
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk www.bugbrookelink.co.uk February 2017 February 2017 



2 

 



The Bugbrooke “LINK” Committee 

3 

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish 
boundary of Bugbrooke. The “LINK” Management Committee is elected in 
accordance with the Constitution and Rules at the AGM in May. 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer/Vice Chairman 
Production & Website 
Advertising 
Adverts Production 
Submissions  
E-mail to    
Web site address 
Deadline for April issue 

Paul Cockcroft, 31 Pilgrims Lane 
Barbara Bell, 68 Chipsey Avenue 
Jim Inch, 16a High Street 
Geoff Cooke, 1 Browns Yard 
Sheila Willmore, 31 Oaklands 
Gwynneth White, 1 Homestead Drive 
Pat Kent, 1 High Street 
bugbrookelink@gmail.com 
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk 
6th March 2017 

Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in the 
factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not necessarily 
 endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 



4 5 



 

5 



6 



7 

Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 202), February 2017 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
We hope you enjoy this first issue of 2017 which includes a variety 
of interesting articles and photos; the Frank Wright re-enactment 
article is particularly fascinating. 

There’s news from Campion School, Scouts and the Music 
Circle; information about the Bugbrooke Medical Practice, Neighbourhood Watch and 
funding opportunities; photos from events in the village and personal announcements. 

I must take the opportunity to thank all our advertisers, without whom we could not 
produce the magazine to such a high standard. Please support the businesses when 
you can. 

Finally, thanks to Gwynneth for preparing the quizzes on the middle pages of the 
December issue; you will now be able to see how many answers you got right. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 06 
March 2017, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred 
way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The Parish Council has been informed by British Telecom that the telephone box at Elm 
Tree Bank is a listed building.  Consequently BT will be repairing the phone, replacing 
the glass and repainting the box.  Although many people now use mobile phones it 
could be a useful advantage to have a telephone in place for emergency use. 

The Parish Council has also agreed to pay £540 to the Friends of St Michael and 
All Angels Church towards the mowing and lighting costs at the churchyard and also 
agreed to provide a further £429 from their grant scheme towards the purchase of a new 
mower.  This will enable them to keep the new graveyard area in good condition. A 
grant was also made to Granpart, which is a self-help support group in the village for 
grandparents estranged from their grandchildren.  The grant will help them with publicity 
and meeting accommodation costs. 

A request from Campion School for the removal of the bus stop opposite the 
school was met with many unfavourable comments from Councillors.  As a 
consequence the Head teacher was to be requested to attend the January meeting of 
the Parish Council to explain why she felt it necessary to request the removal. 

Following a recommendation from the Footpaths Committee, it was agreed by the 
Parish Council to erect a plaque in memory of Mrs Sue Pace in recognition of her work 
with footpath maintenance over many years and Chairmanship of the committee for 16 
years.  The plaque will be placed on one of the new kissing gates near Laddermakers 
Yard. 

The village flood wardens met representatives of the NCC Flood Resilience Project 
in November.  They were advised that a survey would be made of the whole brook 
catchment area in January.  This would include a thorough look at the stream through 
the village and any other problem areas.  They were asked to pay special attention to 
the capacity of the Great Lane bridge and the problems at the bottom of Pilgrims Lane 

Front Page:   Chris Rance took this picture by the Nene in Bugbrooke on a frosty  
29th December morning. 

6 

mailto:editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk


8 



9 

where it meets Camp Hill/High Street.  A report will be drawn up after the survey and a 
further meeting between the two groups will take place in the Spring, to be followed by a 
public consultation. 

The Parish Council has agreed to keep the bus shelter on Butts Hill rather than 
replace it with a new one and will therefore be making arrangements for it to be repaired 
and renovated. 

Please remember that the current Parish Council grant allocation ends in March.  If 
any organisation has plans to improve or replace capital items then there is still money in 
the pot.  Let’s keep the village moving onwards. 
John Curtis — Chairman 

Funding Opportunities For Local Organisations 
Is your group or organisation in need of some new equipment or are you fund-raising for 
a specific project and need some help? 

Each year the Parish Council sets aside a fund of £5,000, which local organisations 
can apply for (currently up to £500).  So far this year we have been able to assist the 
Village Hall Pre-School; Bugbrooke History Society;  Friends of St Michael and All 
Angels;  Bugbrooke Primary School; Bugbrooke Cricket Club and  Granpart Self Help 
Group, but  we still have £2,600 available to give away.  Any village organisation can 
apply, and the application form is available on the Bugbrooke Link Website or from the 
Parish Clerk.  Funding is not given to meet general running costs, but to assist in the 
purchase of equipment or as part of a larger fund-raising scheme.  Organisations that 
have received funding in previous years are very welcome to apply again for a different 
project. 

Applications will next be considered at the March meeting and need to be received 
by the Clerk by March 6th at the latest. If you need help completing the application or 
advice on whether your organisation is eligible, please contact the Parish Clerk on 01604 
832838 or bugbrookepc@btconnect.com 

Police and Crime Commissioner 
As Police and Crime Commissioner for Northamptonshire, my primary aim is a simple 
one: to make Northamptonshire safer. 

In order to ensure that everyone is working towards the same shared goal, I’ve 
already undertaken a great deal of work to ensure that Northamptonshire Police will play 
a central role in both the development and delivery of the new Police and Crime Plan for 
the county, rather than this simply being a strategy set by my team and I.This is why for 
the first time a joint workshop for members of staff from the Force and my Office was 
held to develop ideas for a joint strategy. I want the force and my team to deliver the 
Police and Crime Plan, but I also want everyone to want to deliver it. 

Northamptonshire is a large place. It’s home to nearly a quarter of a million people, 
there’s over 300,000 domestic properties and 268 parishes, which are joined together by 
a network of over 2500 miles of highways.  Our current budget for policing 
Northamptonshire is around £122million. Although this might sound a lot, given the size 
of our county and ever increasing challenges we face, it means we’ll have to make some 
difficult decisions on how our limited resources are allocated.  

This is why the opinions and experiences of every single person in the county 
matters. Please do head to www.YourPCC.co.uk and let us know what you think. 
Stephen Mold 

http://www.YourPCC.co.uk
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It All Starts with Our Actions! 
Well, another year passes by and another New Diary is already full of 
dates and potential dates, while at the same time there’s already a 
feeling of familiarity about 2017! 

For me, 2016 was a year like most others with both ups and downs, 
highs and lows and an increasing sense of my own mortality as I 
approach the milestone of my mid-sixties! 

However, before I leave 2016 alone and direct my thoughts towards meeting the 
challenges of the next 12 months, I have focused my reflections on what were some of 
the positives during 2016 and what were the negatives among all that happened 
internationally, nationally, locally, professionally and personally! 

