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boundary of Bugbrooke. The “LINK” Management Committee is elected in 
accordance with the Constitution and Rules at the AGM in May. 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer/Vice Chairman 
Production & Website 
Advertising 
Adverts Production 
Submissions  
E-mail to    
Web site address 
Deadline for June issue 

Paul Cockcroft, 31 Pilgrims Lane 
Barbara Bell, 68 Chipsey Avenue 
Jim Inch, 16a High Street 
Geoff Cooke, 1 Browns Yard 
Sheila Willmore, 31 Oaklands 
Gwynneth White, 1 Homestead Drive 
Pat Kent, 1 High Street 
bugbrookelink@gmail.com 
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Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 
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The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 
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Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not necessarily 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 209), April 2018 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
 

The continued success of our village magazine is in your hands! We 
need your support in providing articles, photos and items of interest. 

A regular contribution is great but we welcome one off pieces 
and notices. 

The LINK AGM is at 7.30 pm Wednesday 09 May 2018 at 31 Pilgrims Lane. 
The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 May 

2018, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way of 

us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
The Parish Council has recently placed an order with Nobottle Nurseries to replant the 
hanging baskets that were in the High Street last year.  It is expected that these will be 
grown on and rehung toward the end of May, and residents can look forward to a 
colourful summer.  In the meantime the many bulbs planted around the village by 
Councillors and volunteers last autumn are beginning to show their heads and will be 
flowering in the Spring. 

The Parish Council has recently been in consultation with the Head Teacher at 
Campion School with a view to reopening the pedestrian gate to the school at the end of 
Smitherway.  A separate article in this edition of The Link asks residents and parents of 
Campion pupils to pass on their views on this proposal to the Parish Clerk, either by 
telephone – 01604 832838 or email Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com. 

A request by the Parish Council to Northamptonshire Highways for the provision of 
a pedestrian crossing near the Johns Road/Smitherway junction has been turned down 
as not currently justified following a survey of pedestrian users of Johns Road.   If the 
pedestrian gate to the school is reopened, the Parish Council will seek a review of the 
decision. 

April marks the start of a new financial year which includes a fund of £8,000, for 
grants to any village organisation seeking funding for a project.  Applications for grant 
funding are considered at the June, September, December and March Parish Council 
meetings and anyone may apply – generally the limit is £500 but this may be increased 
to £1000 in exceptional circumstances.  So if you are involved with an organisation or 
group in the village that needs some new equipment or funding for a project, application 
forms are available on the Bugbrooke Parish Council website 
(BugbrookeparishCouncil.Org.Uk) or by contacting the Parish Clerk on 01604 832838. 

Proposed Re-Opening of Campion School Pedestrian 
Access Gate 
In January members of the Parish Council met with representatives of Campion School 
to discuss the possibility of re-opening the pedestrian gate which leads to and from 
Smitherway. Councillors are of the view that this would provide a safer alternative for 
students. 

Front Page:    Thanks to Rosemary  Harries for her picture of  Lambs.  Spring  must 
be here at last. 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
mailto:Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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At present all students who walk to school are required to enter the site from 
Kislingbury Road.  The pedestrian access gate was installed when the school was 
first built to enable Bugbrooke students to access the site safely, but has been 
closed for a number of years.  If re-opened, this would provide Bugbrooke students 
with an alternative route in and out of the school site but outside the start and end of 
each school day (8.15 – 8.45 a.m. and 3.05 – 3.25 p.m.) the gate would be locked. 

The Parish Council and Campion School are inviting feedback from residents 
on this matter.  Do you think this is a good idea in that it would remove potential 
conflict between pedestrians and road users on Kislingbury Road?  Do you think it 
should be left locked as it has been in recent years?   Do you have any concerns 
about the proposed re-opening of the pedestrian access route?  We would also like 
to hear from the parents of current and future students – If your child is/will be 
attending the school do you have any preference as to where they access the 
school site? 

The Parish Council in conjunction with Campion School will consider all the 
comments it receives at its May meeting – everyone who wishes to express a view 
is requested to pass these to the Parish Clerk by 30th April 2018 either by 
telephone – 01604 832838 or email Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com 

Who Do You Say That I Am? 
Have you noticed how our conversations are peppered with jargon, 
acronyms, shortcuts and ‘in’ phrases? 

I’m not adverse to acronyms and shortcuts as they help 
conversations to develop and progress, especially when people of 
similar disciplines are communicating. For example, for most people 
P.T.O. is in common usage for ‘Please Turn Over’ while for clergy 
who need an active Bishop’s licence to operate as a Priest in the 
Church of England P.T.O. is a shortcut for Permission to Officiate! 

However I do start to get a little irritated with ‘in-speak’, when 
for example people ask if you have a window in your diary!  No, I do not have 
‘windows’ in my diary, I have dates and times on a page that are either available or 
not!  Another example is ‘Can we touch base?’ No, we can meet up and catch up, 
but the last time I looked I did not play either baseball or rounders. I expect you can 
easily add many more trite clichés to the list! 

Nevertheless, one phrase I do like and one which says a great deal in a short 
space of time, is ‘No one’s talking about the elephant in the room’!  A wonderful 
shortcut to bring attention to the single major topic or issue that everyone is trying 
very hard not to mention. 

As these words appear on my computer screen it is February 14th, Valentine’s 
Day and also Ash Wednesday, a double whammy, (another cliché, sorry!) where 
thoughts are turned towards both expressions of love and what we should be giving 
up for Lent! 

So what is the ‘elephant in the room’?  The ‘elephant’ is Jesus!  The total 
expression of God’s love revealed to humanity, streaming through history and at the 
same time one of the most, if not the most contentious person that has ever lived! 

As part of what I do and what I am, it may come as no surprise to say I have a 
great many conversations about God and how God is either a source of good or 
why he allows so much evil in the world to continue!  However, when I mention 
Jesus, the conversation either dissipates rapidly or becomes very uncomfortable!  

In Matthew Chapter 16 Jesus asks Peter ‘Who do people say the Son of Man 

mailto:Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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is?’ quickly followed by ‘But what about you, who do you say I am?’  A question still 
relevant today and one which can more often than not become ‘the elephant in the 
room’.  It is also a question that has been shown to cost more than 30,000 people 
worldwide their lives every year, for refusing to deny that Jesus is the Son of God. 

As we progress towards and after Easter 2018 I want to ask you to consider the 
question Jesus asked Peter ‘Who do you say I am?’  Yes, Jesus was a good teacher, 
a good moral example and the first hippie with his message of universal love!  But 
these answers merely scratch the surface.  

As we journey towards Easter - the ‘Conference Season’ of the Christian Church 
-  I offer this full quote from author and academic C.S. Lewis, perhaps best known as 
the creator of the fantasy series The Chronicles of Narnia and often described as a 
Christian apologist:-  

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people 
often say about Jesus; ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t 
accept his claim to be God’. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was 
merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral 
teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a 
poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. 
Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. 
You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can 
fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing 
nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He 
did not intend to.” 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe  

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
May I start with a reminder of what the Friends of the Church is about. We are a 
charity, created in 1999, for the purpose of assisting in the maintenance and 
preservation of Bugbrooke’s village church.  We are not concerned with the religious 
side of the church, only with the building and what it contains (including the 
churchyard that surrounds it). The church is a beautiful and historical feature of the 
village, and a focal point of the community. The idea behind the Friends is to enable 
anyone in the village (or indeed outside it if they wish) to contribute to the maintenance 
of this important building. This can be done either by becoming a member of Friends 
on payment of an annual subscription of £5.00, or by supporting our fund raising 
events; or preferably by doing both. There is absolutely no need to be a churchgoer to 
become a member of the Friends. 

