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Front Page: Thanks go to Rev. Stephen French for the photo of the Rose 

Queen, Poppy Palmer, and her attendants, Rachel Oxborough on the left, and 

Violet Galvin on the right. More photos of the Fête on page 19. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 217), August 2019 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
I’m delighted to be able to welcome you to this issue of your 
village magazine which contains such an interesting mix of 
contributions and fabulous photos. We’re not receiving as 
many regular articles but I’m thrilled that more people are 
sending in something that bit different as well. 

There are some beautiful photos taken in and around Bugbrooke; an invitation to 
partake in one of the beautifully named ‘petal walks’; musings on the ‘Corridor of 
Green’ and thoughts on “Life Through a Lens’. Nature Notes is a great read and you 
must look out for swans, hedgehogs and House Martins. I’m sure you will also enjoy 
challenging yourselves with the word search. 

Unsurprisingly, most of you will be unaware of the huge effort made by the 
committee and team of volunteers to keep this publication going – thank you all. 
Critically important is the role of the advertisers as without their contributions we 
would not be able to publish the colourful, professional and well-regarded Bugbrooke 
LINK Magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 02 
September 2019, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 
preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
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recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2:00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests. 
 There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book and 
Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, 
‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, 
Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble. Some activities are shown on the ‘Gallery’ 
page of the website and the Photography Group has its own dedicated display page. 
 Future events – Please note that there is no meeting in August: Monday 16th 
September at 2:00pm – ‘Milton Keynes to Mississippi’ by Saffron Summerfield. A brief 
history of the guitar with examples of Classical, Spanish and 
Mississippi Blues music played by Saffron, with anecdotes from her 
musical career. 
Enquiries to 01604 830165 (Linda New) or https://u3asites.org.uk/
upper-nene 

