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I had intended to keep this leading article ‘light’ with 
reference to a few activities taking place in Bugbrooke, but 
the passing of the second Elizabethan age requires 
something more. Most of us in the village will remember no 
other monarch and with the help of the BBC website I have assembled the following 
paragraphs as a record. 

Queen Elizabeth II, aged 96 and the UK's longest-serving monarch, died 
peacefully at Balmoral on 08 September 2022, after reigning for 70 years. The 
Queen came to the throne in 1952 and witnessed enormous social change.  

Queen Elizabeth II's tenure as head of state spanned post-war austerity, the 
transition from empire to Commonwealth, the end of the Cold War and the UK's entry 
into - and withdrawal from - the European Union. Her reign spanned 15 prime 
ministers starting with Winston Churchill, born in 1874, and including Ms Truss, born 
101 years later in 1975. 

Elizabeth was crowned at Westminster Abbey on 2 June 1953, aged 27, in front 
of a then-record TV audience estimated at more than 20 million people. Subsequent 
decades would see great change, with the end of the British Empire overseas and 
the swinging '60s sweeping away social norms at home. 

Elizabeth reformed the monarchy for this less deferential age, engaging with the 
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public through walkabouts, royal visits and attendance at public events. Her 
commitment to the Commonwealth was a constant - she visited every 
Commonwealth country at least once. 

But there were periods of private and public pain. In 1992, the Queen's "annus 
horribilis", fire devastated Windsor Castle - a private residence as well as working 
palace - and three of her children's marriages broke down. 

After the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, in a car accident in Paris in 1997, 
the Queen drew criticism for appearing reluctant to respond publicly. There were 
questions about the monarchy's relevance in modern society. 

"No institution… should expect to be free from the scrutiny of those who give it 
their loyalty and support, not to mention those who don't," she acknowledged. 

As a 21-year-old princess, Elizabeth had vowed to devote her life to service. 
Reflecting on those words decades later, during her Silver Jubilee in 1977, she 
declared: "Although that vow was made in my salad days, when I was green in 
judgment, I do not regret nor retract one word of it." 

That same commitment to serving was made 45 years later in a thank you letter 
to the nation on the weekend of her Platinum Jubilee in June 2022. The milestone 
was celebrated with a mix of state ceremonies and a colourful festival of all things 
British, as well as lively street parties. 

Although the Queen's health kept her from some events, she said: "My heart 
has been with you all." 

Whatever your views on the monarchy, she was such an impressive individual 
who touched all our lives. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 
November 2022, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that our 
preferred way of receiving copy is by email to 

 bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

 The Proclamation 
On Sunday 11th September I read the 
Proclamation out to villagers on the 
village green. 
In an age where modern methods of 
communication convey news around 
the globe in an instant, the proclamation 
is no longer the means by which people 
learn for the first time that they have a 
new Monarch. Today, however, is one 
of the first occasions when communities 
had an opportunity to come together 
and reflect on the moment in our 
nation’s history when the reign of our 
longest serving Monarch came to an 
end and our new Sovereign succeeded. 
Phil Bignell, Chairman Parish Council 
 
The full proclamation follows: 

about:blank
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The Proclamation 
Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to call 
to His Mercy our late Sovereign Lady 
Queen Elizabeth the Second of Blessed and 
Glorious memory by whose Decease the  
Crown of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland is solely and 
rightfully come to The Prince Charles Philip 
Arthur George: We, therefore, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal of this Realm and 
others, do now hereby with one voice and 
Consent of Tongue and Heart publish and proclaim that The Prince 
Charles Philip Arthur George is now, by the Death of our late Sovereign 

of Happy Memory, become our only lawful 
and rightful Liege Lord Charles the Third, by 
the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern  Ireland, and of his 
other Realms and Territories, King, Head of 
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith to 
whom we do acknowledge all Faith and 
Obedience with humble affection; beseeching 
God by whom Kings and Queens do rein to 
bless His Majesty with long and happy Years 
to reign  over us. 
GOD SAVE THE KING  

In memory of Queen Elizabeth 
a book of Remembrance was 
placed in Bugbrooke church. 
The church was open every 
morning from 9.15am until after 
her majesty's funeral.  
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Parish Council Report 
The unacceptable level of vandalism and criminal damage which I reported on in 
the last edition has certainly reduced and thanks must go to our PCSO Chris 
Dudley and the team he works with. There has been a lot of activity in identifying 
the culprits and delivering appropriate relevant punishment. The play area next 
to the Primary School is closed currently because of repeated vandalism and its 
future opening date will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting. 

