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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 205), August 2017 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

From what I’ve seen, this is going to be a packed issue so we hope 
you all enjoy it. 

I know the magazines can be viewed on the Bugbrooke LINK 
website and that it is posted out around the country and abroad. 

People don’t have to live in the village to be interested in what happens here. I 
think it’s great for friends and family to keep in touch by looking at the magazine. My 
parents in Derbyshire are among that number and probably sometimes spot things I’ve 
not seen. However, to make sure they see this, I’m going to take the opportunity to wish 
Mum and Dad a very happy 55th wedding anniversary for 28 July 2017. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 4th 
September 2017, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 
preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
Chairman’s Report 
The Parish Council continues to try and improve the environment in the village. To this 
end the bus shelter on Butts Hill should have been renovated by the time this edition 
arrives through your letterbox. Also, through the efforts of the Clerk and Deputy Clerk, 
there should be hanging baskets on lighting columns in the old part of the village. A 
further idea being pursued is to plant some ornamental trees around the village in the 
Autumn. Some older residents will recall that there were ornamental varieties along 
Johns Road until it was widened in the 1960’s. If you have any ideas where some trees 
would enhance the village please let the Clerk know on 01604 832838. 

Money awarded to the Parish Council should be used to the benefit of Bugbrooke 
residents. The council has, consequently, deferred a request from Campion School for a 
grant towards the production of a history book to commemorate their 50th Anniversary 
in September. Campion School is a community school catering for children from many 
surrounding villages and suburbs of Northampton and does not cater specifically for 
Bugbrooke children. It is likely that the Parish Council will grant them a loan to enable 
production of the book, with the loan repaid following the sale of the first tranche of 
books. 

The play area on the playing fields has been resurfaced by Wicksteed Ltd and 
should provide a safe surface for play for a number of years. There is still some money 
left for Village Enhancement Schemes provided by Permission Homes so ideas for its 
use can be forwarded to the Parish Clerk for consideration by the council. Any ideas 
should be for permanent long term improvements rather than costs towards running of 
organisations. 

The council is reviewing all barriers in the village which were installed to deter 
speeding cyclists. They will be adjusted where necessary to ensure that disability 
vehicles can get through them. The issue of parking at certain locations is also being 
brought to the attention of the NCC Highways Dept so that we can create yellow lines 
where parked vehicles create a danger to other road users. We are currently 
highlighting the area near the Johns Road/Smitherway junction and parking next to the 
gateway to The Byre on Church Lane. The council has also contacted Campion School 
to ask them to enhance their access points so that vehicles are not left queuing on the 
road to get in and pick up students. 

Front Page: The Rose Queen and her attendants, (from left) Grace Humphreys, Alice 
Freed and Amelia Crampton, taken by Stephen French at the Church Fête. 
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We are under the impression that the Bakers Arms has been sold and local opinion 
seems to be that it will be converted into a restaurant with a small bar attached. We will 
update you when further information comes forward. The council has again agreed to 
fund a Remembrance Day wreath to be laid in the church on Remembrance Day. A 
nominated member of the council will represent us on this annual occasion and we hope 
residents will support the service to remember those who have given up their lives to 
maintain our way of life and culture. 

Please note that the Parish Council has contracts with firms for such things as grass 
cutting and street lighting. It is imperative that residents should contact the Parish 
Council if they see a problem and not try to solve any problem themselves.  
Vandalism of the play area adjacent to the Community Centre 
In May the Parish Council paid over £12,000 to have the play area adjacent to the 
Community Centre resurfaced to improve the area for children using it and it looked 
really great. 

Unfortunately a person or persons unknown decided that they apparently didn't like 
what had been done and chose to enhance the surfacing with large obscene drawings in 
yellow paint. This cannot be removed and consequently the areas affected will have to 
be cut out, removed and resurfaced – the cost will have to be met by the Parish Council 
and will probably be in excess of £2,500. 

So next time your children ask why there are not more facilities in the village for 
youngsters – perhaps you could explain that’s because of the mindless actions of a very 
small minority. Funding that could be used to provide new facilities has to be diverted to 
rectify the random acts of vandalism that seem to occur each summer. 

If anyone has any information about the identity of the culprit/culprits – please 
contact the Parish Clerk at bugbrookepc@btconnect.com or by telephone 01604 
832838. 
Street light fault reporting 
The Parish Council would like to remind all residents that the Parish Council is 
responsible for street lighting in the village. If anyone wishes to report a fault of any kind 
PLEASE contact the Parish Clerk, preferably by email, or leave a message at the office.  
We employ our own contractors to repair all faults – they are considerably cheaper and 
more efficient than those employed by the County Council. Emails are monitored daily by 
both the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk and in an emergency situation we can arrange for 
someone to attend the same day. On two occasions recently residents have contacted 
Balfour Beatty (NCC contractor) and they are now attempting to charge the Parish 
Council £800 for two call outs, for which our own contractor would have charged £200.  

Order or Disorder!   
A few years ago I watched a series on the Discovery Channel, where the 
premise of the programme assumed all humanity disappeared and using 
CGI (Computer Generated Images) illustrated realistically how long it 
would take for all we had made to disintegrate!  For example, St. Pauls 
Cathedral in London has stood for over 300 years without major human 
intervention. The dome would collapse within twenty to twenty five years!  

The second law of thermodynamics deals with ‘entropy’ and 
effectively states, ‘throughout the universe, all things, all systems tend 
toward disorder’. When left alone, a system becomes naturally chaotic 
over time. Without human intervention, as the series of programmes 
dramatically showed, wood and fabric will turn to dust, machines and mechanised 
objects of all kinds will wear out and ultimately, towns, cities and all evidence of our 
proud civilisation will cease to exist. Hence the need for continual monitoring and 
renewal where necessary. Look no further than the enormous cost for the renovation of 
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the Houses of Parliament after years of neglect and turning a blind eye to the 
deteriorating fabric of the building!  

In a more personal domestic sense, our homes can become cluttered, messy and 
require periodic and systematic ‘spring-cleaning’. This said, when we clean our homes, 
we increase order. When we build something, we increase order. When we perform 
maintenance, we are maintaining a required level of order. If we don’t maintain things, 
they fail when the level of disorder becomes too great.  

We can apply this to our lives, without much of a stretch. When we don’t put order 
into our lives, the aspects of our lives we are neglecting become disorderly. Work, 
relationships, family and money all suffer from lack of attention.  

Therein lies the balance we each face every moment of our lives! The more 
attention, time and energy we put into ordering our lives, the more we receive 
back. This then leads to the question, what aspects of our lives do we need to maintain, 
spring-clean or renew to achieve a healthy balance?    

Dealing with this balance can sometimes be chaotic in itself, but it is worth the 
journey as both disorder and order are necessary. How we balance the two opposites is 
one thing that makes our lives what they are.  

Disorder in our lives, however it comes, often pushes us towards inactivity 
especially when the disorder involves other people, finances or both, so increasing the 
disorder!  

