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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 197), April 2016 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
A few months ago I was wondering how much snow we would get 
and how we would cope ï in the event nothing happened apart 
from a few flakes. I certainly wasnôt expecting to see the amount of 
rain that fell on one day in early March and how close the brook 
came to breaking out of its banks. 

Now that weôve passed the Spring equinox and the days are longer than the nights 
we can look forward to more time outside, walking the footpaths for example, and take 
the opportunity to join in with all the activities that the village offers. 

Remember, if you have an event coming up over Summer or want to raise 
awareness, please let us know in good time so that we can put something in the June 
issue of the LINK magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 02 May 
2016, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way of 
us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

All Change for Street Lighting in the Village 
As most residents know, Bugbrooke Parish Council is responsible for all the street 
lighting in the village - almost 200 street lights. Not only does the Parish Council pay for 
the electricity used but also for the maintenance of the light columns themselves. For 
the current financial year the total spend will be in the region of £8,500 - £9,000 ï a 
considerable sum. The Parish Council are of the view that no one wants to see all the 
street lights switched off, as they are in many areas now, but it is recognised that they 
need to try and not only reduce the amount spent on lighting, but also reduce the energy 
being used. 

For anyone who perhaps walks their dog in the evenings, you might have noticed 
that some of the street lights are very different ï for example on the two new 
developments at Peace Hill and Johnôs Road/Pilgrims Lane, but also in Ash Grove and 
The Paddocks. These are the one of the latest type of street lights ï which use 
significantly far less energy than the traditional lights, but also have the benefit of 
generally reducing light pollution. 

Last year the Parish Council decided to implement a scheme whereby each year a 
number of lamps in the village would be changed from the old style to the new 
technology lighting and in 2015, fourteen lamps were replaced. However, it has been 
calculated that the complete project would take ten years and this would reduce the 
financial benefits to the parish as a whole. In consequence the Parish Council are 
considering replacing all remaining 161 lights in one operation. Not only would this 
mean that there was uniformity across the village, but it is conservatively estimated that 
the Parish Council could save approximately £5,000 a year in electricity costs and 
repairs. In addition all the lights would be fitted with a device that would reduce the 
amount of light emanating from each column between midnight and dawn by 
approximately half. The cost of the project is anticipated to be between £20,000 and 
£30,000, dependent on the type of lighting selected and the Parish Council would seek 
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to fund the project by way of a loan from a source available to Parish Councils. The cost 
of the repayments would be met from the savings that would result and the entire project, 
including the loan repayment would be completed in 6 ï 7 years. 

To enable the Parish Council to apply for the loan, they need to be able to show that 
they have consulted with residents over the proposal. So do you think it is a good idea to 
change the old orange lights to modern white lights, with the facility to be ñturned downò 
between midnight and dawn? Do you have any comments about the idea? Do you think 
it is a bad idea and the lights should be left as they are? 

 All residents are invited to comment on the proposal ï either in writing to the Parish 
Clerk at the Parish Office at the Community Centre, or by email to 
bugbrookepc@btconnect.com. The closing date for comments is 30th April 2016. All 
comments will be considered by the Parish Council at its Annual Meeting to be held on 
9th May, and a decision will then be taken as to whether to pursue the project or not. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The Parish Council has agreed a price with contractors to tarmac the Glebe Field car 
park and to construct a footpath connecting the car park to the Millennium Green. This 
will include 2 new gates in Ace Lane to connect the two sections of the extended 
Millennium Green. 

Congratulations to all those who have persisted in the 4 year quest for a new 
graveyard which has turned out to provide improved facilities in the village. 

The Council will again be requesting to the Surgery that they be given permission to 
create a gateway in the hedge adjacent to the footpath from Levitts Road to the Primary 
School. This would help pedestrians and disabled people from having to chance their 
arm in the increasingly busy car park. 

A new seat will shortly be erected on Elm Tree Bank. This is a traditional feature of 
Bugbrooke and will replace the one moved some years ago when it fell into disrepair. 

The Parish Council has grant funded the Friends of Bugbrooke School, 
Tumbletricks and the Allotment Association in their efforts to improve facilities for the 
community. They will also be backing the Village Pre-School group in a bid for New 
Homes Bonus money, held at South Northants Council, once competitive costs to 
renovate the toilets has been sorted out. 

A new notice board will be erected adjacent to the bus shelter in West End. This will 
replace the derelict one currently in an obscure location. Problems have occurred with 
litter at this bus stop and it has been established that it has been caused by Campion 
School pupils who live outside the village. Now that they leave school at 3.00pm they 
wander down the village, buy cans and crisps at the shop and then drop the rubbish 
while they wait for the bus to Weedon or Daventry. The Head of Campion School has 
been notified and asked to hold pupils, travelling on service buses, at the school until the 
bus arrives. 

NCC has been asked yet again to resurface Smitherway which is now in danger of 
breaking up. They acknowledge the top will now need to be removed and completely 
replaced. Cllr Joan Kirkbride has agreed this is top priority in her area and has informed 
NCC to this effect. 

We have also been asked to be kept up to date with South Northants Councilôs 
proposal to join with Cherwell DC to form a unitary authority and break away from 
Northamptonshire. Many members expressed deep concern about this proposal and Cllr 
Kirkbride also objected strongly to South Northamptonshire being split off from its county. 
John Curtis 

mailto:bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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Extravagant Love! 
July 1985 when I and my family left our home in Wolverhampton I 
packed a whole range of personal and family memorabilia in an old 
suitcase sealing it with tape and writing, while singing, across the top 
of the case éééééMem'ries, light the corners of my mind misty water-
coloured memories, of the way we wereéééééé 

Remaining sealed over the next 31 years the case travelled with 
us to Kegworth, Nottingham, Stoke-on-Trent, Wolverhampton, Liverpool, Hemel 
Hempstead and finally here in Bugbrooke! Finally being opened this Mothering Sunday 
6th March 2016! 

