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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 224), October 2020 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

This October represents the 800th anniversary of the church 
being built in Bugbrooke. During this time it has seen 
everything, black death, the reformation, revolution and now 
Corona Virus. I wonder whether anything previous to this year has caused its closure 
to its parishioners.  It seemed fitting to have a picture of the church on the front page, 
and the one shown is by Dawn Fordham taken during her many lockdown walks.  
There is also a detailed article inside from John Perkins, on the history of the church 
covering the full 800 years.  May it still be here  and thriving in 800 years time. 

The evenings are drawing in and Autumn is with us but paradoxically there are 
increasing signs of life. Car numbers appear to be back to pre-lockdown levels and 
pupils have returned school uniforms to our streets. Pubs are open and there is 
some activity on the playing fields. I accept this doesn’t represent village life as we 
knew it but these are vital steps for our community. 

The impact on LINK has been severe in that the lack of social, sporting and 
other events has left the magazine with very little to report. Although it might not 
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seem like a priority, I think it’s really important that we receive as many contributions 
as possible so that we can share our experiences. In this way, each edition will 
increase in content and hopefully demonstrate the resilience and imagination of 
people coming together in different ways. 

If you have any articles or ideas for the Christmas issue it would be great to 
hear from you. Please note the competition on page 4.  We are looking for someone 
to design a front cover for the December issue. All you artists, children or adults, 
please send your ideas. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 02 
November 2020, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 
preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Getting on Top of Stress! 
In one way or another, we have all been there. Stress is one of the worst feelings 
imaginable. When it gets too awful, we lose hair, raise our blood 
pressure, and even suffer heart attacks. The only way to deal with it 
is to take a deep breath, step back from the problem, and have 
someone else deal with it! Just joking! In reality, it's difficult to 
manage in normal times let alone these stress induced times! 

It is something difficult to define because what is seen as a 
source of stress by one person may be seen by another as a 
challenge or opportunity.  One major cause of harmful stress (dis-
stress) seems to be a loss of control when other people seem to 
be, in some way, in charge of their life. 

This may be an employer, a senior colleague at work, a friend, 
a relative, a next door neighbour or a dominant person in our domestic lives.  
Professor John Grange, a microbiologist who is also a committed Christian, said a 
few years ago at a conference people "need to be able to make sense of their lives 
and what is going on around them, to have a sense of control and to have a positive 
approach to life's challenges". 

For many years the role of spirituality and religion in healthcare has been by 
and large ignored, but thankfully today the situation is very different.  Many medical 
professionals across all disciplines are convinced of the link and there is a good deal 
of research evidence, although, like in many other medical fields, more is needed. 

Research has shown that an important factor in well-being is that a person 
should feel part of outward-looking social networks, something for which the 
Christian faith through the coming together as a Church community can be the focus 
and help.   

Yes, as Professor John Grange would agree, Jesus promised rest to the heavy-
laden (Matthew Chapter 11 v 28) but, as he points out, we must tackle the 
fundamental causes of stress and not just "apply the soothing balm of palliation." 

If you are suffering from stress in whatever way it presents itself, please feel 
free to contact me. I’m not promising easy of the shelf remedies or platitudes just a 
sympathetic listening ear and possibly help in pointing towards those who can offer 
professional help. 

The Christian faith does not give us a simple get out of jail card. Jesus at the 
end of a passage where he tackles the question of worrying simply says - “Therefore 
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own” (Matthew Chapter 6 v 34). 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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I will finish with a quote from John Newton (writer of ‘Amazing Grace’): “We can 
easily manage if we will only take, each day, the burden appointed to it. But the load 
will be too heavy for us if we carry yesterday’s burden over again today, and then 
add the burden of the morrow before we are required to bear it.” 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

800 plus 1! 
As a Church we are not immune from having to re-jig long held plans and 
arrangements.   

The celebration of St. Michaels and All Angels 800 year anniversary has had to 
be postponed until 2021! 

Look out for details early in the New Year as we celebrate ‘800 plus 1 Years’ 
of the building being conceived and built for the worship of God the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  A conception and vision that has NOT changed for 800 years!  How 
many buildings do you know with such a long history still being used for the same 
reason they were designed for! 

Village Green 
At the time of writing, the children are about to go back to school and we’re being 
encouraged to go back to the shops, restaurants and workplaces; it feels as though 
normality is hopefully starting to return. But with it, the focus is back on climate 
change – bigger than ever fires raging in the Amazon, more frequent extreme 
weather events, and accelerated melting of the polar ice caps. We are being 
promised that global governments are aiming for a sustainable post-COVID 
recovery, but collectively we as individuals can and need to have a huge impact too. 

It may not seem as though your individual actions could make an impact, but 
you’d be surprised: every time you put food scraps in your food caddy or compost bin 
instead of the landfill bin, every time you choose to buy second hand instead of 
brand new from a giant online retailer, every time you switch off your engine when 
waiting outside school to collect your children…it all adds up.  

