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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 235), August 2022 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
It is with great sadness that we learned of the death of our 
good friend and colleague Barbara Bell. Barbara died on 5th 
July 2022 at Northampton General Hospital. Her sister, Jan 
Curtis, has posted a few details on the village Friendly Page, 
with a lovely photo. 

Barbara’s beautiful smile was frequently turned in my direction at our committee 
meetings, particularly when the discussions were getting too much like those seen in 
‘The Vicar of Dibley’ parish council. The first edition of LINK was in August 1983 and 
Barbara got involved early on as assistant secretary in the mid 1980’s. She then 
more than ably continued as secretary until early this year. 

Barbara lived in Bugbrooke all her life and loved the village. She worked for 
many years at John Innes-Gilkes Limited at Kislingbury and knew so many people in 
these villages and surrounding area. We would like to gather together your tributes, 
recollections and memories of Barbara for the October issue. If you knew her from 
the hairdressers, the Royal British Legion, the Bugbrooke Mixed Hockey Club (back 
in the 1970’s!), or anywhere else, please let us know. 

We will all miss Barbara for her local knowledge, her organizational skills, her 
guidance and of course, her smile. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 05 
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September 2022, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that our 
preferred way of receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com.  

Parish Council Report   
Over the last few weeks, the village has been subjected to an unacceptable level of 
vandalism and criminal damage. The culprits it would seem to be of various ages and 
both sexes. We are fortunate to have our own PCSO who is working with his 
colleagues to bring this to an end. If anybody sees anything then please report it 
directly to 101 and if possible please identify the culprits so action can be taken to 
prevent these issues escalating further. Recently we had graffiti on the already 
damaged play equipment close to the primary school. The clerk acted quickly, and it 
was cleaned and removed within 48 hours but at a cost of £110! A litter bin on the 
playing field was set alight and replacement is £630. I could go on but remember we, 
the villagers, are having to pay these costs and so the amount of money the Parish 
Council can spend on the village is reduced. Please help us to stop this happening. 

Gigaclear continue with their installation works in the village for fast broadband 
and they should be finished in the next couple of months. If anybody has an issue 
with the installation and cannot resolve it with the workmen locally please contact the 
Parish Clerk and we will take up your complaint. 

The proposed 55 houses next to the canal opposite the Wharf went to Planning 
Committee at WNC recently and permission was refused in line with the objections 
presented by the Parish Council. The applicant has six months to lodge an appeal 
against the decision with the National Inspectorate so we will wait and see on that 
one. 

Finally, we have a vacancy on the Council with the resignation of Scott Millar 
and thanks to him for his contributions. If anybody would like to know more about the 
vacancy please contact the Parish Clerk. 
Phil Bignell, Chairman  

St Michael and All Angels 
Following the retirement of Stephen French our Rector - see his farewell message in 
June’s LINK - the Parish Church is now in an interregnum, which means that we will 
be without a resident rector until a new minister is appointed. 

During the interregnum our Sunday services at 9:30 am will continue as normal 
with the worship being alternately led either by a visiting priest, or a member of our 
lay ministry team. Occasionally the four churches in our benefice, Bugbrooke, 
Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe will join for a joint Sunday worship, if this 
happens advance notice will be given during the preceding Sunday’s service, and on 
the church notice board. 

In addition to our Sunday services other regular events are: 

 Monday the church is open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’  10am to 12 noon 

 Wednesday the church is open for private prayer  10am to 11am 

 Thursday in the Church Rooms, Family Morning  
 - a time for parents and tots -Term time only   9am to 11am  

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, please do not 
hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 
 email :-  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 
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 Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001 968   
If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a brief message and 

your telephone number, and a member of the team will get back to you. 
In the meantime on behalf of all who worship at St Michael and All Angels I 

would like to wish to all a wonderful summer and we look forward to you joining us in 
our Sunday worship. 
Ron Bridges LLM Reader 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice 
Thank you all so much for your gratitude, support and understanding through the last 
couple of years, we know it has not been easy for anyone. Our team have worked 
hard to expand and develop our comprehensive and caring service and are proud of 
the improvements and changes we have made. As our patient numbers grow and a 
wider range of services is expected of General Practice we have taken on many 
more staff and look forward to continuing to provide a great service to our 
community.   
The new phone system. 
Taking on-board feedback about our old phone system, we have completely 
overhauled it with new benefits such as:  

 Giving you a place number in the queue so you can decide whether you wish to 
wait or call back at a quieter time. 

 Offering additional options to help direct you to the most appropriate member of 
our team. 

 Redefined urgent and non-urgent times for calling the surgery so that patients 
can quickly access a clinician when needed. Times have been posted on our 
website for reference. 
Our busiest times are Mondays and Tuesdays so you may experience longer 

waits on those days, please be patient whilst we work hard to deal with the high 
demand. Calling about routine or long-standing problems and administration queries 
on Wednesday or Thursday may well offer a quicker response. You can help by 
providing details about your problem, guided by our questions, this enables us to 
triage your problem and pass you onto the most suitable member of our team. We 
now have a Duty Doctor working alongside the receptionists to improve efficiency 
and guide your care. 

