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Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

As Spring gives way to Summer, there’s noticeably more 
activity round the village and in particular on the sports fields, 
cricket pitches and bowling green. There’s loads of 
opportunity for taking part and to get involved with assisting 
the many clubs and societies that would benefit from the support. 

For various reasons we’re light on copy for this issue but hopefully the August 
magazine will be fuller. However, for your village magazine to be varied and 
successful, we do rely on contributors to let us know what is happening and providing 
the text and photos. It’s a great way to promote what you do, so please make a note 
to prepare something and send it by the deadline below. 

At our AGM I thanked each member of the LINK committee, who have produced 
six great magazines despite residual disruption from Covid and the associated 
restrictions. I also thanked all deliverers of the magazine who make sure it is taken 
every two months to each house in the village. This is a great resource for 
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Bugbrooke; please support us through articles and advertising. 
The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 04 

July 2022, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that our preferred 

way of receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Not Double Glazing! 
You may or may not have heard, but I’m about to hang up the 
Dog-Collar officially on June 30th 2022 after what will be thirtyfive 
years and three days! 

Sincerely, it’s been a privilege to have been the Rector of 
Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe but pastures 
new are calling. 

The official documents I was invited to sign stated ‘I hereby 
resign irrevocably’!  A fabulous statement including a word only 
the Church of England could dig out of the depths of a 
thesaurus, leaving me absolutely no wriggle room! 

 The word ‘irrevocably’ set my mind thinking and took me 
back over thirty years ago while serving in a Parish in Stoke-on-Trent.  As two people 
exited the church after a service I’d just taken, I overheard the comment; “I enjoyed 
that service but the Vicar overdid the God bit!” I gently tapped the person on the 
shoulder apologising for butting in, responding to the comment by saying “I’m not 
here to sell double glazing!” 

To talk, share, explain, inform, challenge and live my commitment to God in 
Christ has been my life for more years than I’ve been wearing the Dog-Collar.  This 
passion, as you can guess, is not universally appreciated.  However, if you are to 
remember me please remember me through the God I’ve served - not too well at 
times - but nevertheless served! 

I stand at the threshold of my eighth decade and still not selling double glazing.   
However, I am definitely and ‘irrevocably’ still passionate to share the unreserved, 
unconditional love of God shown to each and every one by the love of Jesus poured 
out on the cross. 

Not wanting to be melodramatic, but hey ho, this is my last contribution!  Twenty 
three years ago as I stood at the death-bed of my wife with my daughters sitting 
either side of their Mum my younger daughter shouted, “God, how much more ………… 
crap can we take”.  Any other time I would have washed her mouth out with soap and 
water, but she spoke for the three of us.  As the minutes ebbed away so did the 
tears, then, as I looked with pride at my two daughters I said in an uncharacteristic 
deep moment, “What me and your Mum believed and gave our lives for, means that 
she is now in the very presence of God Himself. If that is not the case then we’ve 
wasted our lives, and I don’t believe we’ve done that”.   

‘Irrevocably’ I still stand by those words, and want irrevocably everyone to know 
the continuing, consistent and unswerving love of God shown in Christ whom I will 
still serve to the best of my ability, until as in the words of The Salvation Army,  I am 
‘promoted to Glory’. 

I humbly sign off from my role as your Rector.  I’ve had a blast.  Thank you all, 
so much! 
Grace and Peace 
Stephen R.J. French, soon to be the ex-Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury 
and Rothersthorpe. 
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Bugbrooke Village Church Fete 
Preparations are underway for this years fete on July 2nd on the Millennium Green 
from 2pm to 4pm. Hook a Duck, Teddy tombola and the Strong Man will be there. 
Face painting, coloured sand containers and the bottle stall are already booked in 
along with other stalls. We are also hoping to have a performance during the 
afternoon. The Tuesday evening art club will be holding an art exhibition in the 
church. Refreshments will be served at the back of the church by the W.I. ladies. The 
Teddy zip wire from the church tower will also be available for those extra brave 
bears. 