Our AGM will be on Wednesday 11th April at 7.30 in the Sunday School. So If 
you are interested in our work of assisting with the upkeep of Bugbrooke’s lovely 
church, then please come along. Even if the AGM doesn’t appeal to you, but you 
would like to become a member then please contact me (16a High Street - tel 01604 
830933) or our Treasurer, Tony Pace (4 Laddermakers Yard -  tel 01604 832516). 

Our annual Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz will be on Friday 6th July in the Community 
Centre. This is always an enjoyable event and there will be more details in the next 
issue of Link. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Pre-School 
Spaces Available for Your Child!! 

Looking for great, Ofsted registered, sessional day-care in a caring, fun, friendly 
and nurturing environment? 
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Want an amazing setting with countless fun resources available for your child 
and a fantastic garden which includes a “construction” area, mud kitchen, play bus, 
trim trails, fairy circles and much more? 

Bugbrooke Pre-school offers all this. 
How it works:  The children are split into 2 main groups, the younger children 

(ages 2–3yrs) being the caterpillars and the pre-schoolers (ages 4-5yrs) being the 
Butterflies. They then have their own animal groups with their key-worker who will 
progress and care for your child throughout their time at pre-school. 

The Pre-school is run by a pro-active and highly qualified team of staff, all 
working to ensure that all the children have the best possible experience. Learning 
through play is encouraged and the children’s progress is regularly communicated to 
parents. 

We run many additional activities for the children throughout the year including 
Easter Bonnet competition, Sports day, Forest School, Fathers and Mother’s Day 
activities, Christmas party, leavers party, leavers day trip and much more. We also 
participate in village activities such as Christmas Church service and Harvest Festival. 

Pre-School is open weekdays (closed Monday afternoons) 9am – 3.15pm during 
term time and we currently have spaces in most sessions. 

The Pre-school is managed by a group of volunteers, The pre-school committee, 
who, together with the Pre-school and the Business Managers, are responsible for the 
management of the pre-school. Everything from HR and policies & procedures to 
Fundraising is taken on by the committee who work tirelessly to ensure the pre-school 
runs efficiently and effectively. 

Fundraising activities this year so far, have included Girls Night Out, Stories with 
Santa, Fish & Chip Quiz, Online Toy Sales, Christmas Raffle, Letters to Santa, 
Halloween Disco and Wine and Cheese Night. All of the money raised goes directly 
back into the pre-school and pays for items such as repairs, learning resources, 
carpets, replacement and new toys and other necessary equipment. 

Last year, £5287.85 was raised by the team, some of which was match funded 
from Barclaycard.  Unfortunately, this year, we have lost this match funding resource 
due to the parents involved taking it to another charity.  If you, or anyone you know is 
involved in match funding (usually through a place of work) or you would like to make 
a donation to this great charity which provides such a valuable community resource to 
so many village families, please contact us using the details below. 

Please contact our Business Manager, Nicola Farmer to book your visit or place, 
check on availability or to make a charitable donation at: hello@bugbrookepre-
school.com or telephone on 01604 832347. 

Please like and follow us on Facebook to keep UpToDate with our online sales 
and fun fundraising activities. 

Bugbrooke Pre-School…. A Great Place To Grow. 
www.bugbrookepre-school.com 

Bugbrooke History Group 
New Book 
We are starting to plan our next edition of Pictorial Bugbrooke, which is to focus on 
1980 – 2000. We are therefore collecting photos of anything or anyone linked with 
Bugbrooke during that time. You may send us a photo or, even better, send it on e-
mail to Sally Russell   sallyrussell3@btinternet.com. Actual copies to Sally, or Liz 
Thomas or to me Pat Kent. They will be scanned and returned to you. Please include 
your name and a description of the photo. 

mailto:hello@bugbrookepre-school.com
mailto:hello@bugbrookepre-school.com
mailto:sallyrussell3@btinternet.com
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Winter walk This was a great success. This year warming refreshments were 
thankfully consumed in the Cricket Club Pavilion. John Curtis led the walk and explained 
the history of our places of worship - the Church and the Chapel, and of the schools. 
These walks are a great way to learn more about the history of this village. There will be 
a Summer Walk with cool refreshments. 

February meeting  Our first meeting of 2018 was on Valentine’s Day. Kevin Varty 
gave an entertaining talk about the Victorian Way of Death. - Alternative title  Black 
Feathers to Black Underwear. 

His interest had started in Kensal Green Cemetery in London where the catacombs 
beneath the chapel hold many amazing coffins on shelves with railway lines (for ease of 
pushing the coffin into place) There is Royalty buried in the cemetery which made it a 
popular place for rich people. The cemetery was privately owned and a very successful 
commercial enterprise. It would seem that during the 19th Century death and mourning 
was a great source of wealth for those ready to cash in. As Queen Victoria mourned for 
Prince Albert, she set the trend for heraldic funerals with big heavy coffins, big heavy 
horses carrying head dresses which were also big and heavy. Mourning clothes had to 
be worn for at least two and a half years - several stages of mourning requiring slightly 
different gear, which meant more money to be spent. Courtaulds made a fortune making 
crepe. There was special jewellery and stationery. Towards the end of the mourning 
period ladies were allowed to wear grey and mauve. More business for the dress 
makers. 

Kevin told us about the Mutes, specially dressed in black, who were hired to stand 
by and walk beside the coffin. When the horses pulling the hearse, stopped for a rest, 
the Mutes went into the closest tavern - many times. Hence the saying 'pissed as a mute' 
not newt. 

Victoria then took everyone by surprise by having a white funeral. She wanted to 
meet Albert as a virgin bride, dressed in white.  

Of course there was much more. We all enjoyed Kevin's talk. 
Our April meeting will be on April 11th at the Community Centre starting 7.30pm. 

Alan Clark will give an illustrated talk about the history of Northampton Gaol and the 
surrounding buildings. I am told that anyone who has worked in County Hall will 
recognise some of the views. We shall also have our AGM at this meeting. 

Everyone is welcome.  Entrance is £3.00 or £10 for the year. 
Pat Kent (secretary) Tel 01604830518   e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 
Pictorial Bugbrooke 1930-1980 Price £10  copies available from Community Cafe, or 
from Liz and Pat. 
I also have copies of Gleaners to Graduates  - a history of Education in Bugbrooke. Price 
£3.00 

The Wednesday Club 
7th February.  Hello everyone. We are back after the Christmas break and it was lovely 
to see all the (old) faces again. It was a normal Wednesday, playing Bingo and Whist. 

21st February. Today was our AGM and thankfully we're in the black. After 
discussing last year’s minutes and forthcoming events we continued to play our 
chosen pastime be it Bingo or Whist. Afterwards we enjoyed a sandwich, cakes with tea 
or coffee not forgetting the raffle. 

We are looking for new members. If you would like to join us on alternate 
Wednesdays you would be very welcome. Come and get to know us in a lovely 
atmosphere and if Bingo or Whist isn't your thing bring a friend and play Scrabble, 
Bridge or something else you enjoy. We also have many outings coming up. Our next 



16 

 



17 

 

meeting is 18th April.  Transport can be provided. You will find us in the Sunday 
School Rooms, Church Lane from 2-4 pm. The helpers are very friendly and we 
welcome Sue Skinner as a new helper.  Please contact Linda on 831219. 
Karin Lambert   

Bugbrooke WI  
Well here we are, 2nd March and snow everywhere. 

Our 2018 programme is well under way now. In January John Hammons gave 
us a talk on Iceland and Newfoundland which he illustrated with some of his beautiful 
photographs. His talk was entitled “In Search of Amazing” and some of the scenes 
were truly amazing. 