If you have a medical emergency or you think you or the person you are with is 
having a stroke or heart attack then ring 999 immediately. 

You can also use NHS 111 (by dialling 111) for non-urgent problems and advice 
in and out of hours. 
Online Consulting: 
Unfortunately we have not been able to staff the Engage Consult online consulting 
tool recently but we realise that many patients found this a useful additional means 
for contacting us with non-urgent administrative issues (rather than waiting on the 
phone). It is only temporarily unavailable and we will be starting up again in 
September. 
Our Opening Times: 
Our Reception is open from 07:45 until 18:30 Monday to Friday. Please note our 
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telephone lines open at 8am each day but close from 12 until 2pm. 
We have staggered surgery times through the entire day to provide increased 

flexibility to meet the needs of our patients. 
Our services: 
We now offer a range of clinical appointments. Alongside our GPs we have other 
doctors who are completing their specialty training and a growing Nursing Team which 
now includes Advanced Nurse Practitioners (who can prescribe) as well as chronic 
disease specialists.   

We are expanding our phlebotomy (blood-taking) provision (with appointments 
weekday mornings) and continue to offer NHS Health Checks for those aged 40-74.   

Alongside several other Northampton GP practices we formed Blue PCN 
(Primary Care Network) in 2020 which has enabled us to provide in-house 
Physiotherapists and Clinical Pharmacists (we have three of each) and we also have a 
Paramedic working two days a week. Our Physiotherapists can manage 
musculoskeletal injuries and chronic conditions such as arthritis as well as being 
trained in joint injections. Our Clinical Pharmacists are there to offer advice on 
medications and medication reviews as well as assist in medication requirements 
arising from hospitals and other services. The PCN has also set up a Frailty Service to 
help our most vulnerable patients. 

We have a dispensary on the premises which will deliver to patients who have 
transport difficulties and we also work closely with the pharmacy next door. We 
continue to offer NHS Travel immunisations, contraception services, minor surgery 
and much more. 

Monitoring of Chronic Health Conditions takes place all year round with regular 
health checks and we will contact patients when necessary to book into the 
appropriate appointment. 

Please ask reception if you wish to book a private medical (e.g. for HGV 
licensing) or need other documentation or administration from the GPs – a list of fees 
for these services is on our website. 
New Staff 
Dr Shreya Rateria has been with us over the last three years and we are delighted to 
inform you that she will be staying with the practice when she completes her training in 
August. We will also be welcoming back GP trainee Dr Sasha Hussain (joining us for 
over 12 months) and Foundation Trainee Dr Sabina Christou (August-December 
2022). It will also make a big difference to our team of GPs to welcome Dr Jessica 
Small when she joins us part-time in September.  

Recruiting to our administrative and support teams has been a priority over 
recent years and we thank them for all the work they do behind the scenes to keep the 
practice working. 
Practice closure for training 
As part of our ongoing training and development staff have Protected Learning Time 
on one Wednesday afternoon each month, during this time we close the surgery from 
12:30 for training. The dates for the rest of 2022 are: 

10th August, 14th September, 12th October, 9th November, 14th December. 
Premises improvements 
We are excited to announce that we have scheduled extensive renovations and 
alterations in the surgery this August. Our reception and waiting room will receive a 
long-awaited and much needed face-lift and we are moving our dispensary to behind 
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reception to provide the space our staff need to continue to deliver a superb service.  
To make this possible our Administration work areas will also need to move around 
so it is a big project, we aim to minimise disruption to our patients but if there are any 
changes or possible inconvenience we will publicise the details nearer the time.  

We will post updates, photos and news on this on our Website and Facebook 
page, and the next issue of the LINK. 
Supporting our community 
We are keen to become active members of community life. As a Veteran Accredited 
Centre we will start this off by inviting Military Veterans to join us for an Afternoon 
Tea at the surgery on 10th August 2:45 – 3:45. This will give our Vets a chance to 
have a cup of tea and a chat with other Vets from our community. 

There will be a collection box in reception from time to time, collecting items for 
different charities throughout the year. We will be starting at the end of July/August 
collecting for Eve Domestic Violence shelter and a list of possible items will be 
posted in the surgery, on the website and on our new Facebook page.   

We would welcome gifts as appropriate throughout the year to support our local 
charities and groups. 
Patient Participation Group (PPG) 
Our PPG meets as a forum to discuss and inform future changes in the surgery – we 
welcome new members but have also extended this to a larger virtual PPG group to 
gather a broad range of feedback and opinions. Look out for and please contribute to 
online surveys, details will be on the website. 
Getting up to date with Facebook 
We now have a Facebook page where news, information and updates about the 
surgery and our services will be posted. Please search for us and join the group. This 
is a virtual noticeboard without member contribution so communication with the 
surgery will remain through the normal channels.  
Feedback 
Your opinions on our service are important to us, and we would like to hear from you.  
This can be through our Family and Friends Test accessed via the website and 
paper forms in the surgery. Please do compliment a member of staff if you are happy 
with the service you receive and if you have a complaint please make sure you let 
the surgery know so we can deal with the issues. You can contact our Operations 
Manager who will deal with your comments and carry out further investigation if 
necessary. 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
We have enjoyed some really exceptional evenings since getting back to normal  
after Covid restrictions. In August we will have a social evening. Minh Lane makes a 
welcome return in September when she presents 'From latitude 17 to latitude 52'. 

