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 Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 233), April 2022 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

Thanks so much to all of you who have provided details for 
your clubs, societies, news and events. It really feels that we 
have collectively turned a corner and that there will be plenty 
of interesting and worthwhile activities to take part in over the 
next few months. 

Getting involved is as easy as ABC where A is for the allotments, B is for bowls, 
bird watching and bell ringing and C is for cricket and the church fete. 

The LINK Annual General Meeting is planned to be at 2 pm on Thursday 05 
May 2022 at 31 Pilgrims Lane and you’re welcome to attend. It would be really 
helpful to let us know in advance so that we can plan for numbers of chairs. 

If you’re interested in assisting the LINK committee with input or production, do 
come along to the AGM or contact us by email for one of us to call you back for a 
chat. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 02 
May 2022, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that our preferred 

way of receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Parish Council Report 
At the January meeting we discussed Gigaclear who are going to introduce fibre-
based broadband to the village this year as part of their rollout around the County. An 
open public meeting was scheduled for March to present and answer questions to 
residents about all aspects of the proposed works. According to their initial mapping 
of the village it would appear that disruption will be at a minimum and the amount of 
trenching required is minimal due to presence of existing ducting which can be used. 

The proposed Environmental Group’s first meeting took place in March with 
engagement with Village organisations. Further information on this activity can be 
found elsewhere in this issue under ‘Village Green’. Going forward you will see that 
there will be further meetings and engagement with Village organisations. 

The Queen’s Jubilee is coming soon and the PC discussed their involvement. It 
was decided that we as an organisation were not going to put on an event but rather 

support others who were putting on local events. A limited number of ‘Big Jubilee 
Lunch celebration packs’ containing bunting for any street or garden parties taking 
place in Bugbrooke on 5th June will be available on a first come first served basis. 
More details will be posted on the Bugbrooke Parish Council website and on 
Facebook telling you how to request a pack. 

A Calendar of all 2022 PC meetings is posted on village noticeboards and feel 
free to attend any of our meetings where you will be given the opportunity to express 
your opinion if you so want. Alternatively, please contact either the Parish Clerk or 
any of your Parish Councillors with any issues or ideas you may have. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 
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Easter is About The Person of Christ! 
Christianity is based, not simply on ideas and moral teachings, 
but on events.  At Christianity’s centre we do not find a theory, 
but a person; the person of Jesus Christ.   

Jesus is a person who is widely misunderstood with many 
people having a false mental picture of him!  This stems perhaps 
from a certain type of religious art, or from a failure to grow up 
from Sunday School concepts and stories.  Far too often Jesus 
seems to be thought of as a rather anaemic character meek and 
mild, more interested in flowers, birds the welfare of children than 
in the harsh world of reality! 

How different is the towering and majestic figure we read about in the New 
Testament!  We see there a man marked out as a dangerous rebel by the corrupt 
authorities of his day; a man who drew tremendous crowds; a man who inspired 
others to deeds of heroism; a man who took the uncompromising road to martyrdom; 
a man who knew first hand the whole colour pallet of human emotions!  Problems, 
sadness, anger, disappointment, hunger, thirst, abandonment, agonising pain to 
name the obvious. 

Christ was interested in the welfare of children of course, however, he was also 
a man among men, and the world he moved in was largely a man’s world; a harsh 
world of hatred, intrigue, brutality, and revenge. 

The New Testament shows us a dynamic figure who waged war against evil 
with the weapons of love, openness kindness and forgiveness. 

Not that he was soft in any way.  Against these greatest evils of pride, hypocrisy 
and humbug his attack was blistering and devastating. 

Men fitting the above description are rare, but not unique, perhaps a fair number 
of men have shown at least some of these qualities and a few men have 
demonstrated a sufficient dynamic to found great religious movements; Gautama the 
Buddha who founded Buddhism, and Muhammad the founder of the Muslim religion 
for example. 

This raises the question why should we follow Christ and Christianity, rather 
than Buddha and Buddhism or Muhammad and Islam? These too were great men, is 
there any real difference between them? 

Yes, is the simple answer, rooted in the events of history and as observed by 
Dr. Nelson Glueck ‘it may be stated that no archaeological discovery has ever 
controverted (contradicted) a biblical reference’, …… we have the Christ of the Cross 
and the empty tomb. Jesus lived, died and rose again to give all who believe in him 
eternal life, for no other person, no matter how great, has returned from the dead! 

Final thought I’ll leave to Professor A.M. Hunter:- 
“No mortal man makes such a claim, or we know him to be mad.  We are driven 

back on the words of wise old “Rabbi” Duncan: “Christ either deceived mankind by 
conscious fraud or He was Himself deluded or He was divine.  There is no getting out 
of the trilemma.” …… ‘Christians have never been in doubt which of these propositions 
is true’.  

Have a Christ filled Easter 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe  
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Letter to the LINK 
Hello, 

I have a pair of beautiful wooden candlesticks in my family possessions with a 
handwritten sticker 'Oak from Bugbrooke Church' on the base of one them. 

Do you know anything about similar artifacts and when they may have been 
made and sold?  My grandparents married in Chelmsford in 1909 so they may have 
been a wedding present.   

My grandfather was born in Northampton and the only possible Bugbrooke link 
is that one of his sisters, Harriet Hodgson, married Edward Amos Heygate who I 
understood went to live with the Amos family in Flore after Robert Heygate's divorce 
from his second wife Emily Sophia Amos.  Edward became a carpenter so I started 
wondering if he could have made them. 

