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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 198), June 2016 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 

I’m delighted that the LINK management committee was re-elected 

at our AGM on 4th May 2016; we look forward to continuing our 

efforts in drawing together all of the components of a successful 

village magazine. 

The backbone of the publication is the revenue that’s received from our numerous 

and varied advertisers, without whose generous support the printing costs could not be 

met. Please make sure you contact them if you want a service they can offer and make 

recommendations if you’ve been happy with the results. 

The body is made up of course from lots of different bits; a great variety of 

contributions that represent a cross-section of what the village offers and how people 

spend their time and support others. We greatly value our regular correspondents and 

are always looking out for articles; so please get in touch. 

The manner in which we can dress the LINK is dependent on the photos that you 

send in – these make a massive difference to the appearance of the cover and 

illustrating the news and reports within. Images of the village and surroundings, wildlife 

and fauna, along with people who live in the parish boundary of Bugbrooke will all be 

considered for inclusion and well received. 

We look forward to hearing from you and receiving your continued support and 

encouragement. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 4th July 

2016, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way of 

us receiving copy is by email to: editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
South Northants Council is currently undertaking consultation on a new Local Plan for 

the area. The Parish Council will be responding and is likely to reinforce its previous 

recommendation that no further expansion should take place to the east and south of 

the village (Johns Road/Pilgrims Lane). This will mean that other sites will have to be 

suggested if Bugbrooke is required to accommodate more houses. The Council feels it 

is important for these decisions to be made by councillors rather than leave things open 

to speculation by landowners and developers. 

The Council is considering upgrading fitness and leisure facilities at the Playing 

Fields by installing a Trim Trail for adults and older teenagers that will be accompanied 

by fitness equipment. Other schemes in the village can be considered providing they 

contribute to long standing improvements in the structure of the village and will benefit a 

range of users. 

Front Page:  Thank you to  Fiona Seager for this photo:‘ First time out,’ 
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We have been advised that Smitherway will be resurfaced ‘sometime in the next 

few months’. Residents will be required to clear all vehicles from the road when the work 

takes place. It has taken 5 years of constant letters to the Highways Department for this 

to be achieved. If the NCC had listened to our concerns at an early stage it may have 

been possible to do maintenance repairs and saved themselves a lot of money. 

A majority of councillors voted in favour of putting a seat on Elm Tree Bank (near 

The Stores). This will replace a traditional seat that older residents will remember from 

years ago. It was a characteristic feature of the centre of the village. A defibrillator will 

also be installed in the village by the council. We will be taking professional advice about 

location but it could be either in the old Telephone Box on Elm Tree Bank or at the 

Community Centre. It will be available at all times in the event of a serious cardiac event. 

Residents will be pleased to know that the Parish Council has kept within budget in 

its purchase of a new graveyard, extension to the Millennium Green, resurfacing the Car 

Park and provision of a new path in the Glebe Field. These works will be taking place in 

May and should be completed by the time this edition comes out. Any funds left over will 

be used to improve facilities within the village. 

John Curtis 
 

Possible Fitness Trail for the Village 
As part of the contributions paid by Persimmon in relation to their development off Johns 

Road, the Parish Council received approximately £25,000 to enhance specified facilities 

in the village. Over half of this sum has been spent on providing the bus shelters, the 

footpath upgrade between Johns Road and Pilgrims Lane and various litter and dog bins 

and a new noticeboard. 

It has been suggested that a portion of the remainder could be used to purchase 

outdoor fitness equipment which may be located on a “Trim Trail” around the playing 

fields at the community centre. The proposed equipment would include things like a push 

up and dip station; a triple pull up station; leg-lift and chin up station; double sit-up 

boards; pull down challenge; seated chest press; seated leg press; self weighted rower 

and a leg stretch work-out station. 

So what do residents think? Is it a good idea to provide such equipment? Would you 

use it? Would it be better for the Parish Council to try and identify some other facility that 

is missing in the village and if so what? All residents are invited to comment on the 

proposal – either in writing to the Parish Clerk at the Parish Office at the Community 

Centre, or by email: bugbrookepc@btconnect.com. 

The closing date for comments is 30th June 2016. All comments will be considered 

by the Parish Council at its annual meeting to be held on 11th July and a decision will 

then be taken as to whether to pursue the project or not. 

Street Lighting Update: A big “Thank you” to all those people who took the time to 

let the Parish Council have their views on the proposal to change the lighting.  There has 

been a very positive response to the idea, and all being well by the time the dark nights 

return, Bugbrooke will have nice new lighting. 

Sally Bramley-Brown, 01604 832838, bugbrookepc@btconnect.com 
 

 

mailto:bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
mailto:bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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Good Friday 2016 
The following is the requested transcript of the reflection I recorded for 

Radio Northampton for broadcast on Good Friday of this year.  

My reflection came after these verses from Matthew 27:27-31 

were read: 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 

‘Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, 
and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet 
robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They 
put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of 
the Jews!” They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After 
mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they 
led him away to crucify him.’ 

Jesus, at this point in the Passion story, has been subject to illegal trials during the 

night, shuffled back and forth before different authorities, falsely accused with jumped 

up charges, physically abused and now before he is led away to be crucified, to add 

insult to injury, his clothes are replaced with a purple robe, a mock crown made of 

thorns is pressed firmly into his head with a staff placed into his hand which is then used 

to beat him while also being spat at! 

This one act is perhaps the most indignant and repulsive act anyone can 

perpetrate on another human being. Spitting upon another person, especially onto the 

face, is a universal sign of anger, hatred, disrespect, contempt or even an act of 

intentional contamination.  

Sticks and stones may break my bones, but names will never hurt me is often 

heard in play grounds. At best a clever response shrugging off the insult but at worst 

when backed up with being spat at it goes to the core of our being.  

Jesus still had the gruesome reality of the cross to go through; but having fellow 

human beings showing this depth of rejection, contempt and insult, dehumanising him, 

denying him any sort of dignity spitting on his humanity and divinity, going to the very 

core of his being, leaving a deep invisible scar and hurt as profound and agonising as 

his physical scars. 

Thankfully many of us who are called names rise above it and it becomes part of 

that which makes up our life story. But for more people than we are willing to admit to 

from the rise of text bulling in our schools, misuse of social media to obnoxious letters 

anonymously pushed through letter boxes, it scars lives, induces fear and paranoia. For 

some the journey through this mental turmoil can be for a season and others a lifetime 

with permanent scars that are never healed! 

Jesus, totally God and totally human, experienced all that life could throw at him 

from extravagant expression of love, with expensive perfume being poured over his 

feet, to incalculable pain, also suffered this most indignant of insults. 

Sticks and bones may not break our bones but the scars can be life changing. 

Let the love of God shown in Christ come and meet with you in all that life throws 

at you and the journey towards eternity will be that little bit easier. Especially if you take 

to heart what Jesus was about to say from the cross and put it into action. . . 

