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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 197), April 2016 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
A few months ago I was wondering how much snow we would get 
and how we would cope – in the event nothing happened apart 
from a few flakes. I certainly wasn’t expecting to see the amount of 
rain that fell on one day in early March and how close the brook 
came to breaking out of its banks. 

Now that we’ve passed the Spring equinox and the days are longer than the nights 
we can look forward to more time outside, walking the footpaths for example, and take 
the opportunity to join in with all the activities that the village offers. 

Remember, if you have an event coming up over Summer or want to raise 
awareness, please let us know in good time so that we can put something in the June 
issue of the LINK magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 02 May 
2016, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way of 
us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

All Change for Street Lighting in the Village 
As most residents know, Bugbrooke Parish Council is responsible for all the street 
lighting in the village - almost 200 street lights. Not only does the Parish Council pay for 
the electricity used but also for the maintenance of the light columns themselves. For 
the current financial year the total spend will be in the region of £8,500 - £9,000 – a 
considerable sum. The Parish Council are of the view that no one wants to see all the 
street lights switched off, as they are in many areas now, but it is recognised that they 
need to try and not only reduce the amount spent on lighting, but also reduce the energy 
being used. 

For anyone who perhaps walks their dog in the evenings, you might have noticed 
that some of the street lights are very different – for example on the two new 
developments at Peace Hill and John’s Road/Pilgrims Lane, but also in Ash Grove and 
The Paddocks. These are the one of the latest type of street lights – which use 
significantly far less energy than the traditional lights, but also have the benefit of 
generally reducing light pollution. 

Last year the Parish Council decided to implement a scheme whereby each year a 
number of lamps in the village would be changed from the old style to the new 
technology lighting and in 2015, fourteen lamps were replaced. However, it has been 
calculated that the complete project would take ten years and this would reduce the 
financial benefits to the parish as a whole. In consequence the Parish Council are 
considering replacing all remaining 161 lights in one operation. Not only would this 
mean that there was uniformity across the village, but it is conservatively estimated that 
the Parish Council could save approximately £5,000 a year in electricity costs and 
repairs. In addition all the lights would be fitted with a device that would reduce the 
amount of light emanating from each column between midnight and dawn by 
approximately half. The cost of the project is anticipated to be between £20,000 and 
£30,000, dependent on the type of lighting selected and the Parish Council would seek 
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to fund the project by way of a loan from a source available to Parish Councils. The cost 
of the repayments would be met from the savings that would result and the entire project, 
including the loan repayment would be completed in 6 – 7 years. 

To enable the Parish Council to apply for the loan, they need to be able to show that 
they have consulted with residents over the proposal. So do you think it is a good idea to 
change the old orange lights to modern white lights, with the facility to be “turned down” 
between midnight and dawn? Do you have any comments about the idea? Do you think 
it is a bad idea and the lights should be left as they are? 

 All residents are invited to comment on the proposal – either in writing to the Parish 
Clerk at the Parish Office at the Community Centre, or by email to 
bugbrookepc@btconnect.com. The closing date for comments is 30th April 2016. All 
comments will be considered by the Parish Council at its Annual Meeting to be held on 
9th May, and a decision will then be taken as to whether to pursue the project or not. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The Parish Council has agreed a price with contractors to tarmac the Glebe Field car 
park and to construct a footpath connecting the car park to the Millennium Green. This 
will include 2 new gates in Ace Lane to connect the two sections of the extended 
Millennium Green. 

Congratulations to all those who have persisted in the 4 year quest for a new 
graveyard which has turned out to provide improved facilities in the village. 

The Council will again be requesting to the Surgery that they be given permission to 
create a gateway in the hedge adjacent to the footpath from Levitts Road to the Primary 
School. This would help pedestrians and disabled people from having to chance their 
arm in the increasingly busy car park. 

A new seat will shortly be erected on Elm Tree Bank. This is a traditional feature of 
Bugbrooke and will replace the one moved some years ago when it fell into disrepair. 

The Parish Council has grant funded the Friends of Bugbrooke School, 
Tumbletricks and the Allotment Association in their efforts to improve facilities for the 
community. They will also be backing the Village Pre-School group in a bid for New 
Homes Bonus money, held at South Northants Council, once competitive costs to 
renovate the toilets has been sorted out. 

A new notice board will be erected adjacent to the bus shelter in West End. This will 
replace the derelict one currently in an obscure location. Problems have occurred with 
litter at this bus stop and it has been established that it has been caused by Campion 
School pupils who live outside the village. Now that they leave school at 3.00pm they 
wander down the village, buy cans and crisps at the shop and then drop the rubbish 
while they wait for the bus to Weedon or Daventry. The Head of Campion School has 
been notified and asked to hold pupils, travelling on service buses, at the school until the 
bus arrives. 

NCC has been asked yet again to resurface Smitherway which is now in danger of 
breaking up. They acknowledge the top will now need to be removed and completely 
replaced. Cllr Joan Kirkbride has agreed this is top priority in her area and has informed 
NCC to this effect. 

We have also been asked to be kept up to date with South Northants Council’s 
proposal to join with Cherwell DC to form a unitary authority and break away from 
Northamptonshire. Many members expressed deep concern about this proposal and Cllr 
Kirkbride also objected strongly to South Northamptonshire being split off from its county. 
John Curtis 

mailto:bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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Extravagant Love! 
July 1985 when I and my family left our home in Wolverhampton I 
packed a whole range of personal and family memorabilia in an old 
suitcase sealing it with tape and writing, while singing, across the top 
of the case ……………Mem'ries, light the corners of my mind misty water-
coloured memories, of the way we were……………… 

Remaining sealed over the next 31 years the case travelled with 
us to Kegworth, Nottingham, Stoke-on-Trent, Wolverhampton, Liverpool, Hemel 
Hempstead and finally here in Bugbrooke! Finally being opened this Mothering Sunday 
6th March 2016! 

Much of the contents I’d forgotten, apart that is, from the letters my late wife and I 
wrote to each other over our two year courtship before our marriage in 1974. The letters 
are a record of a growing and developing love that continued to grow and develop over 
the course of twenty five years of marriage until her untimely death in 1999. 

However, it is a wonder Chris ever married me! My letters were clipped, to the 
point and set out like a shopping list rather than a growing expression of love. Chris’s 
letters on the other hand were ‘expansive’, with much detail and read like a letter of 
affection rather than bullet points made on a piece of paper during a commercial break 
while watching a favourite television programme! 

Nevertheless the letters with their differing styles, reminded me true love does not 
stop at the last breath. Love has continued to grow, albeit differently. Life has come to a 
new, ever evolving normality; enriched by new human love interests but without denying 
what is now part of my life story. 

One of the phrases people use between themselves or their nearest and dearest is 
‘Love you more today than yesterday but not as much as I will love you tomorrow!’ A 
phrase that is not simply a trite throw away but if our love is real it becomes an axiom, 
love becomes an extravagant expression of how we feel; doing anything, without 
counting the cost, for those we love. We love them more today than yesterday but not 
as much as we will love them tomorrow. 

God showed his extravagant love for his creation by not counting the cost for us to 
be reconciled back to him. Jesus came to live, die and rise again for each and every 
one of us and God continues in the same vain as he continues to love us unreservedly 
and without restriction. 

In Hebrews Chapter 13 v 8 we read ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and for ever’ his love is constant and is not subject to austerity measures! I have a 
Grandchild nearly two years old and through a wonderful website called ‘LifeCake’ I 
have watched him grow and develop. I can’t articulate how much I love him but I love 
him more today, if that is possible, than the day I cradled him in my arms hours after he 
had been born. 

The more we respond to God, revealed in Jesus, the more of his unrestricted and 
everlasting love is revealed in our life experience and the more that love becomes part 
of us we can say with conviction, I love God revealed in Christ, more today than 
yesterday and but not as much as tomorrow! 

