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The Bugbrooke “LINK” Committee 

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish 
boundary of Bugbrooke. The “LINK” Management Committee is elected in 
accordance with the Constitution and Rules at the AGM in May. 
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E-mail to    
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Pat Kent, 1 High Street 
bugbrookelink@gmail.com 
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Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in the 
factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not necessarily 
 endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 214), February 2019 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 
If you haven’t made your resolutions for the New Year, then 
what about getting more involved in village life? There are 
definite benefits of getting out and about, meeting new 
people and being exposed to new ideas and experiences. 

There must be a great deal in the way of interests and hobbies that are enjoyed 
and could be shared with others, either by direct involvement or by writing an article 
for this village magazine. There is no set list of what is acceptable for submission, so 
why don’t you send something to us. 

If you want to be a regular contributor, to promote your club or society, we issue 
every two months and you would need to email us by the first Monday in January, 
March, May, July, September and November as we are always a month in 
preparation.   

We love receiving photos, as they add a colourful dimension to the publication 
and are a fantastic way of illustrating people and places that can be viewed and 
examined in years to come as well. 

I know it takes a reasonable amount of effort to prepare something and although 
we can’t help with that we can definitely assist by sending you a reminder in good 
time. If you would like a reminder, please email me on the address below and I will 
add you to the list that I send out a week or two before the deadline. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 04 
March 2019, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 

preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Parish Council 
Following the commemoration of the ending of World War 1 some residents have 
questioned why there is no memorial in the village to those who have died in conflicts 
from Bugbrooke. In fact there is a memorial in the Church and it consists of a stained 
glass window on the south aspect of the Church facing the Millennium Green. After 
the first World War the village council at the time decided this was an appropriate 
location for a memorial. Next to the window is a plate recording the names of all those 
from Bugbrooke who have died in various wars. These names are read out each 
November during the annual Remembrance Day service. It is expected this will 
continue in the future irrespective of who the incumbent rector might be. The window 
itself is unique in respect of the fact that it has no religious symbolism in it and is 
thought to be the only one in England to so do. The image of 'Tommy' has now been 
stored at the Community Centre and it is hoped a place can be found for him to be 
seen by visitors to the centre. It is thought an agreement has been made for him to be 
placed in the Church each Remembrance Day. Thanks go to the Chapel for allowing 
'Tommy' to be located on their premises in the centre of the village and to the 

Front Page:    You can read Issy’s article on Life as a Brownie on page 45 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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Women’s Institute and Knit and Natter groups for decorating him and the Chapel 
wall. 

The Secretary of State has decided to postpone elections for District and 
Parish Councils for 2019 and put back to 2020 to coincide with elections for new 
unitary authorities. In the meantime South Northants Council will be extending its 
New Homes Bonus scheme. The parish council will be hoping to benefit by applying 
to the scheme in order to improve facilities at the Community Centre and Playing 
Field. The Cricket Club has also made an application and any village organisation 
wanting to make major improvements can also apply. The council continues to give 
grant support for minor works and improvements and application forms can be 
obtained from the Parish Office. 

Seasonal greetings have been exchanged between Vöhl and Bugbrooke and 
the council is working towards having a good presence at the 875th anniversary of 
the foundation of Vöhl. The Football Club will be taking youth teams in May and a 
senior team in August to participate in a tournament as part of the anniversary. The 
council will be attending in August to congratulate Vöhl and promote Bugbrooke 
and help local residents to learn more about our village. 
John Curtis, Chairman 

Embrace the Darkness 
The variation in the length of daylight and darkness is a topic of 
conversation coming a very close second to our obsession with 
the weather, especially during the long dark nights we 
experience at this time of the year!  However, we can embrace 
the darkness from different perspectives. 

Darkness goes hand in hand with cold weather, when we 
need to turn the heating up and yearn for lighter nights.  It is a 
time to close the curtains, stoke the fire and perhaps snuggle up 
with your loved ones and enjoy a warming drink or a good glass 
of wine. The darkness can also make us feel uneasy, especially 
outside, when every dark space and shadow seems to hide menace and danger. Of 
course it can also allow us to enjoy a fireworks display when the contrast with the 
surrounding darkness makes the experience spectacular. 

Migrating birds, some weighing only a few grams, will travel thousands of 
miles, usually by night with the darkness providing cover for them to fly undetected 
by daytime predators. The darkness works as a friend to the birds in perilous skies, 
enabling them to find their own promised land. 

In the story of the First Christmas, the Magi (Wise Men) were astrologers, 
using the stars for guidance. For this they needed the darkness to follow the star. 
For them, darkness was not something negative but where hopes and dreams were 
to find focus in the Christ Child.  While they needed the light of the star to guide 
them, the darkness of the night was the necessary context for that light to be seen. 

Traditionally, we think of Jesus being born at night, in the darkness. The 
angels announced Good Tidings in the darkness which in turn, aided the Magi in 
their search for the Christ child. Darkness fell when Christ was dying on the cross. It 
was also out of the darkness of the tomb that the resurrection of Christ took place. 
For the great mystics, darkness is the place of spiritual enlightenment, while for 
most of us the night is when we sleep, rest and recuperate.  Despite all this, we 
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seem wedded to a light/dark dichotomy where Christ is our light and the devil is the 
prince of darkness. But as the psalmist reminds us, God sees both darkness and light 
as equal, with sunlight giving us shadows while night-time allows the stars to shine. 
(Psalm 139 v 11 and 12).  The Magi’s journey through the star-lit night to seek Jesus 
reminds us that both light and darkness are integral aspects of both life and faith. 

Our own lives are filled with highs and lows, light and darkness and no doubt 
2019, which lies before us will be no different. But whatever the future has in store for 
us, God in Christ is Lord of it all! For Him there is no light so bright he cannot see 
clearly and no darkness he can’t see into. 

From my personal journey with God, I have found that the darker times in life 
have provided a greater understanding of the love and Grace of God.  However, to 
discover the full, undiluted and unreserved love of God, the darkness of the 
experience must be embraced, turning the negative into a positive in the Light of 
Christ. 

