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Front Page:   Jim Inch got carried away by talk that a December election might cause 

disruption to things like school nativity plays. Luckily however that shouldn't happen in 

Bugbrooke now that the Community Centre is used for the polling stations. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 219), December 2019 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
Welcome to the sixth and final Bugbrooke LINK Magazine of 
2019, and what a cracker it is. During the year this publication 
has described village life in words and images in a way that 
others struggle to match. This is of course thanks to our 
contributors, hard-working committee and support team, our 
much appreciated advertisers and the professional printers who oversee the finished 
product. 

The ‘look’ of the magazine starts with the front covers and I am particularly 
pleased when I look back over the 12 months and how we have chosen to represent 
the changing seasons and selection of events. Particular thanks to Jim Inch for this 
front cover, with the topical hidden message. 

On behalf of all of us at LINK, we wish you a peaceful Christmas and settled 
New Year. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 06 
January 2020, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 

preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Parish Council 
The Parish Council have undertaken a number of village maintenance projects this 
month in preparation for the coming winter and would ask that residents do the same. 
Every month, we have multiple reports of hedges or foliage from properties protruding 

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish boundary 

of Bugbrooke. The “LINK” Management Committee is elected in accordance with the 

Constitution and Rules at the AGM in May. 

Chairman 

Secretary 

Treasurer/Vice Chairman 

Production & Website 

Advertising 

Adverts Production 

Submissions  

E-mail to    

Web site address 

Deadline for February issue 

Paul Cockcroft, 31 Pilgrims Lane 

Barbara Bell, 68 Chipsey Avenue 

Jim Inch, 16a High Street 

Geoff Cooke, 1 Browns Yard 

Sheila Willmore, 31 Oaklands 

Gwynneth White, 1 Homestead Drive 

Pat Kent, 1 High Street 

bugbrookelink@gmail.com 

www.bugbrookelink.co.uk 

6th January 2020 

Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 

contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions 

in the factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 

necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not 

necessarily  endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com


4 

 



5 

 

on to public footpaths. We know just how difficult it is to keep on top of this, 
especially in the Summer months but would ask that all residents spend a few 
minutes looking to see if there are any trees, hedges or foliage growing outside of 
their property’s boundaries and if so, to please use this opportunity to cut back the 
vegetation. 

We reported in the October edition of Link that we were hoping to start on the 
Playground extension and outdoor gym equipment at the Community Centre this 
Autumn. Unfortunately, there has been an unavoidable delay but by spring 2020 we 
hope to have the equipment installed and ready for use just as the weather brightens 
up! 

The Parish Council still has grant funding available this year and will consider 
applications at the December Meeting, so if you are involved in an organisation or 
group in the village and need some new equipment or funding for a project please 
apply. You can download an application from the website 
(www.bugbrookeparishcouncil.org) or call 01604 832838 to arrange to collect one 
from the office. 

Don’t forget…we have had a reminder through from one of the elves letting us 
know Santa is due to visit Bugbrooke to wave at the children and deliver some 
sweets on Friday 20th December. 
Nicola Palmer, Deputy to the Parish Clerk 

Do They Know It’s Christmas? 
In the middle of August this year I was in Northampton town centre 
on the hunt for a birthday card and because of the hot weather I 
was dressed in shorts and tee shirt (sorry for explicit description)! I 
went into one of the larger Card shops and turning the corner I was 
confronted by one third of this fairly long shop being festooned with 
Christmas Cards! I asked the people behind the counter what the 
date was and to confirm I had not gone through some kind of time 
warp!   

Time though has a habit of catching up on all of us! The retail 
sector market is now well adorned with all the Christmas decorations, ideas for 
presents, cards and various large tins of chocolates stacked high as you walk into 
various supermarkets! Even I’m turning my thoughts to who I need to purchase 
Christmas presents for with my well used list packed away with the Christmas 
decorations in January now sitting on my desk pleading for attention, even though as 
I pen these words there is still eight weeks to go! 

Pondering the list my thoughts are drawn to Christmas’ past, good, bad and 
challenging. One Christmas surfaced to the top of my thoughts — 1984!  Not about 
anything I received or gave but the phenomenon created by the song written by Bob 
Geldof and Midge Ure in reaction to television reports of the 1983-1985 famine in 
Ethiopia — ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas?’.  The first recording of the song took place 
on a single day in November 1984 (25th) by ‘Band Aid’ a super group put together by 
Geldof and Ure.  The record was then released in the UK on the 3rd December 
becoming one of the fasted selling singles in UK history and staying at number one 
for five weeks with sales in excess of 3.8 million in the UK alone!  

However, against this massive backdrop of human suffering and this impressive 
response by two people my thoughts honed in on my eldest daughter’s response to 
what she was seeing on television! At the tender age of six, when asked what she 
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wanted for Christmas she responded with the most humbling of responses a parent 
could ever hear! “I want a copy of ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas’, so I can help feed 
people!” 

All these years later famine, want and need seem to be an even bigger issue in 
both the developing world and on our own doorstep!  Who would have though a large 
amount of people in our rich society would be experiencing food poverty and an 
experiential growth in food banks! 

Hopefully my daughter’s response all those years ago have tugged at your heart 
as it did her Mum and me all those years ago!  