Life Through a Lens! 
Around 1971 in the Civic Hall, Wolverhampton, I experienced my first 
live concert with the Folk/Jazz/Rock group ‘Pentangle’ and have been 
hooked on live music ever since! If you have not heard of ‘Pentangle’, 
the group had moderate chart and popular success with their surprise hit single "Light 
Flight". This became popular through its use as theme music for the television series 
‘Take Three Girls’ (incidentally the BBC’s first drama series to be broadcast in colour) 
and they toured to reasonably good record sales and reasonably full venues!  
 Since this first baptism into ‘live music’ I have gone to concerts with artists and 
groups covering a wide spectrum of styles - and volume! Deep Purple, Mott the Hoople, 
David Bowie, Black Sabbath, Moody Blues, Argent, Cliff Richard, Lindisfarne, Genesis, 
Status Quo, Simply Red, Barry Manilow (to my shame), Madness, Queen Extravaganza 
and UB40, to name but a few. More recently I went to Wembley to see Billy Joel on his 
70th birthday tour and to Franklins Gardens here in Northampton to see Nile Rogers 
and Chic.   
 At these various live concerts I have sat and listened, stood and rocked, both in 
my seat and in the standing-room-only part of various venues! Often I have been the 
one who has annoyed others by my ‘Dad Dancing’ and tuneless singing, while it has 
often been others that have annoyed me! 
 Arms in the air and gyrating to the music and/or singing the lyrics, either in tune - 
or not - is not nearly as annoying, irritating and downright stupefying as the modern 
phenomenon of arms outstretched and trying to get that perfect picture or recording of 
the concert, or a selfie with the artist(s) in the background, on those things called smart 
phones! 
 In fact this irritation does not begin or stop with me! When Kate Bush announced 
after many years she was to do a limited number of gigs, she stopped during her first 
number and asked why people were recording her performance. She, along with Bruce 
Springsteen, wanted people to engage, savour and enjoy the moment and not to try and 
record ‘the moment’ for future storage, never to be viewed and shared more than a 
couple of times (and that is being generous). 
 Turning  my thoughts from Grumpy Old Man mode, to a more serious example of 
this phenomenon of 'living life through a lens' (to quote Robbie Williams), there is actual 
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footage of a journalist filming in a war zone, who, after many warnings from soldiers, 
still continued to record the most violent front-line action. He ultimately filmed his own 
death, because ‘living life through the lens’ took him outside the stark reality of the fire-
fight and distanced him from real life on the other side of his camera. 
 God does not reside in this ‘unreality’ of life behind the lens but meets with us in 
full reality. He knows our thoughts, actions, intentions, aspirations, strengths, 
shortcomings, successes and failures before we do! There is no engaging with us 
through a lens, he engages with us in real time and reality. Don’t look at God in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit in retrospect, 'storing him up' as a recording that 
you are unlikely to look at again. 
 Seek God in the moment, He is waiting for you with open arms. With Him, life is 
never, can never be, lived in retrospect or through a lens but experienced in all its 
fullness, wonder and abundance. 
 John, chapter 10, verse 10 says, ‘The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that all 
may have life, and have it abundantly.’ Jesus gives us 
this real-time promise, not through a lens or in 
retrospect. A little 'food for thought' over the summer! 
Stephen French, Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, 
Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Village Profile    
Dave Marshall - Chairman of Allotments Association, 
Treasurer of U3A, Chairman of Bugbrooke Art Group 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in West Bridgford, south of the River Trent in 
Nottinghamshire, and I lived there for 19 years with my 
parents and older brother. Then I went to work in Manchester, followed by three years 
at college in Sheffield where I studied Mechanical Engineering. Then I married Jean 
and we lived for two years in Warrington and then Fleckney, Leicestershire. In 1979 
just before Christmas we came to Bugbrooke. We came here because of my work with 
Bostrom which then became KAB Seating. I was in the Design Department. The work 
was very varied, working on any and every part of the seat structure. I enjoyed it 
mostly but  the eighties were difficult worrying times. There was always the possibility 
of redundancy. The KAB Seating Company shrank by 50% and so you were filling in 
for those who had gone. The Company was owned by an American Company who 
sold to a management buyout and then KAB Seating built up to become a successful 
international company.    
What was your work in Manchester? 
My first job was a thick sandwich apprenticeship with AEI, which then merged into 
GEC. There were 12,000 people working there (all gone now). And then after college I 
worked for British Steel in Corby. 
If you could start again would you choose a different career? 
No. The career I had gave me so many opportunities. I was asked to travel for the 
company and met lots of really interesting nice people. For example, in Poland once, I  
was driving and could not find the road to the place I wanted, and I asked a taxi driver. 
He guided me to the place and made sure it was right before he left me. I offered to 
pay him but he refused money. He had done it out of the goodness of his heart. All 
over the world there are nice people. 
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Did you have a happy childhood? 
For the first years of my life I had nearly every childhood disease that was going, so spent 
little time at school. My parents were interested in all sorts of things. They took me to 
different places, hiking in Derbyshire, collecting fossils from beaches on the Lincolnshire 
coast. They were interested in gardens, flowers and vegetables, and in art - interests which 
I have continued with. My father was an engineer and had a workshop at home so we were 
always making things. As my brother was eight years older than me I was almost like an 
only child. I do remember a time at school when, because I had missed the lessons on 
playing the recorder, I had to sit at the back with the recorder in front of me and not allowed 
to touch it. I surprised everyone by passing my 11 plus (I always found exams easy) and 
went to West Bridgford Grammar School. I liked doing ‘interesting maths’ but never learnt 
my tables. I wasn’t much good at languages but liked the science subjects, physics and 
maths. I also enjoyed sport at school, running and playing rugby (I played for the school), 
and ice skating. Skating forwards was easy, but I never managed to skate backwards. 
What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
There is plenty to do here. There’s nice countryside and walks and it’s a nice place for kids 
to grow up in.  
Is there anything you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
Inconsiderate parking is very annoying.   
What are you most proud of? 
I’d rather think of what gives me pleasure. Art work gives pleasure and places I’ve been, 
break-throughs in family history. I have been researching my family history since 1977 
when a solicitor wrote to my father telling him of a small amount of money left to him by a 
relative. There was a list of all the relatives who had a share in this legacy. Most of them 
we did not know of so my brother and I started our research. It is very satisfying to make a 
break-through. I recently met up with a second cousin who was born in Lincolnshire and is 
now Assistant Bishop of London.  
And what about your allotment? 
I get a lot of enjoyment from it. It’s satisfying  and the produce tastes good. U3A is also a 
good organization. But there are many groups in the village which need young people to 
take over running them. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
I read a lot of non-fiction but there is only one book which I have read twice and that is 
Titus Groan from Gormanghast. So I would take the Gormanghast Trilogy. 
Do you enjoy sport/music? 
I have a diverse taste in music. In my teens I was into folk music such as Joan Baez. I used 
to go to the MSG in Manchester. I liked the Who and Moody Blues, not the Beatles 
particularly. Later I turned to classical music and Wagner. I have enjoyed being part of 
music groups in Bugbrooke.  
 I didn’t continue to take part in sport after I left school. I think it’s important that all 
sport is played in the right spirit and not to win at any cost. We went to the Paralympics in 
2012 which were superb. I enjoyed taking my daughter Ruth to various events over the 
country when she was competing in athletics. 
What or who do you admire most? 
I admire people who are straightforward, who say what they mean and mean what they 
say. 
What is your favourite food? 
As I have travelled so much I have tried food all over the world. I love raw Tuna in Japan - it 
is purple near the bone – delicious. In Korea the food is hot and spicy, and I really love 
Italian food. But of course home cooking is best. I like making pasta. 
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Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
I like to go somewhere new, but Costa Rica was wonderful, a lovely place. They 
cherish what they have got there. Closer to home, I love to visit Derbyshire. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Take opportunities which arise and make the most of them. 
When was your happiest moment? 
Always with the family. Getting married. The birth of our daughters. 
And what in life is most important to you? 
My family. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Bugbrooke WI 
May is the month for the WI to vote on their resolutions. We had some fruitful 
discussion about this year's resolutions when members of the Harpole WI joined us 
at our meeting. The resolutions were "Don't fear the smear" and "The importance of 
rural buses". Both of which are important to us in this area. When these were taken to 
the National AGM at Bournemouth they were agreed on and the results will be 
passed to the relevant authorities. 
 After the resolutions Analiza Jones gave a very interesting presentation on the 
manufacture of handbags in the Philippines and sold several of the handmade bags 
she had with her. 
 In June Margaret Burgon gave a humorous and thought provoking talk on the 
challenges faced by a Vicar's wife. We were amazed at all the diverse problems she 
encountered. She never knew when the doorbell rang what she would be presented 
with. 
 We have now organised our August outing and will be going to Frosts Garden 
Centre for a browse followed by a cream tea. 
 Our September meeting should be fun as Annette and John Christophers will 
give a light-hearted talk on the history of pottery. The highlight of the evening will be a 
"hands-on" section where an item of pottery will be made on the night. 
 On a more social note, we have been to Peggotty’s for skittles practice and 
have gained three new players from our members. We had a friendly match against 
Rothersthorpe WI which was very close although we did in fact lose. A return match 
is promised. 
 Visitors are always welcome at our meetings. There is a charge of £4.50 for 
visitors. Do come and join us. 
Brenda Astell and Muriel Smith 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
We are holding our annual Wine Tasting this year on Friday 
18th October, with a 7:00 for 7:30pm start. The event is to be 
held at the Rugby Club Clubhouse, located at the village 
playing fields. There will be seven wines with a light supper 
served at the interval. Please book early to reserve your place. 
Tickets are available at £12 each from either Linda Hartgrove  
on 07837 733664, Jen Woodgate on 07788 723223 or Harben 
Hairdressers. 
 Come along and enjoy a relaxed and convivial evening. 
 Please look out for the Christmas voucher application in 
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the October edition of LINK. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

