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Have you made resolutions for the New Year and are they 
the same as last year? Perhaps you could try listing out 5 or 
10 realistic goals instead, maybe keeping it as simple as 
walking round the village more often and saying hello to 
people you see.  

If you want to take a further step you could perhaps join a club, society or 
organisation. In this issue we have details relating to the Bugbrooke Bowls Club, the 
Heyford Singers Community Choir and the Environmental Working Group and all are 
seeking members. 

There is an abundance of interesting information in Nature Notes, Village Green 
and History Group and it is apparent there is plenty to do and see in Bugbrooke and 
the surrounding area. 

I thoroughly recommend ‘getting out there’ to discover the benefits to health and 
wellbeing of being part of a group and having the chance to chat ‘live’ and to share 
common interests. Let me know how you get on and perhaps provide an article and 
photo of what you have achieved. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 
March 2022, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that our 
preferred way of receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

about:blank
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Parish Council Report 
The applicant for the New Hall development withdrew the application in November. 
The reason for this being they wanted to consult with the planning Officer about 
various aspects of the application and these talks are ongoing currently. The grounds 
of this building are looking excellent and it is great to be able to see the hall from 
many angles now. 

I reported in last issue that an application for an extension to the car park at the 
Community Centre had been made on behalf of BSACA but unfortunately it has been 
turned down with Sports England objecting to any land on the playing field which 
could be used for sport being used for any other purpose. So we are stuck with the 
occasional congestion in that area unless the Centre’s Committee comes up with a 
different solution. 

Aylesbury Mains who were the contractor that has maintained our streetlights 
has now ceased this operation which has caused us issues along with many other 
Parish Councils. The Clerk is striving hard to find another contractor which is proving 
difficult. We are aware a number of lights have recently been out, particularly around 
the village green. So please be patient while we find a solution and accept the 
Council’s apology. 

The proposed Environmental Group is taking shape and looks to roll out in the 
New Year with engagement with as many Village organisations as possible. Further 
information on this activity can be found elsewhere in this issue under ‘Village Green’ 
and it is the Group’s intention to make as many people as possible aware of their 
environment and simple steps we can all take to improve it. 
A list of all 2022 PC meetings is posted on village notice boards and feel free to 
attend any of our meetings where you will be given the opportunity to express your 
opinion if you so want. Alternatively, please contact either the Parish Clerk or any of 
your Parish Councillors with any issues or ideas you may have. 
Phil Bignell, Chairman 

Bugbrooke Food Distribution Scheme 
The scheme has been able to distribute food before and during the pandemic. This 
has been possible by support from Tesco and Waitrose providing food, grants and 
donations from various organisations, and a band of volunteers who have collected 
and facilitated the food distribution. 

There may be people experiencing financial hardship in Bugbrooke who could 
use this service. We are therefore inviting people who are receiving income related 
benefits to get in touch if they are in need.  

In order to ensure fairness, the service is open to people receiving Universal 
Credit, Income Support, Working/Child tax credits or Pension credit. 

Please contact David Clayson (07802 333908 or email at: 
david.clayson@gmail.com), in strict confidence, if you are interested in finding out 
more about the scheme. 

Please also note that Northampton Citizens Advice is allocating hardship 
vouchers as part of the Hardship Support Fund, which operates until March 2022. 
One off vouchers are available to buy food, cooking essentials and assist with 
household and energy bills. You can self-refer on 08081969443 if you are 
experiencing significant financial difficulties. 
Dave Clayson 

about:blank
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I have a hope and a dream 
For me 2022 is a milestone year as I have a birthday that will 
once again have a numerical zero! 

Nevertheless, as I contemplate do I mark or ignore the said 
birthday?  I’ve also been reflecting on what still gets me up in a 
morning, what is my ‘Raison D’étre’, my  ‘Modus Operandi’ for 
doing what I have been doing officially for thirty-five years but 
reaching right back into my teens when I first met with the living 
presence of God revealed in Christ. 

Some of my passions, views, outlooks may have been 
tempered with age and hopefully maturity! One passion however that has remained 
constant is for everyone to know a personal and living relationship with God in Christ 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The following is my humble and less than perfect reworking of part of Martin 
Luther King Jr. speech delivered on August 28th 1963 which has been described as 
having "a strong claim to be the greatest speech in the English language of all time". 

