Bugbrooke folk. The 
following is the events of one hundred years ago in December 1915 and January 1916. 

Up to this time the UK had relied on volunteers for the armed forces but the 
horrendous losses now forced the Government to bring in the Military Service Act on the 
27th January 1916 with conscription for single men between 18 and 40. It was extended to 
married men later in 1916. 

However there were quite a few Bugbrooke men signing up at this time. Included 
amongst them were Ernest William ROBINS and Arthur LESTER on December 8th; Samuel  
GEORGE  and Ernest Robinson ALLEN on December 9th ; John William KENCH and Harry 
George LOVELL on December 11th. The Bugbrooke schoolmaster Frank Wright recorded 

A (late 50's early 60's) picture of the High Street submitted by Sherry Houston Clifton of 
NC USA 

mailto:Ad.BPON@gmail.com
http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/


30 



in the School Log on December 10th “As secretary of the Recruiting (Enrolment) 
Committee, I was detained at the station all the afternoon…. The work of the present week 
is a great drain, and I am at work almost every night till midnight”. Also enlisting at the time 
were brothers Frank and Fred JOYCE, Arthur Burbidge CAMPION and Herbert Samuel 
ELLIOTT. 

In Bugbrooke it was recorded in the school log on December 8th that “Little Jean De 
BAKKER, aged 9, who became a scholar here last Xmas, has left today. She has become 
quite an apt little scholar – Her parents (from Antwerp) have found work at Letchworth”. 
They were some of the Belgium refugees mentioned in earlier articles. 
John Thomas HIigginbottom 
John (known as Jack) HIGGINBOTTOM had joined up 
in September 1914, the same day as Charles 
TURLAND. They went together to the Barracks in 
Northampton having been inspired by Edgar MOBBS 
the Northampton and England Rugby player. 

Jack proved himself to be a first class shot during 
training at Bisley and when he reached France in 
September 1915 he marched the 75 miles to Loos. He 
kept a diary for this time and recorded the conditions 
and the improvised lodgings and eating in the open in 
the rain. Significantly the diary stopped the day before 
the start of the Battle of Loos on September 25th 
1915. 

At Loos he was given the job of sniper which 
involved crawling under the railway line to his forward 
position and staying there on his own for several days 
at a time. He got separated from his Bugbrooke 
friends, Len BANNARD and Charlie TURLAND and it was at this time Len was wounded 
and Charlie was killed. Jack came close to death himself when he didn’t see a German 
creeping up to him. Fortunately for Jack there was a keen eyed Scotsman close by who 
was able to sort the situation. 

Jack was two years as a sniper in the Somme area before being transferred to a less 
dangerous job. He finished the war with the 1914-15 Star, the British War Medal and the 
Victory Medal. On demobilisation Jack found local work almost immediately in the stores 
at the Army Ordnance Depot at Weedon and worked there until retiring in 1959 for which 
he received the Imperial Service Medal. 
James Frederick Fleming 
(James) Frederick FLEMING was born in Smethwick, Staffordshire in 1879. He served 
eight years as a Private soldier in the Royal Engineers, from 1899 to 1907, when he 
transferred to the Army Reserve for a further four years, finally released from any 
commitment on 28 May 1911. 

James married Ethel Ann Rebecca GARDNER (born in Bugbrooke) on 26 December 
1909, hence his connection with the village.  Although a married man with two young 
daughters (Nora, born 10 November 1910 and Marjorie, born 7 April 1913), he re-enlisted 
on 1 March 1915 and as Sapper 69380 was posted to 128 Field Company, RE, on 7 
March. 

He was very quickly promoted – to Lance Corporal on 17 April, to Second Corporal 
on 19 May and to Corporal on 25 June, and in that rank he embarked for France on 27 
August. Sadly, in that same period, his young wife had died back in England, on 22 June, 
aged just 30. 
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Further tragedy was to follow, for at about 5.30pm on 31 December 1915 in France, 
during the rehearsal for an imminent ‘raid’, James was killed along with an officer and 
three sappers, when a large quantity of gun cotton they were handling accidentally 
exploded; four other sappers were injured. An army Board of Enquiry in January 1916 
apportioned no blame, but was unable to decide on a specific cause of the explosion. 