Finding it difficult to find some order in your disorder? Jesus gives us an open 
invitation; ‘Come to me, all of you who are tired from carrying heavy loads, and I will 
give you rest’ (Matthew Chapter 11 v 28).  A wonderful promise of respite and relief, no 
matter how ordered or disordered we might be!  
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe    

Village Profile 
Claire Whitmore – Head Teacher at Campion School since January 2014  
Why did you choose to come to Campion?  
It was a wonderful opportunity and a fresh challenge. I have taught 
in a large range of secondary schools, a girls’ grammar school, 
mixed grammar school and comprehensives. The last school I was 
at was an inner-city school where more than 56 languages were 
spoken in challenging circumstances, so I was used to dealing with 
different situations and different children. Every child should have 
a good education whatever school they go to. I have previously 
worked in Coventry and Warwickshire, so working within 
Northamptonshire is different again. I think it is an advantage to 
come fresh to this authority.  
You don’t live in Bugbrooke. Where do you live? 
Ryton on Dunsmore, just inside Warwickshire, since 2000. It is 25 miles away but an 
easy car journey. My husband, Paul, is a Coventry lad and from 1995 we have lived 
close to Coventry. 
Where were you born? 
Wallsend (North Tyneside), a shipbuilding town. I’m a Geordie and first moved to the 
Midlands when I went to Warwick University in 1991. My church is the Salvation Army. I 
went there on the first Sunday I was at Warwick and met my future husband. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. I grew up in Wallsend and it was great. There was a park at the top of the street we 
called ‘The Tall Trees’. Most days I climbed trees and had races in the back lane. I 
loved it! I went to a school that was in special measures and went through the whole of 
my school experience with the same group of friends. It was my History teacher who 
suggested I should think about university. 
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So what about your further education? 
I went to Warwick University and gained a First in History (Modern European). I then 
completed a PGCE (Post Graduate Certificate in Education) at Birmingham University.  
When was your happiest moment? 
That’s really tough – I can’t choose just one! My wedding in 1995, the birth of my two 
boys, Nathan in 2002 and Elijah in 2007. These were life-changing moments and very 
special. Off the record, another very recent and very happy moment was the promotion of 
Newcastle United to the Premier League! 
Are your parents still up north? 
No. They decided to move down to be close to their grandsons. It was a big decision. 
They live in Ryton, close to us, so they are there for the boys when my husband or I have 
to be somewhere else. They are, and have always been, a huge part of my life. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
Football is my favourite. From the age of 12 I went with my dad to watch Newcastle 
United. I have had to brush up on rugby knowledge now that I am at Campion! Music is 
absolutely part of my life. I play cornet in the Salvation Army Band and have done that 
since I was seven. My husband and the boys all play too. My favourite group is Duran 
Duran. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
Krakow (Poland) is beautiful. 
What book would you take to read on a desert island? 
Harry Potter.  
Who do you admire most? 
My mam. She is incredible and has supported me with the most amazing love and care – 
she is an excellent role model. Mam was a cleaner in sheltered accommodation when I 
was young and then worked in an office and primary school. She has a tremendous work 
ethic and very much a ‘get the job done’ approach. This has been very important to me. I 
learned confidence from Mam, a huge amount about care and consideration for others 
and also what commitment means. Both Mam and Dad have done everything they can 
for me. Dad has even given up his season ticket for Newcastle, to come and live in 
Ryton!  
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
Teaching definitely. It has always been a privilege and pleasure. I am the only one of our 
family who has been to university and it was teachers who provided this opportunity for 
me. Education opened amazing doors for me and I want to make sure that each of the 
young people at Campion experience these same opportunities too. 
Is there anything in particular which you were impressed with at Campion? 
Our students and staff. There is trust at Campion, which is very impressive. For example, 
unlike other schools I have worked in, students don’t need to be supervised all the time. 
Doors don’t have to be always locked. There is great mutual support and trust between 
colleagues and students and this is something quite special.  
What in life is most important to you? 
My family, my faith and doing the best I can for all members of the Campion community. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Bugbrooke Art Group   
The Art Group Exhibition was a little later this year being held on the weekend of  3rd and 
4th June. More than a hundred and twenty people visited over the two days to view the 
many pictures, buy the hand painted cards, relax with a coffee and cake and ponder the 
free-to-enter quiz (photo - page 20). This year the puzzle was to work out the make or 
model of car from the cryptic clues in the pictures. The bottle of wine went to Gill Ward 
who was the outright winner being the only person to correctly identify all eight answers. 
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There were a number of others with 6 or 7 correct and also some inspired (but incorrect) 
answers. The right ones are below. 

Alan Renault Clio (Cleo Lane)  Dave  Mazda MX5 ('am, eggs, V) 
Jim Ford Fiesta    John  Renault Scenic 
Judith   Honda Jazz    Margaret Ford Focus  
Sue Ford Mustang (horse)  Terry  Range Rover (cooker+dog) 
The group meet every Tuesday evening at the Community Centre at around 7:30 

and are always pleased to welcome new members, whether beginners or seasoned 
artists. We don’t have any formal tuition but the current members are always happy to 
give advice, suggestions or just friendly encouragement. There’s no joining fee or long 
term commitment, so why not come along and try out a relaxing and rewarding pastime. 
Hope to see you there. 

For further information: call Dave Marshall on 01604 831016 or just turn up on a 
Tuesday night. 

1st Bugbrooke Brownies 
Our girls have been very busy this term doing their Friend to Animals badge. We had a 
visit from a medical detection dog which was very informative for all and we also visited 
Pets at Home in Daventry to learn about pet care. This ended with an ice cream at 
McDonalds so a thoroughly great evening was had by all. 

By the time this goes to print, we will have had our joint sleepover with 2nd 
Bugbrooke Brownies at the football club. The girls are getting very excited about their 
night away and the leaders are tired at the thought of it! 

This term we are also making the most of the lighter evenings and are holding a 
family cookout where one of the dads cooks for us all on a big BBQ and we will hopefully 
enjoy a lovely summer evening with maybe a glass of Pimms. We are also having a 
sports day and doing a village quiz. 

Sadly at the end of the summer term we lose one of our leaders, Panda 
(Lorna). We are very sad to see her go and would like to thank her for all her help over 
the years. In order to continue with Brownies, we do need extra adult help. If you would 
be interested in joining our fun group, either as a regular thing or as a unit helper for 
busier events, then please call me on the number below. We would love to hear from 
you. 

If your daughter is aged between 7-10yrs and would like to join us, or approaching 
7 and would like to be added to our waiting list then please email me at toni@copp.me or 
contact me on 07817 415683. We meet on Monday evening in the Sunday School rooms 
between 5:30-7pm. 
Brown Owl (Toni Copp) and Butterfly (Yvonne Whitlock)  

2nd Bugbrooke Brownies   
Since writing our last report in the LINK, the highlights of this term have been our ‘Mr 
Men and Little Miss Marathon Challenge’ night; the girls had great fun and raised an 
amazing £581 for children with cancer. And of course we celebrated our 40th birthday, a 
lovely evening attended by past and present Brownies, leaders and parents (photo - 
page 19). A great big thank you to everyone who supported us with these events.  

With 1st Bugbrooke Brownies, we held a joint sleepover for our older girls. We were 
blessed with wonderful weather and had a busy weekend including sports, crafts and 
bingo. Thanks to Bugbrooke St Michaels Football Club for providing the perfect venue 
and Howe & Co. Chip Van for our tasty evening meal. 

Our Brownies have also been working towards their cooks badge. For this they 
have learnt about kitchen safety and food hygiene, made and eaten fruit kebabs, been 
asked to prepare breakfast at home for the family and made lots of the food for our party. 
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And to round things off, on our last session before the summer holiday, they are being 
treated to a trip to Gallone’s Ice-cream factory in Kingsthorpe. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her on our waiting 
list please email us at 2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com. We meet on a Tuesday night  
6-7:30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Panda (Charlotte Moriarty), Polar Bear (Anna Bell) & Dolphin (Karen Cummins)   

Bugbrooke Guides  
Our annual jumble sale will be on Saturday 23rd September. We will be doing the usual 
promotion slip drop, followed by collection of jumble, on Friday 22nd. We are short of 
helpers this year so if you would like to join the team on the Saturday please call Jane on 
01604 832710. Thank you in advance for saving items for us. 

Our summer weekend camp in Everdon was a great success. We had a Harry Potter 
theme so on Friday evening the sorting hat put us into the correct house for the weekend. 
We made our neckers and house colour accessories collecting a wand we fancied from the 
hedgerow. For some it was their first experience of camping and others their 4th year of 
guiding delights. Teamwork was amazing and they all slept so well maybe because we 
kept them very busy. On Saturday an Everdon ranger taught us how to make string from 
nettles and many ways to light a fire. The girls made amazing shelters in the woods too. 
Chris Pardon, from Nether Heyford, was once again our cook, teaching the girls how to 
prep and cook the meals on a rotor during the weekend so thank you Chris. I am sure all 
the girls have their favourite moments and activities and many happy memories (photos - 
page 19). 