Finally, human love is often frail and unpredictable and often leaves us hurt at 
best, decimated at worst! God’s Love is the one constant that will never let us down. 
When we commit ourselves to him and feel the warmth of his love embracing us, we are 
then able to say ‘Love you more today than yesterday, but not as much as I will 
experience your love tomorrow!’ 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 
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Bugbrooke in the Great War – Events 100 Years Ago – 
February and March 1916 
The war continued unabated along the Western Front in France and Flanders, and on a 
comparatively smaller scale in East Africa and in Mesopotamia. There were small 
German naval and air raids along the English east coast, while there was manoeuvring of 
flotillas and fleets on the high seas by both sides, with widespread U-boat activity. In the 
Middle East, the 6th (Poona) Division of the Indian Army, commanded by Major General 
Charles TOWNSHEND, was still trapped at Kut-al-Amara, where it had been besieged 
since 7 December 1915; a relief attempt in mid-January had failed. Back in France, the 
protracted battle of Verdun began on 21 February, destined to cost many French and 
German lives. 

Thankfully there were no fatal casualties affecting Bugbrooke during these two 
months and no enlistments are known (they would more likely have been early 
conscripts, for conscription was implemented from 10 February, for unmarried men 
initially), though there are few surviving relevant records to be certain. 

At home, it was a particularly bitter winter and in Bugbrooke a shortage of coal and 
coke was an on-going problem for the school, only resolved by the headmaster’s forceful 
escalation on 13 March. The situation was similar around much of Great Britain and 
would have made the lives of those men in their early military training particularly 
arduous. 

There had been something of a surge in enlistment in late 1915, possibly prompted 
by the looming introduction of conscription and the lack of regimental choice that implied. 
Those volunteers were dispersed at training units around the country in early 1916 and 
we know of just one who was posted to active service in this period. Born in Bugbrooke in 
December 1891, Sapper Ernest John ROBINS was posted to 118 Railway Company, 
Royal Engineers (RE) in France on 6 February after the briefest of training, but as he was 
formerly a platelayer for the London and North Western Railway, he already had 
expertise that was no doubt urgently required at the front. 

Meanwhile still in England, Alexander Cecil BAKER, born in Bugbrooke in 
December 1897 and a former shoeing smith, then a Private in the Army Service Corps 
(ASC), was promoted Acting Farrier Corporal on 25 February. 
Elsewhere, in training at Biggleswade Signal Depot, was Harry 
James AMBLER, the uncle of current Parish Councillor Terry 

Ward. Harry was a former Bugbrooke 
School pupil, approaching 21 years of 
age at this time, who was later 
commissioned as a Signals Officer in the 
RE, to serve in East Africa.  
By now, Philip CAMPION, born in 
Bugbrooke in June 1894, was back with 
the Warwickshire Yeomanry in Egypt 
after convalescent leave back home in 
Bugbrooke over Christmas. At the same 
time our only known lady volunteer, Eva 
MOORE, born in Bugbrooke in 
December 1874, was busy as a Sister at 
the military hospital in Alexandria. 
Back in Bugbrooke, the headmaster had reported on 21 
February that “There is a good deal of illness among the 
schoolchildren”. On 9 March he noted that arrangements were 

Sapper Ernest Robins 
in a Bugbrooke Foot-
ball Club photo of 
1920. 

Harry Ambler was in 
training 100 years ago 
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being made to protect the ‘wireless pole’ (the radio aerial on its mast, presumably) which 
had been lying on the ground since August 1914 (when the radio equipment was 
confiscated). Ironically, teaching Morse Code was still in the hand-written curriculum of 
13 March, practiced using ‘buzzers’. Heavy snow was reported on several occasions, 
with that on 28 March bringing down trees and telegraph poles and forming deep drifts. 
This is being written in a mild February … 
Roger Colbourne for the 100 Years Project 

Nature Notes 
Spring is sprung    De boids is on the wing! 
Da grass is riz    Don't be absoid! 
I wonder where de boidies is?  Da wings is on de boid!   
 

There are many different versions of this verse of course... but something I'm compelled 
to say as we go into spring. 

Spring seems to have arrived incredibly early this year. As I write at the beginning 
of March, we have all the bulbs well out and hellebores are already forming seedheads. I 
worry we're now going to have a period where the garden will be devoid of colour until 
the herbaceous borders bloom. Normally it's seemless... snowdrops, daffodils, tulips, 
poppies, iris...... and so on.  

I've found it hard not to be tempted to prune shrubs and roses much earlier too. I 
always do the clemetis during February and this year I felt I could have done the roses 
too as they were really making a lot of growth. I know from experience that pruning 
promotes young growth and if we have a late frost the young shoots will be damaged 
and there's no benefit in pruning too early up here on top of the hill where we're so 
exposed. Today I heard the BBC weather man saying that 2015/16 has been the 
warmest winter on record, but they’re talking of a possible white Easter. I do hope they're 
wrong. 

Last year our trees made very little new growth... I think due to a dry winter and low 
rainfall during the early part of last year. They didn't look well most of the summer. Our 
soil is very free draining and if you dig down you come to hoggin. The plus side of that is 
it does mean we never get water-logged. I grow Mediterranean-like plants that will 
withstand drought when we get a dry summer. The key to gardening here is mulch, 
mulch and more mulch. We have three huge compost bays and even that's not really 
enough for our needs. As a result of the high rainfall during the past few months, I'm 
hopeful this year will mean our trees will enjoy a growth spurt. 

The birds are certainly feeding frantically and we don't seem to be able to give them 
enough! Even the pheasants have found they can now get up onto the feeding stations 
and come for their twice-daily feed. Their brightly coloured plumage is certainly 
confirming it's springtime. 

This morning I watched a buzzard (a regular visitor now) hunting for its breakfast. It 
was using the top of our native hedgerow as its vantage point and several times went 
down into the pasture field for its morning feast. Sadly it was facing the wrong way and I 
was unable to get a good photograph of it. 

The deer, just a small herd at the moment... about five... cross the lane through a 
small gap in the hedge just past our barn. The cars bat along past here so I do hope 
they're not crossing when someone is hurtling by. When they cross, they all cross 
together in a line and it would be hard to avoid them. Unfortunately there's a slight blind 
bend in the road and I can see a possible casualty. 
Pamela Cox 
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The Bugbrooke Big Birdwatch, 30th-31st January 2016 
Thank you to all of the 47 people who returned their birdwatch forms. This year 30 
different species were recorded in the village (26 in 2015) and the average number of 
different species in each garden was 8.78 (8.95 in 2015). In two gardens, 16 species were 
seen and in another two there were 15 (highest number in 2015 was 14). Finches seem to 
be doing rather badly and the proportion of gardens where no finches of any kind were 
seen is larger than last year, a trend remarked upon in the national survey by the RSPB. 
Out of the 47 participants, there were 27 where none were seen, despite the fact that they 
are gardens where they have been seen in previous years. It might be that there is plenty 
of food remaining in the hedgerows and that it has been a mild winter, but Allen Dale has 
pictures of chaffinches with very scaly legs which seem to be weak although otherwise 
they look healthy (see below). Trichomonosis disease which particularly affects 
greenfinches is blamed for their decline, and it has been suggested that it is also having 
an effect on chaffinch numbers. The only thing that we can do is to regularly wash the 
feeders we use and keep bird tables clean, as that is one way the disease is spread. The 
area where more than 4 starlings are seen is expanding. They are abundant from 
Campion to an imaginary line drawn along the odd numbered side of High Street and 
Camp Hill, but are sparse from the other side of High Street to Peace Hill. Last year the 
dividing line was along Meadway. 