James qualified posthumously for the 1914-15 Star, the British War Medal and the 
Victory Medal, which were sent to his mother-in-law, Esther Sophie GARDNER, at Rose 
Tree Cottage in Bugbrooke, along with a named Memorial Plaque and Scroll, all for his 
elder daughter in due course. James is commemorated in Erquinghem-Lys Churchyard 
extension in France. 

School closed at noon on 23rd December and re-opened after Christmas on 
January 10th. There was shortage of coal which persisted throughout January. Long 
standing orders from the coal merchants had not been fulfilled. At the end of January 
there was heavy snowfall which would have made the coal situation more acute. 
Dave Marshall for the 100 Years Project 

Sue Pace born: 7 August 1946 died: 4 November 2015  
Sue was such a well known figure in the village, that  we have taken this 
opportunity of including the words spoken by Tony Pace at her memorial 
service on 27th November. 

Sue was born the year after the war to a 
middle class family in the comfortable south 
London suburbs. She was the eldest child 
with two younger brothers. She had a decent 
education and when she was eleven she 
went to a girls boarding school where she 
acquired her love of the piano. She left at 15 
and went to Guildford Tech. to learn 
household skills. She was never shy to 
remind me when I did household things my 
way that her way was right because she had 
been taught these things.  
When she was 17 she went as an au pair to 
an English family working in Frankfurt and 
that is where I met her. It happened that she 
lived in the same road in Thames Ditton as 
my Aunt and when it was learned that I was 
going on an apprentice exchange to 

Frankfurt, I was asked to take out her 18th birthday present. We first met at Frankfurt 
Haupbahnhof and she had two young children in tow.  

She came back to England and in 1965 started nurse training at St Thomas’s and 
later that year we started courting. In due course we got engaged. This was 60s London, 
the rules were changing, and though we didn’t have much money, life was a great 
adventure. We got married in 1967 and lived in a small flat off Clapham Common for 18 
months. I was a post-grad student at Imperial College and she was now a staff nurse at 
Tommys and very good at it. Then I got a proper job in Oxford and it was one of her 
patients who found us a flat in Headington. Sue started working in the Nuffield 
Orthopaedic Centre and soon our first child, Jonathan, was on his way. We bought our 
first house in Marston, got our first dog and over the following years Andrew and then 
Joanna appeared. Sue loved being pregnant, delivery was no problem to her and she 
loved nursing them when they were small. She was an absolutely dedicated mother and 
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housewife but she also kept nursing at least one night a week. And she also joined in at 
the local church.  

At roughly 5 year intervals we moved to Winchester, where she joined her first choir, 
and then to Chelmsford and the pattern remained much the same. She was absolutely 
committed to her family, nursing and church though she started to find the children hard 
work as they grew up and developed ideas and opinions of their own. But in Chelmsford 
things started to change – she learned about causes and the third world and she became 
totally committed to leading a better but simpler life. While there she had her first big 
medical event, a hysterectomy; she was back in full flow within a week. That set a pattern 
that was to be repeated.  

So there you have it; strong base values of family, loyalty and duty, a deep Christian 
faith to guide her, a dedicated nurse who cared for others more than herself. She loved her 
dogs, her music and gardening and if she ever sat down she was knitting; she had no idea 
how to sit still and relax and had little patience with those that did that. And now she had 
causes to pursue. So in 1984 she came to Bugbrooke. 

We lived at 1 Church Lane and got on with repairing and restoring. The deal was that 
I would do the building work and Sue would do the decorating – eventually she could paper 
a ceiling by herself. Frequently I had to shout at her to wait until the plaster was dry before 
she painted it. But she also joined in the village with gusto and was soon organising. I 
think her first solo venture was organising a walk and cycle ride for Sports Aid – 
Bugbrooke, Rothersthorpe, Kislingbury and back; It was very successful. She became the 
village nurse at the surgery, taught piano, joined the drama society and the Northampton 
Philharmonic Choir and was always active in church matters. Her family was still her core 
but now it just had to fit round everything else. Once the children got a bit older we started 
travelling – there was a whole world to see and she loved it. So many places to go; so 
many adventures. That continued for the rest of her life.  

Her first Breast Cancer came in 1992. She spelt out exactly how she was going to 
deal with it. First the lumpectomy and then chemotherapy and radiotherapy. She arranged 
all her appointments to be first thing in the morning so she could be back at the surgery 
doing her nursing by 10:00 – no concessions. She missed only one week of work through 
the whole event. I am sure many of you over the years must have thought of her as a 
“tough bird” but she was always tougher on herself. The support and love she received 
from the village through this episode was truly amazing.  