‘Father forgive. . .’ 

Stephen French, Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 
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Bugbrooke Church Village Fete 
This year the fete is on Saturday 9th July starting at 2pm. It will take place in the usual 

field next to the brook, which is now part of the extended Millennium Green and will be 

started by the arrival of the Rose Queen, chosen from the Brownies, followed by her 

crowning in the arena. 

There will be the usual mix of games, entertainments, and stalls. There will be 

delicious food available from the W.I. cakes and teas and the barbeque. 

We are asking for donations of Bric-a-Brac, Books, Plants and Cakes. We are on 

the field setting up all morning so items may be brought straight to the field or left at 4 

The Paddocks during the week before the fete. It’s a great excuse for a de-cluttering 

session at home and somewhere to pass on unwanted gifts to a charitable cause. Our 

Bric-a-Brac stall is huge and very popular and always has lots of ‘as new’ quality items. 

While you are leaving your bric-a-brac at my house, a donation of a can, bottle or jar for 

our tombola will also be much appreciated. 

Once again we will be undertaking Soft Toy re-homing. The ideal solution for all 

those teddies you have outgrown and have no room for. Our teddy tombola will ensure 

all teddies and soft toys go to new loving homes. This has been a very popular stall 

during the last couple of years and a lovely sight to see children on the field on fete day 

carrying around their new teddies. We can foster teddies until fete day so please donate 

your teddies to 4 The Paddocks, or call 07920 422381, and they can be collected. 

Don’t forget to sponsor your duck for the duck race finale. Ducks are available to 

buy before the day. Thank you to all those people in the village who sell ducks for us and 

please help to make their task easy. 

Please do mark the date in your diary and come and support us and the willing stall 

holders who have helped us for so many years. The fete makes a real boost to our 

fundraising, which in turn helps Bugbrooke Church to support lots of different charities 

every year.  

You are sure to enjoy a traditional afternoon of fun and games in Bugbrooke on 

Saturday 9th July. 

Gillian Stone (0792042281 – please note new address for donations) 
 

Tea in the Churchyard 
This event is now confirmed for the afternoon of Sunday 12th June with the following 

format. 

2:30pm  Prayers on the new burial area (following consecration by the Bishop of 

Brixworth on the 5th June). 

3:00pm  Free of charge traditional afternoon tea on the path and gardens on the  

  south side of the church. 

4:00pm  Service to celebrate the Queen's 90th Birthday. 

Please do put this date in your diaries and come down to the churchyard for the 

afternoon. A booklet has been published to mark the occasion of the Queen's birthday. 

We have ordered copies to give to the first 200 families that attend. 

Donations of cakes will be extremely welcome - contact me for advice on where to 

deliver them to. 

Gillian Stone, 07920422381 
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Bugbrooke East Africa Trust – always more to do 

This is really a big Thank You to everyone who donated at Sue’s memorial service. I am 

very pleased to report that the development of a general science laboratory at Osiligi 

Secondary School has been completed. The bare shell of the building now has proper 

laboratory benches and basins as well as a ceiling, doors and windows. Over the coming 

years, many hundreds of children will 

be able to learn good science. It makes 

an excellent memorial to Sue. Thank 

you all again. 

But there is still more to be done. 

Currently there is no electricity supply in 

to the laboratory. However the school 

already has an electricity supply so 

hopefully it will not be too difficult to extend 

it to the lab. The laboratory also needs 

science equipment and chemicals. As 

always there is still a need for more 

classrooms, teachers houses, desks, and 

text books. 

And they still need more schools. In Tanzania, one of the world’s poorest countries, 

communities have to build their own schools first and then the government pays the 

running costs like teachers’ salaries and providing desks and books. Sadly, the 

government doesn’t always have enough money to meet all the costs and then it is the 

children who are the losers. It is getting better all the time but there is still a long way to 

go and they need all the help they can get. Fortunately, in Africa we can build a pair of 

new classrooms for little more than it costs to paint a classroom in this country. 

We are also grateful for the continuing support we receive. As I write this, Jaqueline 

Wienkamp is preparing to run a half-marathon in Leeds while raising money for BEAT. 

And in October half the proceeds from the 80’s disco will come to BEAT. We welcome all 

the support we can get and promise that every penny, including the Gift Aid, will be 

spent in Africa. BEAT has no overheads. 

Tony Pace, 01604 832516 

Fundraising for both BEAT (Bugbrooke East Africa Trust) and Archie (SMA). We are 

holding an 80's disco at Bugbrooke Community Centre (80's dress is optional) on 

Saturday 8th October 2016. 

Tickets £15 per person to include a hog roast and evenings entertainment. 

Wine can also be pre purchased at good prices so please ask when you book tickets. 

Tickets are available now so please contact us to ensure you don't miss out!! 

Jo, 07767 347912 or Kathy, 07900 948011 
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Village Profile 
Shelly Bramble - Head teacher of Bugbrooke Community School. 

Where were you born? 
London. My father travelled around a lot with his job and we never 

settled in one place. So when I had children my husband and I went to 

live in Yorkshire and stayed there for 20 years to give the children roots 

which I never had. My parents were Irish and even now my mother, 

aged 84, feels herself to be an immigrant. Ireland, where I have never lived, was 

considered to be home. Cultural background has a big influence on who you are. I 

understand how people feel as newcomers to the village and how children feel when 

joining the school and I watch out for them and do all I can to make them feel accepted. 

My first husband died in Yorkshire when he was 49 and I moved here in 2010 with John 

my new husband. We live in Horton. It was very difficult for me to break away from the 

strong ties I had in Yorkshire. I had a job at Potterspury, but moved to Bugbrooke 

School because I wanted to work in a bigger village.  

What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
This is a caring community, a kind school. I feel very cared for and safe here, which is 

wonderful. It means that I can do my job with confidence. The village is quite remarkable 

and a good place to bring up children. 

What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
I have found nothing at all to dislike. 

Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. As the eldest of 4 children I learned responsibility early. Our parents had high 

expectations and a huge work ethic. They valued a good education. I went to a selective 

co-educational grammar school in Harrogate which achieved excellent academic results 

– not so good at sports, and neither was I. My mother was a home-maker and later did 

an MSc in Psychology. With my own children we spent more time having fun. 

Do you enjoy sport? 
As a spectator. I avoided sport at school so now I have to force myself to go to the gym 

to keep fit.  

Who do you admire most? 
Nelson Mandela. His views on education as a way to freedom, his valuing of women, his 

ideas on acceptance and inclusion of all races and people, his charisma. Cape Town is 

a very special place where there is harmony between all the people, and it is due to him.  

Do you have an ambition? 
I have ambitions for Bugbrooke School, but for me personally, and for John, we intend 

to travel. We have never lived in a city, so we intend to have a year of living in different 

cities when we are retired. 