Charity Bike Ride 
We did it! Theresa and I completed the 2019 London to Brighton Bike ride on 16th 
June. The training definitely paid off and I finished in about 5½ hours, with a couple 
of stops along the way. We left London in the sunshine but unfortunately it pretty 
much poured down all the way to Brighton but we did cross the finish line in 
sunshine. It was a fantastic event, and the atmosphere was brilliant so if you have 
ever thought about entering go for it. My husband Jonathan and daughter Lilly were 
right on the finish line to see me ride into Brighton which is a fantastic memory for 
us. I even managed to cycle all the way up the big scary hill at the end of the 
race. Most importantly of all, with your support we raised £2,190 with my Barclays 
matched funding for the British Heart Foundation which I’m over the moon about. It 
made all the hours of training completely worthwhile. Thank you again for your 
amazing support and encouragement. I felt Bugbrooke was supporting us all the 
way! 
Bethany Barker and Theresa Gibson 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/teambarkerlondonbrighton2019  

Bugbrooke ‘Petal Walks’ 
Bugbrooke and its surroundings are generously served by public footpaths, some of 
great antiquity. Short or long, they reveal amazing vistas and how humankind has 
worked with nature over many centuries. This is the first of six walks along those 
footpaths, starting and ending in Bugbrooke itself. All six walks head off in different 
directions so the outline of each describes a flower petal (this one’s a tulip). 
 None of the walks is exactly alpine but preparation is a good idea, like 
checking out the weather forecast, choosing appropriate clothing and footwear, 
telling someone where you’re going and carrying something with which to hydrate 
and nourish yourself en route. Grab a walking stick (comes in very handy), a copy of 
Ordnance Survey Explorer Map No.223 (in case you want to deviate and discover 
more), a compass (if you’d find one useful) and let’s go! 
Petal Walk No.1: Glassthorpe Hill and Back. 7.5 miles and 4 hours (with stops). 
Start at “The Five Bells” (Grid Reference 675574). Head East North East past the 
Sunday School to the High Street. Go left in the direction of Kislingbury and round 
the right hand bend past the Manor House to the bottom of the hill. Go left at the 
footpath sign just before the telephone exchange. 
 Proceed northwards noting that you pass close to what is believed to be 
where much of the village existed in medieval times. To the East side of Bugbrooke 
Mill pick up the footpath sign heading North East along the Nene Way around a field 
of old grain silos. Continue and, once under the M1 motorway, head northwards until 
you reach the River Nene and the site of Harpole Watermill (see below) where the 
mill house was still lived in until the 1930s and from which the waterwheel is still in 
use at Billing Mill downriver. 
 Carry on northwards across the A45 (carefully) to Harpole village, past “The 
Bull” and up the High Street to the church of All Saints. The church, like the three 
others in the “Junction 16 Benefice” is very historic, usually open and well worth a 
visit. Afterwards, head westwards past the old School House. Turn left when you 
reach Chester Avenue and, at the T-junction, turn right onto Glassthorpe Lane. This 
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Bugbrooke Brownies 
This term our two Brownie groups had a number of opportunities for joint activities.  
We had a combined games night so that the Monday girls didn’t miss out due to the 
May bank holiday, a camp fire event with units from across the district and, of course, 
girls from both groups took part in our Brownie Rose Queen parade for the Church 
Fête. Each year we choose a queen and two attendants but we wanted to give all of 
our Brownies a chance to be involved. Those of you who were there will have seen the 
banner that Dolphin spent many hours 
putting together with stitched squares 
made by the leaders, young leaders 
and many of our Brownies (see 
previous page). 
 At the start of the May half term 
holiday we held a table top sale and 
would like to thank all the people who 
helped with this and those that came 
and supported us.  The money raised 
will enable us to buy equipment or 
subsidise trips, etc. 

 We have also made the 
most of any good weather with 
activities such as ‘Guiding in 
Bubble’ which gave us the excuse 
to get in the garden and have fun 
with some bubble mixture! And we 
were even able to hold a promise 
ceremony outside.  We are very 
lucky to have such a lovely 
outdoor space to use. 
 If your daughter is 7, or is 
coming up to 7, and you would like 
to put her name on our waiting list 
please email us at: 
bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com. 
We meet on a Monday night 5.30-
7pm or a Tuesday night 6-7.30pm 
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takes you into the folds of Earl Spencer farming country and Glassthorpe Hill itself 
(GR 668607). Great views of the Nene Valley from here. 
 Head West South West downhill and pick up the Midshires 
Way due South over the M1 and over the new Flore by-pass to 
Upper Heyford. Continue southwards and, after a quarter of a mile 
on tarmac, head South West on the footpath across the Nene to 
Nether Heyford church. Pick up the Nene Way footpath going East 

from the churchyard. Cross two village roads and continue for half a mile, past the 
sports field and over the Hoarstone brook.  
 At the Charity Meadow (not signposted but with Heyford’s Flour Mill in full view 
a further half mile on) turn due South up the hill to the old trackway known as “Smith’s 
Lane” which, after sharp turns to the left and right, brings you to Homestead Farm. 
Turn right onto Bugbrooke High Street then right down Church Lane and you’re back 
at The Five Bells, where a warm reception awaits if you time it right! 
 That’s it! Petal Walk No.2 (Rothershorpe and back) will appear in the next 
Bugbrooke LINK.   
Alan Robertshaw 