Here’s a few ideas to kick-start your fight against climate change:  

 Switch your energy provider to one that sources electricity from renewable 
sources (and gas too if possible) and see where you can save energy (and 
money) around the home – turning the thermostat down, turning appliances off 
(rather than leaving on standby) 

 Switch your internet search engine to www.ecosia.org, which uses advertising 
revenue to support tree-planting projects around the world; and tidy up your 
inbox – all those stored emails require energy-hungry data centres 

 Have meat-free/plant-based days, and when you do eat meat try to choose 
local and/or organic if possible 

 Look for local fruit and vegetables that are in season (and so have not flown 
half-way around the world) 

 Instead of brand new, consider buying second-hand from a local selling group 
(there’s so many hidden carbon emissions involved in making and 
transporting ‘stuff’, including clothes) 

 Seeing if items/clothing can be repaired is another way of saving emissions 
and reducing waste 

about:blank
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 Check whether your bank account/pension provider or mortgage company are 
inves t ing in  foss i l  fue l  ventures  ( www.switch i t .money ; 
www.makemymoneymatter.co.uk) and consider switching to organisations 
with better ethical credentials 

 Use your food caddy or compost bin for food scraps (reduces the methane 
that is emitted from food rotting in landfill) 

 Consider taking the train instead of domestic (or even European) flights, and 
perhaps leave the car at home and walk or take the bus if possible (and 
definitely switch off the engine on the school run/waiting outside the village 
shop) 

 Remember your reusable coffee cup (these are being accepted more and 
more) and shopping bags (reduces waste and also the emissions involved in 
manufacturing single-use cups and bags) 

Some of these will be easier than others, but even if all of us can only manage 3 
or 4 from this list, that is better than just a handful of people doing all 10.  
Clare Slater, Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton and member of South 
N o r t h a n t s  A c t i o n  o n  C l i m a t e  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
southnorthantsactiononclimate/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/ 

Bugbrooke WI 
Normally every August Bugbrooke WI members go on an outing. This year due to 
semi Lock Down that wasn't possible so, after seeking permission from the powers 
that be, we had a socially distanced picnic on the Millennium Green. This was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the members who were able to attend. It gave us the 
opportunity to chat and exchange news with people we might not have seen for 
months. 

Weather permitting, we are planning to do the same for our September meeting. 
We hope to resume our normal meeting as soon as most members are 

comfortable with the thought of indoor meetings. We will of course have to take all 
necessary Covid precautions. 

For information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 
Brenda Astell  

Courier Fraud - Elderly People Targeted by This Scam  
Police officers will NEVER ask you for money – please warn elderly people about this 
emerging scam. Fraudsters pretending to be police officers are repeatedly targeting 
the elderly in Northamptonshire. 

Over the past few months, a number of incidents have taken place across the 
county where fraudsters have pretended to be police officers conducting covert 
investigations in order to gain the trust of elderly people with the aim of scamming 
them out of their money. 
What is Courier Fraud? 
Courier fraud occurs when a fraudster contacts victims by telephone purporting to be 
a police officer or bank official. To substantiate this claim, the caller might be able to 
confirm some easily obtainable basic details about the victim such as their full name 
and address. 

The caller may also offer a telephone number for the victim to telephone or ask 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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the victim to call the number on the back of their bank card to check that they are 
genuine. In these circumstances, either the number offered will not be genuine or, 
where a genuine number is suggested, the fraudster will stay on the line and pass 
the victim to a different individual. 

After some trust has been established, the fraudster will then, for example, 
suggest; 

 Some money has been removed from a victim’s bank account and staff at 
their local bank branch are responsible.  

 Suspects have already been arrested but the “police” need money for 
evidence.  

 A business such as a jewellers or currency exchange is operating fraudulently 
and they require assistance to help secure evidence. Victims are then asked 
to co-operate in an investigation by attending their bank and withdrawing 
money, withdrawing foreign currency from an exchange or purchasing an 
expensive item to hand over to a courier for examination who will also be a 
fraudster. 

At the time of handover, unsuspecting victims are promised the money they’ve 
handed over or spent will be reimbursed but in reality there is no further contact and 
the money is never seen again. 
Spot the signs 
Someone claiming to be from your bank or local police force calls you to tell you 
about fraudulent activity but is asking you for personal information or even your PIN 
to verify who you are. 

They’re offering you to call back so you can be sure they’re genuine, but when 
you try to return the call there’s no dial tone. 

They try to offer you peace of mind by having somebody pick up the card for 
you to save you the trouble of having to go to your bank or local police station. 

If you’ve given your bank details over the phone or handed your card to a 
courier, call your bank straight away to cancel the card. 
 Susan Fletcher (Police, Crime Prevention Officer, Northamptonshire) 

Nature Notes 
As I write, a month before publication, it’s hard to know what kind of autumn we will 
have. But right now, during a cold spell at the end of August, it feels as though 
autumn could be early. Certainly with the trees and hedgerows being deprived of 
water during the long hot and glorious summer, they are stressed and it will mean 
that they will be showing their autumn colours earlier than some years. But nature 
seems to have a way of compensating for any shortfalls and already we seem to be 
seeing another contrast in the weather. 

