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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 218), October 2019 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
What a great response to our requests for contributions to the 
magazine, covering such a wide range of activities and 
interests. In fact, we’ve struggled to get everything into this 
bumper issue which I’m sure you will enjoy. 

We are reminded that the variety of events and vibrancy 
of village life should not be taken for granted and that there is an urgent need for 
more people to volunteer to assist with organising and ensuring that many of the 
groups, clubs and societies continue over the next ten years and beyond. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 04 
November 2019, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 

preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The Parish Council has been successful in bidding for grant funding from South 
Northants Council for the provision of additional play equipment and outdoor gym 
equipment for the village.  The outdoor gym equipment will be located around the 
community centre in three groups.  Bugbrooke Football Club has very kindly agreed 
to relinquish about two thirds of their compound, which is adjacent to the current play 
area.  This will enable the area to be increased to almost double the size, with the 
provision of play equipment for older children.  It is hoped that the project will get 
underway in the Autumn,  but more news on this later in the year. 

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish boundary 
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In June, we received applications from four village organisations for grant 
funding, all of which were approved.  Applications for grant funding are considered at 
the June, September, December and March Parish Council meetings and anyone 
may apply – generally the limit is £500 but this may be increased to £1000 in 
exceptional circumstances.  So if you are involved with an organisation or group in 
the village that needs some new equipment or funding for a project, application forms 
are  ava i lab le  on the Bugbrooke Par ish  Counc i l  webs i te 
(BugbrookeparishCouncil.Org.Uk) or by contacting the Parish Clerk on 01604 
832838. 

At the end of August a group of residents and representatives from the Parish 
Council travelled to Vöhl, to attend their 750th anniversary celebrations. The Parish 
Council had commissioned Jim Inch to draw some of the village’s most iconic 
buildings, and these were then printed onto shopping bags.  Councillors took a 
supply of the bags with them to Vöhl to give to residents to mark the twinning 
relationship.  A small number of the bags were given to the church fete committee for 
the “Made in Bugbrooke ” stall at the fete, and the remainder have been given to 
Nina’s, The Pantry Door, The Village Takeaway and Pet Stop.  So look out for them – 
they will become collectors’ items in future! 

Changes in local government in Northamptonshire is a major focus for the 
Parish Council.  There is little doubt that the creation of a new unitary authority 
incorporating South Northants, Daventry and Northampton Borough, will have an 
impact on the village; with the Parish Council being required to take over various 
functions that at present are carried out either by the district or county council.  In 
addition there will be elections in May 2020, both for the new unitary authority and 
the parish council. The changes that are coming will require a strong parish council 
to look after the interests of the village – could you be a part of that?  A number of 
current members of the Parish Council have indicated that they will not be seeking  
re-election next year and we will need new representatives to take up the baton.  You 
don’t need any specialist knowledge, just a desire to do what’s best for the village.  It 
is not too time consuming – just one meeting a month which last a couple of hours. If 
you want to know any more, please contact any of the current Councillors or the 
Parish Clerk. 

Sally Bramley-Brown, Clerk to the Parish Council 

A Lesson from ‘The Charts!’ 
When possible, I love to listen to ‘Pick of the Pops’ on a Saturday 
afternoon when Paul Gambaccini (Proclaimed ‘Professor of Pop’) 
runs down the charts of this week in a certain year! 

I especially love the Charts from the 1960’s and 1970’s when 
one of the most important things in life was knowing what was 
number one in the charts! 

On August 10th the year ‘Gambo’ took listeners back to was 
1979 with such diverse artists and styles ranging from ‘The Electric 
Light Orchestra’, ‘Earth Wind and Fire’ and ‘Judie Tzuke!’ 

One tune in particular brought a smile to my face (now as then), it came from 
the underrated pen of the late great Ian Dury and his group The Blockheads 
‘Reasons to be Cheerful!’ 

Hope the following extract makes you smile as it still does me! 
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Health service glasses 
Gigolos and brasses 
Round or skinny bottoms 
 
Take your mum to Paris 
Lighting up the chalice 
Wee Willy Harris 
 
Bantu Stephen Biko, listening to Rico 
Harpo, Groucho, Chico 
 
Cheddar cheese and pickle, the Vincent motorsickle 
Slap and tickle 
Woody Allen, Dali, Dimitri and Pasquale 
Balabalabala and Volare 
 
Something nice to study, phoning up a buddy 
Being in my nuddy 
Saying hokey-dokey, Sing Along With Smokey 
Coming out of chokey 
 
John Coltrane's soprano, Adi Celentano 
Bonar Colleano 
 
Nevertheless, the top two of this week in history could not be more diverse! 
Number one was from ‘The Boomtown Rats’ and their hit ‘I Don’t Like Mondays’ 

penned by Bob Geldof after hearing 16 year old Brenda Spencer who took a loaded 
rifle and opened fire on the Grover Cleveland Elementary School across from her 
house in San Carlos, California, killing two members of staff and wounding eight 
students! After a long standoff with the police she was arrested and asked why she did 
it, her infamous reply was “I don’t like Monday, this livens up the day.” 

The ensuing media frenzy seemed to echo a plea still pervading our society ‘no 
one is listening and the only way to be heard is to take drastic action! 

Ironically this sentiment was, and is, echoed in the title of the number two 
position of the said chart, ‘We Don’t Talk Anymore’ by Cliff Richard! 

Listening to further interviews with Brenda Spencer the overriding impression 
was that not only was no one talking anymore but more poignantly NO ONE WAS 
LISTENING ANYMORE! 

At the darkest moments in my life’s experience, when I have thought no one was 
listening to the cry of my heart, God has always been there, listening with a loving ear 
and gently encouraging me to come back from the darkness into the light just like 
Samuel in the Old Testament (see 1 Samuel Chapter 3). 

From my own personal experience, God is always listening, all we need to do is 
‘Talk To Him’ so we do not echo the words of Cliff Richard ‘We Don’t Talk Anymore! 

He listens and answers, try it! 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

A Heartfelt Plea To All Residents 
Imagine this – The year is 2029, the place Bugbrooke, but not as we know it.  The 
population is around 6,000, most of the increase coming from all the new houses they 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/service
https://www.definitions.net/definition/skinny
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Willy
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Stephen
https://www.definitions.net/definition/listening
https://www.definitions.net/definition/cheese
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Vincent
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Dimitri
https://www.definitions.net/definition/phoning
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Along
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have built on what used to be playing fields for the rugby club, the football club and the 
community centre.  Where the cricket club used to be there is more housing.  The 
community café closed down years ago; there are no play areas for children; no clubs 
or organisations for the young or the elderly or indeed any age group.  Traffic in the 
village is horrendous, not only the volume but also the speed, as there is no reason for 
anyone to worry that they might get caught.    

An extreme vision of the future you might think and certainly one that most 
residents would not welcome. 

In January 1961, J F Kennedy said - “ask not what your country can do for you—
ask what you can do for your country.” Bugbrooke is a million miles from 1960’s 
America, but the sentiment behind JFK’s much quoted statement remains the same. 

