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4 

 
 



5 

 

 



6 

 



7 

 

Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 206), October 2017 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
 
 

I’ll keep it brief because there’s so much to cram into this issue of 
the magazine. 

The range of articles is wonderful and shows what a thriving and interesting village 
we have. 

We’re really sorry if we can’t get everything in this time, but we’ll do what we can. 
The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 06 

November 2017, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 

preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The Parish Council has been asked to comment on a proposed Strategic Rail Freight 
Interchange near Northampton. The options are either to develop land off the A43 
between Blisworth and Milton Malsor or off the A508 adjacent to junction 15 of the M1 
(between the motorway and Roade). The Parish Council felt it was a better option to 
support the area needs, the M1 junction would be a preferred strategic option and less 
intrusive on local villages and roads. 

With winter approaching it is time to make sure any hedges that encroach on public 
footpaths are cut back so they do not impede pedestrians.  There is also concern about 
some potential obstructions being allowed to impede the flow of the brook.  It is 
important that all obstructions, including tree branches, are removed from the banks so 
that the water flows quickly through the village at times of flood. 

There is still some money left from the Village Enhancement Fund relating to the 
new homes in Bugbrooke. If you have any ideas about village enhancement projects 
please contact the Clerk. The renovation of the Butts Hill bus shelter has now been 
completed, thanks to funding provided by Persimmon Homes via the County Council.  
Councillors are now looking at how much it would cost to carry out a partial 
refurbishment of the Wagon and Horses green bus shelter. 

Hopefully everyone has enjoyed seeing the hanging baskets along the High Street.  
They will be there for a few more weeks, and then next year we hope for an even better 
display. 

New Homes Bonus funding will be discussed at a meeting of the South Northants 
Grants Panel in October. Village organisations have made three applications to go 
forward for consideration of a share of the money. They are – the Rugby Club looking for 
a contribution towards the £250,000 cost of improvements to their facilities; the Football 
Club looking for a contribution towards air conditioning installation to improve sound 
insulation at the club, to minimise noise pollution in the neighbourhood and the 
Community Centre looking for a contribution towards the upgrading and refurbishment 
of the kitchen facilities. 

Front Page: Geoff Dixon took this picture on a beautiful  morning  in August at 5.30am  
on the Gayton  Road out of Bugbrooke.. 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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Letters to the Editor 
Hi. 
On the 30/8 my wife and I travelled from Redhill, Surrey to Yorkshire to go on 
holiday & stopped off at Bugbrooke for a break & also to look around the church, 
graveyard & village as my grandparent Ellen Harriet Johnson lived in Bugbrooke 
and I thought I might find some family history details. 

I’m so glad I did, what a lovely village & community, much better than a 
motorway service station. 

The Five Bells was shut and I was hoping for a coffee, the landlady popped 
her head out of the window, said no problem and served me and my wife with a 
coffee in the garden. I then looked around the church and I must say I found it so 
refreshing that the grounds were well kept. I found a few surnames which are in my 
family - Johnson, Moore & Eales, The booklet on war dead was amazing. Lastly 
after we wandered around the village, we went back to The Five Bells for lunch, it 
was the best Sunday roast we have ever had. 
Many thanks. 
Alan Harding 

 
Clearing ivy from a gravestone in the churchyard, 
I found this amazing inscription.  William  Reeve 
died in 1647 aged 107. Amazing today but 
miraculous back then. The gravestone is under 
the rhododendron tree by the north west corner of 
the churchyard.  
Peter Clarke 

 
Once again "road closure” signs have appeared. 
Diversions pop up like mushrooms, that result in a 
3 or 4 mile daily trip to get home. Over the last 
few years we have been plagued with roadworks / 
tragic lights etc. not a week goes by without the village being disrupted. What 
annoys me most is the fact that whatever is being done, is in the same area that 
has been dug up many times before. Surely a newsletter could be sent to 
households, ref forthcoming disruptions. I presume schools and Heygates are made 
aware of the road  shutting activities. 
Eric Medcraft , 40 Georges Avenue 

Seek and You Shall Find!  
As I was growing up in the 1950’s and 1960’s and being a true 
Midlander, as a family we would see the sea once a year when we 
went on holiday.  
As we went to a different place each year there was always the thrill 
of being the first in the car to see the sea and then on the first full 
day, hunting down the local Woolworths so the proverbial bucket 
and spade and plastic sandals could be purchased!  
However, the first time I went to Southport (just up from Liverpool 
and shy of Blackpool) we were there almost a week before we saw 
the sea, as the tide goes out for what seems to be miles!  
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Many years later, when on holiday in Southport with my young family, my three 
year old daughter Johanna became frustrated at not being able to see the sea and 
asked if we could find it. We started to walk and after about five minutes she asked, 
“How much further is it to the sea?” A question she kept repeating for the next fifteen 
to twenty minutes! Eventually with a deep sigh and a shrug of the shoulders she 
exclaimed “Dad, I don’t think I want to see the sea today.” So we turned round and 
made our weary way back.  

The last time I was in Southport I made my mind up to complete that same 
journey Johanna and I abandoned all those years ago. After walking for what seemed 
like an eternity, there it was in front of me in all its majestic beauty, awesome power 
and size, with the added bonus of an almost cloudless blue sky to the distant horizon. 
The payoff was well worth the journey and the trek back!  

I often hear people talking about God in the abstract and blame him for being a 
non-interventionist God who is often remote and unapproachable!  

This is not my experience, especially in stressful times. However, I have found 
that the closeness and majesty of God is revealed in Christ when I make the journey 
to meet him. The ultimate reward, like finding the sea, is awesome and his Love, 
Grace, Peace and Presence is all-enveloping!  

Jesus says in Mathew Chapter 7 v 6 ‘Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks 
receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened.  

This is not a promise from a non-interventionist God, but a promise that invites us 
to go on a journey which has an eternal dimension.  

Why not start taking that journey and be blessed by the presence of the One True 
Living God? The Payoff is beyond words, and just like the sea, He is always there. We 
just have to make the effort.  
Grace and Peace  
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

Tree of Eternal Light Service, 4pm Sunday December 3rd   
Bugbrooke St Michael and All Angels Church 
At this service a Christmas tree covered in lights, each one representing the life of 
someone dear to us, provides a focus for the deep feelings people face at this time of 
year. Christmas is always a time when we remember family members and close 
friends who are no longer able to share the celebrations with us.  