But it was 1993 that was worse for her. Jonathan, her firstborn, died and she was 
heartbroken. The support we all got, but most especially for her, from village and friends, 
got us through and we ended up more closely knit than ever. In 2001 grandchildren started 
to arrive and she loved that.  

Her next crisis was in 2004. On New Year’s Eve she got Meningitis and very nearly 
died. She was in hospital for two weeks and was very weak for many months afterwards. 
She went back to work nominally for a few weeks but then retired with me. For several 
years before retirement we had loosely talked about doing some voluntary work overseas 
but now there was a real possibility. So in January 2005 we went to Tanzania with a 
volunteer company, me to teach maths and she to work in a local hospital as the first 
Mzungu (white) nurse they had ever had. It was a real eye-opener and led to a whole new 
set of interests. 

In 2005 we went to Sri Lanka where we ended up working to repair a school in the 
very south of the island. This led us back to Tanzania in 2006 and by now we had the bug. 
We had never planned this but it became the dominant theme of our retirement. And of 
course Sue took on Tanzania just like she had Bugbrooke. There were children to be 
loved, buildings to make and decorate, churches to be joined, music to learn as well as 
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looking after me in the house we rented. Back in Bugbrooke she had her garden and then 
open gardens, music – at least 2 choirs, church and churchyard, footpaths, voluntary 
driving and anything else she felt strongly about.  

So it continued until 2010 when the cancer came again – a second primary. 
Treatment proved complicated and lengthy so Tanzania had to wait for two years though 
she never slowed in Bugbrooke. Then a further two winters in Tanzania before the cancer 
came back at the start of this year. By the time she admitted to being ill she was critical 
but she pulled through enough to have a last good summer despite demanding 
treatments. Her final decline was very rapid; she was in the café in the morning planning 
more knitting and died 10 hours later.  

What more can I say? She was a woman of great strength and courage who worked 
tirelessly for others with no care for herself. Always busy in pursuit of her beliefs, causes 
and passions. She was a caring mother and grandmother who took great pride in all her 
family and for me she was a great wife and companion – I am only just beginning to 
understand just how exceptional she was. She was hard work to live with, impossible to 
keep up with but life was never dull.  

Shortly after she died I got a letter from Catherine which summed her up brilliantly:  
She was a wonderful, positive, irritating, bossy, bundle of energy. 

Bugbrooke Scouts 
During December the scout group was busy running the Christmas card collection and 
delivery service. The culmination was the delivery over the last weekend before 
Christmas. Everything went as planned and the boys would like to thank everyone who 
supported them - the funds raised will be matched by Barclays Bank and will help towards 
much needed new equipment in the new year. 
Peter Wilkins 

Cubs and Beavers 
Cubs and Beavers have had an interesting and busy term. Two Bronze Scout awards 
were awarded to Beavers and two silver awards were awarded to Cubs. These are 
awards given when the Cub or Beaver have achieved all six challenge badges and are the 
highest awards they can achieve whilst in their section. Both sections have achieved their 
air activities badges and all the 
Cubs have achieved their chef 
badges. They planned the 
menu, prepared and cooked a 
three course meal, for ten, in 
the Scout Hut and cleared up 
afterwards. The meal was very 
tasty and everyone enjoyed it. 
During the term they also did 
some cooking on an open fire. 
Both sections attended their 
district Christmas parties. 
Beavers had an afternoon of 
entertainment with Silly Sophie 
and then a buffet and received 
a present from Father 
Christmas. Cubs learnt new 
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Scouting skills and then had a sausage and chip meal. 
Both sections also attended the District Scout Carol 
service in Daventry and Oliver, a Beaver, helped me do 
a reading, which he read very clearly. Cubs ended the 
term by having a rock climbing, Christmas party, where 
they all did really well and all managed to get to the top. 
Beavers had a party in the scout hut where they had an 
evening of playing Scout games. They have their 
Christmas party to look forward to in January. Both 
sections helped with our annual Christmas card, Cubs 
braved the rain and delivered lots of leaflets during a 
meeting evening. They all enjoyed their hot chocolate 
with whipped cream and marshmallows afterwards. 
Louie, a Beaver, stamped all the cards and helped to 
deliver lots of them. 
Sue Beckingham, Cub and Beaver Leader 
07512765034 