First of all, I have been once again uplifted by people’s ability to rise above the 
traumas, misery and tribulations of life and the many acts of extreme kindness which 
have been demonstrated in both their words and deeds, many of which never make the 
national headlines or even the briefest mention in the local news media! From ordinary, 
unassuming people helping others selflessly, with little regard to their safety after one of 
the many terrorist acts that have so often seemed to dominate the media during the 
past year, to simple acts of individual kindness, such as an elderly person making 
scones with arthritic hands for someone who just needs a little T.L.C. in their lives, the 
ability to love and respect common humanities and needs often knows no boundaries. 

Nevertheless, I have observed another year of people judging and even 
condemning others just because they have made different life-choices, or of holding 
grudges that have been held so long that the initial reasons have been almost 
completely forgotten. 

Before the sentiments of ‘Peace and Goodwill to All’ which we all freely exchange 
around the Christmas and New Year period can be translated into reality, we need to 
seek to ‘accentuate the positive’ and seek to find reconciliation in the negative. 

However, I know these sentiments and clichés trip all too easily off the tongue and 
can be desperately difficult to put into reality, but the process has to start somewhere.  
As Mother Teresa said "If you judge people, you have no time to love them." 

Finally, my reflections also include those occasions where bitterness and anger 
have affected family members. Sadly, this has happened too many times, where enmity 
and estrangement have replaced kindness and love. 

Forget New Year Resolutions; why not commit yourself to the power of 
reconciliation and love, finding the highest worth in those around us, for as Mother 
Teresa also said "I want you to be concerned about your next door neighbour.  Do you 
know your next door neighbour?" 

This said, to realise our full potential as human beings we need to look at what 
Jesus says about this in context.  

Jesus said ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ (Matthew Chapter 22 v 37 to 39 NIV) 

Happy New Year to you All. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Tree of Eternal Light Service 2016 
A big thank you to all who attended the service at the beginning of December. As 
always the church was just about full and most people stayed for coffee, mince pies and 
chat afterwards. I'm sure you will agree that the tree looked beautiful covered in gold 
stars, with such poignant messages written on them. 
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Thank you too for your truly amazing generosity. Donations this year totalled £1852.04. 
This is almost double our previous highest total and we are humbled both by your 
generosity and by your comments on the night and on Facebook. Donations are not why 
our church provides this service, the reasons go far deeper than money, but they are 
very valuable to the charities concerned. This year they were the refurbishment of the 
Chemotherapy suite in the Oncology Department at NGH, the Teenage Cancer Trust and 
Bugbrooke St Michael and All Angels Church. 
Ann Shaw and Lynne Clayson 

Bugbrooke WI 
Hello there.  Here we are at the beginning of another year and we wish you a happy, 
healthy and peaceful 2017. 

 We were visited in December by Elisabeth Robinson who entertained us with light 
hearted sayings and songs which, along with our seasonal refreshments of sausage rolls 
and mince pies, started our countdown to Christmas. 

 The WI skittles competition has started and we were trounced in our first match 
against Rothersthorpe (must try harder!). We now play our home matches at The Royal 
Indian restaurant at Fosters Booth where we have been made most welcome. 

We start our new year meetings with a presentation by Brian and Linda Hartgrove 
who will tell us all about their experience when they tackled Wainwrights Coast to Coast 
footpath walk. 

 Our February meeting is open to all. Malcolm Hill will demonstrate wood turning 
and this may be of interest to husbands and friends. 

 In March Ambar Zafar will enlighten us with a talk about the role of women in Islam. 
 Visitors (£3.50) are always very welcome so do come to a meeting and get to know 

us better. 
 For more information please contact Carole Bowling on 01604 832421. 

Johnny Leach 
There were many deaths in 2016 which made the news.  One that did not was that of 
Johnny Leach. 

He was a Doctor Barnardo’s boy, who was evacuated to Bugbrooke at the 
beginning of the Second World War, and was billeted with Lora Clark down Gilkes Yard 
off Bugbrooke High Street. 

 When leaving Bugbrooke school he had to go back to Golding's, a Barnardo’s 
home for senior members, followed by being called up to do his National Service, where 
he served his time in the Royal Artillery in the Korean War.  

 During the early weeks of his evacuation, he was standing with Lora Clark 
sheltering from a storm in the Belfry Doorway of Bugbrooke Church, when the lightning 
struck the Spire taking the top of it off. 

LINK printed an article on this and other Johnny Leach stories a few years ago. And 
his war time experiences can be read on the Bugbrooke LINK website at www. 
Bugbrookelink.co.uk. 
Stan Clarke 

Exciting Event at Bugbrooke Community School 
Thursday 17th November 2016 
It is 1.14 pm and you can hear a pin drop in the hall of Bugbrooke Community School. 
Forty children are sitting cross-legged on the floor silently waiting, waiting for 1.15 when 
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an amazing event is about to happen. It is to be a re-enactment of something which 
happened here in this building over a hundred years ago. The children have already 
been told about Frank Wright, the inspirational master of this school who made a 
wireless from bits and pieces for the instruction of his scholars and who then was able to 
communicate with France. The French wireless station was in Paris, at the top of the 
Eiffel Tower and Frank Wright became so friendly with Commandant Ferrie who ran the 
French Station that the Commandant invited the school master to visit the Eiffel Tower 
and to send a message back to Bugbrooke School.  To a community who had no radios 
or TV or internet, this would have been almost like magic. Messages at that time were 
sent by morse code so Frank and his pupils had to learn the code and some French in 
order to understand what was being said.  Tom Percival from Radio Northampton has 
become interested in the Frank Wright story, and has visited Bugbrooke School and 
talked to the children about the wonders of wireless technology and how Mr Wright’s 
wireless is forerunner to mobile phones and modern ways of communication. So when 
we sat waiting for a signal from France on 17th November 2016  we were all ready to 
appreciate how it must have felt in June 1914 when that message came through. 

At 1.15pm precisely there is a series of bleeps transmitted from the radio receiver 
to a loudspeaker in the hall. Long and short bleeps, morse code, which a member of 
Northampton Radio Club is able to translate “Wright is here” He then returns a message 
saying that we have received it. The message is repeated several times and then a voice 
speaks the message again in French. In Frank Wright’s time there would have been no 
vocal translation, but the listeners in 2016 appreciated it. One boy afterwards said it 
sounded gibberish, as foreign languages often sound to an untrained ear. But all the 
children are amazed and excited to think this is what happened in their school when 
history was made by the schoolmaster and children so long ago. Grateful thanks go to 
Northampton Radio Club, of which Frank Wright was the founder and first president. 
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Members of the club set up the station at the school with the original call sign and made the 
re-enactment possible. Thanks also to Tom Percival for organizing the event. 