Other things achieved this year: Independent Living badge and Music badge also 
Christian Aid and church cleaning. We had a treasure hunt, a walk in the rain at Daventry 
Country Park and St George’s Day evening. We welcomed 7 brownies who will join us in 
September for games in the church carpark.  

Looking forward as I write this; I would like to thank the ex-guides who have moved on 
to university or careers that came to join us on July 6th for a careers evening, as part of the 
Independent Living badge. It is so useful to hear first-hand experience of different avenues 
the girls could take and how guiding gave them a good start. 

So our 90th year is going very well. 
Jane, Helen and Chloe 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice - August Newsletter 

Smarter Working 
A recent review of nursing appointments identified a number of areas where we could be 
working smarter. Time preparing and clearing away after single appointments has been 
using up valuable nursing time. In future we will be offering specific sessions, for example 
for travel vaccinations and dressings, amongst others. During these sessions, the nurses 
will see three or four patients. These sessions will be held on a regular basis and at times 
which we believe are suitable to the majority of our patients.   
Prescription Charges 
Please note that, with effect from 1st April 2017, the prescription charge has increased to 
£8.60 per item. 

SURGERY CLOSURES 
Wednesday 12th July Closed for staff training from 1pm 
Monday 28th August Summer Bank Holiday 
Wednesday 13th September Closed for staff training from 1pm 

For urgent medical problems, please call NHS Out of Hours on 111 or for  
life-threatening emergencies, call 999. 
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2nd Bugbrooke  

Brownies’  

40th anniversary  

celebrations 

Scouts enjoying their raft race 

Beaver Racing 

wheelbarrows! 

 The Harry Potter themed Guide Camp 
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Clockwise from front  
Cherry Pilcher, Ruby Rowe,  

Diane Bradbury and Joan Chester 
in the “Millennium Mosaic” 

‘Studying the Pictures’ 
Bugbrooke Art  Exhibition 
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Notice Board 
Take a look at the new PPG noticeboard in the waiting room. You will find the minutes of 
the last PPG meeting, together with some information about the “Walking for Health” 
opportunities provided by South Northants Council. There are also leaflets giving more 
information, available on the table by the signing in monitor. 
Telephone System 
We hope you are finding the new telephone system easy and helpful to use. In order to 
ensure that the system runs as efficiently as possible, please ensure that you advise the 
surgery if any of your contact details change. It would also help if you could indicate your 
preferred method of contact, e.g. letter, email, text or phone. 
Theft of Lead from the Roof 
You may have heard that the lead flashing from the surgery roof was stolen at some 
time in the middle of April. This only came to light when it started raining. It meant that 
the affected consulting room was out of action for about three weeks while repairs were 
carried out.   
Patient Participation Group 
The next meeting will take place on Monday 9th October at 6pm at the surgery. The 
group will be discussing topics which affect you and the way your GP practice is run. 

The Practice is currently accepting new patients, so please pop along to the 
surgery if you are not currently registered with a doctor. 
Melanie Vernon  

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group     
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2:00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/Jigsaw 
Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (three 
groups). 
Future events: 
Please note that there is no meeting in August. 
Monday 18 September at 2:00pm – ‘Awful Archaeology’ by Colin Oakes. A professional 
archaeologist’s light-hearted take on the Romans’ time in Britain. 

Enquiries to 01327 340954 (Margaret Macintosh) or u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 
Roger Colbourne  

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church     
We held our annual Fish and Chip Supper and Quiz on 30th June. It was very well 
supported this year, with 106 people taking part, and made us a profit of £557. As usual 
the team who won last year got the job of being the quizmasters this year, but with the 
complication on this occasion that half of that team had been visiting from New Zealand. 
Anyway huge thanks to Allen and Brenda Astell (aided from afar by their son and 
daughter-in-law) for setting us a really good and stimulating quiz. A lot of work is 
involved in this, and in presenting it on the night, and it is very much appreciated. The 
fish and chips from Howe & Co.’s van were piping hot and delicious. Thanks also to the 
committee members for organising the tickets, raffle, etc. and to the Community Centre 
staff. And a very big thank you to everyone who came and supported the event. 

Our next fundraising event will be a wine tasting at the beginning of December. All 
the funds we raise go towards the physical upkeep of the village’s beautiful old church. 
Jim Inch   
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Bugbrooke OAPs Christmas Gift Scheme  
We would like to thank everyone who supported the Trivial Pursuit evening in May at the 
lovely setting of the Cricket Club. A very enjoyable and relaxed evening was had by all. 

Our Wine Tasting evening this year is being held on Friday 29th September at the 
Community Centre starting at 7:30pm. We are limited on the number of tickets we can 
sell so these will be sold on a first come first served basis. This year entry will be by pre-
paid tickets available from Nigel and Valerie Burt, Tel 01604 830792. Tickets are priced 
at £10 each which includes a light supper, with the event being based on our usual 
format. 

We look forward to welcoming you to what is always a very popular, enjoyable, 
sociable and convivial evening, enjoyed by all. 

The application form for the Christmas Vouchers this year will be published in the 
October Issue of ‘The LINK’. 
Nigel Burt (Chairman)  

Nether Heyford Tennis Club    
We are a small friendly club offering tennis for all abilities and ages. League play is 
available for those who want it and club nights for everyone. 

Coaching is available term-time for adults and juniors and a Junior Summer Camp 
is planned for August. 

Please feel free to come along and play on one of our club sessions 
Wednesdays 7:00 – 9:00pm or Sundays 10:00 – 12 noon 
Further information www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis or contact Jo 01327 

349094,  jodickson@btinternet.com  

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
"The Wow Factor" arrived at Nether Heyford Village Hall all the way from Bath with Coral 
Gardiner ably assisted by her daughter. It was a very special evening of fun, laughter 
and superb flower arrangements. We welcomed our area chairman, Ellie Meaking, and 
she along with all our members and visitors had a great time. I am sure everyone went 
home in good spirits.  

There is no meeting in August. In September Jane Hass presents "Green Fingers". 
On Sunday 3rd September there will be a workshop led by Simone. These are usually 
fun days learning new techniques and skills. We meet on the 4th Monday of each month 
in Nether Heyford Village Hall at 7:45pm. We are a friendly club and visitors are always 
welcome at our meetings. 
Jane Barker           

Christian Aid week  
Thank you to all who donated and collected on behalf of Christian Aid week. £1650 has 
been banked on behalf of the village. Special thank you to the Guides who delivered the 
envelopes and counted the money. 
Jane Causebrook   

Ride and Stride - Saturday 9th September  
Every year churches open their doors (and often serve refreshments) in the hope that 
people will ride their bikes or walk between them and raise sponsorship. This year it 
does clash with Campions 50th but our church will still be open and hopefully manned. If 
you are interested in either sitting in church and welcoming visitors or riding/walking, 
please contact me for details and forms. It is a great way to visit lovely buildings in lovely 
villages.   
Jane Causebrook 
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Nature Notes  
By the time you read this it will be August, high summer. But as I write, it's the very end of 
June and after some gloriously warm weather (34.5°C recorded here one day) everything 
in the garden has caught up from a slow start. Recently we've had some rain to balance 
things a little and saved our lawns from becoming the colour of straw as it does most hot 
summers. It never fails to amaze me how quickly the garden recovers after a spell of 
warm, dry weather. The downside is you can spend all day dead heading the roses at 
this time of year as they go over so quickly.   

For a gardener, there's nothing better than free plants and I enjoy this time of the 
year because it won't be long before I'll be gathering seed heads from annuals and 
perennials for next year to ensure a succession of some of my favourite plants like, 
foxgloves, poppies, nigella (Love in a Mist), verbascum, verbena bonariensis, hardy 
geraniums, campanulas, delphiniums, wallflowers and sweet williams. June is the month 
that the fruits are suddenly ready to be picked and we're picking every day. The 
raspberries are coming fast and furious and the blackcurrants are close behind. I must 
start making some jams as the freezer is filling fast. 