To encourage birds into your garden, it is not enough just to offer kitchen scraps, 
although some birds, such as black headed gulls, will only come for bread and have no 
interest in seeds, nuts or suet. The greater variety of bird food you offer, the greater variety 
of birds you will see as different species have different preferences and the more birds that 
come, the safer each individual bird feels. Lots of pairs of eyes mean that danger will be 
spotted by someone, and the alarm will be raised. It really is a case of safety in numbers. 
The design of your garden is important as to how safe it is. If you have a paved garden 
with a bird table in the middle of it, it will not be attractive despite how much you have 
spent on the table itself or the food on it. Security is important. They need shrubs, hedges, 
trees and dense climbers for nesting, and to retreat to when a cat or a sparrowhawk 
appears. If those plants provide summer food in the guise of insects and berries and 
seeds in autumn and winter, then the birds will be used to coming to your garden all year 
round. If your garden is too small for large trees, there are small weeping varieties of birch 
and willow, but if these are not an option, holly is a good choice. You can control it by 
clipping and if you make sure you choose a berry bearing variety, it will provide food as 
well as a safe haven. Ivy is a wonderful wildlife plant. It softens the appearance of a new 
fence or shed and it gives nesting cover. As a native plant, native insects thrive on it. In 
autumn the ivy has nectar-rich flowers that attract hoverflies, beetles and butterflies, and 
its subsequent berries are food for birds from January to March. Cotoneaster is not a 
native species, but its berries are an important food source during the winter months for 
blackbirds, thrushes and robins, and it can be grown in a small space against a wall, or as 
ground cover. 

If you would like to take part in next year’s birdwatch, I intend to send forms out by e-
mail in the week before. If you would like to add your name to the birdwatch group, send 
your name and e-mail address to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk and your tally form will 
arrive automatically and act as a reminder. 

Detailed results of the birdwatch can be found on the LINK website, or in the window 
of Petstop. 
Margaret Cooke. 832125 
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Bugbrooke Beavers 
The Beaver term started with the Beavers meeting at Tigers In Daventry for their late 
Christmas party. Lots of fun was had by all and I'm sure that they would have all slept 
well that night after all the running around they did. Beavers have also been busy this 

term with badge work. All 
are working towards their 
animal carers badge. This 
started with a visit to Pets at 
Home in Daventry where 
they learnt how to care for 
many household pets and 
were lucky enough to be 
able to pet rabbits and 
guinea pigs and to feed 
them. They were then given 
a workbook to complete 
before they earn their 
badges. They have also 
started to learn the phonetic 
alphabet in preparation for 
the communication badge. 
Cubs joined them last week 
with a visit to The Mounts 
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Allen Dale’s picture of a chaffinch with 
scaley legs and what the RSPB forum has 
to say about it: 

‘Birds can suffer from a number of 
skin conditions that affect the feet. In a 
chaffinch, it is overwhelmingly most 
likely to be chaffinch viral papilloma. This 
virus is specific to chaffinches only. Al-
though it looks unsightly and certainly is 
a great nuisance and irritation to the bird 
concerned, it is rarely the cause of de-
mise for the bird. The papilloma has low 
contageousness, and birds need a close 
contact with each other for the infection 
to be passed on. This is probably why 
it is normally seen in clusters. It is be-
lieved that a bird will need a cut or a 
scratch on its foot for the disease agent 
to enter and infect it. There is no cure for 
this kind of skin infections in wild birds, 
and the only thing we can do to help is to 
make sure that there are no sharp bits in the feeders that could risk a bird cutting its 
foot as it is looking for food.’ 
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fire station where they learnt all about fire safety in the home, around campfires and 
fireworks. They all really enjoyed the visit and lots of questions were asked. They 
particularly enjoyed watching the fireman slide down the pole and they all wanted to have 
a go. Unfortunately the fire engine got called out twice during our visit but we have been 
told that they will come and visit us at the scout hut which the boys are impatiently waiting 
for. This term has been a term for making crafts for Mothers Day and planning an evening 
to which mothers and grandmothers will be invited along to see what Beavers do and to 
join in some games. The boys are also eagerly awaiting a visit by Jen Harrison, the village 
PCSO, so they are hoping that she will bring a police car with her. 

Cubs have also had a busy term, as well as visiting the fire station they have visited 
Wootton Hall Police Headquarters where they were able to see the control room in action 

and learnt how to 
make a 999 call. They 
also got to sit in a 
police car and sound 
the siren as well as 
dressing up as police 
men and handcuffing 
each other. Following 
on from the visit to the 
fire station Cubs will 
be planning a fire 
escape route from 
their homes and the 
scout hut and will have 
then earned their fire 
safety badges. They 
are also looking 
forward to welcoming 
their mums to the 
scout hut for Mothers 
day and have been 

busy making presents and cards for their mums. Cubs have been working toward their 
challenge badges and have been set many team problems that they needed to complete 
together. In a few weeks time they will be participating in WWF's EarthHour where the 
meeting will be run with no lights—we will be going on a nocturnal walk. 

Village Profile  
Jim Inch, Chairman of Friends of St Michaels, Treasurer of LINK, Treasurer of the Art 
Group, researcher for 1st WW Project. 

Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in South Shields. Left there when I was 9 because my 
father moved to a job in the Midlands and then to Shropshire, where 
he became Clerk to the Wellington Rural District Council. At the first 
school I went to in Wellington I was taught by Brenda’s father.
(Brenda is Jim’s wife) I eventually went to Wellington Boys 
Grammar School. Brenda was at the Girls’ High School. We started 
going out together when I was 16. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes despite several different schools. I have 2 brothers. My older 
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brother has epilepsy and cerebral palsy which developed when he was 7, but we 
enjoyed things together and still do. My younger brother was a bit of a rebel, but now 
has settled with a wife and son. I’ve always enjoyed walking, the Wrekin and Shropshire 
Hills and we used to go to classical music concerts in Wolverhampton. 
What happened when you left school? 
3 years at L.S.E. (London School of Economics) for a Law Degree and then a 6 month 
course to qualify as a solicitor. I enjoyed being in London. Brenda came up from her 
college in Kent and we went to the theatre, 3/6d (3 shillings and 6 pence) in the Gods. 
Is that where your love of theatre started? 
I was in a couple of plays at school. I played Thomas Cromwell in A Man for all Seasons 
and Caliban in the Tempest. At L.S.E. I joined the Drama society but stayed mainly 
backstage, designing and painting scenery. The Drama there tended to be very political, 
but it had its lighter moments. I was once inveigled into operating the spotlight on a 
stripper, and a performance of the Duchess of Malfi was a disaster, turned out to be 
more comedy than tragedy, so much went wrong. 
Were you happy at L.S.E.? 
It was exciting. I was there at the time of the sit-ins. 
What were the students protesting about? 
Sir Sydney Caine was retiring as Director and Dr Walter Adams had been appointed to 
the position. He was from Salisbury Rhodesia and was seen as part of Ian Smith’s racial 
regime. I didn’t join this protest, felt it was a bit of a witch hunt. Everything became very 
emotional when a porter died of a heart attack during one of the protests. Two students 
including the Union President, David Adelestein, were suspended. So there were more 
sit-in protests until they were reinstated. 
Did you take part in these sit-ins? 
Yes, I did at that stage. Brenda and I were photographed by a national newspaper on 
the steps of L.S.E. It was the day she came to London to choose an engagement ring. 
She was at a college run by nuns. Very different from L.S.E. 
Then it was time for a job? 
Yes. I went back to Shropshire and was articled for 2 years to the General Manager of 
the Telford Corporation. After I qualified as a solicitor I got a job with Northampton 
Borough Council in 1971, by which time we were married and had our first child, Jeremy, 
and Brenda was pregnant with Tom. 
Where did you live? 
The Authority gave us a council house in Northampton and Tom was born. We didn’t like 
it there. It was difficult for Brenda to make friends. There was a housing shortage at the 
time but we found new houses being built in Bugbrooke and moved here in July 1972, 
where everyone was friendly and we felt happy and welcome. 
Was that when you joined the B.A.D.S. (Bugbrooke Amateur Dramatic Society)? 
I was out walking one day with my 3 boys, Anthony was in the pram, when Tillie 
Smallwood said hello and got talking. She discovered I had painted scenery and 
immediately I was invited to join the BADS. 
What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
There are lots of walks you can do - useful when you have a dog. And the stone. I like 
the stone. It isn’t just a pretty village but it’s been here a long time. It’s lived in. 
What are you proud of? 
My ability to draw. I always liked drawing. I taught myself to draw horses first and then 
faces. 
If you could start again would you choose a different career? 
Possibly not. I quite fancy being an illustrator. But would doing it as a job take away the 
pleasure? I saw real life in my job, met all manner of folk. I dealt mainly with housing 
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stuff, so there were evictions, which was difficult. 
Have you always done so much for the village? 
As Brenda taught at the school, for many years I was mostly known as Mrs Inch’s 
husband. I have been treasurer of the LINK for 30 years. I was previously made 
treasurer of the Primary School Parents Association. I swapped that for the LINK when 
I ran out of children. 
You must be good at Maths? 
No. Not at all. I haven’t sought any of these jobs, but I’m not good at saying No. 
What was your happiest moment? 
When Jeremy our first son was born. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
No. Except don’t believe everything you are told. 
What is most important to you? 
My family. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Afternoon Tea in the Churchyard 
4th to 12th June is 'Cherishing Churchyards' week and the 12th June is when the 
country will be officially celebrating the Queens 90th Birthday. Don't worry if your 
invitation to The Mall street party hasn't arrived yet. We will be hosting an afternoon 
tea party on the south side of the church, that is the path from the gate in Ace Lane, 
the rose garden and the garden between the south and choir vestry doors. A 
traditional afternoon tea of Sandwiches, Cake and Tea will be served from 3pm to 
5pm, followed by a celebration service in the church. This event will be free. There will 
be more details in the June issue of LINK, however we hope you may include this date 
in your diary now. 
Gillian Stone - 07920422381 (offers of cakes welcomed!) 
While we are at it, Bugbrooke Church Fete will be on Saturday 9th July, 2pm to 5pm. 
Full details will be in June issue of LINK Magazine. 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello Everyone. It’s Spring. But we get all kinds of weather. No 2 days alike. So far the 
spring flowers have not made the usual array of colour. 