Gigaclear are nearly at the end of their installation process which has 
caused some issues and for those who chose will provide a professional level of 
Broadband in the whole village and enable fast connectivity for all. 

The ongoing issue of the water leak at the Wharf resulting in water flowing 
down the road is getting nearer to a resolution. The issue has involved the Canal 
Trust, Anglia Water, owners of Wharf and Highways. The PC has been exerting 
pressure to ensure that the issue is resolved and particularly before onset of 
colder weather and the possibility of ice occurring. I believe the source has 
finally been identified and expect the deadline to be met. 

Unusual Rigging came to our June meeting to present plans they were 
going to submit for changes to their site looking for any comments from the PC. 
They intend to construct a new HQ building in the NE corner of their plot which 
will not only be attractive but will be green in terms of using energy generated on 
site from a combination of solar panels and heat source pumps. The area will 
also undergo further landscaping and the Council were very supportive of the 
proposal which came to our July meeting and received unanimous support. 
Phil Bignell 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club  
Firstly we would like to thank everyone that have been involved with the club in 
the 2022 season. 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club have had a good season, on and off the pitch with 
successful Friday Night Junior sessions, competitive league cricket, and our 
social games. 

The First XI pushed for promotion until the last game but narrowly missed 
out. The Second, and Third XI finished respectively in their league. Our Sunday 
friendly side won many games playing opposition from all over the midlands. 

A special mention to Harry Penberthy on a thousand league runs in the 
season, and Joe Musson on our first recent junior to gain his first cap in the 
Senior side. Our Captains made a tremendous effort in fielding sides all season 
and fulfilling all our fixtures. 

We offer our condolences to the families of former chairman John Mundy on 
the loss of his wife Jean Mundy, and of Bob Riches, a vice president and 
grounds volunteer. 

We would like to remind all Dog Owners that the cricket field is a privately 
owned ground with a public footpath on the eastern boundary and we request 
that All dogs are always kept on lead, as requested by the signage on the 
entrances of the field, and not allowed to run loose off the lead in the playing 
field area. Players have unfortunately been in contact with dog excrement, which 
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is very harmful, dangerous, and totally unacceptable in not being disposed of in 
the appropriate bins placed around the village by those responsible. 

We close our season with our End Of Year Presentation which is open to all 
Social Members, Vice Presidents, players and guests on the evening of 
Saturday 8th October at Northampton Golf Club with a three course dinner at 
£30 per person. Please contact a committee member to confirm your interest. 

Thank you all again to players, supporters, and helpers both around the 
ground and within the pavilion and we look forward to seeing and welcoming 
players and supporters in the new season. 

Keep up to date with the latest news on our social media Facebook 
Bugbrooke Cricket Club Page, and @bugbrookecc on Twitter/Instagram. 
Bugbrooke Cricket Club 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
On Saturday 19th November we will be holding a craft fayre in the Church. This 
is a new venture for us and it promises to be a lovely event. With Christmas not 
too far off it should be a good opportunity to hunt for decorations and presents; 
and it will all take place in the atmospheric setting of the very building we will be 
helping to preserve. The Fayre will be open from 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm. If anyone 
would like to book a table at the Fayre, please email Teresa Garlick at 
craftfayre@btinternet.com 

Later, on Friday 3rd December, we will be in the more familiar territory of 
our annual wine tasting. This will be held in the Community Centre. Judging by 
previous occasions this will be really great fun. We will shortly be finalising 
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details and getting tickets ready for sale. Members and previous supporters will 
then be sent a letter. If anyone else is interested please contact me (tel 01604 
830933) or any committee member. 

