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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 208), February 2018 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
 
 
Welcome to the first edition of 2018; hopefully the year has got off to 
a good start for you. 

If you have decided to get fit then why not look for facilities and groups in 
Bugbrooke or the nearby villages, rather than heading off to an expensive health club? I 
imagine it would be a less daunting prospect and you would have a chance to socialise 
as well without travelling too far. 

For those who are not planning on jumping up this instant, we have a number of 
really interesting articles that I’m sure will make you think about the connection between 
past and current events. 

As always, thanks so much for your contributions as the magazine can’t work 
without you. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 05 
March 2018, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred 

way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The Parish Council has been asked to respond to a suggestion from Weedon Parish 
Council that a PCSO should be paid for by a group of local villages to police the 
participating communities.  The Parish Council decided to discuss the matter with the 
Police Commission for Northants regarding the implications.  The cost of a PCSO would 
be about £38,000 a year and would be payable via an addition to the village Precept.  
As Councillors would be spending residents money, the Council decided to take time to 
find out whether it would be money well spent.  A suggestion was also made by 
Councillor Henson that CCTV cameras should be installed in the village.  As details of 
where these might be located were not available and costs were not known it was 
decided to defer the issue until a future date. 

Following a further two accidents on the bridge over the brook on Cornhill Road, 
The Parish Council has contacted NCC Highways to see whether a non-slip surface 
could be installed at this point.  This must be a cheaper option that having to repair 
posts and rails that have been damaged every year. If you travel that route on icy 
mornings, be aware this is a constant danger point. 

The Parish Council has agreed to support an application by the Village Hall Pre-
School for New Homes Bonus funding from SNC.  The majority of Councillors felt the 
group provided a valuable service to the village and wanted to support it.  The Parish 
Council also approved grant applications from the Bugbrooke Fete Committee and 
Bugbrooke Bowls Club to help them continue their contribution to village life. 

There is still some money left in the fund for this year so groups wishing to benefit 
from a grant to improve their facilities and provision for the community should apply by 
the end of February.  Please contact the Parish Clerk on bugbrookepc@btconnect.com 
or 01604 832838 

The vacancy created by the death of Councillor King in the autumn, has been filled 

Front Page:   Fiona Seager’s very Christmassy  photo of the Old Post Office now 
used as the Pantry Door  café and shop. 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
mailto:bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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by the appointment of Ms Sarah Jane Munday.  She has lived in the village all her 
life and will have a good insight into any issues that will arise in the future.  I would 
like to express the Parish Council’s sincere thanks to the other people who applied 
and hope they will try again in the future.  It is good to know there are people in 
Bugbrooke who are prepared to stand as Councillors, as many villages find it 
difficult to reach their required numbers. 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
The Committee would like to thank everyone in Bugbrooke and the surrounding 
area for their support and donations in 2017 which allowed us to distribute vouchers 
to eligible applicants within the village. 

After last year’s very successful event, we are again holding a Beer And Cider 
tasting evening with a Ploughman’s supper on Saturday 24th March at the 
Community Centre starting at 7.30pm. 

Tickets will be £12 per person available from Rosemary Harries on 830117 
and Linda Hartgrove on 07837 733664, we expect it to be very popular so please 
book early. 

We look forward to welcoming you to a sociable and enjoyable evening. 
Nigel Burt  (Chairman) 

A Personal Journey and Commitment! 
A film fan from the late 50’s did not prepare me for the cinema 
event of the late seventies when I, along with my late wife and a 
couple of friends, went to the Odeon Cinema in Birmingham where 
I sat in childlike awe and wonder at the first Star Wars movie (Now 
officially number four and renamed Star Wars ‘A new hope’). 

One of the climactic scenes in this film was when Obi-Wan 
Kenobi splits up from the group to disable the tractor-beam that 
trapped the Millennium Falcon on the space station. Obi-Wan 
Kenobi does sabotage the tractor beam but comes face to face with 
his former apprentice, Darth Vader. They both “unsheathe” their 
lightsabres and prepare for a duel. During their fight, Obi-Wan warns Darth Vader 
about what would happen if he defeats him saying “If you strike me down, I shall 
become more powerful than you can possibly imagine.” 

A quote I have often put in the mouth of Jesus as he makes his way to the 
cross! 

However, in the latest instalment of the Star Wars Saga (The Last Jedi) there 
is another lightsabre fight, this time between Kelo Ren (who murders his Father, 
Hans Solo) and an aged and wise Luke Skywalker.  As the fight comes to a climax 
and the survival of the resistance is in the balance, Luke looks straight at Kelo Ren 
and says “…. strike me down in anger and I'll always be with you. Just like your 
father.” 

A quote that made me sit straighter in my cinema seat and hit me with as 
much force as when I heard Obi-Wan Kenobi say his line all those years before! 

Since watching the film those words have laid heavy on my heart as I observe 
another New Year looming in front of us all. 

Many of the world’s ills find their focus in long-held grudges, vengeance, anger 
and unforgiveness! 

In many of the 2017 Christmas Cards I wrote ….. ‘This is the year of visiting 
dangerously, so be warned!’ A flippant comment yes, but implied my intention to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kpHK4YIwY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kpHK4YIwY4
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visit friends separated by time and distance.  However, I have also come to the 
realisation and personal commitment to make visits to a few people to whom I have 
constructively used distance and time to avoid the painful need to be reconciled and 
give and receive forgiveness!  The anger may not be as tangible as the fictional anger 
between Kelo Ren and Luke Skywalker, nevertheless it has followed me and needs 
resolution. 

Why not join me on my journey of reconciliation and seek out those people who 
we have spent time avoiding, holding grudges and negative feelings. Feelings we try 
and submerge, but which come to the surface reminding us of unfinished business! 