Looking forward to hearing from you if anyone can shed any further light? 
Best Regards for now, 
Marian 
Replies to bugbrookelink@gmail.com for forwarding 

Nature Notes 
As I write (early March) it’s not long since Dudley, Eunice and Franklin all did their 
very best to cause as much disruption as possible during February… 3 storms in the 
month of February. The gale force winds and rains lashed our little island, leaving us 
battered. We certainly felt the full brunt of the winds up here on the hill. The wildlife 
must have gone to ground as they would have struggled to feed. Our regular visitors 
to our bird feeders struggled to keep a hold long enough as they swayed violently in 
the westerlies. However, I found that they did manage to feed on our new window 
feeders as they’re static and not buffeted around constantly. The feeders are made 
from clear perspex and the arch surrounding them gave an element of protection 
from the gales. 

I really hope by the time you read this in early April, you will truly be enjoying 
springtime once more. It has felt a long time coming this year due to so much rain. 
Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD) seems to be affecting even more people this 
year... I’ve heard a number of people questioning whether they suffer from SAD. 
Everyone's spirits are lifted once they see the sunshine again. 

As mentioned previously, the Kestrel (a native of this country) is still in 
residence in our garden, their habitat being grasslands, farmland (we’re surrounded 
by) upland, and spends hours perched on the top of our gazebo, looking for 
movement below. They sit for what seems like hours looking for their next meal 
before leaving. Their diet being voles, mice, shrews, birds and invertebrates. I’m 
happy for him/her to stay as I imagine it’s helping control the numbers of rodents that 
might otherwise find a home in our roof space (they wouldn’t sit there otherwise). 

At the moment, I can see the Narcissus pseudonarcissus cautiously opening 
down in the woodland… popping their heads above the parapet and hoping we don’t 
have a late fall of snow. The snowdrops are still hanging in there. The hellebores 
have a while longer before they truly set seed. The violets are just pushing up their 
little faces now. The primroses are also just pushing through the grass and gravel 
areas. The blackthorn blossom is now well out and it won’t be long before the hedges 
will be greening up, followed by hawthorn blossom… so spring is certainly on the 
starting blocks. I’m looking forward to the more gentle weather and have my fingers 
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and toes crossed that we don’t have a late snowfall. 
I was pleased to see, after a long absence over winter, that the Jay is visiting 

again. He’s a native bird… so I must read up about these birds as I’d like to know more 
about them. Why do they come and go? Where do they like to nest/roost? Why are 
they an irregular visitor? It seems they prefer coniferous woodland during winter, so 
that could explain the coming and going. We do have a few coniferous trees, but 
clearly not enough. I was surprised to find that part of their diet is acorns… we do have 
a few oaks down in the valley. They also like insects, seeds, fruits and sometimes 
young birds, eggs and small mammals. When he first returned, he tried very hard to 
master a way of feeding on the window feeders, but I think he’s now given that up as a 
bad idea… he is physically too big to fit within the arch. 
April plants that I’m looking forward to seeing again are my snakehead fritillaries, 
epimediums, the Erythroniums (dog tooth violets that look lovely in drifts and spread 
as long as you don’t disturb them) that enjoy the dry shade we can offer. Another plant 
for shade are the trilliums, but they struggle here as they prefer a moist ground.  But 
where the ground is moist, they’re sadly targeted by slugs and snails, so therefore can 
be difficult to get going. 

Bugbrooke Church Fete  
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday 2nd July 2022 

An open meeting about the Fete will be held on 9th May at 7.45pm in the Sunday 
School. Anyone willing to help, or run a stall, will be most welcome. Please come 
along to the meeting and/or contact Jane Causebrook (tel- 01604 830376) 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
The first open meeting of the BEWG at the Community Centre on 2nd March was 
attended by representatives of the WI, Football Club, Cricket Club, Community Café, 
Allotment Association and Guides, as well as several residents. 

This group has been created by the parish council because of the increasing 
urgency of the climate and environmental crisis.  Scientific and inter-governmental 
reports regularly confirm that global temperatures are rising and that this is the result 
of human activity.  The consequences of climate change are also being experienced 
across the world, for example melting glaciers, wildfires and floods.  The run of storms 
(Dudley, Eunice and Franklin) in the UK in February cannot be directly attributed to 
climate change, but scientists now have a very high level of confidence that such 
events are more likely to happen because of the changes to established weather 
systems driven by climate change. 

So what can BEWG do?  There was plenty of discussion about this at the 
meeting, and we came up with ideas for initial events including: 

 Raising awareness of the issues with the village through attending the 
village fete, talking to schools and having a pop-up stand outside the 
Community Café 

 Green gardens competition 

 Community litter pick 

 Planting wildflowers on areas of mown grass maintained by parish council 

 Establish a Library of Things (scheme whereby there is a community stock 
of household appliances and tools available to borrow/rent) 
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Other plans include promoting active travel (walking and cycling) and low 
carbon housing, setting up a community car club, and working to cut food waste in 
our homes. What would you like to see, or know more about?  Or perhaps you have 
already taken steps to insulate your home or install renewables such as solar panels 
or a heat pump and would be willing to share your experience with others? 

Next steps: we’ll work on the details of potential projects and activities.  Look 
out for the date of our next meeting, we do hope you will be able to join us. 

