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GOING STIR-CRAZY? We Know How You Feel! &®

YOUR NEW AUTUMN

vty ART CLAS

ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS TO IMPROVERS
WILL LOVE THIS COURSE!

» Learn impressive new skills ST

« Fun, easy, step-by-step
* 3 hour sessions, morning

or afternoon, for 32 months
» Time to get Arty and enjoy

a fun social life again!

» Make The Seasons your
favourite day of the week

IT'S TIME TO GET BACK TO LIFE AND HAVE SOME FUN AGAIN!
HAVE SOMETHING TO REALLY LOOK FORWARD TO EVERY WEEK!

Its brithant, now it's 50 mice to meet "Don't miss out You will
Hean draw my such fabulous fove this course!
grandchidren!l new peaple



| HAVE A PROBLEM — WHO SHOULD | CONTACT?

. Faulty Street Lights, Litter and Dog Bins — Bugbrooke Parish Council —
01604 832838 or parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org.uk
Please give details of the exact location of the light or the bin.

. For faults on the highway — potholes, traffic signs/traffic lights —
Northamptonshire County Council. Report on line at
https://fixmystreet.northamptonshire.gov.uk.

NOT FOR REPORTING FAULTY STREET LIGHTS

. For Street Name Signs, Litter and Street Cleansing, and Fly Tipping -
South Northants Council = 01327 322322

. To report abandoned vehicles — E.L.V.|.S — 08456 121 999 or
elvisrecovery@northants.police.uk

. Police — non emergencies and enquiries — 101 and ask for PCSO Matt
Taylor

Information updated by Bugbrooke Parish Council November 2020

If you live in the village and are self-isolating due to coronavirus
(Covid-19), a group of local volunteers are on-hand to assist.

We can help with:
v Shopping v Alistening ear
v Collecting prescriptions v Book and DVD Loans
v Dog walking

{subject to availability)

Delivery advice:
*» Provide a shopping list. Put essentialitems at the top and "nice to haves’ at the bottom.
* Wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds after unpacking your delivery.
* If you are happy with substitutes or need a specific brand, make this clear.
* Supply carrier bags if you have them.
*Setabudget that must not be exceeded.
* Volunteers will do their best to pick everything you want but this might not always be possible.

Contact: Louise Lloyd-Jones: 07823 475751, Tricia Keep: 07966 071604
or Clare Slater (3pm - 7pm only): 01604 839103




Bumblebeedebcards

YOur |0ca| supplier of Dog and Unique handmade cards
Cat Food, Accessories auiseeitiprions
Wild Bird and Cage Bird Feed, Show someone they're special
POUItry and Horse Feed with a customised card
Small Animal Feed. Birthdays Weddings Adoption
Local delivery on bulk items Sympathy Get Well New Baby
And many more
79-85 High Street, Bugbrooke
Tel. 01604 832702 On sale at Petstop, Bugbrooke. See

Bumblebeedeb Cards on Facebook
Email: katie@northamptonpets.co.uk || or contact Debbie on 07803 585793

LJC Construction

General Builder. Brick & Stonework Specialist

Please contact Lewis Chilton on
07841515604

Front Page: Nathan Doyle’s snowdrop picture from last year, shows hope for the
future.,




Bugbrooke LINK Magazine
(Issue 226), February 2021
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft

| have been happily involved with the Bugbrooke LINK
Magazine since May 1995, the year following our move to
Pilgrims Lane. | remember that Barbara, Sheila and Jim were
already in their current roles on the committee at that time!

Despite the changes that have occurred in the village during more than 25
years, it is still largely recognisable in terms of layout and the pattern of daily life as
on our arrival in 1994 (if we can ignore the last 12 months please). It is therefore
fascinating to read “A Different World’ by Tom Grant in this issue, which is mainly
about life in the 1940’s growing up in Bugbrooke.

| have decided to reproduce the final paragraph of Tom’s article which | think is
excellent:

Over the years the buildings, village layout and indeed the whole way of life
have changed significantly. It is however, the residents who develop a community
spirit which determines what life is really like. Join me when we say with pride ‘1
come from BUGBROOKE”.

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 01
March 2021, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the
preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com.

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish boundary of
Bugbrooke. The “LINK” Management Committee is elected in accordance with the

Chairman Paul Cockcroft, 31 Pilgrims Lane
Secretary Barbara Bell, 68 Chipsey Avenue
Treasurer/Vice Chairman Jim Inch, 16a High Street

Production & Website Geoff Cooke, 1 Browns Yard
Advertising Sheila Willmore, 31 Oaklands
Adverts Production Gwynneth White, 1 Homestead Drive
Submissions Pat Kent, 1 High Street

E-mail to bugbrookelink@gmail.com

Web site address www.bugbrookelink.co.uk

Deadline for April issue 1st March 2021

Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in
the factual content of the information.

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not necessarily
endorsed by the LINK Management Committee.
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NAILS & BEAUTY TO ENVY|

79 High Street, Bugbracke, Northants, NN7 3P6
Tel: 07775 697170
Appointments not always necessary

Ladies Beauty Salon

Nail Extensions &
Beauty Treatments
In Relaxing Surroundings
Waxing with Chocolate Wax
NSI Fully Sculptured Acrylic Nail
Extensions or Overlays

Nail Art available as well as\
Coloured or Glitter Tips
Shells, Dried Flowers, Gems, etc
ray Tanning only £15%,
Gel Polish £15
Bridal Pac & Speci Occlsions
Gift Vouchers Available
Covid Compliant

Crush

Fitness by Sara

C6

-

Fitness in Bugbrooke
7 days a week
all year round!!

In & Outdoor BootCamp
Personal Training

J Pilates ~

Yoga
All levels and abilities welcome!

For more info: www fitnessbysara.uk
or call/text Sara on 07799 058681

HARBEN

HAIR DESIGN

Tuesday 8.30am - 12.00pm
Wednesday 8.30am - 4.00pm
Thursday 8.30am - 6.00pm
Friday 8.30am - 7.00pm
Saturday 8.00am - 1.00pm
55b High Street

BUGBROOKE
NN7 3PG

. 05

(01604) 831795

by appowatment to avosd disappomanca!

J.R. BASS

CARPENTRY AND
GENERAL BUILDING
SERVICES
FOR FREE ESTIMATE
TEL (01604) 706592
MOBILE 0789 4548 470

www.johnbasscarpentry.co.uk




Fight, Dream, Hope, Love!

Way back in January 2020, before everything went haywire, | went to
see ‘Les Misérables’ in the West End, jokingly known as ‘les
miserables’. Little did | know that the ‘joke’ was almost a prophesy for
what was to follow for our world and humanity!

An insightful prediction came at the end of March from an
eminent Professor who said:

‘The irony of this pandemic is that more people will suffer and
die due to the Covid Virus rather than directly from it’. Sadly, the ‘co-lateral damage’
from this dreadful disease which we are now hearing about on a daily basis includes
cancers being undetected, surgical operations postponed, widespread mental health
issues, bankruptcy and unemployment at levels not known for decades, to name but
a few of its effects.

The year for me (which we have all shared), has been steady, at times
frustrating and boring (thank goodness for Netflix) but above all challenging as, like
you, | was robbed of freedoms taken for granted. Not seeing family and friends
added to this and was a bitterly resented personal restriction. | was forced to close
Church buildings, not just for Sunday Worship but for extended periods. The two
churches out of the four under my care which had always been left open during the
day pre-Covid, will remain shut well into 2021!

Nevertheless, after the many problems, restrictions and regulations which we
have all suffered during the past year, a vaccination programme is now in full swing.
While this is wonderful news, according to all the experts and indeed our own
common sense, we will have to remain under extensive restrictions for a good
portion of 2021 before a new normality emerges!

However, four words have appeared on many posters down the years for the
Les Misérables musical. ‘Fight, Dream, Hope, Love’. Four words making an ocean
of sense in context but also four words that can form a backdrop to 2021.

FIGHT the urge to let your guard down. There is a light at the end of the tunnel,
but the tunnel is still long and dark. Sadly, more people are going to suffer and many
will not be completing the journey to 2022.

DREAM of the new normality we will all need to embrace, but do not simply
think it will be ‘Business as Usual.” Many people have been fearful and restricted to
their homes since March 2020. When they do re-engage with life outside the front
door they will need more, not less, support and encouragement. 2020 has on many
levels seemed like a wasted year but we as humans made in the image of God are
resilient and adaptable and we have rediscovered the strength of being ‘Community’
once more. If we lose this rediscovery 2020 will be a total write-offf Dream that
‘Community’ will not ebb away but be strengthened.