Would you like to help? Please let Jane Causebrook or any other committee 
member know. We have plenty of tasks available including vans on the day to 
transport tables to and from the fete. There is an open meeting in the Sunday School 
on June 28th at 7pm. 
Jean Marshall      01604 831016 
Jane Causebrook 01604 83037 

Bugbrooke Guides 
It’s so great to be back meeting in person. We have been very busy working towards 
various badges, church cleaning, a village Easter trail and much more. Our badge 
work has seen us carrying out yoga, meditation, making fruit kebabs and playing lots 
of games. One evening we had a special visitor of a hedgehog and learnt lots about 
how we can care for them. We have celebrated the Chinese New Year, Thinking Day 
and we are looking forward to the Queen’s jubilee activities. 

Coming up, our meetings include outdoor activities, badge work, and a canal 
boat trip on Tuptonia! 

We are looking for another leader to join our team of volunteers. If you are 
interested in finding out more about Bugbrooke Guides please get in touch. Our 
waiting list is also open for September. bugbrookeguides@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
We have all enjoyed being back together enjoying friendship through flowers. In 

April we spent an afternoon at our President’s party with delicious cakes and the 
opportunity to buy plants and admire Simone’s newly landscaped garden which is 
stunning. 

We are looking forward to an outing to a flower festival in Lincoln cathedral in 
August as well as a garden visit. 

In June we welcome Lynne Sharpe who will present ‘Garden Magic’.  In July a 
very special demonstration which will be ticket only. Arnaud Metairie is a very 
talented demonstrator. In addition he has a delightful French accent and is amusing 
and charming (Oh dear, I think I am getting over excited!!) 

We will be pleased to welcome members and visitors to Nether Heyford Village 
Hall on the 4th Monday of each month at 7.30 pm for a relaxing evening with 
refreshments and a chance to win a beautiful arrangement in the raffle. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Throughout the Covid era we have continued to have regular meetings, at first every 
month but lately bimonthly. The latest talk was by Andrew Perkins, a Ghost 
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Detective. He had tales to tell of ghostly happenings in Northamptonshire and offered 
some explanations. As some people are more sensitive to the appearance of 
apparitions it would seem that even when they move house they might take the ghost 
with them. Andrew had been sensitive to ghosts from an early age, and now has 
made a career in recording them and writing about them. 

We have had so many fantastic speakers over Zoom and we are most grateful 
for this modern technology that has allowed us to stay in touch as a group. However, 
our next 3 meetings will be in the flesh in the Community Centre. On May 11th 
7.30pm we have a presentation on Weedon Barracks, and also an AGM (it’s about 
time we had one). Everyone is welcome. 

 Our local history is fascinating.  If you are new to the village please come 
along. If you wish to be told about next meetings in July and September, let me have 
your e mail address. Our group also belongs to the Heritage Society, and through 
them we get to know of many events, museums, heritage days and archeological 
digs etc in Northamptonshire. 

 Our November meeting will be on Zoom again. 
Pat Kent – secretary. 
e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 

The Wednesday Club 
Having had to cancel our Christmas lunch due to the pandemic, it was lovely to be 
able to join together for our Easter meal, which was followed by excellent 
entertainment by Ed, who had the  members up and dancing with his hit songs from 
the 60’s.  Also a big thank you to  Ann and June who cooked the tasty meal.  I think a 
good time was had by all who were there. 

 By the time this edition is distributed the  Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend 
will be over and we hope that the weather was kind for us all. We are hoping to 
celebrate at our meeting on 8th June with a garden party and afternoon tea in the 
Sunday School garden. Our July meetings will include our summer trip, at the time of 
writing the venue still to be decided. There are no meetings in August so we shall 
recommence with our Autumn programme on 7th September . 