The lights will shine out in memory of people from all walks of life. Some will have 
been closely connected with the Church, many of them will not have had any such 
connection during their lifetime, but their family and friends find the Tree of Eternal 
Light a fitting way to remember their lives at Christmas time. During the service the 
lights will be turned on and will continue to shine in the church throughout Christmas. 
Many people find comfort in writing messages on gold stars, which they hang on the 
tree after the service. The names of all those who are remembered will be read out 
during the service and will appear in a Book of Remembrance that can be viewed 
afterwards and throughout the Christmas period. We hope you will be able to stay for 
a cup of tea or coffee and mince pies after the service.  

All we ask is that you give a donation for each person you remember. All 
donations will be divided equally between Northampton General Hospital Oncology 
Unit, Edward’s Trust (Set up in 1989 by Peter and Hilary Dent in memory of their son 
Edward, who died aged 7 of cancer at Birmingham Children’s Hospital. Over 25 years 
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later the Trust still continues to provide much needed support to bereaved families.) 
and St Michael and All Angels Church, Bugbrooke.  

Please give names to be remembered, a contact telephone number and 
donations, by Thursday 30th November to the Church Office, Sunday School Building, 
Church Lane, Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3PB (tel 830373), or The Rectory, 
Church Lane, Bugbrooke. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Bugbrooke PCC’.  
Thank you, Judy Smith and Stephen French  

Bugbrooke  OAP’s  Christmas Gift Scheme 
In this edition of LINK you will find the application form for the Gift Voucher that is 
available to all pensioners residing in the village aged 65 and over. We are pleased to 
be able to confirm that the Gift Voucher will remain at £10 this year. This has been 
made possible by our fundraising events and the generosity of local businesses, 
organisations and individuals which through their generosity has enabled the scheme 
to continue. 

By the time that you read this we will have held our annual ‘wine tasting’ evening 
and the committee will then be planning to look at ways to increase our funds by the 
various other events that we try to organise throughout the year for the enjoyment of 
all who participate. We always welcome all to attend these enjoyable occasions and 
please contact any of the committee members (names are on the gift voucher form) 
for more information about the forthcoming events planned in the New Year. 
Nigel Burt,  Chairman 

Bugbrooke Church Village Fete 2017 
This being the first year the fete has been organised 
without Gill, we were rather concerned as to how things 
would go. 

We need not have worried, as the help from those 
who gave us their time and support by manning stalls, 
providing transport and equipment, was amazing. Things 
went smoothly and we owe a big thank you to all 
involved. 

The weather was perfect and our new stalls Pimms 
and Wood Turning both proved to be very popular, it was 
surprising how busy it was and turned out to be the best 
year ever. 

This year’s Rose Queen was Alice Freed from the 
second Bugbrooke Brownies attended by Amelia 
Crampton and Grace Humphries from the first Bugbrooke Brownies. Also a big thank 
you goes to Emma for providing and decorating her car so beautifully. 
June & Ian Farrington 

The Wednesday Club 
28th June – Hello everyone. Just a normal meeting today with our usual bingo or a 
game of cards and a raffle, then afternoon tea. We sang Happy Birthday to one of our 
members and said prayers for those who could not be there because of illness. We 
talked about one of our forthcoming events — a garden party to be held in the Sunday 
School garden, we are all praying for good weather. 

12th July – For the first time in many years our Garden Party turned out to be a 
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huge success, the weather was sunny, warm and beautiful. At most recent Garden 
Parties it had rained or the weather had been too cold to have it outside. The lovely trees 
in the garden provided all the shade we needed! At the start we had a bring and buy stall 
where we could buy selected articles of bric-a-brac etc. We had a quiz which everyone 
joined in and enjoyed. This was followed by a glass of Pimms, sandwiches and a variety 
of cakes and meringues piled high with strawberries, it was just as good as being at 
Wimbledon! Many thanks to all our wonderful committee members who organised our 
beautiful Garden Party and our bus drivers for seeing us safely home. 

26th July – Today was our normal meeting, then no more meetings through August 
because of holidays. We meet again on 6th September. 

Sadly we were told the news that one of our members Shirley Botterill had passed 
peacefully away, she will be sincerely missed by her friends and all members of the 
Wednesday Club.  

If anyone would like to join our Wednesday Club which is held fortnightly just turn 
up at The Sunday School Rooms, Church Lane about 1.45pm on 18th October or 
contact Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870. 
Anne Howard   

Bugbrooke WI  
Firstly, an apology. The names on the Millennium Mosaic photo in the August LINK are 
incorrect. They should read, clockwise from front, Sylvia Oates, Ruby Coles, Diane 
Bradbury and Joan Chester.  Sorry for the mistake. 

 So, it’s still summer as we write this on August Bank Holiday Monday which is 
very welcome. 

 In July our Committee were treated to a cold supper prepared by the members 
who had made the hall very welcoming as it was a little chilly to sit in the garden of the 
Sunday School. This was greatly appreciated by the Committee and a good evening was 
had by all of us. 

 The Church Fete saw us busy as usual on our stall providing much needed 
refreshments.  Thank you to all who helped us with setting up, manning the stall and 
clearing up afterwards. 

 10 Members enjoyed our visit to Towcester Brewery in August. A very interesting 
and informative tour followed by a drink in the bar and a complimentary pint to take 
home. 

 Neil McMahon is coming in September to present a talk on how old police cases 
can be solved by using new technology. 

 Our Annual Meeting on October 2nd will be slightly different this year as we plan 
to start with a take-away supper before settling down to the serious business in hand. 

 For our November meeting on Monday 6th we have Debby Horsman to tell the 
intriguing story of Ernest Shackleton’s forgotten men. Most people have heard of 
Shackleton’s expedition but may not be aware of these men.  All are very welcome to 
join us for this meeting. 

 We still meet at the Community Centre, in the lounge, at 7.30 on the first Monday 
of the month unless this is a Bank Holiday when we meet on the second Monday.  There 
is a charge of £4.50 for visitors. 
For further information please contact Carole Bowling on 01604 832421. 
Brenda Astell and Muriel Smith 
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/Jigsaw 
Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (three 
groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 16 October at 2.00pm – ‘The Story of the RMS Titanic’ by John Sutton. The 
reasons for this disastrous voyage, its consequences and the rôles of key figures. 
Monday 20 November at 2.00pm – ‘Life in Music’ by Andy Smith. A song-writing multi-
instrumentalist with a car-load of instruments to entertain the audience. 
Enquiries to 01327-340954 (Margaret Macintosh) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Seventeen members attended the South Midlands Area Emerald Anniversary at 
Coombe Abbey. It was a great day with a delicious lunch, shopping and a 
demonstration by the fantastic Jonathan Moseley. 

In November our club is hosting the Area AGM at Sedgebrook Hall, Chapel 
Brampton. It will be a special day as our president Simone Squire will take over as Area 
Chairman. 