If you live in the village, the chances are that you have chosen to be a part of this 
community and whilst it is by no means perfect, it is a really lovely place to live and 
work. So many of the old, much valued attributes of village life remain  and are 
acknowledged, accepted and embraced by new generations. It is these attributes 
which appeal to people thinking of moving into the village. 

Now comes the BUT….. 
So many of the good things about the village rely on the participation of residents, 

not only as users of the services but as volunteers to help keep and maintain the many 
organisations and facilities we are so fortunate to have in the village. Do you have 
children? Do they use the play areas? Do they  or you belong to the Rugby Club or the 
Football Club, play cricket, go to scouts, beavers, guides or any of the other groups in 
the village? As adults do you ever attend anything at the Community Centre? Do you 
ever go and have a coffee, breakfast or lunch at the Community Café? Do you belong 
to any of the clubs in the village?  Do you ever just walk around the village and enjoy 
the peace and quiet of the Millennium Green? 

The sad truth is that we all do some of these without thinking about how they are 
provided. The even sadder truth is that we are at real risk of losing many of the village 
facilities because the current volunteers are not being replaced by younger members 
of the community. As people get older they are less willing or able to continue to carry 
out the voluntary roles as they have done in the past. 

Every village organisation that is reliant on volunteers is now desperate for new 
volunteers to come forward to help keep the facilities up and running. 

I guess about now, many people will have stopped reading and say “I don’t have 
time”. Unlike previous generations people have more demands on their time; many are 
trying to juggle work, child care and home life. But just stop for a moment to think 
about why you chose to live in the village, and the aspects of village life that make it a 
good place to live. If just 10% of the adult population volunteered to assist just one 
organisation for one hour a week, it would make a huge difference.   
Bugbrooke Parish Council 

Grounds-man or woman Needed 
John Chapman has been preparing the cricket wicket for St. Michaels 74 Cricket Club, 
(now merged with Bugbrooke Cricket Club) since 1974. He now feels it is time to have 
a well earned rest, and would like to train up a new recruit for the role. 

There is therefore a vacancy for this job.  It would ideally suit anyone of any age 
who wants to keep active, contribute to the community, and enjoy the friendship and 
social  activities of the now thriving village cricket club. 

John will be around to welcome and train the new recruit, and to support them in 
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their vital role. The ongoing support of the ground-staff at the Camp Farm pitch will 
also be available in ensuring the new grounds-person has an enjoyable and solid 
start in the role. 

If you are interested please call John Chapman direct on 07747 317064 or 
email to jc-sm@tiscali.co.uk. 
Geoff Cooke 

Volunteer Drivers needed 
TADD is a long-established local charity operating a door to door 
community transport service for people in our parish and across 
the SNC area. The service enables the elderly and disabled to 
attend medically related appointments and services, is affordable 
and helps retain independence in the absence of suitable public 
transport and avoid reliance on family, friends and neighbours. 

 This year, TADD have been actively appealing for more 
volunteer drivers and, whilst this has met with some success, more 
are still needed to enable them to meet demand and to enable 
them to extend the service to more users. 

There are many people who rely on TADD in our parish, so if 
you have a little spare time and are a driver please consider 
volunteering to help your neighbours.  You never know when you 
might need to use the service yourself! 

Drivers need to have access to a car, be available on a fairly regular basis and 
complete a DBS check.  Mileage is reimbursed at the HMRC rate, insurance 
premiums are not effected and journeys are allocated weekly by mutual agreement. 

To learn more about volunteering for TADD visit 
 www.towcesterareadoor2door.com  
or email  volunteer@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk 

Road Safety Survey 
The Police Road Safety Team have conducted a Traffic Survey for two weeks on 
Church Lane. 

Week One in May recorded 33616 vehicles passing the Church in 8 days. Of 
these 805 were Light Goods Vehicles and 41 were Heavy Goods Vehicles. In total 
5042 vehicles were at or exceeding 35mph in the 30mph zone. Week Two in July 
recorded 24580 vehicles passing the church in 7 days. Of these 8304 were Light 
Goods Vehicles and 719 were Heavy Goods Vehicles. In total 3252 vehicles were at 
or exceeding 35mph in the 30mph zone. 

The recent activities of the Village Speed Watch Volunteers would confirm that 
vehicles were clearly slowing down when the Speed Camera was spotted. 
 Alan Kent, Speed Watch Coordinator on behalf of the Parish Council. 

“Bugbrooke Petal Walks”  
This is the second of six walks on the footpaths around Bugbrooke, specially chosen 
for their ability to show the history and natural wonders of the neighbourhood. 
Starting and ending in the village, all six trace the outline of a flower petal. To avoid 
the narrative being long-winded, only the main landmarks are given here. If you’d 
like more detail, call Alan on 01604 833685. 

http://www.towcesterareadoor2door.com
mailto:volunteer@towcesterareadoor2door.co.uk
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Just a reminder: none of the walks is over-strenuous but preparation with stout 
footwear, clothing to match the weather and something to keep you fed and watered 
is never a bad idea. Having a good map to hand is pretty vital. A walking stick comes 
in really handy. Lastly, if you’re the sort of person inclined to pick up the rare piece of 
litter en route, an old carrier bag is good to have. 
Petal Walk No. 2: Rothersthorpe and Back. 8.5 miles and 3.5 hours. OS Explorer 
Map No. 207. 
Start at “The Wharf” (Grid Reference 671569). If you’re leaving a car here it’s a nice 
courtesy to let them know and they’ll no doubt welcome you for refreshments on your 
return. 

 Head off through the village, out on 
the Rothersthorpe road to the Community 
Centre. Pick up the footpath going south 
west to Rothersthorpe itself, the last bit of 
which is by road. 
 At Rothersthorpe church, if it’s open, 
take a look at the memorial inside to the 
crew of the Wellington bomber that 
crashed nearby in 1944. Rothersthorpe has 
a distinguished past and you can still see 
what’s left of its motte & bailey, referred to 

as “The Berry”. 

Take the footpath at GR 716567 across 
fallow land, past two medieval fishponds, to 
the Northampton arm of the Grand Union 
canal. 

Join the Grand Union itself and, at 
bridge No.46, head uphill to Gayton with St. 
Mary’s church on the horizon. Check out the 
amazing holly bush at the church door 
before proceeding through the village 
overlooking Northampton. Go past “The 

Eykyn Arms” to the “Gayton 2000AD” 
sign at the crossroads. Take the Eastcote 
road for 300 yards or so then branch right 
on the bridlepath to Dalscote. 
 Pick up the footpath from Dalscote 
to Eastcote and, past “The Eastcote 
Arms” (open sometimes so best to check 
ahead, good beer, pizzas at weekends) 
head over the crossroads down to the old 
Northampton to Banbury road. Cross 
over and carry on northerly to Littliff Farm 
via a hidden lake at GR 676553. Good 
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views towards Northampton and to Bugbrooke itself from Littliff. 
Finding your way back to “The Wharf” from here is pretty straightforward. Hope 

you enjoy it! 
Petal Walk No. 3 (Litchborough and back) will appear in the next Bugbrooke 

LINK. 
Alan Robertshaw 

Nature Notes 
As I write in early September, the meteorological autumn is just under way. Or, if you 
prefer to hang on to summer, then wait until 23rd September for the equinox and the 
start of the astronomical autumn when the days and nights are of equal length… then 
the nights get longer than the days until the spring equinox and things start to swap 
around again. 