HOPE our society will be stronger and better and we will once again able to put
our trust in politicians and politics (whatever your political leanings). Hope for a
future where all news media, from the B.B.C. to FaceBook, from Twitter to TickTok
will be free from bias and bigotry, simply reporting the news and not being part of it.

LOVE each other with renewed intensity, not judging people by their
background, race or size of bank balance. Love as God loves us, without fear or
favour.

FIGHT, DREAM, HOPE, LOVE. Four words that are not just themes in a West
End hit musical, but four words under the sovereignty of God in Christ by the power
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W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VAL

. . ' ) [ v. » o "
Auction Sales & Valuations
Valuation, collection and auction service
of individual items through o complete
properly and commercial clearances.
Call for a free no obligation quote or

email info@peacockauction.co.uk
SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

STANFORD
REE CARE so~

Over 30 years experience

* ALL TYPES OF TREE WORK

* FELLING

* CROWN REDUCTIONS

* HEDGE TRIMMING

* GRASS CUTTING

* WOOD CHIPS | LOGS FOR SALE

FULLY QUALIFIED | PUBLIC LIARILITY INSURANCE
WOODLAND TRUST [ COUNCIL. APPROVED

FREE ESTIMATES
@ Tel: 01327 438219
=, 07801 088154

gzzt;c:gsh::zkz [\;:,aEllis Way. 222%22 Email: nigel.stanford(@'tiscali.co.uk
M. PAYNE & Sons || Bumble Bees Nannery

Gardening Care
sLawns Cut/ Hedges Trimmed
*Tree Work
*Fencing / Decking
*Ground Work / Patios
sGeneral Tidy-up
*Gutters Cleaned

Local Vmage Man - Bugbrooke
Tel: 01604 833649
Mob: 07761 742997
Email:
melpayne@btinternet.com

61 Pilgrims Lane, Bugbrooke

The Nannery is a cross
between a Nanny and a ' '
Nursery Va
Offering Quality Ly o~
Assured childcare from ' E—
newborn to 15 years of M‘

age.

Accredited (offering Educational Funded
sessions for children 3 and 4 years old)

Open 7am to 7pm
throughout the year.

For more details, prospectus or to visit
the setting
Ring Clair Haines on 07967 662840




of the Holy Spirit that can propel us to a ‘Better’ not simply a ‘New’ normality.
God'’s Richest Blessings
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe

Church Openings!
Among all the messages | receive on my answer phone there are occasions when
the message leaves me perplexed.

One such message goes back to November where the person complained quite
strongly about the Church building not being open, even this far into the pandemic |
feel | need to level the playing field.

From March 29th 2020, the government implemented ‘Lockdown1’ and ‘Places
of Worship’ along with many institutions had to keep their doors closed! Even | was
not allowed, unless in an emergency, to enter the buildings.

As the year progressed, we were once again allowed to open the Church
Buildings for ‘Supervised Private Prayer and ‘Sunday Services’. However,
reopening came with restrictions which mean the Church CANNOT simply be left
open and when in use we have to have a robust ‘Track and Trace’ in operation.

| totally relate and understand the frustration and inconvenience this causes,
but the law is quite specific and to quote the Archbishops of Canterbury and
York......”"Nevertheless, we will of course abide by the law”.

As soon as the restrictions are over | will take the greatest pleasure in
reopening the Church Buildings.

However, until this happens keep your eye on our Notice Boards, Bugbrooke
LINK, Church Website, Facebook etc. If all the above fails, please ask!

Telephone: - 01604 831621 -- Email :- srifrench@hotmail.co.uk
Grace and Peace
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church

Thank you to everyone who has supported us throughout the last year. Although we
have not been able to hold our usual fund raising events, we have received several
generous donations and other sources of funding. | mentioned some of this in the
October LINK. Since then Jane Causebrook and Catherine Parry organised a pop up
stall outside the Café on the Saturday before Christmas, and from this we received
£151. We have also had £55 from Lou at Harben Hair, donating her takings from the
sale of facemasks to customers.

By the time you read this we will have held our Zoom Quiz, scheduled for 22nd
January. Many thanks to Peter and Wendy Barton for organising and hosting this,
and to all those who took part.

We are lucky to have such a fine church in a beautiful setting. | am sure that
just to be able to walk past and look up at its mellow stones has lifted many of our
spirits, during this difficult time.

Jim Inch

Bugbrooke WI

We were very sad to hear of the death of Annie Boswell on Christmas Eve. Although
she was not a current member she was a loyal member for many years bringing
friendship and knowledge of the village to our meetings. Our March meetings during
her membership were very enjoyable as she always treated us all to Sherry and
cake.



Ihestratar wWhnner
ML Bonding

Come and enjoy a
wide range of
refreshments.

Teas & Coffees
Cakes and Rolls
Breakfasts
Light Lunches

e

g e{r‘s Bugbrooke Community

Cafe

Sunday School Rooms
Church Lane, Bugbrooke
run by the Community
for the Community

New volunteers always needed

Tel:- 07563 605508

phone in for take-away orders

Opening Hours

Tuesday - 94 to 12:30°™
Wednesday - 97" to 12:30°"
Friday :- 9™ to 1:30°™
Saturday :- 9™ to 1:30°™

Follow us on Facebook n

Gralunn Derl)y

KISLINGBURY
VILLAGE HALL

available to hire for

()

~ ~ .
Carpentry Servic

No job too small
Call for a free estimate

01604 830033
07763 9285238

dcrlnygmham()5 @ gmail .com

2

WEDDING RECEPTIONS, DISCOS,
CHILDREN'S PARTIES, ETC.

Capacities:
Large Hall: Dancing 264}, Seated 130
Small Hall: Dancing 60 Seated 30
also Carpeted Committee Room

Fully Fitted Kitchen with
Commercial Cooker

AMPLE PARKING SPACE

Enquiries to Chris Key

01604 831824
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When you read this 2021 should be well under way. | am writing on New Year’s
Eve and on behalf of our members | should like to thank our Committee for all their
work last year dealing with the many problems that were thrown at them, keeping us
in touch with each other and also for the surprise Christmas gift.
We have now had three meetings on Zoom and have two more planned. Our
speaker in December was Sian Fox who gave a light hearted account of her career
as a Home Economist. The next two speakers will be Peta Allingham on “Travels in a
quirky car in Europe” and James Hadden “The taxi driver poet”. These both sound
intriguing.

Bugbrooke WI are collecting used stamps on behalf of Associated Women of
the World (ACWW), a worldwide offshoot of the WI and would appreciate receiving
any used stamps you may have collected. Please give these to any member and we
will make sure they get to the right place.

For further details of Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398.
Brenda Astel

Nature Notes

At this time of the year (we’re newly into January as | type) we could be forgiven for
thinking that everything is on hold and we have to wait for spring before we see much
activity in the countryside. We need to keep our eyes and ears open for signs of what
is going on around us when we’re out on our walks. You could easily believe that
everything has gone to ground and slumbering during the winter months. But stand
and listen carefully (particularly at night) and you’ll be surprised what you hear.

This is the time of the year to listen out for foxes. They have a 3 - 6 day mating
period when they’re quite vocal and you hear the eerie howl! or the scream (sounds
like a female being attacked!) and it's quite worrying until you remember - aah that’s
the foxes.

However, there is something quite relaxing listening to the ‘keewik’ (female) or
the ‘hooing’ (male) of the tawny owls calling to one another just as you’'re dropping
off to sleep - they are about during the day, but you’re more likely to hear and see
them at dusk.

When you’re near trees, listen for the kut-kut-kut of the squirrels. Today we’ve
cleaned some of the squirrel feeders and replenished them. We have cobnuts
growing as the under canopy in our small woodland area. They will then take the
nuts and bury them, often somewhere in the garden and forget where they’ve buried
them. We have small trees popping up all over the garden.

The robins are very happy to see you at this time of the year. Even if I'm not
planning on doing any gardening, | will turn over the soil for them and they’re straight
in there looking for worms and beetles. But they do enjoy the suet, seeds and meal
worms that | include in their diet on the feeding stations at the moment.

I'm also trying to encourage the wood pigeons that the food at the bottom of the
garden is better than we put out for the smaller birds (outside my study window) but |
doubt they will agree. | did see today that a robin dive-bombed a starling (a rare
visitor here) and it flew off without any arguments. | believe it’s this month (I'm writing
at the beginning of January) that the robins start to pair up and mating starts in
March.

