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Front Page:   Many thanks to Kirsty Rattray for her photo of two swans and their 
eight cygnets spotted on the stretch of canal between Bugbrooke and Heyford. 

Bugbrooke 
Guides -

Badges and 
Baking  

(See page 29) 

Cubs and Beavers enjoying their virtual camp (See page 7) 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 223), August 2020 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
We didn’t hold our AGM on 07 May 2020 but were able to 
convene a virtual committee meeting at the start of July, to 
catch up with each other and take stock of our position. I’m 
pleased that we were able to produce an issue in June which 
was not printed but is available to view on the website 
(www.bugbrookelink.co.uk) along with all the other LINK 
magazines. 
 We are so grateful for the continuing support of contributors and although we 
are somewhat light on copy for this edition, I really hope that this situation will 
improve over the coming months. With the easing of restrictions, there will be more 
activity and events and it will be a pleasure to receive your reports and photos to 
share with the village. 
 I have three massive thank you’s: firstly to all of our committee members who 
are so generous with their time and energy; secondly to our advertisers who continue 
to support the cost of printing; thirdly to our dedicated team of deliverers who make 
sure that LINK reaches every household. 
 The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 
September 2020, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 
preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 
 

Village Green 
I hope you are all enjoying summer under the ‘new normal’ as we emerge from the 
lockdown. The June instalment talked about the incredibly difficult lockdown period 
having a silver lining of the environmental benefit it brought. All of us were forced to 
re-evaluate our priorities, consume less and travel less, and nature had a chance to 
flourish. This meant that carbon dioxide emissions were greatly reduced. I think most 
of us are aware now that we need these drastic cuts in greenhouse gas emissions if 
we are to avert catastrophic climate change. To put it in to context, the extent of the 
cuts we saw during lockdown are what we will need to see year on year to fight 
climate change.  
 So with climate change posing a potentially greater threat to us than the 
coronavirus pandemic, it is vital that, as we rebuild our ‘new normal’, we do so 
sustainably. This is how most governments around the globe are planning to recover, 
and we need to do our bit too. Perhaps we can work from home more frequently, 
continue to cycle or walk the short journeys, buy less stuff, learn how to take care of 
our wildlife, have more meat-free meals.  
 Sadly, the media has been rife with pictures of open spaces being trashed by 
visitors and of scores of people queuing to get their fast fashion fix. I know many 
people find this distressing. But, remember that you can choose to be on the right 
side of history and do your bit, and that your actions have a ripple effect as others 
see that being more sustainable doesn’t mean compromising on quality of life. 
Perhaps most important of all though, is that your children and grand-children will 
thank you for taking action while we still have time to safeguard their futures. 
Clare Slater 
Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton and member of South Northants 
Action on Climate, www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about 
www.facebook.com/southnorthantsactiononclimate 
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Bugbrooke Volunteers Group: Coronavirus Update 
In mid-March, even before official lockdown was announced, it became increasingly 
clear that we would soon struggle to go about our daily lives, particularly those of us 
who are especially vulnerable to the effects of Coronavirus. Off the back of a single 
offer to help posted on the Bugbrooke Facebook page, a huge network of 74 
volunteers was born: the Bugbrooke Volunteers group.  
 Four volunteers were involved in the set-up, day-to-day running of the service 
and manning the phone lines, two were designated listening ears and one 
established a free book and game loan service. The remaining 67 were split into ten 
teams across the village. Leaflets were drafted and distributed to advertise the 
helpline numbers and, as calls came in for help, each request was sent to the leader 
of the appropriate team who then allocated it to an available volunteer.  
 By early July, we had responded to 185 calls for help across the network. The 
vast majority of requests were for the collection of prescriptions and shopping, 
including regular weekly shops. Not only have we had the capacity to provide 
essential services, we were also pleased to help with obtaining plants and wildlife 
food, as well as offer free-to-loan books and games to brighten up our community’s 
spirits. 
 This whole network is a testament to the selflessness and generosity of the 
residents of Bugbrooke, for which we are all extremely grateful. We would also like to 
thank the Bugbrooke Community Café, which kindly loaned us a card machine to 
help with the logistics of payment for shopping.  
 Moving forwards, as lockdown is eased, we expect demand for the service to 
fall. We will be monitoring Government guidance, and from 1st August we will no 
longer be taking on new cases with the exception of those who test positive for 
Coronavirus and those who are asked by the track and trace service to self-isolate 
due to potential exposure to the disease. There may also be existing recipients of 
support who need help readjusting to the easing and eventual removal of lockdown; 
we will therefore continue to help these people for a short period beyond 1st August. 
 As the future surrounding the pandemic is still unknown the arrangements for 
the Bugbrooke Volunteers group will constantly be under review. 
 If you need to self-isolate and require support from the Bugbrooke Volunteers 
group, we can be contacted on 07966 071604 or 07823 475751. 
 

