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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 212), October 2018 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

Welcome to the Autumn issue of your village magazine; looking 
back to the Church fete in Summer and Santa’s visit at 
Christmas! 

There’s a load of great photos and interesting articles 
(from Blisworth canal tunnel to railway embankments) along 
with news, information and announcements. 

You’ll find a wide cross section of societies and groups mentioned and hopefully 
something for everyone. If you think we are missing you out, please see it as an 
opportunity and prepare an item for inclusion. 

Thank you to all our volunteers who help with the LINK. We are looking for a 
couple of people to put on our reserve list, who would occasionally deliver the LINK 
when one of our regular deliverers is unable to do so. This would usually be one or two 
streets. Please give details to Sheila or Barbara (see page 5 ). 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 05 
November 2018, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 

preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Parish Council Report 
Local Government reorganisation is imminent and it looks likely that South Northants 
district will be amalgamated with Daventry district and Northampton borough to form a 
large Unitary authority. This will take over all the duties of Northants County Council and 
is likely to mean the Parish Council will be asked to take on more responsibilities.     

On our local level it is likely we will have a PCSO in Bugbrooke from mid October if 
the Police Authority agree to a few Parish Council amendments to their original 
proposal. The initial trial will be for 6 months with the contract extended if the trial works 
well.  The council would appreciate your views once the scheme is up and running. 
Meanwhile a new Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinater is desired after the resignation of 
our current one. Please contact the Clerk if you are interested in the position on 832838. 

Ian Gordon has recently been elected as a new councillor following a vacancy. Ian 
is well known as our former Postmaster and has organised a number of charity events in 
the village. We have also appointed Nicola Palmer as an assistant Clerk. 

We will be commemorating the centenary of the end of World War 1 by erecting an 
outline of 'Tommy' in the village from November to the end of the year. This is in 
recognition of the thousands of soldiers who have lost their lives in wars whilst fighting 
for our freedom. 

The council is supporting residents in Smitherway in their efforts to extend the 
yellow lines at the junction of Johns Road to improve sight lines.  Finally please 
remember to cut back any hedges to your boundary if you abut a public footpath. This 
will ensure safe passage for pedestrians during the winter.  
John Curtis, Chairman. 

Front Page:    Rose Queen Jasmine Saunders and her attendants Darcy Suddards 

and Sophie Freed at this year’s Church Village Fete 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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Tommy   
An outline of a First World War soldier will be displayed at the Chapel during 
October and November to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the ending of 
that war on the 11th hour of the 11th day 1918. It is hoped it will be displayed 
later in the Churchyard. It is called 'Tommy' after the nickname of British 
soldiers during WW1 and is believed to refer to the name Tommy Atkins. 
During the war German and French soldiers in nearby trenches would call out 
'tommy' if they wanted to talk to a British soldier. The Parish Council have 
bought the replica as a tribute to all those who died in that war to secure our 
freedom. The names of those from Bugbrooke who sacrificed their lives are on 
a memorial plate in the Church. All proceeds from the sale of these memorials 
will go to charities that look after those suffering because of war. They will be 
seen in many communities in the next few months. 

The men from Bugbrooke who lost their lives in this conflict were J.Barnes, 
A.Bass, D.Bass, E. Bubb, F. Chapman, J.Clarke, M.Clarke, R. Davis, C. Eales, 
F.Eales, F.Garratt, H.Hope, J.Holt, G.Howard, F.Joyce, G.Joyce, A.Lester, 
W.Mills, F.Nightingale, W.Paxton, P.Perkin, E.Poole, A.Smith, C.Turland, 
H.Westle, W.Westle and H.White. This was from a population of about 800. 

Note: Details of these and all Bugbrooke men who served in the First 
World War can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/WW1. 

Bugbrooke Community Café  
- Grant Applications Requested 
Under the constitution of the Café, it is the intention that any profits made after 
making necessary investments in equipment etc. and training will be donated, on an 
annual basis, to local charities and other non-profit making organisations that 
support activities both in the local community and overseas. 

Although the exact total profit for 2018 is not yet known, the Directors are 
confident of being able to make grants this year. They are, therefore, calling for 
applications for grants from local (i.e. Bugbrooke and immediately adjacent villages) 
organisations that support their communities. 

Note that under the terms of our constitution, no grants are available for 
religious organisations. 

Applications should be in the form below, and submitted to Phillippa Betts, 
Café Manageress, or emailed to: dave.clayson@gmail.com. 

The directors reserve the right to issue grants as they believe will best meet 
the objectives stated in the constitution. They also reserve the right to issue grants 
above or below the amount requested in the applications received. 