There have been 5 pheasants (they appear to be female, rather than juvenile)
strutting about in the garden this afternoon, they seem to like the grasses that we
leave in the corner of our prairie area. It's quite comical watching them jumping up to
reach the seed heads that we leave on over winter.
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PRESTIGE
ROOFING

e Roof‘ ing is aﬂBrthamptgn based 5
com| with over 16 years experlonce and
. .is mana led by ghigbly experienced

rooﬂ‘r‘fg.' tor, We can cover all your®
roofing needs. Incl/uding:

+ FASCIAS + SOFITS s FELBROOFING.

* GUTTERING ¢ TILING * AND REPAIRS

No job is too big or too small and we are
available for local and national pro;ects

»
Pleas ntaﬂfw 7% no
wﬁﬁ'&m

Office: 01604 900 195

woie: 07737 405 419,
email: prestigjﬂatrodfmmal com
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We try not to be too tidy in the garden at this time of the year. We leave some of
the lavenders until the spring before pruning them as we have seen a charm of
goldfinches feeding happily on the seed heads on the bigger bushes of Lavandula
officinalis.. | believe it's now called Lavandula angustifolia just to confuse us.
Consequently, these do get big and leggy if left unpruned, but fortunately, it is very
simple to take cuttings from them every few years.

We saw 7 roe deer when we were out on a walk recently. This is the time when
they seem to venture out into open ground. You're more likely to see them at dawn
and dusk. There is something quite elegantly majestic about the way they stand
proud and look at you before bounding off for cover.

I noticed today that some trees (particularly the chestnuts) are quietly
developing fat buds. With our progressively warmer winters, who knows whether we
will have severe winter weather this year... so far just a flurry of snow and some early
morning frosts... or will we see evidence of spring earlier this year?

Pamela Cox

Bugbrooke Cricket Club

Happy New Year, from everyone at Bugbrooke CC.

This year is starting off a lot like the last one finished, but there is increased
optimism within the cricketing community that we could be looking at a ‘normal’ 2021
season.

We will be returning to our full complement of teams and activities this season.
Our 1st XI (Winners of the 2020 Divisional Cup) will be competing in Division 5, our
2nd XI (Division 10 Cup Finalists in 2020) will be back and our 3rd XI will be returning
from their year off.

Additionally it is our intent to run a full complement of All Stars and Youth
Coaching this upcoming season; we hope to be able to confirm dates for these over
the next few months.

With our expanded Adult and Youth set ups we are increasingly on the lookout
for new recruits at all levels, whether you're new to the game, experienced or
returning after a break we’d be keen to meet you.

As an inclusive club that are always looking to promote the game and push
boundaries, we are especially keen to accommodate any girls or ladies that would
like to participate in cricket, we are currently able to run mixed gender sides in our
regular Saturday Xls, but our long term target is to bring dedicated women’s cricket
sides to Bugbrooke.

Sadly it looks increasingly unlikely that we’ll be able to run any indoor net
sessions this winter, but come the spring we will be running weekly outdoor evening
training sessions.

Finally I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new neighbours at Dower
House, Jack McDonald and family. We thank you in advance for allowing us to
retrieve balls hit for six from your garden!

James Culverhouse - January 2020

Club Secretary - James Culverhouse, 07999 420376, jeulv29@gmail.com
Peter White (President), 50 High St, Bugbrooke, 01604 830452

p.g.white @btinternet.com.

Club emalil : bugbrookecc@gmail.com

www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com

Find us on social media - facebook/twitter/instagram @bugbrookecc
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http://www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com

For professional design, installation &

Bug brOOke stores maintenance services, contact ...
» Newsagents M ugl EStO n's

» National Lottery =
« Fresh Filled Rolls PLUMBING § HEATING

» Pay Zone Top-ups
= General Groceries

Andrew Mugleston, Everdon
office@muglestons.co.uk
www.muglestons.co.uk

* Freshly Baked Bread Tel: 01884 260122 Mob: 07947 315860
* Agems for Dry Cleamng = Installation / maintenance / repair of Gas,
» Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 0il and Solid Fuel boilers and appliances
» Licensed for Wines and Spirits || * Installation of bathrooms, kitchens and
heating systems
Monday to Saturday 7am - 7pm * Smart thermostats, Multi-zone and other

Sunday & Bank Holidays 8am —4pm system upgrades
WE ACCEPT VISA, DELTA  Fiectrical works

MASTERCARD, SWITCH 5-star approval rating under the Troding Standards
‘Buy With Confidence’ scheme o
40, High Street, BUGBROOKE G
Tel: 01604 831711 - = /8 EA @

ANY MAKE & MODEL VEHICL)

DIAGNOSTICS SERVICING REPAIRS WELDING REPAIRS

M.OT'S WHILE "U" WAIT BIKEM OT s
By Appointment every other Saturday
8am - 12pm
)
' /
‘L / —

Hours: 08:00-17:00 Mon-Fni, 08:00-12:00 every other Sat

STEVE DUNKLEY
West Baulk Unit 1, Bugbrooke Road, Kishingbury, NN7 4AY

help kizzleautos. com Tel: 01604 830552 www kizzleautos com
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Annie Boswell

The LINK committee are very sad to hear that Annie Boswell passed away just
before Christmas. Annie was a founder member of the LINK and actually named
our village magazine. Always an ardent supporter, she will be sadly missed. Our
sincere condolences to her family.

Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout group

Just before the Christmas break all groups were given the approval to meet face
to face but unfortunately due to being in tier 4, we are no longer able to meet
except on zoom.

Beavers have been meeting face to face since September and have had a
fun packed term. Beavers and leaders were thrilled to be meeting up again.
Several meetings had to be held via zoom, but the majority were face to face.
When we moved into a shorter lockdown in November the meeting day was
changed so we could hold our campfire and burn the sock Guy Fawkes the
beavers had made at a previous meeting. | think the favourite part of the night was
the toasting of marshmallows. They also learnt some campfire songs. Several
meetings were held on zoom, one meeting as a series of challenges which they all
completed with much laughter and imagination. They always enjoy activities
involving food and they had great fun trying to get a biscuit into their mouth from
their forehead without dropping it or using their hands. They completed their cooks
badge on zoom as well, they all cooked an easy version of scones using three
ingredients which they all pronounced as yummy and by completing a quiz on
healthy eating and exercise. We also made advent calendars over zoom and did
some soap carving.

They all attended a virtual pirate camp by making dens in their house and
sleeping in them. Activities that weekend included making pirate ships from junk,
making and decorating pirate flags, dressing up as pirates and helping to make
pirate themed food. They completed a treasure hunt around the house, parents
were given the clues beforehand to hide around the house and a compass point
scavenger hunt. They all said that they enjoyed the weekend and had great fun
completing the activities. Parents also enjoyed joining in and supporting their
beaver.

Beavers also completed a challenge in the scout hut where they had to get
themselves arranged in age order, but were only allowed to move forward,
backwards or sideways into the hula hoops on the floor. Hula hoops have been
used to keep the beavers 2 metres apart from each other as per scouting rules. All
beavers had the opportunity to lead the activity and direct the other beavers which
they enjoyed doing. They then organised a game of Simple Simon. For the last
night of the term Beavers voted to have a Christmas party. A quiz was organised
by one of the parents and they really enjoyed completing it. Several games were
played, and they all bought along an individual picnic which they ate whilst sitting
in their hula hoops. | am proud of the way in which the beavers have followed the
rules in scouting and am looking forward to seeing them all back at beavers and
hearing about their Christmas holidays even if it is over zoom.

Sue Beckingham
Beaver Scout Leader
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“NETHER HEYFORD TENNIS CLUB"

We are a friendly club that welcomes
players of all ages and abilities.
Major upgrade to all courts July 2020
Membership offers:

Social sessions — mens, ladies, league
level play and a club night open to all.
Coaching —for juniors and adults.
Unlimited play (floodlights available)

We also have teams in the Northants
Tennis League.
Further details- Jo 349094,
jodickson@btinternet.com
clubspark.lta.org.uk/

NetherHeyfordTennisClub
or find us on facebook

kmmmun
Est 1991

FREE Club membership
All Belt Grades awarded FREE
Adults & Children (min. age 4)
£5 per class

Bugbrooke Community Centre
Monday 6-7pm

Kislingbury Village Hall
Wednesday 6-7pm
Thursday 6-7pm
Sunday 10-11am

Our other classes are at
Duston & Upton

Text 07950 260148

l‘r._—Q ook By ciffec
"%M‘A &

-
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g High S

Door

freet

jadniches

e Tt ovler

o/ thepanirydoor
hepantrydocs 3200 gmallcom » DSOS 0339%8

Tows « Fi Setuidny

Find vz cn Foceboos The Pantry Door

N. R. CLAYTON
& SON

Car Servicing, Repairs, MoTs
01604 830704 Mobile: 07710 871 979
Free Collection & Delivery
10 Mile Radius
Free Cowrtesy Cars Available
Fully Skilled Technicians
Fully Insured No VAT
CALL US FOR THE BEST PRICES
& BEST SERVICE
Your Local Independent
Family Run Business
7 Great Lane Bugbrooke NN7 3PE
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Beavers always enjoy activities in-
volving food and they had great fun
trying to get a biscuit into their mouth
from their forehead without dropping
it or using their hands.