Please get in touch to let us know what you think. 
Clareslater.bpc@gmail.com or janewood.bpc@gmail.com 

Bell Ringing in Bugbrooke 
The first lockdown in March 2020 caused a sudden cessation of the sound of church 
bells, followed by various levels of regulations and guidance for the safety of all 
concerned during the ensuing period. For some months now, as the situation 
gradually improved, Bugbrooke bells have been rung prior to the Sunday morning 
service but due to varying changing personal circumstances our numbers are sadly 
depleted. Those of you within earshot may have noticed that you often only hear 
three bells and of course the name of the pub opposite tells a different story! 

If there is anyone who is interested in learning to ring (or has learnt years ago, 
whether here or elsewhere) to assist in bringing those other two bells into use on 
Sunday mornings at 09:00 we would be delighted to hear from you. Prior to the 
pandemic, when numbers allowed, practice sessions occurred on Monday evenings 
at 08:00. If you would like to know more, please contact Jim or Gwynneth (01604 
841346 or bugbrookebells@gmail.com) 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
 As we approach the start of the 2022 Cricket Season things are kicking into gear at 
Bugbrooke Cricket Club. We are 4 weeks into Senior indoor nets, these take place 
every Wednesday at Duston School from 8pm to 9:30pm, these are open to existing 
and new players at £5 per session. Please get in touch if you’re interested in taking 
part. 

 All Stars Cricket Registration will open shortly so keep an eye on our social 
media channels and if you’ve taken part before we’ll be in touch by email to let you 
know how to sign up. All Stars will start on Friday May 20th alongside our junior 
cricket training. 

 All Stars is an English Cricket Board (ECB) co-ordinated scheme to get young 
children interested in cricket, it is open for children aged 5-8yrs. To sign up or for 
more information please go to ecb.clubspark.uk and search for Bugbrooke, otherwise 
get in touch with us and we’ll point you in the right direction. 

 Junior cricket is run directly by ourselves at Bugbrooke CC and is for children 
aged 9 to 16, there is no need to register for this, it’s simply a case of coming down 
on a Friday night and taking part, the club provide all the equipment you need and 
our ECB qualified coaches run sessions to develop cricketing skills. 

 We have recently had a defibrillator installed at the club; there were a couple of 
incidents in our league last year that proved the value of these in saving lives. As a 
club with a large and diverse membership we felt it was the responsible thing to do. 
We would much rather have one and not need to use it, than need to use it and not 
have one. 

 The club is busy making plans for the Jubilee weekend in June, we hope to run 

about:blank
about:blank
mailto:bugbrookebells@gmail.com
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events across the weekend and the club will be open to all, more information will 
follow once plans have been finalised. 

 Senior cricket at Bugbrooke CC starts in late April, once again we are running 3 
Saturday sides and a Sunday XI. We have had a great couple of years for player 
retention and recruitment but we are always on the lookout for more help both on and 
off the field. Our 3 Saturday sides have a great mixture of ability and ages so provide 
an opportunity for anyone who is interested in playing. 

 Off the field we are always looking for umpires, scorers or anyone that would 
be willing to give a hand behind the bar or with the groundwork. We offer a relaxed 
social environment that is welcoming to all. If any of this sounds like something you’d 
be interested in or would like to know more about please do get in touch. 
James Culverhouse, 07999 420376, jculv29@gmail.com    Club Secretary  
Peter White (President), 50 High St, Bugbrooke, 01604 830452 
p.g.white@btinternet.com. 
Club email: bugbrookecc@gmail.com, www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com 
Find us on social media - facebook/twitter/instagram @bugbrookecc 

Bugbrooke History Group 
On Jan. 12th we enjoyed a talk by John Pomfret about the railways in 
Northamptonshire. The network developed enormously, possibly because we are in 
the middle of England. Out of all the stations around us, Blisworth became the most 
important.  The Blisworth Posting House Hotel and Railway hotel had pleasure 
gardens around it and was renowned for social gatherings. There was a brass band 
playing and fireworks on special occasions. The hotel is now the Walnut Tree. It was 
possible to go by train from Blisworth to Peterborough. The main station in 
Northampton was Bridge Street Station, and the hotel was the Railway Tavern on 
Bridge Street. John told us of the dreadful problems that had to be overcome when 
building tunnels and viaducts. Harringworth viaduct built in 1879 has 83 arches, Earl 
Cowper’s viaduct takes the railway across the Nene and has 15 arches. The centre 
for engine and carriage construction in Woodford Halse employed 550 staff at one 
time. John gave us an amazing talk which spanned the years and the social impact 
of the  train. 

We have one more Zoom talk planned for March 9th when Adrian Perkins will 
talk about Northamptonshire Ghosts. A spooky subject, but as it’s on Zoom we won’t 
have to walk home in the dark. 

Our next meeting in May will be in the Community Centre, face to face with the 
windows open. So it’s an important day in history; May 11th 7.30pm. We plan to hold 
the summer meetings (May, July, September) as ‘normal’ and return to Zoom in 
winter. 

 If you are interested in joining us the entry fee is £3.00 or £10 for the year’s 
meetings. You will be made very welcome. 
Pat Kent   -Secretary  tel. 01604830518 or email frksp6@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke Allotment Association 
There is presently one plot available for rent on the local Allotment site. This could be 
your chance to grow your own, choose different varieties and taste the difference. 
The plot is good for a starter, being just 95 square metres for approx £18 per year 
plus association membership of £3. 

The Allotment field is sited at the western end of the village opposite the 
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Cornhill road turn. There is vehicle access to the site (subject to ground conditions) 
and adequate parking. A water supply is provided through standpipes except during 
winter months when frost could be a problem. 