Bugbrooke Scout Group (see page 2 for pictures) 
Lockdown arrived in April with instructions from Gilwell to temporarily suspend face 
to face meetings with minimal notice to all involved, but in true scouting style we 
have all adapted. Badge work was emailed to parents and many have risen to the 
challenge of helping their Beaver, Cub or Scout to obtain their badges. I have 
enjoyed watching the videos that I have been sent of the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 
completing their badge work and impressed with the ways in which they have 
completed it. I have started holding Zoom meetings and these have been regularly 
attended. We have also been joined by four new beavers this term. 
 All sections enjoyed doing some cooking on line with the microwave mug cake 
being a favourite with the Beavers. All sections made armpit fudge which they 
thoroughly enjoyed and Cubs and Scouts also made microwave mug pizzas. We 
have invited many guests to attend our Zoom sessions and they all enjoyed Ozzy, a 
magician, who taught them some tricks. Cubs and Scouts had a water safety session 
and Beavers had a visit from Conrad Burdekin, a children’s author, who came along 
to talk to them about poetry and how to write it. It was a fun interactive session and at 
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the end all the Beavers had written a short poem. The Beavers also completed 
several experiments during a Zoom meeting and earned their experiment badge. As 
a group all sections completed the toilet roll challenge and a short video was 
produced. 
 Cubs attended a district virtual camp and completed all the challenges set for 
them. Freddie also won the virtual quiz in the evening. Unfortunately the weather was 
not kind to them but they all managed to camp out with the help of their parents. 
Beavers also had a virtual camp this weekend with many of them camping out in 
their garden, with their parents. Three of the new Beavers were invested via Zoom 
during our camp opening ceremony. All challenges set were successfully completed 
and they all looked happy but tired on the Zoom meeting today. Luckily nobody’s tent 
got blown away with the high winds overnight. We also joined the Embers campfire in 
the evening where we were joined by Scouts from all across the UK, Canada and 
Kenya. The Beavers and parents joined in with the actions and the singing. 

 
Bugbrooke History Group 
For the first time since the formation of the History Group I have no walks or talks to 
report on. I am hoping that in September we will be able to meet again, but making 
no promises. After all these weeks of lock-down we must be certain of each others 
safety before launching our future programme. 
 September 9th – fingers crossed – John Perkins is going to talk about the 
history of Bugbrooke Church, as it is 800 years since the first Rector was installed 
here. 
 So what shall I write about now? I thought of reprinting another historic 
newsletter, and there is plenty of evidence of epidemics in the village, but I decided 
we had heard enough about sickness and I would find something with more 
optimism. 
 In 1945 (75 years ago) we celebrated the official end of the 2nd World War. 
So here is a summary of that time of picking up the pieces and getting on with life. 
Please note the Head Teacher’s leaving present!!! All this information is written in the 
School Log Books at the time. 

     “Victory in Europe was celebrated by 2 days holiday on 8th and 9th May 1945 
and another 2 days for VJ Victory in Japan on 15th and 16th August. VJ celebrations 
continued in September when the children were taken to Wickstead Park by a 
Committee of Ladies. The Rural District Council (RDC) held a Thanksgiving Week in 
1945 when £186 was raised by the school, £6,203 by the Village and a total of 
£75,000 by the RDC (Log Oct 1945). 
 A Roll of Honour was unveiled at the Empire Day Service (Log May 24th 
1946). 
 Presents from the Canadian Red Cross were distributed to parents of each 
child in the school. For each child they received 1lb of sweetened and malted cocoa 
powder (Log Mar 14th 1946). 
 Each child received a copy of a letter on Victory from HM King George VI (Log 
June 7th 1946). 
 A new era of schooling began on July 31st 1945 when new Burnham scales of 
salaries were first paid to teachers. When the school opened on August 27th there 
were 120 children and only 3 teachers. Miss Spring joined the staff on September 
3rd.  
 The next 3 years were difficult because of rationing after the war. Stationery 
was cut by 33% (Log May 14th 1947); girls under 9 were not allowed coupons for 
free material for Needlework (Log Nov 11th 1947); the Woodwork Organizer took all 
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the tools away (Log June 18th 1947); the requisition for timber was not granted (Log 
Mar 1st 1945). 
 Building and repair work was needed. A School Canteen was to be built (Log 
Sept 23rd 1947). It was several years before this was done but new wash basins 
were fitted (Log Nov 6th 1947). 
 The boiler was in a bad state and broke down leaving the school so cold that 
the children had to be sent home (Logs Jan, Feb, Mar 1948). A new boiler was 
eventually fitted in October 1949. 
 School Sports events were resumed (Log June 11th 1947). Rev. Capel took 
the senior boys in games regularly every Friday afternoon (Log May 10th 1946). 
 Medical Inspections were continued regularly, and for the first time a Speech 
Therapist was called in to see a child. 
 The 14+ children left at the end of the terms. Special places to Grammar and 
High Schools were awarded, 4 in 1946 and 1 in 1947. 
 Two weeks holiday was given in 1945 for potato picking (Log Sept 15th 1945). 
One day was given for the Wedding of Princess Elizabeth to Lieut. P. Mountbatten 
(Log Nov 20th 1947). 
 Mr Lawrence Oliver left in March 1948 after 18 years headship at a very 
difficult time. He was presented with an electric clock and a pipe.” 