There is certainly a hint of autumn in the air now, but I like to see the foliage on 
the trees turning red and gold and falling to the ground and then I feel that autumn is 
really here. Autumn can be wonderful… there’s nothing better than putting on a warm 
jumper, scarf, and hat and going for a walk with the dog in the mellow sunshine when 
the sun is low in the sky and kicking up the leaves… coming back home and lighting a 
roaring log fire and toasting thick slices of bread, spread with butter and jam… 
perhaps the fruits of your garden during the summer months. We’re currently 
enjoying the rhubarb and mandarin jam made earlier this year. 

So what is going on during September and October? It’s a good idea not to be 
too tidy in the borders during the autumn months so there are places for creatures 
who are getting ready for winter to find suitable hideaways for shelter when 
temperatures gradually fall, leaves flurry to the ground, giving opportunities for 
creatures to be kept warm during the cold winter nights. Animals with fur will grow 
thicker coats to help keep them warm. Birds are migrating and those that bravely 
stick around look for warm, dry roosting places for overnight. Squirrels gather 
acorns, nuts, fruits, seeds, hips and haws and bury them. They then return to their 
cache during the winter months. Sometimes they don’t find them all and we have so 
many young oak saplings coming up in our boarders. The nearest oaks are about 
100 yards from our garden… but they carry them all the way over to our garden and 
stash them away to see them through the winter months. I’ve often wondered if we 
were to gather acorns and put them on the feeding stations whether they would 
favour those rather than gorge themselves on the winter mix we put out for the small 
birds. I somehow doubt it, the grass is always greener on the other side. 
The birds certainly know that the cooler days are on the way as they’re busy 
fattening themselves up for the change of season. There is definitely a bit more 
competition for food. Today I watched a crow and a squirrel taking it in turns to chase 
the other… quite comical really. The squirrel could have scurried up a tree, the crow 
flown off, but they enjoyed tormenting one another by just hopping or scampering 
just a few feet away. Well-matched. 

Occasionally, the UK will enjoy a balmy Indian Summer where it gets 
unseasonably warmer again for a short while when the sun on the trees gives such a 
splendid colour palette. I sometimes feel that autumn can excel other seasons with 
its swansong before the leaves drop and winter starts. 
Pamela Cox 
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Bugbrooke  OAP’s  Christmas Gift Scheme 
We are holding our annual WINE TASTING this year on FRIDAY OCTOBER 18TH 
with a 7 for 7.30pm start. 

The event is to be held at the RUGBY CLUB CLUBHOUSE, located at the 
village playing fields. 

There will be 7 wines with a light supper served at the interval. 
Please book early to reserve your place. Tickets are available from  either  

Linda Hartgrove  on 07837 733664, Jen Woodgate on 07788 723223 or Harben 
hairdressers. 

In this edition of` ‘LINK’ you will find the application form for the Gift Voucher 
that is available to all pensioners residing in the village aged 65 and over.  This has 
been made possible by our fundraising events and the generosity of local 
businesses, organisations and individuals who have enabled the scheme to 
continue.  
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

Cornhill Open Afternoon 
Hi, all! We’ve just had an amazing afternoon on Saturday 31st August at Cornhill. 

My daughter Sarah had a friend of hers from Bugbrooke asking if she and a few 
others could have a look at the dance floor at Cornhill to remember the old days. 
Sarah and I asked about using Cornhill and then set a date. We had a three hour 
slot, cakes and teas were provided and we were absolutely bowled over by the 
response from locals and local villages who really wanted to see Cornhill again and 
look around. There were at least 170 visitors and some 30 Church members helped 
or brought folks along.  

It was such a great way to make new friends and meet old friends. Thank you to 
all who came. 
 Brian Britten, Bugbrooke Chapel 

Bugbrooke and Harpole Cubs Go Camping 
The Cubs in Bugbrooke recently had the chance to go on a camping adventure for a 
full weekend of fun and games at the Scout-owned Quarries Campsite in Cosgrove 
near Milton Keynes, which is kitted out for scouting events with specialist equipment 
such as a climbing wall, rifle range and archery area. I was lucky enough to join the 
pack as a parent helper. 
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Joining over 100 other boys and girls from cub packs around Daventry and 
District, the camp lasted from Friday night to Sunday afternoon and was packed full 

of activities for the children to enjoy. 
Friday night was all about setting up camp – after 
settling in, the children enjoyed a treasure hunt 
around the site and supper after the sun went 
down. Needless to say, there was plenty of 
chatting when it was time for bed and no one got 
too much sleep the first night, but there were still 
lots of smiles in the morning, albeit accompanied 
by some bleary eyes! 
All day Saturday and Sunday morning were the 
times for activities, with loads of amazing 
experiences on offer. From craft activities, rope 
making, knot-tying and recycling activities to 

traditional games, rifle shooting and archery, everyone had an 
absolute ball. My personal favourite was back wood cooking 
(which I first misunderstood as ‘backward cooking’ – an entirely 
different thing!) where the children prepared and baked their 
own bread, made chocolate bananas, and cooked popcorn – 
all over open fires. 

Special thanks must go to the cubs’ parents who lovingly 
made and provided cakes which kept everyone going 
throughout the weekend at the frequent rest breaks. 

Saturday night closed with traditional songs and stories 
around a big campfire, held in the specially-built fire pit, with 
rising tiers of seating around the outside so everyone could 
see and take part. All the cub packs were given the chance to 
perform, and three boys from Bugbrooke valiantly demostrated their musical and 
poetic talents to the group by singing a little ditty they had made up themselves. I 
shan’t repeat it here, but it got many laughs! 

All-in-all, it was a great experience for all involved. The safety of the site, along 
with the security provided by having so 
many qualified adult helpers on hand, 
meant that the children could enjoy a large 
degree of independence and freedom 
within a structured and well-supervised 
environment. Over the course of the camp, 
even though it was just two nights, it was 
apparent that the boys grew in confidence 
and made some good friends, and it was a 
privilege to be a part of such an experience. 