I offer the reworking within the context of my responsibilities and charge as the 
Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe:- 

I have a hope and a dream 
That the poor and neglected of Bugbrooke, Kislingbury, Harpole, and 
Rothersthorpe, that have been sweltering with the heat of injustice and neglect - 
will be transformed into an oasis of justice and worth 
I have a hope and a dream 
That the people in the expanding Villages of Bugbrooke, Kislingbury, Harpole, 
and Rothersthorpe will be able to live in the wider community of Northampton 
and be known by the content of their character and not the presumed balance 
in the bank. 
I have a hope and a dream 
Let the freedom that God brings through His Son Jesus ring 
From the phenomenal heights surrounding Bugbrooke and Rothersthorpe, let 
freedom ring. 
From the enhancing surroundings of Kislingbury and Harpole, let freedom ring. 
From the manicured school, community fields and recreation areas, let freedom 
ring. 
But not only that, 
From the Corner Shops and the Post Offices,  
From the ‘M1’ Motorway Services and Restaurants. 
From the health care of the Doctors Surgery, 
Nursery Care and Community Rooms. 
From the Pubs, the Clubs, Village Halls and Churches,  
From the Schools, from Heygates and the farms  
and the places where people live. 
Let the freedom of God in Christ Jesus ring. 
I have a hope and a dream 

Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 
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Nature Notes  
I’ve just walked around the garden this morning, appreciating all the winter flowering 
plants and shrubs. Viburnum x bodnantense 'Dawn' is such great value at this time of 
the year. This shrub was awarded the AGM (RHS Award of Garden Merit) and 
therefore not known to be troubled by diseases, it attracts the bees and is very easy to 
grow. The sweet fragrance in the bleak winter months gladdens the heart. 
Another good performer at this time of the year is Mahonia japonica Bealei… this 
evergreen shrub flowers in late autumn in time for Christmas and continues until early 
spring. Again the fragrance is so lovely, a wonderful splash of yellow and needs very 
little attention, just remove the flowers when they’re finished. 

Our property is surrounded by a native hedge with about 9 species growing in it 
and one of the plants that again is of value to the birds is the guelder rose, Viburnum 
opulus, with its soft, translucent berries (the leaves giving a stunning display of colour 
in the autumn) which are the first that the birds take in the winter… saving the harder 
berries (such as hawthorn) for later. 

Others I have in the garden are witch hazel… Hamamelis (makes a good 
specimen plant). I’ve learnt to have it growing somewhere near the house so you see 
it even on days when you’re less likely to go out during the flowering period of 
December to February. Other shrubs that brighten these winter months are Cornus 
(dogwoods) that have brightly coloured straight stems and can be a deep red, orange 
or yellow. Not forgetting the winter scent of the sweet box too. 

In the borders, there are a lot of plants that don’t appear to need sunshine to 
flower and therefore flower early in the year… hellebores, snowdrops, aconites and 
cyclamen and because they have little competition at this time of the year, you see 
them from 100 paces away. If you have snowdrops and wish you had more, February 
is a good time to be dividing your clumps. Just dig up a clump, tease them apart and 
relocate. 

We’re unsure why, but we’re seeing more of the red kites up here lately, hovering 
over our land, obviously hunting for food. Their unmistakable markings are particularly 
pleasing when the sun shines on their red backs, dark tips of their wings, their pale 
heads that get paler (almost white) as they age and of course their distinctive forked 
tails that twist back and forth as a stabiliser. So I did a little bit of research into them, 
although not really fully satisfying my curiosity. I knew that they had become extinct in 
parts of the British Isles, but wanted to know more. It seems they were persecuted and 
were mistakenly believed to be taking game birds and were carriers of diseases and 
people would be paid for their carcasses. Taxidermy was popular at the time too. This 
continued until the mid-1950s when there were just a few breeding pairs left in the 
valleys of central Wales. During the 1950s the rabbit myxomatosis outbreak 
devastated the main food supply of the kites, therefore recovery was slow. 