How would you like to be remembered? 
As being kind but determined to do my best for children. 

Why did you go into teaching? 
I think I was always destined to teach but I chose to do other things first. I thought it 

important to have had a life and experience outside the school. I studied French at 

Manchester University and then got a job in finance. When my three children were older 

I started teaching. 

Why primary and not secondary? 



18 



Because I love young children. I didn’t want to teach French where children sat at the 

back painting their nails because they didn’t want to be there. I had a wonderful primary 

education in Harrogate, very happy. I want every child to find life in school exciting 

and fun. 

What are you most proud of? 
The life that I have. My children. That I have made the most of my life.  

If you could start again would you choose another career? 
I would have liked to be a Doctor. I have spent so much time with people who were very 

ill and think I could have done that. 

Do you go back to Ireland? 
For funerals. And then I feel close to my cousins. Most of them live in England now. My 

grandmother had 39 grandchildren and I was the eldest. 

Have you any advice for younger people? 
Remember you are better than you think that you are. Decide what you want to do and 

believe you can do it. 

What in life is most important to you? 
Health and family.  

Interview by Pat Kent 
 

Bugbrooke Youth Club 
Bugbrooke Youth Club was started in 2002 as a place for 

young people to socialise, make new friends and have fun in a 

safe, welcoming environment. We open on Thursday evenings 

from 7:30 – 9pm (term time only) at Bugbrooke Community 

Centre and have experienced, DBS checked volunteers who come along each week to 

ensure the sessions run smoothly. Our weekly activities include – air hockey, table tennis, 

pool, badminton and table football but we also run craft evenings, football, bingo and lots 

19 

Some of our helpers receiving the President’s Cup 

from NAYC, their top youth club award. 

 



of other fun events on a regular basis. 

We welcome young people from year 5 up to year 8 but also have a group of young 

helpers from year 9 upwards who help with setting up and tidying away equipment, 

organise activities and run our well stocked tuck shop. Entry is £1.50 and you will be 

asked to fill in a Membership Form so that we have contact information for emergencies. 

If you would like further information regarding who we are and what we do, please 

contact either through our Facebook page – Bugbrooke Youth Club, or text/call Helen on 

07720 297830. 

Please feel free to come along on a Thursday evening to meet us and look around. 

Bugbrooke Youth Club is affiliated with Northamptonshire Association of Youth Clubs 

(NAYC). 

Helen Sharp 
 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Pre-school 
We have some new ‘friends’ at Pre-school, Giant African Snail and some tadpoles and 

these have all been kindly donated to us by parents. The snail is not yet living up to his 

name but we will keep you posted! The children will be learning about how these both 

change as they grow and about feeding and looking after them. 

The children have been learning about our Patron Saints as well as our Royal Family 

at Pre-school recently. It seems they have been taking all the information on board and 

sharing it as we received a lovely comment on our Facebook page from a parent who was 

being told about St George and the 

Queens birthday by her daughter.   

Many parents and grandparents 

thoroughly enjoyed the Easter 

Bonnet Parade the children put on 

before the Easter Holidays. It was 

clear that a lot of work had been put 

into making the bonnets. Well done 

to the winners and many thanks once 

again to Margaret Raymond for being our 

judge on the day. On the Easter theme 

the committee had a lovely sunny 

morning at Pre-School in the holidays 

when they invited families to the Easter 

Stay and Play. The children made Easter 

Baskets and searched for silver ‘coins’ in the garden to swap for chocolates. 

Everyone has been benefiting greatly from the fundraising efforts this year as we 

have been able to invest money in new play equipment and resources which help with the 
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children’s learning. We have a new book corner and den, equipment to help with 

mathematical learning, building equipment and dinosaur bones to name just some. We 

have been able to replace the tables with circular ones which help with communication 

and sharing and the garden now has a mud kitchen (thanks to Helen and her 

husband), pirate ship and sand pit along with water play equipment. 

The committee have been incredibly busy with fundraising events which are 

attracting not only pre-school families but many others from around the village.  This is 

tremendous support which is greatly appreciated. A table top sale took place on 

Sunday 13th March. We were overwhelmed with donations for our Pre-School table 

and support from the local community. Many people from the village baked cakes and 

biscuits for our refreshment table. Maureen Proud and Pat Hillary kindly gave up their 

afternoon to serve teas and cakes. We are very lucky to have this support from people 

who have no direct links with Pre-School. Thanks to all of the families for their 

donations and to those who came along to support on the day. We raised over £300. 

Friday 26th February was our annual Fish & Chip Quiz at Bugbrooke Football 

Club. Over 100 people came along to support the event and £794 was raised for Pre-

School. We were thrilled that Ian could join us and be our quiz master again. Ian was 

helped by his wife Lisa who many of you will have seen working hard at the Pantry 

Door. Amy Hemmings has applied for the funds we raised to be matched pound for 

pound by Barclaycard. This means a fantastic £1588 was raised for Pre-School. 

Congratulations to Rowena Eddison for winning our Easter Quiz. Thanks to the 

Pharmacy, Petstop, Harbens and The Community Cafe for selling quiz sheets for 

us. Please email the address below if you would like a copy of the answers. 

Pre-school will soon be looking to recruit new members for its management 

committee as some of our current members will be standing down in September. If you 

have children or grandchildren attending or have an interest in supporting an 

invaluable village resource please email or telephone as detailed below. If you would 

like to come along to a meeting and see what happens please let me know. 

If you would like any information on the above or about registering your child at  

Pre-school please contact Julie Tompkins on 07563 574155 or at: 

bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. 

Julie Tompkins & Nikki Evans, Bugbrooke Pre-school staff and committee 

 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 

The date for our Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz this year is Friday 1st July and we expect 

that it will be a most enjoyable event. It will take place at the Community Centre, with a 

starting time of 7:15 for 7:30pm. Tickets will be £10.00 a person, which includes both 

the supper and entry to the quiz. The quiz will be based on teams of four. Tickets are 

available from me and Brenda, 16a High Street (830933) or from Irene Neary, 17 The 

Paddocks (830678). Please note that tickets must be requested by Monday 27th June, 

since we need to order the fish and chips (with a choice of chicken or roe and chips for 

those who prefer).   

We look forward to a good evening. 

Jim Inch, Chairman 
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Bugbrooke and the Great War – April/May 1916 
Who was ABS H. Hope? 
One hundred years ago the British battle cruiser HMS Queen Mary was sunk on the 

first day of the battle of Jutland (31st May, 1916). She was fighting bravely, but her 

end was sudden when an enemy salvo caused a catastrophic explosion. 1,266 men 

perished (virtually her entire crew). Among the dead was Able Seaman Harry HOPE, 

whose name is on the war memorial in Bugbrooke Church. Why is he remembered 

there? The fact is we do not know.  
There are things we have discovered about him. We have his naval record. Harry 

was born in Nantwich in 1885 or 1886. He joined the Navy as a boy in 1902 when he 

was still 16. He wasn’t very tall: only 5ft 4 when he joined, 5ft 6 when he was 18. His 

first ship was HMS Northampton (an elderly vessel used as a boy’s training ship). He 

moved up to able seaman in 1905. Harry’s career was not unblemished. Early on he 

spent 14 days in the cells; and he went absent without leave at the end of 1906. At the 

time of the 1911 Census he was single and aboard HMS Blenheim. In 1912 he 

“passed educationally for petty officer” though he was never actually promoted. All 

these things we know about Harry Hope, but not what connects him to Bugbrooke.  