Beavers also completed a challenge
in the scout hut where they had to
get themselves arranged in age or-
der, but were only allowed to move
forward, backwards or sideways into
the hula hoops on the floor. Hula
hoops have been used to keep the
beavers 2 metres apart from each
other as per scouting rules.
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Expectant ewes relaxing in Captain's Close just after
Christmas. A couple of days later, most of them had gone,
no doubt off to the maternity ward! - Chris Groves-Kirkby.

Kaye Adams took this one on Christmas Day afternoon in
the Park.




SHOWROOM
APPOINTMENT

NEW SHOWROOM | FREE DESIGN SERVICE

NEW Showroom: 15 Ryehill Court, Lodge Farm Ind Estate, NN5 7EU
[: 01604 582835 WWWSATURNINTERIORS.CO.UK
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orthampton/~

RTHOPAEUDTICS

Mr Jon Campion Mr Gary Mundy
MBES, BMedSa, FRCS MBChB, FRCS, Diploma Sports Med
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon

Expertise and the Highest Professional Standards
In well equipped and comfortable surroundings

Specialising in:

. Knee & Hip Problems

& Arthritis & Joint Replacement Surgery
. Sporting Knee Injuries

. Arthroscopic “Key hole” Surgery

. Joint injections

Virtual Clinic Appointments
Video & Telephone consultations available

Registered with all major health insurance providers
With competitive rates for non-insured “self paying ” patients

Call 0800 7720620

Or
Email: info@northamptonorthopaedics.co.uk

www.northamptonorthopaedics.co.uk
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Village Profile :
Gwynneth White. Retired School Administrator, Bellringer, -
Adverts Production for LINK. g
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? If not, where did you 5%

live before coming here? (At
I was born in a maternity hospital on the Seven Sisters Road %8
near Finsbury Park Station. It was so new that Dad had to
direct the ambulance driver. It is now a block of flats. | have &
lived in Middlesex, Kent, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire
before moving to Bugbrooke.

Where did you get your education?

All but three years of my schooling was in Kent. | remember
some lunch times spent picnicking on the beach with my
mum followed by a dip in the sea. In my final year at Junior
school | would cycle home via the fish and chip shop to buy our lunch.

My secondary education began at Simon Langton Grammar School for Girls in
Canterbury, now demolished to make way for a more modern structure to eliminate
concrete cancer. It was good to see a few old school friends at an open day in 2019
and | was amused to find myself in a photo playing cricket. Not a sport on the
curriculum but a few of us found some kit in the pavilion and were once given
permission to play. | can also remember practising as wicket keeper with my brother
(five years older than me) when an unexpected slightly faster ball almost removed
two front teeth!

Atfter finishing school | went to the University of Birmingham to study
Mathematics and Physical Education and there | met my future husband, Jim, in
Kings Norton Church belfry.

How did you get into bellringing?

The doctor told my father to do more exercise so he decided to take up bellringing
and the rest of us also got involved. | had my first pull of a bell rope when | was six.
We learnt to ring at All Saints church, Whitstable but as there were only six bells we
went to Faversham to practise on eight bells.

My father worked for Middlesex County Council and when it was abolished in
1965 he was transferred to the London Borough of Haringey and we relocated to
Hertford - two churches, one with eight bells the other with ten! | was very fortunate
to be introduced to ringing in London with the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths
(not exclusively a male preserve) where controlling and striking your bell in the
correct place was greatly emphasised. We would also drive to St Clement Danes to
ring for Sunday service once a month, weddings, and the Lord Mayor's Show - we
got a great view of the procession from the church roof.

After graduating at Birmingham Jim and | married and lived in Luton, then
another 10-bell ring.

Did you have a job?

| initially taught Maths at a secondary school in Luton, which wasn’t an enjoyable
experience, until the arrival of our first child, Gillian, fulfiled my ambition of marrying
and having children, further enhanced with the addition of David four years later.

If you could start again what career would you choose?

If I hadn’t gone to university | would have trained to be an infant teacher, following in
my mother’s footsteps. | think it would have been a more successful initiation into
teaching but | am quite content with how my life panned out. | wouldn’t have met Jim!
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Bugbrooke Community Centre
Camp Close, Bugbrooke, Northampton, NN7 3RW
Tel 01604 832834 /07572 201484

- t ’ \

] L . ; :
\"/ W ll / Wedding Receptions, Parties,
13 '"‘/” Exhibitions, Concerts

and indoor and outdoor sporting activities

Fully licensed for live and recorded music,
Dancing and alcohol sales — separate bar area

Capacities: Large hall - 160 Small Hall - 60
Commilttee room - 30

IE GRAHAM STONE ATH ) - R G Home

0 Maintenance
Specialising in sole traders and 8
partnerships. %) 07833360102
Accounts and Self Assessment Tax g 01604 830675

Returns, VAT, Tax Credits and
Payroll Service, Revenue and
Customs enquiries. Richard Gibbon
rghomemaintenance@gmail.com
Free initial consultation.

Very reasonable fees. Painting, Decorating and Garden
Maintenance
B ke North to
Phone Graham or Rebecca on Yot FaxSismgton
01604 876983 or 07740 723682 No Job too Big or too Small

or email grahamstoneta tiscali.co.uk
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| joined the staff at Bugbrooke Primary School as an ancillary and then went on to be
a school administrator at Falconer’s Hill Infants in Daventry moving more into my
father’s line of work - he was a municipal treasurer and accountant. | had the best of
both worlds - school and administration - and have thoroughly enjoyed my work.
What do you like best about Bugbrooke?

Village life. People are so friendly.

What are you most proud of?

My family. They are all anyone could wish for. We now have three grandchildren.
When was your happiest moment?

Our wedding and the births of our two children.

Did you have a happy childhood?

Definitely - loving and stable.

What book would you take to a desert island?

| am not a great reader but | try to regularly read through the Bible so this would be
my undoubted choice.

Do you enjoy music/sport?

Both, | played various recorders and renaissance instruments in the Nene Consort
and the French Horn at school. | participated in the usual school sports and played
hockey in goal for the English Universities second team. Bellringing combines the
two very well and has continued to be my most active hobby. Both Jim and | are
members of the Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers and we edit the
Guild’s annual report. | am currently Daventry Branch Ringing Master though |
haven’t had much to do in the past year!

Other pastimes are crosswords (originally encouraged by my mother to help my
bad spelling then by my father who liked doing the cryptic ones), crochet, desktop
publishing, Pilates and painting.

Which local church has a good peal of bells?

All peals of bells have their own characteristics and it is difficult to define what makes
a good ring. Daventry’s ten bells are a pleasure to ring while we enjoy ringing
regularly on the light six at Heyford, giving us a little relief from Bugbrooke’s rather
heavier five. Rung well, though, they are lovely to listen to and satisfying to ring.
Harpole and Flore also have fine peals of six bells. In some churches the whole
tower moves when the bells are rung. Change ringing originated in England, with
94% of the world’s ringing towers, making it a very special tradition. Access to
belfries are varied and sometimes very interesting. In some cathedrals, it passes
through the space between the ceiling and the roof or even across the roof!
Who/what do you admire most?

Creation - and we’ve only seen a fraction.

Where is your favourite holiday destination?

I love the Scottish scenery, particularly the north west coastal area and the islands
but since we retired we have ranged further afield and found our travels both exciting
and the experiences of other cultures enlightening. We have visited Mumbai twice
and the welcome we received from our daughter-in-law’s family was incredible.
Mumbai wouldn’t be my first choice of holiday destination but | certainly found it eye-
opening.

What is your favourite food/restaurant?

Wherever we go one of our priorities is to sample the local delicacies. Of the many
interesting recipes we have tasted | now have my own versions of Bacalao from
Norway, beer soup from Munich, Goulash from Hungary, parathas, to which we were
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Country |O Comﬂf‘a

MEALS ON WHEELS
Do you know someone that needs a hot cooked meal?