In 1989 (just over 30 years ago) the RSPB released 6 breeding pairs in Scotland 
and 4 pairs in the Chilterns. It is considered one of the most successful conservation 
stories in recent times. They had to be sure they chose non-migratory birds, so the 
birds released in Scotland were from Sweden and those released in the Chilterns 
were brought over from Spain. Since then, further reintroductions have been made in 
Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, North Yorkshire, southern Scotland, the Black 
Isle and recently Ireland. And it’s nice to know that our original species of red kites in 
Wales are now recovering too and found in Shropshire and Herefordshire. It is 
believed there are now 1,800 breeding pairs in the United Kingdom. 

So back to my original perambulations… Red kites enjoy a mixture of habitats. We 
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do have pasture and arable fields adjacent, broadleaf woodlands (a few trees). We 
do get foxes in the garden and therefore they may be leaving food behind. Plenty of 
small mammals and earthworms. But... they are also attracted to areas where the 
ground-nesting birds rear their chicks… probably not good news for our skylarks. 
Pamela Cox 

Village Green 
Happy 2022! I’m feeling optimistic for the year ahead: the days are getting longer, 
and Spring is around the corner! I’m also optimistic for the state of our environment – 
increasingly people are choosing to live more sustainably, which is vital for our 
children’s futures. As we look towards Spring, many of us will be preparing our 
gardens for the warmer months – although gardening is often considered to be 
inherently environmentally friendly, there’s actually a lot of unsustainable practices 
that we need to be aware of. Also, as the collective area of our gardens is greater 
than that of all the nature reserves in UK, our gardens can have a massive impact on 
our wildlife and biodiversity. So the choices we make in terms of gardening can 
greatly affect our carbon footprint. Here are some ideas: 

Go ‘No-Dig’: soil is a huge carbon store, so disturbing the soil as little as 
possible (the principle behind no-dig gardening) minimises the release of carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere 

Be lazy: generally being less tidy in the garden overall provides shelter and 
nourishment for wildlife 

Look after dandelions – far from an unsightly weed, these are a vital early 
source of nectar for bees 

Mow less frequently, and leave some areas of grass to grow long and go wild  
to increase the biodiversity on your lawn and also lower carbon emissions from 
mowing  

Check out the #NoMowMay initiative: https://www.plantlife.org.uk/  
Choose peat-free compost and buy plants grown in peat-free compost 
Peat bogs are a major carbon store and digging them up to use peat in compost 

releases huge amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere 
Encourage pollinators by growing native plants 
Go organic: using natural pest control and fertilizers instead of harmful 

pesticides that can kill vital pollinators 
Create a wildlife area 
A pile of sticks, leaves or other garden trimmings left in a corner can provide 

shelter for all sorts of wildlife 
Even a tiny pond will welcome a wider variety of species to your garden 

(remember to include sloping sides or stones to help hedgehogs to climb out) 
To find out more about how to create a wildlife garden visit https://

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/nine-ways-to-build-a-wildlife-friendly-garden 
Be part of a hedgehog highway 
Make holes at the base of your fences to allow hedgehogs to roam from garden 

to garden – they have a large territory 
Try growing your own vegetables 
Even a pot of your favourite herb to get started helps with reducing food miles 

and plastic waste 
Re-use plant pots and give away any you have in excess/find those going free 

on local marketplaces if you need more; buy second-hand planters and other garden 
accessories 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Recycle rainwater using a water butt 
I also use the children’s half-empty water bottles to water houseplants 
Borrow infrequently used garden equipment, or buy second hand. If you need a 

new mower, consider electric over petrol 
When mowing or using other power tools, check out the best time to do this 

based on the current energy mix that is generating our electricity – there’s a handy 
National Grid app for this: https://www.nationalgrid.com/cop26/when-to-plug-in-app 

 
If you’d like to know more about low carbon gardening, there’s some great 

advice from gardening journalist and author Sally Nex at https://sallynex.com/home/.  
Clare Slater 
Member of Climate Action – West Northamptonshire (Facebook: 
@climateactionwestnorthants) 
Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton https://www.facebook.com/groups/
sustainableish.northampton/about/ 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
We were very lucky to get our Wine Tasting in at the beginning of December, when 
Omicron was still just a rather worrying cloud on the horizon. We had limited the 
number of tickets to allow for social distancing, and asked people to wear masks 
except when seated. But it was still lovely to have a proper social event again. I think 
this was the general feeling, for everyone seemed to be really enjoying themselves. 
The success of the evening was in no small part due to Brian Berwick, who hosted 
the evening for us with great skill and humour. So many thanks to him, and to 
everyone else who helped to make the evening a success: those who saw to the 
refreshments, organised the raffle, poured the wine and so on. Thanks also to all 
those who supported us by buying tickets, coming along to the Community Centre 
and making it such an enjoyable evening. And a final thanks to a number of people 
who weren’t able to join us but made donations instead. Including their donations the 
evening made £629 for our funds. 