We welcome new members to our fortnightly meeting held at the Sunday school 
room from 2 to 4 p.m. Transport in the village can be arranged at a small cost if 
needed and if you would like more details please phone Linda on  01604 831219 or 
Shirley on 01604 830671. 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle
-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm (except 
for December on the second Monday) and non-members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Book and 
Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, 
‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, 
Photography, Play-Reading and Scrabble. 
Monday 20 June at 2.00pm – ‘Memories from a 1960s Adolescence’ by Polly Feeley. 
Monday 18 July at 2.00pm – ‘A Solo Walk across Africa’ by Fran Sandham. 
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An account of Fran’s 3,000-mile solo walk across Africa, from the Atlantic on 
Namibia’s Skeleton Coast to the Indian Ocean at Zanzibar. The first time anyone has 
crossed Africa solo entirely on foot by this route. 

For information about future meetings, including any effect on them of 
coronavirus regulations, and for general enquiries, visit the website https://
u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 

Village Green 
I’m writing this a few days after Earth Day on 22

nd
 April, a global annual event that 

aims to remind governments, business and individuals of the need to take action to 
protect our planet. With other global crises unfolding in recent months, it can feel like 
the climate crisis should be a lower priority. Unfortunately, as shown in the most 
recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report, the urgency of the 
situation is only increasing, with the window of opportunity to keep warming within 
‘safe’ levels of 1.5 degrees closing at an accelerating rate. I really wish I could say 
that we will be saved by government legislation and new technology, but those are 
not coming down the line soon enough to immediately reverse the rise in greenhouse 
gas emissions, which is needed if we are to have any chance of staying with 1.5 
degrees of warming. The temperature rise doesn’t sound much but it means more 
intense storms, increased flooding, crop failure and more migration as humans try to 
find safer regions to live in. 

Every single one of us has a responsibility to our children and grandchildren to 
help fight climate change; households are responsible for a sizeable proportion of 
carbon emissions, so collectively we can all make a difference. At times it can feel 
lonely, like you are the only one making changes – what keeps me going is being 
able to look my children in the eye and tell them that I tried my best for them. But in 
honesty, I’ve found that switching to a more sustainable lifestyle is not at all onerous – 
I feel much better for it both physically and emotionally. 

Here’s a reminder of some of the things you can do to help in the fight against 
climate change:  

Given the current energy crisis it may not be advisable to switch energy supplier 
to one that is investing in renewable sources. However, we can reduce our energy 
use (and our eye-watering bills) around the home by some simple actions: 

Turn the thermostat down 
Turn off lights and appliances (rather than leaving appliances on standby) 
Wash at 30 degrees and hang washing out rather than using a tumble dryer 
Only boil the water you need in the kettle 
Limit shower time to 4 minutes  
Make the most of renewable energy already supplying the grid by using this app 

from National Grid, which shows you the current carbon intensity of our energy mix. It 
means you can choose when to plug in for energy-intensive tasks at times when 
there’s a large input from zero carbon sources: www.nationalgrid.com/cop26/when-to
-plug-in-app   

Delete old emails and unsubscribe from mailing lists you no longer wish to hear 
from. Each email has a carbon footprint and stored emails require energy-hungry 
data centres. Another simple change is to switch your internet search engine to 
www.ecosia.org, which uses advertising revenue to support tree-planting projects 
around the world. 

Reduce meat and animal product consumption. You don’t have to go vegan or 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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vegetarian – just one person having just one meat-free meal can save the equivalent 
of boiling 388 kettles (www.worldmeatfreeweek.com), so scaling that up to a whole 
household for 1 or 2 days per week is huge! When you do eat meat try to choose 
local and/or organic if possible. 

Look for local fruit and vegetables that are in season (and so have not flown half
-way around the world), or if you have a pot on a patio or larger space, grow some of 
your own veggies and herbs. 

Try not to waste food (there’s a lot of carbon emissions associated with food 
production) and for any scraps use your food caddy or compost bin, which reduces 
the methane that is emitted from food rotting in landfill. 