Tom Percival is making a documentary for Radio Northampton which should be 
transmitted in the New Year (possibly Feb 5th). 

 Pat Kent’s book about Frank Wright is available from the Community Café. (A Head 
of his Time – Price £10) 
Frank Wright wrote about his experience on the Eiffel tower:- 
The whole place sparkled with electricity, like cages lightening. There was constant 
cracking of sparks from the Induction Coil. It was like being in the centre of a lightening 
storm. Several places were marked ‘Toucher est mort’ – to touch is death. Good 
Northampton boots with thick rubber soles were the safest way of insulating yourself (no 
metal studs) and the best place for your hands was in your pockets. 
Pat Kent 

Campion Update 
As I reflect on all that has happened since the previous edition of the Link, the Christmas 
term was most certainly a very busy one at Campion with our strong tradition of care for 
others being most evident.   In the midst of our teaching and learning, in keeping with our 
theme for the year, 'Care, Commit and Contribute', a range of events have taken place to 
raise funds for charitable causes; we enjoyed Christmas fairs, Christmas jumpers, a Year 
11 rugby match and a staff v student basketball match too - well done to all involved in the 
14-14 draw, a very fair result!  Each one of these events was organised and led by our 
students who continue to demonstrate excellent leadership and organisational skills, 
coupled with a real heart for helping others.  

 It was good to say ‘hello!’ to many family and friends of the school who attended  our 
Christmas concert and children's events.  We celebrated our outstanding sporting 
successes at our annual Sports Awards evening and also welcomed back last year’s Year 
13 students from various Universities and apprenticeships for their special Exam Certificate 
evening. 

 Rehearsals are well underway for our production of the musical ‘Our House’ which 
will be performed on 2nd and 3rd February – we look forward to welcoming you to what 
promises to be two wonderful evenings.   

  2017 is Campion’s Golden Anniversary.  Lots of exciting events are planned so 
please do ‘save the date’ of Saturday 9th September 2017 when we will be holding various 
events at the school including sports, a fete, afternoon tea and a celebratory evening event 
with live music and disco.  Regular updates are posted on our school website so please do 
take a look.  It promises to be a very significant year for all at Campion and we look forward 
to welcoming you to some of the special events we have planned. 
 Best wishes 
Claire Whitmore, Headteacher 

Bugbrooke Scouts 
Scouts have a new leader called Brad. He took over the running of the Scout Group at the 
end of October and has helped the Scouts to obtain their DIY badge by teaching them 
some plumbing. They all learnt how a toilet worked and took apart a tap as well as 
changing the toilet seats and lagged the pipes. A CSI evening was arranged with a body 
found in the ladies toilet, with various clues left around the Scout hut. The Scouts had to 
work together to question the suspects and work out who had committed the crime. They 
all corrected deduced it was the Beaver Leader. For the last night of the term the Scouts 
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met at Boost and had fun bouncing on all the trampolines. Scouts meet at the Scout Hut 
on Mondays at 7.30pm -9pm. If your son or daughter is aged between 10.5 years and 14 
years and would like to try Scouts come along to a meeting to see what Scouting is 
about. 

Beavers have had a fun and interesting term, They have visited Tesco to follow their 
Farm to Fork trail and learn about 
sustainability. They were able to identify 
different sustainability labels and 
also found out why it is important to fish 
for a variety of fish They got to try 
mackerel and sardines, they all agreed 
sardine was their favourite. They 

also learnt about bananas and where 
they were grown and got to blind taste chocolate which they certainly enjoyed. Also this 
term they learnt about rationing in WW2 and were shown medals and implements from 
that period. They also attended the Remembrance Service at St Michael’s church. 
Bonfire night was celebrated by all the Beavers making a sock Guy Fawkes and then 
burning him on the campfire, some of the Beavers did not want to burn their Guys so 
kept them to take home. They then toasted marshmallows over the campfire. Christmas 
was also celebrated with the making of Christmas baubles and decorating snowmen. 
Some of the Beavers attended the District Christmas party in Daventry where they were 
entertained by Magic Mike, played games with Beavers from groups from Daventry 
District, had a buffet meal and then got to meet Father Christmas and receive a present 
each. Some of them attended the annual District carol service where Ryan read one of 
the readings, he read really confidently and did not want me to share the reading with 
him. The end of term ended with a party in the Scout hut with games and songs. We are 
now looking forward to the start of the new term and the Christmas trip to the space 
centre. 
Sue Beckingham   07512765034 

Re: St. Michael and All Angels' Church 
I stayed with my Sister Shan and Brother-in-Law Ken Johnson at 25, West End, for a 
Family Christmas. Whilst there, I attended the Carol Singing on Christmas Eve and 
St. Michael and All Angels' Church for the Communion Service conducted by the 
Revd. Stephen French on Christmas Day morning. I was very impressed with the 
Christmas Decorations in the Church. 
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 With Every Best Wish for a Happy and Healthy New Year to all at Bugbrooke. 
Blwyddyn Newydd Dda. 
 Keith E. Morgan,  
Curator, Trostre Works Tinplate 
Heritage Museum 

 

Thank You Santa 
What a lovely surprise when Father Christmas visited the village and together with his 
elves and helpers toured the streets to the delight of the many children who saw him. 
Thank you Santa and his band of helpers, for finding the time to come to Bugbrooke when 
we know this is such a busy time for you!! 

Here’s hoping you and your helpers will come to see us again in 2017. 
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Christmas Eve Carols on the 

Green,  has become a regu-

lar tradition in Bugbrooke, 

and was again enjoyed by 

many folk. Keith Morgan’s 

picture captures it well. 

Thanks to Gareth Meech and 

Kay Morris for the pictures 

below 
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/Jigsaw 
Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography and Scrabble (three groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 20 February at 2.00pm – ‘Phonographs and Gramophones’ by Bill Grove. The 
history of gramophones, with practical demonstrations by a knowledgeable enthusiast. 
Monday 20 March at 2.00pm – ‘A Policeman’s Lot’ by Alan Rogers, MBE. Amusing tales 
from Alan’s 33 years as a policeman. 
Enquiries to 01327-340954 (Margaret Macintosh). 

Bugbrooke and the Great War 

December 1916/January 1917 — A Very Cold Winter 
100 years ago the winter was said to be the coldest in living memory. For 3 consecutive 
months the mean temperature was below 2° Celsius. The School Log kept by 
headmaster Frank Wright is dominated by problems caused by the cold. On 30th 
January he writes “It is many years since we have experienced such cold...even with the 
addition of coal fires it has been difficult to keep the children warm. I have done my best 
this last two years especially to be economical with the coals and coke, but during the 
last few weeks it has been so very cold.... that I have at last ordered a small fire to be 
lighted in our large school room to last an hour or two, to be lighted at 8 a.m. My 
experience of hot water pipes is this. Their general heat is welcome searching into every 
corner of the room alike, but the heat raised is only 10 degrees higher than the outside 
temperature, let that be what it may.” (He would of course be talking of degrees 
Fahrenheit which translated to Celsius means that if temperatures outside were 
anywhere near freezing the inside temperature would only be in single figures.) 