I’m not downplaying how difficult this is, but Jesus showed the way by forgiving 
both the thief beside Him on the cross, declaring “Today you shall be with me in 
paradise” and those who put him on the cross by saying “Forgive them, for they know 
not what they do’. 

Grace and Peace in your journey into 2018. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

The Royal Family go to South Africa:   Peter Attwood 
remembers 
In February 1947 King George VI, Queen Elizabeth and their two daughters, Princess 
Elizabeth and Princess Margaret, boarded  the HMS Vanguard for a historic visit to 
South Africa. Peter Attwood, now resident in Bugbrooke, was one of the crew. He 
remembers the voyage with great pleasure, and is happy to share his memories with 
the LINK. 

Peter had an ambition to join the Navy. He had a job at Jimmy’s End in a shoe 
factory, but spent all his spare time with the volunteer sailors. As soon as he could, 
aged 17, he became an Able Seaman and was stationed at Portsmouth. At the 
beginning of 1946 he travelled up to Glasgow to join the new ship, HMS Vanguard.          
Vanguard had taken 3 years to build. Over 3,500 men and women were employed 
continuously on her construction. She was a battleship in the forefront of her class. In 
November 1944 HRH Princess Elizabeth (later to be our Queen) broke a bottle of 
Empire Wine across her bows and the ship was launched. She was fitted out and on 
May 2nd 1946 she moved down the Clyde to the Tail of the Bank off Greenock, where 
she was blessed. Once all the trials and tests by dockers and crew had been carried 
out successfully, she moved to Portsmouth on 9th August where she was fitted with 
Royal quarters and was ready to sail to South Africa on February 1st 1947. 

Able Seaman Peter Attwood was one of the ship’s company of 1800 officers and 
men on this historic voyage, the first visit to be paid to that dominion by a reigning 
Monarch and his Queen. 

A book on the HMS Vanguard and the Royal Voyage to South Africa (Price 
Ninepence) and a Souvenir Programme are beautiful reminders for Peter of the 
voyage.  There are fascinating facts in these books. 

    Length   813 ft (Nelsons Column is 170ft 6inches high) 
    Quantity of steel used in construction    40,000 tons 
    Main Armament    8,  15inch guns (twin turrets) 
    Secondary Armaments    16   5.25 inch guns (twin turrets) 
    Electric Cable used     2,000 miles 
    Number Electric Light bulbs fitted    6,750 
    Number Telephones installed       1,250 
    Amount fresh water distilled daily    over 100.000 gallons 
    Quantity of rum carried     1,400 gallons 
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The royal accommodation was self contained and made 
as comfortable as possible. It had its own galley and 
telephone switchboard. The crew slept in hammocks.  

There were no stops planned for the 17 days at sea. 
Peter says as they passed islands (Canary Islands) hundreds 
of people came out to cheer. 

On the eighth day they crossed the Equator and the 
traditional ceremony connected with Crossing the Line was 
carried out to everyone’s amusement. Some of the crew 
dressed in very impressive costumes, imitating animals 
(bears) and one was King Neptune. Peter took part and has a 
certificate to show for it, stating that he now has the freedom 
of the seas by order of King Neptune and must be treated 
with proper respect.  During the ceremony Peter was made to 
sit on a ducking chair and then tipped backwards into the swimming pool. Princess 
Elizabeth stepped forward for the ceremony and was seated on the chair. The crew 
waited for her to be ducked but a large powder puff was brought out to powder her 
nose instead. 

The Royal family and the sailors were entertained at shows put on by the crew, 
and they took part in dances. There was no television but there were cinema shows. 
Everyone was very friendly. Peter thought Princess Elizabeth was beautiful. Queen 
Elizabeth stopped to speak to Peter and asked him if he got good meals. We got 
VERY good meals, Peter said. The bread made on board was particularly good. The 
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bakery was efficient and up to date with electric ovens, automatic dough mixer and a 
specially improved bread-cooling room.  There were potato chipping machines, dish 
washers and bread buttering and slicing machines. Electric lifts conveyed food from 
Galley to Serveries. Peter served the food from there. 

“Action Stations” meant all the crew had a different job, to check and be ready to 
attack. “My job,” says Peter “was to get an iron ladder and place it alongside the gun to 
take the tompom out ready to fire.” 

“We docked at Cape Town on February 17th 1947. The Royal Family disembarked 
here and were taken round the country for the next weeks by the White Train, by motor 

and by air. The tour was 
extensive, during which 
they met both black and 
white South Africans. 
Apartheid was very strong 
in 1947. The crew was not 
allowed to speak to 
blacks. Peter thought the 
way the blacks were 
treated was dreadful. 
 While docked at 
Cape Town the men were 
granted a week’s leave. 
Peter and a mate went to 
stay with Mrs Vandemeer, 
wife of the Chief of Police, 

in Worcester (inland from Cape Town). Her name was Angelique. She was very 
welcoming, told the boys to help themselves to alcohol and food, make themselves at 
home. They were her sons for the weekend. There were lots of parties, barbecues 
(Brae) and dances going on. They had a whole week of drinking, dancing and swimming 
in the pool. The boys had a great time. The Chief of Police did plenty of drinking and 
often would come back home the worse for wear. The boys then carried him upstairs. 
Peter and Mrs V. sent letters to each other for several years after 1947. 

While the Royal Party were entertained all over South Africa and Rhodesia, HMS 
Vanguard travelled along the coast and docked at Simonstown, Port Elizabeth, East 
London and Durban – ‘to show the flag.’ 

On April 21st 1947 Princess Elizabeth celebrated her 21st birthday. She made a 
speech on the radio and a Civic Ball was held at the City Hall in her honour.  