Meeting every week in term time at the 
Scout Hut in Bugbrooke (next to the Rugby 
Club), boys and girls are both welcome to 
the 3 age groups: 

Beavers for ages 6 – 8 years: Thursdays 6 – 7pm 
Cubs for ages 8 – 10½ years: Mondays 6 – 7:30pm 
Scouts for 10½ - 14 years: Mondays 7:30 – 9pm 
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Please contact Sue on 07512 765034 or email bugbrooke.scouts@outlook.com 
if you’re interested in finding out more for your child, or if you’re interested in 
volunteering. 
Tim Freed, Section Assistant, Bugbrooke and Harpole Cubs 

Bugbrooke Beavers 
Beavers have been fortunate with the weather this term, we have managed to avoid 
the rain and go outside and have some adventures. We started the term with talking 
about pets and how we looked after 
them for our animal carer badge. 
We also had a visit from Animals in 
Need, who brought a hedgehog and 
tortoise for the Beavers to learn how 
to look after. We went on a mini 
beast hunt where many mini beasts 
were found and then the following 
week Beavers made bug hotels. 
Beavers have also visited Daventry 
Country Park where they did some 
pond dipping in the lake and for 
some they also paddled in the lake. 
They also enjoyed playing in the 
newly refurbished park. Last week 
Beavers visited Everdon Stubbs 
where they built shelters. They 
demonstrated some really good team work and planning for their shelters. Over the 
next few weeks we will be starting our health and fitness badge where we will be 
keeping fit outside and learning how to keep healthy. 

Bugbrooke Scouts 
Scouts have had a busy summer term. They planned a trip to London; you can read 
their account of the trip below and have completed their local knowledge badge. 
They learnt many things about 
the village that they were 
unaware of and were able to 
show fellow scouts how to get 
to places within the village. 
They have started to learn how 
to read a map and identified the 
symbols used by playing some 
games. They have had a visit 
from Towcester food bank and 
were surprised at the people 
who use a food bank and have 
helped Cubs to ensure that the 
tents were intact for the camp 
they will be attending in July. 

In Scouts we decided to go 
to London to RAF Hendon 

mailto:bugbrooke.scouts@outlook.com


21 

 



22 

 



23 

 

museum to earn our aircraft stage 2 badges and expedition badge. To do this we 
needed to plan how to get to London. We spent some time in the scout meetings 
preparing for our trip. We looked at maps and timetables and other research to plan 
our journey to London. We decided to catch the 7.20am bus to the train station where 
we caught the 8.25am train which would arrive in London at 09.30am. We then looked 
at tube maps to plan our route to Hendon, which meant taking the Northern line to 
Collingwood tube station and then a short walk to the museum. 

We arrived in London as planned and arrived at the museum at 10.30am. At the 
entrance of the museum there was a spitfire where we all posed for a photo. We then 
went into hanger one and we were greeted by a huge seaplane (Short Sunderland) 
which we could walk around. We walked through that and due to the limited space 
decided to put our bag in the lockers. After putting our bags in the lockers we went 
through the museum and saw a display of helmets and headwear through the history 
of the RAF. We continued into the museum where were there was a gallery of missiles 
which were huge. There was a model of a plane made from everyday DIY items and 
then around the corner there was a sea King rescue helicopter which Price William 
used to fly. We spent some time playing the interactive computer games and then 
entered Hanger 2. 

In Hanger 2 there were models of the first planes (monoplanes). It was 
interesting as all the planes were made from wood and show how planes have 
evolved. We then went into hanger 3/4/5 where there were lots of jets and fighter 
planes throughout the years and a model of an ejector seat explaining how they were 
developed and why. There were helicopters and bombers from WW2 and they were 
huge. There was a Halifax plane recovered from a Norwegian lake under ice. It had 
been shot down by a German warship called the Turpitz and was still in its damaged 
state. There was also a display of the medical service and how planes were used to 
evacuate casualties. In Hanger 6 there were the modern planes and the RAF 
accomplishments throughout time. 

We left the museum at 5.30pm and took the tube back to Euston station where 
we found a McDonalds to have something to eat. We then caught the train and bus 
back to the Scout hut where we then watched a film and stayed overnight. We 
watched The Mask. In the morning we went to Daventry Country park to meet with 
other scout groups from Daventry District where we helped to plant flowers and trees. 
We then returned to the scout hut and were picked up by our parents. 
Charlie, Josh, Henry, Harry and Flynn 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
The summer seems to have raced by - why does summer seem so short and winter 
seem so long? We enjoyed a day at the Floral Art and Design Show at the Business 
Design Centre, Islington on a very hot August day. Well done Simone and Lucy on 
your award. Also in August we held a coffee morning in aid of Workbridge raising 
£200+ to support their work. We are now looking forward to our October meeting 
which is for members only. We will be marking our 45th anniversary with Alison 
Suffolk and Emma Remington who will present 'And then there were Two'. Everyone 
is welcome on 25th November to enjoy a demonstration by Mark Entwistle. Visitors 
are always welcome at our friendly club - 4th Monday of each month at 7.45pm in 
Nether Heyford Village Hall.   
Jane Barker                                                                    
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Me and my “Twin” 
It can be very unsettling, when you arrive in a new village, to be told that you are 
there already. In 1977 when we moved to Bugbrooke, in due course I went down to 
the Post Office to sort out my family allowance, only to be told by Terry Ward “We’re 
got one of you already, we don’t want no more!” As I met more and more people who 
had lived in the village all their lives, I noticed the same reaction when I mentioned 
my name but thought it was just their reaction to a newcomer. 

However …. fast forward four years and I was doing Avon rounds.  At that time 
the Jesus Fellowship were fairly militant and [my opinion only] felt that cosmetics 
were ‘a bad thing’ so I was used to people calling out to me and handing back the 
booklet. As I proceeded up Pilgrims Lane one morning, there was a shout from one 
of the bungalows:  “Are you Diana Cockrill?” 

I turned and said that I was. “I used to be, too,” she replied. “Come in and have 
a cup of coffee.” 

So this was the mysterious other person. Not too unlike me, either. Both of us 
short and square, and as I discovered, both fluent French speakers, though she had 
gone into teaching and I had taken up bi-lingual secretarial work. She was in fact 
Diana Jones, and had two grown-up sons, being a little older than I was with my four-
year-old daughter. She introduced me to her father, and we discovered that they 
spelt their surname with an e – Cockerill – unlike us. 

Over the years I went on several of the trips to France that she organised and 
very much enjoyed them. Her father was convinced that somehow, in the dim distant 
past, we were all related but alas, he died before any research could be done about 
it.  And I am sure that when I was elected to the Parish Council, many people who 
voted for me thought they were voting for her. Only a few years ago when I called 
one of the Heygate brothers to ask about picking some apples from one of their at 
the time un-tenanted houses, I was greeted warmly and had to explain that I wasn’t 
etc. etc. 

And now ‘the other Diana’, subsequently Diana Moore, has passed away. I’m 
sure a great many people from Bugbrooke will have sent messages of sympathy to 
her family and I would like to add my own. Although in recent years I’ve only seen her 
in passing, just enough to say “Hi, Di,”, somehow with her departure from the scene it 
feels as if a block of my village life has fallen into the sea. I think perhaps Diana 
would appreciate some lines from the Roman poet Catullus: 

 Atque in perpetuum, frater, ave atque vale  [brother, for all time hail and 
farewell] 
 [the remaining] Diana Cockrill 

Bugbrooke Church 
Over the last few months a lot of work has taken place in the church thanks to 
generous grants and donations. Substantial repairs and maintenance have been 
completed and the ‘servery’ is now ‘up and running’. We now have the means to 
utilise the building more for the benefit of the community but while it’s early days, we 
hope to soon be in a position to host a variety of events so keep an eye on facebook 
(the village page as well as the church page) for details. 