We were all shocked and saddened by the unexpected death of our dear friend 
Christine Watts. Christine was our secretary for many years. She was also, for a 
while, secretary of the South Midlands area of NAFAS, a very demanding job. 
Christine was a very modest, quiet person who enjoyed her garden and allotment as 
well as creating lovely arrangements at workshops and club competitions. She will 
be very sadly missed and remembered with great affection. 

We have been pleased to welcome several new members recently. At Flower 
Club we leave all the cares of the day behind and just sit back and enjoy a relaxing 
evening. We meet at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each month 
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at 7:30pm. So do come along you can be sure of a warm welcome. 
Jane Barker 

Culture Club (photos on page 18)   
Culture Club came together approximately six years ago. A very relaxed group, we 
all shared a love of reading and culture but felt that book clubs or reading groups 
often meant you were ploughing through a book you didn’t enjoy. Sometimes this can 
encourage you to discover new authors and genres but quite often it means that a 
book becomes a task to be finished. We decided we would not have ‘set’ books but 
would chat, discuss and exchange opinions on our own personal choices. The name 
‘Culture Club’ was the idea of one of our members, Jacqui and certainly nothing to do 
with an appreciation of Boy George. 

We swap books with each other and I think it would be true to say we have got 
to know each others reading tastes very well - ‘this is one you will like’, ‘definitely not 
one for you’ phrases often used! Obviously the conversation isn’t always book 
focused but this certainly is not a negative, we are now a group of friends who enjoy 
coffee, cake, conversation and books (not in any order of preference). During 
lockdown we were able to support book lovers in the village by 'doorstop drops’ 
something we still do if anyone is unable to get out for any reason. We also have 
cinema, theatre and book shop outings, sometimes just a couple of us, other times a 
full turnout! 

Our meetings take place on the second Tuesday of every month, 10:30am at 
the Community Cafe. Feel free to join us, we are a very sociable group, and always 
happy to see new faces. The cafe is a great place to meet with the added bonus of 
homemade refreshments and a book corner with titles to takeaway for a small 
donation. I have picked up some amazing books and anyone who knows me will 
agree, I’m never happier than when matching a book and reader. Nothing beats ‘I 
really enjoyed that and it wasn’t something I would normally read’. 
Eve Bonner 

Bugbrooke Brownies (photos on page 17) 
Well what an amazing weekend we have just had, the Village Fete, and if you don’t 
know the Rose Queen is a Brownie. This year it was Jasmine D’Costa and it was an 
easy decision as leaders to choose her, she has been an amazing Brownie and we 
wish her all the best as she leaves to go up to Guides in the next couple of weeks.  

We paraded from the school down to the field, with a lot of parents, 
grandparents and friends lining the route to show their support. Jasmine opened the 
fete after being crowned by the previous Rose Queen. Then the Brownies took turns 
helping on our stall, the rain didn’t put a damper on the event. 

Over the last couple of weeks the Brownies have made beautiful pieces of art 
work and made kites. They made father’s day cards which looked like BBQs and a 
sail boat kit that they made and floated with their dads. 

We have also enrolled seven new Brownies this term and had a walk around 
the village where the Brownies needed to use a compass to work out the directions 
of various landmarks. 

We would like to wish those Brownies moving up to Guides best wishes, keep 
being amazing. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name on 
our waiting list please email us at bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com. We meet on a 
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Bugbrooke Cubs and Beavers - Page 15 

Bugbrooke Brownies  

Page 15 
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Jubilee Celebrations 

Page 21 

Culture Club 
coffee, cake and 

conversation at the 
Community Café 
and the collection 

of creative  
chronicles and 
compositions 

Page 13 
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Monday night 6:15-7:30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell)   

Bugbrooke Cub Scouts (photos on page 17) 
Cubs have had a busy and action-packed term and have been awarded many 
badges. The term started with them deciding what badges they would like to 
complete and what activities they would like to do to complete the badge criteria. 

They have had a visit to a local farm where they saw the new born lambs and 
played games in the barn. They have been busy helping in Daventry Country Park 
with other scout groups in the district and helped to plant trees for the Queens 
Platinum Jubilee. They then took part in the St George’s Day parade where the 
avenue of trees was opened by the major of Daventry. They renewed their promises 
with other cubs from the district and one of the cubs was invested during the renewal 
of promises, they also enjoyed watching the Viking displays. 

Some of the cubs attended the district camp at Blackwell Adventure Centre and 
prior to this practised putting up the tents. Whilst on camp they made many new 
friends and tried many adventurous activities such as zip lines, giant swing, crate 
stacking, grass sledging, go-karts, obstacle course, climbing wall and archery. The 
leaders also had the opportunity to try some of the activities. They also attended the 
campfire and entertained the other cub groups by singing Super California Surfers 
which they learnt recently from one of the parents who attended a session to teach 
them several campfire songs. They have also had a games night where they bought 
board games in to play and enjoyed it so much, they have asked to do it again. Last 
week they got to light fires, they all proved to be experts at lighting fires, and try out 
their cooking skills by making dampers and toasting marshmallows. They made 
exploding volcanoes and enjoyed an experiment conducted by one of the parents so 
have started to work towards their scientist badge. 