It was not just here that suffered. For soldiers on the front in France conditions 
were truly terrible. For days on end the ground was frozen hard. At other times the 
problem was water, with flooded trenches and shell holes; and with mud so deep men 
and horses could drown in it. The days were bitter and the nights even worse. Clothing 
and blankets often froze. Heating was not possible in tents; and in forward positions 
braziers and fires were forbidden for fear they would create targets. 

The weather also affected vehicles and transport. Ambulance drivers were forced 
to organise so that a number would be on duty through the night to wind up all the 
engines every 20 minutes to stop them freezing up. 

Germany of course had to endure the weather too, in what there became known as 
the “turnip winter” because food shortages meant that both soldiers and civilians had to 
rely on the humble turnip to survive. 

The severe weather conditions ruled out any major offences during these months. 
However the final engagement of the 303 day long battle of Verdun between German 
and French forces took place on 15-17 December 1916; and in January 1917 the first 
phases of the British raid on the Ancre were begun (though greatly frustrated by the 
conditions). 
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Bugbrooke Man Dies in Salonika 
On 9th December 1916 while serving on the Salonika front, Edwin Bubb received severe 
wounds from which he died three days later on 12th December. Edwin was born in 
Bugbrooke in or about 1894. He and his younger brother, Henry Bubb, volunteered at 
the beginning of the war in August 1914. They were given consecutive service numbers. 
At first they served with the 10th (Prince of Wales Own) Hussars and fought in France in 
the Ypres sector. In November 1915 they were both transferred to the 2nd Gloucester 
Regiment and sent to Salonika. 

We do not know the circumstances in which Edwin received his fatal wounds. His 
regiment had just taken part in an unsuccessful raid on a Bulgarian strong point in an 
engagement known as the Battle of Tumbitza Farm. This is said to have ended on 7th 
December, two days before Edwin is recorded as being wounded. Possibly there was 
just some confusion over the dates; or maybe he was wounded in some separate 
incident. 

Edwin is buried in the Struma Cemetery (the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission records his name as Edward Bubb). His brother Henry continued to serve 
in Salonika for the remainder of the war. They also had a third, older, brother, Charles 
Bubb. He had gone to Australia in 1909 and joined up from there. He served in France 
and became a corporal; he was twice wounded, but survived the war. 
A Little Bit about Salonika 
Salonika is now called Thessaloniki. It is the second largest city in Greece, lying in the 
North Eastern region of Macedonia (not to be confused with the Republic of Macedonia, 
which is one of the new countries formed on the breakup of Yugoslavia). The city is a 
port and has been described as the southern gateway to the Balkans. 

In the autumn of 1915 France and Britain sent an expeditionary force to Salonika in 
a belated attempt to assist our ally Serbia against an invasion by forces from Germany, 
Austria-Hungary and, most significantly, their new ally Bulgaria. The Franco–British force 
arrived too late to save Serbia from being overrun and occupied. However some 
125,000 Serbian troops managed to escape and eventually join the French and British in 
Salonika, where their contribution was to prove significant. 

A curious feature of the Salonika front is that in 1915 Greece was a neutral country. 
Not only that but King Constantine was pro-German (he was married to the Kaiser’s 
sister). However the prime minister Eleftherios Venizelos (Cretan hero of the earlier 
Balkan wars) was pro-Britain and France; and it was he who invited us to Salonika. A 
schism developed in Greece resulting in King Constantine departing the country in June 
1917 and Greece joining the war on our side. 

 On the military side early attempts to advance northwards out of Greece were 
repulsed and our forces retreated and dug in. A vast network of trenches and defences 
was created. This was given the nickname the “Bird Cage”, because of the vast amounts 
of wire that were used. The front attracted some other nicknames too. Some called it the 
“Muckydonian Front” (a pun on its other name of the Macedonian Front). The French 
leader Georges Clemenceau disparagingly called the forces of his own side the 
“Gardeners of Salonika”, because all their energy went into digging rather than 
advancing. The campaign was dogged not only by the maze of Greek politics, but by 
political infighting among the allies, particularly the French who were in overall 
command. Nevertheless Salonika was to play a crucial role in securing victory at the end 
of the war. 

Conditions on the “Muckydonian” front were not good. The main killer was not the 
shell or the bullet, but the mosquito: malaria was rife. The summers were hot and dusty 
and the winters bitterly cold. There were other Bugbrooke men who served in Salonika, 
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including Samuel Warwick and Stephen Howard, both in railway companies of the Royal 
Engineers. The terrain in Macedonia would have seemed very foreign to men from 
Northamptonshire. Much of it was rugged and mountainous, with deep rocky ravines – 
ambush country. But it was also crossed by several rivers, giving way as they neared the 
sea to extensive marshlands (hence the malaria). The Struma Cemetery where Edwin (or 
Edward) Bubb lies is situated about 70 kilometres North East of Thessaloniki and from 
the photographs looks beautiful and well maintained. 
Back in Britain 
In December 1916 the Prime Minister H.H. Asquith resigned and was succeeded by 
David Lloyd George. Nearer home on 19th December 1916 Edwin Gilkes transferred to 
the Machine Gun Corps after having been placed in the reserves when he had joined up 
a year previously, then mobilised for active service in October 1916. He was shortly to be 
sent to France. In the last year of the war he would be wounded and twice gassed; but he 
survived to return to Bugbrooke, get married and live to the age of 79. 
Jim Inch  for the  100 Years Project 

 
If you are interested in World War 1 and the effect it had on design, also if you’re 
interested in Charles Rene Mackintosh look out for a special exhibition to be held at 78, 
Derngate. It is 100 years since Mackintosh, the famous Scottish architect and artist, 
redesigned the house for Mr & Mrs Bassett Lowke, making it an extraordinary home and 
the only house south of the border that Mackintosh designed. Of course he designed 
fabrics, wallpaper, screens, stained glass, clocks, ornaments and furniture too. His work 
and the effect of World War 1 will be on show at 78, Derngate. Exhibits have come from 
all over the country with particular emphasis on the effect of the War. The exhibition runs 
from the beginning of February until the end of April. There are also special lectures and 
workshops. More information available on the website. 
Pat Kent  - secretary  Tel. 01604830518  e-mail tricanal@tiscali.co.uk 

The Wednesday Club 
Happy New Year to everyone. I am writing this on 2nd January, deadline day, as Mary 
who usually does the write-up has been feeling poorly for some time and cannot do it this 
time. We all hope you will be feeling better soon Mary. 