We are situated on top of a ridge and as I type, the garden is suddenly full of 
various birds… as though they’ve just flown in from somewhere for cover of our trees, 
hedges and shrubs… as though they’ve been disturbed elsewhere. There is a sense 
of panic and they’re frantically flying around (hitting the windows) flying every which 
way as though they don’t know where to go. Perhaps there’s a bird of prey in their 
midst, although I can’t see it. We usually see them when they’re here as we have a 
lot of sky up here with 360° views. We don’t normally see sparrow hawks... mostly 
buzzards, red kites and kestrels. Amongst this flock, there appears to be a good 
number of fieldfares… they usually arrive here about this time. But I wouldn’t think that 
would alarm the resident birds hereabouts. But in the time it’s taken for me to write 
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that, the flitting has calmed down, the fieldfares are sat, snuggled down into their 
feathers, on the gazebo and the tits, finches and robins are back on the feeders. 
Peace reigns again. 

While on the subject of birds… I had an interesting conversation with Stan 
Clark last week, who was saying that he has seen a definite increase in the 
number of sparrows visiting his garden this summer. I am also seeing more 
sparrows. I’ve questioned why that might be and the only conclusion I could come 
to was perhaps this was a year that some hedges didn’t get trimmed as we had a 
very wet spell of weather in the spring. 

Another puzzling thing is we have had a wasps nest in the ground in the field 
next door and for a while we watched the wasps going in and out of their little hole. 
Then one day my husband noticed that an animal had dug out the nest. It had left 
us wondering… why would an animal do that and which animal might do that? So 
I’ve been searching the internet and come up with this interesting piece. 

“Badgers are (as far as I know) the only animals that will do this. They aren’t 
after the adult wasps, but the juicy, protein-rich larvae. Dry spells, like the one 
we’re in now, aren’t good for badgers. It’s harder for them to find and dig up worms 
so they need to look for alternative sources of food. Wasps’ nests are ideal. Some 
people have speculated that their thick fur protects them from stings to some 
extent”. 

With such a long, hot summer, the early good weather we had meant the 
blossoms were able to stay on the trees longer and pollinated and the hot spring 
and summer (with a brief wet spell in there for luck) has meant that the fruits in the 
hedgerows (and gardens) are plentiful. The sloes and damsons seem to be ready 
for the picking now. With the trend for flavoured gins and vodkas, people are busy 
harvesting the fruits. People ask me how do you identify them. Sloes are easy to 
spot, they grow on the blackthorn shrubs which had the early white blossom… and 
of course the long thorns on black wood… hence the name blackthorn. The thorns 
are few, aren’t that noticeable, but can give a nasty puncture wound. I’ve heard 
people say there were no thorns, but you do need to be careful of the thorns (long 
and sharp) as a wound can go sceptic… so wear gloves if you can. The small round 
black fruits hug the branches and have a bitter taste. Damsons are trees or shrubs 
with small deep purple fruits, ovoid-shaped, and have a longer stalk, no thorns, are 
sharp-tasting but make fabulous jam or wine. The damson fruit are small and often 
slightly larger in size to a sloe. 

Blackberries are also plentiful this year. I have to remind my dog, who enjoys 
picking them at this time of year, to remember to leave some for the wildlife. My 
children loved the Brambly Hedge books… so we always have to leave some for the 
mice. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke Art Group 
The Bugbrooke Art Group Virtual Exhibition is now up and running and has 
recently received it's 100th visitor. As a result of this success we intend to keep the 
Exhibition going and add some new pictures from the artists. We still intend to have 
a proper live Exhibition when it is possible to do so safely but in the meantime 
please take a preview at our Virtual Exhibition on the internet at http://
bugbrookeartgroup.wixsite.com/website . 
Dave Marshall 

http://bugbrookeartgroup.wixsite.com/website
http://bugbrookeartgroup.wixsite.com/website
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Some lovely sights 
around Bugbrooke this 
Autumn,  
These pictures by Jason 
Bicknell, Becky Bird and 
Lucia Giradi 
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 Chris Groves–Kirkby photographed this 
adult and young Green Woodpecker in 
his garden in late August 
 
 

The canal has been busy this summer. 
These photos around Bugbrooke were 
taken by  
Dawn Fordham, Lucy Curtis, and 
Anne McMannus 
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Spruels family gratitude 
Mick, Steve, Nick and their families would like to thank everyone in the village for their 
love and support since the passing of Bridget in January this year; we have been 
overwhelmed by people’s compassion, kindness and warmth. Thanks to the generosity 
of those who attended her funeral in February, Mick has now delivered a cheque to the 
Haematology Ward at NGH for £1730. Throughout her treatment for Hodgkins and Non
-Hodgkins Lymphoma, Bridget received outstanding care by the staff in the unit and it 
became a second home for her and Mick, therefore she desperately wanted to raise 
funds for such a good cause. Thank you to everyone who donated and have helped us 
all during such a difficult time – it’s times like this that village spirit is at its best. 