If you do wish to become a plot holder or just ask about availability then please 
contact either:- 
Dave Marshall (Chair) on (01604) 831016 or dandj.marshall@gmail.com 
Peter Wilkins (Secretary) on (01604) 832609 or peter.wilkins1@yahoo.co.uk 
or Jill Boys (Treasurer) on (01604) 830378 or jill_boys@yahoo.com 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club  
Our Annual General Meeting was held on 28 February 2022 and was well attended 
by existing and new members. We are delighted to welcome new members and are 
hoping for many more. All the fixtures for the coming season have been arranged 
with other clubs in the league which will take us to Northampton and surrounding 
villages in the Northamptonshire countryside, as we play each team ‘home and 
away’. 

Our ‘open day’ on the afternoon of Saturday 30 April 2022 will be an excellent 
opportunity to meet experienced and novice bowls players and have a go at bowling. 
All you will need are flat soled shoes and we will provide the rest, including 
encouragement and some guidance on how to hold and deliver the bowls. 

We are planning to make efforts for fundraising on 30 April 2022 and full details 
will be posted around the village and on social media closer to the time. 

Starting in May, there will be friendly matches, generally played at weekends, 
as well as a Monday evening men’s league. There will also be regular gatherings on 
Thursday evenings for Bugbrooke Bowls Club members to come together socially 
and for a game, with some coaching at this time or at other sessions that will be 
organized in due course. We have a supply of ‘spare’ bowls that can be borrowed 
until you decide which size 
is best for you. 

Most DIY jobs and 
maintenance of the ground, 
surroundings and buildings 
are organised by Tom 
Fuins. Starting in April, 
there will be a regular 
r e q u i r e m e n t  o n 
Wednesday mornings to 
help with this work. If you 
are able and willing to help, 
whether a member of the 
club or not, please arrive at 
the bowls club entrance 
near the community centre 
at 10 am on Wednesdays.  

At the AGM, the 
following club officials were 
re-elected, along with filling 
o f  o ther  commit tee 
positions. 

The green maintenance, that was completed in Autumn 
2021 after this final game was played, has resulted in 
what will be a good quality playing surface for our en-
joyment from the end of April to the end of September 
this year. This essential maintenance to the green itself, 
which is undertaken by professional contractors, is the 
biggest single cost to the club. 
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Chairman Robin Frost 831567 / robin.frost1@btinternet.com 
Treasurer Andy Cragg 832183 / andrew.cragg@lineone.net  / 07810 000853 
Green Co-ordinator Tom Fuins 831532 

Remember “Bowls is the Sport for All” and “Bugbrooke Bowls Club Needs You”, 
so we look forward to seeing you on and off the green very soon. 

Please join us at the end of April and in the meantime call Robin, Andy, Tom or 
me, for a chat about getting involved and to request a membership application form.  
Paul Cockcroft (01604) 831688 

Allen Dale 
I would like to say a huge thank you to our friends in the 
village for their overwhelming kindness and genuinely 
heartfelt condolences on the death of my beloved 
husband, Allen. 

The flowers, cards and messages have helped so 
much at a very, very difficult time and it is so lovely to 
know that he was held in such high regard by so many 
people in the village he loved. The twenty four years 
that he spent running the pet shop were pure joy for him 
- he was so happy to be in the centre of a community he 
came to call home and to be able to provide a service to people he genuinely cared 
about. If his health had not deteriorated so much in the past few years, I don't doubt I 
would still be trying to prize him from behind the shop counter. 

Life without him is almost impossible to contemplate, but I take great comfort in 
the fact that he was incredibly well thought of by his friends and customers alike and 
will be by missed by so many others in the village. 
Thank you 
Mandy Dale 

Millennium Green 
In the previous edition of LINK we reported 
that a new avenue of trees had been 
planted on the Millennium Green to 
commemorate H.M. The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. 

We are now delighted to confirm that 
our Jubilee tree planting has been uploaded 
to The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) map 
and the Millennium Green Trust has been 
awarded a QGC virtual plaque. 

The Queen’s Green Canopy digital 
channels on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram will be sharing Jubilee tree 
plantings throughout the official planting 
season, which is from October to March. 
The aim is to create a greener UK and a legacy in honour of The Queen’s leadership 
of the nation, which will benefit future generations. 
David Harries, Bugbrooke Millennium Green Trust 

about:blank
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Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2022 
The Bugbrooke Garden Birdwatch took place over the last weekend of January, on 
the 29th and 30th. As usual, it was timed to coincide with the annual RSPB 
Birdwatch and it was the 13th time that it has happened in the village. 

The figures in brackets are those for last year. 
42 people participated (52) and all were from the village. 34 different species 

were spotted (38) and the range of bird species in the various gardens was between 
3 and 20 (1-19) with an average of 9.21 (9.25). 

The full details shown on graphs are available at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk and 
they show that following the cold winter of 2018, when all species suffered a dramatic 
drop, most species have returned to their former numbers. Starlings had an amazing 
recovery in 2019 and now their numbers are stabilizing but House Sparrows are still 
recovering and are concentrated in pockets around the village so that some people 
never see any at all, and that includes me. Woodpigeons seemed at one time to be 
increasing at such a rate, that they were heading to be very dominant but now, their 
numbers are declining slightly, whether this is a trend, only time will tell. 

Goldfinches have featured in the top ten of sightings in gardens for the third 
year in succession so that it is getting more likely for you to see them. I am seeing 
them far more often and their favourite food in my garden is a mixture of crushed 
peanuts, suet and dried mealworms. I find that this mixture is very popular with most 
species but Greenfinches are very keen on black sunflower seeds too. The main 
thing is to offer a variety of food and make sure that the supply is topped up regularly 
especially when the days are short and the weather cold. 