We provided our own entertainment in February when five of our members gave 
small presentations recalling memorable occasions in their past. 

We have now played all our skittles games for this season with mixed results. 
We started very well and won the first two matches, then it all went downhill and we 
lost the last two.  Nevertheless, the team enjoyed the matches which gave us the 
opportunity to meet members from other WIs. Once again Vish from The Royal India 
restaurant made us and our guests very welcome for our home matches and 
provided a delicious supper after the games. 

This month Anita Chipalkatty will be giving us “A Taste of India” when she will 
demonstrate Indian cooking. We are looking forward to sampling these dishes. 

In April we will be holding our very own Antiques Roadshow. Members will bring 
their treasures for Steven B Bruce to discuss and value. 

We will be going to Harpole in May to Join Harpole WI and vote on this year’s 
resolutions. 

Our meetings are held in the Community Centre on the first Monday of the 
month unless that happens to be a Bank Holiday. New members and visitors are 
always welcome.  There is a charge of £4.50 for visitors. 
Brenda Astell 

1st Bugbrooke Brownies 
We’ve been having lots of fun at Brownies this term. We’ve welcomed 2 new starters 
and we’ve had lots of fun celebrating World Thinking Day, thinking about our guiding 
family around the globe. 

We held a bingo night and had a night of fashion using only recycled materials. 
We also had a Brownies Got Talent competition, we were super impressed with the 
variety of acts and the talent amongst the girls. Now we can’t wait for the lighter 
nights and warmer weather so we can start to enjoy more outdoor activities. 

We could very much do with some more helpers, either on a weekly basis or 
just for special events. If you would be interested then please call me on the number 
below. We also have places currently available for girls aged between 7-10. We meet 
on a Monday evening 5.30-7pm in the Sunday School rooms. If you know someone 
who might be interested in joining us then please give me a call. 

Toni Copp - Brown Owl   07817 415683 

2nd Bugbrooke Brownies 
We had an exciting start back; the Brownies had asked to do some cooking, so to 
celebrate National Pie Day we made apple pies.  The girls also played games, 
including a Relay Race where they had to use their nose to move a tomato! 

The girls always enjoy Pancake Night, cooking and eating pancakes, trying 
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various fillings and playing pancake games. 
A major date in the Guiding calendar took place on 22nd 
February – World Thinking Day – and our unit has been doing 
various activities linked to this.  Firstly the girls made post 
cards to send to other guiding units around the country for 
Postcard Pals.  They were excited to receive some in return 
a couple of weeks later.  Then we joined members of Flore 
District in Rothersthorpe for an afternoon of making 
friendship bracelets & friendship sticks (symbolising 
belonging to a group) and singing. 
The girls also made salt dough candle holders and were 
given an LED tea-light to light on Thinking Day.  A big thank 
you to Bugbrooke Primary 
School for encouraging 
members of girl guiding and 
scouting to wear their 
uniforms to school on 
Thinking Day.   To finish our 
Thinking Day celebrations, 

our two newest Brownies made their promise in a candlelit 
Promise Ceremony. 

We found out that our Samaritans Operation Christmas 
Boxes went to Bulgaria, we have left the details on our 
noticeboard if you are interested and talking of our 
noticeboard we hope you have had chance to have a look at 
“My Brownie Year in Review”. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you 
would like to put her name on our waiting list please email us 
at 2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  We meet on a Tuesday night 6-7.30pm at the 
Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell) 

Bugbrooke Rangers - Northampton Hope 
Centre Sleepout 
The Bugbrooke Rangers endured a chilly evening as we slept 
under the stars to raise money for Northampton Hope Centre. The 
five of us, armed with lots of layers and a cardboard box or two, 
camped out in Sixfields Stadium alongside other fundraisers. This 
was a cold but very enjoyable experience as we were able to 
understand how homeless people have to live and the little 
provisions they have for all sorts of weather. We were lucky 
enough to get some sleep during the night and saw a beautiful 
sunrise from the hill. We were greeted with a hot chocolate and 
bacon and egg rolls in the morning, thanks to the excellent relief 
team! Between us, we managed to raise over £800 for the Hope 
Centre and we would like to thank anyone who was kind enough to 
sponsor us. It was an experience to say the least but thoroughly 
enjoyed by us all!  
Evie Russell 

mailto:2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke  Scouts 
The new term started with a late Christmas party at Tigers indoor play followed by a 
sleepover in the Scout Hut where Beavers played games and watched a film and had a 
little sleep. 

 Beavers have welcomed Libby, a young helper, this term. She 
is helping them to complete their Musician stage 1 badge. 
They have been learning two songs which they will sing to 
their Mums for Mothers day. They have chosen to invite their 
Mums to the Scout Hut for an evening of entertainment and 
games, last week they completed their cards and presents for 
their Mums. The Beavers have chosen these games and it will 
be Beavers against the Mums. They have also been learning 
about Founders day and playing games to learn how Scouting 
was formed and celebrating Scouting by cutting out a left 
handprint and writing what they liked about beavers. They all 
enjoyed learning, earning badges, making new friends and the 
squash and biscuits. They have also been finding out about 
different aircraft for the Aircraft stage 1 badge and I am really 
impressed with the information they have gathered. Parents 
have also set the Beavers a challenge to complete over the 
term at home and I have set them the challenge of wearing the 
complete uniform at every meeting. This is for their personal 
challenge badge. Over the next few weeks they will be 
learning the phonetic alphabet and will use their knowledge of 

it to follow the clues to find Easter eggs hidden in the hut. 
Scouts have also had a busy term, they have completed their pioneer badge by 

learning six new knots and building an indoor structure, they chose to build a shelter with 
rope and pioneering poles.  They completed their outdoor pioneering project in the 
summer when they built a raft and took part in the district raft race. 

They have completed several problem solving games and have just returned from 
camp aptly named Brass Monkeys or in the case of this 
weekend maybe it should have been called Muddy 
camp. Scouts had fun, learnt new skills and made new 
friends. The camp ran from Friday until the Sunday, 
after pitching tents on Friday night they had a disco 
which gave them chance to meet with the other Scouts 
and then it was lights out by 11pm. Saturday morning 
there was a hot breakfast followed by various different 
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activities. The theme of the camp was Harry Potter so they had the opportunity to make 
wands. They also had time to try tunnelling which was very wet and muddy, archery 
and clay pigeon archery, which was when a frisbee was thrown into the air and they 
had to try and hit it with their arrow. Our Scouts did well at this with Lauren managing to 
hit the frisbee.  They also tried rifle shooting in the indoor range which they all really 
enjoyed. Lunch and dinner were also catered and in the evening there was a camp fire 
followed by a Harry Potter film. All the Scouts wore something Harry Potter themed. On 
Sunday there was another hot breakfast of eggy bread and porridge followed by 
orienteering and a game of quidditch and then it was packing up tents and cleaning of 
the indoor buildings. They all left the camp happy, tired and muddy but wanting to do it 
again. 

Bugbrooke Guides 
Bugbrooke Guides have had a busy start to 2018! We have welcomed three new girls 
who joined us in January. Activities so far have included a ‘New Year’ party, Go 4 It 
badges, and human Hungry Hippos. We have completed our World Issues badge, 
where we looked at recycling within the community, homelessness, poverty and how 
we can make our daily lives more ‘green’. 

February 22nd marked Thinking Day across the world, and this year it fell on a 
Thursday! We celebrated by dressing up from around the world, writing penpal letters 
to Guides in Malaysia, learning all about the World Guiding Centres and trying different 
foods from each of the countries with a centre. The girls all had a great time and learnt 
lots! 