On 24th April the Royal Party boarded HMS Vanguard and set sail for home and 
Princess Elizabeth married Philip when she got back to England. 

Peter has many photos of this memorable voyage. It was a very special experience. 
He later joined the crew on the ‘Indomitable’, an aircraft carrier which was anchored in 
the Solent. From here it would go out into the Channel for exercises (trials) – sometimes 
for torpedo attacks. 

Peter served just over 2 years in the Navy.  
Pat Kent 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our annual wine tasting on 8th December was a sell out, and made a profit of £565. We 
had a bit of a challenge this time because the kitchen at the Community Centre was out 
of bounds because of the refitting work there. In addition the Primary School’s Christmas 
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Extravaganza was held at the Centre earlier the same day, which made for a tight 
handover. However all problems were overcome and it ended up a most enjoyable 
evening.  So thank you to everyone who helped to make the event a success; with 
especial thanks to Dave Harries who once again acted as host for the evening; and 
not forgetting those who saw to the refreshments, organised the raffle, poured the 
wine etc. And thanks of course to all those who supported us by buying the tickets 
and turning out in freezing weather to make it such a great evening. 

Our AGM will be held at 7.30pm on 11th April in the Sunday School. All are 
welcome. 

Another fund raising event to look forward will be our famous Fish and Chip 
Supper/Quiz on 6th July at the Community Centre. 
Jim Inch 

Letter to the LINK 
I have recently been doing some ancestry research into a family in Ilford /Woodford 
Essex that has taken me from 1816 to almost current day, if I have the research right, 
I think the remaining descendants could be based in Bugbrooke NN7 area. 

I wonder if you have any detail or knowledge of where I can pass on my query 
please. 

I am at the stage of locating an IAN C NIGHTINGALE and KATHLEEN D 
NIGHTINGALE (Nee Wilmer) born about 1955/56. The family line I researched was 
the Jose's of Ilford marrying into the Biggs family of West Ham, London and the 
daughter being Barbara O Biggs (nee Jose) marrying a Mr Wilmer. 

I have amassed a great deal of research into the Jose's and descendants if you 
might possibly be able to pass this to the Nightingale's if anyone knows them or of 
them in the area. 

Thank you in advance. 
Terry C Jolley, 18 Wigfield Drive, Ward Green, Barnsley S70 5HR 

Shirley's Afternoon Tea 
Julie, Katie and April would like to say a huge thank-you to everyone who supported 
our Mum's afternoon tea. We had an amazing afternoon at the Sunday School. Mum 
left us with 17 tea sets, Mum knew we were going to do this event and raise money 
in memory of her. Tickets were £10 each and everyone got to keep a china cup, 
saucer and tea plate. The scene was set, all Mum's vintage tea sets, table cloths, 
and cake stands, all full of beautiful cakes and sandwiches and plenty of cups of tea. 
We had three very busy sittings. We ended the event with everyone singing 'Do-Re-
Mi'. 

A huge thank-you to everyone who bought tickets, made cakes, sandwiches, 
donated raffle prizes and tombola, stall holders and all the helpers on the day. 
Without you we could not have put on this event. 

We raised a massive £2111.00. Katie and Julie handed a cheque each for 
£1055.50 to Marie Curie and Hospice at Home. It was very special as we handed 
them to nurses that had cared for Mum. Mum would have loved the day, seeing 
everyone having fun. A huge gap is left without our Mum, but she is in our hearts 
forever. 

Thank-you, Julie, Katie and April. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=18+Wigfield+Drive&entry=gmail&source=g
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Shirley’s Afternoon Tea raised 
£2,111 and Katie and Julie handed 
a cheque each for £1055.50 to 
Marie Curie and Hospice at Home 
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Members of the Wednesday 
Club enjoying their Christmas 
lunch on December 13th 
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The Wednesday Club 
Hello everyone here we are with our final review of the year. 

 1st November  Today we went on a trip to The Picturedrome in Northampton. We 
were picked up by our usual minibus driver Martyn who then picked up the rest of the 
members from the Sunday School and drove us all there. We enjoyed a delicious lunch 
and dessert in a private area off the main dining room and then watched The Best 
Exotic Marigold Hotel film which was hilarious. It was a good afternoon out. 

15th November  Normal meeting today. We were all very saddened to learn that 
Mary French had passed away, she was a valued member of the club for many years 
and will be sadly missed. 

29th November  We had an exciting game of money bingo today, which was a lot 
of fun, this was followed by the raffle and some welcome afternoon refreshments. 

13th December  Our Christmas lunch. We were treated to a full Christmas dinner 
with all the trimmings freshly cooked by Ann, June, Gill and Linda, it was perfect. The 
hall was festively decorated and the tables looked lovely with gold table cloths, 
crackers and flower arrangements. The Thrillbillies entertained us with music and 
comedy and left everyone with a smile on their face. We all received a prize from the 
Christmas raffle and enjoyed tea and mince pies before we finished the afternoon with 
carol singing. 

All members of The Wednesday Club would like to say a big thank you to all the 
helpers and our minibus driver Martyn and his helper Ken for a wonderful happy year. 
See you all next year. 

If anyone would like to join our Wednesday Club we start again on 7th February 
and then every second Wednesday following from 2pm-4pm in the Sunday School 
Rooms, Church Lane. We have outings, special meals with good entertainment, a 
garden party with a quiz. The staff are all very helpful and you would be made very 
welcome. Contact Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870. 
Anne Howard  

100 Years Ago, December 1917 – January 1918 
As 1917 drew to a close and the New Year of 1918 began, there was little sign that the 
Great War (once thought to be “all over by Christmas 1914) was any closer to a 
conclusion. It had spread around the world and resulted in the death, physical and 
mental injury of millions. 