Freshly cooked £ course meals delivered to your door. Monday - Friday 12pm-2pm
Order once or as often as you like. NO CONTRACTS! Towcester and surrounding villages.
For orders and enquiries please contact Marie on
07388935803 or countrycomforts20@yahoo.com
Check out our website and Facebook to see the menu and for more info.
www.countrycomforts.wixsite/countrycomforts
50% OFF your first meal! Only £3.50!

Meals £7

John White

Funeral Directors
John & Jane White
Tim & Karen Barrett
Independent Family Owned
Private Chapels of Rest
24hr Personal Service
Pre Payment Plans Available
188 Watling Street East
Towcester, Northants NN12 6DB
Tel: 01327 359266
. maili@johnwhitefunerals.co.uk
www.Johnwhitefunerals.co.uk
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introduced in Morocco, and, naturally, our Indian cuisine has widened considerably.
On one occasion in Scotland | tried the seafood platter having been assured | could
eat everything on the plate. | got through it but would probably not bother again. | do
remember as a child attempting to extricate a winkle from its shell with a pin. | was
totally unsuccessful!

Have you any advice for younger people?

Forgive. We all make mistakes. Be honest, admit them and learn from them and then
move on.

What in life is most important to you?

My family, of course, but also my Christian faith. | could never deny the experience of
receiving Jesus as my Saviour. As Balthazar says in the film ‘Ben Hur’ “Life has been
answered. God has answered it.”.

Interview by Pat Kent

History Group

In December the History Group usually has a Winter Walk. Because of Covid 19 we
took a walk on Zoom. Margaret Cooke guided us round the paths of Stowe, pointing
out monuments and their significance and history. For once we didn’t get frozen by
our walk but neither did we enjoy the usual mulled wine and seasonal snacks and
happy get together. We will make up for that in 2021 we hope. Thank you Margaret
for a fascinating walk. We are looking forward to doing it physically in the summer.

Our November Zoom was a talk by Ria Chambers on food during the 2nd World
War. Rationing ensured a limited diet which was surprisingly healthy.

Our January Zoom will be about the craft of laddermaking. This should be of
particular interest to those now living in Laddermaker’s Yard.

In February we look forward to hearing about the history of the Royal Theatre in
Northampton, and later in the year it's all about Canons Ashby. Soon we hope to
return to the Community Centre for sociable meetings again, but until then, thank-you
to everyone who has supported the Zoom meetings.

You are very welcome to join our Zoom meetings but you will need to use a link
which I will happily send to you if you supply me with your e-mail address.

A big thank you to the Parish Council for a grant which will help to pay for
speakers at a time when we can collect no entrance fees or subscriptions.

Pat Kent secretary e-mail: frksp6@gmail.com

Village Green

Happy 2021! Hopefully in the coming months we will be free of COVID-19 restrictions
and able to get back to a more normal way of life. However, the consensus is that we
need to get back to a different kind of normal, one that is kinder to our environment.

This year the UK will host the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the
Parties (COP26), where the global community will agree coordinated action to tackle
climate change. Although governments will be leading, contributions from individuals
will be vital too.

It may not seem as though your individual actions could make an impact, but
you’d be surprised: every time you put food scraps in your food caddy or compost bin
instead of the landfill bin, every time you choose to buy second hand instead of
brand new from a giant online retailer, every time you switch off your engine when
waiting outside school to collect your children...it all adds up.

Here’s a few ideas to kick-start your fight against climate change:
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/CHIROPODY TREATMENT\

Do you suffer from Corns, Hard Skin, Bunions or Verrucae?
Do Your Feet Hurt at the End of the Day?

Have your feet cared for in the
comfort of your own home

Telephone 01604 406741

KEN BR|G HT MBChA MSSCh

£25.00 per visit

BB CONSULTANTS & CO
In need of A Change!

For a personal, professional. cosi effective service
Contact:

Bernadette Berrill
Tax Specialist.
Annual / Management Accounts
Computerisation of your Business.
Book keeping / PAYE / VAT Service and Advice
Business Planning & Development.

Ask about our Fixed Fee service, one fee for a year’s service.
We would be delighted to give you a quote. 3

2A The Paddocks bernadctte @ bbeconsultants co.uk
Bugbrooke

Northants Tel [ Fax 01604 832511
NN7 30QR Mabile: 07768 104404
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° Switch your energy provider to one that sources electricity from
renewable sources (and gas too if possible). Check out https://
bigcleanswitch.org.

° See where you can save energy (and money) around the home - turning
the thermostat down, turning appliances off (rather than leaving on
standby)

° Switch your internet search engine to www.ecosia.org, which uses
advertising revenue to support tree-planting projects around the world

° Have meat-free days, and when you do eat meat try to choose local and/
or organic if possible

° Look for local fruit and vegetables that are in season (and so have not
flown half-way around the world)

° Instead of brand new, consider buying second-hand from a local selling

group (there’s so many hidden carbon emissions involved in making and
transporting ‘stuff’, including clothes)

° Seeing if items/clothing can be repaired is another way of saving
emissions and reducing waste

° Use your food caddy or compost bin for food scraps (reduces the
methane that is emitted from food rotting in landfill)

° Consider taking the train instead of domestic (or even European) flights,
and perhaps leave the car at home and walk or cycle if possible

° Remember your reusable coffee cup and shopping bags (reduces waste
and also the emissions involved in manufacturing single-use cups and
bags)

Some of these will be easier than others, but even if all of us can only manage 3
or 4 from this list, that is better than just a handful of people doing all 10.
Clare Slater
Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton
Member of South Northants Action on Climate htips.//www.facebook.com/
southnorthantsactiononclimate/
https.//www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/

The Street Names of Bugbrooke
Have you ever thought about how the road you live on got its name? If we start to
think historically it is possible to work it out.

The early inhabitants in the village would have lived near their Church as you
find in most other villages such as Kislingbury, Harpole or Heyford. This would have
happened here and it is known that the oldest part of the current village is West End
and probably accounts for the footpath we know as Trent Valley providing a direct
link from there to the church. However most of the rest of the village grew elsewhere
and could be explained by the fact that the brook meandered much more before
1970 when it was dredged from the Canal through to the River Nene at Heyford. The
brook would flood frequently before this dredging and the extent of flooding can be
gauged by the positioning of Trent Valley and the footpath across Captains Close
which would have been sited just beyond the scope of most floods so they could be
consistently used. The dredging cut off all meanders through the village and across
the fields between here and Heyford. The consequence was to build on higher
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Bugbrooke St. Michaels Football Club

A modern, affordable venue

Bugbrooke St. Michaels Football Club invite you to celebrate your big occasion
at our newly renovated, spacious clubhouse.

Modern, spacious venue for over 150 people

Varied and fully stocked contemporary bar

Great sized kitchen/prep area

Free wifi, modern projector system and flat screen TVs

Regular DJ available to hire if required

®
| == With the best facilities and prices in Bugbrooke, choose BSMFC

for your party, wedding, christening or corporate event.

To book or to come and see what the club has to offer you, please call

Kevin Gardner (Chairman) on 07889 288189 or email us at bsmfc1929@gmail.com

t}“ SANDY LANE PLANTS _»~

o
V"
Quality Garden Plants & Helpful Advice
*Bedding *Perennials
*Trees *Shrubs *Rockery plants

*Garden Ornaments *Pots
Sandy Lane, Harpole, Northants, NN7 4DG (near Duston) 01604 831102

find us on google or facebook—"Sandy Lane Plants”

Mention The Link to save 10%

|
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ground hence the High Street with link roads to the Church via Church Lane, Ace
Lane, and Great Lane via Trent Valley. Ace Lane up to the 1960s was known as
Little Lane and Great Lane as Big Lane before being changed by the Parish Council.
At one stage Great Lane was Post Office Lane because the PO was in the region of
numbers 5 and 7. It is also believed Ace Lane was once Haste Lane being a short
cut to church for those in a hurry. These old names stem from early village
history .

The Wharf appeared with the advent of the canal in the late 1700s when coal and
other materials would have been offloaded and delivered to Bugbrooke and
surrounding villages. Public houses such as The Swan and The Old Crown catered
for the navvies and bargees. In thel980s the Wharf farmhouse outbuildings were
converted into The Wharf public house.

The High Street has been the major road throughout village history and is where
the large farmhouses were built such as Camp Farm, 79 High Street, The Grange, 2
Ace Lane, 2 The Paddocks, Merriefields, Homestead Farm and Manor House. Other
substantial buildings were built in Northants sandstone along with cottages which
would have held farm workers associated with the farmhouses.