There are many activities planned for the meeting nights and there is a 
sleepover planned before the end of term in the hut.  

Bugbrooke Beaver Scouts    
Beavers have had an action-packed term which started with them having a log chew 
and deciding what badges they would like to complete and what activities they would 
like to do in order to achieve the badge criteria. Parents have been invited to help out 
with meetings and run the sessions. We have had sessions on recycling and litter 
picking and had a visit from Mr Cuppy, the recycling mascot. They all completed the 
cyclist badge which was run by one of the dads and even the less confident cyclist 
was cycling confidently around the field. Another parent organised a scavenger hunt 
for them which they all enjoyed. 

Beavers have also helped out at Daventry Country Park with others from the 
district and helped to plant trees for the Platinum Jubilee. They attended the St 
George’s Day parade and enjoyed watching the Viking displays afterwards. They 
conducted experiments to complete the experiment badge and have all given a talk 
about their hobbies, sport that they do and any collections they have to gain their 
hobby, sport and collectors badges. A sleepover is planned for the end of term, in the 
scout hut with many activities for them to enjoy and learn new skills.   

Bugbrooke Scout group meeting times     
 Beavers           5.9 years-8 years         Thursdays  6-7pm 
 Cubs                 8-10.5 years                  Monday  6-7:30pm 
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 Scouts              10.5-14 years                Tuesdays  7-8:30pm 
All meetings take place at Bugbrooke Scout hut. 

For more information about your son or daughter joining please contact Sue on 
07512 765034 or email bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com. 

 

Bugbrooke St Michaels Football Club, Bird Close, Bugbrooke, NN7 3PH 

Visitors always welcome 

September 5th 2022 (7.30pm) 

Morris to Mackintosh 
Rob Kendall, a volunteer from 78 

Derngate, will give us an interesting 
talk on these great designers. 

October 3rd 2022 (7.30pm) 

Annual Meeting 
The committee will prepare a hot 

meal for everyone to enjoy. 

November 7th 2022 (7.30pm) 

“The Loving Chef” 
Natasha Caton will be cooking one of 

her vegan delights. 

December 5th 2022 (7.30pm) 

Poetry Evening 
Jayne Osborn will entertain us with 
some humorous poems with a little  

bit of magic. 

January 9th 2023 (2pm) 

Adventure Geek 
Julia Doherty will fascinate us 
with tales of her 500 mile walk 
along the Camino De Santiago 

trail. 

February 6th 2023 (2pm) 

Quiz 
Our much-loved afternoon of fun. 

March 6th 2023 (7.30pm) 

“Cocktail Shaker Boys” 
All you need to know about cocktails, 

from the history to making them. 
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Oaklands Street Party (photos on page 18)  
On Sunday the 5th June many residents of Oaklands and the surrounding streets 
came together for a street party to celebrate the Queen’s jubilee, surviving the last 
two years of lockdown and bring together residents who had lost loved ones during 
the pandemic. It was a fun afternoon for all ages and many new friends were made. 
We had live music provided by Duncan and his sister and many residents enjoyed 
singing along with them and dancing. It was so successful that we are planning more 
get togethers in alternative venues. 
Sue Beckingham  

Bugbrooke WI 
Summer is well under way now and we are well into our programme for the year. 
This month, August, we will be going on our summer outing to Frost’s Garden Centre 
in Woburn Sands for a cream tea - we do like our cream teas! 

In July some of our members will be going on a day trip on the Gloucester and 
Warwickshire railway to Broadway in the Cotswolds. This is one of the many events 
organised by the Northamptonshire Federation. 

Since writing, we had a fascinating meeting in June when Lucy Swales from 
Madame Tussauds held us enthralled telling the history of Madame Tussauds and 
then describing her work in the hair department. Who would believe every hair on the 
body or head of a model is put in singly using a modified sewing needle. 

Now we have to settle down for autumn and in September Bob Kendall, a 
volunteer from 78 Derngate, will give us a talk entitled “Morris to Mackintosh”, then in 
October we will hold our Annual Meeting which will once again include a hot meal 
prepared by the Committee. 

We are always happy to welcome guests and new members. There is a small 
charge for guests. For more information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant 
on 01604 317398. 
Brenda Astell 

Coffee and chat  
Bugbrooke Church opens its doors on Monday mornings from 10am–12noon for 
drinks (coffee, tea and squash) and biscuits or cake – no charge but donations are 
welcomed. 

This is a social event aimed at creating a friendly place for people to meet, chat 
or find a listening ear. Come with friends or come alone and find friends. All are 
welcome irrespective of age/gender.  

We have a small selection of toys for pre-school aged children to play under the 
supervision of their parent/carer so do bring them along. We also have some 
activities on offer if you wish to participate e.g. board games, puzzles, drawing/
writing equipment. But it’s okay if you just want to sit and have a drink and a chat. 