On the Home Front, Frank WRIGHT, the head of Bugbrooke School, noted in the 
Log on December 12 1917 that the classrooms were too cold to work in (between 4°C 
and 7°C, or 40°F and 45°F if you prefer). He telegraphed the Secretary of the County 
Council and then took the children for a walk to Heyford to warm them up and then sent 
them home when no fuel was forthcoming. A little coke arrived the following day but by 
the 14th even Frank was complaining that he was unwell due to bronchitis and may not 
be able to remain at school.  Still he struggled on and three days later the rest of the 
coke had still not arrived, and one of his teachers was off sick. As part of the War Work 
the school was supposed to do, the boys were sent to collect brick-ends and stone from 
The Close and repair a roadway. 

It was about this time that George Thomas Wheeler COLLINS joined up around 
his eighteenth birthday. He was one of three children of Thomas COLLINS, a 
Bugbrooke butcher, and his wife Ellen. George was a Pupil Teacher and had been 
given temporary exemption to allow him to finish his training. George was to serve most 
of the war on garrison duty in Dover.  He eventually went to France as a very young 
Second Lieutenant a week before the end of the war, to survive the war and live in 
Cheshire. 
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At the end of November there had been initial successes by the mass Allied attack at 

Cambrai with tanks forcing their way across the barbed wire. This was shortly followed a 
few days later by a German counter-attack. By early December most of the British gains 
were lost and the previous stalemate resumed. 

Up to this point the Russians had been fighting on the Allied side. On December 17, 
following the Russian Revolution, they signed an Armistice with the Germans and Austria-
Hungary. The Germans had lost a huge enemy and made vast territorial gains plus 6 
Billion Marks compensation from the Russians. 

Fred JOYCE was born in Bugbrooke in 1895 to James and Edith. He enlisted in 
December 1915, one of five brothers to go to war. Unfortunately his service record is one 
of the many destroyed in a fire during the Second World War. However we do know he 
was in the Northants Regiment, no. 20232/43368. On 30 December 1917 he was one of 
the 2700 people on board the ARAGON at Alexandria, Egypt as a member of the 5th 
Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment. 

The liner ARAGON, was taken over by the Government from the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company during the war and employed as an auxiliary transport. When Fred was 
aboard she was taking reinforcements to the army operating in Palestine under General 
Allenby escorted by the destroyer HMS Attack. On arrival at Alexandria, the Aragon was 
initially permitted to enter harbour, but was subsequently ordered out again by HMS 
Attack. Outside the harbour she was an easy target and was duly torpedoed and sunk with 
a total loss of 610 people, of whom 19 were crew. She sank quickly and trawlers and 
destroyers at once closed in to pick up those who had succeeded in jumping clear. The 
destroyer HMS Attack was one of those engaged in the rescue but was itself literally blown 
in two by a mine and disappeared with 10 of her crew and many of those she had just 
taken on board. The German submarine UC-34 was responsible for both losses. Fred is 
remembered on the Chatby Memorial in Alexandria. His medals – 1914-15 Star, the Victory 
Medal, the War Medal were all awarded posthumously.  A vivid personal account of this 
event by a survivor can be read on the WW1 section of the Bugbrooke LINK website. 

On the Middle East front for which the ARAGON had been bound, the Allied forces 
were making substantial gains. Philip CAMPION in the war diary he wrote up in 1919 (it 
can be viewed on the Bugbrooke LINK website) recalls how a mounted charge, artillery 
and an infantry assault 
resulted in the capture 
of Bethsheba. However, 
this was not before the 
last enemy aeroplane to 
take off from there 
dropped six bombs on 
t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d 
Australian troops. One 
of the bombs killed Vic 
PERRY a friend of 
P h i l i p ’ s .  S h o r t l y 
afterwards Gaza fell 
and then the way was 
open to Jaffa and 
Je rusa lem.  Ph i l ip 
comments that they 
were fighting on the old 
battlefields of the Bible 
and camped in towns 
whose names were 

This is the panel of the Chatby Memorial devoted to those from 
the Bedfordshire Regiment who drowned during the war including 

Pte. Fred JOYCE. 
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familiar from childhood. On December 9th they took Jerusalem and on the 11th 
General Sir Edmund ALLENBY made his official entry to Jerusalem through the Jaffa 
Gate. 

William PAXTON (photo right) was one of nine children of Thomas PAXTON, a 
farm labourer, and his wife Bessie. He was born at 
Biddleston in Buckinghamshire but when he 
married Alice SHIRLEY in 1911 they set up home 
in Church End, Bugbrooke. They had two children, 
Arthur James, and Edith Marjory. 

William attested as a private soldier (Gunner) 
for service in the Royal Garrison Artillery on 9 
December 1915.  He was allocated number 86432 
and sent home to await mobilisation.  He declared 
previous service with the Buckinghamshire 
Yeomanry and his civilian employment as a ‘Motor 
Driver’. 

He was eventually mobilised on 24 May 1916 
and after training was posted to the Western Front 
from 25 August that year, remaining in an Army 
‘pool’ of reserves until posted again, to 37 Siege 
Battery on 25 February 1917.  He was invalided 
home on 19 October that year and discharged on 
29 November as ‘No longer physically fit for war 
service’.  He spent time at Creaton Sanitorium and 
died in Northampton on 11 February 1918 of 
Tuberculosis, and his death was reported in the 
Northampton Mercury of 15 February. Not all war 
deaths were through enemy fire. 

He was awarded the Silver War Badge, 
number 273748, as listed on 14 November 1917.  He also qualified posthumously for 
the British War Medal and the British issue of the Allied Victory Medal, sent to his 
widow in December 1924, by which time she had re-married, to Andrew EALES (in 
early 1920). He is remembered on the Memorial Plaque in Bugbrooke Church.  It is 
probable that he was buried in Bugbrooke Church Graveyard but no headstone has 
been found. 