We had another boost to funds on 11th December with a pop-up stall outside 
the Community Café. This made just under £290 in total, shared between us and the 
Café (but we got 80% to their 20%). Many thanks to Jane Causebrook and Catherine 
Parry, and all their team, for organising and running this; and to everyone who 
donated the wide selection of merchandise that we could display for sale. 

As for future events we are hoping to be able to hold our customary Fish and 
Chip Supper/Quiz in July, but will need to assess the situation nearer the time. 

I will end with a quotation from a lovely letter we have received from someone 
who grew up in Bugbrooke, but now lives in Ringstead at the other end of the 
County. After saying he visits Bugbrooke whenever he can, he continues 

“I feel that the Church is such an important centre to the village that it’s 
important to support the work that is carried out to preserve the building. Please 
therefore accept me as a Friend of St Michael’s and All Angels Church”. (And of 
course we have with grateful thanks) 
Jim Inch (Tel 01604 830933) 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Millennium Green 
A new avenue of trees has been 
planted on the Millennium Green. 

The additional trees (listed from 
the new churchyard hedge to the path) 
are 

Copper/Purple Beech – Fagus 
Sylvatica ‘Purpurea’ 

Black Poplar (replacing the 
original tree donated by Bugbrooke 
W.I.)  

Black Cherry Prunus Cerasifera  
L iqu idambar  –  S ty raci f lua 

‘Worplesden’  
The Millennium Green Trust 

agreed that the new avenue of trees 
would commemorate H.M. The 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022, 
although the trees were bought from a 
local nursery, as the size and quantity 
of saplings available through the 
Queen’s Canopy scheme were 
unsuitable. 

As they grow opposite the row of 
the existing trees, it should form an 
excellent frame to the view of the 
Church, although you may initially 
need to use your imagination as can 
be seen from this picture. Trees are a long-term project! 
David Harries, Bugbrooke Millennium Green Trust 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club  
I am writing this article to provide information, to generate interest and to request 
support for Bugbrooke Bowls Club, with the aim of increasing membership. 

The Club was founded in 1989 and the ‘green’ is situated next to the 
Community Centre. The experience of playing outdoor bowls and the quality of the 
green are so affected by the weather that outdoor matches in the UK are played 
mainly from April to September. 

I started playing flat green bowls in April 2021 and have absolutely loved it, both 
in terms of the sport itself and the very warm welcome and encouragement from 
others. 

The Bowls England (www.bowlsengland.com) website states “Bowls is a sport 
that takes seconds to learn – but a lifetime to master”. Their website also says “We 
believe everybody should realize the joy and benefit of playing sport, and there are 
so many reasons why bowls is ideally placed to unlock these fantastic advantages”. 

Here are some of the top reasons to give bowls a try: 
Playing bowls is very doable. Whatever your physique, bowls is a sport for 

everybody and it will help improve your fitness levels and mental wellbeing 

about:blank
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Compared to most sports, age and gender differences have less of an effect on 
a game of bowls, so it’s a perfect sport to spend time and enjoy a bit of friendly 
competition with your family. 

Bowls clubs are sociable places full of people looking to have fun, so bowls is a 
great way to relax, make new friends and feel part of your local community. 

When I started I was offered the use of spare bowls and given some basic 
training during a ‘roll-up’ (a casual taster session) and then the opportunity to play in 
friendly matches for Bugbrooke against teams from other local clubs.  