Our beautiful building needs to be used for the good of the community so do 
come and join us. We look forward to welcoming you and getting to know you. 

If you’d like more details, please contact the Church Office on 01604 830373 
Judy, Philippa and team 

Bugbrooke History Group      
May 11th and our first in the flesh meeting at the Community Centre. I must admit to 
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being anxious and uncertain as to how many people would come. Those who had 
tuned in to our Zoom Meetings had got quite used to lounging around at home while 
enjoying a variety of speakers, also lounging around at home. So it was brilliant that 
this first summer meeting was well attended by more than 30 people and we had a 
super talk by Doreen from Weedon Depot.  

She told us about this amazing place, started in 1803 - Napoleonic times – when 
153 acres were taken over and development begun. The first brick was laid in 1804, 
all bricks brought in by narrow boat. Gradually this collection of useful buildings came 
together. East Lodge has the clock tower, bridge and portcullis - magazines for 
storage are now under the gardens of newly built houses. There were storehouses, 
two of which had beds for soldiers, a prison with 121 cells and a hospital, 
boilerhouse, fire station and chapel. There was a clothing store which stored a huge 
number of boots. They were all brought in by narrow boat. Two narrow boats were 
used for the boots, one for the right boots and one for the left boots. They were 
separated so that no one could help themselves to a pair. But on one occasion one 
boat sank, taking boots for one foot with it. Doreen had many anecdotes to tell us 
and we do thank her sincerely for her presentation. 

The History Group welcomes anyone with an interest in history. We have an 
impressive line-up of speakers for you and friendly people to chat to. We have two 
more meetings at the Community Centre and then three winter meetings on Zoom. 
Meetings are bi-monthly on the second Wednesday of the month. 

Contact me for further details. 
Pat Kent – secretary  e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 

Nature Notes      
This year, more than any, I’ve noticed the sudden increase in scrawny young birds 
coming to the feeder on the window as I think recently there must be two or three 
newly fledged families (predominantly blue tits and great tits) who are queuing for the 
sunflower hearts. There are other feeders, but these seem to be their preference. At 
the moment they’ve still not learnt their manners and queuing isn’t really in their 
natures and they’re impatient to get to the seed. This morning they appear even 
more unkempt and bedraggled due to the very welcome rain we have today.   

We have decided we must put up more bee houses as we have solitary bees 
filling the keyholes and deep inside the locks of the garage doors making them 
difficult to lock and unlock. The only way we can clear them is to dismantle them…. 
and put keyhole flaps over the holes. They enjoy this location as it faces south and is 
sheltered from the westerlies. So we will be placing them in close proximity, roughly 
between ground level and five feet off the ground. 

My garden will be so pleased to see the rain as we’ve had an exceptionally dry 
(and briefly extremely hot) period and although the roses are covered in blooms, the 
growth on some is weak and their necks are struggling to hold up. We planted five 
new David Austin roses this year and they are really struggling to get their feet down 
and put on growth. On the one hand, you want their roots to go deep in search of 
moist soil, but it’s a dilemma to know how much water to give, as you don’t want their 
roots to stay at the surface. In warmer countries, such as Australia, they try to avoid 
watering and mulch the ground heavily after a downpour to retain the moisture so 
that the plant roots go in search of water for themselves. Perhaps, with global 
warming, it’s something we need to consider in the future.  

This morning I’ve noticed that the berries of the Rowan (Mountain Ash) are 
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ripening nicely. These are a good source of food for the 
birds in the autumn. 

I’ve been reading about red-legged partridges. 
We’ve always had them visiting the garden each year. 
They make a dust bowl in the borders (that tells you the 
type of soil we have here!) if they can find some clear 
ground - they love to bathe in the earth. This year they 
chose to make a hole near the base of one of my oriental 
poppies (not far from the house) and laid 14 eggs (they 
can lay up to 16). It’s not unusual for them to have two 
nests, the female will sit on one and the male the other.  
They don’t sit on the nest until she’s laid them all so that they all hatch at the same 
time. Incubation can take 23 – 25 days. We suspect there could have been two nests 
in the garden as we regularly saw the male and female knocking off their night shift 
as we opened the curtains in the morning. 

I was chatting with Stan Clarke the other day who was quite concerned that, 
after a good few years, the house martins, who always nested under the eaves of 
their house, haven’t returned this year. He said he would be interested to know if 
anyone else has had a similar experience with house martins this year. 

We also seem to have acquired three ducks, a male and two females. One of 
the females could be one of this year’s young and something has sadly had the rest 
of the brood. But they poddle around here (they seem to tidy up under the bird 
feeders) and I’m unsure why they’ve chosen this location. Perhaps it’s the cover we 
can give them here now. 