We are constantly reminded by the media at this time of year of those in need!  
Look at the change brought about by this one record and the subsequent re-
recordings in 1989, 2004 and 2014.  

What level of change can we be part of this Christmas and New Year if we 
consider and respond to the challenges our world offers us!  

Jesus was born into a world of personal and community need, don’t forget this 
part of the Christmas narrative. 

God’s richest Blessings for Christmas and 2020. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe   

Nature Notes 
Autumn is late this year and so far has been quite mild and wet. Some of the trees 
are shedding their leaves before they’re showing their fabulous autumnal colours due 
to the wet and windy weather. As always, my little copse of silver birch is still green. I 
find it’s the end of November before we see their wondrous colours. 

It’s that time of year when the lovely shiny conkers catch your eye while you’re 
out walking the dog. What is it about them that, even now, I can’t resist picking up a 
few as I did as a child? Their shape and colour are very pleasing. They were 
considered gold when I was little, it meant a few games of conkers (albeit short-
lived). Woebetide my mother if she hadn’t got string and vinegar at the ready. 

The birds are still in a feeding frenzy. The squirrels too, taking every opportunity 
to stash away food for when food isn’t so plentiful as it appears right now. I've now 
added suet to their mix to help keep them warm during the colder weather. We have 
a large number of bluetits and great tits visit the garden and I'd love to know where 
they are roosting for the night. 

There were a pair of male pheasants strutting around the garden today. 
Magnificent birds… very welcome visitors (until they try to nest in my grasses bed!). I 
also espied a rabbit, not so welcome. It means we need to once again check the 
boundary to see where it’s excavating and coming in. I suspect it’s dug under a brick 
stock wall as I’ve noticed a few plants looking unhealthy right at the back of an 
herbaceous border. The problem is, not knowing which side of the burrow they are at 
the time you put up a ‘No Entry’ sign. 

As I typed the above, I saw Mrs Pheasant furtively meandering around too. 
They don’t seem to be able to walk in a straight line. 

We also have a grey heron who occasionally comes into the adjacent field. I 
think it’s attracted by the small pond. But I believe they also eat small rodents and so 
a very welcome visitor to our neighbourhood. 

Now that all the nesting has finished, I can hear my husband trimming our 
native hedge that marks the boundary of the property. We are extremely grateful that 
the farmer (and the tups) does one side and the top from the fields and we do the 
other side. 
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Yesterday, Andy Dyson, who lives on Pilgrims Way, called to say he’d seen a 
rare sighting of a woodcock, only 10 feet away from him amongst his beetroot in the 
vegetable patch. I know very little about them, other than their numbers are declining 
and so was keen to read about them on the RSPB website. They come from Finland 
and Russia and apparently we have 55,241 resident breeding pairs with 1.4 million 
birds overwintering in the UK. They are nocturnal birds and it is thought their 
numbers are in decline due to their natural habitat (coniferous plantations) on the 
decline too. They also need open, undisturbed land for nesting. 

It won't be long before we'll be hearing the fireworks being mindlessly let off 
without any thought for wildlife, 
dogs, cats and some children 
don't like them either (they 
frightened me as a young child). 
So was pleased to see 
Sainsbury had taken a brave 
and very welcome decision to 
stop selling fireworks. Hopefully, 
other supermarkets and garden 
centres will follow suit over the 
next few years. I think people 
could cope with it if Bonfire Night 
were just one day of the year, 
but sadly they seem to go on for 
a couple of weeks. I should just 
add that fortunately, they don't affect us living here... we can appreciate the displays 
from miles around without the noise or inconvenience. Our dog is used to the clay 
pigeon shooting every Sunday morning and the bird scarers going off in the fields 
and he doesn’t turn a hair... but I really do feel for those people with animals who are 
traumatised by the loud screeches and bangs. 

I’d just like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful 
New Year. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke Big Birdwatch 25th-26th January 2020 
The Bugbrooke Birdwatch will take place on the weekend of 25th and 26th January. 
Tally forms will be available at  Petstop from the beginning of January but if you took 
part in 2019, you will receive one through your door in the week leading up to the 
above dates. If you are expecting one and you don’t receive one, then either get one 
from Petstop, find it on the Bugbrooke LINK website or call me on the number below. 

Now is the time to get serious about feeding the birds. For the next 2 or 3 
months the birds will need a helping hand to get them through the winter. In the case 
of a severe winter as we had in 2017/18, there was a marked drop in numbers. The 
Birdwatch in 2019 showed that most species had started to recover, but had not got 
back to the numbers seen before the very long and cold winter. Be reliable too. The 
birds waste much needed energy finding out that their normal supply has run out and  
then having to search elsewhere. It really can be a matter of life or death for them. 

Helping with the Birdwatch gives a snapshot of the state of health of our local 
bird population. Whether you are one of the stalwarts who have taken part for the last 
10 years or you have occasionally participated or if you are a newcomer, your 

 
Some people love 
them, some  trap and 
shoot them, but there 
is no denying the ap-
peal of this fellah in 
the picture by Chris 
Groves-Kirkby taken 
in his garden rockery  
either looking for or 
burying food. 
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contribution to the statistics is invaluable and I look forward to hearing from you. 
Margaret Cooke, 832125 

Bugbrooke WI 
We all enjoyed our hot meal at the Annual Meeting. We were joined by Sue Kendall 
from WI House who came to oversee the business part of the evening. This went 
smoothly and we now have a new President, Pat Grant having taken over from Jean 
Marshall. We wish Pat all the best in her new role and would like to thank Jean 
Marshall for all her hard work on our behalf in the last four years. She will certainly 
be a hard act to follow. 