November 16th – Today we enjoyed a different game of Bingo playing for money 
prizes instead of sweets. We were also in party mood as we were celebrating our 
member Shirley Botterill’s 80th Birthday. The hall was decorated with a big banner, 
bunting and balloons by Shirley’s family and they arranged for Pat, one of our tea ladies, 
to make a wonderful buffet tea and birthday cake. Shirley was very lucky winning two 
times on the bingo!  

November 30th was a normal meeting of bingo or cards and afternoon tea. 
December 14th – Our Christmas meal was held today cooked and served by all the 

Wednesday Club Helpers. The tables were festively decorated with pretty tablecloths and 
serviettes, and flower arrangements, the food was delicious, accompanied by wine, 
sherry or fruit juice. In the afternoon we were entertained by Lewis Dellar who has a 
fantastic voice and sang songs from Frank Sinatra and also some Christmas ones. This 
was followed by our grand raffle with tea and mince pies. We finished off with a carol sing
-a-long and were then all in the spirit and ready for Christmas! We would like to thank 
Jonathan Barker from Horts for attending and for their generous contribution towards the 
meal. 

mailto:tricanal@tiscali.co.uk
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If anyone would like to come and join our club just turn up at The Sunday 
School Rooms, Church Lane about 1.45 on February 8th or 22nd, we meet 
fortnightly, or contact Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870. 
Cecilia Darvell  

Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
The Committee would like to thank everyone in Bugbrooke and the surrounding 
area for their support and donations in 2016 which allowed us to distribute vouchers 
to eligible applicants within the village. 

We are holding a Beer and Cider tasting evening with a Sausage and Mash 
supper on Friday 17th March at the Community Centre starting at 7.30pm. 

Tickets will be £12 per person available from Nigel & Valerie Burt (830792) 
and Rosemary Harries (830117) numbers are limited so please book early. 

We look forward to welcoming you to a sociable and enjoyable evening. 
Nigel Burt  (Chairman) 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our annual wine tasting on 2nd December was a sell out, and made a profit of 
£580. Brenda and I actually had to miss the event itself as we were in Africa visiting 
our son, but it obviously went perfectly well without us! So thank you to everyone 
who helped to make the event a success; with especial thanks to Dave Harries who 
once again acted as host for the evening; and not forgetting those who saw to the 
refreshments, organised the raffle, poured the wine etc. And thanks of course to all 
those who supported us by buying the tickets and making it an enjoyable evening. 

Our AGM will be held at 7.30pm on 19th April in the Sunday School. All are 
welcome. 

Our next fund raising event will be a Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz on 7th July at 
the Community Centre. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Music Circle 
This friendly and welcoming group meets on the second Monday in the month at 
Jubilee House, Meadway, Bugbrooke 10.30 - 12.15. 

The members choose the music from classical, choral, jazz, musicals and film. 
There is a short break for a cuppa. 
The cost is £1. 
Dates for Feb -April 
13th Feb.  13th March.  10th April. 

Roy Smith 01604 832715 

Village Profile 
Catherine Parry – Parish Councillor, Volunteer at Community 

Café, retired lawyer and former Parish Clerk 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Kent. My mother died when I was 2 and I was 
sent to live with an elderly (for those days) uncle and aunt (my 
father’s sister) in Wallasey on the Wirral peninsular. My 
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brother stayed with my father. It was thought he couldn’t cope with both of us. My 
aunt had two boys who were 17 years older than me and she wanted a daughter, so 
it was quite convenient, really. I went to school there and then to Liverpool 
University to study law. 
Any particular branch of law? 
I veered towards property law. I had a job in private practice close to my aunt and 
uncle. I met Peter on the Wirral. He was living and working in the North West. When 
he got a job based in Bedford in 1985 we came to live down here. I got a job in 
Milton Keynes in the legal department of Laing Homes, dealing with land 
acquisition, planning issues and other property related matters. Our daughter, 
Anna, was born in 1992. 
While I was in MK, I also did some voluntary mediation work assisting neighbours 
who were in dispute with each other. It was interesting to get people to talk to each 
other in the right way, which was what was needed, and I hope did some good. 
In 2008 I took voluntary redundancy from Taylor Wimpey, into which Laing had 
been absorbed, and became part time parish clerk here and part-time solicitor for a 
firm in Harpenden. I resigned in 2012 because Anna went to New Zealand and I 
wanted to be free to visit her there. 
Then you volunteered for the café?  
Yes, it is a wonderful facility. Including the books. It’s a non threatening place where 
young and old are equally welcome. Volunteers benefit as much as the customers. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
The walks in the countryside and the fact that it is very easy to get to so many 
places.   I also like the fact that we can do so much here, educationally and 
otherwise - U3A for example, and the History Group. I do yoga every week here. It 
isn’t a cliquey village, and I hope is welcoming to everyone who moves here. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
The same as most people, I guess – inconsiderate parking and speeding through 
the village. I am also sad when people buy houses because they want to live in a 
village, and then barricade themselves in with huge suburban locked gates. There’s 
no point in hiding, folks, what we can’t find out about you, we’ll make up! 
Do you have an ambition? 
Yes, I want to be able to do a full lotus position in yoga before my next birthday. I’m 
practising every day. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
I’m not bothered about being remembered, but I would like to be able to help 
improve even a few people’s lives in even small ways. 
Did you feel you were improving lives when you worked for a building company? 
Yes, in a way, because, at least when I started, we were building on brownfield 
sites in and around London and were providing affordable homes.  Houses are 
needed, whatever you feel about where they should be built. I could bore for 
England about why it is not always the developers who are at fault! 
Who do you admire most? 
People who educate themselves, at night school or Open University, or whatever. 
People who put themselves out to do things to improve life or the environment, such 
as Sue and Tony Pace who have been instrumental in providing schools and 
medical facilities in Tanzania, everyone in the village who picks up litter when they 
see it. They show a level of commitment which I don’t have (other than to master 
the lotus position, obviously). 
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What are you most proud of? 
Our daughter Anna. There are no things or achievements I am especially proud of, 
but I am very grateful to have been part of the Community Café over the last 3 years. 
Actually yes – I am quite proud that I can touch my toes and will be very proud indeed 
when I can do the lotus position. In fact I might perform it in public. 
(We’ll remember that Catherine) 
When was your happiest moment? 
Obviously when Anna was born. Also when I realised that Peter wanted my 
telephone number after we had met. Of course, I had led him to believe that I was 
earning lots and lots of money. 
What is your favourite holiday destination? 
West Wales, around Aberystwyth, and South Wales near St Davids. We do go 
abroad but I am just as happy in this country. 
What is your favourite food/restaurant? 
Can’t think of a favourite restaurant. We really must get out more. I will eat anything 
except tripe and insects, or possibly intestines, so no favourites there. I am happy 
with a decent cup of tea and a good bowl of soup. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Plenty, but there is no point in putting it down, because they wouldn’t listen to it. I 
didn't! 
What in life is most important to you? 
Firstly to have a healthy and happy family who can make their own decisions and 
face life with confidence. Secondly to remain healthy myself, in mind and body, for as 
long as possible. Now I must get back to that lotus position…. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Bugbrooke St. Michael’s Football Club 
The teams are all doing well this season with players from the Under 8’s to the 1st XI 
all performing well and giving the club a good reputation for playing good quality 
football. 