These friendly matches were generally played on Saturday or Sunday 
afternoons with a few on Wednesday or Thursday Evenings. The photo shows a 
match in late Summer at the end of the outdoor season. Twenty matches were 
played, with 13 won and 7 lost. 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club took part in the Northampton Area Triples Bowls League 
(Division 2) with matches played on a Monday evening. Fourteen matches were 
played, with 5 won, 3 drawn and 6 lost (shots for Bugbrooke: 582 and against: 611). I 
was invited to play in three of those matches, with mixed results, and was happy to 
have the experience. 

I didn’t want to stop playing at the end of September so have taken up Indoor 
Bowls as well – there are two indoor facilities in Northampton (Kingsthorpe Bowling 
Club at Whitehills and Northampton and District Indoor Bowling Association). 

In a further article for the April 2022 LINK we will report on members of our 
committee and Annual General Meeting, along with a call for action and how to get 
involved and join us. 
Paul Cockcroft 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multiple games take place simultaneously on the green, which is divided into rinks, with 
potentially up to eight people on each rink. The white frames seen on the photo are ‘bowls 
gatherers’ which take the stress out of collecting all the bowls together after an end has 
been completed and scored.” 
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Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
Bugbrooke Parish Council is pleased to announce the formation of the Bugbrooke 
Environmental Working Group. The group’s purpose is to raise awareness of climate 
change and wildlife loss, and to promote activities and decision-making that help 
tackle these issues and their effects on our village. Membership will be open to 
individual members of the public, representatives from village organisations and 
representatives from the Parish Council. Among its objectives, the group will 
encourage all construction within the parish boundaries to be carbon neutral with 
renewable energy, oversee installation of public electric vehicle charging points, and 
generate and protect an environment for native plants, animals and invertebrates to 
thrive. If you would like more information about the group and/or are interested in 
becoming a member please contact Jane Wood (janewood.bpc@gmail.com) or 
Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com). 

Bugbrooke WI 
Since last writing, we have held our Christmas Fayre in the Community Centre. 
This was supported by many people. Thank you for your support. 
We’ve also had our December meeting at which Sara Pateman demonstrated her 
method of making hand made chocolates. This was an enjoyable experience as we 
were able to taste some of her delicious chocolates. Her chocolates are unique, as 
she uses many different ingredients to flavour them. 

The next day several of our members met at “The Wharf” for a Christmas 
lunch which all who attended really enjoyed. We were looked after very well, the 
food was good and the atmosphere there was warm and welcoming. 
We now look forward to another year of meetings and experiences starting with a 
quiz in January followed in February by a visit from Celia Irwin who will be guiding 
us through making a piece of pottery. 

I should mention that we have changed our meeting place, which is now the 
Football Clubhouse. The January and February meetings are in the afternoon to 
make it easier for anyone having to travel. 

In March John Perkins will be bringing us some entertaining nostalgia with 
music and tales from “The Summer of Love” May to September 1967. 
New members and guests are always welcome. There is a small charge for guests. 
For more information about Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 
317398. 
Brenda Astell 

Bugbrooke History Group 
For some of our loyal History Group supporters, tuning into Zoom meetings has been 
impossible, so we are still looking forward to a more normal time when we can meet 
safely face to face. We have decided to keep our Zoom meetings for the time being. 
There are many people for whom Zoom has been a blessing. Thank you everyone 
for your continued support. 

 The latest presentation in November was about Delapre Abbey. The building 
and grounds have a long and interesting history.  Originally built as a Benedictine 
Monastery, by 1145 the monks had left and Cluniac nuns took over. The Cluniac 
order was an offshoot of the Benedictine. There were about 20 nuns there and they 
had the right of Estover,* which gave them 252 gallons of wine (not sure how long 
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they had to drink it, but it doesn’t sound a bad deal, does it?). By 1530 there were 
only 11 nuns left. It was the nuns who cared for the injured and dying after the Battle 
of Northampton, a decisive battle in the Wars of the Roses in 1460. The battle 
ground was very close to the abbey. Of course Henry VIII dissolved Delapre in 1538, 
and the estate was taken over by the Tate family – for 7 generations. I could tell you 
more, but I think you should go and look round this fascinating place. From 1958 – 
1992 it belonged to Northampton Corporation who situated the Records Office there. 
In 2001 the Friends of Delapre Abbey fought for its restoration and now it is a 
pleasant leisure facility for everyone with grounds and gardens to walk round, a 
restaurant and cafe for refreshment and a historic house to browse in. Thank you 
Margaret Hawkins for telling us all about it. 