 I suspect that Mr Oliver would be most surprised to know that his leaving 
present was read about 72 years later. Everything we do becomes part of history. 
Our experience of lock-down and the effects of Covid-19 are our experience of 
making history. I hope that history will remember the tremendous thoughtfulness and 
kindness of so many people in the village which has made this community one to be 
thankful for and of which to be proud. 
 Extract taken from Gleaners to Graduates – a history of Education in 
Bugbrooke. 
Pat Kent (secretary), 01604 830518, frksp6@gmail.com 
 

Bugbrooke Art Group 
Bugbrooke Art Group stopped its weekly meetings back in March due to COVID 19, 
however several of us have kept up our hobby whilst in isolation. Fortunately painting 
is something that can easily be carried on at home and some of us even reserved our 
traditional Tuesday evening slot for sitting down to dabble. Thanks to the internet we 
have been able to share images of our efforts with other members. 
 During lockdown there have been a lot more programmes on the television 
concerning art. Grayson Perry’s Art Club was watched by a number of us and was 
sadly missed when the series finished much too early. Bob Ross’ “The Joy of 
Painting” is still going strong but despite his uplifting treatment of the art, his style 
does get a bit repetitive. He makes it seem so easy but I know from experience that it 
is deceptive. There was even a programme of life painting. 
 Of course, the Bugbrooke Annual Art Exhibition, normally held in May, had to 
be postponed. It is very much hoped that we will be able to put it on later in the year. 
In the meantime we are looking at the possibility of putting on a Virtual Art Exhibition 
which will be available to all those with access to the internet. Maybe, by the time 
that you read this, it will be up and running. 
 We are always glad to welcome new members to the group whatever the level 
of their artistic skills. We don’t provide any tuition but there is plenty of opportunity for 
helpful advice and friendly constructive criticism. When the meetings do start up 
again it will be 7:30 on a Tuesday evening, why not just drop in to see us. 
Dave Marshall, 01604 831016 
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
What we didn’t do  
Despite things I said in earlier LINKs, we didn’t hold our AGM on 15th April; the 
Heyford Singers didn’t give us a concert in the Church on 25th April; and we didn’t 
hold our regular Fish and Chip Supper on 3rd July in the Community Centre or 
anywhere else. 
What is still true 
Bugbrooke has a very beautiful church, which this year is celebrating 800 years from 
one of the first written records of its existence. The fabric of the building is expensive 
to maintain and the purpose of the Friends is to raise funds from the wider village 
community to ensure it is kept in good order. Last year the Friends were able to 
make a contribution of £11,736 towards the cost of stonework repairs, but that has 
made a big dent in our funds. Subscription to be a member of the Friends still only 
costs £5 a year per person. 
How you can help 
If you are already a member we would ask you please to renew your subscription, if 
you have not already done so. (You should recently have had a letter about this, or 
will shortly be getting one). If you are not a member then you can become one. If you 
would like to do this please contact me (01604 830933) or our Treasurer Tony Pace 
(01604 832516). 
Plant sales 
Last year Catherine Parry raised £830 for our funds from selling plants outside the 
Community Cafe. Many thanks to her for that. This year during lockdown Catherine, 
with a little assistance from my wife and others, put out plants on a table by her 
house at the bottom of the School drive for people to take. There was no charge, but 
Catherine did suggest that a donation could be made later to the Friends of the 
Church, when the Cafe re-opens. If anyone does make a donation in this way that 
will be very appreciated, and thanks again to Catherine. 
Sad News 
We have learned of the recent death of one of our founder members, Ann Peel. Ann 
was the widow of Bob Peel, who was the main driving force in setting up the Friends 
in the first place, and became our first chairman. Our condolences go to Ann’s family. 
Jim Inch   
 