I was recently very pleased to see we have red kites in Bugbrooke - unmistakable 
with their forked tails. After being on the brink of extinction, they have now recovered 
after being reintroduced into a few areas of England and their numbers are increasing 
each year. They're now established in Northamptonshire and I saw a pair of them on the 
corner of Camp Hill and Birds Hill recently. 

The goldfinches have nested in the climbing rose on the back of the house again - 
close to guaranteed food on the nearby feeding station - 5 star accommodation. They 
built a new nest this year, in the most inconvenient place possible - right by the hook that 
I attach my washing line to! 

The foxes seem to be visiting again at the moment, at a time of the day when we've 
never seen them before. It was late afternoon when one ran from the house, down the 
garden, hotly pursued by our golden retriever. I think perhaps they have a family to feed 
and are getting braver in their desperation to find food. 

Enjoy your summer. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke WI  
Hello again. We are writing this at the end of a heat wave and hope that we have not had 
all the summer we are going to have. 

We were saddened recently to hear of the death of Joan Chester on May 26th, 
2017. Joan joined Bugbrooke Women’s Institute in the early 1960s when she moved to 
the village. Her enthusiasm for WI was borne out in the offices she held as a Committee 
Member, a Group Convenor and as the WI Publications Officer for the Northamptonshire 
Federation. Joan took part in making the WI patchwork, which was later raffled. She also 
appeared as a shepherd along with Diane Bradbury, Ruby Rowe and Cherry Pilcher in 
the “Millennium Mosaic” (photo - page 20). Joan was a determined lady with a good 
sense of humour. As her sight deteriorated she became a valued member of the 
committee of Talking News, published by the Northants Association for the Blind. Joan 
knew her limitations and gave up driving about a decade ago. However she always 
enjoyed making a cup of tea in her own way for friends who called round. One of her 
phrases was “You have just got to get on with it”. Joan was always ready with an opinion, 
which sometimes grated on the listener, but often proved a better and more forward-
looking point of view than their own. 

Back to WI activities, we were joined at our Resolutions meeting in May by the WI 
Choir and members of Harpole WI so the singing of Jerusalem filled the hall beautifully. 
This was followed by the voting on the two resolutions explained to us by Christine 
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Farmer from WI House. The choir then entertained us with a varied selection of 
songs. 

In June Jane Rimmell from the Bramble Patch bought a large selection of 
patchwork items for all to examine and admire. This was an inspirational meeting. 

July‘s meeting will be held at the Sunday School room where the committee 
will take a back seat. Lets hope the weather will be fine so we can enjoy the garden. 

Plans are well under way for our visit to the Towcester Brewery in August and 
we have rebooked Neil McMahan for September to reveal how old police cases can 
be re-opened and solved with new technology. If work commitments prevent Neil 
coming we will have a quiz. 

October brings our Annual Meeting which will start with a hot supper. 
This year we have been pleased to welcome several visitors and our doors are 

always open to more so if you would like to learn something new in good company 
why not give us a try. There is a charge of £4.50 for visitors. 

We will be at the Church Fete on July 8th serving tea and cakes. Once again 
we are hoping for good weather as our stall is always good for a welcome respite 
and chat. 
Brenda Astell 

Bugbrooke Scouts and Beavers 
On the 18th June eight of the Scouts took part in the district raft race where they 
had an hour to build their own raft and then participate in races. They were not 
allowed any adult help. Their raft was well constructed and they won their first race 
but unfortunately lost in the semi-finals. Throughout the day they demonstrated 
good teamwork and leadership and I was proud to be their leader. Currently we are 
busily planning for the County Scout Camp which is taking place on the 7-9th July 
and eight of the Scouts will be attending. They have already planned their menus 
and ensured the tents are all ok to use. Last week they started to decorate their 
camp banner and had a destruction evening where they got to take apart various 
electrical appliances. The Scouts also learnt a lot about the village when they 
completed their local knowledge badge and had to follow clues and questions 
around the village.  

Currently there are 11 Beavers and this term we have been working towards 
various challenge badges. Two of the Beavers are now due to be awarded their 
Bronze Scout awards.  Over the next few weeks we are going to go on a mini beast 
hunt and visit Daventry Country Park. We will end the term by having a water fun 
evening where everyone will get wet including the leaders. Beavers have also made 
butterfly feeders for their gardens and decorated biscuits for Fathers Day. Last 
week the Beavers participated in various relay races and voted to have a 
wheelbarrow race (photos - page 19). 
Sue Beckingham 

Bugbrooke Rugby Club   
As we look forward to next season, we reflect on what was a reasonable 2016-17. 
The first team finished mid table in Midlands One East and the second team 
finished runners up in their East Midlands division. Many of the mini and junior 
teams had success in their leagues and cups and tournaments, but most of all they 
enjoyed their rugby! 

Next season brings a few interesting opportunities, both on and off the field. 
The first team continue to play in Midlands One East, with the first home game 
being played at Camp Close on 9th September versus ex National League team 
Bedford Athletic, kick off is at 2:15pm. The second team have been promoted to the 
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Eagle Bitter league and their first home game is on 23rd September versus 
Huntingdon and District 2nd's. 

Training for junior teams, that's under 13's upwards, starts during July and 
August and the website has more details for each age group. The Mini's, that's the 
under 6 to Under 12 age group, start their activities on September 3rd at 11am. 
New players are very welcome in all age groups. 

On the social side, there's the annual beer festival on the weekend of 22nd to 
24th September, where we have the usual large selection of beers, wines and 
ciders available, along with a barbeque and hog roast. We also have live music in 
the clubhouse, but please see the website for updates nearer the time. 

On the building front, we have so far secured around 50% of the required 
funding and are waiting on a hopefully positive response from SNC for a large 
chunk of the remainder. Watch this space! 

For regular updates please visit www.pitchero.com/clubs/bugbrooke 
Bryn Curtis 

100 Years Ago – June and July 1917    
Local life returned to its established wartime routine after the Whitsun break with the 
school re-opening on 4th June. Headmaster Frank WRIGHT traced progress of the 
war in Europe, using a large map showing the major battles for his pupils. 

On 20th June, two of Frank WRIGHT’s war-weary sons were invalided home 
from the Western Front. On leave at home was 38-year-old Frank junior, a private 
soldier in the York and Lancaster Regiment, while his 27-year-old younger brother 
Percy, a Corporal in the Sherwood Foresters, was recovering in hospital in 
Birmingham. 

On 12th July, Wallace NIGHTINGALE’s mother Mary received a note from a 
Lieutenant SIMS informing her that her son, a 21-year-old Lance-Corporal with the 
Machine Gun Corps, was missing in action, probably a Prisoner of War 
(subsequently confirmed; though wounded, he recovered and was repatriated 
safely at the end of hostilities). 

On 17th July, it was noted that ‘German measles still affects men in the village 
and causes the absence of some pupils’. 

On 20th July, an overnight cloudburst left several classrooms under inches of 
water and some lessons were temporarily removed to the ‘Old School’. 

On 31th July, Fred CHAPMAN, approaching his eighteenth birthday, 
successfully concluded his two years as a student teacher and declared his wish to 
join the Royal Flying Corps. (He did not achieve this aim, but did join a Royal 
Fusilier battalion of the London Regiment). 

Beyond England, most theatres of war were active with minor operations, 
though on the Western Front preparations were in hand for a new and large Allied 
offensive. Separately, the arrival of the American 1st Infantry Division at St Nazaire 
on 26th June was tangible evidence of that country’s serious involvement in the war 
on land in Europe and a boost to both troop numbers and to morale. 