 Our next Zoom meeting has a presentation about the Railways of 
Northamptonshire. It is on January 12th. I will report on it next time. 

 As we belong to the Northamptonshire Heritage Group there are a number of 
interesting events organized in different parts of the county. There is always 
something surprising that you never knew was there. I try to circulate these 
happenings so that our Bugbrooke Group is as well informed as possible about the 
county in which they live. We are making history all the time (with or without Covid). 
Let me know if you wish to be on my e-mail list. 

* In english law an estover is an allowance of a necessity, made to tenants (e.g. 
timber or fuel from the estate). 

Alan and Felicity Robertshaw have found some clay pipes in their garden – 
signs of a time when people (women as well as men) probably sat by the brook 
gossipping about recent events in the village. Below is the photo they took of the 
pipes. If you dig up anything of interest please let me know. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pat Kent (secretary) e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 
 

about:blank
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Village Profile 
Ken Gardner – retired builder and parish councillor 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Harpole in 1931, and moved to Bugbrooke when I 
was 4 months old. Apart from 2 years National Service I have 
lived here ever since. My wife, Anne, was born in Poplar, London, 
(home of Call the Midwife)  but grew up here with her family. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
The sporting facilities. It’s a very sports orientated village. I’ve 
played football, bowls, table tennis, cricket. John Curtis and Jack 
Holt put a lot of effort into the sporting facilities. 
Is there anything you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
I think it was friendlier as a smaller village. During the war (2nd World War) I 
remember evacuee children getting off the bus carrying their gas masks and bags 
and knocking on doors to find somewhere to stay. There were a number who were 
taken in. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
It was strict but happy. I went to the village school until I was 14. We used to play 
football at the end of Johns Road. We were known as the Butts Hill Boys. We even 
had our own song. When I left school, I was apprenticed in the building trade for 6 
years. I received 1 weeks pay and within a fortnight I was called up for National 
Service in the Army. 
So that was certainly the end of childhood. What next? 
I reported to Catterick for 4 months training, and then I was posted to Germany with 
the 9th Lancers, and then to Korea for 12 months as a Gunner Driver with the 5th 
Enniskillane. To get to Korea we were transported on the Empire Halladale by sea 
for 9 weeks voyage, had 2 weeks in Seoul before camping on the 38th parallel.* 
We were welcomed and ordered to make our own beds – using beer crates from the 
NAFFI. We were each given a revolver and two bullets. There are 200 hills in 
Korea. They all are numbered, We drove the tanks up and down, with turrets up 
and down. It was freezing cold. The river froze. After 6 months we had R & R in 
Japan (rest and recuperation). Then another week in Korea before the Regiment 
came out, and went straight to Egypt and the Suez Crisis. After 2 years service I 
came home. Before I could return to my home in Bugbrooke I had to book into the 
Drill Hall and sign on with 
the T.A. (Territorial Army). 
If I was needed in the 
future I could then be 
called up again. I came 
back to the building trade. 
Then married Anne. 
Together we revisited 
Korea 7 or 8 years ago. I 
wanted to pay my respects 
to a friend who had 
tragically died there. Even 
now the situation on the 
border is terrible. You must not take a step over the line. 
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What are you most proud of? 
Family. They mean the world to me, each and every one of them. 
Is there anything you achieved as a councillor that makes you proud? 
I served as a councillor for 40 years (retired this year). Recently we got the seat 
restored on the Green and suitable restoration of the bus stop on Camp Hill. 
When was your happiest moment? 
The birth of my first born. I wanted a girl, and that is what I got. But they were all 
happy times, the birth of all 3 of my children. 
We are happy to have a big family living in 
Bugbrooke.  My son has taken over the 
running of the building business that I 
started. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
I can play the piano. I used to play the piano 
in the Bakers Arms. Music and dancing are 
very important to me and I’ve taken part in 
many different sports. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
My wife and I love Rhodes, Greece. 
What is your favourite food? 
Sunday lunch. 
What book would you take to a desert 
island? 
A fishing book - I used to love fishing, can’t 
do it now because my balance isn’t good -  
and the Bible. 
Who do you admire? 
John Curtis for the work he has done with the 
Football Club. I also admire the Carers who 
help us every day. They are underpaid, yet 
so kind. 
Have you advice for younger people? 
Listen to your elders. Be as good as you can, 
and respectful. 
Do you have an ambition? 
To live to be 100 with most of my faculties. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
As a caring and kind man. 
What in life is most important to you? 
My wife, Anne of 65 years and my family. 
 