Air Ambulance Raffle 
I would just like to say a massive thank you to Jane 
Curtis for once again organising the Xmas raffle held 
at the Bakers Arms in aid of the Air Ambulance. £675 
was raised for this great cause! Thank you to 
everybody who donated prizes and contributed to the 
day! Your generosity and continued support is 
overwhelming and greatly appreciated! Don't forget 
throughout the year there are also weekly meat 
raffles held in aid of the Air Ambulance. Tickets are 
available from Jane at the Bakers Arms pub. Happy 
New Year to everyone and once again thank you! 
Tracey Curtis 

Bugbrooke and District Flower 
Society 
Would you like a relaxing evening watching beautiful flowers being arranged artistically? 
If so do come and join us at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th evening of each 
month at 7.45pm.  You will be made most welcome. 

On 22nd February Janet Cooper (a member of our club) presents "It's a Material 
World" .There is no meeting in March as it is a Bank Holiday. 

Jane Barker 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and recreational 
activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-age onwards, 
country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and Community 
Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.30pm and non-members are 
welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Classics for 
Pleasure, Genealogy (two groups), Intermediate German, Jigsaw Exchange, Literature, 
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Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (two 
groups). 

Future events: 
Monday 15 February at 2.30pm – ‘Christchurch after the Earthquake’ by Amanda 

Wood. This popular speaker returns with an eye-witness account. 
Monday 21 March at 2.30pm – ‘A Labour of Love’ by Bob Illingworth. An illustrated 

talk about the newly-restored gardens at historic Canons Ashby. 
Enquiries to Roger Colbourne  01604-831627. 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello Everyone. So here we are again starting a new year. 2016 has not started off good. 
We dislike the weather, but not flooded out of our homes, so we need to think of others 
who have lost so much and are living with so much discomfort. 

Nov. 25th Today a rep from Oakhouse Foods. A short talk and samples to taste of 
foods which can be bought for home freezing. 

Dec. 9th.  Our Xmas lunch this year was at the Five Bells Pub. Afterwards we 
returned to the Sunday School for our usual tea. Then another visit from Johnny Red with 
his music and songs. How nice to see Dolly Harvey with us, looking her usual self. 

Dec.16th. A visit to a pantomime in Northampton by 2 minibuses, after which a very 
delightful tea was served. 

So ended our 2015 events. We return on Jan 27th 2016. If anyone is thinking of 
joining us please ring Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870 who will be pleased to welcome 
you and tell you how the club runs. 
Mrs D.M.French 
 

Some good news, South Northamptonshire was voted the 14th best place to live out of 
the top 50 in the UK in the Halifax survey. 
CRIME STATISTICS (Source – UKCrimeStats) 

Telephone Numbers 
The dedicated hotline for Neighbourhood Watch has now been rescinded. Please note, 
therefore: Non-Urgent crimes or incidents – 101. Emergencies or crimes in progress - 999  
Latest Scams 

Lancashire Constabulary – email from ‘Lyn Whitehead’ asking for an invoice to be 
paid. This is SPAM, do not open it. 

Wrong Council Tax Band – fraudsters phoning victims telling them they have been 



placed in the wrong council tax bracket for a number of years and are entitled to a rebate 
of up to £7000.00. Of course an admin fee is required upfront. 

Pension Pot – cold callers targeting 50 to 60 year olds to release and transfer their 
pension early to invest in alternative commodities such as hotel developments or 
properties in Cape Verde and operate as unregulated collective investment schemes. 
Remember SIGN NOTHING. 

Online Advertising – fraudsters are targeting online advertising platforms where 
items are acquired for free. They list the items on the website and advise purchasers that 
they can arrange for them to be couriered for a fee. The goods never arrive. 

Parcel Mule – victims are persuaded to become ‘Freight Forwarders’, as an 
employment opportunity, “processing packages and forwarding them to clients’. Often 
you end up paying postage to send the goods on. As the high value goods are illegally 
obtained, you are not only losing money but also ‘handling stolen property’. 

Puppies for Sale – fraudsters place an advert for the sale of puppies. After purchase 
by Money Order, the pet does not materialize. 

Televisions for Sale – fraudsters are advertising high specification flat screen 
televisions for sale. After payment by bank transfer there is no sign of the television. 