Support for Grandparents 
There are many grandparents who, due to circumstances very often beyond their 
control, never get to see their grandchildren. 
 The reasons can vary considerably. It can be due simply to a falling out 
amongst family members, sometimes the parents of the children have divorced or 
have simply moved a long distance away. 
 In other more serious situations parents of the children involved may suffer 
drink or drug related problems, the children may be removed for safety reasons, in 
some cases fostered, meaning grandparents have no legal access to their 
grandchildren.  
 GranPart support group was established in 2015 in Milton Keynes and has 
grown over the years with another group being started up in Northampton. The 
meetings give grandparents who are going through this difficult time an opportunity to 
meet others in a similar situation. In an informal environment where they can chat and 
share experiences and can be empathetic and supportive to each other. 
 GranPart is also supported by professionals who can offer guidance. Local 
solicitors regularly attend the meetings and can offer advice to grandparents who may 
be struggling to know what their legal rights are and what direction to take. 
 Meetings in Northampton are held monthly at Manning Watts House, Garners 
Way, Harpole. For more information or to just have a chat contact Marion on 01604 
830070 or 07842 146637 or visit the website: www.granpart.co.uk 

Stan Clark’s Memories of 75 years ago 

During the 2nd World War, from the early 1940s, the army requisitioned parts of 
Bugbrooke. Army vehicles were parked on the school field. And then, one day, 75 
years ago they had all gone by morning daybreak.  
 Soldiers had been using the school classrooms for dormitories, putting the 
desks back in place the next morning before the children needed them. Many folk let 
groups of soldiers sleep in front rooms of their homes, or in any spare dry area such 
as barns and outhouses, etc., especially in some of the farms that were nearby. The 
army took over three bakehouses within the village. One was in the shop down West 
End, another down Little Lane (Ace Lane) next to Kiln Yard (these two never did open 



24 

 



25 

 

again) and Barnes Bake House in the High Street. So during this time there were no 
Sunday roasts for village folk. 
 Also during this period of time the army removed the swing bridge that was 
used to cross the canal at Bugbrooke Wharf, and replaced it with a moveable Bailey 
Bridge that enabled the very heavy armoured vehicles such as tanks to cross the 
canal at this point. Normal canal bridges were not strong enough to carry their 
weight. The swing bridge was never replaced. Bugbrooke Downs was used as a tank 
training area. 
 Also at this time the 13-18 Hussars, a Light Armoured Division was stationed 
in and around the large house at Cornhill. They made Cornhill their barracks after 
being evacuated from the Dunkerque beaches in 1940. 
 Suddenly, one morning, 75 years ago, they had all gone – possibly to play their 
part in the D-Day invasion, and Bugbrooke was left to enjoy a quiet summer. 
Stanley Joseph Clark 

WIPS Goes Reaping 

When Wips was young there were twenty farmers in the village each having a few 
fields. They would each have a few cattle, sheep, poultry and pigs with some fields to 
grow fodder for the animals and some for cereal crops. Getting in these crops when 
they were ripe was very important. Leaving them too long would see grain fall away 
or, if it rained, the crop could be wasted if it rotted. Finding a suitable dry spell to cut 
the corn was crucial and at these times everyone had to pull together and get the 
corn into ricks whilst it was dry. This meant using whatever labour was available. 
Consequently, once young boys were old enough to lift a sheaf of corn and stack 
them into stooks, they were of use to the farmers. Even better if they could wield a 
pitchfork and help load up the wagons ready to take to the rick yard where they 
would wait for the threshing machine later in the autumn. 
 When Wips was a teenager he looked forward to going into the fields to meet 
the farm labourers at the end of his summer holidays. It enabled him to feel part of 
the village family. Combine harvesters were not invented until the 1950s so the crops 
were cut by threshing machines that bundled up the corn into sheaves and threw 
them onto the floor. They then had to be picked up and stood in stooks of 6 to 8 
sheaves. They would then be left to dry before being taken to the rick yard. It was 
often prickly work as there would be thistles among the corn. Wips soon learnt to 
wear long sleeved shirts for this job. Long trousers were also useful to prevent the 
fresh stubble scratching legs. Some of the old hands tied string round their trousers 
below the knees to stop mice running up their legs. Wips liked it best when the 
machine had only a few more runs to make up and down the field. All the rabbits and 
any foxes would soon be making a run for the nearest hedge and safety. If a fox was 
spotted by the tractor driver he would point out its location to the farmers who would 
then pick their guns ready for it to break cover. Once it appeared the doubled 
barrelled guns would explode in unison whilst the others would make sure they were 
not in the line of fire. The rabbits would also make a run for it. As they had been in 
the corn all summer they were often short of breath when they ran. This helped lads 
have a chance if they chased them. Wips did manage to catch one in a long chase to 
the hedge. He dived on it just before it reached the hedge and had the honour of 
taking it home for next day’s dinner. The foxes were a prized kill as they played 
havoc with poultry on the farms. 
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 The harvest united young and old in the village and they would all go on 
conversing with each other throughout their lives. This bringing together of the 
generations is a sad loss in current village life. 
Wips 

Bugbrooke Village Church Fete (Photos on page 19) 