By the time you read this we will have held an Afternoon Tea in aid of MacMillan 
and thank you to all who attended and helped us raise some money for this 
worthwhile cause. 
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Tree of Light service – Sunday, 1st December at 4 p.m.  
Christmas is approaching fast and this is always a time when we remember family 
and friends who are no longer with us. This service gives us an opportunity to spend 
some quiet time remembering them. Our Christmas Tree is covered in lights 
representing the lives of those dear to us and these lights are turned on at the start of 
this service and continue to shine whenever the church is open throughout the 
Christmas period. Many people also find comfort in writing messages on gold stars to 
hang on the tree after the service. The names of those to be remembered are read 
out during the service and will appear in a Book of Remembrance beside the tree 
which can be viewed throughout the Christmas period.  

All we ask is that you give a donation for each person you remember and 
please include ages of children and young adults as these are remembered 
separately. This year donations will be divided equally between Alzheimer’s Society, 
Great Ormond Street Hospital and Bugbrooke St. Michael and All Angels Church. 

Please give names to be remembered, a contact telephone number in case of 
any queries, and donations (cheques made payable to Bugbrooke PCC) to the 
Church Office, Church Lane, Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3PB between 4th 
November and 22nd November to allow sufficient time for the list to be compiled and 
the Book of Remembrance to be printed.  

For further details the office can be contacted on 01604830373, or e-mail 
thebenef iceofbhkandr@gmai l .com  or  check  out  our  webs i te 
www.bugbrookechurch.co.uk 
Judy Smith 

Village Green 
I don’t know about you, but I find that food is never far from my mind. It came as a 
shock to find out that the food industry has a massive contribution to climate change, 
apparently responsible for around a quarter of global greenhouse gas emissions. 
Aside from the emissions from food production, food waste has a carbon footprint 4x 
higher than aviation. To put that in perspective, if food waste was a country it would 
be the world’s 3rd biggest emitter of greenhouse gases. 

The good news is that individuals can drastically cut their carbon footprint by 
making small changes. As a family, we’ve already started to cut down on red meat 
for health reasons, and it turns out that consuming less meat, particularly beef and 
lamb, really helps the environment. I’m trying to go one step further and cut down on 
dairy produce…now I don’t think I could ever give up cheese, but I have swapped 
cow’s milk in favour of oat milk and was pleasantly surprised to find my coffee tastes 
even better now! 

Another way to choose a more environmentally friendly option is to consider 
food miles. We’re lucky to have a wide variety of independent local producers in 
Northamptonshire, but for those items not on our doorstep, choosing UK grown/
reared is usually better than long haul imports. This is especially true when it comes 
to beef, as vast swathes of the Amazon are deforested to make way for cattle farms, 
which means loss of vital rainforest (particularly poignant as I write). Generally, 
choosing fruit and vegetables that are in season means they are UK grown; and for 
the ultimate 0 food miles I’m planning to attempt growing some of our own (even if it 
ends up being some herbs on the windowsill). 

In terms of minimising the impact of food waste, ensuring that all household 
food waste goes into the food caddy, rather than the black bin, is another quick win. 

mailto:thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com
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That stops the release of greenhouse gases from food rotting in landfill, and helps 
your black bin stay a bit fresher.  

I’ve found that meal planning helps prevent food going out of date before we’ve 
had  to use it. Also, there are a number of local initiatives that look to reduce food 
waste by making excess supermarket food available to the public for a donation – so 
you can find a bargain too! 

 Have meat-free days 
 Even just cutting down on meat and dairy consumption is great for the 

environment 

 Fill up your food caddy 
 Placing food waste in the caddy rather than black bin will help cut 

emissions from food rotting in landfill 

 Minimise food miles 
   Choosing local produce also helps support local businesses 

 Grow your own? 
  The ultimate in 0 food miles! 

 Embrace zero waste 
   Pay a visit to some of the local food waste diversion initiatives 

Clare Slater, Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/ 

Bugbrooke Village Church Fete 
Everyone who is interested in the future of the fete is welcome to attend an open 
meeting on Wed 9th October 7-30 pm at the Sunday School/ cafe. Drinks and 
nibbles will be served in exchange for your ideas and suggestions. 
We look forward to seeing some new faces. 

Ride and Stride, Northants Historic Churches 
Thank you to all who supported the riders and striders back in September. The 
welcome folks received was very much appreciated by all the visitors. 
Jane Causebrook 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Just a reminder that the Friends of the Church is a registered charity which enables 
all the residents of Bugbrooke, whether church goers or not, to contribute to the 
upkeep of our beautiful village church. 
Wine Tasting 
 Our next fund raising event will be a wine tasting on Friday 6th December at the 
Community Centre. If previous years’ events are anything to go by the evening will 
be really great fun. Tickets will be on sale later in October. Members and previous 
supporters will be getting a letter shortly with details. If anyone else is interested 
please contact me (tel 830933) or any committee member. 
Puzzle Weekend 
By the time this issue of LINK Magazine comes out, our Puzzle and Games 
Weekend for All the Family will have taken place in the Church. I take this 
opportunity to thank in advance all those who organised, helped and took part in this 
event. I am sure it will have been a success. 
Living advent calendar 
In the weeks running up to Christmas we are looking to organise a Living Advent 
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Calendar, which is something we tried for the first time last year. The aim is to have a 
different house switch on their Christmas lights and show off their house decorations 
on a succession of days leading up to Christmas. People can gather and folk can 
provide refreshments and collect donations for The Friends of Church (and/or if they 
wish for their own local charity). It is up to them how big or how small an event they 
want to make it. 

If you are interested please contact Jane Causebrook tel 830376, 
email janecausebrook@hotmail.com for further details, or check it out on the village 
page on Facebook.  
Membership 
If you are not already a member, but would like to become one and support our work 
in helping preserve our village’s lovely church, then please contact our Treasurer, 
Tony Pace, 4 Laddermakers Yard tel 01604 832516 or any committee member. Or 
you may be able pick up an application form from the Church or the café. The cost is 
only £5 per person a year. There is no need to be a churchgoer to become a member 
of Friends.  
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke WI 
Our members evening in July was a great success. The Committee sat back and 
enjoyed the buffet and light hearted quiz and games organised by the Members. 
In August twelve of us went to Frost's Garden Centre at Woburn Sands for some 
retail therapy and a delicious cream tea. We thoroughly enjoyed our afternoon out. 
We are looking forward to our September meeting when Annette and John 
Christophers are giving a talk on the history of pottery followed by a chance for us all 
to take part in making an item which will then be fired and sent back for us to raffle at 
a future meeting. 