Thank you to all of you who took part. Some stalwart people have never missed 
a year but it is always nice to see new ones starting to take an interest and I look 
forward to seeing what happens next year! 
Margaret Cooke 

Village Green 
Around this time, many of us will be having a spring clean of our wardrobes, toy 
boxes and cupboards, getting rid of items that we no longer use. This is great if other 
people can make use of these items – it ultimately means fewer items being bought 
new, and therefore saving the carbon emissions associated with manufacture and 
transport of new goods. 

Donation to charity shops is a popular option to get rid of unwanted items but 
sadly with the volume of donations received, many items still end up in landfill or 
worse, shipped to developing countries and then ending up in landfill. So what are 
better options for ensuring items will get re-used and not end up directly in landfill? 
Facebook marketplace, eBay, Vinted (vinted.co.uk), local donation sites 
(www.Freecycle.org, www.ilovefreegle.org) and apps such as Olio (www.olioex.com) 
are great places to start. Alternatively, here’s a list of other places that accept various 
items: 
www.buildabundle.co.uk – will pay for good quality children’s and maternity clothes 
www.salsshoes.com – to donate children’s shoes 
www.boots2africa.co.uk – to donate football, rugby boots, kits, balls and accessories 
www.rerunclothing.org – will take unwanted running gear like race t-shirts etc 
www.smallsforall.org – take bras that are in good condition with good wear left in 
them 
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www.againstbreastcancer.org.uk ­­– takes unwanted bras (and printer cartridges!) 
www.terracycle.com – has recycling schemes for all sorts, including broken toys 
www.seaandstream.co.uk –take swimming hats and goggles 
www.wyattandjack.com – take old and damaged paddling pools and lilos etc and 
make them into gorgeous bags 
www.ecostardust.com/pages/non-bioglitter-amnesty – take regular glitter (which is 
made from plastic that will very likely find its way into the sea, and ultimately back on 
your plate in a fish) 
www.Lovedbefore.london – take pre-loved soft toys and give them a spa before 
selling them on 
Heyford books, Nether Heyford (see advert in the LINK) – accepts donations of books 
of any quality 
Charities such as the British Heart Foundation take furniture 
www.hubbub.org.uk/communitycalling – pass on your old smartphone 
www.computeraid.org/it-disposal/individuals - reuse old laptops 
Local animal shelters will sometimes take blankets/sleeping bags 
www.pensforkids.co.uk – take working pens and colouring pencils 
www.ottosmagiclibrary.co.uk/copy-of-shipping-book-donations-re - also takes books 
www.lionsclubs.co/Public/ - take unwanted spectacles and hearing aids 
www.recyclingforgoodcauses.org/individual-donors/ - take jewellery/watches/old 
currency (UK and foreign) 
Boots, Superdrug and John Lewis accept empty make-up and skincare packaging 
Sainsbury’s, Tesco and Co-op accept soft plastics for recycling 
www.communityrepaint.org.uk – takes leftover paint 
www.twam.uk – take unwanted usable tools 
www.handsonlondon.org.uk/wrap-uplondon - take warm coats (scheme will be 
restarting later in 2022) 
www.intercare.org.uk – will recycle jewellery, electrical devices, inkjet cartridges, 
stamps, old UK or foreign currency. They also take unwanted medical supplies such 
as first aid equipment, personal protective equipment, measuring spoons and cups 
and sharps bins 
Clare Slater 
M e m b e r  o f  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  –  W e s t  N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e 
(Facebook:@climateactionwestnorthants) 
 Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton https://www.facebook.com/groups/
sustainableish.northampton/about/ 
 

The Heyford Singers 
We’re now celebrating our 20th Anniversary year. 

In early 2002 an appeal went out for people to join a community choir based in 
Nether Heyford.  No fewer than 42 people responded, many of whom are still singing 
with us today, and The Heyford Singers was born. 

As a community choir we had some guiding principles among which were that 
everybody is welcome and nobody would be turned away, and that we would be a 
fund-raising body and all our ‘profits’ would be donated to charity. So far we have 
donated over £16,000. 

Our regular performances include 2 concerts a year in May and December as 
well as Carols on The Green in Nether Heyford, and a number of special events. 

about:blank
about:blank
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What an excellent response we had to our appeal in the last issue for more 
voices! 

At our open day on February 24th (postponed from the 18th because of the 
gales) we had no fewer than 11 new singers (some of them men!!) with another 2 
who have promised to join us in a couple of weeks. 

We’ve been rehearsing for our Spring Concert since January so the new singers 
were chucked in at the deep end a bit as they joined us in songs that we’d not only 
performed before, but had been rehearsing for several weeks already. I have to say 
that without exception they all had a go, did jolly well and will prove to be valuable 
additions to our choir. 

Songs we’ll be singing include music by Sting, Abba, and Pachelbel as well as a 
world premier of ‘Requiem’ written by our very talented pianist Graham Kinnersly. 
This was ‘scratched’ from our Christmas concert because our reduced numbers and 
lack of rehearsal time meant we couldn’t do it justice, but it’s back in our rehearsal 
schedule and coming on well. 