This year, we have kidney beans growing in the arable field next to our kitchen 
window and now they’re quite tall, all we can see of the young roe deer are their 
heads comically bobbing along the top of the crop. 
Pamela Cox 

Village Profile       
Pat Grant: President of Bugbrooke WI. 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
No, I haven’t. I grew up in Wolverton, Bucks and went to school there. After marrying 
we moved to Wootton, Northants, then Farthingstone for 28 years, then downsized to 
Little Billing, and after my husband died I moved to Bugbrooke four and a half years 
ago. I wanted to be in a village, a village with amenities and clubs and things going 
on. 
What do you like about Bugbrooke? 
It is a very friendly village. There are many opportunities to join organisations and 
make new friends. I have been made very welcome here. I have good neighbours 
and good friends. There are beautiful areas to walk and I like being close to the 
canal. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
I had a very happy childhood. I have one sister younger than me. My parents always 
made sure we had opportunities to visit museums, many trips to London, always by 
train. I was never fond of the escalators that looked daunting at the time. Holidays 
were taken each summer, sometimes camping. Norfolk, Dorset, Kent and Devon 
were favourites. My mother thought it was useful to be able to have basic skills such 
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as baking, knitting and sewing. I am grateful for her guidance. I joined Brownies, 
Guides and Youth Club. 
You were lucky to have a Youth Club to join. 
Yes. We met in an old railway carriage. I joined when I was 16 and it was there that I 
met my husband. The Youth Club did eventually move into a new building. 
What did you do when you left school? 
I went to the FE College and trained in shorthand and typing. Then got a job as 
accounts clerk with Aston Martin. I moved on from there to the Diplomatic Wireless 
Service at Hanslope Park. Now that was an interesting place to work. It was all top 
secret and all employees had to sign the official secrets act. There were about 200 
people working there. I enjoyed working on ledgers there. We had contacts all over 
the world. I left to have my children (2 sons and 1 daughter) and didn’t go back as I 
stayed at home for 13 years to look after them. 
Where did your husband work? 
He was a builder and carpenter, and started his own business with his cousin, who 
was the same age. They were both perfectionists and worked on many houses and 
conversions of cottages. My husband took up baking when he retired and when 
dividing up a tray of flap-jack would measure each piece with a ruler. 
Did you go back to work later? 
Yes, when our youngest started school I joined Blakesley School as a dinner lady. 
This led to 10 years of being a teaching assistant and then working at St Lawrence 
School in Towcester supporting children with special needs. Also while we were in 
Farthingstone I was Clerk to the Parish Council for a number of years. 
What are you most proud of? 
I am most proud of my late husband who always said he would only live in a new 
house if he actually built it. He built us two beautiful homes in the village of 
Farthingstone, overlooking beautiful countryside close to the Knightley Way. We 
bought a plot of land and he worked Monday to Thursday for the business, then 
spent Friday to Sunday building our own house. This was 1978.  

It took him nearly three years. 
The WI is important to you. Were you involved in other villages? 
Yes. It is a wonderful organisation. So many opportunities to learn different crafts, 
which I have always enjoyed. I learned lace making after a WI talk, knitting, crochet 
and embroidery. Lovely to be able to make things. Being a member of WI also opens 
up opportunities to join in County events and organised coach trips to various historic 
homes and gardens. We had a very small group in Farthingstone. The number went 
down to 12, but we still had a show, played skittles and darts. After it closed I joined 
the group at Stowe. I still go to Stowe, keep in contact with friends there. 
Do you have an ambition? 
I have started watercolour painting, and I would like to improve my technique. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
I think I would choose to train as a florist. It would be lovely to bring joy into peoples 
lives through flowers. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
I do enjoy music. The sixties are my favourite, especially the Beatles and other 
Liverpool groups of the time. My pink Dansette record player was well used. 

Tennis was probably my favourite sport. I have been fortunate to go to 
Wimbledon on three occasions, quite an experience. I do play outside bowls, more 
for fun than competitively. My sons played football and I spent many days on the 
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sidelines cheering them on in all weathers. I now go along to watch my two youngest 
grandsons, but not if the weather is really bad.  
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
Scotland is very beautiful. There is so much to see in this country. We have been on 
several cruises abroad which have been interesting and good fun. I am now looking 
forward to going to America with my son and family. We plan to go to Disneyland. 
What is your favourite food? 
I enjoy many different cuisines but Italian is a favourite. 
Who do you admire most? 
I have thought long about this, and I have decided on our amazing monarch, Queen 
Elizabeth II. I recall her coronation. I was 4 years old. She has served us all for 70 
years. A wonderful achievement. 
What book would you take to a desert island?  
I have recently read The Kashmir Shawl by Rosie Thomas recommended by my 
Reading Group. I thoroughly enjoyed being immersed in it. 
When was your happiest moment? 
The day we were married and the birth of our three wonderful children. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Always take the opportunities that are offered to you. Be polite and have respect for 
others and their possessions. 
What in life is most important to you? 
My three children and six grandchildren. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Village Church Fete (Photos on pages 31 and 32) 
How good was it to be able to hold the fete again! 

Despite the weather it was a wonderful village occasion that has been in the 
planning for many months. 