I’ll just finish with the usual reminder that the Friends of the Church is a 
registered charity which enables all the residents of Bugbrooke, whether church 
goers or not, to contribute to the upkeep of our beautiful village church. If you are 
not already a member, but would like to become one and support our work, then 
please contact me or our Treasurer, Tony Pace (tel 01604 832516) or any 
Committee member. A membership subscription is only £5 a year per person. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Beaver and Cub Scout Group 
All sections of the scout group have had a break over the summer holidays but 
are looking forward to returning next week and welcoming new members to the 
beaver section. Whilst there have been no meetings the leaders have still been 
busy with cleaning and sorting the hut, who knew that we had so many felt tip 
pen (yes, each one was tested to see if it still worked) and so many pencils 
needing sharpening. They have also been planning the programme for the 
following term with many different fun activities to complete badge work. 

Prior to the holidays both the beaver and cub section had a sleepover at the 
scout hut. Cubs stayed on the Friday night and were joined on the Saturday by 
beavers. The cubs completed their scientist badge by completing many 
experiments. The favourite was the edible slime. They also completed their 
backwoods cooking badge by cooking their breakfast of beans, tomato and 
vegetables with sausages in a billy can on a camp fire and finished off by 
cooking their evening meal of pizza in the campfire before they went home. 
Once they had packed their sleeping bags and roll mats away and washed up, 
they passed the time with some archery and tomahawk throwing (foam) while 
waiting for the beavers to arrive. Once all had arrived and stowed their gear, they 
all had a short hike to the local wooded area where cubs made shelters and 
beavers collected natural materials to make a picture. Then it was back to the 
hut for lunch and some craft activities as well as some games. When the 
weather became slightly cooler, they all went outside to play some team water 
games and then have a water fight. They then all helped to cook their pizzas on 
the fire and clear up. Cubs then went home and beavers stayed and watched a 
film before going to bed. Last beaver went to sleep at 11pm and the first one was 
awake at 7am so the leaders managed to get some sleep. Once everyone was 
packed up, they had breakfast and used their natural materials to make pictures 
and then went indoors to play archery and throw the tomahawks before going 
home. 
As the weather was so hot the final cubs and scout meetings were postponed 
until the Thursday where cubs joined the beavers and conducted an experiment 
with coke and mentoes before beavers were all informed of the results of the 
beavers’ experiments with how different fluids effected the shell on eggs 
demonstrating how important it was to clean their teeth properly. It was then 
outside for water games and a water fight with the scouts. They also enjoyed the 
tarpaulin water slide and were all reluctant to go home when their parents 
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Bugbrooke Beaver and Cub Scout Group 
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arrived. Some of the leaders also got very wet.  
Bugbrooke scout group meeting times 

Beavers          5.9 years -8 years        Thursdays 6-7pm 
Cubs                8-10.5 years                 Monday 6-7.30pm 
Scouts             10.5-14 years               Tuesdays 7-8.30pm 
All meetings take place at Bugbrooke Scout hut. 
For more information about your son or daughter joining please contact Sue 

on 07512765034 or email bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
It has been a wonderful season for Bugbrooke Bowls Club, with the final match 
taking place at Cogenhoe on 24 September. We have played 25 friendly games 
and 14 matches in the Northampton Area Triples Bowls League. We have also 
enjoyed three open days and four competitions, as well as the regular Thursday 
evening club nights. 

The friendly matches are played home and away and there is a nominal 
advantage to playing at Bugbrooke on a green that you know and use for 
practice. The results haven’t always worked out that way but overall we won 
more matches than we lost and met loads of lovely people along the way. 

The men playing in the triples league have performed really well this year 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Francis and Steve 
Alderman with the Jodie 

Linford Memorial Challenge 
Cup 
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and have secured our position in Division 2 which is where the Bugbrooke team 
has historically been placed. We are hoping next year to have more players in 
reserve for this competition and to build experience for the future of the club. 

An Australian Pairs Competition was held on Saturday 13 August 2022, 
playing for the Jodie Linford Memorial Challenge Cup. This competition was won 
by Dave Francis who is one of our most experienced players and Steve 
Alderman who is new to the club this year. 

We’re delighted to have welcomed our many new members into the club 
and to give a game to those who wanted to play in the friendly matches. It’s been 
great to see novice players have a go and to take part with such enthusiasm and 
success. 

We plan to celebrate the end of the outdoor bowls season with a barbecue 
on Sunday 25 September. We’re also hoping to arrange a quiz night for the 
Autumn, which we expect to be really well attended and great fun, as well as a 
Christmas meal for club members and family. 