Susan Burdett will be our speaker in November and we are intrigued by the title 
of her talk. "Mountain Gorilllas and Life Saving Cows". 

Now the Autumn is here we are thinking about our skittles tournament and are 
organising some practice afternoons and are looking forward to hosting 
Rothersthorpe WI in a return friendly match at our home venue Peggottys. 
We have also been invited to a friendly quiz by Rothersthorpe WI and will be sending 
a team of 6. 

December will soon be on us and we start off Christmas festivities early as our 
meeting is on December 2nd when Andy Smith will entertain us with music and 
songs. 

In a new venture for us our January and February meetings will be held in the 
afternoon to allow for wintry weather and to enable us to get home before dark. 
For our first meeting in 2020 we will be testing our brains in a quiz and in February 
Steve Reid from a local farm will be giving us a talk entitled "Life of Chutney". 
Guests are always welcome at our meetings. There is a charge of £4.50 for guests. 
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Brenda Astel 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club  
Our 1st XI performed very well in 2019 under their Skipper Mark Cooper winning 
League 6 easily as Champions for promotion to League 5 for 2020.  The 2nd and 3rd 
teams have also performed well. Our Sunday "Friendly" matches have seen 
some  excellent games under their Skipper Alex Churchill-Coleman which saw a lot 
of young very useful players taking part.   

Brian Curtis,  Robin Harding and Mick Adams have been keeping the Doc 
White ground looking great with John Chapman preparing the Bugbrooke Playing 
Field pitch for our 2nd XI.    

If you wish to join our Club for playing next season as well as Social 
Membership please contact Graham Derby on 07763 928528 or Rikash Patel on 
07576 314297 or myself below.       .      

Indoor Practice for Juniors as well as Seniors will start about January 2020 - 
details later.    

In 2019 we introduced the ECB All Stars Cricket (website  www.ecb.co.uk/
allstars  ) for 5 to 8 years old children which was a great success and will be 
continued in 2020. Bar takings were very good on these days!!    

Our grateful thanks to Tony Bird who runs the Bar where he always makes 
everyone feel most welcome. Also our thanks to our joint Treasurers Nigel and 
Valerie Burt with all the extra work involved with running 3 Saturday sides.  

http://www.ecb.co.uk/allstars
http://www.ecb.co.uk/allstars


12 

 



13 

 

The Last Friday in Month Socials are always well attended. Everybody is 
welcome even if you are not interested in cricket. The next date in your diary will be 
the New Years Eve Party on December 31st. Social Membership is only £5 per 
year.    

 The Chairman Mick Adams and our Secretary Geoff Cooke have both given 
Notice that they will resign at the AGM which will have been held on November 
18th. Our Presentation Evening will have been held on 30th November at the 
Northampton Golf Club, Harlestone. A report on both these events will be given in 
the February edition of LINK. Our grateful thanks for all the hard work they have both 
done over many years for the Club.            
Peter White (President) 50 High Street, Bugbrooke. 01604 830452  
p.g.white@btinternet.com     
Club Website bugbrooke.play-cricket.com and  
facebook/twitter/instagram@bugbrookecc.  

 

Village Green 
Who’s excited for Christmas? Apart from excitement I’m also feeling trepidation 
because in recent years I’ve felt the pressure to make my children’s Christmas even 
more magical than the last. Sadly, that often goes hand in hand with a greater 
number of presents, bigger and better Christmas eve boxes and advent calendars 
containing actual toys for each day in December (remember when it was just a 
cardboard window with a festive picture?). This, along with all the plastic packaging, 
unrecyclable wrapping materials and crackers full of tat means a lot of waste going to 
landfill, not to mention the carbon footprint associated with manufacturing and 
shipping all of this. 

So, this year I’m going to try to buck that trend. I’ll suggest to my children that 
they could ask Father Christmas for vouchers for experiences and days out (I know 
at least one of them would love a trip to Go Ape!), and for other presents I’m going to 
see what I can find second hand - there’s some real bargains out there! Where I do 

Congratulations to 
the Bugbrooke 
Cricket Club First XI 
for winning division 
6. The award was 
collected by the first 
team captain Mark 
Cooper at the An-
nual League Dinner 
attended by players 
and commit tee 
members. 

mailto:p.g.white@btinternet.com
http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
mailto:facebook/twitter/instagram@bugbrookecc
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need to buy something new, I’ve found the ethical consumer website 
(www.ethicalconsumer.org) to be a good guide to the most responsible retailers. 
Some retailers are addressing the single-use plastic problem and are stocking 
plastic-free Christmas crackers. Hopefully Christmas decorations will become more 
sustainable in future too, although the best option is to reuse last year’s. When it 
comes to wrapping, I’m looking out for paper that is 100% recyclable, and I’ve 
already spotted some tape that is paper-based, instead of Sellotape. Better still, I 
saved some pretty gift bags from last year, so I can re-use those. Cards can be really 
difficult to recycle too, especially if they have loads of glitter on them. I’m really lazy 
with writing Christmas cards, so I think I’ll make a donation to charity and wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas on Facebook instead (and save a fortune in stamps!). 
Clare Slater 
Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/ 
Alternatively, scan this code on your phone’s code scanner to access 
the link 

Aldi Surplus Food Scheme and  
Bugbrooke Community Cafe 
On Wednesday afternoons from 4.30 – 5.30 pm and Friday afternoons from 2.30 – 
3.30pm at the Café, surplus food provided by the Aldi stores at Towcester and 
Northampton will be available free of charge. 