In January the school was still lacking coal and coke for heating. On the 16th 
there was a very heavy fall of snow overnight and only 25 children turned up for 
school. They were kept at the school for the day but the register wasn’t taken. The 
following day the roads were “well nigh impassable” and the children that arrived were 
sent home. The coke was re-ordered and finally arrived on the first day of February. 

The last issue of Bugbrooke LINK had an article about the death of Sergeant 
Frank Nightingale and his brother Wallace being taken prisoner, both in 1917. The 
School Weekly Letter of July 28 1917 records the details of the letter sent to Mrs 
Nightingale by Lieut. Sims about Wallace’s capture. It states that on the night of the 10 
July Lance Corporal Wallace NIGHTINGALE was in charge of two guns in the lines 
when the Germans attacked successfully and took a number of men prisoner including 
Wallace. It goes on to say he was an excellent corporal, well liked by his officer and 
men and did everything he could have done before he fell into the hands of the 
enemy. 
Dave Marshall for the 100 Year Project 
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/
Jigsaw Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, 
Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and 
Scrabble (three groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 19 February at 2.00pm – ‘The Moon Field and the Silk Factory’ by Judith 
Allnatt. A local novelist describes her research for two books, one set in Weedon. 
Monday 19 March at 2.00pm – ‘Queen of the Air’ by Roy Smart. The Story of the life 
and disappearance of well-known aviatrix Amy Johnson. 

Enquiries to 01327-340954 (Margaret Macintosh) or https://u3asites.org.uk/
upper-nene 
Roger Colbourne 

Bugbrooke WI 
I am writing this in the lull between Christmas and the New Year and looking back 
over 2017 I feel we had a varied and interesting programme of meetings which 
enabled us to increase our knowledge while enjoying the company of other members. 

Hopefully, this will continue in 2018 and we may encourage some more people 
to join us. 

We opened our meeting in November to husbands and friends as it promised to 
be of interest to many people. Debby Horsman told us the story of the forgotten men 
on Shackleton’s Antarctic expedition. She was related to one of these men and 
brought several photos and artefacts relating to them with her, some of which were 
100 years old and will eventually be donated to the Scott Polar Research Institute. 

Brian Astell entertained us at our December meeting with monologues and 
seasonal songs. We opened this meeting to members of the Music Circle as they 
knew Brian from the time he started the Music Circle in Bugbrooke. 

By the time you read this our January and February meetings will have taken 
place but on Monday March 5th Anita Chipalkatty will give us “A Taste of India” with a 
cookery demonstration and on Monday April 9th we will have our very own “Antiques 
Roadshow”. 

Sadly, we have heard that Kay Leigh died just before Christmas. Kay was a 
valued member of Bugbrooke WI for many years and we would like to convey our 
condolences to her family at this sad time. 
Brenda Astell 

New 50Plus Activities coming to Duston 
Looking to get fit and active this January?  Not sure where to start?  Want to prove 
age is just a number?  Then join Trilogy Leisure for a variety of activities just for you.  
We will be introducing new activities designed to help older adults increase their 
physical activity levels.  Throughout the year a wide range of sessions will be 
introduced, including fitness classes, health walks, cycling, bowls and much more.   

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene


29 

 

From January come down to Duston Sports Centre for racket sports, circuit training, 
50Plus football, walking netball along with our regular 50Plus Activity morning every 
Thursday.  

It doesn’t matter about your ability or fitness levels, activities will suitable for all 
and are a chance to make new friends, whilst being a bit more active.  January will 
also see the introduction of our 50Plus Activity Buddies, who will be supporting their 
peer group to become more physically active.  For a full timetable and to find out 
more about 50Plus sessions or Activity Buddies please visit http://
www.trilogyleisure.co.uk/50plus and select the Age is just a number tab or call 01604 
838333. 

Bugbrooke Family Morning For Pre-School Children  
Bugbrooke Family Morning provides somewhere for mums, dads, grandparents and 
carers to bring their pre-school children to play and to enjoy a cuppa and chat 
together. 

 It is held in the Sunday School building on Thursdays during term time from 
9am until 11am. We have lots of things for the children to do, including painting, play 
dough, building toys, play farm, Brio train track and lots more. 

 It is a good place to meet people and make new friends especially if you are 
new to the village. 

 No child is too young (our youngest was only a few days old!) as sometimes it's 
the adults who need somewhere to go to meet other new parents and swap baby 
stories. 

 Family morning is run by volunteers who set up the hall with all the toys and 
make tea and coffee and juice and a biscuit for the children. We only ask for a small 
contribution towards the refreshments. 

We start back in the new year on the 4th January 2018. 
We look forward to meeting you. 

Gerry, Marilyn, Anne. 

The Forgotten War – Was it all worth it? 
In 1945, when I was just 14, I left school to do a 6 year apprenticeship in the building 
trade. In 1951, I had just finished my apprenticeship, and had 1 week full pay when I 
received a letter. A letter requesting that I went to Catterick to complete national 
service. Having never left Northamptonshire, this was a enormous step in my life. 

I spent 4 months in Catterick, training for the army. After 4 months, we travelled 
to Germany. I spent 3 months in Germany, in the tank regiments. One day, we 
received a call from the office in Germany. They said “ Please can you come up, we 
have something to tell you? Get your kit together, you're having army leave for 2 
weeks to prepare for Korea.” I spent my 2 weeks army leave in Bugbrooke with my 
family. 