The closing date for applications is Wednesday, 31st October.  
Application 
Organisation Name: 
Organisation’s Prime Activities: 
Grant Requested (£): 
What will any grant awarded be used for: 
Organisation contact details (email/tel no.): 

Please note that a report will need to be submitted once any grant monies 
have been used. 

mailto:dave.clayson@gmail.com
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Organisations that received grants in previous years are free to apply again. 
I take this opportunity to thank Phillippa and all volunteers for making the Café 

such a great success. 
Finally, thanks to all our customers for supporting the Café and enabling it to 

reinvest in our communities together with supporting projects in some of the poorest 
parts of the world. 
David Clayson, Chairman, Bugbrooke Café CIC 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
The Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church are a charity who raise funds for the 
repair of the fabric of Bugbrooke’s historic and beautiful church. At the moment we 
have been asked if we can contribute to works which will cost over £17000. We have 
therefore been stepping up our fundraising efforts. 
Picture Quiz 
Thank to everyone who bought one of our picture quiz sheets. These raised £75. We 
had a good many sheets returned; and no less than 5 people got all the answers right, 
so we had to pick the winning entry out of a hat. 
Wedding Dress Exhibition 
A big thank you to all who supported this 
venture in September. The range of dresses 
was very interesting. The Committee would 
specially like to thank everyone who lent 
dresses and mannequins, as well as those 
who donated cakes and raffle prizes and all 
the folk who gave their time to help with 
making teas and so on. 
Wine tasting 
This is our regular annual event and will be 
held in the Community Centre on Friday 7th 
December, 7.30 for 8.00pm. Tickets will be 
available later in October. To obtain them 
please contact Jim and Brenda Inch (tel 
01604 830933). It is always a most 
enjoyable event. 
Living Advent calendar 
We are hoping to set up a Living advent 
throughout December. The aim is to have a 
different house switch on their Christmas 
lights and show off their house decorations 
on each day leading up to Christmas. 
People can gather and folk can collect 
donations or provide refreshments for The 
Friends of Church (and/or if they wish for 
their own local charity). It is up to you how 
big or how small an event you want to make it. If you are interested please 
contact  Jane tel 830376, email janecausebrook@hotmail.com for further details or 
check it out on the village page on Facebook.  
Membership 
If you are not already a member, but would like to become one and support our work 

The Wedding Dress Exhibition in the 
Church 

mailto:janecausebrook@hotmail.com
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in helping preserve this wonderful piece of our local heritage, then please contact our 
Treasurer, Tony Pace, 4 Laddermakers Yard tel 01604 832516 or any committee 
member. Or you may be able to pick up an application form from the Church or the 
café. The cost is only £5 per person a year. There is no need to be a churchgoer to 
become a member of Friends.  
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Church 
Bugbrooke Church is more than just a building, it’s also a body of people who worship 
regularly and pray for the community. Prayer requests can be sent to the Church office 
and will be passed to the relevant people.   

We hope everyone made the most of the hot summer and enjoyed the traditional 
summer break. Our grass cutters have had an easier summer this year as, like 
everywhere else, the grass didn’t grow as normal. Things are beginning to green up 
and by the time you read this they’ll be hard at work again and their efforts are greatly 
appreciated by many. 

We’ve had some lovely weddings this summer and it was wonderful to have so 
many guests visiting the church. Also, we’ve had some sad occasions where we’ve 
said goodbye to loved ones and we trust that the bereaved found some comfort within 
the church as they said farewell and celebrated the lives of their loved ones. 

Our events calendar continues. As I write this we’re busy preparing for our Quiz 
which we hope will develop into an annual event.  We are planning a new venture in 
conjunction with Heygates for our Harvest Festival celebration – A Flour Festival.  Do 
visit the church on 6th and 7th October to see photographs old and new of the work 
which takes place inside Bugbrooke Mill. There will be activities for children and tea 
and cakes will be on sale, as well as a cake stall for the purchase of homemade 
cakes.  The church will be open from 1p.m. to 5p.m. on both Saturday 6th and Sunday 
7th and we will have a Harvest Songs of Praise at 6p.m. on Sunday 7th. We look 
forward to welcoming you. 

In November we will be commemorating the centenary of the end of WW1 at our 
Remembrance service and look forward to welcoming all who wish to ‘pay their 
respects’ as we acknowledge the sacrifices made so that we can continue to live in 
relative freedom. 

At the beginning of December we will again be holding our annual Tree of Eternal 
Light service – an opportunity to remember loved ones no longer with us. This is an 
opportunity to spend some quiet, reflective time remembering loved ones during what 
is normally a very busy season.  

Our Christmas program will again include the usual Christingle service, Candlelit 
Carol service, Christmas Eve Crib service, Midnight Communion and Christmas Day 
service.  Watch out for the Christmas card dropping through your door with all the 
details. 
Judy Smith, Churchwarden 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-
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members are welcome as guests. 
There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/Jigsaw 

Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (three 
groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 15 October at 2.00pm – ‘Between Stairs – The Life of a Ladies Maid’ by Jo 
Golby. An experienced National Trust costume guide talks about all aspects of a maid’s 
life. 
Monday 19 November at 2.00pm – ‘The Women’s Land Army’ by Helen Frost. Stories of 
the Women’s Land Army in Northamptonshire during the First World War. 
Enquiries to 01604-830165 (Linda New) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene 

John Thomas Holt 
John Thomas Holt was born in London where his father was in the wine and licensing 
trade. His family lived at The Manor, now Manor Farm, High 
Street, Bugbrooke, and it was during this time that he met his 
wife to be, Elsie Maud Grant. They later married and had three 
children, Ellen(k/a Tot), John (k/a Jack), and Kathleen. The 
family home was at 5 High Street. 

John Holt enlisted in the Territorials in Tottenham and 
joined the Duke of Cambridge’s Own 1/7th Battalion, Middlesex 
Regiment, and was posted to France. He was killed in action on 
27th June 1916. His death is commemorated on the Thiepval 
Memorial (pier 12D, face13B). He has no known grave. 