The first stages of the new ‘Flanders Battle’ were the attacks launched across 
a nine-mile wide front on 7th June to secure the Messines Ridge, with some 5,000 
German prisoners taken on that first day.  

Our local units were not involved at Messines, though they were soon involved 
in other action on the wider front. 

From 20th June, 1st Battalion, the Northamptonshire Regiment, was deployed 
to the extreme west of the Allied line, near Nieuport on the Flanders coast, in a 
sandy area with dunes up to 60 feet high and clusters of rushes. The Yser Canal 
ran parallel to the front, about a mile to the rear. 
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On 4th July a large part of the battalion was placed into the front line, alongside 
2nd Battalion, the King’s Royal Rifle Corps. From early morning on 10th July, 
described as ‘one of the blackest days’ in the battalion’s experience, the two units 
were subjected to heavy artillery bombardment. After this at about 7:00pm, the line 
was attacked by units of the German Marine Division and after two hours fierce 
fighting was eventually overrun. All but nine men of the Northamptons were killed or 
captured, those few escapees swimming the canal to safety. The small remainder of 
the battalion that had not been in the line was moved rearwards to rest and refit, and 
to receive replacements in due course. (This action, in the dunes, was where young 
Wallace NIGHTINGALE had been wounded and taken prisoner while in support of 
the Northamptons). 

The 2nd Battalion of the Northamptons was destined to take part in the opening 
of the Third Battle of Ypres – later and more readily known as ‘Passchendaele’. The 
declared aim was to ‘drive the Germans from commanding heights and bring about a 
great strategic victory’. 

The attacking units assembled in the trenches from 9:00pm 
on 30th July, ready for an Allied barrage which began at 5:50am 
the following morning. As the barrage ‘crept’ forward, the 
Northamptons alongside many others advanced over a 15-mile 
front and overran the German trenches, gaining about two miles 
of ground. The fighting was inevitably fierce and there were 
many acts of gallantry, generating the greatest number of 
Victoria Crosses ever won in any single day before or since – 14. 
One of those was to 21-year-old Captain Thomas COLYER-
FERGUSSON, commanding ‘B’ Company of the 2nd 
Northamptons. Sadly he was killed by a sniper later in the day, 
some hours after the brave actions that prompted his award 
and therefore his decoration was posthumous (announced in 
the London Gazette of 6th September). 

The 7th Battalion, Northamptons (known as ‘Mobbs Own’) was also destined to 
participate in the new offensive and the troops also attacked 
early in the morning of 31th July. Their Commanding Officer, 35-
year-old former England and Northampton rugby-player, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Edgar MOBBS, DSO, who had helped raise 
the battalion in 1914, was an instinctive leader rather than a 
more cautious commander. When one of the 7th’s companies 
was held up by an enemy machine-gun position, delaying the 
advance, he hastened forward hoping to resolve the situation, 
but sadly was shot in the neck, dying of his wound soon after. 
His death was mourned not only in Northampton, but in the 
wider world of international rugby. A memorial bust of MOBBS 
was placed in Market Square, Northampton, unveiled on 17th 
July 1921. 

During this period, the war at sea was dominated by merchant ship losses, 
mainly to U-boat attack. Over the two months of June and July – 61 days – there were 
only three days when no sinking was recorded. The total loss was at least 165 
vessels in the period, with a number of others damaged and limping in to a port. 

On the Home Front, there were several air raids over the east coast aimed at 
ports, causing many casualties. Essex and Kent suffered on 5th June (13 killed, 34 
injured), Essex again and London on 13th June (162 killed, 432 injured), Essex and 
Suffolk on 4th July (casualties not recorded), Kent and London on 7th July (57 killed, 
193 injured) and Essex and Suffolk on 22th July (13 killed, 26 injured). 

Edgar Roberts 

Mobbs 

Thomas Riversdale  

Colyer-Fergusson 
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Internationally, two other events of note were the abdication of King Constantine of 
Greece in favour of his second son, Alexander, on 12th June, and the Mutiny of the 
Russian Black Sea Fleet on 20th June. 

Finally, back home, the Royal family assumed the name ‘Windsor’ from 17th July.  
Roger Colbourne 

The Wednesday Club   
19th April - Hello everyone! Today we had our Easter lunch very well cooked by the 
helpers. It was delicious. This was accompanied by sherry, a wine cocktail and various 
fruit juices. The tables looked pretty with yellow table cloths and matching flower 
arrangements – made by June − and an Easter egg for everyone. A big thank you from all 
members. Later we were entertained by The Homestead Singers a male voice choir, 
they all had fantastic voices. One of the choir members a gentleman called Mr E P  
Coupland composed and wrote a song called “Sitting They Watched Him” which the 
whole choir sang beautifully, we were all touched by the words. The choir sang various 
songs and told humorous jokes which had us all laughing. Thank you. Our two jovial bus 
drivers picked us up and dropped us all safely back home. 

8th May - Today we had a jumble sale which was held at the Scout Hut. It was very 
well attended, there were lots of various stalls selling books, clothes, household goods, 
toys, plants, lots of bric-a-brac and a stall selling teas and home-made cakes. We also 
had a raffle. 1st prize was a large hamper and various other prizes. A most enjoyable 
afternoon. Thank you to everyone who helped and attended. 

14th June - Our summer coach trip was to Palmers Garden Centre, Ullesthorpe. 
The weather was beautiful, we left at 12:45 and had an hour free time to shop at our 
leisure before we enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea consisting of sandwiches, sausage 
rolls, pastries, cakes and strawberries and cream. Everyone had a wonderful afternoon. 

If anyone would like to join our club just turn up at the Sunday School Rooms in 
Church Lane we meet every other Wednesday from 2pm to 4pm, our next meetings are 
on 6th and 20th September or contact Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700770. 
Anne Howard 

Bugbrooke History Group 
I am writing this the day after our exhibition of the archaeological finds from the 
Millennium Green. All the pottery shards, glass, burnt clay and animal bones have been 
packed away in boxes. All except a few specially chosen pieces which will stay on show 
in a glass cabinet in the Community Centre. We residents of Bugbrooke should be 
extremely grateful to our Parish Council who paid for the professional dig to take place 
and for the detailed report provided by Warwick Museum Archaeology Department. 
Everyone who came to the exhibition was surprised by the quantity of artefacts retrieved 
from under the turf, and then intrigued by the story which the objects could tell. We were 
very fortunate to have with us John Perkins, a very knowledgeable historian. He 
explained the context of the buried articles, what was happening in the world, in Britain 
and in Bugbrooke at the time and then, why there is a gap of 400 years. There is 
evidence of prehistoric building and also a piece of Roman tiling, and there is a large 
amount of medieval pottery from 1088 to 1250. The next piece of pottery is dated 1680 
and there is a lot up to 1815. So why the 400 year gap? There had been a civil war in 
1215-17 and the manor house and dwellings on the site had been burnt. Possibly 
accident, probably not. Then the next manor house was built further away from the 
church and the brook, to the north east of the site (behind the present Manor Farm), but 
in 1680 a new manor/parsonage was built on the original site, close to the church. In 
1815  this building was demolished and a new Rectory built (now New Creation Hall) and 
therefore much of the old pottery and kitchenware was dumped. 
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Although there were almost 70 visitors to the Exhibition, it was a shame that more 
people didn’t take the opportunity of the one day when all artefacts were on show. It 
would seem that in those early years, whenever there was civil strife the lord of the 
manor of Bugbrooke often chose the wrong side. The first named lord of the manor of 
Bugbrooke is Robert, Count of Mortain, William the Conqueror’s half brother (photos -
page 37). Then later it passes down to the Earl of Chester, one of the richest men in 
Britain. Bugbrooke’s history is important and our connection with it lies beneath the 
ground. 