However we can say that Northampton meant more to him than just the name of 

his first ship. The 1891 census records Harry living at 14 Upper Harding Street, 

Northampton with his widowed father, a sister and three brothers. His father seems to 

have later moved away, since the 1901 census shows him to be in Sunderland; but a 

family connection to Northampton remained. Two of Harry’s brothers married 

Northampton girls. The entry for Harry Hope on the National Roll of the Great War 

contains an address of 33 Bath Street, Northampton, which is where his youngest 

brother, Frederick, lived, with his wife and parents-in-law, at the time of the 1911 

census. Presumably Frederick was still there after the war and took on the role of 

Harry’s next of kin. 

The wreck of HMS Queen Mary was discovered in 1991, in pieces on the bed of 

the North Sea. It is protected as a war grave. 

HMS Queen Mary 
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And who was Pte H Westle? 
Another name on our war memorial is that of Private Henry WESTLE. He was killed on 

the 14th April, 1916 on the Western Front, at the age of just 19. Henry was born in 

Marylebone, London; and seems to have come to Bugbrooke after being fostered  

through the Dr Barnardo’s foundation. His older brother, William, and sister, Ruth, came 

to Bugbrooke similarly. All three went to Bugbrooke School. Henry enlisted in April 1914, 

before the war started. The school letters record that he came back to visit the school 

shortly before Christmas 1914.  

As to the circumstances in which Henry was killed, we know he was in the 5th 

Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment. They were a pioneer battalion and their War 

Diary records that they were engaged in the unglamorous, but important and still 

dangerous, task of carrying out maintenance to the trenches, barbed wire etc. The diary 

entry for 14th April, 1916 notes: “one man killed, one man died of wounds.” We can only 

presume that one of these was Henry Westle.  He is buried in the Vermelles Cemetery 

near Lens in the Pas-de-Calais. Henry’s brother, William, was to be killed a few months 

later. 

What else was happening? 
Not everything was bad news. Another 19 year old was 

Alexander Cecil BAKER. Before he enlisted in January 1915 

he had been a shoeing smith, working for Francis Chapman, 

the blacksmith, in Bugbrooke; a useful trade since 13 

months later he was promoted to acting farrier corporal. On 

15th April 1916, on leave and with permission, he married 

Alice FEARY in Northampton (they had a daughter, 

Gwendoline Queenie, born on 21st November that year).  

16th May 1916 was Harry AMBLER’s 21st birthday. He 

applied that very day for admission to the Officer Cadet Unit. 

(He was stationed at the time at Biggleswade Signal Depot 

having enlisted in the Royal Engineers the previous year). 

His application was endorsed by Rev Ernest Harrison, by the Headmaster of 

Northampton Grammar School and by three senior officers. 

Harry did indeed go on to become an officer and served 

with distinction in East Africa. We will no doubt come back 

to him in future articles. Harry is an uncle of Terry Ward, for 

many years Bugbrooke’s postmaster.  

Four Bugbrooke men who had enlisted previously, but 

then been placed on reserve, were mobilised in this period, 

namely:- 

 Samuel WARWICK, a 25 year old married man with a 

young daughter, was mobilised on 8th April. He was later to 

be transferred to one of the railway companies of the Royal 

Engineers where he served as a platelayer in Salonika. (An 
article containing fond memories of Sam Warwick by Stan 
Clark can be found on the Link Website. Sam lived in 
Bugbrooke till his death in 1978 and must have been quite 
a character.)  

Second Lieutenant  

H J AMBLER, RE 

October 1916 

 

Alexander Cecil BAKER 
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Herbert MOORE, born in Bugbrooke but living then in Lincolnshire, was mobilised 

on 15th May. He went on to serve in France as a gunner with the Royal Garrison Artillery. 

William ASHBY, a 36 year old man with 4 young children, was mobilised on 29th 

May. He was sent almost immediately to France where he served with a service battalion 

for the remainder of the war. 

William PAXTON, a 30 year old man with 2 children, was mobilised on 24th May. 

He served in France as a gunner in the Royal Garrison Artillery and took part in the 

battles of the Somme, Arras, Vimy Ridge and Ypres. He too has his name on 

Bugbrooke’s War Memorial: killed not in action, but by tuberculosis contracted on the 

front. In November1917 he was invalided out and died the following February. 

A new recruit in the period was Frederick PERKINS. He joined up in May 1916, 

aged 33. He was sent to France later that year where he was to serve as a stretcher-

bearer in many important engagements. In 1918 he was wounded. Later in his life he 

lived with his wife and family at Ward’s Lodge, off the Gayton Road. (The buildings at 
Wards Lodge still survive but are no longer used for human habitation.) 
Jim Inch, for the 100 years Project 
 

Talking Rubbish 
This regular column is intended to be a way of keeping village residents informed about 

environment issues in Bugbrooke.   

I’d like to start this time by talking about smoking related litter. This includes 

discarded cigarettes, cigarette butts, cigar stubs, cigarette packets, cellophane wrapping 

from cigarette packets, cigarette papers and paper boxes (‘Rizla’), lighters particularly 

plastic ones, used matches, match-boxes, and e-cigarettes. Of all the litter that is still 

dropped around the village, this still constitutes the largest number of instances of litter I 

pick up and the type of litter that has decreased the least in the years I have collected 

litter around Bugbrooke.  

Obviously, along with most other villagers, I would like to find ways to improve this 

situation and help smokers to bin their litter. My question to smokers reading this is ‘What 

would enable you to bin all your smoking related litter?’ 

When I started work in 1983, it was routine for people to smoke regularly in all 

workplaces, offices, factories, warehouses, lorries, at home, in pubs, restaurants, football 

grounds, cars, everywhere. Many, perhaps most, people smoked. In my first job, the 

office was usually shaded by a haze of cigarette smoke flavoured with the scents of my 

boss’s pipe or Friday cigar. Every desk had an ash-tray on it. In 1990, when I first 

became a manager, I organised a ballot of staff to decide if smoking should continue in 

our office area. My team of about 30 voted to be the first smoke free office in the 

organisation, with smokers being expected to use their breaks to smoke outside 

(although many seemed to prefer the toilets). In a few years, the whole organisation 

became smoke free. Ash-trays had gone from commonplace to occasional to rare in 10 

years. 