We invite you to join us at our monthly meetings and watch demonstrations by 
NAFAS Area or National Demonstrators. You may be lucky and win one of the 
arrangements in the raffle.  

Our meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at 7.45pm in Nether 
Heyford Village Hall. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 23rd October when Jackie Charnock presents 
"Embellishment of Nature". There will be a competition - an all foliage arrangement.  On 
27th November Gill McGregor will bring some "Christmas Sparkle". 
For more information please ring Dianne on 01604 830063 or Simone on 01327 342167 
or follow us on facebook. 

Bugbrooke Family Morning 
Bugbrooke Family Morning is for pre-school children and their mums, dads, 
grandparents or carers. The children can enjoy playing with our toys, painting pictures 
or playing with play-dough. Each child will also be offered a drink and biscuit during the 
morning. 

There is tea, coffee or squash for the adults and time to catch up with friends or 
make new ones whilst the children play. 

Come along and join us in the Bugbrooke Sunday School rooms (the same 
building as the community cafe), Church Lane on Thursday mornings between 9 am 
and 11 am during term time. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
Gerry Clarke and team 

 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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Moores Close Mash Up 
Never let it be said that residents past and present of Moores Close let rain get in the way 
of a good party.  The ‘monsoon’ struck on 22 July, but spirits were high as preparations 
got underway with bunting, signs, games …. 

 
…and the all important beer fridge. 
 

 
50 years ago, the first resi-
dents moved into Moores 
Close, with street parties 
featuring throughout its 
history, friends past and 
present joined in the cele-
brations.   
 

 
 
With BBQ’s at the ready… 
 
…and a cake for pudding 

 
Celebrations contin-
ued into the night.  A 
big thank you to all 
that organised, helped 
at the party and to all 
those who came. 
Rose Berkshire 
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Linda Sgoluppi took this picture 
of felled Heygate willows.  The 
Heygate family have been in-
volved in growing Willows along 
the bank of the Bugbrooke Brook 
since 1990. They are grown for 
Wrights of Essex who make 
cricket bats that have been used 
by Essex County Cricket Club, 
certain England players and 
many other clubs. 

Atmospheric pictures from around Bugbrooke, by Jason Bickers and Chris Rance 
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Bugbrooke Guides 
We wanted to print our gratitude and sing the praise of the ex-guides who came to join 
us on July 6th for a careers evening. The evening went so well ; rather like the format of 
speed dating the current guides rotated around the tables, where they got the 
opportunity to ask questions or just listen to the journey the past guides had taken to get 
to where they are now. 

One key factor was ‘had Girl Guiding helped them achieve’ all said it had. So I 
would like to say a big thank you to : 

Anya Hartgroves who works in Office furniture sales 
Charlie Evans, a Graphics Designer 
Isobel Evans, a newly qualified Dentist 
Evie Russel starting her new career as a primary school teacher 
Elaine Huckle, who is an Electrician 
Helen Chick, a Marketing Manager 
Emma Walker, studying Medicine at University 
Chloe Betts, who is doing an Engineering apprenticeship 
Samantha Dyson, a Community Police officer 
Emily Betts, a Midwife. 
Good luck to all in their futures. It was so useful to hear first-hand experience of 

different avenues the girls could take and how guiding gave them a good start. 
We welcome 6 new girls for our autumn term which also includes: games, junk 

modelling, making apple pies, visiting the pet store and an early Christmas craft. A real 
treat will be to camp in the grounds of Warwick Castle at the end of September along 
with other Guides from the County. 
Jane, Helen and Chloe 

History Group 
The 30th July and our Summer Walk. At 1 p.m. it is raining hard but by 2 p.m. the rain 
has cleared and 24 people (carrying anoraks and brollies) set off from the Sunday 
School to enjoy a bracing walk and find out more about the village. Dave Hewitt led the 
walk. His knowledge of trees is unsurpassed, and as the theme was Transport through 
the Ages, particular attention was given to the A5 (Watling Street – Roman Road), Grand 
Union Canal opened in 1805, Railway constructed 1838, and Drovers Road (don’t know 
the date). The weather was sunny but not too hot (or too cold) and the drink and snacks 
in the Sunday School were a pleasant way to end the afternoon. For those who missed it 
we hope you will come next year, or before that on our Winter Walk. 

There is always something exciting about digging up the past. Stan Clark 
remembers the Roman site which is now under the dual carriageway between Harpole 
and the M1. Here there was a Roman Villa, Roman Bath house and mosaic flooring. 
There have been several ‘digs’ going on in Northamptonshire and neighbouring 
counties. Members of the History Group are often invited to take part. 

John Perkins has written a history of Campion School to celebrate its Fifty Year 
Anniversary. At £10 it is a bargain. Make sure you buy one. 

Also we have a number of copies of Pictorial Bugbrooke 1930 – 1980. Price £10. 
Contact me if you would like one. 