History  Group   
Publications 
I expect as the limitations of being restricted by the Virus drag on, you might be looking 
for further reading material which will stimulate your interests. 

The History Group still has copies of recent books which might meet your needs 
or provide a gift for somebody. Copies of the following are available from me and I 
would be pleased  to receive any requests. 

Pictorial History of Bugbrooke 1980-1999, our most recent book of photographic 
history.  Price £10. 

Gleaners to Graduates. The history of education in Bugbrooke from 1785 to 2000. 
by Pat Kent. Price £2. 

Is it too early to prepare for Christmas? 
Alan Kent  Chair  

Letter to the LINK 
Looking across the fields towards Harpole, I cannot help wondering how permission 
was given to assemble such an eyesore ie the warehouses, lorry parks etc. Did the 
council give any consideration to the environment? With the wind in the wrong 
direction, we are going to be breathing in fumes from the hundreds of lorries running 
their engines day and night. The view across to Harpole used to be what villages are 
about, a pleasant rural landscape. Our only hope of some respite is if trees are planted 
to ward off this blot on our landscape.     
Eric Medcraft  

Message From Santa 
Hello everyone.  What a strange year we are having!  I see that you have all been very 
good so far this year and have handled this Virus very well.  Sadly I too have been 
affected by the new social distancing rules around the world.  Being extremely old, I 
need to take extra care. 

I still plan to visit Bugbrooke on the evening of Friday 18th December starting at 
18.30.   However, unless the rules on social distancing change, there will not be any 
elves running about giving out treats this year. Please also stay within your family 
“bubbles” on your doorsteps and not congregate on the streets. 

For regular updates nearer the time please check on Facebook "Santa In 
Bugbrooke" #santainbugbrooke page 

Looking forward to seeing you in December. 
Merry Christmas,  

Santa  
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Bugbrooke Food Distribution Scheme 
Since the start of the lockdown at the end of March, our 20 volunteers have delivered 
over 2,300 food packages and 1,700 frozen meals to households in the village. 

With the future still uncertain regarding the economic and social impact of the 
on-going pandemic, we remain ready to help all those in the village that may be 
experiencing short-term difficulties in making ends meet. 

Please contact me to discuss ways in which we can help. 
If you feel you would like to help either collect items from the supermarkets or 

with the packaging and distribution of the food, please contact me. 

David Clayson     dave.clayson@gmail.com  

The People under Bugbrooke Steeple: Eight Hundred 
years of Bugbrooke Parish Church  
1220-2020 
Not every year in history sticks in the memory. 
Some years are different, for the village even 
pivotal. 2020 has been a very important and 
historic year on so many levels; but of Bugbrooke 
there is something remarkable to add. Eight 
hundred years ago the building that we refer to as 
Bugbrooke Parish Church (St. Michael and All 
Angels) was built. There could have been an earlier 
church near to the present one, even a wooden 
sanctuary maybe, dating back to Saxon days, but 
there is not enough historical evidence to fully 
support such a speculation. However, King Richard 
I (Lionheart) handed over the advowson of a 
church in the village of Butebroc to a monastery in 
Normandy called Grestein. This is recorded in the 
Pipe Rolls of 1194 and confirmed by the 1206 
Curia Regis Rolls. The building of the present stone 
church in 1220, though, brought a welcome celebratory end to a very divisive and 
stormy phase in English history. For that reason, at least, we should commemorate 
it. 
Out of the ashes 
1214-1217 was a period of Baronial Civil War as a result of King John’s clash with 
his magnates over magna carta.  As a result our village was drawn into the horrors of 
a national crisis. Bugbrooke was burnt and ransacked in 1216 because it belonged to 
Ranulf, Earl of Chester, who supported King John. French-inspired English rebel 
barons attacked his domains with vengeance. The old manor house was burnt and 
the centre of the village moved eastward (to where it is now). Ranulf paid for a new 
church to be built in 1220 and we have a confirmed record of a rector on 11th March, 
Amaur (Aumar on Church list) de Buggenden, instituted by Grestein Monastery in 
Normandy (see Rot. Wells II, 99). Around 1230 a South aisle was added with circular 
piers, the Chancel arch was put up circa 1270 and by 1280 the North Aisle was 
added with its distinctive octagonal piers. 

By 1348 the pandemic plague that had ravaged Europe entered England. 
Historians claim up to half the population in Europe died by 1351. It was dubbed 

mailto:dave.clayson@gmail.com
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Black Death. It spread through the Midlands and there were three changes of rectors 
in Bugbrooke in less than two years. We do not know whether they died of plague 
but the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Bradwardine died from it, as did the prior 
of Canons Ashby and the Superior at Delapre Abbey. In all 148 members of the 
English clergy died from the plague. At the height of the pandemic, (31st August) 
William de Okeburn became rector of Bugbrooke. 