Rental Fraud – empty properties are targeted. Fraudsters enter, change the locks, 
and then rent the property to unsuspecting tenants. In some cases victims have moved in 
only to be evicted by the real owner. 

Home Office Dept. – persons, usually of Asian descent, are targeted by the suspects 
who cold call their victims, purporting to be from the Home Office UK Visa and 
Immigration Department, and inform them that a case has been received by the 
department against the victim, sometimes with a request to deport. Inevitably a payment 
or bank account details are required. 

Designer Goods – people looking for cheap designer bargains online are being 
targeted by fraudsters advertising fake designer goods. The items received are usually 
cheap and inferior counterfeits. Remember, “If it looks too good to be true, then it 
probably is”. 

Bogus Detective Constable – fraudsters are identifying themselves on the telephone 
as “Detective Constable Martin Benton of New Scotland Yard Fraud Department”, 
advising that there has been fraudulent activity on your credit or debit card and 
requesting card details. No such person exists at the Metropolitan Police, so if you get a 
call terminate it immediately. 

Little/Lite Loans – fraudsters are targeting individuals who have expressed an 
interest in an online loan. Unsolicited calls are made from what appears to be a genuine 
company. They state that the recently applied for loan has been agreed, but an “advance 
fee” is required before the money can be transferred. 

Courier Scams – 1. a victim received a phone call from a fake ‘courier’ company 
saying a parcel is on its way. On arrival, the recipient was asked to pay a small delivery 
charge by credit or debit card. Unknown to them, the handheld machine was used to 
clone their card and later to withdraw a large amount of money from various cash 
machines. Be wary of accepting any surprise gift or package, which you neither expected 
nor personally ordered, especially if it involves any kind of payment as a condition of 
receiving the gift or package. Also never accept anything if you do not personally know or 
there is no proper identification of who is the sender.                                                

2. A lady in Kettering answered the door to accept a package from a courier on 
behalf of her neighbour who was out. Moments later a different guy knocked on the door 
and advised that there had been a mistake and it was the wrong parcel, advising that he 
would return with the right one. She handed over the parcel and the man and package 
were never seen again. Her neighbour was, never the less, billed for the parcel. 
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our annual wine tasting on 4th December was a sell out, and made a profit of £588.16. So 
thank you to everyone who helped to make the event a success; with especial thanks to 
Dave Harries who once again acted as our host for the evening; and not forgetting those 
who saw to the refreshments, organised the raffle, poured the wine etc. And thanks of 
course to all those who supported us by buying the tickets and making it such an 
enjoyable evening, The wines this year came from various local supermarkets and 
included, for the first time at these events, an English wine. My thanks to Allen Astell who 
helped me choose the wines. 

Our AGM will be held at 7.30pm on 20th April in the Sunday School. All are welcome. 
Our next fund raising event will be a Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz on 1st July at the 

Community Centre. 
Finally I would like to say how much we will miss Sue Pace who served on our 

Committee, as a nominee of the PCC, from the inception of the Friends in 1999. 
Jim inch 

Nice to Know 
At LINK, Its nice to know we are appreciated, and it was very 
nice to receive this Christmas greeting from Margaret and 
Charles Raymond. 

To Paul and family and all the wonderful people on the 
LINK committee. May you have a peaceful and blessed 
2016. 

We love getting the LINK, and very much enjoy the 
articles, puzzles, news and sense of community. Beautifully 
published  with great artwork and photos. 

Football Club 
The weather and holiday break has played a part in restricting the number of games 
played in the last two months. Nevertheless all teams are putting in good performances 
and the 1st XI and Reserves are working hard and getting results for their efforts. The ‘A’ 
an ‘B’ teams are picking up wins in their divisions with the ‘A’ holding their own despite 
being promoted 4 divisions last September whilst the ‘B’ team could finish top of the table 
if they keep going to the end of the season. 

The youth teams are all doing well and some of the older age groups are attracting 
scouts from professional clubs. This probably follows the success of former youth player 
Glenn Middleton (16) who is now getting games with Norwich Under 21s and Scotland 
Under 18s. Watch the name! 