We have lots of exciting activities coming up this term, including a trip to Boost 
Trampoline park, ready steady cook and Easter crafts. 

If you would like to join Bugbrooke Guides, or join the waiting list for when your 
daughter turns 10, please contact Helen 07738262296 or email 
bugbrookeguides@gmail.co.uk 

Friends of Bugbrooke Primary School (FOBS) News 
friendsofbugbrookeschool@yahoo.co.uk 
We have had a great start to the school year and raised over £3000 in the run up to 
Christmas alone.   The children and school families have already enjoyed a fun glow 
disco in January and an exciting Race Night in March to start 2018.   

Thanks to everyone in the wider school community who bought one of our Cryptic 
Quizzes at the end of last year.  Congratulations to Adrian who won the £10 prize and 
answered all of the questions correctly.   Special thanks to Barclaycard for matching 
part of our Christmas Fete fundraising.  Thanks to everyone who came and helped at 
the fete.   FOBS have used the money raised to purchase some new equipment for the 
children to use in school.   Thanks also to the Bugbrooke Community Café for awarding 
FOBS a grant.  We intend to use this to purchase and install more scooter/bike racks.  
Also thanks to Fitness By Sara for the donation from their Christmas Raffle.   

We continue to welcome any donations or support and The Giving Machine is 
another way it is easy to donate to The Friends of Bugbrooke School.  You can sign up 
and donate when you shop online by registering at www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and 
sign up as a ‘giver’.  Type in Bugbrooke Community Primary School in the search and 
then select from the list of results. Anytime you buy online from major retailers like 
Amazon, Ebay, M&S, NEXT, Tesco, Sainsbury, John Lewis and Ocado be sure to click 
through the link at www.thegivingmachine.co.uk so school gets a small donation.   
FOBS Online 
All future events can be paid and booked online using the following link:  https://

mailto:bugbrookeguides@gmail.co.uk
mailto:friendsofbugbrookeschool@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/beneficiary-portal/view/bugbrooke-community-primary-school
http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofbugbrookeschool/
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www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofbugbrookeschool/  

We have a Facebook group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/195453677551625/ 
Follow us on Twitter – @FoBbugbrooke   
Please sign up and register so you can see future events and buy all tickets on PTA 

Events.  If you have any problems then please email 
  friendsofbugbrookeschool@yahoo.co.uk 

Circus – Thursday June 7th 2018 
Yes, you read it correctly, the Circus is coming to Bugbrooke. Happy’s Circus will be 
setting up the Big Top at the Playing Fields on Thursday June 7th for one show only at 
6pm. Book your ticket early to avoid disappointment! All proceeds will go to FOBS (Friends 
of Bugbrooke Primary School). Please visit https://www.pta-events.co.uk/
friendsofbugbrookeschool/ to book your ticket online now.  Alternatively you can get your 
ticket via the Primary School office or our email above.   £10 per ticket (under 2s on laps).    

Circus Event information 
Thank you to Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club, who will be opening their bar and 
allowing us to use their car park. Push chairs will not be allowed inside the tent and car 
parking will be limited on the evening so please walk if possible.  All circus parking will be 
at the Football Club.  Please be considerate of the neighbours and avoid parking in the 
streets nearby.  Food and drink will be available from the Football Club should you need it 
on the walk from the car.  The tent will open at 5.30pm. The circus starts at 6pm. There will 
be an interval and the performance will finish at 8pm.  Let’s all hope for some sunshine so 
we can have a picnic before the circus!    

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Another busy and enjoyable year is well under way. On 23rd April Jane Ellis will 
demonstrate "A box of delights". 

No meeting in May as it is a Bank Holiday. Looking further ahead, in June we have an 
Open Meeting  with National Demonstrator Julia Knights - "An evening with Julia" Tickets 
£8. 

An outing to Ely Flower Festival is planned for 23rd June. We invite you to join us at 
our monthly meetings to relax and watch demonstrations by fully qualified Area or National 
demonstrators. This is followed by refreshments and the opportunity to win one of the 
arrangements in the raffle. There are also opportunities to learn more at regular workshops 
and to attend Area and National events. Meetings are held on the fourth Monday of the 
month at 7.45pm in Nether Heyford Village Hall. 

For more information please ring Dianne on 01604 830063 or Simone 01327 342167 
or follow us on Facebook. 
Jane Barker 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofbugbrookeschool/
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofbugbrookeschool/
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofbugbrookeschool/


26 

 

 



27 

 

Christian Aid Week 
Last year the village raised over £1600 towards Christian Aid week. We know this 
could have been more as several streets didn’t have their envelopes collected mainly 
because we were short of collectors. Bugbrooke Guides kindly deliver envelopes and 
count the money, a lot of regulars do collect but we could do with a few more (many 
hands ....). If you can spare a couple of hours in the week of 14th - 20th May please 
email janecausebrook@hotmail.com and book a road. 

Look out for the  Big Breakfast that may be coming to the café this year. 
Thank you in anticipation for helping. 

Jane Causebrook 

Nature Notes  
As I write this, March is on the doorstep, then in just a few weeks we will be changing 
those clocks again.  The garden is showing welcoming signs that spring isn’t far 
away… Narcissus pseudonarcissusm, the wild daffodils in our woodland are in bud and 
are hot on the heels of the aconites and snowdrops. They and the violets will be in full 
bloom by the time you read this. 

We have a really cold blast forecast for this week and so, despite the sunshine, 
I’m resisting the urge to get out there and clear the beds.  They need the leaves to 
keep the more tender plants protected for a few more weeks.  But I’ve just 
remembered I need to prune all the late flowering clematis in February and so that is 
something I must do this week. 

The birds are having a feeding frenzy today… I think they’ve seen the forecast too.  
I’ve also seen a bit of courting (there’s an old-fashioned word for you) going on today 
and so their plumage will be brighter to attract the ladies and they’ll be nesting soon.  
To help make a more luxurious lining I’m now putting out handfuls of fur I’m taking off 
our golden retriever.  I’ve also upped the fat content of their food and making sure they 
have plenty of water too. 

This year I’m delighted to see that we have jays visiting the feeding station.  At 
first I saw only one, but recently I saw three all at the same time… queuing up to visit 
the seed.  They’re shy birds and I never thought we would get them up here due to 
lack of cover from trees, but I’m pleased to be proved wrong. They sit up on the 
gazebo and wait their turn. 

I had a call from Chris Merry a week or so ago.  He walks their dog in Harlestone 
Firs Forest Walk regularly and they were honoured to spot a white squirrel! I did a bit 
of research and apparently there are two different types of white squirrel.  One is due 
to leukism… loss of pigmentation (they have black eyes), the other is of course an 
albino that can have pink, red or even blue eyes!  The albinos (caused by gene 
mutation) are more rare.  Unfortunately, Chris wasn’t close enough to see the eyes. 

There was another recent sighting in Duston in November 2017 and so either it’s 
travelling about a lot, or there are others in the area.  Whilst on the subject of 
squirrels… we know about the reds… but did you know that there are black squirrels… 
but… they’re apparently at Niagara Falls. 

According to a BBC article, wildlife experts say that the odds against a pure white 
squirrel being born are 1 in 100,000.  There are 2.5 million grey squirrels in the UK 
and this would mean that only 25 white ones are out there at any one time.  But it 
seems there are a lot more living down in Surrey.  So there could be more than are 
being reported. 

h t tp : / /news .bbc .co .uk / loca l / su r rey /h i /peop le_and_p laces /na tu re /
newsid_8362000/8362833.stm 

mailto:janecausebrook@hotmail.com
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I had another call from Stan Clark, he was 
telling me he was enjoying the long-tailed tits 
visiting his garden on a regular basis.  I think the 
numbers must be on the increase because in the 
past couple of years I’ve had them coming to the 
feeders here.  He also mentioned he’s seen a 
buzzard pick up a cat and drop it again… obviously 
too big for a buzzard.  Good job cats land on their 
feet. 