His Granddaughter Maureen Wright, with the assistance of 
a military historian, located the area where the Middlesex were 
stationed on the 27th June.  It is near the village of Gommecourt 
at a place that was then known as Nameless Farm.  In 
September 2009, Maureen, whilst on a Battlefield Tour 
organised by Len and Molly Sackley, was able to visit the site, 
now arable land, and pay her respects by laying a small wreath.  

Elsie Holt continued to live at 5 High Street until her death in 1968, John Thomas 
Holt is remembered on her headstone in Bugbrooke Churchyard. 
Maureen Wright 

Wednesday Club 
Hello everyone, by the time you read this our wonderful hot summer will be a distant 
memory, but for many it was just too hot. 

11th July  Today we had our annual Garden Party in the Sunday School Gardens 
and for once our helpers had to plan to keep us cool. They erected several gazebos 
which provided welcome shade with prettily decorated tables underneath. The theme 
this year was celebrating the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War. We 
had a quiz with questions about the war, a bring and buy stall, a delicious tea based on 
food that would have been served at that time and a good old sing song of tunes from 
that era. A very enjoyable afternoon was had by all. 

18th July  Our last meeting before the summer break. This had to be brought 
forward a week as the Sunday School was being decorated on our normal Wednesday 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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date.  
Our next meetings will start again in September and you will find our meeting 

dates in the diary. Please come along and meet us all and enjoy our get togethers 
once a fortnight. If you are interested just turn up about 1.45pm at The Sunday 
School Rooms in Church Lane or ring Linda on 831219 for more information. 
Karin Lambert 

Bugbrooke Family Morning (Mums and Tots)  
For Pre-School Children 
Bugbrooke Family Morning provides somewhere for mums, dads, grandparents and 
carers to bring their pre-school children to play and to enjoy a cuppa and chat 
together. 

It is held in the Sunday School building (home of the Community Café) on 
Thursdays during term time from 9am until 11am. We have lots of things for the 
children to do, including painting, play dough, building toys, play farm, Brio train track 
and lots more. 

It is a good place to meet people and make new friends, especially if you are 
new to the village. 

No child is too young (our youngest was only a few days old!) as sometimes it's 
the adults who need somewhere to go to meet other new parents and swap baby 
stories. 

Family morning is run by volunteers who set up the hall with all the toys and 
make tea and coffee and juice and a biscuit for the children. We only ask for a small 
contribution towards the refreshments. 

Follow us on our Bugbrooke Family Morning Facebook page for more 
information.  

We look forward to meeting you. 
Gerry, Marilyn, Anne. 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
By the time you read this the 2018 season will be over so no more outdoor 
cricket until April 2019.    

Not all results went our way but both our 1st X1 and 2nd X1 will still be 
playing in Division 7 and 12 respectively in 2019.        

We anticipate that a lot of Club sides in 2018 Leagues will not be rejoining 
in 2019. Our 1st X1 had 4 vacant Saturdays after Abington and Great Oakley 
dropped out after 2018 League 7 Fixtures were announced, which was very 
irritating.     

All Clubs in the Northamptonshire Leagues (including our Club) have been 
finding it increasingly difficult to get teams with more forfeited matches than ever 
in the 2018 season.  Our Club only forfeited once.        

If anybody would like to join our Club as player and/or social member 
and would like a guided tour of our excellent facilities near the brook please 
contact myself below.       

The annual Vice President’s Lunch held on Sunday 26th August went very 
well - our grateful thanks go to Lesley Derby and Maxine Saunders who 
organised a superb Buffet meal with Tony Bird and Gary Saunders running a 
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very successful bar.           
Last Friday in Month Socials have been well attended with normally at least 30 

present - they will continue throughout the year from about 7pm until late—everyone 
most welcome whatever their age. Social Membership is only £5 per year. 
Peter White, President 

2nd Bugbrooke Brownies 
A fun sports evening and a relaxed family picnic marked our last sessions of the 
summer term. 

  And then on the first day of the school holidays we set off with 9 intrepid Brownies 
for a sleepover at West Midlands Safari Park, with lots of units from around the region!  
We all had a great time, enjoying a disco and film in the evening, followed by a day 
exploring the park.  Our Brownies were amazing and we returned home tired but very 
happy! 

   If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name on 
our waiting list please email us at 2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  We meet on a 
Tuesday night 6-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell)  

Bugbrooke Beavers                                                   
The Beaver colony has had a break over the summer holiday and we look forward to 
meeting again in September when we will be welcoming some new Beavers. 

 During the last term Beavers invited their Dads to the Scout hut where they made 
junk model boats together. These were then sailed on the brook while the Scout group 
had their annual BBQ and AGM. They completed their gardeners badge by planting 
sunflower and broad bean seeds and watering and feeding them during the term. They 
kept a diary of how they looked after them and then brought photos in to show how well 
the plants had grown. Many of the sunflowers were bigger than the Beavers.   They also 
enjoyed a visit to the local woods where they explored the various animal holes and 
identified plants. Beavers also decorated several rocks which they have hidden around 
the village. They completed their experiment badge by conducting several experiments, 
the messier the better, and they particularly enjoyed the ones that exploded. The coke 

mailto:2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
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and mento experiment was a favourite. 
They had another sleepover in the scout hut. First they met at Daventry 

Country Park and followed an orienteering trail around the lake and played in the 
park. Then it was back to the hut to meet up with the other Beavers and to soak the 
leaders during a water fight. They particularly enjoyed ganging up on me, I don’t 
think 10 against one is fair. We then all dried off and erected their tents in the hut 
and had dinner.   After they had helped to clear up they helped to light the camp fire 
and cooked bananas with chocolate buttons in the fire, followed by toasting 

marshmallows whilst singing camp 
songs. They then settled in the hut to 
watch a film but there was not much 
sleeping going on. The following 
morning, they ate breakfast and 
packed their kit away and played 
some games outside until it was time 
to go home. 