Our next meeting is September 13th 7.30p.m. at the Community Centre when Kate 
Wills – a popular speaker – will talk about the collection of news. ‘Mixed Messages’ 
Entrance is £3 or you can pay £10 for a whole year of meetings. Our November Meeting 
will be on Nov. 8th. Look out for details. 
Pat Kent  (secretary)  Tel. 830518 
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Village Profile 
John Thomason, Trustee of Bugbrooke Chapel, director of TBS 
Building Supplies. 
You now live in Flore but have you ever lived in Bugbrooke? 
Yes.  For about 20 years, including the Hall, Cornhill, the Manse and 
Almond Close. Also I’ve lived in Milton Keynes for six years and in 
1998 we moved to a large community house in Flore. Now we live in 
a small bungalow in Flore. I was born in Harpole. My father was 
Baptist Minister of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe and a 
friend of Noel Stanton. My father suggested I went to Bugbrooke 
Chapel to find out what was going on, and I liked it so I moved to 
Bugbrooke in 1972 when I became more involved in the Fellowship. 
The charismatic movement was divisive because of things like speaking in tongues and  
waving your arms in the air. Either you went with it or against it. Some thought it was the 
spirit of God, some thought it the work of the devil. So the Chapel congregation split, 
which happened with many charismatic churches, not just Bugbrooke. My Dad was up 
for it and so was I. I was one of the pioneers of the movement towards communal living. 
There is a move now to be more welcoming and to bring people back to the Chapel, and 
to right any perceived wrongs. 
When did you meet Avril? 
She was a nurse, trained in Oxford, and came to this area to work. She wanted a 
charismatic church and was advised to go to Bugbrooke. We married in 1976. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Mixed. I was part of a large family, 7 brothers and sisters. We were not well off. 
Where did you go to school? 
Harpole, then Northampton Grammar School, I passed the 11plus. And then Imperial 
College London where I got a degree in Mechanical Engineering. I got a scholarship to 
study abroad with the British Council, but wasn’t allowed a visa (it was a communist 
country) and so got a job at Timkens, and came back to Harpole. 
What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
It has a mix of people and it isn’t a snobby village. People are friendly. 
I have always lived with a community, always been surrounded by people I know, 
always known and spoken to everyone in the village. We have now moved to a 
bungalow in Flore and I’m getting to know people here which is good, but it still feels 
strange. 
What are you most proud of? 
Firstly of the Jesus Fellowship and how it’s grown, and also of the Plumbing and Heating 
Company we set up. I taught myself the skills needed from a book, so that I could be of 
practical help in our houses (the Hall and Cornhill in particular) and we set up SKAINO 
Services which provides employment and training and now has a turnover of £1.2 
million. 50% of profit goes to charity, not to share holders. Some of this helps to support 
the Jesus Centre in Northampton helping needy people there. Avril is involved there with 
organising ESOL – teaching English to immigrants. 
When was your happiest moment? 
My baptism which made God real to me.  Also the birth of my children, we have five. 
Especially the birth of Hannah. I was not present at her birth so didn’t suffer the pain, but 
was given this beautiful clean baby when I arrived a short time later. It was a beautiful 
moment. 
Do you have an ambition? 
I have done many things in the community and in business. I am also an Inventor and 
have patented several of my successful inventions. I have one now concerning reducing 
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heat loss from engine exhausts, which would help the environment, which I would like 
to be taken up by a manufacturer. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
The Bible. 
Do you enjoy music or sport? 
I play the piano and am learning the violin. I enjoy jogging (twice a week) and 
swimming. 
Who do you admire most? 
Terry Waite for obvious reasons, and also James Dyson because he has persevered 
with his inventions and he now does a lot for young people. He has funded schools 
and colleges. 
What is your favourite food or restaurant? 
I’m not a restaurant goer but I went sea fishing in Whitby once with my son, Daniel, 
and we caught mackerel and cod and we cooked it on the barbecue, and ate it and it 
was wonderful. 
If you could start again what career would you choose?  
I would not choose another way. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
As a man who helped people to connect with God and to love each other. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Be respectful of others, and be creative. Make sure you are not absorbed in internet 
entertainment, computer games etc. Don’t just be passive, watching TV, be creative. 
What in life is most important to you? 
To live a life which is pleasing to God and good for other people. 
Interviewer Pat Kent 

Jesus Fellowship Bugbrooke Chapel 
Here we are after a long absence, and we hope to keep you updated with information 
regarding activities at the Chapel, and at the homes of members of the Fellowship. 

Weddings at Chapel; In July we held the marriage of Vivien Callard and Jen 
Carter. August saw the marriage of Levi Bannister and Hannah Cartwright. Levi comes 
from a Bugbrooke family, and Hannah from Northampton. We wish them all well for 
their future. 

Friday 29th September; Coffee morning in aid of Macmillan Nurses (as 
advertised on national TV) from 10.00am, at the home of Mrs Audrey Bird, Bugbrooke. 
01604 832061 

Friday 27th October; Bring and Share lunch at the home of Mrs Audrey Bird (as 
above), from 11.15am to 1pm. Come and meet folks for an informal social gathering. 

Saturday 28th October; Traditional Hymn Singing from 2.30-4 pm at the Chapel; 
This continues to be a popular event, especially for those who want to recapture the 
faith of their younger days, and to sing hymns that carry particular significance for 
them. All are welcome and can choose a hymn (for the next event) which is special to 
them. Includes prayers but no preaching. Contact Brian Britten  07736 227261. 

Sunday mornings; Every Sunday except October 8th our service of worship is 
held at 11am (or thereabouts), to which all are welcome. This includes fairly loud 
singing, inspirational and impromptu prayers, speaking in tongues (sometimes) and 
preaching from the Bible which we try our best to make interesting. 

To everyone in Bugbrooke we pray God’s blessing upon us all. 
John Thomason (07966 341221) 
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Bugbrooke Community Café - Grant Applications 
Requested 
Under the constitution of the Café, it is the intention that any profits made after 
making necessary investments in equipment etc. and training, will be donated, on an 
annual basis, to local charities and other non-profit making organisations that 
support activities both in the local community and overseas. 

Although the exact total profit for 2017 is not yet known, the Directors are 
confident of being able to make grants this year. They are, therefore, calling for 
applications for grants from local (i.e. Bugbrooke and immediately adjacent villages) 
organisations that support their communities. 

Note that under the terms of our constitution, no grants are available for 
religious organisations. 

Applications should be in the form below, and submitted to Phillippa Betts, Café 
Manageress, or emailed to: dave.clayson@gmail.com. 

The directors reserve the right to issue grants as they believe will best meet the 
objectives stated in the constitution. They also reserve the right to issue grants 
above or below the amount requested in the applications received. 

The closing date for applications is Tuesday, 31st October.  
 
Application 
Organisation Name: 
Organisation’s Prime Activities: 
Grant Requested (£): 
What will any grant awarded be used for: 
Organisation contact details (email/tel no.): 
 
Please note that a report will need to be submitted once any grant monies have 

been used. Organisations that received grants last year are free to apply again. 

Nature Notes 
Here we are going into autumn again and what a lovely summer we've had for the 
garden.  Sun and showers... good growing weather. I think 2017 will be memorable 
for its harvest of fruits.  Everything seems to have done exceptionally well in my 
garden... with the strawberries perhaps not performing as they have in previous 
years. But I console myself that everyone has said they were poor this year.  
Perhaps I need to start some new plants. 

Worryingly the honey bees seem to have been effected by something this year.  
I've seen very few around.  Ladybirds too seem to be in lower numbers. 
I've been musing over the kestrels.  They had been doing very well here for a good 
many years, but I haven't seen as many this summer. I wonder if it has anything to 
do with the fact buzzards and red kites are increasing in numbers.  Kites and 
buzzards will eat carrion, but according to the RSPCA the kestrel needs to eat from 4 
– 8 voles a day.  Are they being driven away because they are in competition for 
food?  We do sometimes see the buzzard having a go at smaller birds. 