Sometime during the fourteenth century the church had a tower built of 
Marlstone and Ironstone. Incidentally, the church was at first dedicated to the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 1517 will of Henry Hawke mentions 
an image of “our lady in the steeple”. On the Tower there was a niche outside where 
there may have been a statue of “Our Lady” the Virgin Mary (mentioned also in the 
Will of Margaret Salwark 1529.) Yet changes were coming and by 1534 the 
Protestant Reformation had reached the village. Roman Catholics and Protestants 
were equally persecuted by the King, Henry VIII, but in 1538 an English version of 
the Bible was placed in all churches for the first time. The start of a register for 
baptisms, weddings and funerals also began at Bugbrooke with a parchment book; 
as a direct result of the Reformation. 
Rector William Tresham 
Several Midland families in England remained loyal to the old religion after these 
innovations, amongst them were the Treshams, but they found themselves at 
loggerheads with the Protestant rulers; King Edward VI 1547-1553 and his sister 
Queen Elizabeth I 1558-1603. It was during the Henrican Reformation in 1541, 
Bugbrooke had a new rector, a certain William Tresham. However after 1547, the 
Protestant King, Edward VI closed all chantries, ended public masses for the dead 
and even dissolved Bugbrooke’s social gild, because of its loyalty to Catholicism. 
The Rood crucifix was officially removed, by Act of state, and any statues in the 
church taken or destroyed, including those of the Virgin Mary. At the end of 1551 
Bugbrooke’s rector, William Tresham was imprisoned in the Fleet prison on 21st 
December for two years, because of his opposition to the banning of the mass and 
the reforms of King Edward VI. Fortunately for him, in 1553 the new Queen, Mary I 
released William from prison. Cranmer’s Prayer Book was then abolished and the 
Latin Mass restored. The Rector of Bugbrooke played a key role in national events at 
this stage. William Tresham defended Roman Catholic doctrine so well he took part 
in the Oxford debates; against Protestants Latimer, Ridley and Cranmer, who were 
all subsequently burnt alive for their criticism of the Papacy and Mass. (See Strype, 
Annals of the Reformation 1824 I: 414.) Then the Tudor tide turned once more and in 
1559 Tresham was removed from Bugbrooke (plus fifteen other Northants priests) 
because he would not swear an oath of allegiance to the Supremacy of Queen 
Elizabeth, the new Protestant ruler. In 1569 William died but what is most amusing is 
William Tresham is now buried under the middle aisle of Bugbrooke Chancel! You 
couldn’t write it – though as you can see - they did. 
Rector George Jay 
On 22nd November 1637 at a time of more political and religious ferment, a new 
rector, George Jay was instituted in the village. This rector, though, clashed with the 
burgeoning Puritan movement. One Non-conformist group that also grew to 
challenge the authority of bishops in the 1640s (with support from Scotland) was the 
Puritan assemblies that had groups of ruling elders called Presbyters (instead of 
bishops). Some unsympathetic rectors like George Jay faced charges in the crisis 
year of 1641 due to Presbyterian pressure through the Committee for (so-called) 
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Scandalous Ministers. George may have favoured the decorating of churches under 
the anti-puritan Archbishop of Canterbury, William Laud. Rector Jay was 
sequestrated though due to non-residency - as he had other parishes (source History 
of Reformation: Bishop Burnet 1683 2nd edition). On 20th November 1644, during 
the English Civil War, the Roundheads in Parliament certified the removal of Rector 
George Jay, from Bugbrooke Church. Many other royalist rectors were ejected at this 
time. With the success of the parliamentary forces at Naseby in 1645, the Anglican 
Prayer Book was abolished and replaced by the Puritan Directory for the Publique 
Worship of God. Even the Archbishop of Canterbury was executed and the following 
year Parliament abolished all Anglican Bishops for the next 14 years. However, this 
same pressure group of puritans also faced persecution themselves when they 
invited back King Charles II; who in 1660 favoured the return of bishops, a new 
prayer book and more traditional rectors like George Jay. Within a year, in 1661, the 
ex-Bugbrooke rector George Jay, on his death, was buried, as an esteemed royalist 
hero, in Westminster Abbey no less! 
Rector John Whitfield           
As religious affiliation rules were opened up under the Commonwealth (1653-1660), 
many new groups formed independent churches/chapels including the Society of 
Friends, often called Quakers. Quakerism grew in the village of Bugbrooke (see 
Lambeth Palace survey records vol. xx. 1650). In the middle of all these changes in 
1655 the village had a new rector - John Whitfield. With the 1660 restoration of the 
Monarchy and Bishops, Quakers in Bugbrooke grew fearful (in the Commonwealth 
period they had opposed the idea of bishops and priests). Some Quakers in 
Northants resisted the changes and were arrested and imprisoned - where some 
died in prison. Some local rectors like John Whitfield opposed the idea of 
independent Quaker chapels which he believed divided the Parish. In 1662 the Act of 
Uniformity restored the Church of England and Prayer Book. By August the Puritans 
who opposed the revised Prayer Book and refused the oath were “ejected” from the 
Anglican clergy. Bugbrooke’s John Whitfield accepted the new prayer book and 
adopted a more moderate Puritan position but he was unpopular with some village 
Quakers. In protest Quakers, at a churchyard funeral, temporarily threw rector 
Whitfield into an open grave! The Bugbrooke Parish Register in 1662 records the 
following: 

“Margaret Goodwin widow May 5th. At whose burial the Minr Mr. John Whitfield 
was throwne into the grave by a cruell and cursed sort of people called Quakers not 
without danger of being then buried alive.” 