The Beaver colony is currently 
full and we have an active waiting list. 
If you have a son or daughter who 
would like to join the Beaver colony 
please contact me on 07512765034. 
Sue Beckingham 

Scouts 
Scouts have also had a summer 
break. We remain a small group but 
are looking forward to welcoming new 
members who are moving on from the Cub section when we start back next week. 

The Scouts had a busy term and made the most of the good weather. They 
have also decorated rocks to hide around the village and helped to make some 
flowerpot scouts for Kislingbury flowerpot weekend. They enjoyed water games and 
had fun sliding along a long tarpaulin and playing mop wars. During the term they 
were set several challenges to complete, eg how to cut an A4 piece of paper so that 
they could climb through it. Scouts organised games for the Cubs and Beavers, 
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helped them to sail their boats and released the ducks for the Scout duck race.  
On the last night of the term they invited the Cubs, who will be moving to 

Scouts, to an evening of shelter building in Everdon woods. The shelters were then 
tested to see how waterproof they were, which fortunately for the Scouts they were. 

Scouts are now looking forward to a residential, at a PGL centre, with Cubs at 
the end of September 

Scouts meet on a Monday night so if you have a son or daughter aged 10.5  
years -14 years and who would like to become a Scout please contact me on 
07512765034 for more details. 
Sue Beckingham 

Nature Notes 
Oh my goodness, what a challenging summer we've had for the fauna and flora. 
Humans too... I'm sure it has affected everyone in some way. The extreme, 
relentless temperatures have been uncomfortable. Some will have benefited, others 
not fared so well. At the time of writing, the summer of 2018 is likely to be one of the 
hottest and driest in decades. During August we had sufficient rain for those plants 
that were hanging on by their finger tips to recover... just in the nick of time for many 
plants. Now we're going into autumn and everything is shutting down for the winter, 
gardeners will be anxiously waiting to see what will return in the spring. 

The birds seemed to still be having babies in August. I'm not sure if they have 
managed to fit in three or four clutches of eggs (some breeds do) or whether during 
the extremely arid conditions they knew that food and water would be of a premium 
and so held off producing eggs until later. I do put out food and water for the birds, 
but I do have difficulty convincing my golden retriever that it's not for him! 

For the last few days I've been anxiously watching a 
mummy duck with her brood of five ducklings on the canal. 
Most years you watch the numbers deplete on a daily basis 
as predators help themselves... I'm not sure how many she 
started with, usually 7 or 8... but so far so good. I love 
watching the ducklings going up and down the duckboard 
kindly provided by one of the houses that backs onto the 
canal. There's also a moorhen and her baby enjoying their 
hospitality. 

There is another raft of ducklings, older, now beginning 
to show their colours and you can now tell the males from the 
females. This raft (or paddling as they can be called) of ducks 
seems to have an unfair ratio of males to females... 8 males 
to 2 females. I guess next spring that will all be sorted out. 

Dahlias are amazing plants. I'm sat looking out at some 
as I type and though they are shorter than usual, they are 
still covered in flowers. I suppose all their food is stored in 
their tubers. However, I've given them very little water over 
the summer, my borders have had to look after themselves. 

For the past few years, our Black Hamburg dessert 
grape has struggled with some kind of mildew and the 
harvest has been very disappointing.  Because of this, I 
totally ignored them this year and they have rewarded my 
neglect with a wonderful crop (not yet ripe of course), the 

Buzzards are seen occa-
sionally around West End 
cruising at fairly high alti-
tude.  Chris Groves-Kirkby 
managed to photograph 
this one which settled on a 
tree in the Park, conven-
iently on a bare branch. 
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bunches are so large and heavy and the vines are not strong enough due to lack of 
rain, that the branches can't support the fruit! 

Early August we had a terrific number of small and large cabbage white 
butterflies. I have been wondering why there seem to be so many this year... 
particularly on the lavenders and buddleias. I was also wondering... do you ever get 
a cabbage white butterfly in the house? I am constantly removing butterflies from 
the house... red admirals, peacocks, painted ladies, tortoiseshell, but I've never, 
despite the large numbers, seen one in the house. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke WI 
We celebrated our 90th birthday with a party on July the 2nd at the Community 
Centre. Sue Kendal and Anne Seckington from WI House attended and brought 
best wishes from the Federation. Eight WI members from Harpole also joined us. 
There was much hilarity as we all endeavoured to make 1920s headbands which 
we paraded around the room to be judged. A Harpole member won the competition. 

Our informal outing in August was a free flow tour of Delapre Abbey followed 
by a cream tea. Delapre Abbey reopened this year and is well worth a visit, 
especially when a cream tea is on the itinerary. 