In 2007, legislation was finally passed to ban smoking in all public places in England 

including pubs, restaurants and sports grounds. The sight of small groups of smoking 

workers huddled outside offices had already become a familiar sight. Now they were to 

be seen outside pubs and restaurants too. Many smokers were asked by their partners to 
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go outside to smoke at home. Where once it had been an indoor, sedentary habit now 

smoking had become an outdoor activity, to be done walking along the street. You could 

still smoke and drive in your car, until this was curtailed by a ban on smoking in cars with 

child passengers and the impact of the smell on second-hand car values.  

So what replaced all those ash trays in offices, pubs, restaurants, cars and living 

rooms? Nothing really. Some employers put grills on the wall for workers to put stubs into 

but most ended up on the ground, like offerings to the idol of some primitive god. Some 

local councils installed litter-bins with an ash tray-like facility to stub out cigarettes on the 

top, mostly when replacing old bins or installing bins for the first time. Many bins remain 

with open tops and cannot safely contain hot ash. Understandably smokers are not keen 

on stubbing out a cigarette on the ground with their foot, waiting around, picking up the 

stub when it has cooled and placing it in a bin.   

Finally, let’s return to my question to smokers, ‘What would enable you to bin your 

smoking litter?’ Would you use an ‘ash tray facility’ on a bin outside your workplace or on 

a bin in the street? Would you be able to break the habit of tossing smoked cigarettes 

from your car window or into the road as you walk along? Bugbrooke has no litter bins 

designed to deal with hot ash litter. Would you use them if they were provided? 

Further to my remarks about glass litter in previous columns, during March and 

April, six more instances of dangerous, deliberately smashed beer and vodka bottles 

have had to be cleared up, one in Pilgrims Lane Spinney, three at the bottom of Camp 

Hill near the junction with Pilgrims Lane, one on Meadway at its junction with Pilgrims 

Lane and one on the path between Lime Grove and Almond Close. I have also cleared 

up broken glass from the vandalised end panel of the bus shelter in West End. This 

compares to eight instances in January and February.  

I’m pleased to report good progress is being made with Campion School, 

Bugbrooke RFC and Bugbrooke St Michael FC, in helping them improve litter 

management at and around their sites. 

Many of the trees, shrubs and wild flowers planted last year along Shady Lane are 

now either in bud or flowering as summer arrives.  The idea is to retain many wild plants 

around the planting, including areas of cow parsley, grasses, nettles and brambles to 

provide a continuous green pathway from Pilgrims Lane through to the fields behind 

Homestead Drive.  Such a ‘greenway’ will be a safe route for hedgehogs to cross the 

village as well as providing habitats for small mammals, frogs and insects. During the late 

Spring/early Summer some of these wild plants, particularly cow parsley and its relatives 

will grow tall and flower before dying back later in the summer. This is a natural part of 

the greenway’s annual cycle and doesn’t mean that Shady Lane is getting overgrown!! 

The Parish Council’s Environment Committee has agreed that I should focus on 

these five green projects for 2016 (in conjunction with the organisations in brackets) 

1. Restore ‘memorial garden’ in corner of playing fields (Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre Association (BSaCCA)) 
2. Planting in Glebe Field extension to Millennium Green (Millennium Green Trust) 
3. Complete ‘clear up’ and replanting of wooded tree area/hedging across playing 
fields (BSaCCA) 
4. Clear litter from rear of Johns Road bus shelter and adjacent hedges (Heygates) 
5. Improve drainage on un-metalled path through Pilgrims Lane Spinney 
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Unfortunately, the sites identified with Bugbrooke Pre-School, to create a ‘Forest 

School’ facility for outdoor education, within walking distance of the village hall, were not 

deemed suitable on a visit by Everdon Field Centre.  

If you are interested in finding out more about any of these planned projects or 

would like to help in any way, please contact me. 
I am continuing to tackle shrubs and invasive weeds such as nettles and brambles 

in public shared areas of the village that are adjacent to pavements or footpaths. Sub-

contractors have been working to complete equipment installation and planting of the 

new children’s playground at the end of Johns Road. Tree planting on the green is 

complete although levelling and grass seeding will need to be done in May or it may have 

to be delayed until autumn. In addition to temporary safety arrangements, a substantial 

area of whips has now been planted between the post and rail fence and the balancing 

pond, which will further inhibit access to the pond, especially by young children. 

I am pleased to say that instances of dog fouling have fallen back below 20 

instances per week. Please let me know if you have picked up dog poo left by other 

owners’ dogs, or would like me to clear up dog poo left in public areas as this keeps the 

dog poo mapping accurate and helps to identify owners who are not picking up.   

The new poo bin, next to MUGA on public path across playing fields, has been 

installed.  I have had positive feedback on the suggestion in the last ‘Talking Rubbish’ 

column, that dog owners should at least pick up anywhere up to within 30m of the ‘village 
edge’. The law requires all dog poo to be collected and binned.  The Environment 

Committee has asked the Parish Clerk to prepare an information sheet for dog owners to 

go in new residents packs and on the new web-site and agreed to trial a dispenser of 
free poo bags at selected ‘trouble spots’ around the village.   

I will be continuing to check that owners’ have bags with them to pick up after their 

dogs and are placing bags in a bin, not leaving bags in hedges or on the side of 

footpaths. 

A new Parish Council noticeboard has been installed at West End, next to the bus 

shelter. Like the other new-style noticeboards, one of its three panels is for residents to 

display general information, flyers for clubs, groups and events etc. As far as possible, 

please can these be used for publicity, rather than 'fly-posting' signs on trees, walls, 

fences and telegraph poles. There are no plans at the moment to move or replace the 

noticeboard next to the Bakers Arms bus stop on High Street, which is immediately in 

front of the new house being built on the plot at the corner of High Street and Ace Lane 

or to put up more noticeboards to serve residents in the new developments. A 

replacement safety glass panel for the West End bus shelter is on order at time of 

writing.  

In addition to the broken glass/vandalism above, there have been a few more minor 

instances of fly tipping around the village, including a wire shopping-basket in Church 

Lane car park. Ahead of the village’s use of the Community Enhancement Gang, PEW 

has collected together larger items to be removed in Church Lane car park, outside 

Johns Road stores, next to Homestead Drive farm access and on playing fields. Grass 

areas that have I have re-seeded or re-turfed or have been reseeded by utility companies 

to repair long-term gaps/damage are growing well. 

Jonathan Dunn,Text  07920 (422848), jonathanD1962@gmail.com 
Parish Council Environment Committee, 01604  832838, bugbrookepc@btconnect.com 
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Bugbrooke and District Flower Society  
Bugbrooke and District Flower Society is a warm and welcoming club with 

demonstrations from accomplished designers, workshops on how to create wonderful 

floral arrangements, opportunities to attend shows and competitions and a lot more. 