Whatever 2019 might bring you, may you experience the love of God in Christ in 
both the light and the darkness, as He is Lord of both. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Bugbrooke - December Crime Summary  

 
A Happy New Year to you all, I write to you with the monthly crime summary for 
Bugbrooke. Crimes recorded in December are: 

18000584096 - Theft (Camp Hill) - Between 01/11/2018 & 02/12/2018 
Persons unknown have entered the rear garden of a premises and removed two tiered 
ladders. 

18000596276 - Theft (Kislingbury Road) - Between 02/12/2018 & 08/12/2018 
Persons unknown have entered the garden of a property and stolen insecure items 
stored out in the open. 

It is noted that on certain other websites you may see other crimes have been 
recorded in the same time period. Unfortunately once again that has been a number of 
domestic related crimes, (verbal and physical arguments between two known parties). 
To ensure confidentiality I have chosen to redact these from this summary 

Crime Prevention advice from Northamptonshire Police can be found here: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . n o r t h a n t s . p o l i c e . u k / a d v i c e / p r e v e n t i o n 
Anti-social behaviour related incidents -  there are a couple of neighbourly disputes 
that are being monitored, but they do not have a wider impact on the community. 

Unfortunately peoples understanding of anti social behaviour is groups of 
teenagers, but in reality it is a spectrum of different things. 
Matthew 

https://www.northants.police.uk/advice/prevention
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Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Our AGM was held on November 26th with Captains for our 1st, 2nd and 3rd XIs still to 
be announced.  

You will see from the following article, that a separate St Michaels 74 Cricket Club will 
no longer exist next season, but will merge with Bugbrooke Cricket Club to form a 
strengthened club for 2019. We hope and expect that their players will continue to play 
under the combined banner of Bugbrooke Cricket Club, where 3 league teams and a 
Sunday XI will play on both cricket fields. 

John Chapman has agreed to continue preparing the grass wickets on the Village 
Playing Field in 2019 when he will hopefully train a Groundsman ready for the 2020 
season.  

 Indoor nets will be held at Duston School every Monday 8pm to 9.30pm from 
February 4th to April 8th 2019.  Cost is £5 for Seniors.  All players should attend or you 
may not get noticed when the selectors meet to pick teams for the first matches which are 
on 11th May for the 1st and 2nd XIs and April 27th for our 3rd XI.  Please refer any queries 
to Graham Derby on 07763 928528 or Rikash Patel on 07576 314297. 

This year we will again be having a signing on and social evening for players and 
social members. This is a great way to start the new season, and we hope as many as 
possible  prospective players and social members will turn up and join for the 2019 season. 
This will be from 7pm on Friday the 29th March in the pavilion. 

Our grateful thanks to Tony Bird who runs the Bar, where he always makes everyone 
feel most welcome.    Also our grateful thanks to our joint Treasurers Nigel and Valerie Burt 
with all the extra work involved with running 3 Saturday sides.  

An excellent New Year's Eve Party has recently been held at our Pavilion with record 
Bar takings!   The Last Friday in Month Socials at the Pavilion continue to be very well 
attended - the next one will now not be until March 29th 2019 but put the date in your 
diaries now!  

If anybody would like a guided tour of our excellent facilities by the brook please 
contact myself below.  
Peter White, 01604 830452, www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com or email us on 
bugbrookeCC@gmail.com.  

Bugbrooke St Michael’s 74 Cricket Club 
At the end of the 2018 season, both clubs, Bugbrooke and St Michael’s, decided that the 
thought of another difficult season, in regards to player availability, was not a prospect 
either club was looking forward to. So after several meetings of the two clubs, it was 
agreed that a merger was the sensible solution. The 2019 season will see the two clubs 
combine, to form a 1st eleven, who will play their home games at the Doc White cricket 
ground, a 2nd eleven, whose home ground will be the Playing Field wicket and a 3rd 
eleven, who will play on the matting wicket at the village ground. The merger will 
strengthen the club, who will still be known as Bugbrooke Cricket Club, and the hope, that 
with a very keen youth set up, it should mean a healthy future for this very friendly club. 

So, after 44 years of two clubs playing cricket in the village, 2 become 1. I have 
personally played those full 44 years for St. Michael’s 74 CC, 37 of which I have been club 
secretary and look forward to seeing another enjoyable season in 2019. If the welcome 
from the Bugbrooke committee, especially Chairman Michael Adams, Vice Chairman 
Graham Darby and Treasurers Nigel and Val Burt, is what we can expect at each and 
every game, I for one, can't wait for this exciting prospect. 

http://www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
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Obviously, with 3 teams to put out each week, the more players we can attract, the 
better. Indoor net practice will start again on Monday February 4th through to Monday 
April 8th, at Duston School, 8 till 9.30 pm. If you are looking to start a cricket career or 
restart an old one, please don't hesitate to contact me or any committee members, for a 
chat, or turn up to the signing on evening in the pavilion from 7pm, on the 29th March. 
John Chapman 

Bugbrooke Sports and Community Association Treasurer 
After many successful years Mike Chambers will be retiring as Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Association Treasurer this Spring. 

The Association is a registered charity with an active committee and employs 
Julianne Field as the Administrator/Centre Manager, as well as bar and cleaning staff. It 
is responsible for the upkeep and operation of the Community Centre and the playing 
fields. Annual turnover is in the region of £50,000. 

If you are interested in taking on this interesting position with this popular and well-
used sports and leisure facility please contact the office - email: 
bugbrookecc@outlook.com telephone 01604 832834 or the chairman, David Harries, on 
01604 830117. More importantly, Mike will be happy to discuss what is involved with 
anyone interested. 
David Harries, Chairman 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our annual wine tasting was on 7th December. For the first time we held this in the large 
hall at the Community Centre, rather than the smaller hall. This proved to be a success. 
We were able to sell more tickets and it was easier to move round. The event made us a 
very satisfying profit of £741. It was also a most enjoyable evening. So thank you to 
everyone who helped to make the event a success; with especial thanks to Dave Harries 
who once again acted as host for the evening; and not forgetting those who saw to the 
refreshments, organised the raffle, poured the wine etc. And thanks of course to all those 
who supported us by buying the tickets and turning out on a dark winter’s night to make 
it such a great evening. 