I have been exchanging e-mails with Trevor and Daphne Flavell who live in 
Church Lane  and thought you might like to hear about their new lodgers... 
housemartins.  We don't see them up here and so I was very pleased to hear they're 
in the village. 

mailto:dave.clayson@gmail.com


29 

 

Dear Pamela, 
I thought this might be of interest to you. We have always encouraged birds into the 
garden. In the summer of 2015 we were very excited when a house martin took an 
interest in our house. The start of a nest appeared but, unfortunately, that was the 
end of it. We waited in anticipation in 2016 but no action took place. However, this 
year, we were lucky to have 3 nests on different sides of the house. As far as we can 
tell the 3 pairs have successfully reared a family which have now left the nests. We 
had to put up with a lot of mess but it was a small price to pay to host visitors from 
overseas. When walking around the village we looked for other nests but found 
none. We are wondering if anyone has had a similar experience this year in 
Bugbrooke. 
Trevor and Daphne 7B Church Lane 
Should anyone else wish to share any sightings you have, I'd be more than delighted 
to hear from you... whether it be about house martins or anything else.  I'd love to 
hear about it.  My e-mail address is 8honey8@gmail.com, Call me or drop me a line 
if you have anything you want to share. 
Pamela Cox  Tel: 01327 830139 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice 
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 

‘Flu Clinics There will be a drop-in ‘Flu Clinic taking place at the surgery on Saturday 
7th October from 9am – 11am. 

Calling all carers - Do you look after someone? If you look after someone who's 
ill, elderly or disabled, don't risk giving them ‘flu this winter or being ill yourself. 

Let your GP know you are a carer; you could be offered:  
Annual flu jab 
Regular health checks 
Appointment flexibility 
Access to support including respite 
Referrals to Northamptonshire Carers 

New staff members. Our GP Registrars have now moved on and we have been 
joined by Doctors Vigh, Nirujogi and Gowers. They will be with us for four months 
until the beginning of December. We will also have various locum doctors to cover 
Dr. Parry’s maternity leave. 
New roof The roof has now been repaired following the theft of the lead flashing.  
The room is now functional, although once the plaster board has dried out the ceiling 
will need to be repainted.  
Patient transport service The service for patients needing transport to hospital for 
appointments is now run by Thames Valley Ambulance Service. Please ring 
Freephone 0808 164 4617. You will be asked several questions to determine your 
eligibility to use this service. 

SURGERY CLOSURES 

Wednesday 11th October Closed for staff training from 
1pm 

Wednesday 8th November Closed for staff training from 
1pm 

 For urgent medical problems, please call NHS Out of Hours on 111 or for 
life-threatening emergencies, call 999. 
  

mailto:8honey8@gmail.com
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Patient Participation Group Are you interested in joining the Patient Participation 
Group? We are especially looking for representatives from Gayton, Harpole and 
Rothersthorpe to join the Group and have their say about the Practice and the 
services it offers. If you are interested in becoming a member, please email the 
Practice Manager at sam.masters@gp-k83070.nhs.uk  The next PPG meeting will 
take place on 9th October at 6pm at the Surgery. 

Bugbrooke and the Great War - August/September 1917 
At the beginning of August 1917 it was almost the end of term at Bugbrooke School. 
The Headmaster, Frank Wright, notes in the School Log Book that on 3rd August the 
children and teachers presented a wallet to Fred CHAPMAN who had just finished 
his two year student teachership at the school, and was about to join up. Fred, aged 
no more than 18, had been born and brought up in Bugbrooke, the son of a 
blacksmith. Frank Wright said of him “He is a good teacher...and has worked his very 
best. He is trustworthy and I shall miss him very much indeed. To the best of my 
belief he hopes to join the RFC” (Royal Flying Corps). He never achieved that 
ambition but joined a Royal Fusiliers battalion. He was killed in action in October 
1918, only a few weeks before the armistice. 

On 7th August, the second last day of term, Frank Wright’s son, Arthur Reginald 
WRIGHT, was home on leave; and he gave the pupils a demonstration on the use of 
a gas helmet. 

The same day at about 10.55am, while the pupils were in the playground, “an 
aeroplane from the west swooped down upon us and at a height of less than 100 feet 
circled over the playground three or four times to the immense delight of the whole 
school. The pilot answered our cheers with a salute, then went off eastwards.” 

The following day more mundanely the headmaster gave a lesson on Yarrow 
(“wonderfully ripe and in abundance” he recorded – was Frank Wright a herbalist as 
well as a radio pioneer?). 

The School closed for the annual harvest holiday and was intended to reopen 
on 13th September. However due to bad weather the reopening was postponed to 
24th September. Frank Wright records that Dorothea Gilkes and Kathleen Ballaster 
started duties as probationary teachers; and that the Rector visited in the morning. 
He also wrote:  “This afternoon it is our intention to take class 1 for blackberrying”. 
This would not have been just a jaunt; collecting blackberries served a serious 
purpose when food supplies were under constant threat from the devastating 
German U-boat campaign. 

If the weather had been bad in Bugbrooke it had certainly been bad in Flanders 
and had done a lot more than delay the harvest. The British offensive which became 
known as Passchendaele (or more officially the Third Battle of Ypres) was in its early 
stages. It was to go on till November, but even in August exceptionally heavy rain 
turned the battlefield into a mudbath as well as a bloodbath. This was a particularly 
critical stage of the war. Of Britain’s allies the Russians were more or less out of it 
and the French had suffered serious reverses. Although the Americans had joined 
the war, no significant troop numbers would arrive till 1918. At sea the German U-
boats were inflicting huge losses on merchant shipping. The British offensive at 
Ypres at least tied the German army down and prevented them pressing home their 
apparent advantage. But it was at a terrible cost in lives and for little gain in ground. 

Ypres is a town in Belgium, famously mispronounced “Wipers” by the troops. 
Passchendaele is a village nearby. We have always pronounced this “Passion-dale“ 

mailto:sam.masters@gp-k83070.nhs.uk
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However accurate or not this is, it is easy to understand how the name came to mean 
so much. 

In these two months of August and September 1917 there were no casualties 
among Bugbrooke men at Passchendaele. However one man from Bugbrooke was 
killed elsewhere on the Western Front, near Arras in France. He was George 
HOWARD, who was born in Kislingbury but married a Bugbrooke girl, Harriet 
Gardner. Their wedding took place on Bank Holiday Monday 1914 according to the 
first school letter of the autumn term that year (so just after the start of the war). The 
couple set up home in Chapel Yard, Bugbrooke and they had a baby daughter, Vera 
Mary, the following January. George enlisted in November 1915, but was initially 
placed in the army reserve and sent home. He was mobilised in January 1917 and 
posted to the Household Battalion. This battalion had been formed the previous 
September from reservists from the three Household Cavalry regiments. George had 
worked as a domestic groom, and maybe this had something to do with his being 
placed with a battalion of cavalry origins. However the Household Battalion was in 
fact set up as an infantry unit, there being a much greater need for infantry than 
cavalry in trench warfare. Nevertheless George would have carried a few marks of 
cavalry status: a slightly different uniform, the description trooper rather than private, 
and even a few pence more pay. (Note that in the National Roll of the Great War 
George is wrongly described as a gunner in the Royal Garrison Artillery, possibly in 
confusion with a man of the same name killed two days later. I am grateful to my 
colleague Roger Colbourne for his expertise and diligent research in clearing up this 
discrepancy in the records.) 