This is an initiative by Aldi to cut down on the food that is presently wasted as it 
is about to go out-of-date. Aldi state that: 

“The Aldi surplus donation scheme includes the following categories of food:   

 Produce / Fruit and vegetables   

 Baked goods   

 Ambient / Food cupboard   

 Flowers   
The scheme does not include any frozen, dairy, meat or poultry lines.  Please 

note, the food surplus donated is not to be resold.” 
Any items remaining at the end of each day will be sent to the Hope Centre in 

Northampton. 
If anyone wished to make a donation for the items they take, it will be sent to 

the Hope Centre. However, please note that any items taken are free of charge. 
David Clayson 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Bugbrooke and District Flower Society is 45 years old! We marked our Sapphire 
Anniversary in October with a fabulous demonstration by Emma Remington and 
Alison Suffolk entitled ‘And then there were two’. This was followed by fizz and 
celebration cake. Bugbrooke Flower Club was founded in 1974 by Cherry Pilcher 
and Renee Scarsbrooke. A few years ago we outgrew our original meeting place in 
the Sunday School rooms and moved to Nether Heyford Village Hall becoming 
Bugbrooke and District Flower Society as we now have members from many villages 
and from Northampton. 

In November several members enjoyed helping to promote NAFAS at the 
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Hobbycraft show at NEC Birmingham. 
Simone and Janet will again be helping us make seasonal decorations at a 

Christmas workshop. We are very fortunate to have two very talented Flower 
arrangers who give their time generously to guide us through what are always very 
enjoyable days. 

On January 27th our AGM will be followed by a buffet supper prepared by the 
committee. 
Jane Barker 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle 
-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports 
and Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non
-members are welcome as guests (but note that the December meeting is on the 
second Monday). 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book and 
Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, 
‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, 
Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble. Some activities are shown on the ‘Gallery’ 
page of the website and the Photography Group has its own dedicated display page. 
Future events: 
Monday 9 December at 2.00pm – ‘Yule be Surprised!  Why Christmas is Christmas’ 
by Steve Dimmer. A sideways look at the traditions of Christmas that we take for 
granted. A fascinating and light-hearted journey through the festive season, 
guaranteed to inform and delight! 
Monday 20 January 2020 at 2.00pm – ‘Sixteen Warnings from the Titanic in 1912’ by 
John Perkins. Where people went wrong and how the sinking was caused by their 
fatal (and sometimes admirable) decisions. 
Enquiries to 01604-830165 (Linda New) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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Bugbrooke Brownies 
Our two Brownie groups have been very busy over the last few weeks.  We began 
the term by joining Bugbrooke Guides and Rainbows for a Campfire evening with 
singing and hotdogs.  We have worked on activities covering a range of subjects 
including Food Miles, Acts on Plastic and Be an Inventor.  It was lovely to hear all the 
positive comments following Random Acts of Kindness, when our Brownies all 
surprised someone with a flower to brighten their day! And we ended the term with a 
trip to Tigers Soft Play in Daventry, joining other Brownies from the County (and a 
few Rainbows) for a night of fun! 

The second half of term will be just as full, including a Brownie Activity day and 
sleepover at the Church and Sunday School Rooms and ice skating at Whilton 
Locks, as well as a Glo-night, star gazing, Christmas activities and a party!! 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name on 

 
 
County Fun night at 
Tigers Soft Play 

A few Brownie 
Inventions 

Future Girl – Acts 
on Plastic 
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our waiting list please email us at bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  We meet on a 
Monday night 5.30-7pm or a Tuesday night 6-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty), Polar Bear (Anna Bell) & 
Penguin (Nikki Oxborough) 

Bugbrooke Guides 
Firstly, a warm welcome to our new Guides, young leader and volunteer helpers. 
This term we have been very busy working on our ‘Skills for 
the future’ badge. Activities have included finding out about 
budgeting and finances, a ready steady cook evening, 
building board games and much more! We’ve also completed 

our ‘Future Girl’ badge, where 
we collected plastic recycling 
and made animals who are 
affected by plastic pollution out 
of it. Have you seen our “plastic 
pledges” on the board in the 
café? 
 A huge thank you to 
everyone who helped with our 
annual jumble sale — the 
community spirit for donations, 
buyers and helpers was 
fantastic! The money raised will help fund all our 
activities for this year! 
 Following the jumble sale we enjoyed a campfire 
evening, along with the Rainbows, Brownies and 
Rangers — did you hear us singing?! Next term we are 

gearing up for Christmas, we are looking forward to building bird boxes, Christmas 

mailto:bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
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shopping, ice skating and bowling. 
Bugbrooke Guides meet on a Thursday evening 7pm-8:30pm. We have spaces 

available for January 2020, if you’d like to join Bugbrooke Guides or find out more 
please email bugbrookeguides@gmail.com 