OUR NEXT CONCERT 
SCORE!! 20 Years of Making Music, will be on Friday May 13th and Saturday 

14th in Nether Heyford Village Hall at 7.30pm. Admission will be by ticket only at £10 
each (Children under 14 £5) 

Including wine and soft drinks. 
Tickets are now on sale from 01327 340741 or 07971 786912 or 

kvra44@gmail.com 
At our Christmas concert we went for cabaret-style seating with the audience 

seated around separate tables. This proved to be popular with both the audience and 
the choir so we’re doing it again. The downside is that we can’t get as many in the 
hall so tickets will be restricted to around 65 which means they will no doubt sell out. 
So reserve yours early! 

By the time this goes to press it’ll be too late to tell you about Graham 
Kinnersly’s one-man show ‘The Lads Go To Blackpool’ on March 17th, though it will 
have been advertised on-line and on posters around the village. But I’ll report on this 
in the next  edition. 

Finally, a verse from a song we’ll be singing in May: 
Let there be music, let there be, 
Music that lives inside of me. 
Let music ring from sea to sea, 
Let there be music, let there be. 
  From Tuimbe by David Waggoner 
 

Keith Rands-Allen  kvra44@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke WI 
Hello there 

We have settled well into our new venue at the Football Club where we have 
been made to feel very welcome. 

Our 2022 meetings began with us welcoming three visitors to our January 
meeting. We hope they enjoyed the happy atmosphere at the quiz. This was won by 
a team called “4 Inspiring Ladies” 

For our February meeting we were advised to wear old clothes as we would be 
having a hands on experience with clay. Celia Irwin showed us some of her lovely 
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pottery and then very patiently took us through the process of making an owl’s face. 
She has taken these home with her to be fired and will come back to our April 
meeting to help us decorate them. This was a fun meeting. Who would think that WI 
ladies would have trouble rolling out clay and cutting three circles. Maybe we should 
stick to making cakes. 

Members of Harpole WI will join us for our May meeting when we will vote on 
this year’s resolutions. 

Our Crafty Chatter meetings have resumed. These meeting are held in 
members’ homes to work on any craft we have on the go, and chat. It seems more 
chatting gets done than crafting. 

Visitors and new members are always welcome to our meetings. There is a 
small charge for visitors. For more information about Bugbrooke WI please contact 
Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 
Brenda Astell and Muriel Smith 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle
-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm (except 
for December, on the second Monday, and this April, again on the second Monday, 
avoiding the Easter weekend) and non-members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book and 
Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, 
‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, 
Photography, Play-Reading and Scrabble. 
Monday 11 April at 2.00pm – ‘Shipwrecked in Antarctica’ by Georgie Hale. 
Georgie was on board a cruise ship which sank in the Antarctic in 2008. She was om 
a cruise with her husband to view the wildlife of the region, and tells the story of how 
it all went wrong. 
Monday 16 May at 2.00pm – The Annual General Meeting. 

For information about future meetings, including any effect on them of 
coronavirus regulations, and for general enquiries, visit the website https://
u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
At last it seems we can look forward to a full year of demonstrations and other lovely 
activities (everything crossed!!). 

Our April meeting will be a social afternoon with tea and cakes. In May Alan 
Smith will present  "Floral Symphony". 

At our AGM in January Maureen Wright stepped down from the committee. 
Maureen joined the society in the early years - October 1978. She served as 
secretary from November 1981 to January 1987 and as chairman for 20 years until 
January 2011 then becoming president and continuing on the committee until this 
year. Thank you Maureen for all your work over many years to ensure the club 
continued to thrive and grow. 

We meet in Nether Heyford Village Hall on the fourth Monday of each month 
(except  bank holidays) at the earlier time of 7.30pm. Visitors are welcome and can 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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be sure of a relaxing evening enjoying beautiful flowers arranged by talented 
demonstrators.  
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke  OAP’s  Christmas Gift Scheme 
BREAKING NEWS!! 

We are delighted to confirm that our annual WINE TASTING is back! 
The event will again be held at the RUGBY CLUB CLUBHOUSE on 

SATURDAY MAY 21st with a 7 for 7.30pm start, where the bar will be open for an 
early drink before the start. 

Please book early to reserve your place. Tickets are £12.50 per person for an 
enjoyable evening including lovely wines and supper. 

Tickets are available from Nigel & Valerie Burt 01604 830792, Eve Bonner 
01604 831101 or Harben Hairdressers. Please do come along and support us in 
what I am sure will be a very enjoyable evening. 

We are very upset and sad to report that our collecting box appears to have 
been STOLEN from the stores!!! 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

Ability Bus Service 
Ability is a ‘not for profit’ enterprise providing a community bus service for residents 
in the West Northants and Oxfordshire area. 

We help people to get out and about to reduce loneliness and social isolation, to 
retain independence. 

We have been operating across South Northants taking people to local 
supermarkets and out on day trips. The towns we visit are Northampton, Towcester, 
Banbury, Brackley and Milton Keynes, going to town centres, retail parks and major 
supermarkets.  

All passengers are required to register before travelling on the bus and there 
are three registration levels payable annually: Bronze (free), Silver (£24), Gold 
(£36).  Concessionary bus passes are accepted which means a lot of our customers 
can travel for free! 

In brief, the Bronze service provides a pickup from bus stops, whilst the Gold 
service provides a home pickup and drop off (great if you have mobility issues or just 
want help with your shopping, especially if it’s raining). 

Our driver can provide assistance for you and put your shopping in the back of 
the bus to save you struggling, which allows you to get on the bus safely. 

When you book your seat, you will be advised of your pickup time and your 
return time, allowing about 2 to 3 hours at your destination. 

Our five buses and driver are also available for group hire, to take your group to 
a destination of your choice, this fee is based on mileage and total hours for the day. 