October brings our annual meeting which will start off with a hot meal before the 
main business of the evening. Although this is a serious meeting we do enjoy 
listening to the reports which jog our memories of the year's activities. 
"Rwanda - Mountain Gorillas and Life Saving Cows" is the title of our November talk. 
Who would not be intrigued by this title and want to know more? Susan Burdett will 
give this talk which should be very interesting. 

We are finishing off the year with musical entertainment by Andy Smith to put us 
in the mood for Christmas. Maybe we will have mince pies!   

Visitors are always welcome to our meetings which take place on the first 
Monday of the month (unless this is a Bank Holiday) at 7.30 in the Community 
Centre. There is a charge of £4.50 for visitors. 
Muriel Smith and Brenda Astell  

Village Profile 
Sue Marchant -  Retired senior lecturer University of Northampton, 
Chair of U3A, Room guide at Canons Ashby, member of Arts Society, 
Church Recording  and Daventry Choral Society, helper at 
Community Cafe 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I have lived here for 43 years but was born in Rushden. I went to a 
very small village school and then to Wellingborough High School. Then I went for 3 
years training to be a science teacher at Goldsmiths College University of London 
and lived in Brixton. I have taught in a variety of secondary schools but mainly in 
Bedford and Wellingborough (Weavers School). When I married Paul, we lived in 

mailto:janecausebrook@hotmail.com
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Alsace then came to live in Bugbrooke because he was working for Timken and 
needed easy access to the Motorway. 
Did you continue to teach at Wellingborough? 
After the birth of my first child I taught part time there and then full time in other local 
schools such as Campion, Towcester and Daventry. At the same time I was studying 
for an Open University Degree in Science and Education. It was while teaching ‘A’ 
Level at Campion that an opportunity came to teach  A level Biology at Nene College 
and this developed into a full time post in the School of Health, teaching physiology 
and genetics. I studied for a Masters Degree at Leicester University and  in my 50's, I 
became an Academic Tutor. I enjoyed this job immensely as I helped students with 
little academic background, to succeed in achieving the qualifications they needed. 
One guy was a cabinet maker and is now Senior Scientist at Cranfield. Mature 
women in particular needed help to develop assertiveness and confidence, as their 
families continued to expect that all the daily household chores would be done and 
not to be disrupted by their studies. Several of these women are now successfully 
working in hospitals. Helping individual students from all courses and many parts of 
the world, each with academic problems, towards empowerment, was very 
rewarding. I worked for 24 years at the University and loved it. (Nene College has 
now become the University of Northampton.) 
Teaching science can be wonderful but were there any times when things went 
wrong? 
To examine live locusts you need to cool them down so they become inactive and go 
to sleep. We got them out of the fridge to examine them but as they warmed up they 
woke up  and flew in a swarm out of the window. 
Once we were doing a survey of snails and so that we didn’t count them twice we 
marked them with tippex. Counting again we were surprised to find that many had 
disappeared. The white marks had made them more easy to spot by the birds. 
If you could start again would you choose a different career? 
No definitely not. 
Did you have a happy childhood?. 
Yes. We lived in the country. I had one younger sister who now lives near Windsor. I 
remember there was a Nissan hut about a mile from our house where my mother 
played for church services and where we put on concerts. I was encouraged to take 
part. This did so much for self confidence. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
I like its rural location and most important to me, I like the people here. 
Is there anything you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
People are very important to me, and I find it sad when more people don’t step up to 
help out in community organisations. But I don’t think this is a problem only in 
Bugbrooke. 
What attracted you to the U3A? 
This is the University of the Third Age. It is open to everyone. I wanted to learn new 
things. There are special interest groups which concentrate on particular activities, - 
Scrabble, Music Appreciation, Music for Pleasure, Book club, Genealogy, 
Photography, and French, Conversation. You can swap books and go on trips. It’s a 
friendly group with 85 members. We meet together to be informed and have fun. Not 
only can you meet people from Bugbrooke but also people from outside the village.  
The general meetings are the third Monday of every month 2pm at the Community 
Centre, when we have some really good speakers and there’s tea and chocolate 
biscuits!! 
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What is Church Recording?  
This is very interesting. I am concentrating on Gayton Church and developing a 
church trail. All the contents must be recorded, their provenance and what each item 
is made of. I have learnt a lot of church architectural terms. 
When were your happiest moments? 
The birth of my children. 
In 1980  I was called "three times lucky" by a newspaper, as I had given birth to my 
baby son, got my degree and Paul had been promoted, all at the same time. 
What are you most proud of? 
My three children. They have grown up to be wise and wonderful parents. I have  two 
grandchildren and another one on the way. Also I am proud of what my students 
have achieved. 
Do you have an ambition? 
Paul and I always planned to travel when we retired. Sadly he died before this could 
happen. I would like to visit Australia and New Zealand. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
I love singing with the Daventry Choral Society. My thanks to Sue Pace for 
encouraging me to join. I went to Italy with the choir to sing in Florence this year and 
we were featured on Italian television and You-tube. 
 I used to play hockey for the school, but now my only sport is Line Dancing, more 
enthusiasm than skill but fun. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
Umbria in Italy. 
What is your favourite restaurant? 
The Bakers Arms in Bugbrooke. 
What/who do you admire? 
I admire people with a sense of social and environmental responsibility. The Green 
party embody some of these ideals. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
I like history books, The Greatest Knight William Marshall by Thomas Asbridge would 
be my choice,  or possibly one by Ken Follett, CJ Sansom or Robert Harris. 
Is there anything that frightens you? 
Old age and small spaces. 
Have you any advice for young people? 
Don’t lose your enthusiasm to correct social inequalities. Stay determined to fight 
global warming and other global problems. Keep the fire in your belly. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
As someone warm and approachable. 
What in life is most important to you? 
My family, friends and Henry, my cat. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Santa’s Visit This Year 
Hello all, Santa here 

 I have a busy schedule this year but I will be visiting Bugbrooke as usual. 
This year I will be around on Friday 20th December from 6:30 pm. 

For more updates please visit "Santa in Bugbrooke” on Facebook. 
Oh one more thing, Has anyone seen my boots? The mischievous elves have taken 
them! 
Santa 
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This Collared Dove and its mate took up 
residence in the grape-vine just outside 
Chris Groves-Kirkby’s kitchen window while 
they were away earlier in August. They 
were unobtrusively engaged in hatching out 
their offspring. According to Wikipedia, Col-
lared Doves are monogamous and share 
child-care duties equally.  At the moment, 
they definitely seem to be taking turns at 
sitting on the eggs. 

The harvest picture and this one of the lane leading to the canal 
and the Old Crown were taken by Kaye Adams in August 
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Bugbrooke Family Morning 
A mums’ and tots’ group for pre-school children 
We are back after the long summer holidays.  If you are looking for somewhere to 
take your pre-school children so they can play and meet other children, then Bug-
brooke Family Morning is the place to come.  We are open on Thursday mornings 
during term time in the old Sunday School building in Church Lane Bugbrooke (on a 
day when the Community Café is closed).  We open at 8.50am and finish at 11am. 