Louisa Rigden entertained us in April with her "Fairytale Flowers". She told us about 

other versions of the traditional stories many of which were quite gruesome. Her floral 

interpretations of the tales were lovely and a few lucky members went home with 

beautiful arrangements won in the raffle. The competition with the same title was won by 

Margaret MacIntosh. 

On June 27th Alison Glover presents "Life and Times".  The competition is entitled 

"Summer Solstice". A very special evening on July 25th - National Demonstrator 

Jonathan Moseley will join us. His title is "The Gift". Jonathan will be familiar to many for 

is participation in the TV programme The Allotment Challenge. 

Normal admission for members, £7 for visitors. 

Visitors are always welcome at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of 

each month at 7:45pm. 

Jane Barker 

 

Nature Notes 

This is one time I really do wish I hadn't been right. In the April issue of The Link I 

showed concern that there would be a casualty on our lane if people didn't slow down. A 

couple of weeks ago a young deer was badly injured crossing our lane (between 

Bugbrooke and Dalscote). I asked a farmer to come and see if anything could be done 

and if not to put it out of its misery. He acted quickly, but sadly it had died by the time he 

arrived.    

This morning I watched two crows relentlessly pursuing a red kite flying over the 

garden. I can only assume the crows have a nest nearby. 

I was delighted to see that the long-tailed tits (flying teaspoons) have scraped in at 

the bottom of the RSPB Top 10 Big Garden Birdwatch for 2016.  This is another success 

story bought about by people feeding the birds. I have a bird book, published back in 

1973, that says they rarely visit gardens. 

Despite the fact there has hardly been any really low winter temperatures and it's 

been the warmest winter on record, the spring flowers are quite irregular . . . some earlier 

and some it seems will be later. The colder temperatures during March and April have 

delayed many of the plants and some will be later than last year. No two years are the 

same. 

I also planted more fratilleries last autumn and they're looking really good. I think 

they've enjoyed the recent wet weather. They apparently like moist soil and yet these are 

growing under a Monterey pine tree and our ground is very free draining and dry, so I've 

been pleasantly surprised with the success. They must be more tolerant than I'd dared 

hope. 

Quite a few years ago now, I enjoyed a visit to Highgrove in the spring and was 

inspired by the amazing display of tulips in the front of the house. Since then I've been 

planting tulips in the borders, each autumn I add to them and they're looking splendid this 
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year. Still room for a few more though! Another inspiration was the camassias that had 

naturalised in the meadow. I remember being told that sheep are allowed to graze for a 

couple of weeks on there each year to trample the seeds into the ground. They also 

enjoy moist soil but despite the lack of sheep, mine look as though they're going to be 

even better this year. 

The herbaceous borders are rapidly growing now and hopefully it won't be too 

long before we have some colour. We just need some warm, sunny weather. 

Pamela Cox, 01327 830139 
 

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
On Sunday July 31st the Football Club will be hosting an unusual event. It is called a 

Groundhoppers Day. The club will be playing Raunds Town as part of a weekend when 

people who like to visit different football grounds throughout the country will be coming. 

The match starts at 10.45 am and the Groundhoppers will be off to somewhere in 

Bedfordshire for another match in the afternoon. There are expected to be at least 250 

people coming to the ground. The club will be providing breakfasts and the bar will be 

open for after match drinks. 

The club is also looking for a Groundsman for next season to look after the 

pitches. If you are interested in a casual job please contact Chairman Kevin Gardner 

on 831420. The club has the latest equipment available in order to help anyone 

wishing to take on this satisfying task. There is also a vacancy at the clubhouse for 

anyone who would like to serve refreshments on Saturdays from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm at 

an appropriate fee. 

On the field the senior sides have had a difficult season in the United Counties 

League. The first team has just managed to maintain a position in the Division One 

whilst the reserves have done slightly better in the Reserve Premier League. 

Consideration is already taking place within the club about how to improve matters for 

next season and a number of proposals are being considered. The young players in 

the Reserves will benefit from this season’s experience and will no doubt benefit next 

time round. The ‘A’ team has done well to maintain a mid-table position after being 

promoted 4 divisions after last year. The ‘B’s are in contention for promotion depending 

on how they perform in the last few games. The secret for the future will be providing a 

ladder into the senior sides for successful youth teams. 

The Under 16’s have again had a successful season and 4 of their members have 

been picked up by professional clubs; one at Norwich, one at Leicester and two at 

Northampton. The Under 12’s, 13’s and 14’s all reached their respective Cup Finals 

whilst the Under 15’s and 16’s reached their Semi Finals. In the leagues the 16’s were 

Runner Up, the 15’s were in the top 3, the 14’s were top 3, the 13’s were Runners Up. 

The 12’s were champions, the 11’s top 3 and the 10’s top of the league. Well done to 

all the coaches and parents who have supported them throughout the season. 

The club needs a manager for an under 11 side next year and if anyone is 

interested in joining our successful youth system please contact Nigel Thomas on 

832465. 

John Curtis 
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At Bounce in Milton Keynes 

 

Thank you, Jim Inch, for this photo of the Strollers in  
Everdon Stubbs, with the bluebells out . . . 

. . . and Dave Marshall for one of the Art Exhibition  
(See page 50 for the article) 
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Christian Finley 

took this photo  

on a beautiful 

April morning 
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Bugbrooke History Group 
April 13th was the AGM and Kate Wills presented a Tour of Northamptonshire in which 

she told us about the many places and buildings of historical interest. There were many 

facts of which most of us were ignorant. Did you know that Northamptonshire and 

Lincoln have the shortest county border in the country? Also that Emily Davidson, the 

Suffragette who died at the feet of the King’s horse on Derby Day, was governess at 

Spratton Hall; that Rushton Hall was almost chosen to be a royal residence, but 

Sandringham was decided upon instead? Of course the Treshams are an important 

family, Sir Robert Fitzroy possibly less well known and Francis Crick a more recent 

addition to our claims to fame. Thank you, Kate, for an interesting evening. 

Due to increasing costs it was proposed and agreed to have a subscription of £10 

per year which will then enable the member to attend all five meetings free of charge. If 

you wish to pay for each individual meeting it will cost you £3 per meeting. The 

subscription will run from June 2016 to April 2017. 

We have been very fortunate to be able to have free admission up till now due to 

the money made from the books the History Group has published, and we do hope to 

be publishing more books in the near future. 

At our next meeting on June 8th Andrea Pettingale will talk about Workhouses and 

Hospital Records.  

In July we are planning a walk - and we hope it will be warmer and dryer than our 

Winter Walk! The date is Saturday July 16th. Meet outside the Community Café at 2pm. 

If it pours with rain or snows or is a totally unsummery day we shall postpone the walk 

till an evening of the following week. 

Pat Kent, secretary, 01604830518, tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 

 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello Everyone. When writing this it is just into May 2016. Where has the time gone? 