I saw a couple of roe deer when I was out and 
about today.  Wisely, they still appear to have their 
winter coats. Such graceful creatures. 
Pamela Cox 

Mobile Library 
Please note that the Mobile Library service has been withdrawn with immediate 
effect.   

Village Profile - Cherry Pilcher 
Volunteer at Community Cafe, committee member of Bugbrooke 
Charities and Flower Club, member of U3A. 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Croydon, Surrey, and came to Northampton as a 
bride in 1955. I was pleasantly surprised by Northampton. It was 
then a lovely market town. I moved to Bugbrooke late 1969. 
Have you always worked among flowers? 
My first job was with a solicitor in Northampton until my son was 
born. Later I had an office job with a builders at Harlestone. 
I always loved doing floral arrangements and did them for social 
functions for the ‘Lions’ of which my husband was a member. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
The leisure amenities for all age groups, mainly run by volunteers, among which I 
count myself. I was able to make many good friends here. I had no relatives in the 
area so  friends were and are very important. One particular friend, Rene Scarsbrook 
was very close and like a sister to me. She had done floristry as a young girl and 
together we started the Bugbrooke Flower Club which is still going strong (40 years 
later) as the Bugbrooke and District Flower Society. Rene and I had been to the 
Flower Club in Northampton but it was very big and impersonal. 
What are you most proud of? 
When my family moved on I was able to train in Floristry, which is totally different from 
Flower Arrangement. I opened my Florist/Gift shop in 1986, where I traded for 25 
years plus. Rene was also with me in this venture. I loved the shop and did not retire 
until I was 78. Sadly supermarkets have killed the small florists. 
What gave you most pleasure in the shop? 
People. They come to buy flowers at specially emotional times in their lives - for 
celebrations, weddings and funerals. I love the colour and texture of flowers. I enjoy 
the artistry of putting the arrangements together to produce the appropriate effect. It 
can be therapeutic for the customer. I would visit people in their homes if they didn’t 
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want to come out. I received many letters of appreciation. 
Where did you get the flowers from? 
In the early days they came direct from Covent Garden. Later there was a large van 
called the Flying Dutchman, which came 2 or 3 times a week, like a shop inside, and 
I could choose which I wanted for my shop. 
Is there anything you don’t like about Bugbrooke? 
The loss of shops here since my arrival makes me sad. There are people living here 
who need shops in the village. 
When was your happiest moment? 
The birth of my son. 
Do you enjoy music/ sport? 
Music from Classical to folk and popular pop. 
Sport, now as an observer. Tennis, Gymnastics, and although not a sport as such, 
Ballroom dancing, all of which I took very seriously at the time. 
What or who do you admire? 
I greatly admire people who courageously overcome disability and achieve great 
goals in life. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
Horticulture or veterinary perhaps. I would have liked to go to University but there 
was no opportunity for me to do that. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
I am very fond of the British Isles with no particular favourites. A world cruise would 
be a bonus if I won the lottery. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Have respect and tolerance for all no matter what colour, race or creed. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
My Bible, if only one is allowed. Any other would be entertaining or instructive for a 
very short while. 
Is the Church important to you? 
Now that I have retired I do more in the Church. My faith is important. 
What is your favourite flower? 
I like small flowers. Lily of the Valley, wood anemones and violets. I remember that 
ladies in London used to sell little posies of parma violets. I used to buy them for my 
mother. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
As a nice individual and a good friend. 
You seem to be a very busy person even since you retired? 
I have many interests: gardening, animals, theatre, cinema, scrabble, whist, 
voluntary work, and most of all people. Service to our Community Cafe ‘Badgers 
Break’ since the beginning, and its success, has given me great pleasure. 
What in life is most important to you? 
Waking each morning in good health, looking forward to what the day will bring. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

100 Years Ago, February and March 1918 
The on-going World War still had great influence on the wider world and events, the 
most significant of the latter being what was in effect a civil war in Russia. Whilst the 
war at sea saw the continuing almost daily loss of Allied shipping to German U-boat 
action, operations on land were showing gradual Allied success – except for the 
largest and closest to home, the Western Front. This was soon to be affected by 
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developments on the Eastern Front, freeing the German Army from conflict there and 
allowing troops to be re-deployed. 

After Lenin’s ‘Bolsheviks’ seized power in Russia during November 1917 they 
enjoyed an unofficial peace treaty with the Central Powers, allowing the gradual 
release of German units. These would enable  a major new offensive on the Western 
Front , now planned for the Spring of 1918, eventually utilising some 40 additional 
Divisions arriving from the east; the advance was to be named ‘Operation 
Michael’ (after Germany’s patron saint). 

It seemed that the embryonic Soviet Russia was officially out of the war and its 
army was to demobilise, though there was no formal treaty with the Central Powers. 

On 12 February, Prime Minister David Lloyd George announced a change in the 
military situation, saying that there were ‘enormous’ German reinforcements on the 
Western Front. However, in that theatre there were some small French successes, 
notably in Champagne, with American batteries joining in the bombardment – an 
early involvement on their part. 

After the apparent ‘peace’ in the east, but with the Bolsheviks slow to disarm 
and demobilise, hostilities resumed on 18 February and German units advanced 
further into Russia, taking many prisoners and forcing the Bolsheviks to re-negotiate. 
Severe German terms were eventually accepted on 3 March, with the Bolsheviks/
Soviets signing a peace treaty with the Central Powers and formally demobilising. 

On 16 March a small force, comprising some 130 Royal Marines under 
command of a Major in the Royal Marine Light Infantry, was landed from the 
battleship HMS Glory at the port of Murmansk, on the Barents Sea coast of north 
Russia; their overt task was to safeguard Allied-donated war stores. This modest 
start led to a major ‘Allied Intervention’ in Russia in support of the loyalist ‘White 
Russian’ forces that were resisting the revolutionary ‘Red Russian’ forces of the 
Bolsheviks/Soviets. In effect this became an undeclared war against the Bolsheviks, 
which only ended in practice on 18 November 1920 when the Soviet Government 
was officially recognised, cemented by an Anglo-Soviet Trade Treaty of 16 March 
1921. 

Back on the Western Front, Operation Michael – known popularly as “The 
Kaiser’s Battle” – began on 21 March with attacks westwards across a 50-mile front. 
This was immediately successful, with the Germans gaining ground and taking some 
16,000 Allied prisoners during the first day. 

By 25 March the German advance west had reached where the front line had 
been in July 1916. The next day the advance was halted, probably as much through 
stretched logistics as anything, and coincidentally that day the Allies agreed to 
appoint French Marshal Ferdinand Foch as Commander-in-Chief (retrospectively 
announced officially on 14 April). The German advance resumed the following day, 
but was repulsed on 28 March. That same day, American General John Pershing 
offered Foch the use of all American forces, having previously kept them solely under 
American command. 

Over the next two days King George V made a private visit to the front; on 31 
March his cousin, the Kaiser, called this Somme offensive ‘the greatest in history’, 
claiming that 75,000 Allied prisoners had been taken. 