Bugbrooke WI 
As with most organisations we have been in lock down. Our last meeting was in 
March when we were intrigued by the artwork of Liz Dixon. Since then we have been 
keeping in touch by 'phone or email and have supported each other as best we could 
under the circumstances. 
 We haven't been idle. Some members were busy making NHS laundry bags 
and Muriel Smith finished a tapestry we have been working on in memory of Carol 
Hammons. 
 When we can meet again and theatres, etc. are open we have plans for a 
theatre trip and a visit to the Strictly Come Dancing costume designers and a varied 
programme of speakers and social evenings. 
 Bugbrooke WI is part of the Northamptonshire Federation of WIs which, in 
turn, is part of the national organisation. Under normal circumstances many 
interesting trips and educational visits are organised by the Federation and we all 
enjoy the company and support. If you haven't tried the WI why not join us when lock 
down is over to see what we do. Visitors are always welcome. For more information 
please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 
Brenda Astell 
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Peacenik Troublemakers!  
Dorothy Day was one of the founders of the Catholic Worker 
Movement, which she established with fellow peace activist Peter 
Maurin in 1933, during the Great Depression in America. The 
bedrock of the Catholic Worker Movement was – and still is – belief in 
the God-given dignity of every person. Today, it remains committed 
to non-violence, voluntary poverty, prayer, and hospitality for the 
homeless, exiled, hungry and forsaken.  
 In 1975, Dorothy Day’s work was acknowledged when she was awarded the 
Gandhi Peace Award. Many people thought that she was also an obvious candidate 
for the Nobel Peace Prize – not that she seemed terribly concerned about such 
accolades. But her uncompromising political radicalism and communist leanings – 
not to mention the fact that she had been imprisoned several times – may well have 
made her too controversial a figure for the Nobel Committee.  
 In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 10 verse 32 we read “I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword”, forming part of what is known as the “lesser commission” 
in which Jesus gathers his disciples and instructs them before sending them out to 
proclaim the Good News of His Kingdom. However, this verse is a particular 
stumbling block. The declaration of Jesus says powerfully, “I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword.” This is a difficult idea for anyone who thinks of Jesus as an 
arbitrator and agent of peace. Surely he would never advocate or condone violence? 
After all, there are plenty of Bible verses and passages associating Jesus with 
peace. Isn’t he called the “Prince of Peace” in Isaiah (Ch.9 v6), and in Luke’s Gospel 
(Ch.1 v7) we are told that he has come “to guide our feet into the way of peace”? 
Isn’t it Jesus, again in Luke (Ch.6 v29), who advocates peace instead of retaliation, 
with the words, “If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also”? Finally, 
does he not, in the Sermon on the Mount, famously say, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew Ch.5 v9)? 
 Generations of Christians have tied themselves up in knots trying to explain 
this verse from Matthew’s Gospel, contorting themselves while trying to reinterpret 
these words. Nevertheless at the end of the day we cannot shoehorn Jesus’ words to 
make him represent what we want Him to be. We are made in God’s image, not the 
other way around. So it is clear that we are never going to pin down Jesus’ definition 
of peace from this passage, and we simply have to live with the ambiguity! 
 However, just because this passage is problematic it does not mean it’s 
unhelpful, or that we should dismiss it. On the contrary, it is a useful lens through 
which we can focus on our own notions and misconceptions about peace.  
 The first misconception is we often equate peace with the absence of 
anything – a void, a state of passivity, or inertia. Peace is actually full, active, and the 
stuff of life itself.  
 Secondly, we tend to think of peace as synonymous with harmony and 
agreement, in fact the great men and women of peace throughout history have been 
what we might call “Peacenik Troublemakers”; outspoken, radical and willing to 
cause division or controversy. Think of Dorothy Day, Mahatma Gandhi, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, Martin Luther King Jr. and the present Black Lives are Important 
movement; and of course Jesus, both the Prince of Peace and the supreme example 
of the troublemaker.  
 A third common misconception is peace is a luxury for other people to enjoy; 
we don’t think we deserve it!  Oh, peace would be lovely, but it isn’t for those of us 
with busy lives, stressful jobs, noisy families or attempting to juggle all the various 
information and news about lockdown! Coming back to Dorothy Day, it is interesting 
to see how broadly she defined ‘Peace’ when she wrote: “Paperwork, cleaning the 
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house, cooking the meals, dealing with innumerable visitors who come all through 
the day, answering the phone, keeping patience and acting intelligently; which is to 
find some meaning in all these encounters; these things too are the work of peace.”  
In this sense, peace is to be found in the ordinary and everyday – something we can 
all achieve. 
 So for all our confusion this fighting talk of Jesus should not put us off our 
stride but invigorate and inspire us as it has generations of people, male and female, 
black or white, of faith and no faith, to live lives overflowing with peace!  Not the limp, 
insipid kind, but peace which is vibrant, dynamic and ablaze with the glory of God in 
Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 May God’s Peace which knows no bounds be with you all. 
Stephen French, Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 
 