A huge thank you to all who braved the hottest day of the year (so far) and supported 
the annual fete. It was lovely to see this year’s Rose Queen, Poppy Palmer, her 
attendants Rachel Oxborough, Violet Galvin and Bugbrooke Brownies parade from 
the Primary School to the Millennium Green. Thank you to all who lined the route and 
created such a special atmosphere. The fete was well attended and we are sure no 
one will forget the heat. Needless to say the ice creams sold out and made us a tidy 
profit. The WI were kept busy in the refreshment tent. 
 Gymnastrix stole the show with a fantastic display, and we learned that that 
group of girls had not performed before. Thanks to Bugbrooke Raccoons for providing 
the PA, with Tom Cliffe being MC and Andy Evans, the live music. The heat reduced 
the energy levels for traditional children’s races so ably organised by Nikki Evans. 
Well done to those who were still up for the challenge! 
 The new “Made in Bugbrooke” stall proved to be a big success with donations 
from so many talented and crafty people, thank you for all your donations. Another 
new venture was the online auction, many lots collected, mainly by Wendy who ran 
the whole thing. Thanks to all who got involved with the bidding, it made us nearly 
£300. The Ready Teddy Go provided the exciting and novel teddy zip wire. The 
church, and the amazing Art and Photography displays, offered a very welcome cool 
alternative to the field. 
 Our thanks go to all the stall holders and volunteers who worked so hard, as 
they do every year, before, during and clearing up afterwards. We also need to thank 
all the local businesses and companies who all made very valuable contributions in a 
variety of ways. A complete list is on our Facebook page. A real debt of gratitude is 
due to Rob and Alan who provided vans and drivers to fetch and carry. 
 We acquired a grant for the funding of the new gazebos in the knowledge that 
they are available for community use. Further details will be posted at the café. 
 At the time of writing we are on track to make over £3000  as well as providing 
a lovely community event. We will also be starting to think about next year’s fete! Look 
out for the open meeting and if you have any comments, or offers of getting involved, 
please talk to any committee member or email bugbrookefete@yahoo.com 
 Thank you all again. 
The Bugbrooke Village Church Fete committee 

Buchebroc ‘Corridor of Green’  
The early sun reflects, creating a bright rippling in the canal. Midges gather 
and dance, attracted to the brilliance of the flickering light. The almost clear, 
blue sky has, but a few clouds, providing a wonderful background to the 
dazzling bright yellow rapeseed fields. 

Hawthorn blossoms line the many parts of the river and gather around the 
canal bridges, sailing like miniature boats. 

Dandelion seed-heads, wet with morning dew, as are the cobwebs that join 
the many nettles, rushes and sedges. 

An abundance of trees offer shade along the towpath hiding a moorhen, a 
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bellowing of bullfinch and paddling ducks. 

A narrowboat passes, the distinct aroma of burning logs fill the air, and the 
boatman greets a simple ‘good morning’ as he continues his journey. 
Cattle graze, lambs skip and jump under the watchful eye of the flock 
‘bleating’ to one another. 

Thrushes exchange springtime melodies and hordes of crows ‘caw’ along 
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the leafy woodland and hillsides. 

A busy railway track across the river; trains pass by catching only a brief 
glimpse of the vista. 

I pass a small sign: ‘Braunston 14 Miles’ surrounded by bluebells, daffodils 
and nettles. I see a fisherman sitting as he waits patiently for his catch, 
followed by a dog and his owner, both enjoying the perfect spring morning. 

As my journey continues, walking along the narrowing towpath, this 
spectacular ‘Corridor of green’ I stop, inhale and look on, astounded by the 
beauty and distil this perfect memory. 
Nathan Doyle, 18/05/18 

Hedgehogs in Bugbrooke 

Hedgehogs are busy around the village at the moment eating lots in preparation for 
hibernation and there are some simple things we can do to help them. By putting out a 
shallow dish of water and a bowl of cat or dog food in the evening we can make this 
winter preparation much easier for them. By October they need to weigh at least 650g 
to give themselves a good chance of surviving the winter, so the more easy meals they 
can get the better. 
 Sometimes when we see a hedgehog they are busy and active, other times 
they do not look quite right or are behaving in a strange manner. This fact sheet is 
produced by the British Hedgehog Preservation Society and gives some very handy 
hints on what to look out for; helping us tell a healthy hog from one that needs a little 
helping hand.  
 If you see a hedgehog that gives you cause for concern, please call Vicky 
Greening on 07986487277.  

C h u r c h y a r d                                                                                                                                                                     

HELP NEEDED. The church yard 
is maintained by a team of 
volunteers. Each volunteer is 
allocated a patch to mow which 
usually requires a couple of hours 
each fortnight during the growing 
season (depending on the rate of 
g r o w t h ) .                                                                                                                       
Unfortunately, the team is three 
volunteers short, if you can help in 
any way please contact me.  Full 

instruction given. 
Charlie Causebrook (01604 830376) 

Village Green 
So, did you hear about Sir David Attenborough’s programme on climate change back 
in April? Now that we have a respite from the ‘B’ word, the news and current affairs 
seem to be dominated by the state of our environment. As a mother, I’m especially 
concerned about the future of our planet – what will life be like for my children, 
grandchildren and their children? Particularly worrying as leading climate scientists 
have now concluded that we have eleven years in which to take drastic action to limit 
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the worst effects. The task in hand can seem incredibly daunting. However, if we can 
put our species on the moon within a decade, then surely we can clean up our home 