 Do have a look at our website www.abilitycic.org.uk 
Or contact the office for more details 01327 604123 Mon-Fri 9-2pm or 

email info@abilitycic.org.uk 

Bugbrooke Beaver Scouts 
The beavers have been busy working towards their international badge and 
discovered other beaver scout colonies from across the world and what their 

http://www.abilitycic.org.uk/
mailto:info@abilitycic.org.uk
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promises were and what uniform 
they wore. They also learnt several 
greetings in different languages 
and played several games from 
scouting groups in other countries. 
Their favourite part of the badge 
was the food tasting from across 
the world and surprisingly not all 
the beavers favourite food was the 
chocolate crepes. They have also 
been working towards their space 
badge which they completed this 
week. They went star gazing to 
identify constellations and take 
part in the national star count but 
unfortunately did not see any due to it being too cloudy. Despite this they enjoyed a 
hike in the dark and having a snack in the field. As we were unable to see any 
constellations beavers made them out of spaghetti and marshmallows, the following 
week, and enjoyed eating the marshmallows afterwards. They also learnt about what 
could be seen in the night sky and were very knowledgeable. They also learnt about 
the planets and the distances they are from the sun by playing a game. They also all 
completed the builder badge where the challenge was to plan how they were going to 
build a robot using recycling and build it at the scout hut. It was the quietest I have 
seen them as they were very engrossed in their task and some great robots were 
built. 

They also had a sleepover in the hut at the end of January. They all met up at 
Tigers indoor play area where they had several hours play before they returned to the 
scout hut where they had to build a space station to sleep in and learnt about the 
international space station. They also completed some exercises to prepare them to 
become astronauts. They then watched Peter Rabbit 2 with hot chocolate and 
popcorn before they went to sleep. In the morning they had a breakfast of cereal and 
brioche and then set to work on more space activities before being collected by their 
parents. 

 

Bugbrooke Cub Scouts 
Bugbrooke cubs have had a busy 
term, even though it has been 
disrupted by covid. The first meeting 
back they had their postponed 
Christmas party where they 
designed a sledge from cardboard 
and held races in the hut. They also 
decorated a team member as a 
Christmas tree and had a buffet. 
They  have completed the 
astronomers badge and repaired 
the space station that was 
abandoned by the beavers and 
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taken part in some space training. They have identified the planets and built a model 
of them using various fruits which they enjoyed eating afterwards, they also built 
constellations from marshmallows and spaghetti and made the moon phases using 
Oreo biscuits. Many of them have completed the home help badge at home so have 
learnt some new skills so I hope continue to help their parents. They had a visit from 
Chris the PSCO who explained what his role was and they asked many intelligent 
questions. Chris then ran some games for them. Their choice being cops and 
robbers and last week they started working on the communicator badge and had a 
pack forum on what activities and badges they would like to do. 