That drama turned into a crisis. The following year three Quakers in Bugbrooke 
were imprisoned for not paying tithes; including Richard Ashby. Ashby later died in 
prison having been put there at the “suit of Whitfield priest of Bugbrooke.” (See A 
Collection of the Sufferings of the People called Quakers, Joseph Besse 1753, vol. 1 
chap. 27 p.535.) By 1665 on the third offence Quakers in Northants were being 
transported to Jamaica. Another twenty years of tension ensued. Finally between 
1685 and 1689 new Indulgence toleration laws released Quakers from gaol. Having 
survived all these clashes Rector Whitfield dies many years later on 19th April 1705. 
The Harrisons 
On 10th March 1789 our village received a new rector, Henry Bagshawe Harrison. 
The Harrison Family bought a “right of patronage” and provided a whole dynasty of 
rectors for the church until well into the twentieth century. During the 1790s the name 
of the Church was changed from St. Marys to St. Michael and All Angels, as it still 
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remains. In 1879 the organ (made by Bishop and Son of London in 1844) was 
moved from St. Peter’s East, Oxford to Bugbrooke. After 1890 E. de Wilde Holding’s 
excellent restoration of the church began. The South choir aisle was added, much of 
chancel roof improved, some adaptations made to the East Window and pinnacles 
added to the top of the Tower. At this time the Pulpit was re-built in memory of the 
wife and children of Rector James H. Harrison and in 1898 the organ was moved to 
its present position. At the end of the nineteenth century in 1900 the new rector, 
Ernest Wivelsfield Harrison, was keen to renovate. All plaster was removed to reveal 
the stone beneath exposing some interesting medieval pictures and graffiti. The 
Chancel floor was raised, hence the little vestry door on the North side (the nave 
may also have been lowered at some stage too). The present step between the nave 
and chancel is around nine inches. 

 During 1939-1945 Great Britain was, for the second time, involved in a World 
War.  As a result many Church of England rectors joined the armed forces, including 
Rector Charles Laud Harrison. So villages, like Bugbrooke, by 1941 had substitute 

rectors (Priest-in-charge) for the 
duration of the conflict. Remembrance 
services of those who died in Twentieth 
Century Wars, subsequently, became 
common in Anglican Churches - it had 
not been so with nineteenth century 
conflicts. The title of this article came 
from a dramatic event that took place on 
July 23rd 1940. At a time when the Blitz 
was devastating London, thunder and 
lightning (not bombs) hit the church 
steeple and a large part of it fell, taking 
the bells with it. More shockingly, Jonny 
Leach, unfortunately chose to shelter 
from the storm under the belfry door! He 
narrowly escaped being killed. At the 
end of the war Rector Charles L. 
Harrison returned to his parish. Eleven 
Bugbrooke men who had died in the war 
have a Remembrance plaque inside the 
Church, alongside those who had died 
in the earlier Great War. Some in the 
village may remember the events of 
1940s but even more will recall Rector 

Tim Partridge who became vicar here in 1974. Finally, in the twenty-first century, our 
village had another new rector, Stephen French. So as we can now appreciate there 
have been many people passing under Bugbrooke’s steeple. Eight hundred year’s of 
people no less. My word processor has just announced to me – “Word is saving ‘The 
people under Bugbrooke steeple’” Now there’s a thought to end on! 
John Perkins (With support and help from Geoff Cooke, Pat Kent, Ann Gowen, Jane 
Causebrook and Alan Kent.) 
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 Bugbrooke Church and a few of its 
interesting features 

Remains of the rood 
screen staircase 

The west wall showing the original 
roof line 
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Two church windows.  The first part of the window dedicated to Bluebell, an 11 year 
old girl (looking at you from the window) who was killed in an accident.  The second 
is the acclaimed remembrance window erected after the 1st World War. 

Esther Ross is a local Bugbrooke artist, and 
an old Campion School graduate. She has 
painted local village signs for the Bugbrooke 
Café, and the parish etc on a voluntary basis. 

She is shortly to be moving away from 
Bugbrooke, which has been her home for 
several years and is having to downsize her 
art collection. 

She has this one mixed media ab-
stract painting seen in the image 
called 'Alive' which she would love to sell, or 
give away on a donations basis. It won an 
award at the Heseltine Gallery Open Exhibi-
tion.  

Money will be spent on her travel fund 
(as soon as corona restrictions permit) where 
she is hoping to tour Europe by motorbike.  
 Estherfree7@gmail.com. 
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The Church Bells 
Pictured after the church 
spire collapse in 1940 

 The oldest bell bears 
the inscription 'God save 
our Queen and her 
preserve 1599'. The tenor 
bell was cast in 1695 and 
its inscription includes the 
words 'I to the church the 
living call and to the Grave 
doe summon all'.  The 
others were made in 1863, 
1868 and 1813 (re-cast 
1931). 