The 1st XI are vying with Daventry Town for top spot in the UCL Division One 
whilst the Reserves are 5th in the Reserve Division. The “A” side are holding their 
own in mid table after being promoted up two divisions last year so are doing well, 
whilst the “B” team are also top. 

The youth sides are all performing well and enjoying their games. They are 
performing well in their respective leagues and are getting good coaching from their 
team managers. 

On March 4th there will be another Comedy Night at the clubhouse. These 
events are proving very popular so book your tickets early. These are available from 
Willy Marriott on 831606 or at the club on 830707. 

Trip to the Holy Land: October/November 2017 
This year it is 30 years since I first visited the Holy Land. Since then I have lost count 
of the pilgrimages I have led and the number of visits I have made. 

Visiting the Holy Land is the trip of a lifetime as many people who have 
journeyed with me in the past have discovered. The next pilgrimage I am leading is 
planned for October/November this year. We will be staying in Bethlehem, Jerusalem 
and Tiberias and visiting Nazareth, Masada and the Dead Sea as well as many other 
historic sites. Bookings are already being taken and there are only 20 places 
available, so now is the time to find out more if you think you would like to join me. 
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Some people find the word ‘pilgrimage’ a little daunting because it conjures up 
images of a very formal, restrictive, liturgical experience, but the pilgrimages I lead are 
not like that.  Structured, yes, but with freedom to find space in which to encounter fellow 
travellers, different cultures and the ‘living stones’, who are the people of God’s ‘Holy 
Land’ today.  You don’t need to 
be part of any particular 
re l ig ious t radit ion or a 
committed churchgoer. There is 
no compulsory worship, just the 
same invitation given by the 
angels after the resurrection of 
Jesus to ‘Come see the 
place’ (Matthew 28:6) knowing 
God is with us every step of the 
way. 

Together we will not only 
see the place where his body 
lay but the hills he walked, the 
sights he saw and the people 
who moved him to compassion. 

For a brochure and further details you can phone or text me on 07702033727 or 
email heather@wilson1214.freeserve.co.uk  or just drop a note through my letterbox. 
Revd Heather Wilson, 
12 Ardens Grove 
Rothersthorpe 
NN7 3JJ 

Bugbrooke Community Café News 
Many thanks to those who responded to our request for grant applications. We were able 
to award grants totalling over £4,000 to six local good causes and charities. 

After 28 months of holding our prices, and due to escalating raw material costs, we 
have had to increase them with effect from 1st January. 

We continue to search for a suitable, local candidate to undertake a catering 
apprenticeship with us – if you are interested, please contact Phillippa at the Café. 

Finally, thanks to all our customers for supporting the Café and enabling it to 
reinvest in our communities together with supporting projects in some of the poorest 
parts of the world. 
David Clayson  
Chairman, Bugbrooke Café CIC 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Looking to play cricket in 2017? Join Bugbrooke Cricket Club and start the year by 
attending nets practice in February.   

Dates for nets are:- 
               Junior - Campion - 13/1/17 to 24/3/17. 6pm to 7pm. 
               Senior - County Ground - 01/2/17 to 05/4/17. 8pm to 9pm. 2 lanes 

Contact Peter White on 01604 830452. 

mailto:heather@wilson1214.freeserve.co.uk
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Bugbrooke History Group 
I promised last time to report in this edition about the November Meeting, which was a 
Magic Lantern Show. This sounds very old and fusty, but it turned out to be a triumph. 
Kevin Varsy brought his Magic Lantern to show us pictures about the 1st World War. 
Some were photographs of paintings. War artists were more available than 
photographers. There were also cartoons making contemporary comments on the 
progress of the War. The first set of pictures had been published in England, and 
therefore their main purpose was propaganda, not particularly honesty. The censor had 
obviously been hard at work so there should be no hint of an army that was wounded 
and demoralized. The second group of pictures had been published in America – 
censor free and therefore telling quite a different story. We always like to believe that 
the press tells it as it is, but we know that this isn’t always the case – for a variety of 
reasons. The evening with the Magic Lantern was interesting from beginning to end 
and we hope that Kevin will return one day to show us more of his amazing collection 
of slides. 

Our Winter Walk took place on Monday 3rd January. Unusually the weather was 
perfect – sunny and clear skies, a beautiful day  for more than 40 of us to look at streets 
of Bugbrooke and to find out how, when and why the houses were built. The 
refreshments were pretty good too. If you have never been on one of our History Walks 

you really should try it. It is 
becoming  a  t rad i t iona l 
Bugbrooke Experience. 
Next meeting is February 8th at 
the community Centre when 
Alan Standish, a metal 
detecting expert, is talking 
about Anglo Saxon artefacts 
found in Nether Heyford. 
In April a very special speaker 
has agreed to come. Watch out 
for more information about this. 
Pat Kent 

 
 
 
 

History Group 

walkers out for 

their traditional 

new year stroll 
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Winter can show Bugbrooke at its beautiful best. These pictures of Smiths Lane above by 

Chris Rance and of the sunset through the park on the 3rd January by Linda Sgoluppi show 

that well. 
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More winter pictures from around 

Bugbrooke, that caught our eye on 

the Bugbrooke facebook page for this 

issue. 

 

Katie Berrill took the picture above on 

the path to Rainbow’s Crossing. 

 

Soeli Calvert took the picture on the 

right on a frosty Bugbrooke morning. 
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Cyber Essentials 
This is a new government-backed and industry supported scheme to help businesses 
protect themselves against cyber threats. 

The Cyber Essentials free download and list of Accreditation Bodies can be found 
on the Cyber Essentials web, (located on Cyber Streetwise): 
www.cyberstreetwise.com/cyberessentials  
Take Five Campaign 
To help online shoppers avoid falling victim to financial fraud, the Take Five campaign 
is advising: 

Take Five before you buy. If you are using a retailer for the first time, always take 
time to research them before you give them any of your details. Be prepared to ask 
questions before buying. 