Significant expansion began to be seen in the 1930s with blocks of council
houses on Butts Hill and Camp Hill and the development of Johns Road and the
Crescent. Butts Hill seems to suggest a firing area was located in the area—a butt
being the mound behind a rifle practice area. This may have been in the old sandpits
where the Garage and Telephone Exchange now stand. This pit would account for
the steep hill and tough walk from the garage bus stop to Chipsey Avenue. The
Crescent is what it is but Johns Road is believed to be named from the landowner
who released the land on which the houses were built. This was John Levitt whose
name is also recognised in Levitts Road that was built in the 1940s and 50s. At the
same time Chipsey Avenue was built and Spencer Close followed in the 1970s.
These names also recognised the landowner. This was Northampton Grammar
School. Chipsey and Spencer are the names of 2 houses at the school along with
Beckets and Crispins. Those interested in football might be interested to work out
how the rebel footballers from the rugby playing school came to name their club The
Chenecks in the 1940s. Only Crispins is missing so they played in their
colours. (To be continued)

John Curtis

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2020

2020 has been a difficult time for all charities, including last year’s poppy appeal on
behalf of the Royal British Legion. Despite the recent lockdown that led to the
gathering in of collecting tins on November 4th, a week early, | would very much like
to thank everybody who gave to this year's appeal. We wish to thank the Parish
Council, who purchased a wreath again, all the local shops, Public Houses and other
outlets in the village including Harben and the Petshop who did very well after putting
out boxes and collection tins. A special thank you in particular goes to Bugbrooke
Primary School who did exceptionally well this year. The final sum raised by the
village of Bugbrooke was £501.05 which is, not surprisingly under the circumstances,
lower than last year’s total of £829.18. This total though does not include those kind
people who went online or had their own initiatives to raise funds for the RBL.
However this year’s V-shaped pin badges have sold well in remembrance of VE Day
and end of World War Two in 1945.

John Perkins (Poppy Appeal Organiser)
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DawnCollettHair tel: 07891265184

HairStylist

"We have all seen her

and not withour a little envy.

She needn't be beautiful

Her hair, her style i1s unmistakably her own”

My aim s to make you fabulows

Services Avallable

Ladies Dry Cut::  £15.00

Ladies Cut and Finish:  £25.00

* Ladies Full Head Colour: £40.00

* Ladies Full Head Highlights:  £50.00

¥ Prices Include Cut and Finish

Men's Cut:  £10.00

Personal Statement

As an experlenced stylist. | am able to give gach
individual client a professional and friendly service.
My role Is to listen and understand your needs, offer
advice on the services and help you make the right
choices. People are individuals and working

together, we can bring out the best In you.

telephone: 07891265184 email: dawn@dawncolletthair.co.uk

Bugbrooke Sports and Community Centre. Camp Close. Bugbrocke, Northampton, NN7 3RW
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Walking During Lockdown
| have lived in Bugbrooke for 43 years and have walked with my children along the
canal and over many fields. When the first lockdown came in March, | started to re-
visit my walks and must say | really enjoyed them again. | found a lot more walks
around the village and have a few favourites.

One favourite of mine is along the canal to Nether Heyford, back along the pub-
lic footpaths across the fields that lead to Heygates Mill. Another one is to walk the
canal in the direction of Gayton, this takes you to the public footpath across the fields
and back into Bugbrooke.

These walks are so beautiful in all the seasons. The walk to Anchor Farm is my
absolute favourite:-

From the the community centre
you go across the football field, up the
path by the side of the rugby pitches,
across a couple of fields until you come
to the farm track...

Turn left down the track, all the %
way until you come to the big oak tree .
on the right, take a right turn and go
across two fields until you reach the
Rothersthorpe Road...

Turn right and Anchor Farm is
about 50 metres up on the right. As you
get to the old bridge (now no longer
used by cars). There is an opening on
the right that leads back down onto the
canal which will bring you all the way |
back into Bugbrooke.

When walking there’s so much to
see if you just take a moment to look,
listen to the birds singing, hear the
quiet ! It's so peaceful, what more can
you want, we are so lucky to live in
such a lovely village, especially in
these hard times.

Dawn Fordham
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Very different aspects of winter in
Bugbrooke. The first by Jason
Bicknell from early December,
then Jennie Woods atmospheric
picture of the playground at the
end of Johns Road at Christmas.

Thanks to the administrators of
the Bugbrooke Pictures Old and
New and the photographers for
allowing us to use these.

'A N Two contrasting pictures from
_| lan Barnby. The first capturing
a typically bleak January day,

P2 oam¥ the second when he couldn't
‘w’?’” \‘, help noticing these water

- droplets on some moss on
the side of his house. Looks
almost festive .
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P W LANDSCAPING
SERVICES

Working in conjunction with
P W BUILDING SERVICES
we can offer the following
services for your garden

Garden design and advice
Paving-Patios-Brickwork-Stonework
Decking-Fencing-Timber Retaining Walls
Turfing
Outdoor Lighting
Email: david.pwbuilding@btinternet.com
Facebook: PW Landscaping Services
Tel: 01604 582298 Mobile: 07786628049

If it goes to answer phone
please leave a message

PW BUILDING SERVICES
st Since 1973

Tel: 01604 582298 Mobile: 07786 628049
email: david pwbuilding@btintemet.com
www. pwbuilding-services.co.uk

WE OFFER THE TOTAL PACKAGE!
Building Works  Extensions
Loft & Garage conversions
Carpentry & Joinery

4 -+ 7"~ Plastering
~ < . Plumbing
i1 & S5 Tiling
o A Electrical
2 ;.‘ : f\' i Roofing
: e Decorating
Insurance Work

We Can Organise It All For You!
Free Quotes & Advice Given
F I7'S NOT ON THE ABOVE LIST RLEASE &S FWECGAN DO [T

NUSPRAYS

(Litchborough)
Kevin W. Bridger

=1

* Resprays
» Body Repairs
» Welding

Unit 19, Litchborough Industrial
Estate, Litchborough

Telephone: 01327 830155

LAPTOP &
COMPUTER

Printer, Apple Mac, Setup,
Repairs, Internet, Network,
Wireless, Virus Infection,
Data Recovery, Home/
Office Computer Problems
7days service from £40
No Fix No Fee
Qualified & Experienced
01604 281878
07925 338435
We Visit You

pclaprepairs@gmail.com
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SEWING MACHINE ]
Cornhill Squash Club

New members welcome

We are a small local club,
just 5 miles north of Towcester,
offering basic facilities for

SERVICE & REPAIRS || ™" agtdpjggg;egﬁve play

by a local expert the cheapest rates in the area
GOOD RATES . \
No VAT First years annual membership £45
0 Games £3 per person
Reconditioned models available 40 minute session
Jeft Haynes Contact Simon Langley 07517 802454
52 Newton Road, Duston
Northampton NN5 6TL For an application form
Tel: (01604) 376056 or a free introductory game

Mobile: 07966 802703

A+M

Washing Machine Services

New machines from £235
== with free delivery and fitting
2 year guaranteed machines £280
O Reconditioned Machines
N—""" From £120 inc. 6 months guarantee
REPAIRS - vo cALL-0UT CHARGE ON ACCEPTED ESTIMATES

01327 340276
Mobile 07850 567317
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Upper Nene Villages U3A Group

The U3A - the University of the Third Age - aims to stimulate educational and

recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle

-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at Bugbrooke

Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm (except

for December, on the second Monday) and non-members are welcome as guests.
There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups - most suspended at the time of writing -

that have met regularly, including Book and Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for

Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, ‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’

German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading

and Scrabble. (The Photography Group now has virtual meetings by video link and

the Genealogy Group plans similar meetings early in the New Year).

Planned events, unlikely to take place under regulations prevailing at the time of

writing:

Monday 15 February 2021 at 2.00pm - ‘Growing up in Bulgaria and Learning to Play

the Cello’ by Milena Kavrakova.

Monday 15 March at 2.00pm - ‘Sweet Memories’ by Kevin Varty.

For the latest information, including any changes to meetings and for general

enquiries, visit the website https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene.

A Different World

This is a short account of what life was i
like before television, computers, mobile g
phones, the Internet, etc. This is mainly about |
life in the 1940s and early 50s. 5

The war years Evacuees - We had
many evacuee children living in the village
during the war. | remember waiting with my
parents and many other villagers to greet <l ‘
their (evacuees) arrival in two double-decker \ :
buses outside the village school. The children ) / »
were then allocated by the village committee ,
to live with various families who were thought -
to be the most appropriate. As a result, we ‘ ' ‘ B
had one girl and her two brothers and one
boy on his own who came to live with us in Tom Grant
Butts Hill (No: 35) now, Kislingbury Road. All
the evacuee children went to the village school and integrated into village life. They
stayed for probably about 2 years. Some fifty years after this, my mother answered a
knock on the door, at number 35, to see a man standing there, who said, “Hello aunt
Em”, she said “Hello, but | don’t know who you are” to which he replied, “You should
do, because | lived with you in this house many years ago.” He then told her he was
one of the two young brothers that we had stay with us. What a surprise.