George embarked for France on 6th May1917 to join his battalion at the Front. 
At the time they were one of the units taking part in another, less well-known, British 
offensive, the Battle of Arras. The main battle concluded on 16th May but various 
smaller engagements continued after that. George was killed in action on 20th August 
and is buried in the Roeux Cemetery, no doubt very near where he fell. His personal 
effects and balance of pay of £3-4s-2d were sent to his young widow later that year. 
Jim Inch for the 100 Year Project 

Friends of Bugbrooke School 
A big FOBS thank you (from the Friends of Bugbrooke School) 

At the time of writing, it is the last week of another busy year at Bugbrooke 
Community Primary School.  The children (and staff) are looking forward to the break 
and a well-earned rest.  We finished the year with a ‘bang’ and a wonderful whole 
school celebration at the Summer Fair on Friday 14th July. Each of the year groups 
choreographed a routine and the audience were suitably impressed with the quality of 
dancing on display. Thanks to Mrs Bramble and all of the teaching staff who worked 
so hard with the children to put this on and for their help with our FOBS events,  which 
often requires them to spend even more time at work. We really appreciate it.   

 We also want to thank all of the parents, friends, local businesses and members 
of the community who contributed to the success of the Summer Fair and who have 
helped our children and school throughout the year. After the dancing we ran a 
number of stalls and activities for the children and families to enjoy. We managed to 
raise about £2500 – an amazing total! We were very grateful for the donations of cake 
from many people in the village, including the Bugbrooke Community Café. We also 
received a £100 donation for our raffle from Unusual Rigging and a prize from The 
Pantry Door and the Petstop. Heygates also sponsored the hoodies for the Year 6 
leavers. Thank you all!  
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Many volunteers have been involved throughout the year in school - listening to 
children read and assisting teachers in the classroom on a weekly basis. Thanks for 
giving up your time.  Please contact school on 830610 if you are able to spend an 
hour or two a week doing this next year.   

 Huge thanks also need to go to Anna Musson, who has been able to source 
funds from various grants including The Parish Council, The Bugbrooke Community 
Cafe, The National Lottery and Tesco Bags of Help.  This money has covered the 
costs of two outdoor seating areas, a new Sensory Garden, an Adventure 
Playground, new picnic benches and it has gone towards paying for a new reading 
scheme.  FOBS also contributed funds to the new adventure playground which was 
installed in October and we have also been successful in gaining funds for some 
picnic tables from South Northants Homes. These changes have made a big 
improvement to the school grounds and outdoor provisions at school. 

 FOBS are already considering what our aim will be for 2017-18.  Watch this 
space!   

 The new Co-Chairs of FOBS, Charlotte Moriarty and Tricia Keep, can be 
contacted on 07966 071604.  
Nikki Evans, FOBS Secretary 

Campion School 
Although school has been closed for the summer holidays, the site has been busy 
over the six week period.  You cannot fail to have missed the work being undertaken 
to our roofs and car park.  Construction work to replace the mobile classrooms at 
the back of the school will also be starting over the next few weeks.  Together these 
projects total over £1.5million of additional investment in Campion by the 
Department for Education during 2017-18 and we are delighted with the 
improvements this will bring for all members of our school community. 

Year 11 and 13 students returned to school in August to collect their exam 
results.  Amidst much excitement we were thrilled that even more of our students 
achieved outstanding individual successes, as our results continue to go from 
strength to strength.  We look forward to welcoming many back to Sixth Form in 
September.  We wish those going onto University, college, apprenticeships and 
work placements much happiness and success in the future. 

We were pleased to welcome some of our new year 7 students during the 
summer to enjoy a fabulous ‘Walk on the Wild Side’ summer school experience. 
Activities ranged from making bird feeders and bug houses, to flying owls and 
meeting meerkats, not to mention rather large spiders and an eight foot snake!  We 
warmly welcome all who are joining the Campion community in September. 

2017-18 is a special year for Campion as we celebrate 50 years since the 
opening of the school in 1967 under the leadership of the first headteacher, Derek 
Roberts.  From the determined commitment of Mr Roberts to comprehensive 
education, Campion has evolved into a school community which retains at its heart 
the values upon which the school was founded - academic success for all, giving 
and receiving, and participation.   

A series of special events have been planned to celebrate this significant 
milestone for the school.  I look forward to sharing with you an update on the first of 
these events, to take place on 9th September, in the next newsletter. 
With best wishes 
Claire Whitmore, Headteacher 
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Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Beavers, Cubs and scouts have been enjoying the summer and will all restart the week 
commencing the 11th September 2017. 

Scouts enjoyed their County Scout Camp (Grizzly Paw) at the John Lowther Centre 
and had lots of Scouting 
activities to participate in, 
including air rifles, indoor 
caving, backwoods cooking 
and a climbing wall. On the 
last night they had a 
campfire and neon disco. 
We were lucky with the 
weather and they made lots 
of new friends from other 
S c o u t  g r o u p s  i n 
Northampton. We marked 
the end of term by having a 
water fight and water 

activities on the playing 
fields. We are looking 
forward to welcoming new 
members to the troop. 
Beavers also marked the end 
of term with a water fight with 
all including the leaders 
getting very wet. We said 
goodbye to two of the 
Beavers who are moving on 
to Cubs and congratulated 
them both on earning their 
bronze Scout award. We 
also vis ited Daventry 
Country Park where the 
Beavers did some pond 
dipping in the lake and 

caught lots of interesting bugs. We are also looking forward to welcoming new members 
to the colony and have a fun packed term planned. Activities planned are tag rugby and a 
hike along the canal and lots of interesting badge work. 

 
Scouts age 10½ -14 Monday 7.30-9pm 
Cubs age 8 -10½ Monday 6-7.30pm 
Beavers age 6-8 Thursday 6-7pm. 
 
To find out what Bugbrooke Scout group have been up to in the last year please look 

at our Facebook page and if your son or daughter are interested in joining us you can 
contact us via our Facebook page or on the number below. 
Sue Beckingham  07512765034 
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In aid of  

Archie and Muscular Spinal Atrophy UK  
Come and join us for a Xmas Party at Bugbrooke Football 

Club on the 2nd December.   

Bar, Buffet, Disco and Raffle £10pp. 

So come along for a great evening. 