Food Glorious Food. In September Jon-Paul Carr will present a history of 
eating, shopping and food manufacturing in Northamptonshire. 

October brings the Annual General Meeting around again. A hot supper will 
start the evening before the main business. 

As Bugbrooke WI has been in existence for 90 years, supporting the village at 
many events and benefiting members by way of support and learning from each 
other and our speakers, we should like it to continue.  To do this we will need to 
make some changes to fit in with modern lifestyles.  We would like some young 
blood to carry us forward.  Why not come to a meeting and share your ideas with us. 

Future meetings planned are: Bob the Blacksmith on November 5th; Bob is a 
retired blacksmith with many stories to tell. On December 3rd Stanwick Handbell 
Ringers will brighten up a winter night for us and we may even have a chance to try 
our hand at bell ringing. 

Visitors and new members are always welcome. There is a charge of £4.50 for 
visitors. For further information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Jean Marshall on 
01604 831016. 
Brenda Astell and Muriel Smith 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Summer Walk 
This year we took our Summer Walk in the evening on 22nd August. This seemed 
like a sensible idea because it had been incredibly hot during the days. Twenty 
people walked. 

The evening was cool, dry, and very pleasant. We walked for about an hour 
and a half, and Dave Hewitt told us all about plants and trees and how they were 
used, and still are used medicinally and for the manufacture of various items. He 
pointed out poisonous plants and how to recognise dangers. It was a fascinating 
talk. Thank you, Dave, for passing on so much information. We also had many 
stories of what the children did in Bugbrooke when there was no internet or TV. The 
brook of course was a central playground for kids. Some of us were refreshed in the 
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5 Bells (as did walkers in times gone bye). 
Our next meeting is on 12th September when John Perkins is going to talk about 

Richard III, good or bad. There might not be time for me to report on the talk in time for 
this edition of Link. 

Our November Meeting will be a presentation given by our four members who have 
been researching the 1st World War and its impact on the village. That is on November 
14th 7.30pm at the Community Centre. Visitors pay £3 per meeting, but if you pay for the 
year it costs a mere £10. 

Very soon our next Bugbrooke Pictorial History will be published (we hope in time 
for Christmas). Some members are working very hard at it through the summer. Thank 
you to everyone who has contributed photographs. It is lovely to have a good variety to 
choose from. 
Pat Kent (secretary) tel. 01604 830518, e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke  OAP’s  Christmas Gift Scheme 
We are holding our annual WINE TASTING this year at a new venue on FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 26TH, with a 7 for 7.30pm start. 

The event is to be held at the new RUGBY CLUB CLUBHOUSE, located at the 
village playing fields. 

There will be 7 wines with a light supper served at the interval. 
Please book early to reserve your place. Tickets are available from Nigel & Valerie 

Burt, tel 830792. 
In this edition of` LINK you will find the application form for the Gift Voucher that is 

available to all pensioners residing in the village aged 65 and over. We are pleased to be 
able to confirm that the Gift Voucher will remain at £10 this year. This has been made 
possible by our fundraising events and the generosity of local businesses, organisations 
and individuals whose generosity has enabled the scheme to continue. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

100 Years Ago – August and September 1918 
Four years of war which had seen stalemate in the mud of western Europe were finally 
entering a decisive stage in the months of August and September 1918. 

The Spring Offensive of the German Army on the Western Front had begun in 
March but had petered out by July. Though the Germans had managed to advance to 
the River Marne they failed to achieve the decisive victory they had intended. The Allied 
counter-offensive opened with the Battle of Amiens on 8 August 1918. With ten or more 
divisions, over 500 tanks and careful preparation, the Allies achieved surprise. The 
attack, led by the British Fourth Army, broke through the German lines and by the end of 
the first day they had opened up a huge gap. The losses on the German side were great 
and had the effect of causing a collapse of German morale.     
  The advance continued for three more days but with less spectacular results as 
the rapid advance outran the supporting artillery and also ran short of supplies. On the 
second day of the Battle of Amiens Marmaduke George JOYCE was killed in action at 
the age of 18. He was the son of James and Edith JOYCE of Bugbrooke and had 
enlisted the previous year in the Kings Royal Rifle Corps. He later transferred to the 12th 
Battalion, London Regiment and when that was disbanded in February 1918 he 
transferred to the 11th Battalion at Amiens. He is buried at Beacon Cemetery, Sailly 
Laurette. As well as the memorial in the Church there is a memorial plaque to 
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Marmaduke and his brother Fred JOYCE 
(killed at Alexandria the previous 
December) in the Bugbrooke Chapel. 

Many other men from Bugbrooke 
were involved in the fighting in Western 
Europe, amongst them Alfred ADAMS, 
William SOLWAY who returned to France 
after a time in hospital, Joseph 
MARSHALL who was injured in the knee 
and discharged to the Labour Corps, 
Percival AMBLER and Benjamin 
WISEMAN who was mentioned in Sir 
Douglas Haig’s despatches for “Good 
Field Work”. 

On 10 August, the Germans began 
to withdraw towards the Hindenburg Line. On the 21 August the Allies launched a 
fresh offensive at the Battle of Albert. This offensive was again a success and pushed 
the German 2nd Army back over a 34 mile front. The town of Albert was captured on 
22 August, Noyon on 29 August and Bapaume on 29 August. 