Meanwhile, in the Middle East, General Sir Edmund Allenby was advancing 
successfully across a wide front east of Jerusalem, liberating Jericho on 21 February 
and defeating a large Turkish force on 26 March, taking 3,000 prisoners. For his 
services during these operations, former local policeman (and earlier soldier) William 
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Anderton LATTIMER was awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal, serving as a 
Sergeant in his old unit, the Royal Garrison Artillery.  The decoration was announced 
in the London Gazette Supplement of 11 April 1918, with a glowing citation published 
in the Supplement of 1 May. 

Other Bugbrooke men known to be in this theatre 
included four Sappers in 115 Railway Company, Royal 
Engineers – Andrew Albert EALES, Oliver MEAD, Herbert 
William ROBINS and Fred Lowe SAUNDERS, whose 
army numbers were respectively 289129, 289141, 
289151 and 289282!  These four had met another 
Bugbrooke man, Philip CAMPION, serving with the 
Warwickshire Yeomanry, in the Egyptian desert in 1916.  
Philip was now in Alexandria awaiting embarkation for  
his unit’s move to France. 

On the Home Front, there were a number of raids 
causing civilian casualties – on 15 February, Dover was 
shelled from the sea; on 17 and 18 February, and 7 
March, London was bombed from the air; on 12 and 13 
March, York and Durham respectively were bombed from Zeppelins. 

Though quite a number of Bugbrooke men are known to have been in units on 
the Western Front and thus facing the German offensive, little of their specific 
involvement is known. At least none were casualties during these two months, as far 
as is known. 

Some other individual details are known, however. During February Private 
Arthur Sydney Jacob BASS went to France with the Machine Gun Corps (MGC); 
Lance-Corporal Wallace Pateman NIGHTINGALE who had been wounded and taken 
prisoner on 10 July 1917 in France while serving with the MGC, was released on 22 
February and returned to England, where he was discharged, receiving the Silver 
War Badge (and post-war, the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal and the Victory 
Medal). 

Percival Evelyn AMBLER, barely 18 years old, had attested in early February 
and was posted to 53rd (Young Soldier) Battalion, the Royal Fusiliers from 1 March, 
for training; Lieutenant William Henry PAYNE and his brother Sergeant John PAYNE, 
both serving with the Northamptonshire Yeomanry on the 
Italian Front, moved to the Asiago area during March; 
Private Ernest William BARNES, a cook by trade and 
initially with the Army Service Corps (ASC), was posted 
from 17th (Service) Battalion, the Welsh Regiment (on its 
disbandment because of high casualties) to No. 3 Field 
Bakery, ASC, on 15 March; Officer Cadet Charles Bertie 
Ernest KING of 2/28th Battalion, the London Regiment, 
an officer training unit, was appointed a Second 
Lieutenant in the North Staffordshire Regiment from 26 
March and posted to its 3rd (Reserve) Battalion; 
Corporal Harry George LOVELL, Scots Guards, 
wounded in France during October 1917, re-joined his 
regiment there on 31 March. 

Sadly, there is one death at home to record, that of 
William James PAXTON, who died of Tuberculosis on 11 
February in Northampton General Hospital, aged just 32. 

Fred Saunders in 

football kit in 1920 

Corporal Harry Lovell re-

joined his regiment after    

being wounded 
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He had served in France with the Royal Garrison Artillery as a Gunner (private 
soldier), returning to England on 19 October 1917 because of illness and being 
discharged on 29 November, receiving the Silver War Badge. He left a widow in 
Bugbrooke, Alice May PAXTON (née SHIRLEY), and two children; in December 
1924 Alice, now Mrs EALES, having re-married in early 1920, received the British 
War Medal and Victory Medal for which William had qualified. 

The Bugbrooke School log records the unreliable fuel supplies – coke and coal 
– that caused some school closures because of extreme cold – 3 February, and 5 
and 6 March. The Headmaster, Frank Wright, was obliged to escalate matters on 
several occasions. 

On 27 February a Tank was in Northampton to promote War Savings and Mrs 
Lily Collins, a teacher at the school and a secretary of the local savings scheme, 
was given leave to visit the Tank and to buy four savings certificates. 

The school closed at midday on Friday 22 March for the usual Easter holiday, 
staff and pupils no doubt unaware of the German onslaught of the Allied line in 
France that had just begun. 
Roger Colbourne for the 100 Years Project 

Bugbrooke team take on Monte Carlo rally challenge! 
Toby Cottam is leading a team from Bugbrooke taking part in Europe’s largest 
banger driving challenge this summer.  The Monte Carlo or Bust Rally will see 
around 75 vehicles, each purchased for £500 or less, travel from the UK to Monte 
Carlo via Belgium, Luxembourg, France, Germany, Switzerland and Italy. 

The rally challenges entrants to source and decorate a banger for less than 
£500 and take part in a variety of fun challenges along the way competing for points 
and prizes.  The 3-day crusade will see the bangers visit some of Europe's most 
exciting locations and experience spectacular roads with backdrops of sun, sea, 
sand and snow!  Previous participants have raised over £300,000 for UK charities 
and received media coverage on both sides of the Channel. Organisers are 
confident that the 2018 Rally will be an even bigger success! 

Rally spokesperson, Simon Johnston, comments:  “We are delighted that Toby 
and the team are joining us this summer on Europe’s ultimate banger rally 
adventure. This is a brilliant opportunity to have an amazing driving experience in 
one of the worst cars from Bugbrooke!” 

The team now have until May to get their car and fancy dress ready for the 
event.  More information can be found on the event website at www.bustrallies.com 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Would you like to get a bit of exercise and socialise at the same time? Then bowls 
could be the sport for you. We are a small friendly club with the bowling green 
situated behind the community centre. We have a full fixture list of friendly matches, 
leagues and competitions and our membership spans all ages. 

The season will start with an open day on Sunday 22nd April at 2.30pm when 
members will be honing their skills after the long winter break. If anyone would like 
to try the sport then please come along, all you need is flat soled shoes as we will 
provide the bowls and coaching. 

For any further information about the club please contact Robin Frost 01604 
831567 or Geoff Hayter 01604 831130 or look at our website 
www.bugbrookebowlsclub.co.uk  

http://www.bustrallies.com/
http://www.bugbrookebowlsclub.co.uk
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Well that cheered me on a drab Tuesday morning. Escaped sheep in the garden. 
They were not there long enough to get the grass down enough to save the first mow! 
Couldn't pen them in until they were collected, they went walk-about to neighbours garden 
but only in there for a minute before another walk-about up The Paddocks. Finally they 
were happy to follow the promise of sheep nuts when their owner tempted them. Been a 
long time since I kept a few sheep myself so that was a little bit of fun.—Linda Sgoluppi 
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Chris Groves-Kirby  had fieldfares 

in his garden during the March 

snow, while Allen Dale injoyed a 

visit by Reed Buntings in his. 

Lyndsey Hutchings picture of very 

young lambs  in the March snow. 

Laura Arnold on the Road to 

Pattishall on March 3rd. 
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Smoking still a major cause of house fires 
Fire-fighters in Northamptonshire last year attended 17 accidental house fires in which 
smoking was named as the cause. 

Officers from Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service (NFRS) are asking 
smokers to take extreme caution when using and throwing away smoking materials. 
This April sees the National Fire Chiefs Council concentrate on smoking as their focus 
in the countrywide Fire Kills campaign. Across the country, smoking remains a major 
reason why fires break out in the home.  

In the financial year 2016-2017, NFRS attended 17 accidental domestic fires 
linked to smoking and, so far this year, 16 have already been attended. 

Tina Collett, NFRS District Liaison Officer said: “The best advice to minimise risks 
would of course be to stop smoking completely, but for continuing smokers, we would 
urge them to make sure they keep safe. Smoking becomes such a part of people’s 
lives, it is too easy to forget how dangerous it can be if cigarettes, matches and other 
items are not used and disposed of safely. We hope people will take notice of our 
advice and really think about the smoking practices they use in their own homes.” 