Much of the contents Iôd forgotten, apart that is, from the letters my late wife and I 
wrote to each other over our two year courtship before our marriage in 1974. The letters 
are a record of a growing and developing love that continued to grow and develop over 
the course of twenty five years of marriage until her untimely death in 1999. 

However, it is a wonder Chris ever married me! My letters were clipped, to the 
point and set out like a shopping list rather than a growing expression of love. Chrisôs 
letters on the other hand were óexpansiveô, with much detail and read like a letter of 
affection rather than bullet points made on a piece of paper during a commercial break 
while watching a favourite television programme! 

Nevertheless the letters with their differing styles, reminded me true love does not 
stop at the last breath. Love has continued to grow, albeit differently. Life has come to a 
new, ever evolving normality; enriched by new human love interests but without denying 
what is now part of my life story. 

One of the phrases people use between themselves or their nearest and dearest is 
óLove you more today than yesterday but not as much as I will love you tomorrow!ô A 
phrase that is not simply a trite throw away but if our love is real it becomes an axiom, 
love becomes an extravagant expression of how we feel; doing anything, without 
counting the cost, for those we love. We love them more today than yesterday but not 
as much as we will love them tomorrow. 

God showed his extravagant love for his creation by not counting the cost for us to 
be reconciled back to him. Jesus came to live, die and rise again for each and every 
one of us and God continues in the same vain as he continues to love us unreservedly 
and without restriction. 

In Hebrews Chapter 13 v 8 we read óJesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and for everô his love is constant and is not subject to austerity measures! I have a 
Grandchild nearly two years old and through a wonderful website called óLifeCakeô I 
have watched him grow and develop. I canôt articulate how much I love him but I love 
him more today, if that is possible, than the day I cradled him in my arms hours after he 
had been born. 

The more we respond to God, revealed in Jesus, the more of his unrestricted and 
everlasting love is revealed in our life experience and the more that love becomes part 
of us we can say with conviction, I love God revealed in Christ, more today than 
yesterday and but not as much as tomorrow! 

Finally, human love is often frail and unpredictable and often leaves us hurt at 
best, decimated at worst! Godôs Love is the one constant that will never let us down. 
When we commit ourselves to him and feel the warmth of his love embracing us, we are 
then able to say óLove you more today than yesterday, but not as much as I will 
experience your love tomorrow!ô 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 
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Bugbrooke in the Great War ï Events 100 Years Ago ï 
February and March 1916 
The war continued unabated along the Western Front in France and Flanders, and on a 
comparatively smaller scale in East Africa and in Mesopotamia. There were small 
German naval and air raids along the English east coast, while there was manoeuvring of 
flotillas and fleets on the high seas by both sides, with widespread U-boat activity. In the 
Middle East, the 6th (Poona) Division of the Indian Army, commanded by Major General 
Charles TOWNSHEND, was still trapped at Kut-al-Amara, where it had been besieged 
since 7 December 1915; a relief attempt in mid-January had failed. Back in France, the 
protracted battle of Verdun began on 21 February, destined to cost many French and 
German lives. 

Thankfully there were no fatal casualties affecting Bugbrooke during these two 
months and no enlistments are known (they would more likely have been early 
conscripts, for conscription was implemented from 10 February, for unmarried men 
initially), though there are few surviving relevant records to be certain. 

At home, it was a particularly bitter winter and in Bugbrooke a shortage of coal and 
coke was an on-going problem for the school, only resolved by the headmasterôs forceful 
escalation on 13 March. The situation was similar around much of Great Britain and 
would have made the lives of those men in their early military training particularly 
arduous. 

There had been something of a surge in enlistment in late 1915, possibly prompted 
by the looming introduction of conscription and the lack of regimental choice that implied. 
Those volunteers were dispersed at training units around the country in early 1916 and 
we know of just one who was posted to active service in this period. Born in Bugbrooke in 
December 1891, Sapper Ernest John ROBINS was posted to 118 Railway Company, 
Royal Engineers (RE) in France on 6 February after the briefest of training, but as he was 
formerly a platelayer for the London and North Western Railway, he already had 
expertise that was no doubt urgently required at the front. 

Meanwhile still in England, Alexander Cecil BAKER, born in Bugbrooke in 
December 1897 and a former shoeing smith, then a Private in the Army Service Corps 
(ASC), was promoted Acting Farrier Corporal on 25 February. 
Elsewhere, in training at Biggleswade Signal Depot, was Harry 
James AMBLER, the uncle of current Parish Councillor Terry 

Ward. Harry was a former Bugbrooke 
School pupil, approaching 21 years of 
age at this time, who was later 
commissioned as a Signals Officer in the 
RE, to serve in East Africa.  
By now, Philip CAMPION, born in 
Bugbrooke in June 1894, was back with 
the Warwickshire Yeomanry in Egypt 
after convalescent leave back home in 
Bugbrooke over Christmas. At the same 
time our only known lady volunteer, Eva 
MOORE, born in Bugbrooke in 
December 1874, was busy as a Sister at 
the military hospital in Alexandria. 
Back in Bugbrooke, the headmaster had reported on 21 
February that ñThere is a good deal of illness among the 
schoolchildrenò. On 9 March he noted that arrangements were 

Sapper Ernest Robins 
in a Bugbrooke Foot-
ball Club photo of 
1920. 

Harry Ambler was in 
training 100 years ago 
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