Jan. 27th Today we returned for our usual meeting. 
Feb 10th The AGM. As always each member was given a copy of the income 

and expenditure for Year 2015 to read. David Pope—treasurer—took the meeting and 
gave a full account of the year’s events. Everyone being willing to carry on as before, 
which is very good. As a member I think we are very lucky to have such a wonderful 
team of ladies running the club, not forgetting David who keeps the accounts in good 
order. Thank you all. 

We now have the programme for this year being 2016, so have some events to 
look forward to. 

Don’t forget to ring Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870 should you be interested 
to join. 
Mrs D.M.French 

Bugbrooke WI 
Our first meeting of 2016 was a games evening with refreshments. We played several 
games including Scrabble, cards, and darts. Jackie Sanders was very popular with her 
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talk on “Pearls” in February. Some valuations were done after the talk and there were a 
few very surprised members. 

In February, sixteen members went to the “Hopping Hare” in Duston for a lunchtime 
meal. We were made very welcome and everyone enjoyed themselves. On March 7th 
Christine Farmer came in place of Neil McMahon who was unwell. Christine passed 
round a plastic skull (Alas poor Yorick) and everyone took a slip of paper. During pauses 
in the talk, entitled “Where there’s a quill there’s a play, we participated by reading out 
the fact about Shakespeare. Did you know that he revised his will, ensured everyone that 
he was in good health and then died a week later? 

On April 4th Shirley Allen will be telling us about “The Real Spain behind the Holiday 
Hype.” 

In May we have a combined meeting at Harpole to discuss this year’s resolutions. 
Northamptonshire members voted appropriate care in hospital for the top spot, with 
avoiding food waste coming second while mind or body having equal funding in the 
health budget came third. The top three in the country will be discussed at the resolutions 
meeting. 

Away from the monthly meeting, the Crafty Chatter and the Book Club continue to 
thrive. We shall also be at the fete serving tea and cake. We are planning an evening trip 
to Gallone’s ice-cream factory in the autumn. After being a member for over 35 years I 
shall be visiting Denman for the first time on Saturday. 

Look out for details of each month’s meetings on village notice-boards. 
Jean Marshall (01604 831016) 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
If you love flowers you will probably enjoy our meetings at Nether Heyford Village Hall on 
the fourth Monday of each month at 7.45pm. A talented Area or National demonstrator 
creates lovely arrangements which you may be lucky enough to win in the raffle. On April 
25th Louisa Rigden presents "Fairytale Flowers". There will be a competition with the 
same title. On Monday 23rd May Shirley Henderson will take us "Around the world in 
80..." 

We are looking forward to several outings in the coming months including the 
Malvern Spring Show and to Portsmouth later in the summer. In addition there are 
several workshops planned where there are opportunities to learn new techniques and 
skills. These are very relaxed fun days. We look forward to welcoming members and 
visitors. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke Art Group 
We’ll be holding our annual Art Exhibition on the weekend of 7th-8th May. As usual this 
will be at the Community Centre and the opening times will be from 11.00am to 5.00pm 
on both the Saturday and Sunday. Entry to the exhibition will be free. Most of the pictures 
will be on sale, as will a good selection of original handmade greetings cards. Tea/coffee 
and homemade cakes will also be available at very reasonable prices. 

We will be having a little competition again, which visitors will be able to take part in. 
This year we are each doing a picture representing a Northamptonshire village. The 
object will be to guess the village from the clues in the picture. The prize for the winner 
will be a bottle of wine. 

We are expecting it will be a very enjoyable weekend, so please drop in. 
Jim Inch 
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Bugbrooke History Group 
Very Exciting Report 
Fantastic news. Warwick Museum’s Archaeology Report on the Millennium Green has at 
last arrived. I only saw it yesterday and have not been able to study it. However, it does 
look incredibly detailed and interesting. I will try to pass on some of the information in the 
next LINK, but cannot do so now. I have never seen a full archaeology report before and 
am most impressed by its presentation and detailed content. We still plan to exhibit the 
finds but I’m not sure when. The Report is not totally complete and we do not have the 
finds in our possession at the moment. Many thanks to the Parish Council for funding this 
survey. 
Rugby Pitch Survey 
Resistivity tests are planned for after the Rugby season has ended. There will be no 
damage to the ground. In fact I am informed that aerating it with thin wire spikes could be 
beneficial. 
Archives 
A rather battered old filing cabinet has been discovered in the Community Centre, 
containing a random selection of maps, photos, letters, documents and books. The 
contents are now being properly recorded and catalogued by volunteers to make them 
easily available for anyone wishing to do research. 