 

 

Village Profile 
Sheila Willmore:  Advertising Manager for LINK. Church volunteer for 
cleaning and flowers, and refreshments, volunteer at Wednesday 
Club, stall holder at the Fete. 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
 I was born in Roehampton, London, and lived in Battersea until I 
was eight. My elder brother and I enjoyed a great deal of freedom - 
playing and rollerskating in Battersea Park and travelling by bus to 
visit museums, and railway stations where we recorded steam train 
details. Dad worked for the GPO  and we were relocated to a ‘new 
town’, Hemel Hempstead. (My Dad worked for the GPO from the age 
of 14 until he retired). I was  the only girl at my Primary School to 
pass the 11 plus. I spent six years at a new Grammar school which had a swimming 
pool. I practically lived in that pool! I became  Captain of both Swimming and Hockey 
teams. I met Alan in 1968, at his sister’s wedding.  We married in 1970 and moved to 
Bugbrooke in 1972 to buy our first home. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
 I have made many friends in Bugbrooke and find most people will smile and say 
‘Hello’. I love walking around our beautiful countryside and along the canal. When we 
first came here there were some small shops, a gift shop and butchers - it’s a shame 
we have lost them. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. Very supportive parents. I have one brother and two younger sisters. We went 
everywhere on a motorbike and sidecar. I was very excited when I was old enough to 
ride on the back of the bike. I was happy at school and am still in touch with school 
friends. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
I love going to the Theatre for plays and hearing music live; I saw The Beatles, 
Yardbirds and Cream in the 60s, later Cliff, and Carl Perkins (Blue Suede Shoes). 
Highlights at The Derngate include The Searchers, Manfred Mann, The Hollies, Joe 
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Brown, Level 42, Brian May and Bob Geldof. 
 I swim, walk and do Yoga.  I enjoy watching tennis and the Olympics. 
If you could start again, what career would you choose? 
I wouldn’t change anything; nothing was really planned but I made some good friends 
along the way. My first job was as Clerical Officer at the Collector of Taxes in St. 
Albans. I left after 3 months because it was 2 bus rides and a walk each way; fine in 
September but not so fine as winter set in. I then went to the Board of Trade in Hemel 
for 5 years. I was passing bills for payment in the Civil Aviation section for a while and 
then transferred to the Seaman’s Section which looked after seamen who were left 
abroad when the merchant ship they were working on left a port without them. We had 
to decide who was liable to pay for their repatriation and help them get their belongings 
back. This involved looking at Ships’ Logs and contacting the British Consul to 
determine who had been at fault and finding out where the ship had left their kit. The 
shipowners paid their wages to us, we deducted expenses and paid the balance to the 
seamen. A very interesting job.  At weekends Alan and I were volunteers with the 
Waterways Recovery Group, clearing canals and towpaths and painting lock gates. 

After moving I worked in Supplies Control at a Construction company - that came in 
handy when we built a garage/carport! When the children were young I was 
volunteering – helping at the Primary School (3 classes), Play School, Tufty Club, 
Thursday family morning, Church Tots teas. 

Back at work I proofread at Land & Unwin, typed up legal Searches (Property 
Search Group), and proofread for the Travis Perkins Group. 
Tell us about your voluntary work for the LINK 
Since the LINK’s 6th issue in 1984, I have been Advertising Manager, working to keep 
the advertising pages increasing to match the number of pages of village news. 
Coronavirus has meant much less copy coming in so we suddenly have more advert 
pages – hopefully clubs will reopen and events resume and balance will be restored. 
During LINK’s past we produced tea towels, blank notelets, Christmas cards and 
Calendars. 
Which of all your jobs did you enjoy most? 
Working with my friends in the village at Land and Unwin. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
We mostly holiday in England, but I have been to Norway (twice) and Alan and I 
recently had our ‘holiday of a lifetime’  and toured western USA – taking in The Grand 
Canyon, Bryce Canyon (my favourite), Yosemite and Zion National parks, Las Vegas 
(where we saw Cirque du Soleil performing to original Beatles music), San Francisco, 
Monterey Bay (didn’t see a sea otter) and LA. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
I have always loved reading and find it impossible to choose just one book. Lately I 
have gone back to reading Nevil Shute books and have enjoyed them as much as I did 
the first time. 
When was your happiest moment? 
I don’t have just one. Marrying Alan and celebrating our Golden Wedding (during 
lockdown). The births of my daughters, Karen and Lorna, and the births of my 
granddaughters, Issy and Abi. 
What are you most proud of? 
My husband, daughters and granddaughters. They are a joy to be with. 
Who do you admire most? 
People who persevere, despite difficulties. 
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Have you any advice for younger people? 
I would encourage youngsters to try their hardest at education, take advantage of the 
amazing TV programmes, particularly about the natural world and outer space, and just 
to enjoy life, family and friends. 
What in life is most important to you? 
Good health is important, especially during the pandemic – look after yourselves. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Thank you to everyone who has paid their subscriptions or made donations in the last 
few months. We are very grateful to have received nearly £200 specifically for plants 
taken from Catherine Parry’s table, plus £110 in general donations and £290 in 
subscriptions.  And I’ve just heard from Jane Causebrook that she’s raised us a little 
more money from selling plums. So thank you to her too, and of course Catherine. 