We still get a mixed jumble of all sorts of weather, even snow. But it’s good to see the 

mixed colour of flowers in gardens at last. 

April 6
th

: Easter lunch today. All tables decorated and set to Easter theme. 

Flowers were arranged in vases, donated by Jonathan Barker, thank you, which were 

later drawn to lucky members on free raffle tickets. What a lovely mix they were. I was 

one of the lucky ones to take one home. After a very enjoyable meal, cooked by our 

ladies, to whom we say thank you for the work done for us all, we were entertained by 

the ‘Thrillbillies’. Music and singing for all to join in. Also some line dancing which was 

good to see, done by any who were able. So ended our Easter Special. 

April 20th: We played ‘Money Bingo’ today, something new to some, to make a 

change. All enjoyed it so we will repeat it from time to time. This was last done in the 

Darby and Joan Club when Vera Thompson was leader. 

Interested in joining us? Please ring Linda 831219 or Ann 700870 who will inform 

you about how the club runs.  

Mrs D.M.French 
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and recreational 

activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-age onwards, 

country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and Community 

Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2:00pm and non-members are 

welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Classics for 

Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Jigsaw Exchange, Literature, Luncheon 

Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (two groups). 

Future events: 

Monday 20 June at 2.00pm – ‘The Agony and Ecstasy of a Hotel Boater’ by Barry 

Watson. Anecdotes and Music from our inland waterways. 

Monday 18 July at 2.00pm – ‘The Jurassic Way – Northants and Beyond’ by Malcolm 

Deacon. This well-known local continues our education. 

Enquiries to 01327-340954. 

Roger Colbourne 
 

Home from Home 
Home from Home nurseries would like to wish everyone a very happy Saint George’s 

Day. All the children and staff had a big party to celebrate Saint George. They had a visit 

from the Deputy Mayor Councillor Christopher Malpas, his wife Lynne and his guide dog 

Verity. The children all came dressed as princes, princesses and knights and took part in 

Saint George themed activities. Home from Home have four nurseries across 

Northampton, follow us on Facebook for more information. 

Beth Merriman, The Nannery Ltd, Home from Home.  
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CRIME STATISTICS, Heyfords and Bugbrooke, (Source – UKCrimeStats) 

Flooding Help-Lines 

Let us hope that the season of heavy rain is now past, and the water levels receding, 

however, I have been advised of the following list of phone numbers if you wish to 

report flooding information: 

Northants Highway flooding  0300 1261000 (between 8am to 6pm) 

      07000 782112 (out of hours) 

Motorways                                  0300 1235000 

Rivers Overflowing               0345 9881188 

Sewers   Anglian Water           03457 145145 (option 1) 

               Severn Trent Water   0800 7834444 

               Thames Water           0800 3169800 (option 2, then option 2 again) 

Let’s hope we don’t need them. 

Home Security 

We’re urging people to take extra care with their home security and reminding them 

never to open their door to any callers they are not expecting. The advice comes 

following a number of burglaries and robberies at the homes of elderly people across 

the county, where force or distraction techniques have been used to break in and steal 

property. 

More than 50 robberies and distraction burglaries involving victims aged 65 and 

over have been reported since 1 January this year. While the majority of these have 

happened in the Northampton area, incidents have also been reported in other parts of 

the county, including Kettering and Wellingborough. 

Public support is really important and we’re asking people to help elderly relatives, 

friends and neighbours. Please help those you care about to check their home is as 

secure as possible and remind them never open the door to anyone they’re not 

expecting – whoever they say they are. Anyone calling in an official capacity will 

understand. 

Please report anything suspicious to the police or call if you have any information 

about who may be involved in these offences. Call 101 or the Doorstop Crime Action 

Network hotline 0345 23 07 702. 

Here is some important advice to share with elderly or vulnerable friends, relatives 

and neighbours: 

Make sure you can see who is at the door before you answer it. 

Month Anti Social 
Behaviour 

Burglary/ 
Robbery 

Vehicle Violent Drugs Criminal 
Damage 
& Arson 

Theft Public Order/
Other 

Total 

Jan 3 5 2 1 0 2 6 1 20 

Feb 5 1 1 3 0 1 2 1 14 



 45 



46 



47 46 

Don’t feel pressured into opening the door. 
Set up passwords with your utility companies. 
Don’t use telephone numbers on ID cards to verify authenticity – if the person isn’t 
genuine the ID and telephone number won’t be either. 
If the caller claims to be police, call 101 to verify, or if an emergency 999. 

If you have any suspicions or concerns that doorstep rogue traders or distraction 

burglars are operating in your area or targeting someone you know, don’t hesitate to 

contact the dedicated doorstep crime hotline: 0345 23 07 702. 

Yellow Pages Directories 

The distribution of Yellow Pages directories in all areas of the county with NN 

postcodes. 

Deya, who distribute the directories look to your support in ensuring safe receipt 
by householders and ensuring that directories do not stay outside houses where 
the residents are on holiday. 

Please try to assist as necessary. 

PCSO Communications 

All PCSO’s are using ‘Twitter’ for communication channels, Charlotte Whitehead and 

Jen Harrison, who cover our area, have their own Twitter sites for those who have 

accounts and wish to be kept up to date. 

Fraud Emails 

This alert is a reminder to be aware of emails that appear to have been sent from a 

legitimate organisation. Fraudsters often use fake email addresses designed to 

encourage recipients to open attachments or links. 

Protect yourself: 

Do not click or open unfamiliar links in emails or on websites 
Make sure you install and use up-to-date anti-virus software 
Have a pop-up blocker running in the background of your web browser 
If you have opened an attachment and ‘enabled macros’ it is very likely that all 
your personal data will have been breached. You MUST change all your 
passwords for personal accounts, including your bank accounts 
Ensure Adobe, Flash and any similar software is up to date on your computer. 

If you think you have been a victim of this type of email you should report the email to 

Action Fraud, the UK’s national fraud and cyber-crime reporting centre: 

www.actionfraud.police.uk, with as much detail as possible. 

Property Repair Payments 

Fraudsters are targeting members of the public who are expecting to make a payment 

for property repairs. The criminals, via email, will purport to be a tradesman who has 

recently completed work at the property and use a similar email address to that of the 

genuine tradesman. They will ask for funds to be transferred via bank transfer and 

once payment is made the victims of the fraud soon realise they have been deceived 

when the genuine tradesman requests payment for their services. 

Protect yourself: 

Always check the email address is exactly the same as previous correspondence 
with the genuine contact 
For any request of payment via email, verify the validity of the request with a 
phone call to the person who carried out the work 
Check the email for spelling and grammar as these signs indicate that the email is 
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not genuine 
Payments via bank transfer offer no financial protection; consider using 
alternative methods such as a credit card or PayPal which offer some protection 
and avenue for recompense. 