planet within a similar timeframe? 
 The recent declaration of a climate emergency by the UK government is a 
small, but exciting step in the right direction, and will hopefully be followed by a giant 
leap in action. But it’s on the individual level where I’m most inspired about what we 
can do. Although we may question what impact our individual actions can have, just 
like our electoral votes our collective efforts are needed to make a difference. I am 
heartened by the shunning of single-use plastics, the awareness of the need to protect 
our bees, and how more of us are looking for ways to reduce our carbon footprints and 
asking our government to lead the way. So, I’ve been researching how to adapt my 
family’s lifestyle so that we can help out too, and this is where we’re starting: 
 Change is afoot...climate change, certainly, but also change in our mindsets 
and behaviours and I’m excited to see the difference we can all make. 
 “Plastic” - it’s almost considered a swear word these days, conjuring images of 
starving sea creatures with stomachs full of the stuff. I’ve heard that by 2050 there will 
be more plastic than fish in the sea. Don’t get me wrong, plastic is a useful material – 
versatile and cheap. The issue is with plastic waste, particularly from single use 
plastic. The BBC series on plastic in June highlighted that, even when sent for 
recycling in good faith by householders, this plastic waste can still end up choking the 
oceans. 
 So, what’s the answer? On the face of it, it’s quite simple: to cut down on the 
amount of plastic we buy. However, because it’s so versatile, plastic is everywhere 
and difficult to avoid. Fortunately, more and more retailers and manufacturers are 
cottoning on to the growing trend to shun plastic and so the range of plastic-free 
products is growing fast (I recently discovered that you could get shampoo in a solid 
bar!). The number of online plastic-free retailers is also growing – I seem to find a new 
one every week. And I’ll be checking out the local zero waste businesses that have 
begun to spring up in the area. 
 To keep me focussed I’ll be taking the Plastic-free July challenge 
(www.plasticfreejuly.org) and starting with these steps: 
 Hopefully, by the time we’re reading this in print, these will have become 
second nature to me and my family and there’ll be a lot less plastic from our house 
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Alan Robertshaw captured this double rainbow over the Millennium Green . . . 

. . . and this family of swans on the canal was taken by Kaye Adams 
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Poppies have been 

abundant this year.  

Brenda Inch took this 

photograph of them 

flourishing on the  

road side. . .  

. . .and Jim Inch found  

this beautiful orchid in 

Charity Meadow.  

Is it a Southern or  

Northern Marsh Orchid? 
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ending up in the sea. 
Clare Slater, Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/ 

Nature Notes 
At the height of the summer, the activity in and around our garden is blissfully quiet 
right now. The young have been born and learning what life is about and where their 
food sources are. We have an incredible influx of young birds (blue tits, great tits, coal 
tits, goldfinches, greenfinches. chaffinches, robins, sparrows, yellowhammers) visiting 
the bird feeders and they are learning that when the squirrels put in an appearance, 
they have to patiently wait until they’ve had their fill and within seconds of them leaving, 
they resume feeding. They seem to do the same when the Greater Spotted 
Woodpeckers feed. The young have just found the feeders and though almost similar in 
size to their parents, their paler under tail is a giveaway. 
 I have put in an order with my resident handyman (husband) to construct a 
feeding box for the squirrels that will be located further down the garden in the hope 
that will lure them away from trying to wreck what are supposed to be squirrel proof 
feeders! This is a simple box (roughly the size of a nesting box) with a perspex front so 
the squirrels can see the nuts, with a hinged flip top lid that the squirrels can lift up and 
help themselves. So hoping that harmony may be resumed. 
 The activity in the field next door transports me back to my youth. I remember as 
a girl I loved haymaking time when we would play in the hay, tossing it about and 
hoping the farmer wouldn’t catch us. I’ve resisted the temptation! I can remember the 
warm sweet smell of the hay even now. The tups have been missing from the field for a 
few months now and consequently, the grass has grown and they’re currently 
haymaking. With such a favourable forecast, they cut it on the Wednesday, turned it 
daily and baled on the Sunday evening, so haymaking is a busy time for farmers. As a 
child, I’d no idea where the hay was headed. I’ve now learnt that the bales are stored in 
large tall barns where there is a good circulation of air so that it doesn’t overheat and 
cause a fire but kept dry as this is very important too. This is then used for feeding the 
livestock during the winter months as the majority are housed inside. The animals then 
go out to graze in the spring but sometimes if the grass is not growing, they will need 
an addition of hay to top up. I’m sure the farmers would not agree, but the fields are so 
lovely this year with the abundance of red field poppies. I can only assume that this has 
been a good season for poppies, perhaps the weed killers didn’t work (I would imagine 
that the timing must be quite crucial) as we had such a dry spring and then when the 
rains came, the poppies thrived. They’re everywhere this year - my garden is full of 
them. Poppies are a weakness of mine and allowed in my garden in any shape or form. 
 The herbaceous borders are looking very good at the moment, but the lack of 
rain earlier in the season has meant that some of the new growth on the roses is very 
soft and floppy. Plenty of blooms, but needing support. Last year was a good year for 
roses, this year it’s not been so good on my dry soil. Today we’ve picked our first 
colander of raspberries and strawberries and the broad beans are still coming fast and 
furious.  Summer is in full swing. 
 Enjoy your summer. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
The season is well under way now with our 1st and 3rd XI's standing in a good position 
to gain promotion.        
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 We have 1st, 2nd & 
3rd XI's playing in the 2019 
N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e 
Leagues as well as 
Sunday fixtures. John 
Chapman has agreed to 
continue preparing the 
grass wickets where our 
2nd XI play on the village 
playing field in 2019 when 
he will hopefully train a 
groundsman ready for the 
2020 season. Brian 
Curtis, Robin Harding and 
Mick Adams have been 
keeping the Doc White 
ground looking great.   
 If you wish to join 
our club for playing as well 
as social membership 
please contact Graham 
Derby on 07763 928528, Rikash Patel on 07576 314297 or myself below.      
 Outdoor practice will be every Tuesday evening: 6 to 7pm for Juniors and 7 to 
8.30pm for Seniors. Just turn up if any player wishes to take part and get noticed by 
the selectors.   
 The ECB All Stars Cricket for 5 to 8 year old children, with a 10 week 
program for this Junior age group is a great success with many Juniors, their 
parents and families turning up every Friday evening. As this is so popular we will 
continue with it to the end of August. 
 Our grateful thanks to Tony Bird who runs the bar where he always makes 
everyone feel most welcome. Also our thanks to our joint treasurers, Nigel and 
Valerie Burt, with all the extra work involved with running three Saturday sides.  
 The ‘Last Friday in the Month’ socials are always well attended. Everybody is 
welcome even if you are not interested in cricket, social membership is only £5 per 
year. The next dates will be 26th July and 30th August.    
Peter White (President), 50 High Street, Bugbrooke 
Tel: 01604 830452, email: p.g.white@btinternet.com   
email  bugbrookecc@gmail.com  
Website: bugbrooke.play-cricket.com facebook/twitter/instagram@bugbrookecc 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our latest meeting, held on 12th June, was honoured by the presence of royalty. 
Queen Victoria (Irene) and her Lady of the Bedchamber and Mistress of Robes the 
Duchess of Roxburghe (Jo) were accompanied by John Brown (Steve Parish) and 
gave us fresh insight into the ‘goings on’ inside the Palace. There was a household 
of several hundred, a court with no discipline, and plenty of scandal. Victoria, after a 
very controlled upbringing, at last had freedom when she was Queen. Prince Albert 
evidently did his best to ‘straighten things up’. Jo makes all the costumes from 
original patterns and drawings, using authentic materials and methods. She had 