School - Going to school was much different. | left the village school in 1946,
aged 1lyrs, after | had passed the scholarship to the Grammar School. The
Headmaster of the village school was Mr Oliver and the teachers | remember were
Miss Wright, Mrs Jones, Miss Spring and Miss Bowstead. As well as the normal
lessons we would go out for nature walks where we were shown various flowers,

)
|
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That's excellent!
(But make a note of
our telephone
number just in case)

PC-FirstAid.com Limited
Your Local Computer Paramedic Service

Call 01604 870394

Email: support@pc-firstaid.com

Free diagnosis, no-obligation quote <\ stA/e,

— N

No call-out charges ()

No fix, no fee e

Free loan computers /
Available evenings and weekends Oy o

One year's remote support included 604
with setup or major service

M & L BANNISTER
GENERAL BUILDERS

Extensions & E’EH'D".-’CITIDHS . FIDor & wall tiling
Plastering services ® Landscaping

FREE Quotations

T: 01604 832040 M:07731 462956
www.northampton-construction.co.uk

Find un one.

faceboal.
shannisherouilders

cal DUs
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birds etc. This resulted in my lifelong interest in wildlife. At school the older children, |
think from 13yrs upwards were allowed time off school to help with potato picking to
ensure as much food as possible was collected to help the war effort. This was
because many of our village men were away in the war. There were also a number of
both German and ltalian prisoners of war helping out on the farms. These POW’s
were very friendly and helpful and glad to be away from the front line. | believe one of
them stayed on after the war and married a local girl. Typical of children, we used to
hope a German bomb would drop on the school one night, so that we did not have to
go.

Village support during the war - Bugbrooke had its own Home Guard Unit. They
used to parade on Sunday mornings and we children used to watch them. During the
first few weeks after forming they did not have any weapons. In due course, they had
one rifle, which Mr Philip Campion, who was their commander, had. It was so much
like “Dad’s Army”. Bugbrooke also had its own Fire Brigade, of which my Dad (Mont)
was a member. The fire pump vehicle was kept at Frank Barford’s Garage, at the
bottom of Butts Hill. Despite the serious intention of these two village services, they
each produced many amusing stories. As far as | can recall, no German bomb
dropped on the village itself, although, two or three landed locally. | remember a
massive bomb crater near Kislingbury turn. It is believed that these bombs were
ditched by the German pilots, so they did not get into trouble for still having a bomb
onboard when they returned home. In November 1940, my Dad got my sisters and
me out of bed. He told us to look out of the front bedroom window, in the direction of
Daventry, where the sky was orange. His words were “Coventry is getting it tonight”.
This of course, was the Coventry Blitz. We also had to cope with the village being in
total darkness, as there were no
streetlights. It was also an
offence to have a light shining P
from your home.

Entertainment and
Activities Games - One popular
game we enjoyed during the
dark evenings was called “Give
a little whistle”. For this a
number of mixed boys and girls
gathered together and divided
into two teams. One team then
went off to hide somewhere in
gardens etc where we ensured
no damage occurred, to hide.
After approximately ten minutes,
the second team set off to find
them, shouting “Give a little
whistle”, if they were lucky, they
would hear a soft whistle, to
indicate where they were hiding.

Fishing - Fishing in the
canal and sometimes the river
was another pastime, as was
paddling in the brook at The

Tom’s father and uncle on their threshing ma-
chine.
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Local from
Bugbrooke

\N W‘N UPVC WINDOWS,
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ENERGY A RATED
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Full range of coloured
composite doors available

Telephone: 01604 588139
Bugbrooke, Northampton

Mobile: 07825 238881

Email: inwindows@hotmail.co.uk
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Wheelpits and swimming in the canal and river.

Birds Nesting - Sadly, | have to report that one of the most popular activities was
birds nesting and collecting birds’ eggs. This was before this activity became illegal,
around 1950. There were a number of special areas to search, one of which was
Smiths Lane. Many children in the village would collect and swap birds’ eggs.

Train Numbering - Another popular children’s pastime was collecting train
numbers. We would spend hours waiting in the field by the railway bridge going
towards Birds Hill.

Tree Climbing - Many of us were quite good at climbing trees, particularly to get
to birds (Rooks and Crows) nests and throw out the eggs. One special tree was
known as the Hollow Tree which stood in the park. It was formed when the wind blew
half of it off its very wide trunk. After several years the centre of it rotted away
allowing a big empty interior of some six feet. Some older children knocked in six-
inch nails on the inside of the trunk. This allowed us to climb down and stay in there
for some time. We even took some comics to read.

Church Lads Brigade (CLB) - Bugbrooke had its own very active and successful
CLB. We used to meet weekly in the Sunday School. We had our impressive
marching band which paraded regularly through the village. | personally played a
side drum. The band was invited to play at other villages, and | remember taking part
in a big display at Earls Barton. We also had a very successful 7 a side football team
which won a county wide CLB competition. The
other members of the football team were Terry
Ward, Maurice Foster, Ron Dunkley, Keith Bastin,
Ray Flavell and Bernard Gardner. We also went
camping for a week at Clifton, near Deddington in
Oxfordshire.

Sledging - We had many hours of fun during
the winter months sledging on the snowcovered
hills. The two popular areas were, The Clumps and
the Second Clumps which is a hill in a field on the §
left side of the bottom of Birds Hill. I can also
remember many of us digging others out of snow
drifts which were approximately four feet deep in
the winter of 1947. In the countryside, the snow
was so deep; it covered the hedges and the whole
area looked like a giant sheet.

Football - | played regularly for the very
successful village football team; with among |
others, John Bannard, Tony Wooding, Terry Ward, | !
Pete Attwood, Ray Flavell, Keith Bastin and Don
“‘Dodler” Britten. We won many competitions,
including the Daventry Charity Cup and the
Northants Lower Junior Cup. Our home games
were played up the School Close.

Cricket - Although | was easily the youngest member, | enjoyed playing in the
village Cricket Team, being the first to play on the artificial wicket. Other players
included Jack “Skip” Heygate, Harold Ward, Jack Holt, Ken Bulliman, Sid Robinson,
Arthur Jeffrey and Ben Collins. As a young lad, | learned a lot from these characters.
Both these sports were well attended and supported by the village community. There
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Radmore Cattery
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The Complete Service
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was of course, no TV sport to watch.

Other Village Activities - Every Sunday morning we would see many husbands
carrying a big tin with a cloth over it. This tin held Yorkshire pudding batter, with a
joint of meat in the middle. These men were all heading for the village bakehouse
run by Mr Fred Barnes. He put these tins into his massive baking oven. The men all
stood outside chatting away, until the shout “They’re Up”, when Mr Barnes would
retrieve the tins from the oven with a long pole, holding a big flat metal end. Each
husband then quickly walked back home with the hot Yorkshire pudding and meat
for Sunday lunch. The village butcher was Mr Harry Lovell. Many people reared
their own pigs and twice a year | walked with my Dad to lead one of our pigs
through the village to the Butchers, to be slaughtered and processed. After
processing and salting, my parents used to hang flitches of bacon and hams inside
our kitchen walls and over the next few months we would enjoy eating them.
Bugbrooke had its own Fish and Chip shop which was owned and run by Mr “Fishy”
Leeden. As kids, we used to enjoy going there for a pennorth of batter bits.

Coach Trips - After the war, my mother, Emily, organised many coach trips
from the village, using Websters Coaches, as very few people in the village had
cars. These trips went to seaside towns including, Skegness, Clacton, Hunstanton,
Southend and Southsea. She also arranged trips to Wicksteed Park, Billing
Aquadrome and to the ice hockey at Wembley. These trips were always fully
booked. One trip to the ice hockey encountered very dense fog (smog), when we
had to stay overnight in Wembley indoor stadium. The next day, some of the men,
including my Dad, walked by the kerb, in front of the coach so the driver could see
the way. | well remember the raucous sing songs accompanied by Arthur Adams on
this mouth organ for the return journeys home.