December also saw us embark on a new idea: the Living Advent Calendar where 
different houses switch on their Christmas lights over the days leading up to Christmas. 
We had nine households volunteer.  Their various displays were lovely and magical, and 
the refreshments tasty and seasonal. So a big thank you to the householders who took 
part. While the turnout of spectators was a bit variable (it is after all a long, cold and 
distinctly dark walk to the far end of Camp Hill in December) overall it was a good way of 
bringing people together, and raised us £192 in donations. It is definitely something we 
will be looking at again for next Christmas, when we hope to get even more households 
volunteering. 

As to what the money we raise is used for, we have recently agreed to a 
contribution of  £11,736 towards the cost of repairs to the stonework of the Church 
identified as needed in the last 5 yearly survey. 

Our AGM will be on 24th April at 7.30pm in the Sunday School. 
We will be holding our usual Fish and Chip Supper and Quiz in July at the 

Community Centre, but before that we will be trying a new venture. This will be in the 
form of a puzzle weekend for all the family and be held at the Church. At the time of 
writing the date is still to be confirmed, but we are looking at 6th/7th April. Watch out for 
details. 
Jim Inch 

mailto:bugbrookecc@outlook.com


16 

 



17 

 

Bugbrooke WI 
We hope you all enjoyed the poppy display at the Chapel. All knitted by local ladies. 

Our 2019 programme is now well under way, but just to recap, in November 
Alison Graham stood in at short notice and gave us inspiration and ideas for 
wrapping presents. In December the Stanwick Handbell Ringers put us in the 
Christmas mood by playing seasonal music while wearing appropriate headgear. 
They even managed to get our Members to play some carols on the handbells which 
were recognisable. A very enjoyable evening. 

We started the new year with a fun quiz in January followed in February by a 
talk given by John Perkins, local author, telling of his time teaching. 
We are planning a Spring Fair on Saturday the 23rd March. All are welcome. You will 
be able to meet our Members and see some of the things we do. There will be tea 
and cake, various stalls and plenty of amusements for children. Do come along and 
have a fun afternoon. 

Our future programme includes "Time out for Women" on March 4th. This 
should be an enjoyable evening when we will learn ways of improving our lifestyle. 
On April 1st (hopefully we are no fools!) Sue Jackson will tell us about the day she 
met Princess Diana. 

As usual, visitors are always welcome at our meetings for which there will be a 
charge of £4.50. 
For further information please contact Jean on 01604 831016. 
Brenda Astell and Muriel Smith 

The Bakers Arms 
The ownership of the Bakers Arms changed hands in October and the new owners 
reopened just before Christmas. There is now a separate restaurant area, casual 
eating area and pub style bar. The new owners also run the Saracens Head at Little 
Brington and the quality of food replicates the experience of that establishment. It is 
an excellent addition to village facilities and worthy of our support. 
John Curtis 

Tea & Cake afternoon in memory of Margot 
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone that attended, made cakes, 
brought raffle tickets, donated and helped with our charity fundraising event. It was 
held to raise funds for the emergency assessment bay, on Talbot Butler Cancer 
Ward. 

The Tea & Cake afternoon was held at Bugbrooke Rugby Club on Monday 26th 
November. The Rugby Club kindly allowed the event to take place at their venue free 
of charge, so a big big thank you to them. 

The afternoon was in memory of our dear friend Margot, who sadly lost her 
courageous battle with cancer last year. 

 Many of you will remember Margot, as the fun and friendly, vibrant, glamorous 
and kind lady from the village Hairdressers, where she ran her salon for numerous 
years. She was a hugely popular and special person, that is so greatly missed by her 
family and friends. 

The loss of Margot spurred us on to raise money for the Talbot Butler Ward, 
who cared for her during her illness. 

The event was a massive success and thanks to everyone’s generosity & 
kindness we managed to raise an astounding £2,060. 
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We were totally overwhelmed and never dreamed we could raise such a sum of 
money. We can only say thank you once again for your support and how fantastic it was 
to see you all. 

Margot would have loved it! 
Louise Sturdy 

 

 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of Margot’s customers & 
friends who attended her funeral. You 
have all been so kind. 

I would also like to thank all of you 
who brought raffle tickets and cakes to 
raise money for the Talbot Butler 
cancer ward, who cared for my wife 
Margot at the end of her life. 

I have now collected over £8,000, 
which is a fantastic amount and I’m 
sure that Margot would be amazed. 

A very big thank you to you all. 
Bruce Douglass  
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Beavers 
Beavers have had a busy term completing 
badge  work and working towards new badges. 
They learnt about Remembrance day and 
coloured in poppies, they also attended the 
Remembrance day service and paraded to the 
church with the other Scout sections and the 
Guides.They all helped to write their code of 
conduct and enthusiastically made Christmas 
decorations and cards to take home. Several of 
the Beavers attended the annual district Beaver 
Christmas party where they got to meet Father 
Christmas and received a present each. The last 
session of the term was spent playing games 
and having fun. We also said goodbye to two 
beavers who will be moving to Cubs and are 
looking forward to welcoming five new beavers 
in the new term, which starts next week. 
 

Nature Notes  
Now, we really should be in the depths of winter when you read this. However, as I 
write at the beginning of January, so far we’ve not really seen a typical British winter. 
Our coldest night got down to -3°C recently, but we’ve also had days where we’ve 
been into double figures and very mild for the time of the year and the days have been 
dark and dank, rather than the bright and frosty days and blue skies I know many of us 
prefer. The countryside, wildlife, and gardens are 
very confused at the moment, thinking it’s 
springtime. I’ve noticed the hazel catkins are 4 
inches long and a good two months ahead. We have 
snowdrops in flower and I think that bulbs will be very 
early this year. 

The birds are feeding as though they know 
what’s ahead (rumours of the return of the Beast 
from the East) we have seen visitors at the feeding 
stations that would normally not frequent our garden. 
I’ve seen a sparrowhawk a few times at the feeding 
station. Also, the buzzard has been down outside our 
kitchen window recently. We followed a young 
solitary deer home the other night (to our house, not 
his!). He was startled in our headlights and raced up 
the lane, us following behind at a goodly distance. I 
think he was very relieved when we turned into our 
drive and he could slow down. 