From Right: Duchess of Roxburghe, Queen Victoria, 
John Brown. Model wearing Victorian mourning clothes  
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many examples to show us and the evening was entertaining and informative.  
Photos: Look out for the completed book which should be available soon. As I 
explained in the last edition of LINK, I have kept hold of some of your photos in 
order to make sure they are as clearly reproduced as is possible. Again many, many 
thanks to everyone who submitted photos of 1980 – 1999. 
Summer Walk: Sunday, September 8th is the date, 2pm, starting from 1 High Street 
(my house). At 3:30pm there will be refreshments (cream teas and cake) provided 
back at 1 High Street. If you don’t want to do the walk, please come for a cream tea 
at 3:30pm. Let’s make it a summer social gathering. 
Next Meeting: Wednesday 11th September, 7:30pm at the Community Centre. 
Richard Deacon will talk about and show photos of Northampton in the 1970s. We 
always have good speakers and everyone is welcome. 
 Visitors £3.00,  Subscription of £10.00 pays for 5 meetings 
Pat Kent  - secretary. Tel: 01604 830518  e-mail: frksp6@gmail.com 

Christian Aid week 2019 
After a lot of discussion it was decided we would continue with the house to house 
collection. The offer of help from a few new volunteers helped tremendously along 
with the Guides delivering the envelopes and counting the money. Thank you to all 
those who donated so generously. The Big Brekkie at the café was a huge success, 
thanks to the hardworking management team and their volunteers. They added 
£700 to the final total of just £2000. This will all go a long way to helping the safe 
birth of many babies in developing countries. Thank you Bugbrooke. 
Jane Causebrook, CA coordinator 

FOBS (Friends of Bugbrooke School)                           
Another busy year for the FOBS team comes to end soon. We’ve hosted a whole 
variety of events throughout 2018-19. Many of these are old favourites and appear 
every year on the calendar, e.g. discos, Year 6 leavers celebrations and fêtes. This 
year we have also enjoyed running a family bingo evening, a quiz night and pop up 
shops for the children to choose and buy gifts for their families. Next year we are 
already looking forward to welcoming the circus back to Bugbrooke (Friday 15th 
May 2020). Watch this space! The money raised has purchased bike racks, new 
dictionaries, WOW areas in school, a popcorn and candyfloss machine, a silly 
science day and sponsored the Year 6 Festival. We can’t wait to see the new library, 
also funded by FOBS. It is being built over the Summer.   
 The Committee has thoroughly enjoyed working with Mrs Birch and her 
dedicated staff as well as drawing on help from many lovely members of the 
community. Without the support of school families, the students and a multitude of 
volunteers we wouldn’t be able to make these events a success. Thank you to each 
and every one of you.   
 At the time of writing, we are planning for the Summer Fête, one of the 
biggest events of the year, where we look forward to celebrating with the school 
community.    
 Our AGM is on Tuesday 10th September at 7.30pm at the Primary School. If 
you would like to hear a bit more about what FOBS do or if you would like to get 
involved, we would love to see you there.  
 Finally, please could we wish everyone a happy summer holiday and all the 
very best to the staff and students leaving school this year? 
Nikki Evans, FOBS, friendsofbugbrookeschool@yahoo.co.uk 
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Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
The season finished well for the football club, the first team finishing 4th in their 
league, the reserves came in at 3rd, the A team found their feet this season and did 
very well and the B team had an excellent season. The Under 18s and Under 17s 
are both doing very well, together with the youth teams who all contributed 
considerably to the success of the Badgers. Well done to everyone who worked 
hard to get their teams to such a high standard and obviously all the players at the 
club. 
 It’s now time for the new season to start, the AGM has taken place and all 
volunteers have been appointed, however there is always room for more help, this is 
always greatly received.  
 During the last couple of months we have had another successful comedy 
night with another one organised for September, so look out for dates and get your 
tickets as they are selling fast. We have also had a youth tournament organised by 
our new Youth Secretary, Nick Inwood. It was organised to perfection and everyone 
worked together as a team. Thanks to Nick and everyone who helped make it a 
success. We also have a Motown night organised in October so put the date in your 
diaries and look out for further information.  
 On a more serious note, this year our President, John Curtis, retired after 
many, many years with the club. We would all like to say a big thank you to him for 
all his continued and supportive contribution to the club and wish him a well 
deserved rest.  
 Thanks for taking the time to read, until next time.  
Kevin Gardner, Chairman 