Jasmine D’Costa, the Rose Queen and all her smart Brownie attendants 
opened the fete in the sunshine and everything started. Andy Evans (lead singer with 
Bugbrooke Racoons) entertained us and lifted our spirits when the rain came with his 
great guitar playing. The teddy zip wire didn’t stop all afternoon. Hundreds of bottles 
and teddies were won. Goodness knows how many cups of tea were made in 
church. The Art Group’s talents were admired by many. A visit from Spiderman and 
the Queen proved very popular with the youngsters and made great photo 
opportunities. The rain did give us enough water in the brook to run the duck race on 
the Sunday morning (Photo on page 43), Congratulations to John and Gerrie, Daniel, 
Geoff and Wendy who owned the winning (and losing) ducks. 

There are so many people who played a part in the success of the afternoon. A 
big thank you to all the stall holders, it would be nothing without you. A huge thank 
you to all the folk who turned up and put up and took down all the gazebos and 
marquees. That is always a massive job. Thank you to all the local businesses and 
clubs that helped with varied  donations, to everyone who braved the rain. 

The final thank you to the committee who have overcome many challenges 
along the way. 
Jane (Chair of the fete committee) 

Bugbrooke Art Group  
Bugbrooke Art Group is up and running again, as those of you that visited the Art 
Exhibition in Church on Fete Day at the beginning of July will know. 
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We are a small group and would be very pleased to welcome new members. 
Though there is no formal tuition there is always help, advice and suggestions readily 
available. Our art is individual and between us we cover most types of media – 
watercolour, oils, acrylic, pen and ink, pencils, crayons, etc. 

We meet in the small hall in the Community Centre on a Tuesday evening from 
7:30 to 9:30. We charge just £5 for an evening to cover the cost of hire of the hall and 
put on one or two exhibitions a year to show off our work. 

Why not drop by on a Tuesday to see what we do, or give me a call on 01604 
831016. 
Dave Marshall 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church    
We held our Fish and Chip Supper and Quiz on the 8th July. This used to be an 
annual event, but we missed the last two years because of the pandemic. It was 
good to be back. Many thanks to our quizmasters Chris and Debbie Lee, who did a 
really brilliant job (they were part of the winning team back in 2019, a team which 
included Allen Dale, now so sadly missed). Thanks also to the Community Centre 
staff and to our committee members who all contributed so much to the evening 
running successfully. And a very big thank you to everyone who came and supported 
us. 

I have no final figure at the time of writing, but it looks like the event made about 
£400 for our funds; a very respectable figure considering our ticket price stayed at its 
2019 level, whereas the price of fish certainly hadn’t! 

Our next fundraising events will be a Craft Fair in the Church on 19th November 
and a Wine Tasting at the Community Centre on 2nd December. 
Jim Inch   

Bugbrooke OAPs’ Christmas Gift Scheme   
The committee would like to thank all our loyal supporters who attended our recent 
wine tasting. 

A very enjoyable evening was had and a big thank you to Bugbrooke Rugby 
Club for their kindness in allowing us to use the clubhouse for our wine tasting. 

Please be aware that the application form for the Christmas vouchers for the 
current residents of Bugbrooke will be in the October edition of LINK. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

Village Green…goodbye for now   
A lot has changed in the world since my first Village Green article in June 2019. 
We’re still hurtling towards climate and ecological breakdown, but the world has 
largely woken up to the gravity of the situation and promises of emissions reductions 
by governments and businesses will hopefully be kept. 

Things have also changed in Bugbrooke: Spring 2022 saw the formation of the 
Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group with the aim of raising awareness of 
climate change and wildlife loss and helping to address these issues within the 
village. Given my involvement with this new group, I’m going to instead focus my 
time on providing updates on our progress. 
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Thank you for reading my articles over the past 
three years, I hope you continue to enjoy hearing from 
the Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group and are 
inspired to live as sustainably as you can. 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working 
Group    
What do 26 full bin bags, one lampshade, one kitchen 
bin, one lighting unit and half a bike have in common? 
They are all no longer polluting our village thanks to 
our team of awesome volunteers who kindly spent two 
hours of their Sunday morning helping us on our litter 
pick. That was our first BEWG litter pick in early May 
and we’re planning to hold the next group pick in the 
winter.  

Another project we have in the pipeline is the 
improvement of the patch of land between Smitherway 
and Shepherd’s Walk, which currently tends to attract 
litter and isn’t particularly nice to look at. We had a 
thorough discussion of the options of how this area 
could be improved at our meeting on Monday 16th 
May. The preferred option was to plant sections of the 
land with wildflowers and to include other wildlife-
friendly features such as bug hotels and log piles, while 
leaving a substantial area of grass to be used by 
villagers and for children to play on. Proposals will be shared with the residents of 
Smitherway and Shepherd’s Walk before any plans are finalised. 

Some of you will have seen us at the Village Fete on Saturday 2nd July. Thank 
you to all of you who stopped by to have a chat and congratulations to the winner of 

the plastic packaging-free, vegan-
friendly, slightly addictive sweets in the 
upcycled jar! It was truly heartening to 
hear about the action you are already 
taking to minimise your own impacts 
on the environment, and we look 
forward to welcoming our new 
members. 
Our next meeting is on Monday 19th 
September at the Community Centre, 
but in the meantime you can follow us 
on Facebook or contact us via email 
for updates, and I leave you with three 
easy eco-actions you can take right 
now: 
1. Plan meals to help avoid food waste 
(and save money) – one-third of food 

Winners of the Pairs 
Competition:  

Triples Winners: Bob Mackintosh,  
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grown for human consumption ends up being thrown away; in the UK 70% of food 
waste is from households – food that we have paid for and carried home, only to 
throw it in the bin. Uneaten food accounts for 8-10% of global greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

2. Turn your car engine off when waiting – apart from wasting fuel (and money) 
exhaust fumes also accumulate inside the car as well as polluting immediately 
outside (which just happens to be lung height for children). 