There is very little to be done in the garden at 
the moment… I’ve planted a few hellebores. While the 
sap is down, we’ve cut down an unsafe overhanging 
Scots Pine that had to come down. But the 
grandchildren thought it was put to good use as we 
wanted the trunk to make some reindeer for in the 

Chris Groves-Kirkby’s picture of a 
swan moving serenely at the Wharf 
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garden for Christmastime. We’ve also coppiced the hazel, as they were blocking light 
into the rest of the woodland (we needed the straight poles to make rose supports). 
Looking forward to the springtime when there will be more activity. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke Birdwatch  26th-28th January, 2019 
First, I must apologise for not writing in the last issue of LINK to remind you of the 
2019 Bugbrooke  Birdwatch. You may receive the February issue in time for you to 
participate in this year’s official weekend of bird watching but if you should miss it and 
still would like to take part, any time during the following week up until the weekend of 
2nd-3rd February, will still be valid.Tally forms are available at Petstop and also online 
at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk  The 4th February is the deadline for returning the forms 
to 1 Browns Yard. I do hope you will join in as the more information we get, the more it 
gives us a snapshot of the health of bird life in the village. 
Margaret Cooke 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non-
members are welcome as guests.  

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book/
Jigsaw Exchange, Classics for Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble (three 
groups). 
Future events: 
Monday 18 February at 2.00pm – ‘Delapre Abbey – Its History and Restoration’ by Jane 
Gardner. 

The story of the Abbey from the 12th century through to its recent restoration and 
opening to the public. 
Monday 18 March at 2.00pm – ‘Charles Dickens, Conjuror – A Playbill of his Most 
Successful Show’ by Ian Keable. Charles Dickens was an amateur conjuror for around 
seven years. Hear which conjurors influenced him and how he wrote about conjuring, 
and watch some demonstrations by Ian. 
Enquiries to 01604-830165 (Linda New) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene 

Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
 As we start 2019 at the Sett the first team sit 8th in the UCL divison 1, having won 9 
and drawn 7  and lost 4 games this season, so a great result.  

The reserves sit 2nd in the reserve division having won 14, drawn 2 and lost 4 
matches so far, the A team sit 7th in the combination division 1 and the B team sit 5th 
in combination division 2.  Our two under 18 teams are competing very well in their 
respective leagues sitting 1st and 7th at the turn of the year, so all in good positions 
heading into the new year.  

Both Sunday teams are doing well and the junior teams representing their age 
groups are all doing a great job representing the club.  

The club will be holding the popular comedy nights throughout the year, the next 
one being 9th February, so be sure not to miss a good night out and get your tickets 

http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk
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which are available from any committee member or direct from the club on a 
Saturday (match day). Please see adverts in LINKs for future dates.  

The New Year’s Eve charity event at the club with disco and live band was 
enjoyed by all the families attending, not only did everyone have a great night but the 
organisers managed to raise a large donation to Macmillan cancer research, and the 
club is proud to be able to assist in any way with charity events and worthwhile 
causes. So well done to everyone involved. 

Should anyone wish to hire the club for anything large or small, charitable or 
just a children's party, please see LINK advert for details.  

Thanks go to all the behind the scenes team who freely give up their time and 
make the effort to keep the club running successfully.  

Happy New Year to everyone.  
Kevin Gardner 

Village Profile 
Peter Wilkins — Secretary of Allotments Association, Treasurer of St 
Michael & All Angels, Director of Community Cafe, Member of Scout 
Committee, Treasurer of Giving Charity (P.C.C.), Bell ringer (12 years) 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I grew up in Gayton and met my wife, Angela, at the 18 plus club in 
Northampton. Prior to moving to Bugbrooke we lived in Weston Favell. 
The children started at Headlands School, and with such a good 
headmistress we stayed there for their benefit. However, as secondary 
school loomed we looked for different options and Campion appeared 
with the best achievement results. Then Angela met Esther Partridge 
(Rector’s wife) at the W.I. one evening. She was giving a talk and described 
everything that was going on in Bugbrooke. So we decided it was the place we 
wanted to live. 
We still meet up with friends from the 18 plus club at a Pizza and Volleyball afternoon 
once a year. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
Bugbrooke has the widest variety of organisations of any village which can suit all 
types of interests. Having a dog I really enjoy the range of footpaths and country 
walks the village has, especially down by the canal. 
Is there anything you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
The lack of willingness of some people to take their turn in running their voluntary 
groups. People seem happy to enjoy the activities, but not to help run them. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. Not far away in Gayton.  I recall being allowed to go out with my friends after 
meals and not return until the next meal. There was a tree covered stream area down 
the Tiffield Road, and our gang would build all manner of things in there, from dams 
to rope swings across the water. We had many weeks of fun and our parents just 
knew we were somewhere in the spinney of trees. 
Have you had an interesting career? 
I left school when I was 16 without many G.C.S.E.s  and went to British Timken as an 
engineering apprentice. I was taken on in their Work Study department. Then I did 
industrial engineering for the Mettoy Company in St. James. I moved to the Express 
Lift Company in their Work Study Office, but they didn’t computerize, so I switched to 
CNC programming of the sheet metal punch machines.  Then I met Angela who 
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suggested Barclaycard, where I stayed for over 22 years. 
None of these roles would be a school leaver’s choice. They just evolved from an 
earlier skill. 
If you could start again what career would you choose 
Probably a business management accountant. Working with figures has always come 
easy. Engineering was a well founded route, but history has shown its demise since 
Mrs T. 
When was your happiest moment? 
The happiest moments have to be when each of our children were born. 
What or who do you admire most? 
My father – hardly a week goes by without realising how he helped me by passing on 
his skills learnt through his life. He was a woodworker and builder. He built several 
houses in Gayton. I hope that I might be able to help my children as much as he 
helped me. Once a year on November 11th I thank God that he was able to return 
from three and a half years fighting the Italians and Germans in North Africa. 
Do you have an ambition now? 
To get my family history in a printed book which the kids won’t throw away. I have 
done a lot of research and it is all well organised in different folders for the different 
branches of the family. It occupies a whole shelf. At the moment my children are not 
interested. 
What is your favourite holiday destination? 
Of all our holidays I think the most memorable was to Israel and Egypt. The visits to 
the holy places in Jerusalem and Bethlehem, then to the Cairo Museum and pyramids 
were very special. 
What is your favourite food/ restaurant? 
Nowadays I find flavour is the important element of eating, not quantity. As such, the 
first of any vegetable fresh from the allotment is magic. Meals out are rarely to a 
previously visited restaurant. Usually we try a new or different one. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
Bear Gryls ‘Staying Alive’ or Ray Mears ‘Bushcraft Survival’. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
As someone who always tried to help others when asked. I hope to do this for as long 
as possible. 
What in life is most important to you? 
The progress of my family is important, and I try to help when they will let me. Today’s 
youngsters are not as lucky as we were. They will never buy a house as cheap as we 
did, or retire to a pension as we have, or benefit from an NHS like we have. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Don’t be a spectator. Follow your interests by getting involved. It’s much more 
rewarding. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Volunteers needed to give carers a break 
Do you have a few hours to spare? 
Would you like to help a worthwhile cause? 
Use your skills and experience to help carers take a break 
What's involved? 
The Carers Sitting Service provides support by giving a break to those who have a 
caring responsibility for a husband, wife, partner, parent, relative or friend. 
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Sitting sessions take the form of befriending and involve meeting the same 
person in their own home. As a volunteer befriender you would be visiting someone 
in your local area.  Volunteers do not give personal care or cook meals, undertake 
cleaning or do shopping. 