Choose second hand and stop buying stuff you don’t really need. There’s so 
many hidden carbon emissions involved in making and transporting ‘stuff’, including 
clothes. In fact the fashion industry is responsible for 10% of humanity’s carbon 
emissions according to the World Economic Forum. For this reason vintage clothing 
is becoming more and more fashionable. There’s loads more pre-loved fashion 
websites available now, including Refashion (www.re-fashion.co.uk), eBay, Depop 
(www.depop.com), Vinted (www.vinted.com) and specialist children’s sites: Build-a-
Bundle (www.buildabundle.co.uk), Kidclo (www.kidclo.com) and of course local 
selling groups on Facebook Marketplace.  

Repairing items/clothing is another way of saving emissions and reducing waste 
– take advantage of your local cobblers, seamstresses and repair cafes that are 
popping up. 

Unbelievably some banks, pension providers and mortgage lenders are still 
investing in fossil fuels! Check to see if yours is (www.switchit.money; 
www.makemymoneymatter.co.uk) and consider switching to organisations with 
better ethical credentials. 

Try to reduce local car journeys (which will also help save money at the pump!): 
choose active travel or public transport and definitely don’t leave your engine idling 
when stationary. Aside from the hideous waste of fuel, car exhaust is extremely toxic 
to our children’s lungs. 

Consider taking the train instead of domestic (or even European) flights. I’m 
currently planning a trip to Spain via train – see www.seat61.com for train travel tips, 
and the sleeper train to Fort William last summer was awesome! 

Refuse single use plastic – plastic is choking our environment, and, aside from 
this waste problem, as with all ‘stuff’ there is a carbon footprint associated with its 
manufacture. So, remember your reusable coffee cup and shopping bags, choose 
loose fruit and veg and check out zero waste refill shops (there’s a fabulous one in 
Flore). For when you can’t avoid plastic packaging, most supermarkets now accept it 
for recycling. 

Some of these will be easier than others, but even if all of us can only manage 3 
or 4 from this list, that is better than just a handful of people doing all 10.  
Clare Slater 
Member of Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group (Facebook: 
@BugbrookeEnvironmental) 
Member of Climate Action – West Northamptonshire (Facebook: 
@climateactionwestnorthants) 
Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton https://www.facebook.com/groups/
sustainableish.northampton/about/  

about:blank
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With the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee upon us, here are a few 
memories of the celebration 10 years ago for the Diamond 
Jubilee from our August 2012 Issue. 
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Village Profile 
Linda Sgoluppi – artist. 
 Have you always lived in 
Bugbrooke? If not, where did you 
live before coming here? 
 I first moved to Bugbrooke in the 
late 70’s with my husband, Alberto 
and our three sons. We moved to 
the derelict Wharf farmhouse. We 
initially moved into a mobile home 
on the site just before one of the 
coldest Christmases, The caravan 
w a s n ’ t  w a r m , ( t h a t ’ s  a n  
u n d e r s t a t e m e n t  a s  t h e 
temperature hit minus 20!). The water pipes froze and it was pretty miserable but we 
laughed a lot. We moved to Bugbrooke (the same village where my brother Graham 
Brittain and his family lived) from Preston Capes. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
 I like the open space within the village confines. This benefits all residents, the 
importance of which has been demonstrated during lockdown when residents, young 
to old have been able to enjoy the openness yet stay within the confines of the 
village and lockdown rules.  
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
 The attitude of a few longer term residents to newer residents, those old ‘I’ve never 
been out of the village’ folks (I am slightly exaggerating here), I hear my inner voice 
say ‘time to get a life then!’ Also on a slightly ironic note, as I live so close to them, 
the sound of the Church Bells. Church bells have always made me feel lonely and 
no, I do not intend to give the reason for that. (I’m expecting to have to duck below 
the parapet for that one!) 
Where were you born? 
I was born in Northampton. I hated school and left as soon as possible at the age of 
15. I had no qualifications but worked hard to earn enough money to live 
independently. 
So how did you start a career in art, in painting? 
I went to evening classes first in pottery and then in textiles. I always wanted to move 
on, to do more. The opportunity came for me to do training at Sir John Cass College 
in Fine Art and then a degree at Hertford University, St Albans. I then spent a year in 
Barcelona doing an MA in European Fine Art. 
What is the inspiration behind your paintings? 
At first they were based on the Grid, but then I needed to move on and the work 
became more about ideas behind the materials. I am always asking ‘what if….’ 
Through the Gridworks I started to work with encaustic. Now I am working with 
acrylic skins. Art can be made from anything. In Barcelona I was mugged, lost all my 
money and couldn’t buy the materials I needed, so I worked a lot with free cardboard. 
In Northampton a studio I had let out while I was absent was left by the occupants 
with some heaps of rubbish and a coathanger. I used that coathanger as inspiration 
for drawings, sculptures and paintings. It was not an image that was obvious in the 
paintings, but like a lot of my work, It is the perception of reality that was and is 
central to the painting. 