Village Profile   
Nigel Burt - Chairman of Bugbrooke Cricket Club, Chairman 
of Bugbrooke OAPs’ Christmas Gifts Scheme 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Harpole. The Burt family have lived there for 
many years. My mother lived in Australia from the age of 5 
till 11 and then was brought back but I don’t know why. I still 
have relatives in Australia. When Valerie and I got married in 
1974 we were lucky that we chose to buy a house in 
Bugbrooke and we have been here ever since. We have 
many precious friends here, who mean so much to us. We 
built our own house here 35 years ago. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
I went to Harpole Primary School and was happy there. Children had more freedom 
then. Sadly, my father died when I was 9 years old and then things changed. You 
don’t realise until later what a devastating effect this had. My mother was wonderful 
and did her best to make sure that I did not suffer, but I was very aware of the lack of 
money and so left school when I was 15 in order to help with family finances. I went 
to Duston Secondary School and was in the top class GCE stream. We had to work 
hard. I remember that there were two girls who always did better than me. I always 
came third but I was happy there. Sports were important to me. Training was often at 
Weston Favell, or in Northampton. I cycled everywhere when there wasn’t a bus. 
Do you have brothers or sisters? 
One brother, six years older than me. We are like chalk and cheese. He lives in 
Duston now. 
Where did you meet your wife? 
I met Valerie at the Youth Club in Harpole. Actually I helped to build the Youth Centre 
there. 
What did you do when you left school? 
I worked as an apprentice joiner. My first job earned me £3.2.6d per week. I worked 
there for 5 years. The boss gave me a rise of one penny per hour because I had 
done well. I also had to go to college, the one in Georges Avenue, studying carpentry 
and joinery and I was asked to teach there. That terrified me as I had no training in 
teaching. I really enjoyed it. My college days ended half way through my course 
when I broke my leg playing football. I had plaster right up from toes to my thigh and 
was off work for 7 months. It was a bad break. 
 My first managerial job was at Sywell Aerodrome. It was a start but I didn’t 
have much confidence. And then I moved around a bit as site manager. An 
interesting time was at Wapping where Rupert Murdoch was working and where 
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there were riots at the printing works. The site was around the St Catherine’s Dock 
area where accommodation was specifically built for people with rent books 
(sometimes dodgy). Lots of problems there. Then a very happy job I had was as 
Construction Director in a new company operating from just outside Bicester. All 
profits went to medical research at hospitals in Oxford. 
Was that important to you to have another outcome for the profits? 
Yes, it felt worthwhile. I am a great believer in the idea that you get out of life what 
you put in and this was satisfying. We built many houses including barn conversions. 
We built two developments in Bugbrooke – Harrison Court and Camp Close. We also 
got a name for building houses with thatched roofs. We won numerous awards for 
those houses. Even now I have a warm glow because of the transformation of a site 
near Huntingdon. It had shopping trolleys and all sorts of rubbish in a pond on site 
when we took it over. Prince Charles took an interest in it. We were a close knit 
management team. Surveyors used us a benchmark – a source of pride. The show 
house on a Brackley site was sold quickly. I had a close association with the buyers. 
A couple came to buy Plot 2. They looked poor and certainly not having the income 
for such a house, but I then found out that they had won the pools. Never judge a 
book by its cover. The people who bought the show house on the site were due to 
move in. The wife was coming that day, following on after her husband. She never 
arrived because she was killed in an accident on her way there. This really upset me. 
I was devastated. I wanted to do something to help, and contacted the vicar of 
Brackley who then visited the family. It was all I could do. Happiness can quickly 
change to sadness, 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
The countryside around us. We are also blessed with amazing sporting facilities - 
better than any other similar sized village in the county. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
The speed of the traffic and the state of the footpaths and roads. 
Do you have an ambition? 
To enjoy, give thanks and embrace each day. We have been fortunate to have  
travelled to many different places around the world but there are more I would still 
like to visit. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
As someone who did his best and treated others as he would like to be treated. 
What are you most proud of? 
Of becoming a company director. Also of seeing our two girls graduate and watching 
their musical achievements: playing at the Symphony Hall in Birmingham the Festival 
Hall and Albert Hall in London, and Ripon Cathedral. 
When was your happiest moment? 
My marriage and birth of our children and grandchildren. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
I love reading. Three books are important to me: ‘Birdsong’ by Sebastian Faulks, 
‘The Diving Bell and the Butterfly’ by Bauby, ‘The Long Walk to Freedom’ by Nelson 
Mandela. 
Do you enjoy sport? 
First love is cricket. And then Rugby Football. Played both when I was younger along 
with football. I am proud to have been associated with the clubs. 
What about music? 
I like 70’s music like Abba and classical such as Mozart, Handel, Beethoven. I also 
like Mr Velvet Voice – Nat King Cole. I learned to play the piano as a child. My father 
was a talented musician. He played the organ at Harpole Church for 30 years and in 
other villages. I loved going with him and singing. 
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Who do you admire most? 
My mother, who was an inspiration, and Nelson Mandela. In Cape Town, South 
Africa, we visited Robben Island where he was interned and I could only wonder at 
his strength and humility. An amazing man. A very emotional experience! 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
Wine taster. I have visited several wine producers both around the world and in this 
country and there is so much more to it than I ever imagined. So diverse. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
France is very special to us. We made friends there during the twinning and have 
stayed very good friends ever since. They stay close to our hearts. They are very 
caring people. I admire their way of life, the structure of the locality, and the relaxed 
atmosphere - taking two hours over lunch. When we went to their Golden Wedding 
we ate and drank and danced from midday to midnight. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Follow your heart. Go ahead with a positive mindset and do what is important to you. 
What in life is most important to you? 
My faith, my family whom I adore and the joy of seeing the children and 
grandchildren grow and achieve their dreams and goals in life. 
Interviewed by Pat Kent 
 