WIPS Goes Nuts 
Every Autumn Wips and other lads would go looking for nuts. The best place 

was in the Park and Trent valley areas. This was where the most Horse Chestnut 
(Conker) trees and Sweet Chestnuts could be found. Boys would arm themselves 
with stout sticks and stand a short way from the tree and aim at any conkers they 
could see. If they made a hit they would then race to pick them up before someone 
else claimed them and created an argument. The conkers would be used for a game 
of 'conkering' in the school playground or in the street. A hole would be bored in the 
conker with a skewer and a piece of strong string threaded through it. A large knot at 
one end stopped the conker falling off. Playground time at school during October 
would be spent challenging someone to a game. The first person would hold their 
conker at arms length with about 6 inches of string showing. The other person would 
then swing his conker at the hanging one in the hope of hitting it and breaking it. 
Each player would take it in turns until one conker broke up and the victor’s was still 
intact.                  

The act of conkering could get quite serious with some people claiming they 
part baked their conkers to make the shells stronger. Others claimed they soaked 
them in brine for the same purpose. Either way some seemed to have prize conkers 
that went a number of games before getting broken. Others claimed it was the art of 
how you hit the opposing conker. Hitting downwards rather than sideways often 
ensured the knot in the string eventually cut into the conker and broke it. Wips was 
never much good and had to have a good supply of conkers in his pocket. 
Fortunately the rules on Health and Safety had not been thought of by people with 
nothing better to do with their time and kids could still challenge themselves and 
learn about the adversity of losing or the satisfaction of winning. They also learnt how 
to respect opponents.                                                    

Nut scrumping could also be exciting because you were looking for food and 
tree owners were likely to be guarding trees for their own use whereas conkers were 
of no edible use. Hazelnuts could be found in a number of locations in the village but 
if you wanted Walnuts or Sweet Chestnuts you had to go to the Park. Hazelnuts were 
popular with Squirrels so you had to be on the ball and get there as soon as they fell. 
Walnuts were also a fairly easy challenge as there was a large tree at the bottom end 
of the Park away from the old Vicarage at the top of the field. In those days there was 
no fence in the park so anyone at the house had a clear view all the way to the 
brook. You had time to throw sticks up the tree and knock the Walnuts off with an 
accurate shot. Walnuts were always popular so a number of lads were often there 
competing for the nuts. If they were ripe they could split open as they fell but more 
often than not they fell still in their green outer skin which often proved difficult to 
remove. It also had the disadvantage of leaving a dark brown stain on the hands 
which took days to get off and meant you could not deny going Walnut scrumping 
when you went to school next day.           

Wips favourites were the Sweet Chestnuts but these created a big challenge 
because the only tree was close to the Old Rectory and only about 50 yards from the 
front door. The problem was that 2 Great Danes and a yappy Terrier often lay on the 

mailto:bugbrookeguides@gmail.com
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top step just outside the door. This meant a certain amount of caution had to be 
deployed. It was fairly easy to creep up using other trees as cover so the dogs were 
not disturbed and picking nuts off the floor was fairly easy as long as you kept eyes 
on the dogs. However any attempt to throw sticks was tricky as movement was 
required. The Great Danes were usually happy to snooze away but if the yappy 
Terrier started barking and waking them they were alerted. If they took umbrage at 
the intruders and fancied a chase you had to get shifting pronto. The nearest point of 
safety was the churchyard which was about 200 yards away. You had a 50 yard start 
as the dogs had to cross the Tennis Court before getting onto the parkland. Wips 
was pretty nifty and never had much trouble keeping ahead but others could be less 
speedy and in danger of getting caught. One such we will call Ron who was grabbed 
by the sleeve as he was negotiating the chuchyard gate. His mates hit the dogs and 
he managed to break free and make his way home. Wips guessed he was not 
popular with his Mum as he turned up next day at school with a large patch on the 
elbow of his jacket.   

Scrumping for Chestnuts was not undertaken lightly. Boys needed to be in their 
teens and ready for a challenge. But boys took these risks and people would say 
'boys will be boys'. They knew when they got to 18 they would be called up to join the 
army and maybe undertake far more hazardous tasks. Boys were expected to be 
adventurous and learn how to cope with risk. They would be put on the Parade 
Ground soon enough and put through their paces whilst being expected to cope. 
They might be asked to fight for their country. Times have changed. 
WIPs 

Café Vacancy 
Bugbrooke Community Cafe is looking for an experienced cafe/canteen manageress 
to run the Cafe for one Saturday per month (2 if there are 5 Saturdays in the calendar 
month). 

You will need to have a level 2 food hygiene certificate, or be prepared to obtain 
one. 

The hours are 8am to 2.30pm (Café open from 9am to 1.30pm). 
The remuneration will be £65 per session i.e. £10/hr. There may be additional hours 
available e.g. covering for annual leave, sickness and one-off events etc. 