During this time there was a second Bugbrooke man killed on the Western Front - 
Arthur LESTER. Arthur was born in Bugbrooke, the son of George and Elizabeth. In 
1915 he married Maud ADCOCK and moved to Rugby. He enlisted soon after the 
wedding but was placed on the reserve. He was finally mobilised in July 1917 soon 
after the birth of his daughter Edith May. He served in the 263 Railway Company of the 
Royal Engineers and was promoted to Lance Corporal in June 1918. He was killed on 
the 17 August and is buried at the Ribemont Communal Cemetery in the Somme. 

Back in Bugbrooke, the school was closed for the Harvest Holidays for most of 
August. It reopened on 16 September. On that day the headmaster, Frank WRIGHT, 
applied for and received permission from the vicar for blackberrying “under the 
scheme”. This was where the children were allowed out of school to collect 
blackberries for the war effort. Fresh fruit was in short supply and Bugbrooke had 
plenty of briars laden with berries at this time of year. The 
children were paid for their efforts and on 24 September they 
collected nearly 100 lbs (45kg) of blackberries for which they 
received one pound four shillings and threepence three farthings. 
More were collected over the next few days. The school also sent 
off three stone (19 kg) of plum stones. It is probable that these 
plum stones were to be turned into charcoal for use in gas 
masks. 

The advance in Western Europe continued throughout 
September but saw another Bugbrooke man give his life for his 
country. Percy PERKIN was born in Bozeat but lived most of his 
life at Ward’s Lodge, Bugbrooke with his parents John James 
and Elizabeth. Before joining up in 1918 he worked for William 
John ADAMS in the village. Percy joined the 7th Battalion The 
Buffs and embarked for France late August. Four weeks later, on 
24 September, he was killed in action at the age of 19. He is 
remembered on the memorial at Vis en Artois in the Pas de Calais as well as on the 
plaque in the Bugbrooke Church. There is also an inscription in his memory on the 

 Whippet Tank as used at Amiens 
By permission Paul Hermans - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0 
  https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=53322 

Arthur Lester pictured in 
1910 
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grave of his parents in Bugbrooke Churchyard. 
September saw the war progress in the Balkans. The French, Serbian and Greek 

contingents of the Allied forces defeated the Bulgarians and opened the route for the 
British to move towards Turkey. Various successful battles in Palestine led to the Allies 
capturing Damascus at the end of the month. The successes on these fronts left 
Germany more isolated and exposed to attack from the South. 

These two months saw major advances by the Allies and foreshadowed the end of 
the war. German losses were huge but the Allied victories were hard won and resulted 
in countless men injured and killed. The village mourned the deaths of three more 
brave men. 
Dave Marshall, For the 100 Years Project 

Santa’s Visit to Bugbrooke 
Hello kiddies of all ages!  I will be visiting you all again this year along with my 
elves. Weather permitting it will be on Wednesday 19th December 2018.  Time to make 
a note on Calendars, diaries, phones, iPads etc. 

New for this year will be my own Group on Facebook called Santa in 
Bugbrooke.  This will be where you will see the route and any other updates for my visit 
along with the usual on the spot reports from my Tracking Elf.  He is already getting his 
magic running shoes and texting finger up to scratch. 

 The elves had a severe telling off last year from running amok as they got too 
excited.  This year I’m not letting them out of my sight!  

 As in previous years any donations of sweets nearer the time would be most 
welcome.  The elves are also excitedly looking forward to any little treats that they 
might find on their way around. 

Thanks to everyone for the support and warm welcome that I receive each year 
from all the villagers.  It’s what makes Bugbrooke so special. 
Santa & The Elves 

Railway Embankments 
I grew up in Bugbrooke during the 1939-45 war years and up into the early 1960s, 
before steam engines were phased out and replaced with Diesels followed by 
Electrification. Up until this period in the 1960s it was quite a common sight during the 
hot summer months to see the dried up grass on the embankments being set alight 
from sparks or hot cinders from these trains, especially more so with some express 
trains.  

In our youth we spent many hours along the railway embankments especially at 
the back end of summer, when its banks and bushes were full of Blackberries and 
Rose Hips, for when ripe we were paid three pence a pound for them when taking them 
back to morning assembly at school, along with being given badges for certain 
amounts that one could collect.  

For in our youth most fields adjacent to the railway embankments were put down 
to grazing cattle upon, due to the risk of growing wheat crops that frequently would be 
lost through embankment fires spreading.  

One hot summer during the 1950s, both embankments in the deep cutting 
between the Spinney on the Gayton Road and Bugbrooke Downs, was to be set alight 
with hot cinders from a speeding express train, this fire spread up under the fencing 
setting all the Gorse alight that covered the hillside from the boundary of the railway 
embankment all the way up to the very tops of the Downs, as well as parts of the 
Spinney.  
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The roaring nose that it made when 
well alight was frightening, not counting 
the heat that it gave off, especially from 
the bursts of fire that resembled 
tornadoes that twisted up into the sky. 
As youngsters we made our way up the 
Gayton Road to have a closer look, 
when on reaching the Canal Bridge, we 
were stopped and told not to go any 
further, due to it being very dangerous, 
as one could feel the heat radiating from 
this fire while standing on the Canal 
Bridge. Every so often there would be a 
blast of heat that singed ones eyebrows 
and hair even from that distance.  