Our June meeting concentrated on the history of the 17th Century Civil War and in 
particular, the Battle of Naseby. Steve Parish, dressed as a Parliamentarian soldier, re-
created the fighting man who was on the battlefield at 10 am on 14th June 1645, one of 
the 13,000 Parliamentarians who did battle that day with 9000 cavaliers. He showed us 
the weapons they used, the system for loading their muskets, the converted bill-hooks 
for unseating the cavalry, the knives, helmets, body armour. And if he dwelt a little too 
long on the smell of his never washed trousers and shirt, the atmosphere was 
authentic and his performance enjoyable. God must own your cause for there to be any 
hope of victory. They marched onward chanting psalms learnt from the bible. 

This journey into the past was preceded by the AGM at which the Chairman 
thanked everyone who had contributed to the success of the History Group. I mention 
no names for fear of missing someone, but you all know who you are. Thanks to our 
subscription charge, £10 for a year of 5 meetings and 2 walks, our finances are looking 
reasonably healthy. 

Our next meeting is September 13th when Kate Wills, a popular speaker, will give 
us the low down on the history of Sources of the News. Everyone is welcome, 
newcomers, old-timers and everyone in between. 
Pat Kent (secretary) Tel 01604 830518   

Masquerade Ball     
Saturday 30th September - Bugbrooke Community Centre - 7:30-11:30pm 
My name is Kyle. I am 14 years old and have taken on the challenge of raising £5000 
to enable me to go to India to help others. 

For a month, with only my back pack and a tent I will be trekking, learning the 
culture of India and most importantly volunteering in a less fortunate area by laying 
water pipes or building a toilet block in a school. This will be a life changing experience 
for me to help children who are less fortunate than me. 

Reception drink, sit-down meal and disco £25. For more information or tickets 
please phone Jo 01604 831630 / 07745 899802. 

Campion School    
Campion students continue to enjoy a full range of school experiences. Year 11 and 13 
students have completed their exams and will be enjoying their extended summer 
break. It was good to welcome back 143 Year 11s to our Sixth Form Induction days. It 
was also great to welcome our Year 6 students with Bugbrooke enjoying a special 
induction day of their own. As I write, they will now be on their residential and no doubt 
enjoying a fabulous time.   

Our Year 7 rounders team attended the South-Northants district rounders 
tournament to play against five other schools. The girls did brilliantly well playing a 
determined attacking game of rounders despite the heat. There were some fantastic 
rounders scored, some excellent catches and the team successfully finished in joint 
first place. We congratulate all involved. 

We also hosted another successful Inter-House event – ‘University Challenge’.  
Each House had a team of five which included Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 students. Around 
240 pupils came to support their House and enjoyed a great event. Congratulations to 
Chestnut, the overall winners. 
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 Robert, first holder of the Manor of Bugbrooke. (Gloucester Cathedral) 

Some of the artefacts from the Millennium Green  

on display at the Community Centre 
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Mary French of Georges Avenue thought we  

might be interested in her Yucca plant in bloom 

Bob Stickings’ photo taken at sunset across the fields  

to the rear of Laddermakers Yard on Midsummer evening  
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Year 10 benefit from work experience this term. Very positive feedback has been 
received from employers. Our students did themselves, and Campion, proud. 

Campion held its own mock election. Students in the school stood as candidates 
and represented political parties. These students ran their electoral campaigns within 
the school and promoted their own national policies and polices for the school. 
Candidates took part in a hustings event where they promoted their policies and took a 
series of challenging questions from an audience of students. A Year 9 student stood 
as an independent candidate and won the most votes. We applaud all candidates for 
their willingness to be involved. 

Highlights of our last weeks of term included a fabulous Art and Design exhibition 
and students planning, rehearsing and taking part in a Music, Arts, Dance and Drama 
(MADD) Showcase. We also enjoyed a great whole school sports day with all students 
taking part. 

Plans for the Campion 50th anniversary are continuing. During our special Golden 
Anniversary celebrations we are hoping to raise ‘£50,000 for Fifty Years’; the money 
raised will enable us to develop covered seating areas close to the astroturf pitch. This 
will provide much needed outdoor facilities for our students, our families and 
community users beyond the school day.    

As part of our fundraising programme we are delighted to announce that a 
promises auction will be part of the 50th anniversary celebrations with a special guest 
auctioneer! We are now looking for ‘promises’ to auction – do you have a talent that 
others can benefit from (if you’re a hairdresser a haircut, or a mechanic a service, a 
gardener a garden makeover)? Do you have a holiday home which you could auction a 
week in or a Ferrari that you could loan for the day?! Do you have a tractor or some 
other fantastic transport that you could offer to chauffeur some Year 11s to the prom 
next year?  

Please be as creative and generous as you can and if you are able to help please 
email offers to celebrate50@campion.northants.sch.uk   

Our 50th Anniversary is on Saturday 9th September and starts at 2:00pm. The 
afternoon tea and evening event have now sold out but there will be plenty of fun and 
great activities at the afternoon fete. A celebration book has been compiled by John 
Perkins and will be on sale soon, please check the School website for updates. 

On behalf of all at Campion, I wish you a safe and happy summer and look 
forward to welcoming you on 9th September to celebrate with us. 
Claire Whitmore, Headteacher 

Campion’s 50th    
A huge thank you to all the local businesses who have donated raffle prizes. Tickets 
can still be bought throughout the summer. September 9th could bring a lot of visitors 
to the village and the committee are conscious that parking could be an issue 
especially if the weather is wet. If you can offer a parking space to a friend or relative 
and encourage them to walk up. We would be very grateful. Everyone is welcome to 
attend the fete in the afternoon. Thank you. 
Jane Causebrook and the organising committee 

Bugbrooke Millennium Green  
After many years and much negotiation, the contracts were finally signed and 
completed last year for the exchange of a small part of the Millennium Green land for 
the Glebe Field land, in order to provide an extension to the existing churchyard and, 
so far as the Trust is concerned, to increase and enhance the Millennium Green. The 
Trust much appreciates the funding provided by the Parish Council for this transaction 
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and, of course, the work of the parish clerk to get us through the various legal and 
planning hoops once the Trust had completed all the necessary public notices and 
meetings. 

The original and new sites are connected through the corner of the churchyard and 
the new path continues through the Glebe Field. New notice boards, seats and litter bins 
have also been added. Terry Harding kindly agreed to design the new notice, updating 
the plan of the Millennium Green, which can now be seen on the notice boards. The 
intention had been to create a feature using the stones removed from the wall. 
Unfortunately, so many have been removed by people who thought they could help 
themselves to Trust property, that this may no longer be possible. 

There were a number of archaeological finds from the land given up for the 
churchyard extension. Although they did not unearth Boudicca’s chariot, there were 
some interesting pieces. Many thanks to the History Group, who sifted through them, 
included them in a fascinating exhibition at the Community Centre and putting some on 
permanent display at the Centre. 

The whips planted by Trust members and other volunteers to mark the new 
boundary with the churchyard extension are thriving. Trees and shrubs donated by 
Jonathan Dunn have also been planted by members of the Trust. 

Working parties of trustees and other volunteers rally round on Spring and Autumn 
Saturday mornings to undertake the usual seasonal chores. The Green becomes a hive 
of activity, with sweeping, pruning, weeding, hoeing and general tidying.  
David Harries, Chairman, Bugbrooke Millennium Green Trust 

Bugbrooke Sports and Community Association     
The Community Centre remains a popular venue for social, leisure and sports activities, 
with many individuals and organisations using the excellent facilities available.  

It is continuing to be a slow process to register with HM Land Registry the additional 
playing fields land acquired through a Section 106 agreement relating to the 
development at Johns Road/Pilgrims Lane. It has been complicated by ownership of 
the new land being with Bugbrooke Sports and Community Association (BSACA) when 
the original land is in the name of Bugbrooke Parish Council as Custodian Trustee. In 
view of this BSACA has asked the Parish Council to become the Custodian Trustee  
of the recently acquired land also, and this was agreed. It now requires a simple transfer 
of this land and a fresh application to HM land Registry can be made for the whole site. 
This will not change the arrangements for running and maintaining the site, which will 
remain with BSACA.  