If you have any questions, or wish to apply, please 
email  dave.clayson@gmail.com or speak to the Cafe Manageress, Phillippa Betts, 
at the Cafe. 
Dave Clayson 

Scarecrows Don't play football 
Scarecrows don't play football; yet we've plenty of skill. 
Ensuring crops grow, we watch standing still. 
You may think us useless as goals we don't score, 
Yet our goals are plenty, even though stuffed with straw. 
Scaring crows, guarding wheat; our goals go unseen, 
Lifeless we toil, we need not a team. 
If fresh crops are yielded, then plenty are fed, alone we fend 
while you are tucked up in bed. 

Nathan Doyle 
 

mailto:dave.clayson@gmail.com


26 

 



27 

 

 



28 

 



29 

 

The History Group 
Summer Walk 
Once again the walk was lead by Dave Hewitt who chose the route from the High 
Street over the footpath to Heygates mill. From there we followed the Nene Valley 
Way westward to the Charity Meadow. This is a protected site of scientific interest as 
it has never been ploughed and has a variety of rare plants in the pasture. The group 
of some 30 walkers then returned to the starting point on the High Street where 
cream teas and cake were enjoyed by all. Dave was a good leader with a wealth of 
information about the historic development of agriculture, the growth of Heygates Mill 
and the trees, plants, birds and animals that can be seen in the fields around our 
village. 

There was a good audience for our September Meeting. Richard Deakin 
showed photos of Northampton in the 1970s. How it has changed!!!  Many buildings 
were totally removed (swept away were Richard’s words) to make way for the new 
architecture and for modern life. The Grosvenor Bus Station took the place of the one 
at Derngate, now the site of the Derngate Theatre. Banks, shoe shops, newsagents, 
market stalls, a trainstation close to where Morrisons is now, and plans for an 
elevated railway going across the town towards Bedford. All were swept away. Who 
remembers Emporium Arcade and the Joke Shop, Sketchly and Woolworths?. This 
was a time when the town ended at Weston Favell and the Lumbertubs Estate was 
built. The shoe factories were still there, but about to disappear, and the River Nene 
wove its way through the town, and was re-routed during the 70s and 80s. There 
were pictures of Carnival Processions. One of our audience had made one of the 
floats. “I never thought I’d see that again, “ he said. 

There was a lot to talk about, and we did. 
Next Meeting November 13th  when John Perkins is informing us about 'What 

did the Puritons Do For Us'.  John is an entertaining speaker, highly recommended. 
We shall be having a winter walk. the date is to be decided. Then the first 

meeting of 2020 will be February 12th. 
Pictorial Bugbrooke is now on sale Price £20.00. 

Pat Kent secretary  Tel 01604 830518  e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 

Christmas Wrapping For Cynthia Spencer Hospice 
At this time of year wrapping Christmas gifts can be a time consuming task, 
especially when we are all busy.  Mary Berwick however is someone who enjoys 
being amongst the paper, ribbons and bows.  This year she has decided to channel 
her enthusiasm for wrapping gifts into raising money for Cynthia Spencer Hospice. 

Mary will supply the paper, ribbons, bows and tags free of charge and is offering 
to wrap your Christmas gifts in return for a donation to Cynthia Spencer Hospice. 
You can contact Mary on 01604 830946 to arrange to drop your gifts off and write a 
tag for each one.  Mary will then contact you once your gifts are wrapped and ready 
for collection. 

All donations will be passed to Cynthia Spencer Hospice in the New Year and 
the amount raised will be published in the LINK. 
Brian Berwick 
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Bugbrooke Community Café - Grant Applications 
Requested 
Under the constitution of the Café, it is the intention that any profits made after 
making necessary investments in equipment etc. and training will be donated, on an 
annual basis, to local charities and other non-profit making organisations that support 
activities both in the local community and overseas. 

Although the exact total profit for 2019 is not yet known, the Directors are 
confident of being able to make grants this year. They are, therefore, calling for 
applications for grants from local (i.e. Bugbrooke and immediately adjacent villages) 
organisations that support their communities. 

Note that under the terms of our constitution, no grants are available for 
religious organisations. 

Applications should be in the form below, and submitted to Phillippa Betts, Café 
Manageress, or emailed to: dave.clayson@gmail.com. The directors reserve the 
right to issue grants as they believe will best meet the objectives stated in the 
constitution. They also reserve the right to issue grants above or below the amount 
requested in the applications received. 

The closing date for applications is Friday, 20th December.  
Application 
Organisation Name: 
Organisation’s Prime Activities: 
Grant Requested (£): 
What will any grant awarded be used for: 
Organisation contact details (email/tel no.): 
 
Please note that a report will need to be submitted once any grant monies have 

been used.  
Organisations that received grants in previous years are free to apply again. 
I take this opportunity to thank Phillippa and all volunteers for making the Cafe 

such a great success. 
Finally, thanks to all our customers for supporting the Café and enabling it to 

reinvest in our communities together with supporting projects in some of the poorest 
parts of the world. 
David Clayson  
Chairman, Bugbrooke Café CIC 

House Martins 
We said 'Bon Voyage' to our feathered friends around the 10th of September. For 
several weeks before this they had treated us to acrobatic, aerial displays every 
morning. We do feel the breeding season was successful.The nest facing west was 
rebuilt and a family reared.The nest facing south was repaired and, judging by the 
mess, it is possible that two families were reared.The nest facing east was occupied 
by house sparrows which are also an endangered species. Two families were 
definitely reared in this nest. We now look forward to them all returning next year. 
Daphne Flavell 
 

mailto:dave.clayson@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke Petal Walks 
This is the third of six walks on the footpaths around 
Bugbrooke, designed to stimulate the individual and, as a 
bonus, keep the by-ways clear all year. Each walk starts 
in the village, follows a line as if around a flower petal and 
ends back at the same spot. This one isn’t long, not by 
triathlon standards, but it can be muddy down below and 
blowy up top at this time of year so do choose your time and your apparel to match 
the conditions you’re comfortable with. As recommended for previous walks, having 
with you a copy of the Ordnance Survey Explorer map for the area is more than just 
useful. Not only will it provide more details than this narrative can but it will get you 
smoothly home if you decide on a shorter (or a longer!) route. For more info, call the 
author on 01604 833685. 