Bugbrooke OAPs’ Christmas Gifts Scheme 
Like all other fundraising organisations within the village, we have not been able to 
hold any events to raise funds for our scheme this year. At the time of writing, we are 
still not sure if, what and when we will be able to do anything in regards to holding 
any functions including our usual wine tasting in the autumn. 
 However, obviously when we know more, we will endeavour to make people 
aware as soon as possible. We also hope again this year to issue the voucher 
application forms in the October issue. Eligible applicants must reside within the 
village at the time of applying as per the terms specified on the voucher application 
form. Stay safe. 
Nigel Burt (Chairman) 
 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from 
middle-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at 
Bugbrooke Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 
2:00pm and non-members are welcome as guests. 
 There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups – suspended at the time of writing - 
that have met regularly, including Book and Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for 
Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, ‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ 
German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading 
and Scrabble. 
 There is no meeting scheduled for August. 
 Future event, subject to change in line with Government meeting/socialising 
guidelines: Monday 21 September at 2:00pm – ‘Votes for Women’ by Roger Mason. 
Starting with the position of women before the suffragette campaign began, Roger 
tells the story of the suffragettes and what happened to the Pankhurst family after 
equal voting rights had been obtained. 
 For any changes to meetings and for general enquiries, visit the website 
u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 
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Nature Notes for August 2020 
I’ll try hard not to mention the unmentionable and trot out the now common 
paraphrases that have dominated our lives since March. Instead, I’ll focus on 
midsummer activities in the countryside and our gardens. 
 Every cloud has a silver lining and it is reassuring to know that momentum is 
building and there is evidence that people value what we have and are more intent 
on keeping our world a place where we’d like to live. People are doing what they can 
to connect with nature and appreciating what we have and there is globally an 
interest in looking after the environment of our planet. 
  There has been an increase in growing our own fruit and vegetables and the 
demand and uptake of allotments has risen considerably. People are connecting with 
nature and inventively growing their salad crops in buckets and bins - anything that 
will hold soil. 
 I think it’s safe to say that we’ve had some exceptional weather this year. First, 
it was very wet, then very dry and then very sunny, breaking all previous records in 
many instances. Many of the plants in the herbaceous borders are shorter this year 
due to the dry start to their growing season, but it seems that certain things have 
enjoyed the untypical weather conditions. It’s many years since roses have 
performed so well. The bushes are covered with blooms and the fine weather has 
meant they’re not prematurely dashed by wind and rain. Fruits trees and shrubs are 
laden with fruit this year. Some of the new growth on trees and shrubs (particularly 
coniferous trees) was damaged by a late frost in May, but they seem to be recovering 
well. 
 Yesterday we made the decision to rejuvenate an old Philadelphus by hard 
pruning it now it’s finished flowering, but just in the nick of time realised a robin was 
nesting about 18 inches from the ground, deep in the bowl of the shrub. So the job 
had to be aborted until she’s hatched her second batch. So it was a timely reminder 
that it’s always worth checking before you start pruning. 
 Nature is crucial to our well-being and I think we have all taken a minute to 
stop and literally ‘smell the roses’ and appreciate the calming beauty and serenity 
which is beneficial and greatly impacts our physiology. 
Pamela Cox 
  