No qualifications are needed, we will provide induction training and on-going 
support. However, it is important that you are understanding, patient, non-
judgmental, a good listener and open-minded. 

You could use your spare time to help someone else, or gain experience while 
you search for paid employment.  You could also gain a reference to use when you 
apply for jobs. 

All volunteers have an informal interview, will need to complete an application 
form and provide two references.  If you are successful we will request a disclosure 
and barring service (DBS) check, which we will pay for. 

Travel expenses will be paid for any visits you make. 
Interested? To find out more, 

Call Adam Wilson on 01933 677837 or email him at adamw@northamptonshire-
carers.org 

WIPS Goes Riding 
The Whippersnapper was a name given to youngsters who would challenge 
authority and get up to mischief. The stories related are based on factual accounts 
of the things they used to get up to in the 1940s and 50s.They do not necessarily 
relate to one person but are a culmination of the antics of boys at that time. It should 
be remembered that boys at that time were expecting to be called up for army 
service when they were 18 years old and would start work at 15. Their childhood 
was much shorter than the present day and they grew up much quicker but some of 
their exploits would not be recommended for the present day. We will call him WIPS 
for convenience. 

When Wips grew up horses were quite common on farms and were still used 
to pull carts and haul heavy loads especially at harvest time. Those boys who lived 
on farms or were brought in to help with the harvest would often get the chance to 
sit on horseback as it made its way back to the farmyard after a hard day’s work in 
the fields. Wips was not one of these boys and him and his mates would seek other 
means of excitement by risking Pig riding.  

This took place between the Canal and Railway bridges at the Wheelpits 
where there was a large heap of pigmuck. This accumulated from the pigsties that 
were in the Camp Farmyard. Heygates reared many piglets here which were put in 
the nearby fields when old enough. They needed cleaning out each day and the 
straw and muck were taken between the bridges for disposal. A pile about 4 feet 
high would eventually build up. This was pig riding time.  

Boys in their teens would chance their arm by climbing on the heap and waiting 
for the pigs to come and rub against it — which they liked to do. Wips and his mates 
would wait their time and when a pig came underneath them they would slide down 
onto its back and grab its ears. The startled pig would set off at high speed and you 
would be lucky to make 10 yards before being thrown off. As soon as the pig 
realised they had gone they would turn to attack the nuisance. This was when Wips 
and his mates had to be quick. They needed to get back on the heap before being 
mauled. It was a daring trick but proved their bravery and worthiness for the future 
trials of National Service. 
The Whippersnapper 
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Bugbrooke History Group 
Back in November 2018 close to Armistice Day we held a very interesting meeting. 
Dave, Jim, Geoff and Roger who had undertaken the 100year project gave a 
magnificent presentation which demonstrated the enormous amount of work they 
had done to research the years 1914 to 1918.  Over the last 4 years they have 
published in the LINK information on the progress of the 1st World War and what 
was happening to men and women from our village. Sources of information were 
varied and wide. They started with the names on the War Memorial in the Church 
and in the Chapel. Then there were School Log Books, School Letters, Service 
Records, Medal Records, the National Role of the Great War, War diaries of 
Regiments, War Graves, records in the Northampton Record Office. Philip Campion 
(of Bugbrooke – the school is named after him) left a detailed written account of the 
Battles he was involved in. There was dreadful loss of life at Aubers Ridge, when 
only one third of the Northamptonshire Regiment survived. Eva Moore, a farmer’s 
daughter, was one woman from Bugbrooke who volunteered. She served in Egypt 
and Iraq. 

Our four historians told us facts about life for those left in the village and the 
effect of the War. Their written accounts are on the LINK website. Please take time 
to look at it, if you haven’t already read all about it in the LINK. 

Our Winter Walk took place on 30th December. Amazingly the weather was 
fine and about 30 people enjoyed a walk around Bugbrooke and learnt about the old 
village. To one side of Smiths Lane was a pond which during the winter served as an 
ice rink – great fun for the young and not so young. Also on Smiths Lane there’s a 
very old original cob wall. Some of the council houses were known as the Electric 
Houses, because they were fitted with electricity but no gas. Most of the council 
houses were built for Heygates workers. There was of course even more of 
Bugbrooke History which came to light during the walk. 

Many thanks Dave for the guided walk. And many thanks to those who 
prepared the very welcome refreshments. 

Next Meeting is Feb. 13th at 7.30p.m.  at the Community Centre, when we have 
an illustrated talk by Kate Wills about Northampton Guildhall. Everyone is welcome. 
A subscription of £10 will pay for all 5 meetings of the year, or pay £3 at the door per 
meeting. 
Photos: 
We are still very happy to receive photos of events, scenery, and people of 
Bugbrooke 1980 – 1999. 

Make the photographic book extra special for you by contributing a photo or 
two. 
Pat Kent , secretary  Tel 01604 830518  e-mail  frksp6@gmail.com 

Help!  We Need Volunteers 
Bugbrooke Family Morning is a group for pre-school children and their carers 
(mums, dads, grandparents, child-minders etc) to come and play and meet others 
while enjoying a cuppa. We are looking for volunteers to help us run the group on a 
rota basis. 