22 

 



23 

 

Your paintings celebrate colours. 
Yes, colour is very important to me. I learned a lot about colour at Bradford College 
from Sydney Harry while studying textiles, Sydney was a founder of the Colour 
Museum.  
Do you have an ambition? 
 I’ve fulfilled many of the ambitions I did have. After bereavements, including a recent 
one, my main ambition is to enjoy family and friends while we are still here to do that. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
 As a strong woman (with acknowledgement of vulnerabilities), and an artist. 
What are you most proud of? 
 I am proud and grateful for having been married to a special human being for so 
many years. I’m proud of the work my family did to restore the Wharf Farmhouse/
barns and open it as a pub/restaurant. I’m proud to have found a path to my passion 
for painting, which was via an interesting, if circuitous, route. I’m grateful for being the 
first in my family to have gone to University, to have gained a 1st class BA degree. I’m 
grateful I was able to do a Master of Art degree, while living for a year in Barcelona 
(via Winchester College of Art). I’m proud of being one of two artists who represented 
the UK at Artiade (the Olympic Art Exhibition) at the Athens Olympics. I’m grateful for 
the prestigious award from the New York Pollock-Krasner Foundation, early in my art 
career. 
When was your happiest moment?  
 I have had many happy moments so I feel it’s not easy to pick just one. I value each 
and every moment of happiness, they are the treasures of life. I do remember the 
particular joy I felt on my wedding day. It was two weeks after my sixteenth birthday 
when I married the man I loved and who loved me, we were married for 54 years (I’ll 
add for those that are young and wondering if it’s worth it, there were plenty of ups 
and downs, and yes more than worth it). 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
 An anthology of poetry that includes Maya Angelou, Carol Ann Duffy, Leonard 
Cohen, René Maria Rilke, Pablo Neruda, Marin Sorescu, Dylon Thomas, Walt 
Whitman and William Wordsworth. 
What/who do you admire most?   
 I admire individuals with personal courage. Sometimes that quiet courage becomes 
well known as in the case of Rosa Parks, often times it’s when it’s less well known 
but just as courageous, such as standing up to bullies etc. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
 I’d be what I am, an artist, but if there had to be an alternative it would be a 
Physicist. Again it’s the attraction of the ‘what if’ question. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
 I’ve been incredibly lucky to travel all over the world and love many of the places I’ve 
been to especially as I often stayed with friends.  As a child I didn’t see the sea until a 
day trip at 8 years of age and then during a full holiday at age 11 so I’ve really 
appreciated the travelling I’ve done. I’ve always loved my late husband’s birthplace 
of Tuscany, and have spent lots of time all over Italy. I spent time visiting and 
teaching in Nepal back in the 90’s which was special. I love Iceland, Australia, certain 
places in the USA, but if I nail it down to what makes my heart sing it’s a place in 
Snowdonia in Wales that overlooks mountains and sea, I never ever tire of it.  
What is your favourite food/restaurant? 
I love good food of all sorts, so to choose a favourite is impossible. A Restaurant I 
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used to enjoy is Treadwells in London and Castello di Sorci in Italy.  However, since 
lockdown, I don’t really go out much other than to a traditional pub for Sunday roast 
and I’m not going to share where! 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
 It’s tough on young people now in ways that are different from what was tough for 
my generation. I’d say each generation has stuff to work through. Don’t search for 
your meaning, instead make the meaning in your life. 
What in life is most important to you? 
Love, Fairness, Decency. The world becomes a rotten place without those things. 
They are values worth fighting for.  
Interview by Pat Kent 