Football Tickets 

Fraudsters are posting pictures or statuses online telling members of the public to 

contact them via Direct Message for football tickets. This then leads to a mobile 

messaging conversation. During the conversation, bank details are provided by the 

victim so that the tickets can be purchased. 

After the victim has paid for the ticket, the fraudster blocks them to stop further 

conversation, leaving victims without the tickets and out of pocket. 

Protect yourself: 

Check the security of the website and validity of the post 
Avoid taking the conversation offline to private messages 
When purchasing any products over the internet, always try to make the payment 
via PayPal or a credit card where you have some sort of payment cover. 

Tax Rebate 

Criminals are texting members of the public offering a tax rebate. The text message 

contains a link to a website and requests to provide personal information such as 

bank account details to claim the nonexistent rebate. 

Protect yourself: 

Don’t click on web links contained in unsolicited texts or emails 
Never provide your personal information to a third party from an unsolicited 
communication 
Obtain the genuine number of the organisation being represented and verify the 
legitimacy of the communication 
HMRC will never use texts or emails or tell you about a potential rebate or ask for 
personal information 
If you have provided personal information and you are concerned that your 
identity may be compromised, consider Cifas Protection Registration. 

Facebook Recruitment 

Victims are being recruited via Facebook to sell items for suspects on eBay – often 

stating that it is a quick way of making money. 

The items are said to be bankrupt stock, purchased via auctions, and need to be 

sold on quickly. The majority of the items reported have been Apple Mac Book Pro/

Electrical Items. 

The victim places the items on eBay and once the items are sold, the victim will 

get paid and transfer the funds to the suspect/recruiter. 

Once the suspect/recruiter gets the funds, the purchasers are claiming that they 

have received empty cereal boxes or often no goods at all, leaving the victim being 

reported as the actual suspect, and leaving them out of pocket as their account will be 

debited. 

Protect yourself: 

Consider conducting research on other information provided by the seller, for 
example: a mobile phone number or email address could alert you to negative 
information associated with the number/email address online 
Be very cautious of unsolicited emails or approaches over social media promising 
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opportunities to make easy money 
When accepting offers, verify the company/entity details provided to you and 
check whether they have been registered in the UK 
If you think the deal or offer is too good to be true then it probably is. 
 

Bugbrooke Art Group 
We held our annual exhibition at the Community Centre on the weekend 7th- 8th 

May. We had a little over one hundred pictures on display, plus two “bargain bins” of 

loose pictures and a large number of handmade cards. The number of visitors over 

the two days was 140. We were pleased again with the number of pictures we sold: 

20 in all including several from the bargain bins. In addition we sold 175 cards. The 

homemade cakes were also popular and refreshment sales brought in over £100. 

As in other recent years we had a little competition. This time we each did a 

picture containing cryptic clues to a Northamptonshire village and visitors were 

invited to guess which the villages were. It was very hard, but created a lot of 

interest. The best entry got 9½ out of 10. So congratulations to them; they win a 

bottle of wine. The correct answers were:  

Alan         –    Maidford  (girl crossing stream) 

Barbara    –    Brixworth  (Bricks worth?) 

Dave        –    Hartwell (White Hart pub with well in garden)_ 

Jean         -     Moreton Pinkney ( More ton pink knee) 

Jim           –    Weedon (wee Don) 

John         –    Little Billing (Wm =”Little Bill” In) 

Judith       –    Brockhall (badger in front of stately home) 

Margaret   –   Byfield (Umpire indicating “bye” and field) 

Sue          –   Creaton (Scenes and map of Crete and “ON” ) 

Terry        –   Towcester (distorted view of a toaster) 

Many thanks to all who came and supported us. We will be holding a smaller 

exhibition in the Church on the day of the Fete. (Photo on page 37.) 

Jim Inch 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Event: September 16th Millennium Green Quiz 7:30pm  

at the Community Centre. Watch out for full details in the August Link.  
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

 A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 
and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  
News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican  

parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 
 

 
 

 
Sunday Services.  
8:00am  BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
9:45am  1st Sunday in the month—Service of the Word with Communion 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays in the Month—Service of the Word 
5th Sunday in the month watch for details 
6:00pm  Last Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’  

 a service of Praise and Worship. 
  

 
Other Services 
Mondays during term time 2pm to 3:15pm ‘Monday Tots Church’ in Church 
Third Wednesday in the Month 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Chancel 
 

 
Regular Events 
Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 
Thursdays 9 - 11am Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School Rooms 
Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  
Thursdays 7:30pm Fellowship and Bible Study at 4 Smitherway. 
 

 
Dates for the Diary 
Sunday 12th June 4pm 

Service of Thanks and Celebration to mark the Queen’s 90th Birthday 
Saturday 9th July 2pm (onwards) Church and Village Fete 
Wednesday 20th July 7pm to 9pm ‘Listening to God’ in Church 
 

 
Home Communions by prior arrangement. 

Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 Enquiries about marriage ring 831621 
For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers 

If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 
 

Visit our Website :- 
bugbrookechurch.co.uk 

 

 



54 

Thank You 
I would like to wholeheartedly thank the person/s who so kindly found our dearly 
beloved wandering cat and took her to Vets4Pets to be looked after. She had been 
missing from 10:30 on the same day (Thursday 14th April) usually not wandering from 
the parameters of her home, but she was very poorly and so delusional. Thankfully she 
was chipped and reunited with us but only because of your kindness. I asked the Vets 
for the 'finder's' details but none were left so I can only assume you are from 
Bugbrooke, so I thought I would try the Link. 

I would like to thank you personally as without you my beautiful, adored cat would 
have had a very different ending so thank you so much. 
Yvonne Barnes 
 

Diary    

June      

8 7:30pm 
Bugbrooke History Group : 
Andrea Pettingale - ‘Workhouses and Hospital Records’ 

CC 

12 2:30pm 
Consecration of new burial area, followed by afternoon 
tea and service to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday 

Ch 

20 2:00pm 
U3A Group: Barry Watson - ‘The Agony and Ecstasy of 
a Hotel Boater’ 

CC 

27 7:45pm 
Bugbrooke and District Flower Society:  
Alison Glover - presents ‘Life and Times’ 

NHVH 

July     

1 7:15pm Friends of St Michaels: Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz CC 

9 2:00pm Bugbrooke Church Village Fete Ch field 

11 7:30pm Parish Council Annual Meeting CC 

13 2:00pm Wednesday Club Garden Party SS 

16 2:00pm Bugbrooke History Group: Summer Walk SS 

18 2:00pm 
U3A Group: Malcolm Deacon - ‘The Jurassic Way - 
Northants and Beyond’ 

CC 

25 7:45pm 
Bugbrooke and District Flower Society: 
Jonathan Moseley - ‘The Gift’ 

NHVH 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels  CC - Community Centre  SS - Sunday School 
BC - Bugbrooke Chapel     VH - Village Hall     NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall 
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