Another group of volunteers have been ordering and cataloguing old school photos. 
Books of Photos 
The latest book of photos, Bugbrooke in Pictures 1930-1980, was extremely popular, and 
sold out very quickly when it was published in 2010. We have now discovered several 
more brand new copies, and they are now for sale. They are £10 each – fantastically 
good value. Contact Liz Thomas on 01604 832465 if you wish to buy one. 
Latest Meeting 
On Feb. 10th Andy Chapman told the story of the Saxon Village as it developed through 
Medieval times. His talk was based on archaeology done on a couple of sites at Raunds 
and West Coton – both east of Bugbrooke and Northampton. The interesting point was 
the lines seen on the aerial views, the delineation of boundaries showing up on photos 
and old maps were very similar to those around Bugbrooke. It is certain there has been a 
village here for many years as Bugbrooke is mentioned in the Domesday Book. It would 
be great to determine exactly where it was. 
Next Meeting is April 13th. 
Pat Kent (secretary) Tel 01604 830518  e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 

Road Closure 
The Parish Council have advanced notification from NCC highways that they are going to 
be carrying drainage investigations and some surfacing repairs on Kislingbury Road near 
the old telephone exchange. Work will commence on 25th April and will last for up to 5 
days. The road will be closed from Campion School to the High Street junction with 
Church Lane from 9.15 to 3.30pm each day. The diversion route is via Kislingbury and 
Rothersthorpe. 
Sally Bramley-Brown 

Bugbrooke OAPs Christmas Gift Scheme 
 Following the success of previous years Trivial Pursuit evenings, we are again holding 
an “alternative Trivial Pursuit” evening on Friday 20th May in the small hall/ lounge of the 
community centre. We are following the same format as last year. The questions will be 
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based on the trivial pursuit game topics. As in previous years a light supper will be 
provided and drinks will be available from the bar. As this is a popular event tickets will 
be on a first come first served basis at £7 per person. Players will be in teams of four but 
individual players or couples are welcome to make up teams. Tickets are available from 
Rosemary Harries, please phone 830117 to book your tickets. 

Also our annual wine tasting will be held on Friday 7th October at the community 
centre, details to follow later. 

The committee wish to thank everyone for their continued support that allows us to 
continue with this scheme. 
Nigel Burt (Chairman) 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
We have recently made a payment of £3000 from our funds towards the cost of the work 
that has been done to the trees in the churchyard. This work was necessary for safety 
reasons. It is always a bit sad to see beautiful and venerable trees felled or lopped, but it 
needed to be done; and has been carried out as sensitively as possible. The churchyard I 
think has not lost its character, and maybe the church itself is now a little easier to see. I 
also notice that the chippings have been put to good use on various footpaths round the 
village.  

Another contribution we made not long ago was to meet the cost of repair to the 
church’s boiler and heating system. 

Our AGM will be on Wednesday 20th April at 7.30 in the Sunday School. If you are 
interested in our work of assisting with the upkeep of Bugbrooke’s lovely church, then 
please come along. There is no need to be a churchgoer to become a member of the 
Friends. 

Our annual Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz will be on Friday 1st July in the Community 
Centre. This is always an enjoyable event and there will be more details in the next issue 
of LINK. 
Jim Inch 

CRIME STATISTICS, Heyfords and Bugbrooke, (Source – UKCrimeStats) 

CAR PARK THEFT 
Police are advising people to be vigilant following a spate of thefts where the victim has 
been distracted by someone asking for directions. The majority of thefts have happened 
in supermarket car parks across the county, including Northampton, Kettering, Daventry, 
Towcester, and Wellingborough. 



30 



In all these incidents the victim – often a woman on her own – has been approached 
by someone asking for directions. 

The victim is usually approached while they are loading their shopping into the car or 
are about to drive off. As the victim is distracted, often by the offender producing a map 
which the victim is encouraged to view, a second person removes items from their bag or 
purse on the seat of the car. 

What is particularly concerning is that the offenders appear to have identified their 
victim in the store or at the cash point, and have then followed them to their vehicle. When 
shopping and before you offer help to anyone keep the following in mind: 

 Guard your PIN, 

 When you get to your car keep your handbag, purse, or wallet with you when 
you unload your shopping, 

 When leaving your car, even for a short time, close and lock windows and 
doors, 

 If providing help, be vigilant and again close and lock windows and doors, 

 If something doesn’t feel right, trust your instincts. Politely say you cannot help 
and drive away. 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
There have been instances in Desborough of a bogus person knocking on elderly 
people’s doors saying they are from the Meals on Wheels service. When the door is 
answered they say they are going to fetch the meal, but they do not return. It is thought 
they are trying to see if the property is occupied. 

The ‘Meals on Wheels’ service do not operate this way and people know to expect 
Meals on Wheels when appropriate. Should anyone be approached inform the Police on 
101. 
FAKE POLICE OFFICERS 
Police are concerned over a recent series of incidents whereby fraudsters either phone or 
attend the home address of elderly members of the public, claiming to be police officers. 

The fake officer/s will claim that they are investigating a fraud which they believe the 
elderly person to be a victim of. The fake officer/s will then request the bank cards and 
personal identification numbers (PIN) of the victim and claim these are needed for 
investigation purposes. If the first contact was made by a phone call, the fake officer/s will 
tell the victim that someone will be over to collect the evidence. In one case the victim was 
instructed to attend their local bank and withdraw all of the money from their account. The 
suspect was left alone in the victim’s house whilst the victim carried out the instructions. 

Protect Yourself. Before letting anyone into your home who claims to be from any law 
enforcement agency, ask to see their identity card and check it by calling 101. Ask if they 
can attend at a pre-arranged time when a family member or friend can also be present. 

If you receive a phone call from a police officer, ask for their name and force and tell 
them you will call them back. Wait a few minutes and then use 101 to call them back 
through their force’s switchboard and verify their identity. The Police will never ask for 
your PIN or passwords. Do not give this information to anyone. 

The Police will never request that you withdraw/transfer any money to them. 
If you believe that you have been a victim of fraud you can report it online http://

www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud or by telephone 0300 123 2040. 
STALKING? 
Reports have been received of a series of incidents in a village near Wellingborough 
involving a white van following a girl walking her dog. At one point the driver got out and 
stood staring at the girl and her dog. The girl ran to a house where she knew the 
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occupants, but on leaving later, the incident was repeated. 
The police are unsure as to whether the driver’s objective was the girl or her dog, 

but nevertheless it was a traumatic event.  
The advice of the police is where the girl has a mobile phone to call 999. The 

alternative is to go to any shop, public building or business premises to ask for 
assistance. 
SCAMS 
Debt Recovery – criminals claim to be debt recovery agencies threatening court action if 
a BOGUS overdue utility bill isn’t paid within 7 days. A great many trusting older people 
fall for this scam. 

Charity – “begging” letters from fictitious charities, they often use distressing photos 
in an attempt to pull at the heart strings of caring people. 

Courier – fraudsters telephone pretending to be your bank/building society and the 
Police to trick you into revealing your PIN and handing your card to a courier on your 
doorstep. Money is then withdrawn from your account or goods bought. 

Security Device – bogus security company phones stating that they are selling a 
security device for telephones which will guarantee an instant police response. The 
device will cost £90.00.  

GP Surgery – some older people have received telephone calls from a caller who 
purports to be from the GP surgery and is asking for an appointment to discuss the 
person’s mobility needs. During the appointment, the older person is persuaded to buy 
mobility aids which are either unnecessary or inappropriate and always expensive. 

If you receive a call like this, please check with your GP surgery first before 
agreeing to a visit. 

Fraudulent Websites – fraudsters are setting up high specification websites 
advertising various electrical goods and domestic appliances. These goods are below 
market value and do not exist. The website will state you can pay via card: however 
when the purchaser goes to pay, this option is not available and the payment must be 
made by bank transfer. 

The fraudster entices the purchaser and reassures them it is a legitimate purchase 
by using the widely recognised Trusted Shop Trustmark. 

Check the authenticity of the website before making any purchases. Conduct a 
‘Whois’ search on the website which will identify when the website has been created. Be 
wary of newly formed domains. You can conduct this search using the following website – 
https://who.is/  

Payments made via bank transfer are not protected should you not receive the item. 
Remember, if the item advertised seems to good to be true, then it probably is. 
Good Citizen Award – Action Fraud have been receiving reports of an advanced fee 

fraud whereby suspects phone a member of the public and claim to be calling on behalf 
of the UK, (or British) Government Grant Department. 

They go on to state that the individual has won a Good Citizen Award, of typically 
£8,000.00, and that the grant can be released for a fee of around £210.00. 