Smallpox and Quarantine - 29/10/2003  
I sat watching television last night about the development and the progress of 
modern medicine. 
 It was about one doctor who studied, in the early days, the disease of 
smallpox. He had noticed that milkmaids or young boys who had been in contact with 
cows through milking them did not catch or go down with this disease when there 
was an epidemic of smallpox. When I was first inoculated in the army for smallpox 
the results of the test were negative and I think that might have been because I was 
in contact with cows from a very early age. I was posted to Singapore during the 
early days of my National Service from the 2nd April 1959, to the 20th September 
1960 and I was to be inoculated once again with a negative result. 
 One particular afternoon I was on duty picket at 55 Supply Depot in 
Singapore, from 14:00hrs in the afternoon to 18:00hrs in the evening. Engineers 
looked after the motors for the cold store there. 
 The man that was supposed to relieve the engineer, who had been on duty 
from the shift before, told me that he was ‘’sackit’, (the Malayan word for sick or not 
feeling very well). I opened up the gate to let him through, and we walked over to the 
cold store department in the depot, having a little chat, about me phoning up the 
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orderly officer to get someone to come and relieve him from his duty. I escorted the 
man who had just finished his shift, and let him out the gate, and then returned to the 
engineer who I had just let in, but on arrival I found him lying unconscious on a bed 
come seat that they used while being on readiness in case of any breakdowns with 
the cooling systems. I went back to the guardroom, and telephoned the orderly 
officer that was on duty, and told him about the situation. He came rushing down 
from headquarters in a Land Rover driven by the stand-by driver. He took one look at 
the man who lay there very still and then telephoned the medical officer that was on 
duty. When he arrived it became just like a mad house. He told me to keep away 
from everyone at all cost, as well as the orderly officer, along with his driver, who I 
thought was going to faint. The medical officer did not look too well either. An 
ambulance from the British Military Hospital came along to the depot and took the 
three of us and shoved us in quarantine, along with those that I had been next or 
near to, and also those that had been in contact with the engineer from the cold 
store. 
 We were all put into isolation when we arrived at the British Military Hospital. 
The man from the cold store had gone and died from Smallpox. One medical officer 
dressed up like some chemical germ warfare outfit with face mast, etc. asked me for 
my pay book that had all my records in. He found that my first lot of Inoculations from 
Smallpox were negative,  
 I was given another lot of Smallpox inoculations there and then, as well as 
being kept in isolation on my own once again. It was just like being in the army lock-
up, although doctors kept coming to see me, as well as taking blood samples. They 
were all dressed up with face masks on, like some thing out of Portland Down. I was 
asked so many questions, as to how I was raised, and where, along with questions 
about my way of life, questions about the farm that I spent quite a lot of time on. I told 
them about drinking well water from an early age. The questioning seemed to never 
end but after a period of time I was permitted to come out of quarantine. The new 
inoculation from Smallpox had not worked, and I tested negative once again, and 
from the results of my blood tests, they decided that I must have had Cow Pox in my 
younger days, when I had mixed with the cattle on the farms.    
 Before I had any chance of going back to my barrack room and the depot, I 
was requested to go out around Singapore and the surrounding areas, helping to 
collect up dead bodies that had died from having Smallpox. 
 For me it was just like being back working for Mr Harold Ward, the Ladder 
Maker and Undertaker, where I worked after leaving school, but fifty times busier. We 
had lorries loaded with many aluminium boxes to put the bodies in that had to be 
taken back to BMH. There were so many bodies, on the odd occasion I put more 
than one in each box. They tried to tell me off for doing so, and I said they needed a 
ship load of boxes, not a lorry load. 
 When I found the engineer unconscious, I said to the medical and orderly 
officer that I thought he was dead. I had seen enough dead folk to know when they 
are dead or not, due to my undertaking experience. That was why I was recruited to 
go out and help remove those that had lost their lives. They just lay everywhere, not 
like in England where most folk live in houses. Some slept under archways within the 
city sidewalks, or any sheltered place at the side of roads. When it was not the 
monsoon season, they lived and slept on roundabouts, or next to their place of work.  
There was no set pattern for finding some of them. 
 What with all the independence riots that we were subjected to in Singapore 
and then this; for me coming from lovely England, it felt like a mad house. 
Stanley Joseph Clark 
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Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
The 2020 cricket season was badly affected by COVID-19 but regular league cricket 
was able to return to Bugbrooke on July 18th. 
 This season we have restricted ourselves to fielding just two Saturday sides 
due to anticipated issues in player availability. In addition our Sunday XI will also be 
making weekly outings playing host to a range of visiting clubs. 
 At the time of writing we are preparing to host our ‘return to cricket’ event on 
Tuesday July 18th. We are playing an intra-squad T20 which will see Team Briddon 
take on Team Garrard in a repeat of its successful 2019 debut. 
 Sadly cricket teas and changing rooms did not make the cut so players will be 
arriving at games in their whites with lunchboxes in hand. 
 Players have had access to outdoor net practices since early June which have 
been extremely well attended. Nets sessions continue to be available to book 
throughout the regular season. For more details contact Club Secretary James 
Culverhouse using the below details. 
 Off the field we are making preparations to re-open our bar; this includes 
implementing a one way system for service so that we can provide a safe 
environment for all. We hope that by the time you’re reading this we will have been 
open for a few weeks. 
 We wish to offer our thanks to the Bugbrooke Cricket Club Vice Presidents 
who as of time of writing have kindly donated over £300 to the club. 
 As always we could not operate without the valuable time and effort of our 
dedicated grounds team who have been working all summer in anticipation of the 
return of cricket. Our thanks go to Robin Harding, Brian Curtis, John 
Chapman, Stewart Wykes and Friends. 
 If you are interested in becoming involved as a player, volunteer or joining as 
social members please get in touch with us. 
Club Secretary – James Culverhouse, 07999 420376, jculv29@gmail.com     
Peter White (President), 50 High St, Bugbrooke, 01604 830452,  
p.g.white@btinternet.com.  
Club email :bugbrookecc@gmail.com, website: www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com 
Find us on social media - facebook/twitter/instagram @bugbrookecc 
 