Village Profile 
Diana Cockrill.  Millennium Green Trustee, retired Parish 
councillor, Twinning organiser, and French teacher. 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Cambridge and lived for 19 years in the fens. You 
could say my roots are in fen dirt. The peat dust got 
everywhere. My father was a land drainage superintendent. We 
lived by the river next to the engines which pumped the water 
between the river and the land. We were known as the 
Drainage family. When I was eleven I went to Ely High School 
and won a County Major Scholarship for further education. I was able to go on to a 
high level secretarial college in Hampstead, London, where I achieved 120 wpm 
shorthand speed and got a job with a classical music agency in London. I loved the 
music world, but they didn’t pay enough to live on, so I changed to a firm of solicitors. 
I went from musical discords to ships collisions. I lived in central London for 16 years, 
then got married and came here. 
Where did you meet your husband? 
I met him in a pot-hole on the Mendips where I used his head to give me purchase 
into a passageway. He said it was a lasting impression. I enjoyed pot-holing and 
climbing. We continued to take our daughter, Kathryn, on expeditions up mountains 
from an early age. 
By special permission we married in a Guild Church in Leadenhall Street. I used to 
sing with a group and had attended a Singers workshop there. 
And then you came to Bugbrooke? 
Yes. My husband had a job at Caswell so we came 45 years ago. At that time the 
Eastern District of Northampton was being built and we almost decided to live there, 
but chose Bugbrooke as we had no car, and there was a private bus service between 
Harpole and Caswell. I am glad we selected Bugbrooke. Northampton, even then, 
resembled very much a town in Algeria described by Albert Camus – it is not a town 
you visit, it is a town you come away from. [C’est une ville d’ou l’on revient] 
What do you like and dislike about Bugbrooke? 
Firstly a big reason for liking Bugbrooke. There are several people who have, over 
the years made it possible for me to get to places not on the bus route. They know 
who they are, so I will only say thank-you for trips to Flower Club, Daventry Choral 
society, Sainsburys, Harpole choir practice, the hairdressers and the church fete and 
others. 
When we first came here, you could walk around the village and meet other people, 
most houses had front gardens rather than parking for 3 cars and a couple of wheelie 
bins. There were several shops, a mobile bank that called on a Monday, a bus to 
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Tesco Mereway, which was good for catching up on the gossip. There was a Choral 
Society, a church choir and a bus to Milton Keynes every Tuesday. Look around you 
now – what’s left?  All you see is people rushing past in their cars, maybe you get a 
wave or more likely not. 
The view up Johns Road on a sunny summer morning takes some beating, or did, 
until they built the warehouses. And the celandines in the churchyard are delightful in 
Spring. 
What are you most proud of? 
Getting a 2:1 honours Degree in French and English three years after I retired. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
No. I was always aware that my father was disappointed in me. Not only was I a girl 
but it was obvious that I wasn’t going to be anything other than fat and plain. I had no 
guidance in social graces and it didn’t help my case that my father, because of his 
job employed some of the fathers of my classmates and was known to be a snob, 
riding round in a land rover when they only had bikes. Somehow I was always 
different, wrong, my clothes were never right, my hair was limp and shapeless. My 
mother was desperate for me to find a boyfriend and get married, giving me at the 
same time the firm impression that I was not to enjoy it. In the 1950s having a 
wedding report in the local paper and then a couple of children meant far more than 
any success in further education. ‘You’ll be an Old Maid’ was the cry if you weren’t 
married by the time you were 20. Even in school we were taught as if it didn’t really 
matter because we were only going to become housewives. It was the ethos of the 
time. 
Have you always enjoyed music? 
I live for music. Not pop music. I gave that up when the Beatles arrived. 
I have been singing since I was about 10 when I took part in a performance of 
Stainer’s Crucifixion in our local church. Over the years I’ve sung with the London 
Choral society, the Anerio singers, the Royal Choral Society, the choir of St Albans 
church Holborn, Northampton Bach Choir, Phoenix Ladies Barber Shop choir 
[bronze medal choir two years running] and Daventry Choral Society. I also spent 
several years with the Harsnett Choir which went round cathedrals taking on services 
when their own choirs were on leave. I counted up once and made it 31 cathedrals, 
minsters and priories I’ve sung in, from Truro to Durham and back to Canterbury, 
with many in between. 
I had a job at the County Music School in Northampton followed by the Property 
Section of the County Council before I retired. 
What or who do you admire? 
Anyone who can play a musical instrument. As an opted out Grade 3 pianist I wish I 
had stuck to learning to play. My particular hero among singers is Sir Thomas Allen 
and my heroine, Dame Janet Baker. 
How would you like to be remembered.? 
Preferably as the Parish Councillor, a Millennium Green Trustee, a teacher of French 
to Adult Education beginners, the Twinning organiser. But some might just remember 
the old biddy who totters to the bus stop with her walking aid once a week. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
I’d possibly go to France and concentrate on a career in modern languages. 
What is your favourite food? 
French food, but the proper stuff, not Nouvelle cuisine. 
What book would you take with you to a desert island? 
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The complete works of Kipling. By the time I’d learnt every line someone might have 
noticed my absence and set out to find me. There’s a lot in Kipling for all of us. I 
believe I am ‘the cat that walked by herself’  (from Kipling’s Just So Stories) 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Let’s bring in the Bard. ‘In delay there lies no plenty/ Then come kiss me sweet and 
twenty/ Youth’s a stuff will not endure.’ By which I don’t mean lead a life of unbridled 
naughtiness, but one day you will wake up and it will almost be your 25th birthday, so 
get where you are aiming to go before time catches up with you. 
What in life is most important to you? 
My three grandsons, Jake, Ryan and Alex, and Priscilla, my walking frame. How I 
coped before you arrived I can’t think. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Bugbrooke Surgery 
Please let the surgery know if you cannot get to your appointment. Last year there 
were 1667 missed appointments. This year to date 287 patients missed their 
appointments. It is courteous to let the surgery know if you cannot get, or if you do 
not need the appointment you have made. 
 

 

      Plants and Flowers with 
February Quiz Answers  
1 ARNICA (6) 

2 ANEMONE (7) 

3 TOBACCO (7) 

4 CAMPION (7) 

5 ASPHODOL (8) 

6 AUBRETIA (8) 

7 HIBISCUS (8) 

8 OLEANDER (8) 

9 AMARYLLIS (9) 

10 CAMAPNULA (9) 

11 AQUILEGIA (9) 

12 EDELWEISS (9) 

 

vowels removed 
 
13 AGAPANTHUS (10) 

14 ASPIDISTRA (10) 

15 ERICA (5) 

16 COLEUS (6) 

17 ACONITE (7) 

18 MAGNOLIA (8) 

19 PRIMULA (7) 

20 LOBELIA (7) 

21 TEASEL (6) 

22 VIOLET (6) 

23 JAPONICA (8) 

24 PLUMBAGO (8) 
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Diary   

April   

4 19:30 WI - Celia Irwin - Decorating a piece of pottery FC 

11 14:00 U3A - ‘Shipwrecked in Antarctica’ by Georgie Hale  CC 

11 19:30 Parish Council CC 

13 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

25 19:30 Flower Society - Tea & Cakes NHVH 

27 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

29 19.30 Homes for Hounds Charity Fish and Chip Quiz CC 

30 pm Bugbrooke Bowls Club - Open Day and fund raising CC 

May   

9 19:30 WI - Resolutions  FC 

9 19:30 Parish Council CC 

9 19:45 Open Meeting about Bugbrooke Church Fête SS 

11 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

11 19:30 History Group  CC 

13/14 19:30 The Heyford Singers - Concert  NHVH 

16 14:00 U3A - AGM CC 

20  Bugbrooke Cricket Club - All Stars training starts BCC 

21 19:00 Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme - Wine Tasting RC 

23 19:30 Flower Society - Alan Smith ‘Floral Symphony’ NHVH 

25 14:00 Wednesday Club SS Bugbrooke Church  Mondays 10.00-12.00 noon - Open for refreshments 

Bugbrooke Family Morning, Term Time Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

BCC - Bugbrooke Cricket Club CC - Community Centre FC - Football Club  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall RC - Rugby Club  SS - Sunday School 
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