Red Flag Act of Parliament 
The act of parliament that originated from the legacy of many regulations of the 
infamous Locomotive Act of 1865, was known as the Red Flag Act. It originally 
limited the speed of powered vehicles to just two miles per hour in Cities, Towns, or 
Villages, and Four miles per hour elsewhere. 

The First London to Brighton Car Run that took place in 1896, was staged to 
celebrate the repeal of the Red Flag Act, and has carried on every year from then on 
to date apart from years of emergency. 

The roads and highway from then on for a period of time went from such 
restrictions to almost a free for all, especially with steam and especially petrol 
powered vehicles. So a Highway Code emerged from Legislation that had been 
introduced to curb the appalling Death Rate on the roads throughout the country. 

The New Highway Code came into force in 1931, as at the time there were 
about 2.3 million vehicles on the roads. Up until this Code was put into practice along 
with some sort of road test in these very early days, there were on average 7,000 
people killed every year in road accidents, (about 20 people a day on average). Once 
the New Code came into practice, the Death Roll started to drop very rapidly. 

From an article written at a time when there were about 30 million vehicles on 
our roads the death rate was about an average of 3,500 deaths per year and 
dropping towards fewer fatalities due to new legislation and laws coming into force to 
enhance driving skills and responsibilities.  

  All one had to do to get a Driver’s Licence in the early days, was to go to a 
Post Office and purchase one for five Shillings, (25 pence in today’s money), no test 
or questions asked in any way or form, no medical or eyesight test or otherwise. 

A motor car cost One Pound a year to be registered to use the highway, Five 
shillings for a motorbike; this was by Law under the Motor Car Act of 1903. 

The first recorded death of a pedestrian to be killed by a motorcar on the open 
road was a forty four year old Bridget Driscoll; she was run over by a Rodger –Benz 
Car, August 1896.  

The most lives were lost in vehicles that had been converted into Buses or 
Charabancs as they were known from lorries. During the week these lorries had 
replaced the Carriers Carts that normally carried the odd passenger to and fro from 
wherever during the normal weekday. 

Come the weekend, especially Sundays, it was extremely lucrative moneywise, 
to take folk out on trips to wherever, Pews from out of Churches and Chapels were 
lined up on the backs of these vehicles, as many as they could get on, as well as folk 
all squashed along these Pews as possible, some did have canvas covers just in 
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case the weather was inclement, but these were in the minority, for most were open 
topped.  

It was an accident waiting to happen, as the drivers would drink and be merry 
with the rest, flying along the open road singing their heads off, to whatever tune was 
in fashion at the time, the seats would not be fixed down onto the lorry’s back, so 
when cornering at speed or coming to a sudden stop all seats and passengers were 
sent flying, hence the tremendous loss of life with such vehicles, this was until new 
laws and regulations came into force to help alleviate such problems, no Public 
Service Vehicles Drivers Licence in those days past.    

All such goings on, were taking place during the transition, from motorised 
vehicles taking over from the local carriers with their carts. 