There is no genuine ‘Good Citizen Award’ scheme in the UK. 
Scam Mail – Don’t be tricked by scam mail: KEEP CALM AND BIN IT. 
Some scam lotteries will occasionally send you £10.00 so you think it’s genuine and 

keep paying. 
Scammers may use your first name – they don’t know you, this is done by computer. 
Never give personal details such as bank account, PIN number or date of birth. 
Register with the Mailing Preference Service to cut down on unwanted letters: visit 

www.mpsonline.org.uk or phone 0845 703 4599. 
Interesting statistic – according to the National Trading Standards Scams Team, the 

https://who.is/
http://www.mpsonline.org.uk
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average age of scam victims is 74. 
SAFETY 
Lithium batteries – warning to parents about the risks to babies and young children of 
button or cell batteries which contain lithium, following the deaths of children who have 
swallowed them. Lithium reacts with saliva causing severe trauma such as burning a 
hole in the stomach or throat or damage to internal organs. 

Toy cigarettes – imitation cigarette practical joke toys have been found to contain 
excessive amounts of potentially cancer-causing restricted chemicals called 
phthalates. 
RECOVERY ROOM FRAUD 
This refers to fraudsters targeting the victims of previous frauds, (often timeshare 
scams), by ‘cold calling’ and claiming to be able to recover previously lost funds. They 
usually claim to be a legal, professional or a representative of a government agency, 
(often used when the claim relates to a timeshare purchased outside the UK). Initially, 
a small fee, typically in the region of £200 – 400.00 is requested by the fraudsters which 
they claim is refundable as part of a ‘no-win, no fee’ basis. 
DOORSTEP CRIME 
Usually takes two forms: 

Distraction burglars or “bogus callers” will call at a house with the intention of 
tricking their way inside to steal money and/or other valuables. 
Rogue Doorstep Traders will use a trade, (such as block paving, landscaping, etc.), as 
a means to extract large sums of money from people. 

Unlike a burglary, where an offender may use an opportunity to climb through an 
open window, walk through an unlocked open door, or force their way into a property, 
distraction burglars (bogus callers), will use stories to trick their way into a home. 

IF YOU ARE NOT SURE, DON’T OPEN THE DOOR   
MALICIOUS SOFTWARE 
Fraudsters are sending out virus infected emails that claim a package has been seized 
by HM Revenue & Customs upon arrival into the United Kingdom. The official looking 
scam emails claiming to be from Royal Mail contain a link to a document which will 
install malicious software on your computer designed to steal credentials like account 
names. 

To help the spread of the virus, the email also says, “You will need to have access 
to a computer to download and open this “Zip file”. If you receive one of these emails 
do not click on any links or download any attachments, and report it to ‘Action Fraud`. 

Bugbrooke Guides 
We are well into our term welcoming some new guides to join our activities, which 
include: church cleaning, 2 weeks of ‘Go For Its’ when the girls in small groups set their 
own things to bring and do around a theme; this gets them a badge. We find this varies 
from writing and performing a play (which was very good) to making eggy bread in the 
kitchen. There is often chocolate involved and something creative going on. We 
particularly liked the home made skittle alley. A repeat outing to Bounce in Milton 
Keynes, it’s exhausting to watch them on the trampolines. Easter and Mother’s Day 
gives us opportunity to cook and make items too. 

At our Guide evening nearest to Guiding World Thinking Day 22nd February, we 
enrolled our new mascot. She is on the notice board in the Sunday school rooms/
Community Café, looking very smart in the new knitted uniform thanks to Sheila 
Hartgrove. We have named her Agnes Mildred. Agnes is after Lord Baden-Powell’s 
sister the first ever Girl Guide and Mildred after Mildred Bates one of the original guides  
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At Bounce in Milton Keynes 

 2010 Mildred Bates with Holly Botterill, Emma 
Walker and Iona Thomas. 

G u i d e s  C o n t . -  i n 
Bugbrooke in 1927. Back in 
2010 when Mildred was 94, 
three guides visited her, and 
enjoyed her stories of camping 
in Wales and the uniform she 
used to wear. We also enrolled 
and welcome Maddie Pritchett, 
Anna Ridgeway and Abbie 
Burnett to 1st Bugbrooke 
Guides. 

To any ladies who may be 
interested to find out more 
about guiding and would like to 
come along to assist or just 
come and see what we do, you 
would be most welcome. With 
some travel plans and other 
commitments it would be great 
to have extra helpers.  

Waiting list or other 
inquiries please ring Jane on 
832710. 

 
 
 

Mascot Agnes Mildred with Ellie 
Bates great-granddaughter of 
Mildred Bates 
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The heavy rain on March 9th made 
the brook higher than it has been 
for several years. As far as we 
know, the village seems just about 
to have got away with it without 
anyone getting flooded out. 

These pictures were taken by 
Simon Eddison (left) and Felicity 
Robertshaw (below) of the brook 
near the church field. However if 
you are worried read further -- 

My name is Robb Collett and I am 
one of the two Flood Wardens for 
the Parish Council. If you are threat-
ened by flooding, I have a good sup-
ply of sand and bags to protect 
properties. My number is 07976-
031310 if you want to fill some bags 
for yourself, or a friend who cannot 
do it for themselves. 
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Talking Rubbish 
This regular column is intended to be a way of keeping village residents informed about 
environment issues in Bugbrooke. 

In the last column, I started with the death, just after Christmas, of our old black 
greyhound, Rinah. Recently, some of you will have seen me once again with two black 
dogs. In February, our brilliant bitch Airforce Venus retired after a tremendous career 
(which includes wins in open races at Towcester and Henlow), left her trainer Mark Wallis’ 
kennels near Mildenhall and moved in with us. It feels a little like royalty joining the family, 
as her litter-mate full brother Crokers Champ was a close 3rd in the 2014 Greyhound 
Derby, the biggest race in greyhound racing. Venus (VeeVee for short) has settled in 
straight away, getting on immediately with our lurcher, Milly. At the moment, Vee finds 
dogs other than greyhound-types a bit confusing, especially smaller breeds, which she 
had never come across until now! Vee is a gentle, sweet girl who loves to play, sniff, take 
long walks, eat and sleep after over two years in training. Greyhounds do make great 
pets. 

The Shady Lane planting carried out last year has already produced a lovely display 
of daffodils, crocus and tulips and the shrubs and trees are starting to bud and come into 
flower as spring develops. 

I am helping Bugbrooke Pre-School to develop a ‘Forest School’ facility in the village 
for outdoor education, utilising training & funding from Everdon Field Centre and the local 
education authority. Hopefully this will become one of the green projects for 2016, which 
be prioritised at the next Environment Committee. If you have any ideas or suggestions, 
please contact me. 

Since Christmas, as well as topping up the first paths to be tackled, I have been 
doing some more work to improve other footpaths around the village that are liable to 
become muddy or flooded. The latest work is: 

- on the public footpath between the two stiles off Homestead Drive,  
- the footpath from Pilgrims Lane to the rugby club car park,  
- the metalled footpath off Spencer Close  
- the area off the end of the new metalled section of the public footpath from Pilgrims     
Lane passed the new Adams Close rugby pitches. 

I hope this is improving access around the village. If there are other paths that you 
feel are in need of attention, please contact me. 

There are currently wood chip stores at the Pilgrims Lane Spinney, in the corner of 
the Church Lane car park & off the farm field access road on Homestead Drive. All the 
wood chips have been provided at no cost to the village by local tree surgeons & it is 
much appreciated. The store of wood chips in the corner of the Church Lane car park is 
being moved to the near corner of the adjacent Glebe Field, which has been purchased 
along with the car park from the Diocese of Peterborough to extend the Millennium Green 
green space. This will help clear the car park ready for it to have a new tarmac surface laid 
in the near future. 

Another local resident has kindly donated some rolls of turf, which I have been able 
to use to grass areas at the boundary of the new development on the as yet un-adopted 
sections of Johns Road and Pilgrims Lane. 