* The 38th parallel refers to the line of latitude 38 degrees North of the earth’s 
equatorial plane. It is the boundary between North and South Korea. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

The Wednesday Club 
As I write this just before Christmas the situation is very uncertain due to the latest 
Covid restrictions.  Our hope is that by the time you read this things will have 
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stabilised and we will have enjoyed Christmas and The New Year and be in a 
better position.  

Sadly our Christmas lunch  was cancelled in order to keep everyone safe but 
we hope to be able to hold a belated celebration some time in the new year.  
Hopefully we will be able to commence our 2022 meetings on February 2nd, with 
our AGM to be held on February 16th. 

 On a brighter note, during the autumn we were able to enjoy a fish and chip 
lunch in the Sunday School rooms. We also had a very enjoyable and interesting 
trip to the newly refurbished Northampton museum, which is very impressive.  This 
was followed by afternoon tea in their restaurant.  The section devoted to Old 
Northampton brought back some happy memories to some of our members who 
had grown up in the area.  

We look forward to being able to enjoy more outings and activities this year 
and we are always pleased to welcome new members to our fortnightly meetings, 
held in the Sunday School rooms from 2 to 4 p.m.  Transport throughout the village 
can be arranged for a small charge for those needing it. For more details please 
contact Linda on 01604 831219 or Shirley on 01604 830671. 

The Heyford Singers - an Introduction 
We are delighted to have been given the opportunity to make a regular contribution 
to the Bugbrooke LINK which will hopefully help us to expand our audience and our 
membership. 

We are a community choir, based in Nether Heyford, and we meet regularly in 
Nether Heyford Village Hall on alternate Thursday and Friday evenings during 
spring and autumn to practice and rehearse for our concerts which are open to the 
public and take place in May and December each year. 

Being a community choir our membership is open to all. 
We sing in 4-part harmony (soprano, alto, tenor and bass), which is 

challenging to say the least,  but the prime requirement from our members is that 
they have a love of singing and  a (very necessary) sense of humour. If you join us 
you will not be asked to audition, we've never asked someone to leave because 
they can't sing.  We'll put you in a section which we think best suits your voice and 
if we get it wrong you can always move to another one. 

When I joined the choir several years ago I didn't know whether I was tenor or 
bass having never sung in a choir before, so they put me in with the basses. I 
quickly realised that I couldn't get that low so 'moved in' with the tenors which is 
where I've very happily stayed. 

Not reading music (very few of us do) I found it quite challenging at first, but 
we all get rehearsal tracks in various formats so that we can learn our parts by ear 
which makes things a bit easier. 

It's hard to convey the sense of satisfaction you get when you finally 'nail' a 
piece, perform it well with forty-odd other voices and get the appreciation from an 
audience. It's quite a 'buzz'. 

We are very keen to recruit new members. Like most choirs we particularly 
need male voices (why do men always think they can't sing?) but everybody is 
welcome. 

Why not come along to our Open Evening in Nether Heyford Village Hall on 
February 18th to find out what we're all about? Arrive at 7.15 for a 7.30 start. We'll 
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be rehearsing for our next concert which is on May 13th and 14th. If you've not 
sung in a choir before you'll probably feel out of your depth at first; some of us still 
do, but stick with us and we'll help you along. Some people prefer just to listen at 
their first couple of rehearsals but you're welcome to dive straight in. 

Naturally, everything is subject to Covid restrictions but if you drop me your 
email address (kvra44@gmail.com) I'll keep you informed as to whether we're 
going ahead or not to save you a wasted journey. 