The Community Centre continues to host a surprising variety of events and activities 
throughout the week. Regular activities include upholstery classes, karate, table tennis, 
dressmaking, Tai Chi, art, kickboxing, weightwatchers, youth club, Spanish, gymnastics 
across a wide age range, U3A, history group, baby clinic, blood donor sessions, wine-
tasting, parish council meetings; as well as various shows for poultry (restricted this year 
due to avian flu), chinchillas, budgerigars, dogs (Shar Pei & Portuguese), Siamese cats 
and various other cats. (Careful diary management keeps the dogs away from the cats, 
and the cats away from the budgies.) The Centre also provides a venue for birthday, 
wedding and christening celebrations, funeral wakes, formal dinners, quiz nights and 
elections. 

It costs in the region of £30,000 pa to run and maintain the Community Centre and 
so it is important that we continue to attract and retain various activities and events. 
Additionally, this year, all the Centre’s 160 chairs have been replaced with lighter, more 
modern chairs at a total cost of around £5,000. The tables are being replaced in two 
stages, with half being bought initially. The next major project will be the much needed 
renovation of the kitchen. 
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We are grateful for the Parish Council contribution towards the maintenance of 

the playing fields. This work is also funded by the sports clubs’ contributions based on 
an agreed formula for pitch fees and we continue to review and refine these 
arrangements to ensure that the payments are equitable and timely.  

The Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) and a Youth Shelter erected on the playing 
fields in 2011 are well used. A further panel of the youth shelter has been damaged 
and had to be removed; offensive graffiti is being removed from the MUGA (and the 
play area); and one of the rugby posts has been damaged by people swinging from it. 
Fortunately, it is only a very small minority who perpetuate such mindless anti-social 
vandalism and it is a pleasure each weekend to see literally hundreds of young people 
enjoying fresh air and healthy exercise.  

We are fortunate to have an executive committee, all of whom are active 
volunteers in the numerous tasks essential for the upkeep of such a large building and 
over 20 acres of land that provide a wide range of leisure, entertainment and sports 
facilities throughout the year. It continues to be a major asset for the community. 
David Harries, Chairman, Bugbrooke Sports and Community Association    

109 years ago 
Julian (Fred) Howard has sent us the following article from a cutting he found from the 
“Chronicle” of 1909 which he has transcribed: 

ENTHUSIASTIC SCENES AT BUGBROOKE.                                                                         
VICTOR CARRIED SHOULDER HIGH THROUGH THE VILLAGE                                           
No County Council election excited more interest than that in Bugbrooke division, where the 
Authority for the last three years, was opposed by Mr W. B. Spokes. There were 1,115 
electors, and the polling stations were Bugbrooke Council School, Harpole National School 
and Duston Church of England School. The campaign was conducted with strenuous energy 
on both sides, and the usual electioning propaganda was entered into with great enthusiasm. 
On the occasion three years ago, when Mr Harrison opposed Mr Adams, he was returned with 
a majority of 27. Although the majority has been reduced by four, his poll has been increased 
from 467 to 481, which is splendid recognition of the efforts put forth by Mr Harrison, during 
his apprenticeship, so to speak, on the County Council.                                                                                                                                                                 
The result was declared last night as follows: -                                                                                                 
*Rev. E. W.  Harrison (C) ………………….484                                                                                                        
W. B.  Spokes (R)…………………...461                                                                                                                
Majority              23                                                                                                                                           
1907      Harrison   467.          J.O. Adams 440.                                                                                                    
It was known that this contest could be a very close one, as Mr Harrison had won the seat 
three years before by only 27. Also at the general election, the Harpole and Kislingbury ballot 
box gave Mr Manfield a majority of over three figures. In fact, had it not been for this the 
probability is that Mr Harrison would have been returned unopposed as throughout this 
contest no single criticism had been passed upon his work: all opposition has been justified on 
the grounds that he is a Tory Parson. Every argument and device that could have been used by 
Radical wire pullers, every organisation at the command of the Radical Association have been 
utilised, to bring about his rejection. How far would men rise above the trammels of narrow 
political and sectarian prejudice? That was the question. When the boxes were opened, it was 
at once seen that Bugbrooke and Heyford had gone heavily in one direction, Kislingbury and 
Harpole in the other, while Duston and Dallington seem to have been equally divided. It was 
not until the last minute of the counting that it was discovered that “the Parson was in”. Then 
followed a scene of great enthusiasm, for the Parson was among his own people.                                               
After the declaration of the poll by Mr H. W. K. Markham, in proposing his vote of thanks, 
Mr Harrison thanked them for the great victory that they had won. He thanked Mr Spokes for 
the extremely sportsmanlike way he had fought this election. When others refused, he, at the 
call of his party, had come forward. Bugbrooke knew how to appreciate a good sportsman, 
and so his first act as their County Councillor should be to call upon Bugbrooke to give three 
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cheers for Mr Spokes. These were heartily given, and Mr Spokes, in seconding the vote of 
thanks called for three cheers for Mr Harrison.                                                                                                                                                         
But this was not the end. Nothing would suit but that his people must see the Rev. E. W. 
Harrison home. Into a chair they forced him, and lifted shoulder high down the village street 
they bore him, followed by a cheering crowd of madly happy people, and right up to the 
Rectory steps they carried him (good 13 stone though he is reputed to weigh). Another speech 
of many thanks, and then a glad good-night. More than one remark was over-heard as to 
whether “ever a Parson was brought home like this before”. 

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club     
The closed season presents the challenge of preparing for the new season. This is a 
challenge for such a large club and members of the committee, particularly the 
Secretary, have been busy entering teams for their various leagues and cup 
competitions. 

The club will be running 4 Adult and 11 Youth Teams next season and Managers 
are as follow:- 

Ist Team: Nathaniel Liburd & Courtney Herbert; Reserve: Steve Reeve; ‘A’s: 
Graham Derby; ‘B’s: George Bashford; Under 18’s: Nigel Thomas; Under 16’s: Roy 
Ferguson; Under 15’s Blue: Dale Walton; Under 15’s Yellow: Kent Lane; Under 14’s: 
Stuart White; Under 13’s: Bob Lane; Under 12’s: Steve Livesey; Under 10’s: Kyle Duffy; 
Under 9’s: Simon Wheeler; Under 8’s Blue: Nick Inwood; Under 8’s Yellow: Neil Marrow 

We wish all teams a successful season. All players will benefit from training and 
coaching if they are to be successful and managers will be working to achieve these 
hopes. 

Adults play on Saturday afternoons and Youth Teams play on either Saturday 
mornings or Sundays. We look forward to seeing spectators for any games and there is 
always a welcoming drink or snack in the Clubhouse. 
John Curtis   

Community Speed Watch     
It is this time of year when you may see a small group of volunteers in yellow jackets 
operating a Police speed camera at the side of the road. We are trained and recognised 
by the Police to measure the speed of vehicles in the 30mph zone. We report any that 
are travelling at 35mph or above and the Police will issue a warning letter to the owner/
driver of the vehicle. Persistent offenders with more than one warning are taken further 
by the Police.  

In 2016, over 9 hours of observation, 58 vehicles were reported with the fastest car 
doing 47mph in the 30mph zone. In 2015, in two observations, motorbikes came 
through the village at over 60mph. 

As a result of our reports and counting traffic movements the Highways Authority 
agreed to put in traffic calming measures; 

• the 20mph limit 

• the road restriction at the bottom of Kislingbury Road where it joins the High St 

• the Zebra Crossing outside the Primary School. 
Speed checks show that most often offenders are local to the village or 

surrounding area. Police support our action by bringing their own camera van into the 
village. 