Petal Walk No.3: Litchborough and Pattishall. 9 miles / 3.5 hours. OS Explorer 
Map No.207. 

Start at “The Bakers Arms” (Grid Reference 
677574). If you’re leaving a car in the car park 
here do let Matt the Landlord know and, from 
noon ‘til late, he’ll no doubt welcome you in the 
bar on return. 
Go south to the village green and sharp right 
down Ace Lane. Cross the brook and continue 
past St. Michael’s Church to “The Five Bells”. 
Take the footpath to the right of the pub, cross 
the Nether Heyford road and head west up the 
tarred track to “The Old Crown”. Carry on 
through the old pub yard, over the railway 
bridge, up past the 
motorcycle scramble 
field (do the walk on a 

Sunday morning if you really want to watch them at play!) to 
Mounts Farm. Cross the A5 and pick up the path to Upper 
Stowe. 

Check in at “The Old Dairy Farm” if refreshments are on 
your mind at this stage but otherwise take the road heading 
south off the High Street in front of the wee church. Carry on 
downhill and up the other side of the valley to Litchborough 

and “The Old Red Lion” take 
the Knightley Way path 
opposite the pub, up and 
around the “Tank Field” (D-
Day assembly area) then east 
via Wrighton’s Farm. Cross 
the Towcester road and 
continue due east, skirting Grimscote and Cold 
Higham, to Foster’s Booth and Pattishall. 
Cross the A5 and, 200 m down Butcher’s Lane (the 
old Banbury to Northampton cattle route), take the 
footpath left for 50 m then right for 50 m to the 
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Church of Holy Cross and left a further 50 m to 
Manor Farm. At the crest of the hill, notice the 
mammoth earth-moving equipment, silent for 60 
years since having been moved here for reasons 
now unclear once the M1 was finished as far as 
Crick. 

Carry on north and under the railway and 
canal tunnels  until you reach St. Michael’s Cricket 
Club field. Go north along the boundary markers 
and through a narrow alleyway to Great Lane, 
where a right turn brings you to the village green 
and a final turn left brings you back to The Baker’s 
Arms. Cheers! 
Alan Robertshaw 

The Photo Book 
History is being made all the time. It doesn’t have to be a 
hundred years in the past. We are all creating history every 
day. 

In 2017 the Bugbrooke History Group decided it was 
time to produce a book of photos covering years after 1980, 
which was the limit of the previous book. Why was such a 
book wanted? The whole philosophy behind a local History 
Society is to provide knowledge of what has happened in 
the past, and what has lead to the current situation. 
Memories are passed from one generation to another, and 
how life was for our ancestors is interesting and important. 
It helps us to realise how things have changed, whether for 
better or worse. 

Although I was supportive of the idea of a book, I did 
not feel that I was the right person to edit it. I  arrived in the 
village in 1977 and didn’t think I had enough local 
knowledge. So it was somewhat reluctantly that I took on 
the task. 

The first hundred or so photos had already been scanned thanks to Liz Thomas 

Kaye Adams  

 
Kaye Adams’ pictures of toadstools in the churchyard in November. 
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and Sally and Evie Russell. Sally especially had done a lot of work on them, but we 
needed more, so I set about pleading with people to look out their memorabilia.  
Photos and memories were submitted of events and clubs that I had no idea about. 
My next big problem then became obvious. I needed lots of help with my computer 
skills, to scan and get the photos in order. For a time it seemed that the photos had a 
way of re-arranging themselves in some random order which bore no resemblance to 
what I wanted. Pete Clarke set up files for me for the different chapters and showed 
me how to move the photos around and keep them under my control (hopefully). 
Thanks Pete. Without you they would still be floating. Rob Stone, our publisher and 
printer, cast his professional eye over them, worked on clarity and definition, and with 
his help the book came together. 

Now, after many long months of concentrated effort, here it is Pictorial 
Bugbrooke 1980 - 1999. I thank all the contributors most sincerely. What started as a 
daunting task for me has actually been a great privilege. I have learnt so much about 
the village and the people here. My admiration for them and for what they achieved 
has grown and I hope this will be appreciated by those reading the book. 

You must bear in mind that this is a book of pictures. A lot was going on for 
which we have (at the moment) no pictorial record. As someone said to me “We were 
too busy doing it to take photos.” 