As I write we've just completed our Christmas concert. Included in our 
programme were  Let Me Entertain You, from the musical Gypsy, You Raise Me 
Up, Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas as well as several carols sung by the 
audience. I've got to admit that when we first got together in September for our first 
rehearsal we were very rusty, having not sung together for well over a year, and our 
choir was significantly reduced in numbers. It was touch-and-go whether we would 
be ready to perform but we managed to pull it together at the last minute and did 
two successful performances to audiences reduced in size to allow for social 
distancing. It was really great to be back singing again and the audience response 
made it all worthwhile. The feedback we've had from the audience since the 
concert has been fantastic, and I think this might have been one of our best 
performances.  Triumph in the face of adversity! 

More in the next issue, but if you'd like to be kept up-to-date with forthcoming 
performances including a very special one planned for March / April, send your 
email address to me at kvra44@gmail.com and I'll keep you updated.  

In the meantime, best wishes and stay safe. 
Keith Rands-Allen. 01327 340741  

about:blank
about:blank


32 

 

Kaye Adams sent in these pictures of the 
Church decorated for Christmas 
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Nathan’s Tree 
Saddened to see one of my favourite trees 
so badly damaged in the recent storms in 
Bugbrooke.  

This one backed on to the new 
development in Cub Close and I did this 
sketch after walking to see it close up as 
the children and myself  had only seen the 
reverse view from the window, I named it 
'The Heart Tree' sadly there is very little left 
of it now but I am glad I managed to get an 
ink sketch of it a few years ago. 
Nathan Doyle  

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2021 
What a relief it has been after the 2020 lockdown to witness the sale of poppies in 
2021! Collecting has gone well with this year’s appeal on behalf of the Royal 
British Legion. The Legion and I would very much like to thank every person who 
gave to this year’s appeal. We also wish to thank the Parish Council, who 
purchased a wreath again, local shops, Public Houses and other outlets in the 
village including Pantry Door, Badger’s Café, Harben and the Petshop who did 
very well after putting out boxes and collection tins. A special thank you also goes 
to Bugbrooke Primary School and Campion School for their efforts this November. 
The final sum raised by these outlets for the village of Bugbrooke, was £931.05 
which almost doubles last year’s total of £501.05.This total though does not 
include those kind people who went online or those who gave to the Church 
collection for the R.B.L. on Remembrance Sunday or those who had their own 
initiatives to raise funds for the R.B.L. The Royal British Legion wishes to thank 
everyone as it celebrates one hundred years of collecting to help those involved, 
injured or bereaved by the effects of war. 
John Perkins (Poppy Appeal Organiser) 

Christmas Wrapping for Cynthia Spencer Hospice 
Mary Berwick would like to thank everyone who contributed to her Christmas Gift 
Wrapping Initiative to help raise money for Cynthia Spencer Hospice. 

A total of £200.00 was raised. Thanks again for your wonderful support. 
Mary Berwick 
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Please note that the answers to the Christmas Quiz are on page 46 

Paul’s Quiz—Plants and Flowers with Vowels removed  

1           RNC (6) 13 GPNTHS (10) 

2            NMN (7) 14 SPDSTR (10) 

3            TBCC (7) 15 RC (5) 

4            CMPN (7) 16 CLS (6) 

5            SPHDL (8) 17 CNT (7) 

6       BRT (8) 18 MGNL (8) 

7            HBSCS (8) 19 PRML (7) 

8            LNDR (8) 20 LBL (7) 

9            MRYLLS (9) 21 TSL (6) 

10          CMPNL (9) 22 VLT (6) 

11 QLG (9) 23 JPNC (8) 

12 DLWSS (9) 24 PLMBG (8) 

Stan Clarke sent in this photo taken in 1920 in the backyard of 
1, Church Lane of the Williams sisters on their motorbike  
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Diary   

February   

2 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

7 19:30 WI - Celia Irwin - Making a piece of pottery FC 

14 19:30 Parish Council CC 

16 14:00 Wednesday Club - AGM SS 

18 19:15 The Heyford Singers - Open Evening (for 19:30 start) NHVH 

March   

2 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

7 19:30 WI - John Perkins - The Summer of Love May-September 1967  FC 

9 19:30 History Club - via Zoom  

14 19:30 Parish Council CC 

16 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

30 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

Bugbrooke Church  Mondays 10:00-12 noon - Open for refreshments 

Bugbrooke Family Morning, Term Time Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

CC - Community Centre FC - Football Club  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall SS - Sunday School 
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