Many residents complain about the speed of traffic through Bugbrooke. The Speed 
Watch is one way in which the community can demonstrate their concern and try to 
improve the situation. Many thanks to all the volunteers who take part. 
Alan Kent  (Speed Watch Coordinator)    
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Bugbrooke Neighbourhood Watch 
Tourists Targeted by Fake Police Officers 
There has been a series of recent incidents reported to Action Fraud 
where a lone fraudster has approached victims whom they believe to be 
unfamiliar with the local area. They make an excuse to talk to the victims 

such as enquiring about directions or offering a recommendation for a good hotel. 
After this interaction, several other fraudsters will intervene purporting to be police 

officers in plain clothes and will sometimes present false identification as proof. The fake 
officers will then give a reason to examine the victims’ wallet, purse or personal items. 
They may also examine the first fraudster’s items or try to tell victims that the first 
fraudster is suspicious to gain the victim’s trust and appear more realistic in their guise. 

After all the fake police ‘checks’ are finished, victims have then reported being 
handed back their personal items only to later realise that a quantity of money or 
valuables were missing. Protect yourself: 

If an individual claims to be a police officer, ask for their name and rank, examine 
any identification presented (especially important if they are not wearing a uniform). 
Remember, the police will never ask for your passwords or PIN details. Do not give this 
information to anyone, the police will never request that you withdraw/transfer any 
money to them or to a ‘safe’ account.  

If you have been affected by this, or any other fraud, report it to Action Fraud by 
visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk  
Smishing Fraud Alert 
Smishing – the term used for SMS Phishing – is activity which enables criminals to steal 
victim’s money or identity, or both, because of a response to a text message. 

The National Fraud Intelligence Bureau has received information that fraudsters are 
targeting victims via a text message purporting to be from their credit card provider, 
stating a transaction has been approved on their credit card. The text message further 
requires confirmation that the transaction is genuine by replying ‘Y’ for Yes, or ‘N’ for No, 
this confirms to the fraudster that your telephone number is active. Protect yourself: 

Always check the validity of the text message by contacting your credit card 
provider direct (number on rear of card). Beware of cold calls purporting to be from 
banks and/or credit card providers. If the phone call from the bank seems suspicious, 
hang up the phone and wait ten minutes before calling the bank again. Again, refer to 
the number at the back of the card or on a bank statement to contact your bank. 

If you have been a victim of fraud or cybercrime, please report it to Action Fraud at 
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk or alternatively by calling 0300 123 2040. 
Wedding Services Fraud 
Being aware of the potential risks and following the prevention advice below could 
minimise the likelihood of fraud: 

Paying by Credit Card will provide protection under Section 75 of the Consumer 
Credit Act, for purchases above £100 and below £30,000. This means that even if a 
company goes into liquidation before your big day, you could claim a refund through 
your Credit Card Company, 

Take care when using companies via social media. Some companies run their 
businesses entirely via social media sites, offering low cost services. Whilst many are 
genuine, some may not be insured or may even be fraudulent. Protect yourself: 

Ensure that you obtain a physical address and contact details for the vendor and 
verify them. Should you experience any problems, you will then be able to make a 
complaint to Trading Standards or consider pursuing via the Small Claims Court, 

Ensure that you obtain a contract before paying money for services. Make certain 
you fully read and understand what you are signing and note terms of cancellation. 

Consider purchasing Wedding Insurance – Policies vary in cover and can be 
purchased up to two years in advance. 
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Complete research on each vendor ensuring that you are dealing with a bona-fide 

person or company (e.g. Internet for reviews and ratings, details of past clients you can 
speak to). 

For services such as wedding photographers, beware of websites using fake 
images. Look for inconsistencies in style, meet the photographer in person, and ask to 
view sample albums. 

Remember, if something appears too good to be true, it probably is! 
Vehicle Online Shopping Fraud 
Fraudsters have been advertising vehicles and machinery for sale on various selling 
platforms online. The victims, after communicating via email with the fraudster, will 
receive a bogus email which purports to be from an established escrow provider (a third 
party who will keep the payment until the buying and selling parties are both happy with 
the deal). 

These emails are designed to persuade you to pay upfront, via bank transfer, 
before visiting the seller to collect the goods. The emails also claim that you have a 
cooling off period to reclaim the payment if you change your mind. This gives victims 
the false sense of security that their money is being looked after by this trustworthy third 
party, when in fact it is not and the money has gone straight to the fraudster. 

Protect yourself: 
Always meet the seller face to face first and ask to see the goods before 

transferring any money. If you receive a suspicious email asking for payment, check for 
spelling, grammar, or any other errors, and check who sent the email. If in doubt, check 
feedback online by searching the associated phone numbers or email addresses of the 
seller. Contact the third party the fraudsters are purporting to be using to make the 
transaction. They should be able to confirm whether the email you have received is 
legitimate or not. False adverts often offer vehicles or machinery for sale well below 
market value to entice potential victims; always be cautious. If it looks too good to be 
true then it probably is. 

If you have been affected by this, or any other type of fraud, report it to Action 
Fraud by visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040. 
End of an Era 
I have decided to end my period as the Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for 
Bugbrooke as of the 18th July 2017. 

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support especially those 
who have become members of the organisation. 
David Dungate, Dedicated NHW Hotline: 01604 432436 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club   
The last Friday in EVERY month social evenings have started with some very good 
attendances. All members and their guests are very welcome whatever their age so put 
July 28th and August 25th in your diaries now! 

Outdoor cricket practice evenings will be EVERY Wednesday from 6 to 7pm for 
Juniors and 7 to 8:30pm for Seniors. Just turn up if you wish to take part.     

Our Saturday 1st X1 are performing very well at the moment having won 4 out of 
the last 5 matches played (up to July 8th) and we anticipate they will gain promotion for 
the second year running.   

We are a very sociable club and everybody in the village is most welcome any 
time to watch matches and use our bar where Tony Bird will be pleased to see you.  

If anybody would like to join our club as player and/or social member or would like 
a guided tour of our excellent facilities please contact myself below.  
Peter White (President) 01604-830452 p.g.white@btinternet.com Club  
Website: bugbrooke.play-cricket.com Twitter: @BugbrookeCC 
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 
and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 
of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

 

Sunday Services 
8:00am   BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
 
9:45am   First four Sundays in the month a service of 

either Morning Praise or Communion. 
See our various Notice Boards for details  
5th Sunday in the month watch for details 
 

6:00pm  First Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’  
   a service of Praise and Worship 

   (apart from August) 
  

Other Services 
Mondays during term time 2pm to 3:15pm ‘Monday Tots Church’ in Church 
First Wednesday in the Month 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Chancel 
 

Regular Events 
Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 
Bible Studies and Fellowship Meetings in and around Bugbrooke  

See Notice Boards for details 
Thursdays 9am to 11am Family Morning during term time  

in the Sunday School Rooms 
Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  
 

Special Dates 
October 1st 9:45am Harvest Celebrations 
 

After much prevarication, we shall be launching 

our much awaited  Facebook Page in September. 
 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 

Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 

Enquiries about marriage ring 831621 

For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers. 
 

Visit our Website :- bugbrookechurch.co.uk  



54 

 

September    

3  Flower Club - Workshop led by Simone NHVH 

4 7:30pm WI - ‘Cold Cases’ CC 

6 2-4pm Wednesday Club SS 

9 All day Historic Churches ‘Ride & Stride’  

9 2pm Campion's 50th fete Campion 

13 7:30pm History Group - ‘Mixed Messages’ by Kate Wills CC 

18 2pm U3A - ‘Awful Archaeology’ by Colin Oakes  CC 

20 2-4pm Wednesday Club SS 

25 7:45pm Flower Club – Jane Hass - ‘Green Fingers’ NHVH 

29 7:30pm OAPs Christmas Gift Scheme Wine Tasting CC 
    

October    

2 7:30pm WI - Annual Meeting CC 

9 6pm Patient Participation Group Surgery 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel  CC - Community Centre  Ch - St Michael & All Angels  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall     VH - Village Hall     SS - Sunday School  
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Plants, bric-a-brac, ice cream,  

Morris men and a whole lot more  

- something for everyone at  

Bugbrooke Church Fête 
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