It is also a good place for the grown-ups to meet each other (especially if you’re 
new to the village) and we supply refreshments for you while you have a chat and 
play with your children. We only ask for a small donation.  We welcome everyone; 
mums, dads, grandparents, carers, anyone who looks after pre-school children. 

Bugbrooke Family Morning has been open for about 40 years and is run by a 
friendly team of volunteers who set up the hall with lots of toys including playdough, 

paints, building toys, baby toys, puzzles, a farm, a doll’s house and much more. Dur-
ing the morning we supply the children with a drink and biscuit. 

So come along and see what we get up to and you can also follow us on Face-
book under Bugbrooke Family Morning. 
Gerry Clarke, Marilyn Denny and Anne Jenkins. 
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Bugbrooke History Group 
Photos :  The book of Bugbrooke photos should be available very soon. There was 
an encouraging response to our request for more photos and there are now 
approximately 400 pictures included. 

 If your photo is not in the book there is a reason. 
(1) It may be that it did not fall within the years 1980 – 1999 
(2) The definition may not be clear enough 
(3) There may already be a photo of the same event. 
Please understand  that every effort has been made to portray the village of 

Bugbrooke and its activities during those interesting years when the population grew 
and we moved towards the next millennium.  Also of note is that all the people are 
not named, as they have been in previous books. This is because the law relating to 
privacy has lately become much tighter. We are sure that many readers will be able 
to recognise and name the unnamed. 

By the time you read this the summer of 2019 will be a memory, and that goes 
for the Summer Walk.  I hope that everyone enjoyed it. 

Our next meeting will be November 13th. Everyone is welcome. 
Pat Kent - secretary 

Royal Hussars After Cornhill 
In the August LINK, Stan Clark described how the 13th/18th Royal Hussars were 
encamped at Cornhill Manor before disappearing shortly before D-Day, June 6, 
1944. Readers might want to know what happened next! 

The Hussars were known as Queen Mary’s Own and were transferred to the 
Royal Armoured Corps in April 1939. 

During the Second World War, they 
served in the Battle of France in 1940, being 
evacuated via Dunkirk. 

The year before D-Day was devoted to 
intensive training on amphibious tanks in the 
greatest secrecy. The tanks were fitted with a 
collapsible screen which enabled them to 
float and were equipped with Chrysler 
engines and driven by propellers. 

On D-Day itself, the tanks were 
launched from their landing craft 5,000 yards 
from Sword Beach. Of the 40 tanks, 33 got 
into the water and 31 reached the beach. As 
soon as they “touched down,” they began 
firing and quickly knocked out a number of 
75mm, 50mm and 20mm enemy guns.  They 
were the first Allied tanks to lay a track on 
French soil and subsequently fought all the 
way through France, Belgium and Germany 
until the final Nazi surrender in May 1945. 

The Hussars were posted to Northampton Barracks in 
Wolfenbuttel, Germany, in March 1946. Post-war duties also involved spells in Libya 
(1948), Egypt (1950), Malaya (1950-53 and 1958-61), and Aden (1957-58 and 1967) 
as an armoured car regiment. It also sent troops to Northern Ireland (1972, 1975, 

House to house fighting at Riva Bella near 
Ouistreham, Normandy. 

Picture by Sgt G Laws, Army Film and 
Photographic Unit (from the collections of 
the Imperial War Museums) 
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1977 and 1985) during "The Troubles" and served with the United Nations 
peacekeepers on Cyprus (1979 and 1986). 

On 1 December 1992, the regiment amalgamated with the 15th/19th The 
King’s Royal Hussars to form The Light Dragoons. 
 Peter Clarke 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from 
middle-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm 
and non-members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book and 
Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, 
‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of 
Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble. Some activities are shown on the 
‘Gallery’ page of the website and the Photography Group has its own dedicated 
display page. 
Future events: 
Monday 21 October at 2.00pm – ‘Barrow to Baghdad and Back’ by Philip Caine. The 
author of the ‘Jack Castle’ novels describes his varied life, starting in the hotel 
industry in Barrow, followed by 30 years managing projects across three continents. 
Monday 18 November at 2.00pm – ‘The Life and Times of a Ship’s Pilot’ by William 
Wells. Captain Wells traces the history of pilotage from Phoenician times to the 
computers and satellite navigation of today. 
Enquiries to 01604-830165 (Linda New) or https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene 

WIPS Goes Poaching 
After World War 2 food was rationed in England until 1950. This meant that each 
person was only allowed a certain amount of Milk, Cheese, Eggs and Meat etc each 
week. This caused some hardship for poorer families who would try to make things 
better by keeping Chickens or Pigs in their back gardens. Wips’ family only had 
room for a few Chickens so meat was in short supply.                                       

This was not acceptable to Wips’ father. Like other soldiers who had risked 
their lives in the Army they were less than enamoured by those who had stayed at 
home because they were in sheltered occupations. They were particularly put out 
when landowners seemed to resent it when they tried to improve their meat intake 
by resorting to a bit of poaching. This was compounded by the fact that there were 
so many rabbits about that they ate crops to ground level for 10 yards either side of 
hedges or even further near Canal or Railway embankments. There was little 
compunction, therefore, about helping themselves to this free source of food for their 
families.                                          

Different poachers had varying methods. Some took Terriers with them to flush 
rabbits out of hedges and then shot them as they ran for safety. This had the 
disadvantage of leaving lead shot in the rabbit and also alerted others to their 
location and the possibility of a confrontation. Others had Ferrets. They would use a 
dog to chase rabbits down their holes and would then peg nets over each possible 
escape. The Ferret was then put in the warren. Being a relative of Stoats and 
Weasels the release of the Ferret created havoc which caused the Rabbits to run for 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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the exits only to be caught in the nets. The poacher would then take them from the 
net, hang them up by their back  legs, then hit them at the back of the neck to break 
their necks. They were then ready for carrying home either in a small, unobtrusive, 
sack or in long pockets sewn into their trousers. The Ferrets also travelled by this 
method.                                         

Wips’ dad used neither of these methods. He had a great rabbiting dog, a wire 
haired terrier called Max, who had a marvellous instinct for the job. Wips’ Dad would 
have a telepathic link to the dog. He would lift Wips up and put him in the middle of a 
hedge and then take Max some way down the hedge and let him work his way 
towards Wips pushing the rabbits his way. When they arrived at Wips it was his job 
to wave his arms and shout so as to frighten them out of the hedge. They would then 
be confronted by dad or the dog who would be hot on their heels. Wips often 
marvelled at dad’s accuracy with a half brick or short stick. Even if he missed slightly 
it distracted the rabbit enough for the dog to pounce on it. Even if the rabbit made it 
to a hole it was not the end of the chase, Wips would be put by the hole to stop any 
escape and dad would go along the hedge to find a long briar. He would cut a sturdy 
length and return to the hole when he would put the briar down the hole, give it a few 
turns to tangle it in the fur, then pull the rabbit out. The best score Wips ever saw 
from one hole was 7 whilst poaching up the Clumps.                                   