The club thanks all those who supported their New Years Eve celebration at the 
clubhouse. The entrance fees will all be donated to the local Sands Charity. There will be 
further events at the clubhouse with a Variety Night on Saturday 5th March and a Comedy 
Night on Saturday 7th May. Tickets are available from Willy Marriott on 831606. Early 
booking is advised for these popular events. 
John Curtis 

Bugbrooke Pre-School 
Pre school fish and chip quiz night. From 7pm Friday 26th February at Bugbrooke Football 
Club. Tickets available £10 each (includes entry and food) 07742 671827. 
Nikki Evans 
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Flooding Bugbrooke 
This article consists of information handed down from elders that I had interviewed, 
and from personal experience of witnessing such events of flooding in Bugbrooke. 

We have recently seen on television the terrible flooding of villages, and the 
results of the aftermath from such events, within the towns in the North of our country. 

In my youth one could guarantee that the brook that runs through Bugbrooke 
would break its banks four to five times every year, flooding the lower parts of the 
village up to an average depth of three to four feet and at times deeper. This was until 
the stream had been given a complete overhaul by dredging and widening certain 
lengths of it, along with clearing and altering the bridge holes during the1970s. 

There was one terrible food in the 1800s that they spoke about, and it was 
recorded and marked on a wall to the height it reached, on a corner house wall in 
Church Lane Kislingbury. 

Mr Steve Billingham who at one time managed Bugbrooke Coop, was born in 
1911, in the row of Sandstone cottages that run parallel with the stream in The West 
End of Bugbrooke, he told me that his father had a place in the wall that faces the 
brook, where he regularly removed the bricks from out from it when the house got 
flooded, this was not only to help the water drain away, but so he could sweep and 
wash the muddy flood water from out of the house. Steve said where he had swept the 
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water through this hole it had worn the flooring away slightly, this was due to the 
flooring consisting of a mixture of blue clay and Ox Blood, he said the whole row of 
cottages had the same flooring throughout. He said up one corner where the dog 
always slept there was a 
groove in the floor where the 
dog was always licking this 
type of flooring. He also 
remarked about cats sniffing 
about and licking it as well, 
due to what it was made up 
from, also the doorways to 
these type of houses had a 
threshold board that was 
lifted in or out of place during 
bad weather, due to having 
no doorstep. Only a large 
slab of sorts was within the 
doorway that would get worn 
down thus leaving a large 
gap under the door, where a 
rolled up sack would be 
placed to keep out the 
draught. 

He said that this type of flooring was very popular at one time for when dry it 
could be polished up to look like dark marble, due to the many slaughter houses 
within the village there was no shortage of Ox Blood, which they mixed preferably 
with blue brick clay, such as what came from out of Kiln Yard Pit. The mixture was 
about an average of  a bucket full of clay to one pint of Ox Blood, of what was 
thoroughly puddled together before tamping it flat across the floor of any such room 
or work shop, for when dry it became very hard and produced no dust, hence it being 
popular for Blacksmiths and workshop flooring etc. 

He said when getting flooded out there was no drinking water available, as the 
flood water got into all the wells that were the only source of drinking water, along 
with no proper toilet facilities until the water drained away, as they only had bucket or 
century Box Toilets at the time, that one moved from hole to hole across the garden 
when the hole was full. 

He also said that every house in the West End of the village would get flooded, 
there was no escape from it, even the houses in the yard where Father was born, at 
the bottom of Post Office Lane (Great Lane) next to Shitten Ally. 

Mr Tibbs, Rex’s father, told me that they had not long been married, and were 
living in one of the cottages down the West End of the village, when his wife woke 
him up one night thinking that they had burglars, as she could hear a lot of noise 
coming from downstairs, he said that he rushed downstairs from out of his bed to find 
the house had over three feet of water in it,  with everything that could float doing so, 
along with furniture lifting and tipping over, he spoke of the dirt and grime that it left 
when the water subsided as well as the horrible smell. 

Like everyone else they were confronted with getting fresh clean water for 
drinking, not counting the problem getting rid of human waste due to all the toilets 
being under water. 

Floods in Great Lane 1947—photo D Hewit 
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Mr Mowey Nightingale who lived in the cottage nearest the roadway, had his Bee 
Hives up on tall stilts out of the way of any flooding, and he was not to be on his own by 
taking the valuable pig upstairs for safety sake along with chickens and other livestock, 
so they did not get drowned. All the houses in the lower parts of the village suffered the 
same once the brook broke its banks. 

In my youth it would reach several times a year up to the second bar of the Iron 
Gate into Captains Close and into the grounds of the Grange. 