Contact Kathy on 07900 948011 or Fay on 07845 177085 

20% of Proceeds for Spinal Muscular Atrophy Support uk 

Remainder for Archie’s much needed equipment. 
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our next fundraising event will be a wine tasting on Friday 8th December at the 
Community Centre. If previous years’ events are anything to go by the evening will be 
really great fun. Tickets will be on sale later in October. Members and previous 
supporters will be getting a letter shortly with details. If anyone else is interested please 
contact me (tel 830933) or any committee member. 

Just a reminder that the Friends of the Church is a registered charity which 
enables all the residents of Bugbrooke, whether church goers or not, to contribute to 
the upkeep of our beautiful village church. 
Jim Inch, Chairman 

Reach out for your health! 

In our lifetime there are unfortunately times when our family, friends or ourselves have 
to deal with major health traumas, some of which are life changing. My life changing 
moment happened five years ago in 2012. My husband, 18 month old daughter at the 
time and I booked a winter holiday. We had never been away in December so were 
excited to get some winter sunshine. Little did we know it wouldn't exactly be the 
holiday we were hoping for. 48 hours after landing I was completely paralysed down my 
left side and in a wheelchair. I couldn't lift a single finger or move a single toe.  

I have relapsing remitting MS and was formally diagnosed with this in 2008. 
Multiple Sclerosis is a condition of the central nervous system. The coating around 
nerve fibres (called myelin) is damaged, causing a range of symptoms. I had very mild 
symptoms at the beginning of my diagnosis such as numbness, balance problems and 
fatigue so it came as a bolt out of the blue when I had such a severe relapse. I was 
devastated and extremely scared. Like most of us, I took everyday functions for 
granted, walking, taking a shower, washing my hair, getting dressed etc. I couldn't do 
any of these at that time without the help of my amazing husband.  

Two months after my return to home, some movement began to return to my left 
side. I started private physio sessions as the NHS urgent waiting list was approximately 
three months, I couldn't wait this long as this would have caused lasting damage. It was 
suggested by my physio to take a look at a place called Reach For Health in Daventry 
as they could offer me ongoing help and support with my rehabilitation. I went to 
Weedon surgery where Dr. Harper referred me. I was dubious at first about going as I 
had zero confidence and was extremely conscious of my walking but went to please my 
family. Four years on and Reach For Health is one of my favourite places to be.  

Reach for Health is the operating name for Daventry Health Rehabilitation Trust, a 
registered charity.  Its main activity is specialist rehabilitation for people in the local 
community who have experienced major health trauma, e.g. stroke, heart surgery, 
cancer and sufferers of long term or lifelong serious health issues. In the majority of 
cases these people struggle to come to terms with what has happened and although 
discharged from hospital need ongoing help to minimise the effects of their illness and 
improve their quality of life. They are often isolated from friends and family, by choice 
due to embarrassment over their disability or other difficulties inflicted on them by their 
illness or because family and friends do not know how to react to these changes; or 
simply because they have unfortunately become a burden. 

Reach for Health is NHS Accredited as a Willing Provider, although they receive 
no income from them.  Currently in excess of 90% of their new users are referred by 
their GPs or other health professionals.  Despite this they receive no governmental 
funding, their income is derived from a modest monthly users’ fee, grants and 
donations and a lot of fundraising carried out by their staff, volunteers, trustees and 

https://www.mssociety.org.uk/glossary/letter_c#Central_Nervous_System
https://www.mssociety.org.uk/glossary/letter_n#Nerve_fibres
https://www.mssociety.org.uk/glossary/letter_m#Myelin
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users. The Northampton General Hospital Community Stroke Team and Cardio 
Rehabilitation Team and a number of other groups including C.O.P.D. and Parkinson’s, 
regularly use their facility together with the expertise and assistance of the staff. Reach 
For Health operate on the basis of individually tailored holistic programs for their clients 
to maximise their level of recovery and improve their overall physical and mental 
wellbeing. They are unique in offering this level of care in our local area.  They are 
currently experiencing 600-700 user visits each week.  In addition to this they also 
provide outreach visits to enable people to leave hospital early and regain independence 
and self-confidence in their own homes, thus lessening the risk of isolation and being 
trapped in their own homes. 

Funding is an ongoing problem for Reach For Health, regardless of the benefit to 
our local community and the very substantial saving that their activities give directly and 
indirectly to the NHS. Fundraising is a major part of helping keep RFH open and running. 
They have a website, www.reachforhealth.co.uk and Facebook page where you can find 
out what's going on and also donate. A YouTube channel has also recently been 
launched showing various members’ progress.  

Reach For Health is always looking for volunteers to help out either in the gym as a 
gym buddy or with admin/reception, as little or as much time anyone can offer is very 
much welcomed and appreciated so if you have a spare hour or two in the week, please 
consider volunteering. 

I have seen first hand just how much this rehabilitation centre means to the 
members, how it changes and improves their lives not just physically but mentally and 
how incredibly important it is to them. I won't be able to walk properly again and I do find 
day to day life frustrating and a struggle sometimes but I know that if I hadn't been told 
about Reach For Health I would be substantially worse off than I am today. I now enjoy 
going four to five times a week, I have my own tailored program and feel so good when I 
leave. I don't know what the future holds for me with my MS but one thing is guaranteed, 
I will have my support network at Reach For Health. I have made some great friends, 
some of whom are truly inspirational to me. I feel so lucky to be a part of such an 
amazing place.  

Reach for Health is a place where truly wonderful things happen, if you feel you can 
help by volunteering some time or making a donation please do so.  
Becky Salisbury 

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
Writing this on September 2nd, it is difficult to assess how things are going on the 
pitches.  The “A’s” and “B’s” start their first games today having been pushed even 
further up the Central Combination divisions.  It will be interesting to see how they cope 
with many young players in their teams.  At the level they are now playing they will need 
to be fit and also “man up” against older opponents.  Their footballs skills are up to 
scratch but they will need to be determined and strong to win the ball and keep hold of it.  
Good Luck to all of them. 

The juniors all start when the schools return but the Senior sides are into their stride 
early.  The young 1st XI will need to do what the “A’s” and “B’s” are advised and win 
more tackles and hold possession.  Their skills are good and the pattern of their play is 
neat.  If they can hold their own in the United Counties Division well, they will do 
themselves credit.  The Reserves have made a good start and will be looking to improve 
their position on last season.  Their start indicates that they might well do so. 

All Senior sides play on Saturday afternoons whilst the junior teams play on 

http://www.reachforhealth.co.uk
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Saturday and Sunday mornings.  The Under 18s play under floodlights in midweek 
(usually Tuesday or Wednesday) and have made a good start by winning their first 
two games.  We will have a better idea of how things are shaping up by the next 
edition. 
John Curtis 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Congratulations to our 1st X1 on clinching promotion to League 7 for 2018 by 
beating Oundle on our last 2017 League match. A second successive year's 
promotion so hopefully league 6 in 2019. 