Tales handed down from local rival bus companies that operated from Harpole; 
they would race or overtake each other while travelling back and forth from 
Northampton in order to pick up one another’s passengers, great risks were taken at 
times when doing so, through such going on rivals even got down to Fist Fighting 
over stealing one another’s passengers or from being cut up while driving back and 
forth, the list of antics is endless.    

Some folk, who were late getting to the bus, would have the driver call at their 
home to see if they were ready to go to town, they not only carried passengers, but 
Goods and Parcels that had to be delivered or picked up when going either way. 

On one occasion one young driver from Harpole seemed to be driving the bus 
so fast and recklessly, one passenger started to moan about being thrown about 
from side to side when overtaking other road users, so he unscrewed the steering 
wheel lifted it off from its spline and handed it  to the man doing all the moaning,  
along with saying see if you can drive it better than me then, thus putting the 
moaning passenger into quite a panic when doing so. It soon stopped him moaning 
as he thought they were all going to die while  the bus raced down the road with no 
steering wheel attached. The steering wheel was eventually fixed back on whilst still 
travelling as it was a stunt that this particular driver was always pulling, especially 
when he wanted to shut someone up. 

Certain new Laws were passed in Parliament regarding the Road Traffic Acts.  
Drivers and buses alike had to reach certain standards, many could not afford to do 
so, therefore such likes as  the United Carriers, were to purchase all the rights from 
the local carriers, for safety sake. 

This was the start or the birth of the United Counties Carriers or Bus Company 
that carried Parcels, Newspapers etc, for in each and every village they had a picking 
up and dropping off point, even two or three in large villages or small towns. 

In the days before the United Carriers were formed, the drivers from local 
carriers on wet cold rainy winter days, would drop or pick up passengers at shops 
that had large awnings that reached from the shop front to the Kerbside, most shop 
owners would tip the drivers for doing so, as some folk felt obliged to purchase 
something from the said shops when doing so, hence when forming the United 
Carriers they built a bus station in Derngate for the purpose. 
Stanley Joseph Clark.                                                                          
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Bugbrooke WI 
During most of the Covid pandemic the members of Bugbrooke WI managed to avoid 
infection, but recently several members have succumbed. Luckily, mostly with mild 
symptoms. Because of this, numbers were down at our April meeting when Celia 
Irwin returned with our newly fired pottery owls to help us paint them. Great fun was 
had by all as we replayed our schooldays sharing paint and getting mucky, then go-
ing home clutching our brightly painted owls. 

Following a very successful lunch at “The Wharf” at Christmas we have decided 
to eat out on a more regular basis and will try to arrange a lunch each season. The 
first of these was on the 14th February when nine members lunched at “Cromwell 
Cottage”. Good food with good company, what could be better? 

The talk at our June meeting will be on Madam Tussauds. Then in July the 
members will take over the running of the meeting to give the Committee a hard 
earned rest. 

Our August outing is still being organised as we have had several suggestions 
of places to go to. 

If you would like to join us at any of our meetings you would be most welcome. 
For further information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 
 Brenda Astell 
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Bugbrooke Brownies - A term in pictures: 
 

Tiger masks for Chinese New Year 

Fun in the garden with an Easter Egg trail. 
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We have lots planned for our summer term, working towards our Theme Awards, out 
and about, being creative and of course the Queen’s Jubilee.  And with the Church 
fete returning this summer, Brownies are pleased to be providing the Rose Queen 
and her attendants once again. 

Places are limited but if your daughter is coming up to 7 and you would like to 
put her name on our waiting list, please email us at bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  
We meet on a Monday night 6.15-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell) 

Being creative with ham-
mers, nails, and string! 

An end of term party – music, 
snacks and chats. 

about:blank
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Bugbrooke Bowls Club  
Our open day on Saturday 30 April was a great success. We were blessed with 
perfect weather, the green was in fantastic condition and most importantly lots of non
- members came along to join us and have a go at bowls. Some had played bowls 
before but many were completely new to the sport and had the opportunity to play for 
the first time. 