The session is on Thursday mornings during term time between 9am and 11am 
in the Community Café rooms (a day the café is closed).  We are looking for people 
who can help between 8am, when we set up the tables, chairs and toys, and 
11.30am for clearing it all away or any time between these hours.  

During the session the volunteers make drinks for the adults as they arrive and 
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at 9.45 we take drinks and biscuits around for the children.  
Volunteers need to be fairly able-bodied as we have to move tables and chairs 

around.   
I know that 8am is not easy for those who have families to sort out but being 

around to help clear away would be a great help too. 
We know that those who come to the session really enjoy being able to relax with 

a cuppa and chat to friends or meet new people while their little ones play with our 
toys, which include playdough and painting. 

If you are interested in joining us (there are three of us at the moment who have 
been running the group for many years but as we get older we need a little help!!) 
either come along on a Thursday morning during term-time or call me, Gerry, on 07779 
768731 and find out more. 
Gerry Clarke, Marilyn Denny and Anne Jenkins 

Bugbrooke Church 
A belated Happy New Year to you all. 

December was a very busy month for the church with many visitors to our various 
services. The Tree of Light service at the beginning of December raised £1,560 overall 
- £520 for each of the named charities. Our Christingle service was well attended and 
this year we had more adults than children - proving we're all still 'young at heart'. The 
Candlelit Carol service on 23rd December was very well attended and many thanks to 
all who provided welcome refreshments and to those who donated poinsettias which 
decorated the church beautifully. Also thanks to the volunteers from the community 
who did readings and made this service representative of our whole community. The 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services again welcomed more people from outside 
our usual congregation and it was wonderful to see so many people celebrating the 
true meaning of the festive season and we hope you all found true meaning for 
yourselves. 

We are about to begin repairs, maintenance and alterations to the building thanks 
to grants, legacies and donations received. We have secured pledges from The 
Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust and The National Churches Trust which 
together with a generous donation from The Friends of Bugbrooke Church has 
enabled us to go ahead with some necessary repairs to the fabric of the building. Also, 
we've obtained a grant from The Garfield Weston Foundation to enable us to refurbish 
the church with proper facilities for providing refreshments. This grant is on the 
understanding that we utilise the building for the community as well as for the 
worshipping congregation so watch this space for details of future events! 

As Spring approaches our many volunteers will again spring into action caring for 
the building and the churchyard and we are extremely grateful to all who give up their 
time to care for this beautiful building and churchyard which are a valuable asset to our 
village. 
Judy Smith (Churchwarden) 

Bugbrooke Chapel 
Coffee Afternoons – 2:30-5:00pm: Thursdays: 31st January, 21st February, 14th 
March, 4th April. 
Traditional Hymn Singing – 2:30-3:45: Saturdays: 9th March, 20th April.  
Lighting of candles and praying for the sick included. 
Dates may change so please keep a look out on Facebook’s Bugbrooke Friendly page 
for any changes.  All Welcome! 
Brian Britten 
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Santa and his elves wishing 
everyone a merry Christmas 
on December 19th, in what is 
now a well supported tradition 
in the village 
 
Pictures by Michael Hoyer and 
Kay Morris 
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Perfect reflections caught by Lucia Giradi-Gorringe at the canal in late December 

Mick Parker’s sunrise over Bugbrooke on Christmas Eve 
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Homes for Hounds 
Quiz night with a meal on Friday 29th March in the Community Centre. Starting at 
7.30pm. 

Scouts 
Scouts have had a busy term, they decorated rocks with poppies which were hidden 
around the village and made poppies which were used to decorate the scout hut door. 
They chose to do some back woods cooking, where they cooked sausages and bacon 
over an open fire without the use of cooking utensils. They also decided that they 
wanted to do some cooking in the hut where they made themselves pizzas.The end of 
term ended with two joint meetings with Cubs where they had a visit to Boost followed 
by eating at Macdonalds and then had a joint meeting at the end of term to celebrate 
Christmas where they played games and had a Christmas quiz. 

It Was Fun While It Lasted … 
Music groups in Bugbrooke have a curious similarity to volcanoes. They begin small 
but brilliant, grow to a large and impressive size and finally either explode themselves 
in a burst of “who did/said what to whom” or simply die in a shower of ashes. Forty 
years ago when I came to the village, it boasted a flourishing Choral Society ably led by 
Derek Whittington which was capable of doing a concert performance of HMS Pinafore 
[I recollect David Paine as the Captain of the Pinafore, and a splendidly horrid Colin 
Ashmore as Dick Dead-Eye the villain] as well as singing works by Elgar and Bach.   
When Derek gave up, the choir staggered on for some years but eventually faded 
away, although by that time I had joined Northampton Bach Choir so had rather lost 
touch. 

The Church choir has waxed and waned over the years. When I joined, it had five 
sopranos, three contraltos, two tenors and two basses as well as a group of 
youngsters, boys and girls, and there were enough of us to fill a mini-bus to go to 
Peterborough each October for the Diocesan Choral Festival and to Daventry for the 
Deanery Advent Service. This too was under the able direction of Derek Whittington, 
who thought nothing of calling a Sunday when the boiler broke down “Jumping up and 
down to keep warm” Sunday and putting on the information slip that the anthem would 
be “I’ve got Rhythm”. But adults become old and lose their voices, and young people 
grow up, and the choir went the way of other groups, although it has now taken itself off 
to Harpole where we still enjoy singing the services with Allan Leroy at the helm.  And 
once upon a time we had a carol-singing group at Christmas and a dedicated team of 
hand-bell ringers.  Where are they now? 

When the choir, for various reasons, disbanded [though I should point out that a 
choir of youngsters was re-formed a little later on by Esther Partridge and subsequently 
looked after by Sue Pace] a group of adults, led by David Pugh, formed a Music 
Society which flourished for quite some time, one of its highlights being an evening 
entitled “May we Recommend” with Dave Marshall splicing tapes in his inimitable way.  
But when David Pugh left the village it too lost its ooomph and ceased to meet. 