The joint Prevention and Community Protection Department (Northamptonshire 
Fire and Rescue Service and Northamptonshire Police) would like to remind people 
about some of the steps they can take to keep safe. 

1) Stub cigarettes out properly and dispose of them carefully. Put them out, right 
out. 

2) Use a proper ashtray, never a wastepaper basket. 
3) Make sure your ashtray can’t tip over and is made of a material that won’t burn. 
4) Don’t leave a lit cigarette, cigar or pipe lying around. They can easily fall over 

and start a fire. 
5) Take extra care if you smoke when you’re tired, taking prescription drugs, or if 

you’ve been drinking. You might fall asleep and set your bed or sofa on fire. 
6) Never smoke in bed 
7) Keep matches and lighters out of children’s reach. 
8) Consider buying child resistant lighters and match boxes. 

Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2018 
First of all, I would like to thank all the people who took part. There were 55 participants 
and despite the sad fact that we have lost 5 of our regular contributors, we had one 
more than last year. There are only 3 roads now where there is not a contribution. 

This was the 9th year of the annual Bugbrooke Birdwatch and despite there 
appearing to be little change in the overall figures, there were some curious facts. From 
a personal perspective, I was left with a feeling of gloom. It was the first year that I did 
not see any kind of finch in the garden. The food I put out hasn’t changed, the 
immediate surroundings haven’t changed and there are fewer predatory cats around 
(only my own). In 2015, the RSPB reported that the number of greenfinches visiting 
gardens had reduced by 53% since 1979 and the concern was that the disease 
trichomonosis, which particularly affects greenfinches, was to blame. Oh dear, I 
thought, it really is having a devastating effect and perhaps it is affecting other finches 
too. Then the tally forms started to come and it seems that in some parts of the village, 
notably an area around the Johns Road area, there were lots of finches in the gardens. 
Finches are not dependent on garden feeders if there is a good supply of seeds in the 
countryside following a decent summer, and we live close to open countryside, so that 
could be an explanation for their absence in our garden. (I have actually seen two 
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greenfinches on the sunflower seed feeder since the birdwatch and the occasional 
chaffinch). 

By far the most abundant and most frequent visitor to our garden this winter has 
been the long tailed tit. They do tend to go around in small flocks of 6-10 before 
pairing off for breeding, so if they come to your garden, they do come in a good 
number at the end of January. They love the suet blocks, although they do visit the 
peanuts and the mixed seed holders when it gets too congested around the suet 
feeder. Blue tits, coal tits and great tits also came and it is interesting to see the 
pecking order between the species. Great tits are by far the most aggressive with 
coal tits being the least, so deference is shown whenever someone from higher in 
the pecking order arrives. 

Over the years of watching birds in the garden, there have been subtle changes 
in behaviour with some species learning new ways. There are always birds 
underneath the feeders looking for seed and scraps dropped by the tits and finches, 
but over the years, some have watched and learned. Robins were always seen 
scavenging but now they commonly feed directly from the feeders, and being 
aggressive birds, they can hold their own if challenged. More recently I have noticed, 
at first one dunnock and now two venturing upward. They are rather timid and are 
careful to defer to most other species, but they still persist. Rather strangely too, we 
have one wood pigeon who balances precariously on a nearby rail, to reach the 
mixed seed feeder. There is a lot of flapping to regain balance but it too still persists. 
Chaffinches too seem to have learned the new skill. 

Now for the statistics. I have put last year’s results in brackets so that you can 
compare them directly. 55 (54) people took part. 31 (34) species were seen 
throughout the village. The average number of species/garden was 8.89 (9.83). The 
greatest number seen was 16 (18). The smallest number seen was 3 (3). The top 
10s showed little change with no different species displacing those from last year. 
Graphs of total numbers of each species and the number of gardens where the 
individual species appear, together with the top tens can be seen at Petstop. 
Margaret Cooke 

Bugbrooke Art Group 
The Bugbrooke Art Group Annual Exhibition this year will be held on Saturday 12th 
and Sunday 13th May. Opening times are 11am until 5pm both days. Entrance is 
free and as usual we will have plenty of pictures for you to come and look at with a 
chance to buy. There will be loads of hand painted cards and another interesting free 
competition to get you thinking. Homemade cake, coffee and tea will be available at 
very reasonable prices. 

The group meet every Tuesday evening at the Community Centre at around 
7:30 and are always pleased to welcome new members, whether beginners or 
seasoned artists. We don’t have any formal tuition but the current members are 
always happy to give advice, suggestions or just friendly encouragement. There’s no 
joining fee or long term commitment, so why not come along and try out a relaxing 
and rewarding pastime. Hope to see you there. 

For further information: call Dave Marshall on (01604) 831016, come and talk to 
us at the exhibition, or just turn up on a Tuesday night. 
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Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Our 1st XI gained promotion for a consecutive year and move up to League 7 for 
2018. Our 2nd XI remain in League 12. The first Sunday match of the Season is on 
22nd April, with the opening League Matches for both 1st and 2nd XI's on May 5th - 
fixture list of matches are on the Pavilion Notice Board. This year the Club will be 
providing cricket training on a Wednesday evening for juniors and seniors from a 
fully qualified ECB coach. 

There was a Signing On Evening on Friday 23rd March at the Pavilion  
for players and Social Members. If you couldn't make it turn up anytime during 
match, training or social days or contact Peter at the email address below, and you 
will be made most welcome. 

Last Friday in the month Socials have started again from about 7pm until late - 
the next is on the 30th March and continue throughout 2018. The Socials were well 
attended in 2017 with up to 30 present, everyone most welcome 
whatever their age.  Social Membership is only £5 per year.         

Indoor Nets for Seniors continue weekly on a Wednesday evening until the 
11th April 9pm to 10pm at the County Ground, Northampton. Your chance to 
impress the selectors before the season begins. 
Peter White (President), 50 High St.Bugbrooke, 01604 830452,  
p.g.white@btinternet.com. Club Website bugbrooke.play-cricket.com Twitter: 
@BugbrookeCC 

From ‘Bugbrooke the Friendly Page’ on Facebook 
Simon Hall My daughter and I were walking home from the shop and caught up with a 
few local teenagers in the alleyway. Typical youngsters, swearing and showing off. Just 
as I was thinking "Kids today; all the same.", one of them glanced backwards, saw my 
5yr old girl and called out "Guys, shut up. There's a small kid back there.". All swearing 
instantly stopped...How wrong could I have been? 

 
Andy Stockley Last autumn we were on our way back from the canal coming into the 
village down Camp Hill, we got to the Green and I thought I needed a sit down. There 
was a crowd of youngsters there being yoofy, and I thought - they're only kids. So I 
introduced myself and asked if there might be a seat for an old boy with a sore leg.  
They leapt to their feet, sat me down, one of the girls talked to us and the others moved 
along a bit and carried on being yoof. We're all just people at the end of the day, mustn't 
be frightened of each other. 

Bugbrooke Boot Camp 
I would love to tell you a little about my Bugbrooke Bootcamp that is now coming up to 
its 3rd year in Business. 

Lots of people know about Fitness by Sara, some certainly don’t. It all started 34 
months ago when my husband was complaining about the money I was spending at my 
local virgin gym trying to keep fit and entertaining myself and my 2 young boys Harrison 
and Charlton - a few months after I had sadly been made redundant from my dream job, 
working in a major publishing/media London based firm. 