Down Little lane (Ace Lane) there was a concrete post set next to the pathway of 
the last house on the right next to Kiln Yard, where it regularly reached, us young lads 
would ride our bicycles through these floods to see if we could reach the end of the 
Grange Garden wall, for after this point it got too deep to go any further, the upright 
stones set into the top of the retaining wall of the Church Yard next to the Gateway off 
the lane would be just peeping up through the waters many a time. 

Even the house in Bugbrooke High Street where I was born, due to most of them 
being built upon sand, during very wet periods, the water would come up through the 
joints of the large slabs that covered the floor and run out the doorway and down the 
path, like most houses in the village it had no doorstep only threshold boards that could 
be put into place mainly to keep water out. 

During my youth I have seen many elders worse off for drink go flying after tripping 
over such boards. 

I have witnessed during my early youth many a time when the flood waters reached 
the doorway that leads into the garden of The Byre and to the corner of the wall where 
the one time Church Lane widening schema came to a halt. 

When the water reached this far up the road, it flooded out Mrs Pool and Loo 
Meads homes, as well as Orchard House to a great 
depth, also the Sunday School and buildings; I have 
seen the flood water above the ground floor window 
sills, and the same for the cottages of the Ward 
family of ladder makers and undertakers, the flood 
waters would rush along past the retaining wall of the 
church yard, and out of Little Lane (Ace Lane) to 
cross the road and past the rear of these cottages 
and workshop of Wards at such a torrent. 

I was told that when the canal broke its banks in 
Weedon during the early years of the Second World 
War, the brook flowed in the opposite direction 
before it started to subside leaving such a mess, I 
was told that  it even flooded out some of the houses 
to the rear of Bugbrooke Bake House and of Gilkes 
Yard. 

I was to build myself a Flood Bike so I could go 
back and forth from home to the workshop on it 
saving my feet and legs from getting wet, and the 
same for my brother Malcolm when he came to work 
alongside of me, it was with these Flood Bikes that 
we were in such demand to be filmed by many 
television companies, but that is another story. 
 Stanley Joseph Clark 
 Stan’s flood bike in 1973—

photo A Finley 
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Announcements 
Sue Pace:  Tony, Andrew and Jo would like to say thank you to all our friends in 

Bugbrooke who gave such strong support both to Sue and to us during her long terminal 
illness last year. The numbers in church for her memorial service were truly amazing and 
it is gratifying to know how much she was appreciated around the village. She will be 
greatly missed. Over £1000 was donated on the day of her memorial service and a total 
of over £7,500 has been raised in her memory. It will all go to the Bugbrooke East Africa 
Trust where it will be used to develop Schools and Clinics in Tanzania in her memory. 
Carol Singing on the Green: Sue would have been really pleased to see so many people 
come and join in with the singing of carols on the green on Christmas Eve. It was some-
thing she started nearly twenty years ago and has now become an essential part of the 
Bugbrooke Christmas. May it continue for many years to come. 

Diary 
February 

March 

1 7.30p.m. W.I. Diamonds and Pearls CC 

10 2p.m. Wednesday Club A.G.M. S.S. 

10 7.30p.m. History Group. Medieval Villages – Andy 

Chapman 

C.C. 

15 2.30p.m. U3A Christchurch after the Earthquake. C.C. 

22 7.45p.m. The Flower Society— It’s a Material World N.H.V.H. 

24 2p.m. Wednesday Club S.S. 

 26  7p.m.  Pre-school fish & chip supper & quiz  BSMFC 

1  7.30p.m. WI – Cold Case Investigations CC 

5  Football Club —Variety Night  BSMFC 

9 2p.m. Wednesday Club S.S. 

21 2.30p.m. U3A – A Labour of Love CC 

23 2p.m. Wednesday Club  SS 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels,  CC - Community Centre,  SS - Sunday School, 
VH - Village Hall,  NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall BSMFC –Football Club 

Amendment from December issue :  Granpart is a support group for grandparents that 
have little or no contact with their grandchildren for various reasons. The group meets 
monthly at The Turnpike Beefeater Harpole in the café area. It is designed for those suf-
fering from not seeing their  grandchildren to come along and talk to others in similar 
situations over a cuppa. — contact marion.turner@granpart.co.uk,  
mobile: 07842146673, LL 01604830070 

mailto:marion.turner@granpart.co.uk
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