Farmers - | used to regularly visit local farms with my Dad and the threshing
machine. There seemed to be so many rats living in the ricks of corn that were
going to be threshed. My Dad frequently would hold a rat by its tail and smash it on
his hobnail boot. | also, together with other village youngsters, used to turn up at
harvest time when the corn was being cut by the binders. Rabbits used to run out
as the corn was being cut and we would, if successful, kill them with our sticks and
take them home to eat. Before myxomatosis, rabbit meat was a very popular
delicacy, as meat was rationed.

Other Life - Once or maybe twice a month there was a black and white film
shown at the village school. This was a very popular. | remember seeing among
other films “The Scarlet Pimpernel”. Among other things | used to enjoy was the talk
my Dad used to have at home with his village mates. These included Bill Sharp and
Lou Mead, who was our village hairdresser. | used to split my sides with laughter
listening to the stories they used to relate to each other.

In conclusion | feel | was very lucky to enjoy growing up in the village of
Bugbrooke, with such a friendly, happy and helpful community. | have mentioned
many of these above and apologise for the very many | have not been able to
include. Over the years the buildings, village layout and indeed the whole way of life
have changed significantly. It is however, the residents who develop a community
spirit which determines what life is really like. Join me when we say with pride “I
come from BUGBROOKE”.

Tom Grant
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December’s Quiz Answers

Wl.?e Treasure Hunt: A7 (Ace Lane) 8 ACE CORNER, b Portcuiis at no4; C10 (Church Lane) a5 Bells,
b.Laddermakers Yard, ¢ The 'Cha'se. d ORCHARD HOVSE (sic), e Flowerpot man at 7A fKettle Cottage; C8
(Camp Hill) Buchebroc; G13 (Georges Avenue) Cat Nap Corner at no.6; GS (Great Lane) a. THE VILLAGE
TAKEAWAY. b.Gorllla at no 7. ¢ ' Won the Ashes'; H10 (High Street) a Holly Bank, b. THE MANSE. ¢ Bakers Arms
(on the pub sign), d.53, e.The gate at Quakers Cottage; {. Cattle ?nd at no.50; J8 (Johns Road) a. Teddy on the side
wall of 2 Smitherway, b Electricty substation next to no.45; L11 (Levitts Road) Royal Mail (on the postbox), M15
(Mdlennium Green) 5; O8 (Oaklands) Art work at no 26; P12 (Pilgrims Lane) a Sorry. has now flown away'
b.GROVE END, ¢ Butterfly &t no.23, d May 2020 on telegraph pole by nos. 31/33, e The cat W7 (West End) A well
and a pump, Pub Quiz: 1 Rovers Return Inn, Coronation Street; 2 The Dog in the Pond’ Hollyoaks; 3 The Cat &
Fiddle, the other pub in the The Archers; 4. The Woolpack, Emmerdale; 5.Charlie's. Neighbours: 6.The Drunken
Clam, Family Guy; 7. The Queen Victoria, East Enders; 8 The Broken Drum, Discworld, 9. The Bull. The Archers
10 Neptune's Bar, Benidorm, 11 Feathers. The Royale Family; 12 Cheers, Cheers; 13.The Hog's Head, Harry
Potter: 14.The Nag's Head Only Fools and Horses: 15.The Crown, Men Behaving Badly. 16.The Butchers
Arms, Last of the Summer Wine. 17.The Black Swan, Family Affairs; 18.The Archer, Two Pints of Lager and a
Packet of Crisps: 19.The Hand & Racquet, Hancock's Half Hour: 20.The Bronze - Buffy the Vamrue Slayer. Top of
the Pops: 1990 Unchained Melody, Righteous Brothers 1991 | Do it For You, Bryan Adams 1992 | Will Always
Love You. Whitney Houston 1993 1'd Do Anything for Love. Meat Loaf 1994 Love Is All Around, Wet Wet Wet
1995 Think Twice, Celine Dion 1996 Killing Me Softly, Fugees 1897 Candle In The Wind. Elton John 1958
Believe, Cher 1999 Baby One More Time, Brtney Spears 2000 Can We Fix It? Bob the Builder 2001 It Wasn't
Me, Shaggcy 2002 Anything |s Possible. Will Young 2003 Where Is The Love, Black Eyed Peas 2004 Do They
Know It's Christmas? Band Aid 2005 Is This the Way To Amarilo, Tony Christie 2006 Crazy, Gnarls Barkley
2007 Umbrella, Rihanna 2008 Hallelujah, Alexandra Burke 2009 Poker Face, Lady Gaga 2010 Firefies, Owl
City 2011 Someone Like You, Adele 2012 Somebody That | Used to Know, Gotye 2013 Blurred Lines, Rabin
Thicke 2014 Rather Be, Clean Bandit 2015 Want to want me, Jason Derule 2018 One Dance. Drake 2017
Shape Of You, Ed Sheeran 2018 One Kiss, Calvin Harris 2018 Someane You Loved. Lewis Capaldi. ...and|
something a litle different: And girls in slacks remember Dad, And oafish louts remember Mum, And
sleepless children’s hearts are glad, And Christmas morning bells say ‘come!’ (Betjeman, 'Christmas’ 1954)
(Every 7th letter, excluding spaces and punctuation, (fmes..table..in sevens) finishing at 14x7 (...fo
hundred) followed by every 5th letter ( Try five In same fine fo remain ), likewise every 6th 9th 5th 8th, 7th 9th )

Jason Bicknell’s atmospheric
photograph of the entrance to
Captains Close




SB FLOORING SUPPLIES LTD

MOBILE SHOWROOM
CARPETS - LAMINATE - VINYL'S - WOOD - KARNDEAN

WITH OVER TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE TRADE YOU
CAN BE SURE OF GETTING THE RIGHT ADVICE AND SERVICE

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED
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S0 GIVE STEVE A CALL ......
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or 07747837857
www.flooringsuppliesnorthampton.co.uk

heyford books

Second hand books, form produce,
greetings cards, church supplies,
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A friendly, professional seryice Quaranteed

Tel: 01604 832777

www.willowviewwebsites.co.uk
(Take & look at vur portfolio 10 see examples of ou websiles )
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GENERAL TREE SURGERY

Tree Felling + Dismantling
Crown Reductions * Thinning
Pruning * Pollarding
Hedge Cutting *+ Garden Help

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

Call Colin on

07890 965204 or 01604 839309

Based on Blisworth Road, Gayton
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Cloudy2Clear, A Local
Family Service With A Smile

I think we can all agree
that the sooner we see
the back of 2020 and
this dreadful Corona
Virus the better. That
sild, there are also some
heart warming positives
that we can take out of
this sltuation. It has
often been sald that we
can only really get to
know one another and
realise what is truly
important in times of
crisis. 1think few would
argue that in this case
what has proven (o

be important is local
community spirit and
lamily,

When tulking w Trevor
& Wendy Skidmore the
owners of Cloudy2Clear
Northampton & Oxford
1t became clear that these

values have been held

for over 13 years. Since
buying the local franchise
in 2006 they have
remained e (o their
core values of supporting
the local commumity
whilst introducing their 2
sons Lloyd & Ross into
the family business along
with Dan, Murk & Jo as
demand for their service
has grown

Ihe Cloudy2Clear service
I hmoney saving one
that only reguires the
glass to be replaced and
nol the whole window
once the unit has failed
Wendy commented “we
were able Lo assist our
communily through the
Tast financial crisis in
20008 due 10 the savings
that can be made when

USINE OUL SeTvVice
Unfortunately we
might be gomg through
something similir again
soon and the public can
rest assured that we will
be there to belp again™

For a free quatation please
call 0800 61 21 118 o>
visit cloudy2elearco.uk

All C2C
emplovees
operaite a
strict social
distancing
policy.,

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up?

All glaging bached by sur

25

YEAR

GUARANTEE

Jane

“I really liked the fact
that they were a local
family run business™

t Beard

midﬂ

trader

We are a
Which!
Trusted Trader

clowd

CLEAR

BEIFLACING YOUSR FAILED DOUSLE GLATING

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handlies or hinges?

Priority freephone

0800 61 21118

www.cloudylclear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money , n
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Ofsted

.
BUUGBROOKY! PRE- CHOOL
A great place for Children to grow

Sessions available 8am-6pm all year round
for children aged 2-4

Funded sessions available for qualifying B year olds
and all § years and over

Qualified staff with a wealth of experience
Large enclosed garden

Viliage walks

Ofsted registered childcare and educational
facility pre-school in Bugbrooke for 2-8yrs old

01804832347  hello®bugbrookepre-school com www.bugbrookepre-school com

Village Hall, 14 High Street, Bugbrooke, Northampton, NN7 3PA
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