I decided to put the feelers out on the wonderful facebook page in Bugbrooke, we 
had only been in the village for 12 months so hardly knew anyone and had been working 
full time too.  My 1st Client Katie Deakin turned up the very next day; we ran, we 

mailto:p.g.white@btinternet.com
http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com
https://www.facebook.com/simon.hall.589583?fref=gs&hc_ref=ARQuedIQJCYwH6Bqpdpw1VgiQNIxdORsx6JOflJtDskAGi8db7CG5Q_X2-NNAY_T5AQ&dti=414422245376845&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100004872399620&fref=gc&dti=414422245376845
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laughed, we become friends and the next day Katie brought her 2 friends and within a 
week I had 15 Ladies enjoying the sunshine at the fields of Bugbrooke. I then bought 
lots of equipment and paid for my college course to become a personal trainer!! 
I passed my course with flying colours and have never looked back! I now run 6 outdoor 
and 5 indoor Bootcamps. 

I love that ladies and some gents in the village now use FBS weekly, most 2 to 3 
times a week as I make it so addictive and cost effective to do so! 
I offer 121 PT, small group PT, 3x beginners and over 60yr old class, I am a qualified 
meditation teacher and also studying Pilates and will be teaching that as of end of April 
2018 !! 

I have clients who are between 13-75years old  and totally love that I can help 
people from Bugbrooke and the surrounding areas become confident, strong and 
healthy all year round! 

Please come along to my fitness studio for a chat. visit me at 
www.fitnessbysara.uk or call me on 07799058681.  
Sara Warren-Hawes  

Potholes 
I need to apologise to a particular pothole in the Paddocks. It was National Pothole Day 
on 8th March and I had intended to honour the excellent example of this phenomena 
with a cake and candle. Instead I was away and the rather excellent specimen pothole 
we have half way up the Paddocks was left to be but one among many with no 
celebration to recognise its existence. 

Don’t get me wrong, 'Paddocks Pothole' wasn’t lonely, it has plenty of company, 
both in the Paddocks and in other parts of the village of Bugbrooke and beyond. There 
is a pothole joke: 'In Britain we used to drive on the left of the road, now we just drive on 
what is left of the road’. The joke applies in our village as it does in so many other 
villages, towns, cities, urban and rural roads as to make it hardly worth considering just 
one pothole. But, if we begin to be so overwhelmed with the sheer number of potholes 
so that we cannot see the one, the individual pothole then we are truly become a 
bankrupt culture. 

We must consider the one, that particular 'stand-out' pothole, the special pothole to 
be celebrated for being a pothole among potholes. A pothole being deeper, wider and 
rougher among its peers, a pothole that shows us the depth to which it can sink, and 
with the width of its bearing, the texture of its edges and roughness of its bottom. For 
the craftiness of how it waits for a car to be parked one side of it so passing cars have 
little choice but to have their tyres swallowed into its depths, straining springs and shock 
absorbers on every car caught in its Venus fly-trap like snare. Such a pothole needs to 
be honoured, and we in Bugbrooke failed to do that, failed miserably. 

It might be that other streets in Bugbrooke might like to claim the best pothole 
status for the top prize, the Pothole Olympic numero uno even. But for now I’m claiming 
the prize for halfway up (or down) The Paddocks. 

Come to think about it Kislingbury has its Flower Pot people/festival, Harpole has 
its scarecrows, so perhaps Bugbrooke should have a Pothole Festival. We could paint 
our potholes different luminous colours, put mirrors in them to reflect the sky, make little 
gardens in them create miniature boating lakes, and generally decorate them in myriad 
different ways or invite people to treat them in creative ways we’ve still to marvel at. Of 
course all such activities would probably have to be done in the dead of night to avoid 
some officious complaints from the pothole protection league. 

http://www.fitnessbysara.uk/
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We, the village of Bugbrooke, can lead the way in saluting our country's potholes. 
It’s over to you my fellow Bugbrookians to add your claims to the top Bugbrooke 

Pothole, your suggestions as to the way forward for the Bugbrooke Pothole Festival, 
or your rants and moans, but please do try to rant and moan in amusing ways. 
Linda Sgoluppi 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/
Jigsaw Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (three 
groups). 

Future events: 
Monday 16 April at 2.00pm – ‘About the Fez – The Life of Tommy Cooper’ by 

Steve Dimmer. Tommy’s progress from amateur entertainer to Britain’s favourite funny 
man, with clips from hilarious routines. 

Monday 21 May at 2.00pm – The Annual General Meeting. Tea/coffee and 
biscuits as usual afterwards, guests always welcome. 

Enquiries to 01327-340954 (Margaret Macintosh) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper
-nene 

Bugbrooke and Vöhl Exchange / Village Twinning 
We are looking forward to welcoming our friends from Vöhl,  Germany, to Bugbrooke 
during the week beginning 6th May.  Vöhl is one of Bugbrooke’s official partner 
villages.  Our partnership is far more than a name on a signpost as you enter our 
village.  We have had a football exchange tour with the residents of Vöhl for over 30 
years.   In recent years the exchange has been for the youth teams at Bugbrooke St 
Michael’s Football Club.   

We are expecting approximately 25 children and 10 adults during the week.   
There will be lots of football at the club, dinners with families and some tourist trips out 
and about.  We are used to receiving the very best hospitality during our visits to Vöhl 
and we try to reciprocate this on their trips to Bugbrooke. The Football Club will be 
open during the week so please feel free to drop by and have a drink. If you have a 
child learning German, this is a great opportunity for them to make new friends and 
learn about life in Germany. If your child plays for Bugbrooke St Michael’s, and is 
interested in going to Germany next year, we encourage you to get involved with the 
week and meet some of the people involved in the tour. If your child enjoyed their trip 
to Germany last year, please help out by hosting a dinner.  The team managers will 
have details of how to do this.  

The tour is due to arrive at 5pm on Sunday 6th May. Please join us at the club to 
welcome them. The Football Club is always grateful to have new volunteers. Could 
you spare some time to help  throughout the year?  We would love to hear from you.       
Yours in sport 
Willy Marriott  831606 

 
 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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Nether Heyford Tennis Club 

“Open Day”-Sunday 8th April 

10.00am – 2.00pm 

Interested in playing tennis?  Please come along and see what our club 

has to offer. 

We are a small friendly club offering tennis for all abilities and ages.  

Coaching and league match-play is available as well as many club so-

cial sessions. 

 
For more information please find us on facebook or phone Jo 349094 

 



52 

 



53 

 



54 

 

 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel  CC - Community Centre  CCP - Church Car Park   

Ch - St Michael & All Angels     NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall    

Diary   

April   

5 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers CCP 

9 19:30 Bugbrooke WI -  Antiques Roadshow  CC 

11 19:30 Friends of St Michael and All Angels - AGM SS 

11 19:30 History Group - History of Northampton Gaol CC 

12 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers CC 

16 14:00 U3A Group - About the Fez CC 

18 14:00 Wednesday Club (till 16:00) SS 

19 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers CCP 

22 14:30 Bowls Club - Open Day CC 

23 19:45 Flower Club - A Box of Delights NHVH 

26 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers CCP 

May   

9 19.30 LINK AGM at 31 Pilgrims Lane  

12/13 11:00 Art Group - Exhibition (till 17:00) CC 

14 19:30 Bugbrooke WI  - National Resolutions at Harpole  

21 14:00 U3A Group – AGM CC 

June    

4 19:30 Bugbrooke WI  - The Glamour of Good Health CC 

7 18:00 Friends of Bugbrooke School - Circus on playing field  

23  Flower Club - Outing to Ely Flower Festival  

25 19:45 Flower Club - An Evening with Julia Knights NHVH 
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