Trust your instincts – if an offer looks too good to believe then there is usually a 
catch. Be suspicious of prices that are too good to be true. 

Be sure you know who you are dealing with. Always access the website you are 
planning to buy from by typing the address into your web browser, and be wary of 
clicking on links in unsolicited emails. 

Look for the padlock symbol in the address bar. It’s a good indication that they’re 
reputable. 

Only use retailers you trust, for example ones you know or have been 
recommended to you. If you’re buying an item made by a major brand, you can often 
find a list of authorized sellers on their official website. 
Weather Warning 
As the weather has already delivered several very cold nights, it is appropriate to warn 
of the dangers of defrosting cars by leaving the engines running and then going indoors 
to keep in the warm. 

Cars left in this manner advertise that they have the engine running with the exhaust 
“steaming” and it takes little time for a thief to sit in the car and trip the central locking, 
making it almost impossible to retrieve the situation. 

Please also be aware that a car left in this manner is not likely to be insured as care 
has not been taken to keep it secure. 
“Phishing” Alert 
Fraudsters are sending out a high number of phishing emails to personal and business 

40 
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email addresses with the message subject heading ‘Crime Prevention Advice’. The email 
sender is potentially spoofing a Metropolitan Police email address, showing the sender 
as ‘cime@content.met.police.uk’. 
The email contains the following text: 

“TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC; 
See attached document to read more about crime prevention advice. 
Regards, 
Metropolitan Police Service.” 
email includes an attachment titled ‘11212527,zip’. 
This attachment contains malicious content which downloads the ISPY key logger to 

the victim’s device. This key logger records keystrokes, steals passwords stored in the 
web browsers and Skype conversation records, takes pictures via webcam and stores 
the license keys of software like Microsoft Office and Adobe Photoshop. 
Protection 
Don’t click on links or open any attachments you receive in unsolicited emails or SMS 
messages. Check the email header via https://mxtoolbox.com/Public/Content/
EmailHeaders/# 

Always install software updates as soon as they become available. 
Most anti-virus software contains an ‘anti-spyware’ scan which may be able to detect 

key loggers. 
Create regular backups of your important files to an external hard drive, memory stick 

or online storage provider. 
If you think your bank details have been compromised, you should immediately 

contact your bank. 
If you have been affected by this, or any other fraud, report it to Action Fraud by 

calling 0300 123 2040, or visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk  
Telephone Scam 
A fraudster, claiming to be calling from BT, asks if the customer is receiving any nuisance 
calls and if so would they like them ‘blocked’? If, after a friendly conversation, the 
customer agrees to the calls being ‘blocked’, the fraudster requests the customer’s credit 
card details. 
Please Note: BT are not carrying out any such activity, therefore, be wary of any 
unsolicited calls and NEVER give your details to someone on the telephone. 
Lloyds Bank Scam 
Lloyds Bank customers should be on the lookout for a new sophisticated fraud that 
involves fraudsters sending fake bank letters. 

The convincing letters being sent are a replica template from Lloyds and include their 
logo, address and signature from a customer service representative. 

The letter tells recipients that there have been some ‘unusual transactions’ on their 
personal account and asks them to call a number highlighted in bold to confirm they are 
genuine. 

When victims call the number, an automated welcome message is played and the 
caller is asked to enter their card number, account number and sort code followed by 
their date of birth. Victims are then instructed to enter the first and last digit of their 
security number. 

The bank has confirmed that the phone number and letters are fake. 
The letters are essentially a sophisticated phishing attempt and serve as a warning to 

consumers to question written correspondence from their banks. 
Non-dwelling Burglaries 
Daventry District have recently experienced a surge in crimes targeting sheds, garages 
and farms involving the theft of tools or farm equipment. 
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The public can help by: 
Seeing how easy it is to see garden tools in their shed or garage. How easy would it 

be to break in? Insurance for thefts without signs of forced entry? 
Increasing security. For less than £50.00 a movement sensor alarm could be fitted 

which texts and phones the owner when activated. 
Report vans and people which/who look out of place around farms and rural areas, 

(999 is appropriate in these circumstances). 
Report to the Police any incidents of cheap plant or garden machines being sold in 

the community. 
‘No Money’ Con 
At least three times recently around Northampton, people have been approached by a 
man claiming to have no money and looking to exchange a cheap ring for cash or 
petrol for his car. Indeed, in the latter case, which occurred near Dodford on the A45, 
the ‘Good Samaritan’ took the conman to a garage and filled him up. 

On the second occasion, the lady stopped by the conman noticed a child in the 
man’s car and contacted the police, and in the third situation the victim, when shown 
an empty wallet, noticed that there was a debit card, and suggested the ‘beggar’ use it 
to draw his own money. 
Criminal Damage 
Recently two cars have been ‘keyed’, from front to back, whilst parked in Bugbrooke 
High Street adjacent to the new house built next door to the Bakers Arms.  

In one case the person has been parking their car in this position for years with no 
problem up until recently. 

These incidents have been reported to the Police, but extra care should be taken 
and extra vigilance employed if you wish to park in this area for any length of time. 
Particularly overnight. 
Neighbourhood Watch Membership 
We are always looking to expand our membership, for more and more we are going to 
need to look after each other as the cover from our friends in blue recedes. This 
involves no effort on your part other than to supply me with your name, address, and 
email address. I, as coordinator for Bugbrooke, will add you to the scheme and keep 
you up-dated by passing on immediately the information I receive from NHW and the 
Police. You in turn can, if you wish, can keep me informed of incidents for which you 
become aware in your part of the village. 

Promise, no meetings and no leafleting. 
STOP PRESS 
NHW and the Police have been advised by APPCO Group Support that they will be 
conducting a fundraising programme for Great Ormond Street Hospital Children’s 
Charity and the British Heart Foundation within the South Northamptonshire Area until 
the 29th January 2017. 

This advice does not override the usual caveats regarding opening doors to 
strangers, especially vulnerable persons. The rule still applies, “If in doubt, do nowt”. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR to one and all. 

January and February Medical Practice Newsletter 
NEW REGISTRARS On the 7th December Dr Kumar joined the practice as an ST1 
and Dr Sykes as an FY 2. Drs Mark, Rai and Packianathan left the practice in 
December having contributed to the well being of the practice patients whilst they were 
at the surgery. OTHER STAFF NEWS As reported earlier in the year, Dr Toplis is now 
a permanent member of the team at the practice. Max Turland has returned to work in 
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the dispensary after a long absence. SURGERY CLOSURES Staff Training Days from 
12.30pm - Wednesday 11th January, Wednesday 8th February, Wednesday 8th March. 
Please bear these dates in mind if you are collecting prescriptions from the surgery. For 
urgent medical problems call NHS out of hours on 111 or for life-threatening 
emergencies call 999. WINTERY CONDITIONS Already December has been a 
reminder that Winter is just around the corner. PLEASE TAKE EXTRA CARE in the 
practice car park when visiting the surgery in icy weather.  