3. Clean out your inbox – keeping old emails means there’s a server somewhere 
using lots of energy to store them. 

Clare Slater   

Bugbrooke Bowls Club     
There’s been a great response to our open days this year and invitations to join us on 
Thursday evenings at our club (located at the rear of the Sports and Community 
Centre). 

We’ve already had nine new members this season and five others who are 
joining us regularly. You are very welcome to come along on Thursday evenings, 
6:30 pm start, to have a go at bowls. 

We recognise the importance of having a mix of experienced and novice 
players within the context of a small and friendly club that actively encourages and 
supports visitors and new members. The resulting interaction and enjoyment has 
provided a definite boost to the members. 

The club recently received a grant from the Global Goals Fund for 
Northamptonshire to purchase modern gardening equipment, to maintain the 
facilities at a high standard, and rubber ditch liners (to prevent damage to bowls that 
run off the playing surface). 

We were delighted that the award of the grant also led to a local newspaper 
article “Community Hero of The Week” in the Northampton Chronicle & Echo on 19 
May 2022. 

Our club’s Pairs Competition was held on Saturday 14 May 2022 and was won 
by Phil Green and Ally Smith. This is Ally’s first year at bowls and she has taken to 
the sport enthusiastically and wishes she had started playing years ago. 

The club’s Triples Competition, on Saturday 11 June 2022, was won by Bob 
Mackintosh, Ally and Geoff Rooke. Geoff is one of our newest members and has 
already played in friendly matches with other clubs. 

We’ll be having another ‘open 
day’ on Sunday 31st July, between 2pm and 6pm, to coincide with the 
Commonwealth Games which are to be held in Birmingham this year. 

We’re actively looking at 
additional funding as well as promoting the sport of bowls and increasing 
membership of our club. In that context, we need all the support we can get. 

You can call me for a chat about 
getting more involved and to request a membership application form and details of 
the opportunities to play, learn and improve. 
Paul Cockcroft (01604) 831688 
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Charity Cricket Match  
On Sunday 1st May 2022 a charity cricket match in memory of Angela Francis and 
Bridget Spruels took place at Bugbrooke Cricket Club for the second year. 

Our thanks go to Bugbrooke Cricket Club for organising the match and to Spen 
and Steve for getting in touch with the players from each team. The game was played 
in good spirit with a little banter between the players. 

The result was a win for Spen’s team making it one game all.  
We would like to thank everyone who donated the prizes for the raffle. This 

raised £230. A special thank you goes to Danny Macintosh for donating Golfing 
vouchers for the Belfry Golf Club. These were auctioned and raised £410. 

All monies raised will go to Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Dave Francis and Mick Spruels    

The Heyford Singers   
Pull out all the stops 

Preaching to the choir 
Blowing your own trumpet 

Like a broken record 

The Duck Race 
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Services and Events at  
St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, 

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

Sunday Service  9:30am 
 

Regular events 

Monday   Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’      10am to 12 noon 

   Bellringing Practice (temporarily on hold)  8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday   Church open for private prayer       10am to 11am 

Thursday   Family Morning in the Church Rooms       9am to 11am  

   - a time for parents and tots -Term time only                                              

 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a 

brief message and your telephone number, and a member of the 

team will get back to you. 

 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  
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Diary   

August   

8 19:30 Parish Council CC 

9 10:30 Culture Club SS 

10 12:30 Bugbrooke Surgery Closed for Training BS 

10 14:45 Afternoon Tea for Military Veterans BS 

22 19:30 Flower Society - Social Evening NHVH 

September   

2 19:30 Heyford Singers   NHVH 

5 19:30 WI - Bob Kendall ‘Morris to Mackintosh’ FC 

7 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

12 19:30 Parish Council CC 

13 10:30 Culture Club SS 

14 12:30 Bugbrooke Surgery Closed for Training BS 

14 19:30 History Group CC 

19 14:00 U3A   CC 

19 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group CC 

21 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

26 19:30 Flower Society - Minh Lane 'From latitude 17 to latitude 52'  NHVH 

October 

3 19:30 WI - Annual Meeting FC 

Bugbrooke Church  Mondays 10:00-12:00 - Open for refreshments 

Bugbrooke Art Group  Tuesdays  19:30-21:30 at the Community Centre 

Bugbrooke Family Morning, Term Time Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

BS - Bugbrooke Surgery CC - Community Centre FC - Football Club 

Family Announcements 
Shirley, Sarahlee and Mason would like to thank everyone who sent cards and kind 
messages of condolence on the sad loss of Sean, a much loved son, brother and 
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