We were told that it was so hot that 
the fire brigade could not get anywhere 
near to it, in order to try and stop the fire 
from spreading. After it had burnt itself 
out it left everywhere charred with dead 
rabbits galore, as before the Fire the 
place would always be teeming with 
rabbits.  

It was to leave the Downs with no 
Gorse or other bushes for many years, 
as the Gorse never grew back to how it 
was before it got burnt down.  

After this fire it was quite common 
to see the railway men cutting the grass 
on the embankments with hand held 
Scythes or with mechanical Allen Scythes Some local framers were permitted to cut 
down and use the grass from off the railway embankments for making hay, that is if it 
was not set alight before it could be moved.  

Once electrification had taken place and there were no more steam driven 
engines running back and forth along its tracks, the threat of fire was reduced and 
farmers were to start setting wheat crops next to its embankments, as can be seen up 
to the present time.  
Stanley Joseph Clark  

Bugbrooke Church Fete 2018 
This year’s fete was opened by the new Rose Queen Jasmine Saunders and her 
attendants were Darcy Suddards and Sophie Freed.The weather was kind to us and 
all the stalls looked amazing. The fete preparations start in May and everyone 
involved worked very hard to make it a special day. We had an auction this year which 
made £377 and the total raised was over £3500, despite the fact that the tennis and 
the England football match were both on the television in the middle of the afternoon. 
We were also very fortunate to have a talented student from Campion, Billy Marsh, to 
entertain us with his music. So altogether it’s been another successful year. 
 June and Ian Farrington 
 

Stan’s painting of the Comet passing the level 
crossing on the Banbury Lane. 
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Violet Spruels and her dog Poppy 
being dwarfed by the ‘Hay Castle 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below, Nathan Doyle caught this 
early sunrise on a lovely early 
September morning 
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The duck race provided its usual popular appeal  
at the Church Village Fete in July 
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Start the new school term with road safety in mind 
Parents and carers are being encouraged to help children stay safe on the school run 
as the new term begins. 

In 2016, 69 children were killed and 15,907 injured on UK roads, with 36 per cent 
of casualties occurring during the pre- and post-school hours of 7-9am and 3-5pm. 

Whether you drive or walk to school, Northamptonshire Police and 
Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service are sharing advice to help families teach 
children about staying safe.  

Matt O’Connell, of the joint Safer Roads Alliance, says: “When your child first 
starts to walk with you, talk to them about how they must always hold your hand, 
especially when crossing roads, and teach them to stop at once if you tell them to. 

Talk about how paths and pavements are for people, and roads are for traffic. 
Practise the ‘stop, look, listen, think’ sequence whenever you cross a road so they 
learn about stopping before the kerb, looking right, left and right again for traffic, 
listening for vehicles, and thinking about whether there’s enough time to cross safely.” 

Road safety charity Brake advises that children under eight should always be 
accompanied by and hold hands with an adult around roads, particularly when 
crossing.  

When letting your child walk independently, remind them how to cross safely 
using the Green Cross Code and help them plan the safest route to where they are 
being allowed to go. 

Having discussions with children around staying safe in the car is also important. 
Matt says: “Whenever you drive them somewhere set a good example by putting 

your phone away, obeying speed limits and road signs, and always making sure 
everyone wears their seatbelt properly. 

It’s also important you park safely and legally around schools to help keep 
everyone safe – better still, park a few streets away to reduce congestion and walk to 
school, practising road safety as you go.” 

The Green Cross Code 
1. Find a safe place to cross. 
2. Stop just before you get to the kerb. 
3. Look all around for traffic and listen for it too. 
4. If traffic is coming, let it pass. 
5. Look and listen again. When it is safe, go straight across the road - do not run. 
6. Keep looking and listening while you are crossing the road. 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Our meeting on 22nd October is a social evening for members only. Janet Cooper, 
area demonstrator and member of our club is retiring but fortunately for us on 26th 
November she will present "So this is Christmas". Our Christmas demonstration is 
always very special so do come along to Nether Heyford Village Hall. You will be made 
very welcome. 
Jane Barker 

Private Maths Tuition. Experienced Qualified Teacher, CRB checked, Primary, 
Key Stage 3 and GCSE 1:1 tuition. Contact Alison 07793083991. 
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Village Profile 
Brian Curtis – Parish Councillor. Former Chair of Bugbrooke Playing Fields 
Association, former Headteacher of Pattishall Primary School. 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born here in a house on Camp Hill during 
a thunderstorm. I went to school here until I 
was 11 and then to Northampton School for 
Boys. I got a degree in Economics at Ealing 
College in London, and took a job teaching 
English and Economics in Le Havre in France. 
Julia  (my wife) and I stayed in France for 3  
years. We had a really good time as the 
students were about our age. I also did 
translating for the Port Authority, which brought 
in some extra money and we saved enough for 
a deposit on a house when we returned to 
England. On our return we settled in Great 
Wakering in Essex and I taught Economics at 
Southend High School for Boys for 5 years. 
Our first son David was born there. In 1979 we 
moved back to Northamptonshire and Tom, 
our second son, was born in 1981.  Julia’s 
parents lived in Heyford and mine in 
Bugbrooke. I had always wanted to build my 
own home, and we were lucky enough to acquire some land off Great Lane. I 
remember my Dad, who was a carpenter, showed me how to construct the roof on 
the bungalow. In 1999/2000 we built our present home in West End. I had other jobs 
during my career - deputy head at Millway Middle School and then my final position 
before retiring was Headteacher of Pattishall Primary School. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
I have always felt very lucky to have survived my childhood. When I was four I went 
with my cousin, Pete Joy,  to feed the hens at the Wheelpits. There were pigs there 
too and when I was sent to collect the eggs the pigs attacked me. I still have the 
scars.  The following year my Dad took me and my sisters fishing in the canal and I 
somehow managed to fall in and nearly drown. Dad had to dive in and save me. All I 
can remember is my wellies full of water. Then when I was about eight, there was a 
fete at school. Somebody threw a dart at the dart-board, missed and hit me in the 
back, piercing my lung. Dr Collet pulled it out and stuck a plaster over the hole! 