 The medical practice team recommend that their patients choose the right service 
for medical care, and have issued the following guidelines:- A & E: chest pains, heavy 
bleeding, can't breath, serious burns. Emergency services are very busy; they should 
only be used in very serious or life threatening situations. GP SURGERY Vomiting, ear 
pain, sore belly, backache, cuts, strains, itches, sprains. PHARMACIST diarrhoea, 
runny nose, painful cough, headache. Visit your local pharmacy when you are suffering 
from a common health problem that does not need to be seen by a Nurse or a Doctor. 
SELF-CARE hangover, grazes, sore throat, cough, cold. Self-care is the best choice to 
treat very minor illnesses & injuries. Ensure your medicine cabinet is well stocked. NHS 
DIRECT (Tel 0843 850 2079) unwell, unsure, confused, need help. Contact NHS Direct 
if you are ill or have a question about your health or the health of a family member or 
friend NHS OUT OF HOURS (Tel 111) Use this service if you need the urgent attention 
of a GP in the evenings after 6.30pm and at the weekend. CHOOSING WELL 
ENSURES THAT YOU WILL GET THE TREATMENT YOU NEED IN THE SHORTEST 
TIME, REDUCING PRESSURE ON ESSENTIAL NHS SERVICES. 

PATIENTS PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) The PPG is a patient-driven group 
and they desperately need patients who are willing and able to take on the 
administrative duties of running the group. The group currently needs a chairperson and 
a secretary who can co-ordinate meetings and communicate between members of the 
group, staff at the surgery and Bugbrooke patients in general. If you would be interested 
in taking on an active role in the group please contact Sam Masters sam.masters@gp-
k83070.nhs.uk at the surgery. 
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WHAT FUTURE FOR THE BAKERS ARMS? 

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING 

MONDAY 6TH FEBRUARY AT 7.30 P.M. 

At Bugbrooke Community Centre, Camp Close. 

In 2016 the Parish Council registered The Bakers Arms as an Asset of Community Value.  

Notice has now been given that the owners intend to dispose of the freehold and Councillors 

are concerned about what may happen to the building when it is sold.   

Do you have any ideas about the future of the pub? 

 Should it be retained as a pub in the centre of the village?  

 What about a “community pub”?  

 Could it become a new shop? 

If you have any interest in what happens to our village,  

PLEASE do come along to the meeting. 



48 



49 

Stan’s First Flood Bike 
On leaving Bugbrooke School Easter 1954, to go and work for Mr Harold Ward 
learning the trade of Ladder Making, alongside of the Undertaking side of the 
Business. Over the winter months from 1954 to spring 1955, the brook broke its banks 
over five times, several times it was to flood the shop out to a depth of over a foot of 
water as the water came along the retaining wall of the Church Yard over the road 
and into a deep ditch that ran behind the cottages of Mr Ward’s mother and father’s 
home, along the rear of the workshop and into Adams farm field  whereby it could not 
get through the Old Roman Bridge hole as it was too small, also against the Roman 
Road that one time ran from the Byre farmhouse all the way up to the Watling Street, 
hence it flooding out the workshop. 

Job Description 

Job Title  Deputy Clerk to Bugbrooke Parish Council 

 Reporting  to   The Clerk to Bugbrooke Parish Council 

 Salary   £9.054 per hour 

 Hours of Work 16 Hours per month but times of work are negotiable. 

Permanent, part-time.  Potential increase in hours over time. 

Key Duties and Responsibilities 

To maintain a database of street lighting in Bugbrooke and arrange for repairs as  

necessary. 

To maintain the Council’s website. 

To maintain the Council’s finances on a day to day basis. 

To liaise with the Parish Clerk on a regular basis to discuss progress of the current 

work and new items for attention. 

To deputise for the Parish Clerk including the day-to-day running of the office. 

In the absence of the Clerk to attend meetings of the Council, prepare draft minutes 

thereafter and carry out any urgent follow-up work in consultation with the Chairman 

(or Parish Clerk if then present). 

Ad hoc administrative and project based duties. 

To study reports and other data on activities of the Council and where appropriate dis-

cuss such matters with specialists and to produce reports to aid Council decision 

making. 

To attend any training course relevant to the role as required by the Council. 

General Duties and Responsibilities – to undertake such other duties commensurate with 

the level of the post and job purpose are required from time to time. 

Note:  Attendance at meetings and events involves occasional evening and weekend  
work. 
Applications should be submitted to the Clerk to Bugbrooke Parish Council 01604 832838 
Monday and Tuesdays 
Interviews will take place on Monday 27th and Tuesday  28th February 2017 
(Please indicate in your covering letter if you will be unable to attend an interview on these 
dates) 
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 Many a time everyone 
from the workshop had 
to walk down the 
stream after the flood 
had gone down 
collecting timber that 
had floated off. 
 Due to not being able 
to get through the 
flood water without 
getting my feet wet 
while going back and 
forth to work on a 
normal bicycle, I 
constructed  one that 
could. My mark one 
flood bike. 
Stanley Clark 
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Announcements 
 

Annie Boswell. I would like to thank everyone who sent me cards during my stay in 
hospital. Also thank you very much for the Christmas cards. A Happy New Year to you 
all. 
Groves-Kirkby. Congratulations and love to Nick and Anna on their engagement.  We 
are looking forward to a summer wedding in Bugbrooke. 

Bertha, Chris and Steve 
 

Diary  

February       

2 & 3 7.30pm Our House  performance Campion 

5 11a.m. Documentary on Frank Wright Radio North-

ampton 

6 7.30pm Future of the Bakers Arms C.C. 

6 7.30pm W.I. Woodturning C.C. 

7 6pm Documentary on Frank Wright Radio North-

ampton 

8 1.45pm Wednesday Club S.S. 

8 7.30pm History Group Metal Detecting on Saxon 

Sites 

C.C. 

13 10.30am Music Circle J.H. 

20 2pm U3A Phonographs & Gramophones C.C. 

March       

6 7.30pm W.I. Women in Islam C.C. 

13 !0.30am Music Circle J.H. 

17 7.30pm OAP Xmas gifts Beer & Cider Tasting C.C. 

20 2pm U3A - A policeman’s lot C.C. 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels,  SS - Sunday School,   VH - Village Hall,  JH – Jubilee Hse 
BC - Bugbrooke Chapel,   NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall,  CC - Community Centre   
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