I am pleased to see that some of the Street Doctor issues I've posted are being 
addressed; the County Council's rights of way team have erected two new signposts on 
Pilgrims Lane for the public footpaths to Wards Lodge & Rothersthorpe and re-erected the 
car crash-damaged signpost for the footpath from Kislingbury Road toward the Nene.  

At least some of the worst damage to the soft verges in the village's four vulnerable 
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roads (Pilgrims Lane, Levitts Road, Chipsey Avenue & Butts Hill Crescent) will be able to 
be repaired by the Community Enhancement Gang on its annual visit to the village. 
Whilst this won't in itself prevent people parking on soft verges or ease parking 
congestion, it should limit the environmental damage caused. The re-surfacing of 
Smitherway is one of Highway’s priority schemes for 2016-17, although no date has yet 
been set for the work to be carried out. 

By law the County Council, as the Highways authority, has to commission all works 
to adopted roads in the village including road-side pavements and verges. Because of 
the very significant reductions in central government funding of local authorities in recent 
years, the Highways authority cannot afford to pay for work like verge repair, soft verge 
hardening or repairs to cycle paths. Catch 22. 

To help slow traffic on Pilgrims Lane and so improve pedestrian safety and limit the 
damage to soft verges, Highways is ready to place a new traffic warning sign about 50m 
before the right hand turn at the Spinney. The obsolete ‘Playground’ warning sign on the 
other side would be removed.  

There have been no reported instances of dog attacks in January or February. 
Instances of dog fouling have pushed up above 20 instances per week, although this is 
still at a much lower level than 12 months ago. Please let me know if you have picked up 
dog poo left by other owners’ dogs, or would like me to clear up dog poo left in public 
areas as this keeps the dog poo mapping accurate and helps to identify owners who are 
not picking up. 

The next Parish Council Environment Committee will be considering actions to 
improve information and awareness for new dog owners, new residents and visitors, who 
may be contributing, at least initially, to the fouling problem. 

Further to my remarks about glass litter in previous column, since Christmas, I have 
cleared eight instances of dangerous, deliberately smashed beer & vodka bottles, in the 
rugby club car park, on the metalled path through Pilgrims Lane Spinney, just before the 
start of the new development on Pilgrims Lane, at the junction of Pilgrims Lane with 
Meadway, just past the turn into Quakers Close (twice), on Camp Hill and on High Street 
near Harrison Court. A clear pattern is emerging and I will be taking this problem up with 
the organisations with licences in that part of the village. 

I am working with the Headteacher of Campion School to provide a litter-bin outside 
the school on Kislingbury Road and to improve litter management in and around the 
school. The Parish Council has also written to Bugbrooke RFC and Bugbrooke St 
Michael FC to ask them them to work with me to provide litter bins and improve litter 
management at and around their sites too. The rugby club has provided litter-bins on the 
new Adams Close pitches as well as two smart, yellow portable bins with the club’s name 
on them. This has helped maintain an improvement in its areas of the playing fields, 
especially the rugby club car park & areas around the clubhouse. 
Contact: Jonathan Dunn  
Text 07920 (422848) 
Email jonathanD1962@gmail.com 
Parish Council Environment Committee 
01604 832838 
bugbrookepc@btconnect.com 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and recreational 
activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-age onwards, 
country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and Community 
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Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-members are 
welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Classics for 
Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Jigsaw Exchange, Literature, Luncheon 
Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (two groups). 
Future events (and please note the new, earlier start time): 

Monday 18 April at 2.00pm – ‘Ann Noble: A Victorian Woman Captured  
by the Chinese’ by Liam D’Arcy Brown. This popular speaker makes a welcome 
return. 
Monday 16 May at 2.00pm – The Annual General Meeting followed by ‘Tea and 
Trivia’. Afternoon tea and a bit of non-competitive fun; guests welcome. 
Enquiries to 01604-831627. 

Roger Colbourne 

Open Gardens 
Sue and Tony Pace started ‘Bugbrooke Open Gardens’ in 2009 and various gardens 
opened their gates that year and again in 2010, 2012 and 2014. So it is with the 
greatest of pleasure that we can carry on this bi-annual tradition. This year’s event will 
take place on the weekend of the 21st & 22nd May. For a small charge of £3 per adult 
with children under 16 free, this will cover both days of the weekend so you can take 
your time to wander round the village and perhaps enjoy a stop for refreshments as 
well.  

 Thank you to all the previous garden owners who have confirmed that they will 
open again in 2016 and now we are looking for more gardens to join us. It is not about 
‘show standard’ gardens, it is about giving others the opportunity to gain ideas and 
enjoy all sorts of different gardens and the plants within them. Smaller gardens in 
particular are always interesting to see how space can be used. We have found that 
visitors are always really complimentary and appreciative of being invited in to share 
our ‘outside rooms’. It is definitely not as daunting as you might imagine and there is no 
expectation that you need to do it more than once. 

 This year to raise extra funds for St Michael & All Angels and Macmillan Cancer 
Care, for a donation of £5, we will also include any houses having a garage sale on our 
village map as an alternative attraction for those walking round. 

If you would like to open your garden or publicise your garage sale, please 
contact Catherine or myself by Sun 10th April so that we can include you on the village 
map. 
 Emma Bignell 830871 / Catherine Parry 830267 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
The Club has been active since January with indoor nets at the County Ground and 
Campion School. The final two senior indoor nets will be held at the County Ground, 
Abington Avenue end on Wednesday March 30th and Wednesday April 6th - just turn 
up.   

Our first Sunday match is on April 10th with full Fixture List til October 3rd.  
Saturday League Matches start on 23rd April for our 1st X1 and May 7th for our 

2nd X1.  
Outdoor Practice every Tuesday starts on April 12th 6 to 7pm for Juniors & 7 to 

8pm for Seniors.  Just turn up.  
Come and visit our picturesque Private Ground by the brook with fantastic 
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Pavilion where we also have a very active bar run by Tony Bird.  
Contact Peter White on 02604 830452 or Club captain Ciaran Thomas on 07906 
935427 

Nether Heyford Tennis Club - “Open Day” 
Sunday 10th April 2016 from 10am to 2pm - all are welcome to come and play for free. 

We are a small friendly club offering tennis for all abilities and ages. Coaching and 
league matches available for those who want it and club nights for everyone, in 
addition to unlimited court use. 

Further information www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis/ or phone Jo 01327 
349094 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Would you like to get a bit of exercise and socialise at the same time? Then bowls 
could be the sport for you. We are a small friendly club with the bowling green situated 
behind the community centre. We have a full fixture list of friendly matches, leagues 
and competitions and our membership spans all ages. 

The season will start with an open day on Sunday 24th April at 2.30pm when 
members will be honing their skills after the long winter break. If anyone would like to 
try the sport then please come along, all you need is flat soled shoes as we will provide 
the bowls and coaching. 

For any further information about the club please contact Robin Frost 01604 
831567 or Geoff Hayter 01604 831130 

Open Roads day out to be held at Rockingham 
Circuit 
Whenever someone is killed or seriously injured on Northamptonshire’s 
roads, there will be professionals, family and friends who ask why. 

Sometimes the full reality of what it means to be involved in a traffic 
collision only hits home when it affects people’s own lives or loved ones. 

What Northamptonshire Police and Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service 
want to do is to prevent collisions from happening at all. And this is a major reason 
why, on Saturday, April 2, from 10am to 3pm, a huge road safety event will be held at 
Rockingham Circuit. 

The aim of the event, 
which is free entry, is to provide 
an interesting, action-packed 
family day out. Attractions will 
include more than 30 activities, 
stands and demos such as skid 
training in Renault cars 
(through Carkraft sessions), 
stunted up Police pursuits, Go 
Karts, displays of emergency 
service vehicles, the chance to 
ride in a police car, a modified 
and supercar show, a display of 
motorbikes, Lotus and Discovery driving simulators, kids’ activities such as a bouncy 
castle, and lots more. There will be plenty of safety talks and information too. 

http://www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis/
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And the motivation behind all of this activity is to provide a place where the 
public can learn more about the causes of collisions and pick up road and personal 
safety tips; all while enjoying a day out at Rockingham. 