The latest casualty is the Monday Music Group, founded in 2012 by Brian Astell.  
At its peak it had up to 30 members, met twice a month at Jubilee House and enjoyed 
talks from Brian about all kinds of music, illustrated on his keyboard or with CDs.   
When Brian moved away we continued to meet once a month, with individual members 
giving illustrated talks about music they enjoyed [although I always threatened to do a 
slot on Music I Loathe!]. Roy Smith was in charge overall, Alan Astell and Dave 
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Marshall looked after the rather expensive Music Reproduction Unit we had bought 
ourselves and Judith Laslett handled the programme content and printing, while 
various members including Brenda Inch and Jean Marshall organised the half-time 
refreshments. Until September 2018 we were able to carry on, but a dwindling 
membership meant that even by putting up the subscriptions, we were not covering 
the cost of renting accommodation at Jubilee House. Reluctantly, Roy gave us until 
the December meeting to make up our minds, and at that meeting it was decided to 
close down the group. A decision is on-going as to what we are to do with our Music 
Unit and also the small amount of cash that remains to us, but it only remains to say 
a big Thank You to all those who have in any way helped keep us going and to 
Jubilee House for giving us house-room. 

All is not lost.  Anyone who is a member of U3A can join one of their two music 
appreciation groups – flyers are on all the notice boards around the village. The 
Monday Music Group has been fun, and after all, six years is not a bad showing as 
village groups go! 
Diana Cockrill 

Kislingbury Road Accident 
I don’t know if you saw it, but in December there was what was left of a Honda Civic 
about 400yds before Campion School, before the bends sharp deviations or any 
warnings. Thankfully it was just the one vehicle but sadly that was me. I walked 
away covered in bruises, whiplash, but apart from that all in one piece, what an 
advert for the Honda Civic and if the purpose was to save my life, it did just that.  

Why I thought my ‘take’ on this may be of particular interest is because: 

 I hold an Advanced IAM certificate  

 I have driven on Carkraft with a Police assessment drive 

 I have studied towards RoSPA gold level  

 Spent 2 hours on Silverstone Skid Pan 

 Driven with several A class Police pursuit, response drivers both marked and 
unmarked 

 Voluntarily Delivered ‘Engage’ a driver incentive for Northamptonshire Police 
aimed at younger drivers aged 17-24 in aid of casualty reduction which 
received an award  from Prince Michael of Kent in 2014. 

 I am extremely cautious. 
We have since determined that it was a blow out, which is why it was so hard 

to correct due to the particularly wet conditions last Sunday, I acted exactly as I 
have been trained and it did correct the skid but by then the vehicle had turned on 
its side, rolled and eventually on its roof. 

The fire brigade were first on the scene by which time I was desperately trying 
to smash a window as I could smell petrol, also see smoke which was most likely air 
bags (all airbags had deployed including side curtains) next were Police and 
paramedics as well as family.  

I’ve also learnt that my neighbour lost her grandfather and also a neighbour 
lost a friend not just on the road but the exact spot. 

Roads are not dangerous, they don’t hit people but our reactions to poor 
conditions, a blow out, driver error, misjudgements are the killers. 

I wondered if sharing my experience of what happened might wake drivers up 
as there are some really arrogant and overly confident drivers in Bugbrooke who 
think a lovely set of Brembo brake discs or four wheel drive might correct this, I think 



40 

 



41 

 

not. I drive for a living 
so vehicle checks on 
fleet and the family’s 
vehicles are something 
I do every week. I 
always have and I can 
therefore say my 
vehicle had been 
checked rigorously, so 
what is it about that 
stretch? Did I hit the 
kerb? That’s what was 
suggested, but no, 
absolutely not as it was 
my driver’s side that 
locked. 

The fire brigade 
looked genuinely shocked when I pulled myself out: ‘You are one lucky guy mate.’ 
Likewise the recovery man said that a tree stump had saved my life: ‘People don’t 
tend to walk away from trees.’  

I feel blessed and I honestly can’t believe I am still here. 
Lessons Learned 
Just thinking back, I remember when I was presenting ‘engage’ for 
Northamptonshire Police and I studied the Hermes report and was alarmed to read 
that the area of the brain that can identify danger, in young adults aged between 17-
24 has not even fully developed, alarming to say the least. 
Documentation: 
Definitely, the first is: A dedicated collision pack in your dashboard, just a few sheets 
of paper. Several sheets printed off - your details, such as Insurer, Policy No, mobile 
number, landline. A separate page of incident, even for a rough sketch, time, 
witnesses, officers Badge No., that attended and most importantly other driver 
details, their address, mobile etc, I picked this up some fifteen years ago when I was 
sandwiched between two vehicles in Northants.  I was mildly concussed and 
couldn’t give the Officers any substantial information,  let alone my Insurance Co. or 
to take witness accounts in writing, luckily Police attended and gave us all collision 
packs and ever since I have copied this as pro forma and kept it in my car. So that’s 
the documentation side  
Alcohol: Guide to units, percentages and breathalyser. 
I’m not here to tell people how to live their lives but, following my collision, I was on 
the breathalyser within minutes of being in the ambulance and being checked over. I 
know the procedures of this from CarKraft but in the bigger picture, people have little 
idea just what is ‘over the limit’ and guess  it’s a few pints or few glasses. If the risks 
aren’t  enough to put drink drivers off, then possibly these  equations may. 
Units: 
The % of the alcohol x the volume in millilitres divided by 1000,  for instance, a glass 
of wine at 12.5 x 250ml = divided by 1000 is the units in system which roughly per 
unit is one hour, but it takes one hour to process the alcohol, possibly a lot longer. 
Keep in mind how quickly you absorb, whether you have eaten, if you are ill, it can 
vary every day so think this is verbatim.  