Issy's Lockdown Story 
Lockdown has been very hard for me, not seeing my friends and family. At the 
beginning, when everything was closing down, I did not know what was happening; I 
just thought it was a holiday!! It was very weird not doing any of my hobbies like 
Guides or swimming. I quite enjoyed the home schooling, learning at home, my 
favourite topics were Space and The Stone Age. 
 Now it is hopefully near the end of lockdown, I am excited to be going back to 
school in September and going back to Guides and swimming and all my other 
hobbies, but most importantly spending time with the people in my family that I have 
not seen. 
Issy, age 10 
 

Bugbrooke Church 800th celebratory weekend 
At the time of writing, lockdown is slowly being released but realistically we haven't a 
clue where things will be on 3rd and 4th of October. All the committee can say is look 
out for posters and notices on Facebook nearer the time. Thank you for your 
understanding. 
Jane Causebrook  

http://www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com
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A Silent Sun 
by Nathan Doyle  

Shadows gather in empty playgrounds, 

Beautiful days, yet not a sound. 
A child's rainbow on a window pane, 
An empty swing and climbing frame. 

 
I wished this not, in your lifetime, 

That schools were shut, and a silent sun shines. 

Yet new buds form upon the trees, 
Let your laughter, carry on this breeze. 

 
Hark a birdsong, do you hear? 

Rejoicing this day, whilst burdened with fear. 
And as this bird, you too must sing, 
Despite the odds that life may bring. 

(25/3/20 For all the children of Bugbrooke) 

 
Winter Trees 

by Nathan Doyle 25/4/19 

Magical thoughts, wonderful times - when 

'where' was somehow different. 

Dreams; these could not be seen, and in truth, 

could never promise this. 

This memory could not be thought,  
or remembered the same way twice.  

Although this memory was not eternal,  
it seemed to last forever,  

by what it had created around it; like the circles 

that form of swirling leaves in Autumn. 

Time is where not just this memory existed. 

Once upon time, there was a memory. 

Time was different, more distant. It was as if,  
the harder you tried to picture the memory,  
the more distant it would become, changing 

constantly independent within its own 

timescale.  

Not living, nor ever was. 

Empty trees in Winter, nor were they ever,  
yet perhaps we did not see that at the time.  



29 

 

Bugbrooke Guides (Photos on page 2) 
We have continued with our virtual meetings each week, which have been a great 
way for us all to get together and complete badges! The girls have worked really hard 
to complete their Guiding is Kind, Adventures at Home and Celebrate at Home 
badges. Well done girls! 
 Other exciting evenings included baking, where we all made delicious 
chocolate brownies, I think parents seemed just as excited as the girls about these! 
The Parents vs Guides quiz night brought some friendly competition, and our toilet 
roll challenge night showed how creative the Guides are! 
 Our final meeting for this term is a games night, with a photo quiz, dance 
challenge and the letter game.  
 If your daughter is aged 10-14 and would like to join us in September, we have 
spaces available on our waiting list. Please email bugbrookeguides@gmail.com 
Helen Chick  
 

 Scrubs up for Northants 
Many folks have been making scrubs, headbands, masks and bags for our NHS and 
care workers. A huge thank you to Bugbrooke and Harpole Scouts who have allowed 
us to use the hut at the Playing Fields to be a Scrub Hub to save the sewers in the 
area travelling further afield to drop off and collect their goods. Thank you so much. 
Jane Causebrook  

Nathan Doyle created this 
wood carving. It is of his 
all-time favourite tree in 
Bugbrooke! He says, “It’s 

my second ever wood 
carving so a bit amateur 
but thoroughly enjoyed it, 
it's the tree situated in the 
adjoining field to the 
church, I call it 'The 
Conductor' as it looks like 
he is conducting music to 
the other trees”. 
Well done, Nathan! 
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