Bugbrooke Guides 
We’ve had a great couple of months leading into the summer. In June we went on 
our summer camp to Molivers Campsite over in Bedfordshire for two nights under 
canvas. This year the camp theme was Disney, we made lots of Disney themed 
crafts, played games, cooked delicious meals, had a campfire and went exploring – 
everyone had a great time! We have been busy working towards a range of badges, 
the most recent one was our Geocache Badge – we have hidden two in the village 
and hope lots of people will find them over the summer holidays! We also went to 
see Toy Story 4 at the cinema with a special badge! It’s been a great year for 
Bugbrooke Guides and we are looking forward to next year starting back in 
September. 
 If your daughter is interested in joining Bugbrooke Guides, please email: 
bugbrookeguides@gmail.com. There are spaces available for September. We meet 
on Thursdays 7.00 – 8:30pm. 
Helen Chick 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
We held our annual Fish and Chip Supper and Quiz on 5th July. For the second 
year running we were lucky to have a warm and sunny evening for queuing at the 
Fish and Chip van (more pleasant than trying to dodge the rain as in some earlier 
years). The event was well supported, with about a hundred people taking part. On 
the provisional figures, at the time of writing, we should have made a profit of about 
£506. Our usual practice is for the team who wins one year to get the job of being 
the quizmasters the next year. Last year the winners were the Laddermakers, 
featuring our Treasurer, Tony Pace. So he had a particularly busy evening this year, 
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both presenting the quiz and sorting the money out. A big thank you therefore to 
Tony and the rest of his team for giving us an excellent quiz. Congratulations to 
Allen Dale’s team, who won this year, with an impressive score; and have cheerfully 
agreed to set the quiz for us next year.   
 The fish and chips from Howe & Sons’ van were piping hot and delicious.  
 Thanks to the committee members for all their help with the raffle, clearing 
up, etc. and to the Community Centre staff - and a very big thank you to everyone 
who came and supported the event. 
 On 14th—15th September we will be holding the “Puzzle Weekend for All the 
Family”, which we had to postpone from earlier in the year. This will be in the church 
and there will be jigsaw puzzles and games (of the old fashioned sort) suitable for all 
ages. Tea and cakes will be available. Look out for posters for times, etc. 
 We will be holding our usual wine tasting at the beginning of December. All 
the funds we raise go towards the physical upkeep of the village’s beautiful old 
church. 
Jim Inch 

The Wednesday Club 
The Wednesday Club is a Social Group established in the village for people over the 
age of 60 who meet up once a fortnight throughout the year. It meets in the Sunday 
School rooms on a Wednesday afternoon from 2.00pm until 4.00pm every other 
Wednesday except during January and August. 
 As well as meeting up socially, in which various activities take place, an 
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BLACKBIRD 

BLACK HEADED GULL 

BLUE TIT 
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COAL TIT 

COLLARED DOVE 
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CROW 

DUNNOCK 
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WOODPECKER 
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 
 

Sunday Services.  

9:30am First four Sundays in the month a service of 

either Morning Praise or Communion. 

See our various Notice Boards for details  

5th Sunday in the month watch for details 

 

6:00pm First Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’  

   a service of Praise and Worship. 
  

Other Services 

Mondays during term time 2pm to 3:15pm ‘Monday Tots Church’ in Church 

Second Monday in the Month 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Chancel 
 

Regular Events 

Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 

Bible Studies and Fellowship Meetings in and around Bugbrooke  

See Notice Boards for details 

Thursdays 9am to 11am Family Morning during term time  

in the Church Rooms 

Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Church Rooms  

 

Watch via all the usual methods for full details. 
 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 

Enquiries about Baptism ring 01604 830373 

Enquiries about marriage ring 01604 831621 

For all other enquiries please ring  

either of the above numbers, 
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BC - Bugbrooke Chapel  CC - Community Centre  Ch - St Michael’s Church 

ChCP - Church Car Park RC - Rugby Club SS - Sunday School 

Diary   

August   

1 10:00 
Drive to Potcote. Walk via Grubs Copse, Caswell, Potato Fam 

and return.  
ChCP 

8 10:00 

Drive to Watford Gap and park on the verge near M1 bridge. 

Walk across the park to village. Turn left after the church and 

return via the canal.  

ChCP 

8 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

15 10:00 
Drive to Harlestone Firs. Walk via Dallington Heath, Grange 

Farm, Golf Course, and return. 
ChCP 

22 10:00 
Meet at Elm Tree Bank. Walk via Wheelpits to Pattishall and 

return via Littliff Farm. 
 

22 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

24 14:30 *Traditional Hymn singing BC 

29 10:00 
Drive to Roade and park at the Cock Inn. Walk to Courteenhall 

and return to pub for lunch. 
ChCP 

September   

2 19:30 WI - Albrighton Pottery CC 

4 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

8 14:00 Walk and 15:30 Cream Tea starting from 1 High Street  

11 19:30 History Group - Richard Deacon - Northampton in the 1970s CC 

12 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

14 14:30 *Traditional Hymn singing BC 

14-15 Friends of St Michael’s Puzzle Weekend Ch 

16 14:00 U3A - Milton Keynes to Mississippi CC 

October   

3 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

7 19:30 WI - Annual Meeting CC 

18 19:30 OAPs Christmas Gift Scheme - Wine Tasting RC 
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