Once my 2 weeks leave was up, I left for Liverpool. Once at Liverpool, I 
boarded a boat called the Empire Halidale. It took 7 weeks to travel to Korea. On 
arrival in Korea, we were kitted out with combat gear. We then boarded a train in 
Pusan which took us to Seoul (capital of Korea). Army vehicles then took us to the 
38th parallel, where I joined the 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards. The first 
thing I could hear was firing in the distance. We were all issued with a revolver and 2 
bullets. They told us to go make our beds. We were given 5 wooden boxes to make 
a bed frame, this was my bed for 7 months. After 7 months, another lad left so I was 
given his bed, it was similar to a camp bed and was slightly better than my boxes. 

http://www.trilogyleisure.co.uk/50plus
http://www.trilogyleisure.co.uk/50plus
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The showers were tents and very basic, the toilets were a big dug out hole, with 
metal poles across making a seat. The place was heaving with lice and rats, which 
nibbled at our kit. Guns fired all day and most of the night, because of this I 
developed a habit of sleeping with a gun under my pillow, ready to defend myself. 
The saddest part was when one of the regiment got killed. They would be brought 
down to headquarters, where a service would be held, the bodies were put in 
hessian sacks, to be placed on the back of lorries and taken to Pusan cemetery. My 
best friend was killed within the first six months of my service in Korea. 

After 6 months in Korea, they sent me and some other lads for a weeks R&R in 
Tokyo. Then returned to Korea for another 6 months, after which I went to Injon for a 
weeks R&R. I then flew from Seoul to Egypt, where we spent 4 months in the Suez 
because they thought war was going to break out there. In 1953, I was demobbed 
(sent home). I flew from Egypt to London, where I got on the train from London to 
Northampton station. Once we arrived, we were required to go to the drill hall in 
Northampton town. We had no choice but to sign up for the Territorial army until 
1956, which meant I could be called back to the army should a war break out. 

After my quick stop off at the drill hall, I made my way back home. I had 5 weeks 
off to find my feet, after which I started looking for a job. I landed a job at Heygates, 
working in the building trade. 

Kenny’s discharge paper read: “This man joined the regiment in Korea and 
gave good service to the regiment in active service. He is keen and isn't afraid to 
work and willing to turn his hand at any job. He is well mannered, smart and 
cheerful.” 

In 2006, my wife and I decided we would like to go back and have a look to see 
what the country is like now. We got on a plane at Heathrow and flew to Seoul. When 

Kenny’s medals from the Korean war. Kenny with his friends [Kenny is left]. 
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we arrived at Seoul hundreds of South Korean citizens were lined up with flags 
welcoming us. They were ever so grateful for the sacrifices we made as soldiers so 
they could live the lives they are now. The Korean government put on a ball at the 
embassy for all the soldiers who fought in the Korean war, to thank us. They still keep 
in touch by letter even to this day, telling us how grateful they are for what the soldiers 
did for them. They even send cards at Christmas. 

Kenny is the last person in Bugbrooke to have fought in the Korean war. 
Recently they sent him a letter and some medals to show their appreciation of his 
sacrifice for their country. 

Kenny said “Due to the current events in the news, it has made me question if it 
was all worth it! The citizens are very appreciative of everything we sacrificed for 
them. However there is still conflict and they haven't gained freedom and 
independence. “ 

Thank you Kenny and all those who sacrificed everything when they fought in 
the Korean war. You are not forgotten. 

Not bad for a Bugbrooke lad! 
Written by Eloise Whitlock on behalf of Kenny Gardner            

Church Graffiti 
I recently noticed in the church vestry, a framed copy of the School Letter dating from 
July 1917.  Frank Wright of Bugbrooke School, sent out these newsletters in the early 
part of the century so that men fighting in the Great War could keep in touch with the 
Village. They have been a valuable source in the articles about World War 1, but this 
one was ‘new’ and contains interesting information on some Church Graffiti – I have 
transcribed part of the letter below: 

“Now don’t mistake me. If we caught any boy wantonly cutting and marking 
properties, we should be down on him like a proverbial cartload of bricks. But there is 
another side to it, and we know a property so marked that we regard it as a “sacred 
book”. Spend five minutes in examining the panel of the Church organ. It is worth it. 
Past blowers for generations have left their “mark” , and each initial has its story.    
‘TK’ is now ploughing the North Sea, and occasionally spots Heligoland. ‘HAW has 
just recovered from a bullet wound through his foot,  ‘HA’ is somewhere in South 
Africa; and Barnes should be in Mesop.  Of course the Nightingales are there, and 
‘FN’ has been giving Fritz pills from a machine-gun. ‘WN’ is there, and we are sorry to 
add, is now a prisoner of war. ‘W’s’ are plentiful and ‘FW’ has done his bit in 2 
climates, and the other their bit in France. Then we can trace ‘F Eales’, ‘GE’.  ‘JH’, 
‘BM’ and others, each of whom are duty bent. Under coatings of varnish there are 
faint tracings of letters  that may possibly be ‘JC’ and ‘JB’ (heroes indeed). And lastly 
writ plain, and, in a certain light, apparently in letters of gold, are ‘W Westle’ and ‘H 
Westle’.  Now then Tommy Jones, don’t you go and cut ‘TJ’ all over the place, unless 
you register a vow at the same time, that you will at the first opportunity do some 
brave act that will make your initials a worthy addition to the above list and of  who we 
say ‘God Bless Them’”  - Frank Wright, Headmaster July 1917. 

Of course there is a lot more graffiti in the church.  It dates from the earliest 
times when the church was several centuries newer to recent days. 