I am afraid it looks very unlikely that we’ll be holding our December Wine Tasting 
this year, which is usually such fun. Never mind: maybe things will be okay for us to do 
our Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz next summer, Let’s hope so. 

I would just remind people that you don’t have to be a churchgoer to become a 
member of the Friends. It’s just about maintaining a wonderful local building (and the 
subscription is only £5 a year per person). If you are not already a member and would 
like to become one, please contact me (tel 01604 830933) or our Treasurer Tony Pace 
(tel 01604 832516). 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke  OAP’s  Christmas Gift Scheme 
On Page 43 of this edition of the LINK, you will find the application form for the Gift 
Voucher that is available to all pensioners aged 65 and over residing in the village.  This 
has been made possible by our previous fundraising events and the generosity of local 
businesses, organisations and individuals which through their generosity has enabled 
the scheme to continue. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
  I start this month’s review on a sad note. Former England International and 
Northamptonshire cricket legend David Capel passed away on September 2nd at the 
age of 57. David was a part of NCCC for 32 years as a player and coach as well as 
other behind the scenes roles. Additionally he had been a Vice President at Bugbrooke 
CC since 1998 and was always ready to talk cricket when he came down to the club. 
He will be very much missed by everyone at Bugbrooke CC. 

In the last LINK I mentioned that we were just about ready to start the long delayed 
cricket season with an Intra Club friendly on July 14th, this match saw Team Briddon 
triumph over Team Garrard by 33 runs, to level the series at 1-1. 

Since then and despite 2020’s best efforts this season has proved to be a huge 
success for the club both on and off the field.  Both our 1st and 2nd XI’s reached their 
respective league finals which is an outstanding achievement all involved can be very 
proud of. 

 The 1st XI were drawn away to Cogenhoe CC. Bowling first having won the toss 
Cogenhoe were all out for 98, Steven Hobbs the pick of the figures with 5/19 off 8 
overs. Despite a wobbly start which saw us 2-2 in the 2nd over we chased down the 
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total in style, Bilal Bashir hitting a 4 to complete the chase and finish the work that 
Chris Goodson (35) and Kenny Dobbins (47) had started earlier in the innings. 

The 2nd XI were drawn at home, which unlike the semi-final didn’t involve a 
drive to Wicken thanks to errors at league HQ. Taking on Rushden & Higham in the 
final our 2nd XI batted first, unfortunately wickets fell rather regularly and we found 
ourselves 63-5 when Wilf Paris fell for a hard fought 35. Some late hitting from 
James Garrard (25) helped us post a respectable 119 from 34.3 overs. In reply our 
bowlers performed admirably to restrict Rushden and Higham CC who had to wait 
until the 37th over to chase us down. Greg Wilson (2-14), James Garrard (1-25), Wilf 
Paris (0-19) and Patrick Johnson (1-11) all going at less than 3 runs an over. 

 When you look back to March/April when it looked like cricket wouldn’t be on 
the agenda at all this year for the club to reach two finals and take home a trophy is 
truly remarkable. 

  As well as League cricket we have also fulfilled a full Sunday fixture slate this 
season, we started out at Kislingbury on July 26th and plan to continue all the way 
through to October 4th. 

 The Sunday highlight of the year was over the August Bank holiday weekend. 
We had planned an Over 30’s v Under 30’s match, but there was so much interest 
from players that it soon became a 3 team tournament with Bugbrooke St Michaels 
74 making a temporary comeback as the 3rd side. 

 Unfortunately for those born before 1990 the youngsters took the day, with 
some audacious sprinting between the wickets and youthful mobility outstripping 
experience and canny bowling. 

 Individual highlights of the year so far include Kenny Dobbins making 71* away 
to Kettering in a losing effort and Greg Wilson taking a ludicrous 6/20 in the Quarter 
Finals as our 2nd XI successfully defended 64. 
James Culverhouse – Club Secretary 
www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com  

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle
-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm and non
-members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups – suspended at the time of writing - that 
have met regularly, including Book and Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for Pleasure, 
Conversational French, Genealogy, ‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ German, 
Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and 
Scrabble. 
Future events, subject to change in line with Government meeting/socialising 
guidelines: 
Monday 19 October at 2.00pm – ‘Under the Influence’ by Andy Smith. A musical 
afternoon featuring many instruments, with Andy singing a selection of pieces that 
have shaped his repertoire, playing and life. 
Monday 16 November at 2.00pm – ‘Shipwrecked in Antarctica’ by Georgie Hale. 
Georgie was with her husband on board a cruise ship which sank in the Antarctic in 
2008. 
For any changes to meetings and for general enquiries, visit the website https://
u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 

about:blank
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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