It was lovely to have the chance to greet people and to see how quickly we 
could get them on to the green to try their hand at getting close to a jack or onto a 
larger target. Overall, a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon and we look forward to 
welcoming some of those new faces on a regular basis over the coming season. 
Thanks to everyone who contributed. 

Our next open day is on Sunday 29th May, between 2 pm and 6 pm, and is part 
of the “Bowls Big Weekend 2022” organised by Bowls England 
(bowlsbigweekend.com). Join us for free on the day and come and have a go at 
bowls! Everyone is welcome as this is the perfect sport for all ages – we even have 
some mini-bowls for those who can’t handle the standard size ‘woods’. 

Friendly matches, generally played at weekends, started in early May as did the 
Monday evening men’s league. We have been getting together at 6.30 pm on 
Thursday evenings to socialise and have a game with Bugbrooke Bowls Club 

Our open day at the end of April had a great turn out and plenty of people had 
the chance to deliver some bowls on the beautifully maintained green. 
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members and others who came to the open day. 
You are most welcome to join us on Thursday evenings to join in with 

experienced and novice players and you can call Robin, Andy, Tom or me, for a chat 
about getting more involved and to request a membership application form and 
details of the opportunities to play, learn and improve. 

Chairman  Robin Frost 831567 
Treasurer  Andy Cragg 832183 / 07810 000853 
Green Co-ordinator Tom Fuins 831532 

P.S. We’re also planning an ‘open day’ on Sunday 31st July, between 2 pm and 6 
pm, to coincide with the Commonwealth Games which are to be held in Birmingham 
this year. The lawn bowls will be played at Victoria Park, Royal Leamington Spa and 
there will be substantial media coverage. The hope and aim is that interest in the 
sport during this time will encourage more people to get on to greens around the 
country. 
Paul Cockcroft (01604) 831688 

QUESTIONS 
 
Used by Jason 
Push rudely 
Gloomy and drab 
A loud kiss 
A gentle one 
One who grieves 
Used for sherry 
Let’s have a bet 
He looks scruffy 
Responsible for coal 
Small kitchen 

Done by dogs 
You can’t eat it and have it too 
There’s one across the Mersey 
Less than 
Done at the seaside 
Twenty one would be good 
Rubbish 
It’s inside 
Craft at the top of the stairs 
Useful against the cold 
Send it on its way 
Hurricane and tornados on here? 
Victory for example 

Answers in the next issue 

The Chairman’s Quiz  -  Sounds Like, Boats and Ships 
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Diary   

June   

6 19:30 WI - Madam Tussauds  FC 

8 14:00 Wednesday Club Garden Party SS 

13 19:30 Parish Council CC 

20 14:00 U3A - ‘Memories from a 1960s Adolescence’ - Polly Feeley  CC 

22 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

27 19:30 Flower Society - Lynne Sharpe - ‘Garden Magic’  NHVH 

28 19:00 Open Meeting about Bugbrooke Church Fête SS 

July   

2 14:00 Village Church Fête on Millennium Green  

4 19:30 WI - Members’ Night FC 

6  Wednesday Club Summer Trip —TBA  

11 19:30 Parish Council CC 

18 14:00 U3A - ‘A Solo Walk across Africa’ - Fran Sandham  CC 

20 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

25 19:30 Flower Society - Arnaud Metairie - ticket only demonstration NHVH 

31 14:00 Bugbrooke Bowls Club - Open Day and fund raising CC 

Bugbrooke Church  Mondays 10:00-12:00 - Open for refreshments 

Bugbrooke Family Morning, Term Time Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

 CC - Community Centre FC - Football Club NHVH - Nether Heyford Village 

Hall RC - Rugby Club  SS - Sunday School 

Family Announcements 
Happy 68th wedding anniversary on 5th June to Pete and Ann Ward of Georges Ave-
nue.  Congratulations and lots of love to you both from all the family both in the UK 
and France and New Zealand xxxx 
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