The oldest identifiable that I have found is a daisy wheel pattern near the south 
door.  This is typical of daisy wheel graffiti that can be found in many medieval 
churches and houses. They are dated from Norman times through to the 17th 
Century, and are believed to be witch marks, put at the thresholds of doorways and 
windows to ‘confuse the devil’ or protect from the evil eye.  Superstition played a 
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much greater role in medieval society than it 
does today.   But even today there are many 
superstitions that persist, from walking under a 
ladder to the ideas that a rabbit’s foot will bring 
you good luck. 

The church was originally plastered and 
painted with a whitewash with coloured 
paintings.  After the Reformation in the 16th 
century, all of these paintings were banned and 
white washed over.  Then in the Victorian 
fashion of the 1800’s, the plaster and its 
whitewash was stripped off to leave bare walls.  
There is a lot of graffiti in the church, deeply 
carved, which has whitewash in the depth of the carving, meaning that it was done 
before the last coat of white, the mid 1800’s and possibly centuries earlier. The most 
obvious of this is on the column to the North aisle nearest the pulpit such as that 
shown below. 

There is a lot of more recent graffiti initials around 
the outside of the South door to the chancel, presumably 
put there by past generations of choir boys and girls 
waiting to be let in for choir practice or services. 

Whilst all of this is very interesting, it is 
unfortunately still going on to the present day.  The 
North porch for instance, built around 1990 is already 
showing graffiti. 

Present day graffiti is not to be encouraged, and we 
are rightly outraged to see desecration of our beloved 
buildings.  There is no doubt however that the graffiti 
that Frank Wright was writing about in 1917, and the 
earlier medieval graffiti we find in the Church do give us 
a unique insight into lives of past generations, and who 
knows what people in centuries to come will make of the 
present day contributions. 
Geoff Cooke 
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Winter wonderland scenes 
from Linda Sgoluppi in the 
churchyard and at the top of 
Bird’s Hill in December 
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2nd Bugbrooke Brownies 
We had lots of fun leading up to Christmas; we did operation Christmas Child where all 
the Brownies brought in items (school and hygiene items/small toys/hats/gloves etc)  to 
fill shoe boxes to send to the Samaritans who then send them on to children in poorer 
countries (later in the year we will hear roughly where they were sent to), we had a 
games night, and we went to church in the snow for Christingles. 

A few of our girls joined Northamptonshire Guiding at Beckworth Emporium for an 
Evening of Ice Skating, we were so proud of them.  A special mention to Evangeline 
who had never skated before and was very nervous but by the end of the session she 
was whizzing around on her own with a huge smile on her face. 

On our last evening we had a Christmas Party organised by our Young Leaders, 
the girls loved wrapping each other up, they played musical chairs, made and ate lots of 
yummy party food. 
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Before the LINK comes 

out we will have up-dated 
our board in the Sunday 
School  showing “My 
Brownie Year in Review” so 
why not take a look? 

We have lots of exciting 
plans for the next term, 
in c lu d in g  ce le b r a t in g 
National Pie Day on the 23rd 
January, Pancake Day and 
World Thinking Day on the 
22nd February.  Also, a trip 
to the Cinema and an Easter Egg Hunt!  And in the Summer Term we will be joining 
other Northamptonshire Brownies at the West Midlands Safari Park Brownie 
Sleepover, how excited are we……?! 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name on 
our waiting list please email us at 2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com . We meet on a 
Tuesday night 6-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell)  

Nether Heyford Tennis Club  
We are a small friendly club offering tennis for all abilities and ages.  We have 
floodlights and play throughout the winter.  We offer coaching for adults and juniors 
with new courses starting in January. 

Come along for a free taster session at one of our club sessions! 
Further information www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis/ or contact Jo 01327 
349094,  jodickson@btinternet.com 

mailto:2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/netherheyfordtennis/
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Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Our AGM was held on November 20th 2017. The main changes are Tom 
Sidebottom has agreed to become 1st XI Captain - we wish him every 
success. Winston Wincott  has now retired as Groundsman having done the job 
for many years. He was thanked for all his hard work and presented with an 
engraved silver dish. Billal Bashir has taken over as Groundsman and will be 
supported by Brian Curtis.  

Our 1st XI gained promotion for a consecutive year and move up to League 
7 for 2018. Our 2nd XI remain in League 12 after a tough season. The opening 
League matches for both 1st and 2nd XI's are on May 5th - fixture list of 
matches are on the Pavilion Notice Board. We also run Junior sides against 
other Clubs and also have a full Sunday Fixture list. 

There will be a Signing On Evening on Friday 23rd March at the Pavilion 
from 6pm onwards for players and Social Members. New players are 
especially welcome.      

If anybody would like to join our Club as player and/or social member 
and would like a guided tour of our excellent facilities near the brook please 
contact myself below or turn up for the Signing On Evening.     

Last Friday in the month Socials will start again on 23rd February from 
about 7pm until late - then 30th March and continue throughout 2018. The 
Socials were well attended in 2017 with up to 30 present, everyone most 
welcome whatever their age.  Social Membership is only £5 per year.         

Indoor Nets for Juniors (age 15 and under) will be held at Campion School 
every Friday from 12th January to 23rd March (except half term 16th February) 
7.30 to 8.30pm.      

Indoor Nets for Seniors will start on the 7th February weekly until the 11th 
April 9pm to 10pm at the County Ground, Northampton. 

Len Sackley has recently had to retire as Treasurer due to ill health. We 
offer  our best wishes to him and grateful thanks for all his hard work over a 
number of years. We are very pleased that Nigel Burt has agreed to take over 

this very important position.          
Peter White (President)   50 High Street, Bugbrooke,   01604-

830452 p.g.white@btinternet.com Club Website bugbrooke.play-
cricket.com    Twitter: @BugbrookeCC 

5 Tips That Will Help You Find Work in 2018 
2018 has only just begun, bringing with it all the usual resolutions for the new year: to 
join a gym, to travel abroad more, etc… 

But what if, to give a boost to your career, you’ve listed ‘find a new job’ among 
your goals for 2018? 