If it takes this much time and effort, Is it really worth the risk? 
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So back to our single glass of wine, if you drank at 7pm a single 250ml glass of 
wine (approx 12.5%)  it would be approx 3-3.5 units. By 8pm, the glass of wine 
would be in your bloodstream, possibly sooner or later, but only by 11:30pm would 
you potentially, legally be able to drive,  but there is no guarantee you would not be 
over the limit. 
Vehicle checks: 
Weekly POWDER checks are essential ( Part of RoSPA) guide ( Petrol, Oil, Water, 
Damage [defects], Electrics, Rubber) complex as this sounds this is a few minutes 
and could save your life. 
Driver checks: 
I AM SAFE? (Illness, Attitude, Medication, Stress, Alcohol, Fatigue, Emotions) It’s a 
quick thought and before your key turns  ask yourself that very question,  it’s being 
mindful of your responsibility as a driver, for instance; 

Am  I ill?  Do I have a temperature? Do I have Flu? 
What’s my mood? (Have I just had an argument?)  
What medication have I taken today? Does that medication carry a warning? 
Am I stressed? Has something happened today - bills, family pressure, 

household, children etc, etc? 
Alcohol, have I drunk? Is it out of my system from the night before, So I know 

my units? Did I go to a party last night? When did I have my last drink? (A lot of 
people have no idea of this and the serious consequences it carries)  

Am I tired? Did I work a long shift? Did the children keep me up all night?  
How am I feeling emotionally? Am I going through a tough time? Is that making 

me take things personally? Is that guy tailgating me or hitting his horn going to bear 
the brunt of my bad temper? It’s being mindful, even just taking a few minutes to 
calm down, take a breath and just think could save a collision. 

The rest of my driving awareness is a collection of IAM, RoSPA and Roadcraft. 
Roadcraft, the Police Driving handbook. Obviously I’m not talking ‘ blues and twos’ 
or pursuit drives, but there’s a wealth of information just good common-sense stuff: 
Acceleration sense, IPSGA, Overtaking, rev-matching, smoothness, micro climates, 
turning, lorries, limit point analysis, stuff we just didn’t get on our test as we all raced 
to get that all important piece of paper that deemed us ‘drivers.’  

Nothing could prepare me for last week. I’d say for once, being a musician and 
not having music on was a blessing in disguise as I heard something wasn’t right 
and could act quick. Also having spent two hours in the ‘skid’ Renault at Silverstone 
helped me maintain as calm as you can in that situation, we are taking a maximum 
of around ten seconds in all,  I would imagine but I would say within one second my 
tyre had blown then I was skidding, which from what little I know by the time you are 
in a skid it’s too late, the idea is to not be in a skid, which in normal situations is quite 
possible even on ice or in snow. Then I tried my hardest to correct the skid based on 
what little I know of skid prevention after that it was very much a blur other than a 
massive thud (Tree trunk), rolling and being upside down. 

A massive thanks to the couple that stayed with me and were first on the scene 
(I have no idea who you were I couldn’t see a thing until your car pulled up and was 
in total darkness), the Fire Brigade, Paramedics and Police, Bugbrooke Pharmacy 
and the absolutely wonderful Drs that we have there, the staff, my wonderful family 
and great neighbours. 

It’s a cliche but ‘ Drive Safely’ all, especially over Winter. 
Nathan Doyle 
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A Brownie’s  Life 
I go to Brownies and I am 9 years old. I still have a year left but I already have lots of 
memories my best one is when 8 of us went to West Midlands Safari Park it was 
AMAZING. I always have fun at Brownies. In November we had a Parliament week I 
dressed up as a suffragette it was really fun. 

In October about 10 of us went to Tigers play area it was so fun! We have also 
had events when we meet up with the Rainbows, other Brownies, Guides and 
sometimes Senior Section; we always have lots of fun because you can meet other 
girls. We have just started the New Programme, we had fun last week being super-
heroes and I am looking forward to the new badges, I have already started the 
Aviation one, naming 40 things that fly. 
Issy Cummins, 2nd Bugbrooke Brownies 

2nd Bugbrooke Brownies 
The last term was a busy one, we did Parliament Week in November, we went back 
to talk about 100 years since women won the vote, who could vote in 1918 and now. 
The girls learnt about voting and then held a ballot and decorated cakes in the 
suffrage colours. 

The girls made Fairy Houses, they designed some lovely gardens for their 
houses to sit in. We then put a fairy light 
in all of them, turned out the lights, and 
then we said the Brownie Promise in the 
dark to fairy lights. It was very special. 

Ice Skating at Wilton Locks Garden 
Centre, Girlguiding Northampton hired the 
rink just for Girlguiding groups: when we 
were there Bugbrooke Guides and 1st 
Bugbrooke Brownies were on the Ice too. 

New experience for some of our girls 
and one new member of our group took 
her promise on the ice. 

We ended the year with a Christmas 
Party, food, drink and party games. We 
wished one of our Brownies farewell, 
Darcy we will miss you. 

New Year, New Programme, 
Girlguiding have introduced a new 
programme over all the uniformed groups 
so the girls will follow the same six 
themes as they move from Rainbows to 
Brownies, Brownies to Guides and 
Guides to Senior Section. Watch this 
space for exciting news from the new programme. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name 
on our waiting list please email us at 2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  We 
meet on a Tuesday night 6-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell) 

mailto:2ndbugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
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Nathan Doyle’s atmospheric picture of a misty winter morning around Bugbrooke 
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BC - Bugbrooke Chapel   CC - Community Centre   

FC - Football Club SS - Sunday School 

*Dates may change so please keep a look out on Facebook’s Bugbrooke Friendly page  

Diary   

February   

4 19:30 WI - John Perkins 50 years of schooling  CC 

4  Deadline for Birdwatch forms  

6 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

7 10:00 Strollers - Meet in Church Car Park  

9  Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club - Comedy Night FC 

13 19:30 History Group - Northampton Guildhall CC 

14 10:00 Strollers - Meet in Church Car Park  

18 14:00 U3A - Delapre History & Restoration CC 

21 10:00 Strollers - Meet Elm Tree Bank    

21 14:30 *Coffee Afternoon BC 

28 10:00 Strollers - Meet in Church Car Park  

March   

4 19:30 WI - Time out for Women  CC 

9 14:00 Traditional Hymn Singing BC 

14 14:30 *Coffee Afternoon BC 

18 14:00 U3A - Charles Dickens - Conjuror CC 

23 14:00 WI - Spring Fair until 16:00 CC 

29 19:30 Homes for Hounds Quiz Night CC 

April   

1 19:30 WI - By Royal Appointment  CC 

4 14:30 *Coffee Afternoon BC 
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