The last Friday in EVERY month social evenings have had some very good 
attendances.  All Members, players and their Guests are very welcome whatever 
their age.  So put Sept 29th, Oct 27th and Nov 24th in your diaries now! 

We are a very sociable Club and everybody in the village is most welcome 
anytime to watch matches and use our clubhouse where Tony Bird will be pleased to 
see you.  Our last match is scheduled for Sunday 1st October.  

Our AGM is being held in our Cricket Pavilion on November 20th at 7.30pm 
prompt. Everybody is most welcome to attend, potential players or social 
members. We run 2 Saturday teams + Junior teams + a full Sunday fixture list. We 
are seeking new players for 2018. 

If anybody would like to join our Club as player and/or social member and would 
like  a guided tour of our excellent facilities please contact myself below.  
 Peter White (President) 50 High Street, Bugbrooke,01604-830452 .  
 p.g.white@btinternet.comClub Website = bugbrooke.play-cricket.com Twitter: 
@BugbrookeCC 

What is Vasculitis? 
As I am busy promoting awareness of my Charity Pop Concert and begging people 
to join me, it suddenly dawned on me that the people I am asking to support me, 
have no idea what this disease is, or how it effects anyone.  Why would you know 
about it, when I only learnt of its existence eight months ago when I was given the 
diagnosis? 

If you research the definition you will find something like ‘Vasculitis is a rare 
inflammatory disease which means inflammation of the blood vessels.  Any vessels 
in any part of the body can be affected…’  It is an Auto-Immune disease, you may 
have heard of Lupus or MS, Vasculitis attacks the body in a similar way but can be 
fatal. 

How rare is this disease? Well let’s put it this way – take £2.00 and play the 
lottery, you will have more chance of winning that than being diagnosed with 
Vasculitis.  Some facts… 20,000 – 30,000 per million of the world’s population are 
diagnosed with Vasculitis, that is between 2-3,000 people each year in the UK.  
There are 13 different types of Vasculitis, and none of them are curable.  They can 
be controlled with a lot of immunosuppressant drugs, which can cause a whole 
multitude of side effects.  Another devastating fact my family and I have to face is 
that of the short term prognosis - ANCA-associated vasculitis (which I have), the 
experts say  “20% of people d die within one year of diagnosis, a survival rate worse 
than breast and prostate cancer.” (Taken from research carried out by Rare Disease 
Association.) 

Before writing this article I Googled ‘famous people with Vasculitis’ and the 
search came up with two people, just two.  One of whom is Rosie Marcel known as 

mailto:p.g.white@btinternet.com
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Jac Naylor in Holby City. The other is the report of the death of Harold Ramis, who 
played Dr Ergon Spengler in Ghostbusters and it describes his death as ‘slow and 
painful’, his specialist said that ‘only 1% of people in the USA have this disease.’   

My journey to diagnosis started just over 16 months ago, I had an ear infection that 
would not go, and to cut a long story short, 30th November 2016 I ended up in Bedford 
Hospital, needing 7 transfusions, and three weeks stay.  Many tests of all types were 
carried out.  I was losing blood, and no one knew where from, or where it was going…  
My lungs in fact were filling up with 
blood.  My legs were so painful I 
could not stand up without crying, 
my eyes so sore I couldn’t open 
them… and the list goes on. I was 
discharged from Bedford Hospital 
on 20th December 2016 with 70mg 
of Prednisolone (Steroid) plus 
many other drugs. I was readmitted 
January 3rd 2017 and transferred 
to Addenbrooks for further 
treatment.  After almost six months 
of Chemotherapy, I started to make 
an improvement, returned to work 
and now receive a drug called 
Retixumab. This appears to be 
working. My Vasculitis presented 
itself as Pneumonia, and my 
specialist believes that the three 
occasions I thought I had 
pneumonia previously, were in fact 
Vasculitis.  I have Wagner’ 
Granulomatoisis (GPA), which 
effects my lungs, kidneys, ENT and 
eyes, it is a Primary Systemic 
Vasculitis and means that my white 
blood cells are also trying to attack 
my organs and blood vessels – but 
if you see me you will not be able 
to tell there is anything wrong with 
me.   

I consider that I am one of the 
lucky people; I am relatively fit and can continue teaching, a job I love, and cherish 
family moments and looking after my grandchildren. What does the future hold?  No 
one really knows as there is still very little known about this disease.  I have not had too 
much damage done to my major organs, but there is still a risk this could happen.  Even 
if I am lucky enough to have my Vasculitis go into drug free remission I am still 
susceptible to relapses and further damage (as we all are).  However, I do intend to 
continue living my life to the full and will be raising awareness and funds for this very 
worthwhile charity. 
For more information look at the Vasculitis website or drop me a line to 
maddelinel@hotmail.com. 
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BC - Bugbrooke Chapel  CC - Community Centre  Ch - St Michael & All Angels  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall  VH - Village Hall  SS - Sunday School  

Announcements 
Gwen Baxter late of Myrtle Cottage, Pilgrims Lane, Bugbrooke died peacefully age 98 
years at Caernarfon, N. Wales on August 19th 2017. 
A Thanksgiving Service was held at St Mary's Church, Caernarfon, N Wales. 
Shirley Botterill — Julie, Katie and family would like to thank everyone for their kind words 
and messages of sympathy on the loss of our dear Mum and Nan. We hope for all of you 
that attended her funeral that it was a memorable occasion and captured what Mum was 
about. There is now a huge gap in our lives, but we are very proud to have been blessed 
with her. Thank you to those of you who donated to Marie Curie and the Hospice at Home. 
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Late Letter 
I am a regular dog walker, with two black labradors from Kislingbury, who walks between 
the Kislingbury — Gayton road across the old quarry that is Hill Farm towards Bugbrooke. 
Some very kind person(s) has not only repaired the two chairs that have been on the walk 
for a number of years, they have very kindly constructed a “bench” type seat where one 
can rest their backside in addition to the two plastic chairs. Many thanks to whoever is 
concerned for your community spirit as I do use the seats on a regular basis. 
Dennis Tidmarsh 

8 7.30pm History Group – William Carey CC 

20 7.30pm Bugbrooke Cricket Club AGM Pavilion 

20 2pm U3A- Life in Music CC 

26 12-4pm Christmas Fair Greyhound Rescue CC 

27 7.45pm Flower Society – Christmas Sparkle NHVH 

 7 9-11am Flu Clinic Surgery 

16 2pm U3A the Story of RMS Titanic CC 

23 7.45pm Flower Society – Embellishment of Nature NHVH 

27 7.30pm Northampton Homes for Hounds- Quiz CC 
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