Skinning the rabbits was done at home under water to minimise the smell and 
Max was always given his just reward which helped to sharpen his instinct for the 
next trip. Wips also got some tasty bits and grew to enjoy rabbit meat. But this was 
before Myxamatosis was introduced to reduce the amount of Rabbits after which he 
never touched it.                                 

This true account might seem squeamish to the snowflake generation but these 
were the realities of life 70 years ago. Life was lived much closer to reality rather 
than being experienced second hand through the device of smart phones and 
computers. And Wips knew that food did not grow on supermarket shelves and 
wrapped in a tin or sealed package. And don’t talk to him about relative poverty in 
this age of Social Services! 

Wizard Wise 
Reading has always been a significant part of my life. It is 
a passion of mine which has awakened my imagination 
and inspired my creativity.   

When my daughter was 6 years old and my son was 
9, I wrote my first story about a tiny wizard and his cat. 

 Despite my best efforts I was unable to find a 
publisher willing to publish my story. I received some 
very positive comments about my manuscript and was 
advised “to get an agent!”. However with two young 
children and a full time career it was not the time to 
pursue this further. 

Last year, my daughter had her 26th birthday and I took a sabbatical from the 
nursing profession. After 20 years it was time to dust off the cobwebs from my 
manuscript, revisit the story and find an illustrator. 

Fortunately my daughter knew just the person, her sister-in-law to be, Jenna 
Booth, who is a very talented, up and coming illustrator.  

Jenna's illustrations really bought my written word to life and with help from the 
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Candy Jar Book Group. I am delighted to be able to say that “Wizard Wise and the 
Spring Clean,” was published in June this year (2019). 

“It is a charming story of magic and mayhem, which is sure to enchant young 
readers.” 
Lesley Groucott   
If you would like to buy a copy of the book please contact me (Lesley) on 01604 
839131.   

Bugbrooke Cricket club 
I regret to have to report that 2 of our Vice-Presidents died recently in August. Diana 
Moore who lived in Bugbrooke most of her life and used to attend many of our 
functions with her husband Tony who died a few years ago. Also Stuart York who 
was born in Harpole in September 1938 - his parents used to run a shop. Stuart was 
a very good player who last played for our Club many years ago before he moved to 
High Wycombe area where he played Minor Counties cricket for Bucks. He recently 
came to 2 of our Annual August Bank Holiday lunches.    

By the time you read this the 2019 cricket season will be at an end. Our 1st X1 
have performed very well this season under their Skipper Mark Cooper, who has only 
just moved to live in Bugbrooke Village, and have been confirmed Northamptonshire 
League 6 Champions for promotion to League 5 for 2020. Our 2nd and 3rd teams 
have also performed well. Our Sunday "Friendly" matches have seen some  excellent 
games under their Skipper Alex Churchill-Coleman and we saw a lot of very useful 
young players taking part.   

Brian Curtis, Robin Harding and Mick Adams have been keeping the Doc White 
ground looking great with John Chapman preparing the Bugbrooke Playing Field 
pitch for our 2nd X1.    

If you wish to join our Club for playing next season as well as Social 
Membership please contact Graham Derby on 07763 928528 or Rikash Patel on 
07576 314297 or myself below.     

Indoor Practice for Juniors as well as Seniors will start about January 2020 - 
details later.    

We introduced the ECB All Stars Cricket (website  www.ecb.co.uk/allstars  ) for 
5 to 8 years old children which was a great success and which will be continued in 
2020. Bar takings were very good on these days!!  

 Our grateful thanks to Tony Bird who runs the Bar where he always makes 
everyone feel most welcome. Also our thanks to our joint Treasurers Nigel and 
Valerie Burt with all the extra work involved with running 3 Saturday sides.  

The Last Friday in Month Socials are always well attended, everybody welcome 
even if you are not interested in cricket. Social Membership is only £5 per year. The 
next dates will be 27th September,  25th October and 29th November. 

 The Chairman Mick Adams and our Secretary Geoff Cooke have given Notice 
that they will resign at the AGM which will be held on November 18th at 7.30pm. Our 
grateful thanks for all the hard work they have done over many years for the 
Club. Nominees for these 2 Very Important positions should be given to Geoff by 
beginning of November. Anybody who reads this will be welcome to apply - and 
maybe discuss with the outgoing people Mick and Geoff what is involved.          
Peter White (President), 50 High Street, Bugbrooke. 01604 830452  
p.g.white@btinternet.com .Club Website www.bugbrookecc@gmail.com or 
bugbrooke.play-cricket.com and on  facebook/twitter/instagram@bugbrookecc   

http://www.ecb.co.uk/allstars
mailto:p.g.white@btinternet.com
http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
mailto:facebook/twitter/instagram@bugbrookecc
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Allen Dale’s Bird Word Search Solution (August Issue page 43) 

Announcements 
Avis Clark — When Avis Clark, formerly of Quakers Close, left Bugbrooke to live in 
Wales, she said to Barbara “what shall I do about the LINK Magazine to keep me up 
to date with my many friends in the village.” Luckily we have our mailing service, so 
she was able to continue her connection with us. We are sad to tell you that Avis 
passed away in July, but will be coming home to be laid to rest in the churchyard with 
her beloved husband Harry. 
Barbara Bell 

Scarecrows Don't play football 
Scarecrows don't play football; yet we've plenty of skill. 
Ensuring crops grow, we watch standing still. 
You may think us useless as goals we don't score, 
Yet our goals are plenty, even though stuffed with straw. 
Scaring crows, guarding wheat; our goals go unseen, 
Lifeless we toil, we need not a team. 
If fresh crops are yielded, then plenty are fed, alone we fend 
while you are tucked up in bed. 

Nathan Doyle 
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Diary   

October   

3 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers - Walk in Quinton Area ChCP 

3 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

7 19:30 WI - Annual Meeting CC 

9 19:30 Church and Village Fete for 2020 Meeting SS 

10 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers - Walk in Upper Weedon/Everdon area ChCP 

17 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers - Walk in Pattishall area ChCP 

18 19:30 OAPs Christmas Gift Scheme - Wine Tasting RC 

24 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers - Walk to Nether Heyford and back ChCP 

21 14:00 U3A - Barrow to Baghdad and Back   CC 

24 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

26 14:30 *Traditional Hymn singing BC 

31 10:00 Bugbrooke Strollers - Walk in Abthorpe area ChCP 

November   

4 19:30 WI - Rwanda - Mountain Gorillas & Life Saving Cows CC 

13 19:30 History Group - Northampton in the 1970s CC 

14 14:00 *Tea/Coffee Afternoon BC 

18 14:00 U3A - Life and Times of a Ship’s Pilot   CC 

25 19:45 Flower Club - Demonstration by Mark Entwistle   NHVH 

   

Bugbrooke Family Morning, Term Time Thursdays  08:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel CC - Community Centre Ch - St Michael’s Church 
ChCP - Church Car Park NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall 

 RC - Rugby Club  SS - Sunday School 

*Dates may change so please keep a look out on Facebook’s Bugbrooke Friendly page  
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