To give you some idea of what I found most impressive; firstly the way 
newcomers and established residents came together to build clubhouses, sports 
pavilions, meeting huts and the Community Centre. Playing fields were brought up to 
suitable standard for top performing teams, Rugby, Hockey and Cricket were 
encouraged, men and women in separate and mixed teams. Orchestras and drama 
groups, chess, women’s societies, village fetes, rainbows, brownies, guides, and 
rangers, beavers, cubs and scouts, and the LINK magazine; an amazing variety of 
clubs, only possible because of the volunteers who encouraged Bugbrooke to have 
the character it has. 

Personally I never experienced any antagonism against newcomers. We moved 
into an old house and were always told that we lived in the Garlick’s House. (The 
Garlicks lived here about 100 year ago). On our first day here we were phoned by Mr 
Campion and welcomed to the village. I hope that newcomers are still welcomed 
warmly and that they are eager to join in village activities. 

The photo book has cost more to produce than previous books and this has to 
be reflected in the price. Almost all of the photos are in colour. It is a tribute to the life 
and growth of the village of Bugbrooke. 

Price £20 available from Pat & Alan Kent of the History Group. 
Pat Kent 01604 830518 

Flood Bikes 
These could be very useful if the rain continues to fall.  

The photo was taken in the late 1960s at a time when Malcolm and Stanley 
Clark were appearing regularly on  different channels on the television. 

It all started at a time when I, Stanley, left school in 1954 to start work down at 
Mr Harold Ward’s, the local Ladder Maker and Undertaker. In the winter months of 
those days it was quite common for the stream that runs through Bugbrooke, to 
break its banks and flood parts of the village, including the land around Mr Ward’s 
workshop down Church Lane (now Laddermakers Yard). 

My means of transport from Camp Hill to the workshop was on a bicycle. On the 
days when the stream had flooded my feet and legs got very wet, so I set to and 
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made a bicycle on stilts, just for a laugh. When the brook 
broke its banks I would ride this Flood Bike, as I called it, to 
work, and would arrive with dry legs and feet. 

A few years later, like many other lads from Bugbrooke I 
was called up to do National Service out in Singapore and 
Malaya. When my two years were completed I married and 
settled down and forgot about my Flood Bike. 

 One day my brother Malcolm fetched it out of retirement 
and repainted it. While test riding it he was seen and 
photographed by a photographer from the Womans Own 
Magazine. I helped Malcolm to build a larger Flood Bike as he 
was six foot six inches tall, and my bike was too small for him. 

From then on many magazines 
and newspapers took a great 
interest in these bikes as they 
were something different. 
 Television companies 
too took interest and we had to 
take time off from work to do 
filming for them. I helped Malcolm to build even larger 
Flood Bikes. On the very large ones we could see into 
the windows of a double decker bus with ease, and 
riding them along the open road the views were 
wonderful. It was like being the Pied Piper of Hamlyn 
at times  children  and people in cars would follow us. 
We were invited to open Garden Fetes and Carnivals 
and Parades and even one Milk Race. We appeared 
on ATV Today from Birmingham Studios and made 
films with BBC Wales. Malcolm appeared on Blue 
Peter on one occasion. It was all great fun and a 
wonderful experience. 
 When Dr White asked if he could have a go on a 

Flood Bike, we fetched one of them out for him, and this photo is a record of his ride 
up the Gayton Road, Camp Hill.—Stanley Clark 

Family Announcements 
Dinsey — On behalf of myself and family I would like to thank everyone who 

attended the service for Bev / Lloyd and also for all the cards, messages and 
support we have received at this difficult time. I know he was well thought of and as 
so many have said "He was a lovely man.” — Ruth Dinsey. 

Millie Phillips — The family of Millie would like to thank everyone for all their 
kind words, support and love through this difficult time. With special thanks to Kevin 
Matthews, Jane Causebrook and The Wharf. 

 Many thanks for everyone's donations to Breast Cancer from the Phillips/
Barnes Family. 

Hillary Austin — Thank you for all the cards and donations for the Cynthia 
Spencer hospice on the passing of Hillary. She will be greatly missed. Thank you 
from Richard Austin and family. 

Len Sackley — Len passed away on Saturday 9th November. Molly and family 
would like to thank everyone for their kind sympathy and support. 

Dr White Riding High 
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Linda Sgoluppi took this atmospheric picture in the churchyard in November 
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Diary   

December   

1 16:00 Tree of Light Service Ch 

2 19:30 WI - Andy Smith Musical Entertainment CC 

5 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

6 19:30 Friends of SM&AA Church - Wine tasting    CC 

9 14:00 
U3A - ‘Yule be Surprised! Why Christmas is Christmas’ by 
Steve Dimmer. 

CC 

14 14:30 *Carol Singing BC 

19 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon - Mince pie time! BC 

20 18:30 Santa’s visit  

January   

6 14:00 WI - Friendly Quiz CC 

9 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

20 14:00 
U3A - ‘Sixteen Warnings from the Titanic in 1912’ John 
Perkins 

CC 

25 - 26 Bugbrooke Big Birdwatch weekend  

25 14:30 *Hymn Singing BC 

27 19.45 Bugbrooke and District Flower Society - AGM NHVH 

30 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

February   

3 14:00 WI - Life of Chutney CC 

Bugbrooke Family Morning, Term Time Thursdays  08:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel CC - Community Centre  
Ch - St Michael’s Church NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall  

*Dates may change so please keep a look out on Facebook’s Bugbrooke Friendly page  
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