The statistics relating to road casualties speak volumes about why events like 
this are so important. 

 Nationally, according to Brake road safety charity, drivers aged 17-19 
only make up 1.5 per cent of UK licence holders, but are involved in 12 
per cent of fatal and serious crashes. 

 In Northamptonshire, from 2012 to 2014, there were 863 injury collisions 
involving young drivers. This represented 23.3 per cent of all injury 
collisions in that period. 

 Nationally, motorcyclists are roughly 38 times more likely to be killed in a 
road traffic accident than car occupants, per mile ridden. In 2013, 331 
motorcyclists died and 4,866 were seriously injured in road collisions in 
Great Britain. 

 During the last three years, in Northamptonshire, 471 children aged 0-15, 
were road casualties. Of these, 40.4 per cent were pedestrians and 11 
per cent were either driving or riding a vehicle. 

Sara Postlethwaite, Engagement Team Leader in the joint Safer Roads Team 
(Northamptonshire Police and Northamptonshire Fire & Rescue Service) said: “We 
are expecting thousands of people to turn out to this big event in Rockingham and 
we hope that everyone who comes along gets a lot out of it. As well as really exciting 
displays which will appeal to anyone who is a car or bike enthusiast, we are hoping 
to get across some key safety messages which will help people keep safe on the 
roads and hopefully reduce the number of casualties.” 

Charity Dinner and Auction 
In aid of Northamptonshire Association for the Blind 

Charlie Ross, the Celebrity Auctioneer and BBC TV Antiques expert has 
generously agreed to conduct the Auction.  

Charlie Ross ran his own auction house in Woburn for over 25 years and has 
conducted a wide variety of auctions ranging from antiques, commercial and 
residential properties, through to vintage cars and Intellectual Property. He is also 
resident auctioneer for MacDougall’s, art specialists. Charlie continues to be a guest 
auctioneer at Bainbridges in Ruislip and Hansons in Derby, both of which he hugely 
enjoys. He is much in demand at charity auctions, which he conducts throughout the 
world, and he has raised millions of pounds over the past few years for numerous 
charities such as BBC Media Action, Shooting Star Hospice, the Marylebone Cricket 
Club (MCC) at their 150th Anniversary dinner, Caudwell Children, Amber Lounge at 
the Monaco Grand Prix, the Shane Warne Foundation, Clic Sargent, Great Ormond 
Street Hospital, House of Fraser, The Lord's Taverners, and many others. 

Charlie will bring his distinctive flair and humour to the evening, and the auction 
is sure to be highly entertaining as well as an important part of raising funds on the 
night. 

 We are therefore looking for support in the form of sponsorship - promotion - 
raffle prizes and most importantly, substantial items for Charlie to auction on the 
night.  

The event will be in the form of a Dinner at the Scott Bader Commonwealth Hall 
in Wollaston, and hopefully friends will make up tables of eight at £27.50 per head. 

http://www.macdougallauction.com/
http://www.bainbridgesauctions.co.uk/
http://www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk/
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There will be a full pay bar and to help the bidding along we will also be running our own 
wine bar in support of the event.  

It should be a lively, fun evening raising funds for a very good local cause. We 
would welcome your support and all your offers will be gratefully received to help us 
raise funds for this worthy cause.  
Please contact Jennifer Norman, President, 01933 353982 
jennifer.norman@live.co.uk  

Bugbrooke East Africa Trust 
Following Sue's death, nearly £9,000 was given in her memory all of which went to the 
Bugbrooke East Africa Trust (BEAT). We have now decided that this money will be used 
to complete a laboratory at Osiligi Secondary School. This is a school which Sue and I 
worked on in 2008-09. I think she would be pleased because we knew the school 
needed a laboratory and we had discussed it about a month before she died. It has the 
added advantage that two of its classrooms that had been converted into temporary 
laboratories can return to their proper function as classrooms. 

I visited in January and it turns out that the local community has already managed 
to build the basic structure, floor, walls and roof, but could not raise the funds to 
complete the job. It is a poor rural community and it would take them many years to 
raise that much money. Anyway it has taken some time to prepare and agree a final 
estimate but funds have now been transferred and work has started. The school should 
have a new fully functional 
laboratory in about 2 
months time. It will be a 
good memorial for Sue. 

BEAT has a lso 
developed. Daughter Jo 
has become a Trustee and 
another trustee, Peter 
Taylor, is also about to join 
us. There is still much to be 
done. Both Olmotonyi and 
Osiligi need laboratory 
equipment and both 
schools  need more 
classrooms and would like 
more teacher houses. 
Right now Olmotonyi is 
desperately short of desks 
following a change in 
government policy so that secondary education is free and parents do not buy desks. 

So if you ever feel you want to make a donation to charity, please remember the 
Bugbrooke East Africa Trust where every penny will get to Africa. 

Thank you all for your support. 
Best wishes -Tony Pace 
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/tanzania 

 

mailto:jennifer.norman@live.co.uk


51 50 



52 



53 

Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 
and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 
of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

 

 
Sunday Services.  
Please note Service Changes 
8:00am  BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
9:45am  1st Sunday in the month—Service of the Word with Communion 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays in the Month—Service of the Word 
5th Sunday in the month watch for details 
6:00pm  Last Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’  
 a service of Praise and Worship. 
  

Other Services 
Mondays during term time 2pm to 3:15pm ‘Tiny Tots Church’ in Church 
Third Wednesday in the Month 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Chancel 
 

Regular Events 
Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 
Thursdays 9am to 11am Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School 
Rooms 
Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  
Thursdays 7:30pm Fellowship and Bible Study at 4 Smitherway. 
 

Dates for the Diary 
May 15th Pentecost Sunday 
9:45am Service for All Ages to Celebrate the Birth of the Church. 
3:30pm An opportunity to join with the 25 Churches in The Daventry area  
to meet together at Everdon Church to Celebrate the ‘Birth of the Church’. 
Followed by a bring your own picnic tea. Tea, Coffee and Squash provided 
 

 
Home Communions by prior arrangement. 

Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 Enquiries about marriage ring 831621 
For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers 

If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 
 

Visit our Website :- 
bugbrookechurch.co.uk 
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Diary 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels,  CC - Community Centre,  SS - Sunday School, 
VH - Village Hall,  NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall BSMFC – Football Club 

This old picture of 
Camp Hill from Raine 
Turland provoked a lot 
of comments on the 
f a c e b o o k  p a g e 
‘Bugbrooke Pictures 
Old & New’ 

April    

4 7.30pm W.I. Real Spain behind the Holiday Hype CC 

8 7 for 

7.30 pm 

Northants Greyhound Rescue – Fish ‘n’ Chip 

Quiz. Teams up to 6. (Tel Mandy 07810 458365)  

CC 

10 10 – 2pm Tennis Club Open Day NH 

13 7.30pm History Group A.G.M.& Trip Round Northampton-

shire - 

CC 

18 2pm U3A Ann Noble: A Victorian Woman Captured by 

Chinese. 

CC 

20 7.30pm Friends of the Church AGM SS 

24 2.30pm Open Day at Bowls Club CC 

25 7.45pm Flower Society. Fairytale Flowers NHVH 

May    

4 7.30pm LINK AGM 31 Pilgrims  

7 - 8 11-5pm Art Group Art Exhibition CC 

9 7.30pm Parish Council A.G.M. CC 

14 12-4pm Northants Greyhound Rescue – Craft Fair CC 

16 2pm U3A AGM & Tea and Trivia CC 

20 7.30pm OAP Christmas gifts Trivial Pursuit CC 

21-22 All day Open Gardens   

23 7.45pm Flower Society. Around the World in 80... NHVH 
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