It’s an excellent idea. But putting it into practice - and making it work - is by no 
means easy. 

To make a success of it, you need to plan every move. There are going to be 
plenty of distractions, the competition will be intense, and you’ll need to tough it out 
and not give up at the first hurdle. 

So, with this in mind, here are 5 tips that will help you to find work in 2018! 

mailto:p.g.white@btinternet.com
http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com
http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com
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1. Study the jobs market 
Diving into a job search headfirst without putting together a plan won’t get you far 

and in fact is only likely to make you quickly lose interest. 
To make efficient use of your time and energy, you need to decide in advance what 

approach to take and the type of jobs you are interested in. 
Start by studying the jobs market. Try to find out which companies and sectors are 

on the up. 
Usually, in December and January, there are lots of news items taking stock of the 

year just gone and summarising the emerging trends that are likely to define the coming 
year. Keeping abreast of the news for the sectors you’re interested in will help you get a 
clearer idea of the job market and give you a more realistic idea of how long your search 
might take and your chances of success. 

 
2. Identify your weak points 

Once you’ve singled out the sectors where you’re most likely to find work, you need 
to start looking at job ads. Try to pick out the skills requirements that crop up most 
frequently and focus your attention on them. 

Put together a decent selection of job ads that might interest you and list the skills 
and qualities they ask for. Pick out the most common ones and compare them with the 
skills and qualities you possess. 

This will allow you to immediately identify where your weaknesses lie. Your job for 
2018 will be to work hard to fill these gaps. 

How? A training course, obviously! 
 

3. Get some training 
Figuring out what a potential employer is likely to perceive as your main 

weaknesses is an ideal starting point around which to base your new year’s resolutions. 
A training course can benefit you in a variety of ways. It will help you grow 

personally and professionally, show you are willing to improve and keep ahead of the 
latest developments, make you a better candidate in the eyes of potential employers and 
help you develop your network of contacts. 

What’s more, the level of commitment required is relatively low. There are a large 
number of training providers who will tailor online training courses around your needs, 
enabling you to study when you have the time. 

So, now you know which sectors to aim for and are working hard to come across as 
a stand-out candidate, you need to start looking for job ads! 

 
4. Find the right job advertisements for you 

It’s no good positioning yourself as a stand-out candidate if you can’t find the right 
opportunities. 

It’s increasingly common for the early stages of a job selection process to take 
place online, so it’s important to make sure you find the right sites, offering the largest 
number of relevant job ads. 

Luckily, there are plenty of online tools designed to save you time and effort. Job 
search engines such as Jobbydoo.co.uk gather together all of the job ads available 
online on one handy platform, enabling users to search quickly, efficiently and safely. 

These sites allow you to quickly find all of the ads available for the type of position 
you’re interested in. In a matter of seconds, you can have a comprehensive overview of 
the available opportunities at your fingertips. For example, here you can find the latest 
job ads for Northampton. All you have to do is select the positions that best match your 
profile and send off your application. 

https://www.jobbydoo.co.uk/
https://www.jobbydoo.co.uk/jobs-northampton
https://www.jobbydoo.co.uk/jobs-northampton
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5. Create a routine 
The world is full of projects that started out with the best intentions only to quickly 

fall by the wayside! 
You need to make sure this does not happen to your job search! Looking for a new 

job can be a long process, so it’s important not to get discouraged. But how? 
Waiting for the right opportunity to come along can be the most delicate phase of a 

job search. One of the best ways of staying alert and focused during this phase is to 
create a routine for yourself.   

Make some room in your schedule for job searching. There’s no best, one-size-fits
-all approach - you’ll just have to use trial and error to decide what works best for you. 

What is important, though, is for it to be sustainable in the long-term. It’s no use 
checking for job ads every six hours if you’re going to give up after a week. 

So, to recap, here’s how to find a new job in the new year: study the  jobs market, 
identify your weaknesses and address them through training, use the right tools for job 
searches and create a routine for yourself to make sure you stay committed and 
focused on the task at hand. 

So now you know how to find a new job for 2018… all that’s left is to start looking! 
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More  snowy pictures from around Bugbrooke by 
Jim Inch, Claire Palmer and Linda Sgoluppi. 
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BC - Bugbrooke Chapel  CC - Community Centre  CCP - Church Car Park   

Ch - St Michael & All Angels     NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall    

SS - Sunday School   VH - Village Hall   W&HG Waggon & Horses Green     

Diary   

February    

1 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers - Northampton Washlands CCP 

5 19:30 Bugbrooke WI  CC 

7 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

8 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers - Rothersthorpe & Grand Union Canall CCP 

15 10:00 
Bugbrooke Strollers - Telephone Exchange to Harpole Mill, 

Kislingbury, and return. 
W&HG 

19 14:00 

U3A Group - ‘The Moon Field and the Silk Factory’ by Judith 

Allnatt. A local novelist describes her research for two books, 

one set in Weedon. 

CC 

22 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers - Ashton-Roade-Ashton CCP 

March    

5 19:30 Bugbrooke WI  - ‘A Taste of India’   CC 

19 14:00 U3A Group – ‘Queen of the Air’ by Roy Smart.  CC 

23 18.30 Bugbrooke Cricket Club signing on evening Pavilion 

24 19:30 
Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme - Beer and Cider 

tasting and Ploughman’s supper. 
CC 

April    

11 19:30 Friends of St Michael and All Angels - AGM SS 

Announcements 
The family of Shirley Botterill would like to thank all of you who donated at Mum's funeral. 
£700 was raised in her memory, money divided between Marie Curie and Hospice at 
Home. 
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