I did a variety of jobs in my school and college holidays, such as a dustbin 
round, pig farmer and sewerage worker to supplement my college grant and keep my 
mini-van on the road. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
It’s home. It’s where my roots are. It’s friendly, has a good community spirit.  West 
End is great. We know the majority of people by their Christian name. 
Do you enjoy sport? 
I did athletics when I was young – sprinting and long jump mainly, but I enjoy team 
sports best.  I played Rugby and Football and Basketball for the school. I played 
football for Bugbrooke into my fifties and then ran the line thereafter. I was Chairman 
of the Playing Fields Association for a number of years and was involved in getting 
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grants from the lottery etc to help build the Community Centre. I was also involved in 
the design and applying for grants for the Football Club changing facilities. 
What are you most proud of? 
The Community Centre. And the way lots of people came together and gave their time 
to enable this to be built. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
Architecture. I took a great interest in planning extensions to the school in Pattishall,  
designing my own houses of course, as well as the Community Centre and Football 
Club Changing Facilities. 
What is your favourite food? 
Rhubarb in batter. My mother used to make it. She was a good cook and made pork 
pies at Christmas which I had to deliver round the village. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
I have happy memories of Cromer and family holidays there with the whole family 

including grandparents. More recently Canada, especially Vancouver, where we saw 
three pods of whales. 
Is there anyone you admire? 
I admire any person who achieves against the odds, whatever walk of life they are in. 
Sportsmen mainly - Daley Thompson when he won gold for the decathlon and today 
Geraint Thomas winning the Tour de France. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
As a teacher on a day to day basis, I would advise them to keep their environment 
clean and tidy by picking up litter, also do their homework and be prepared for the next 
day. In the final assembly when year 6 were leaving for secondary school, my advice 
to them was to get involved and try to be the best you can be in whatever you choose 
to do. 
Do you have an ambition? 
I would like to play Rugby for England on the wing – or build suspension bridges – but 
then I wake up – dreaming again! Since my stroke in 2015 my aim is to get through life 
retaining what faculties I have left. I have had a good life irrespective of what happens 
now. 
Interview by Pat Kent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The  article on the following page, was originally published in Issue 2 of the 
Bugbrooke LINK in September 1983, 35 years ago. 
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Services and Events at 
St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 
 

Sunday Services  

8:00am  BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
 

9:45am  First four Sundays in the month a service of 

either Morning Praise or Holy Communion. 

See our various Notice Boards for details  

5th Sunday in the month watch for details 
 

6:00pm   First Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’  

 a service of Praise and Worship.  

  

Other Services 

Mondays during term time 2pm to 3:15pm ‘Monday Tots Church’ in Church 

Third Wednesday in the Month 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Chancel 
 

Regular Events 

Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 

Bible Studies and Fellowship Meetings in and around Bugbrooke  

See Notice Boards for details 

Thursdays 9am to 11am Family Morning during term time  

in the Sunday School Rooms 

Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  
 

Special Dates 

Sunday 7th October 9:45am Harvest Celebrations for All 

Sunday 11th November 10:45am Annual Service of Remembrance but also 

to mark the 100th Anniversary of the end of the 1st World War 
 

 
 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 
Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 
Enquiries about Marriage ring 831621 

For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers. 
Visit our Website :- bugbrookechurch.co.uk 
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BC - Bugbrooke Chapel  CC - Community Centre  CCP - Church Car Park   

Ch - St Michael & All Angels    CP - Cricket Pavilion    PS - Primary School 

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall   RU - Rugby Club Clubhouse 

SS - Sunday School   VH - Village Hall 

Diary   

October   

1 19:30 Bugbrooke WI  - AGM CC 

3 13:45 Wednesday Club - Fish & Chip Lunch SS 

6/7  Flower Festival Ch 

7 18:00 Harvest Songs of Praise Ch 

15 14:00 U3A - ‘Between Stairs : The Life of a Lady’s Maid’ - Jo Golby CC 

17 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

26 19:00 Bugbrooke OAP Christmas Gift scheme – Wine tasting  RC 

31 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

November   

5 19:30 Bugbrooke WI - Bob the Blacksmith CC 

14 19:30 History Group - World War 1 and its impact on the Village CC 

19 14:00 U3A - ‘The Women’s Land Army’  - Helen Frost CC 

26 19:45 Flower Club - ‘So this is Christmas’ - Janet Cooper NHVH 

December   

3 19:30 Bugbrooke WI  - Stanwick Handbell Ringers CC 

7 19:30 Friends of St Michaels - Wine Tasting CC 

19  Santa in Bugbrooke  
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