In the next article, I intend to look at what has been achieved this year and 
what is being planned for next year. At the time of writing, arrangements are 
being made for a bowls ‘tour’ in June 2023 and we’re thinking how to improve 
our facilities and to get even more people involved with the sport of bowls. 
Paul Cockcroft (01604) 831688 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Why does summer go so quick and winter seems to go on forever! We have had 
some lovely times with exceptional demonstrations and a great day at Lincoln 
Cathedral, an awe-inspiring building which was a perfect setting for a flower 
festival. Now we are looking forward to our autumn programme. On 24th October 
we will welcome Linda Stamp to demonstrate for us. Sorry to mention Christmas 
in October (or early September as I type this) but here goes. Alison Suffolk 
presents 'Christmas all Around' on November 28th. Alison is sure to give us a 
great evening. 

It has been good to welcome several new members as well as old friends 
returning after a long break during the pandemic. We meet at 7.30pm in Nether 
Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each month. 

Visitors will be warmly welcomed to our friendly club. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke Brownies 
When this LINK comes out, we would have been back a couple of weeks. Our 
first meeting will be at the Maize Maze in Harpole, where we are going to have a 
picnic before we get lost in the maze. We then will be having our leavers party 
that was postponed in July due to the heatwave and we look forward to 
welcoming some new girls. 

We have a lot of activities planned for the next term, a sleepover in October 
with the theme of Harvest (joint with the Guides), trip to Cadbury’s World, 
Cinema to watch the new Matilda, Camp Fire with the Rainbows and Guides and 
lots of fun activities within our meetings. 
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If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her 
name on our waiting list please email us at bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  
We meet on a Monday night 6.15-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell). 

Age UK Activities in Jubilee House 
You may be aware that we are currently running an activities session for older 
people in the Bugbrooke area every Thursday morning at Jubilee House in 
Bugbrooke. 

 
Join us for some fun activities and the opportunity to meet new friends. 
Join Jason, our friendly instructor, and get to grips with Boccia, Otago, 

Kurling and other indoor games. 
 

Every Thursday 10am – 11am followed by 45 minutes socialising. 
At Jubilee House, Meadway, Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3RN 
£5 per session 
Booking is essential. Full details are on our website: 
 https://www.ageuk.org.uk/northamptonshire/activities-and-events/jubilee-
house/ 

The Heyford Singers 
By the time you read this The Heyford Singers will have returned from our 
summer break and will be deeply involved in rehearsals for our Christmas 
Concert. Our last concert, in May, was a great success. On the Friday we sang 
to a full house and Saturday was very well-attended. It's unusual for us to sell 
more tickets for Friday than Saturday - perhaps there was something on the telly! 
Some people said it was our best concert ever, which was very kind. When 
you're on the stage facing outwards it's hard to tell how the choir sounds 
because you don't get the blend. Also you pick up the mistakes we make which, 
perhaps, the audience don't hear - or maybe if they do, they're just too kind to 
mention it. We just Keep Calm and Carry On! A highlight of the concert for us 
was a composition written especially for Heyford Singers by our very talented 
accompanist Graham Kinnersly. Entitled 'Light Eternal' it was a requiem 
dedicated to the victims of the Covid epidemic. A religious piece, sung in Latin in 
4-part harmony, we had planned to include the piece in our last Christmas 
concert but our rehearsal programme was so badly disrupted by Covid  that we 
felt unable to do it justice and therefore postponed it to our Spring concert, which 
was the right decision. Our Christmas Concert will take place in Nether Heyford 
Village Hall on Friday December 9th and Saturday December 10th at 7.30. 
Tickets are on sale now at £10 each (children under 14 £5) from Mike Andrew 
(07970 794321). Entitled TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY; in the first half our 
songs will tell the Christmas Story and the second half will be a musical 
celebration of the Festive Season. To help things along the ticket price includes 
wine and soft drinks! If you would like to start your Christmas celebrations with 
us don't hesitate to book your tickets now. Our Christmas concerts always sell 

about:blank
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/northamptonshire/activities-and-events/jubilee-house/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/northamptonshire/activities-and-events/jubilee-house/
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out and tickets are unlikely to be available on the door. I'm happy to say that our 
choir membership is pretty much up to full strength at the moment and we don't 
plan any open evenings, but we will always welcome Alto ladies and Bass and 
Tenor Gentlemen.  
Contact me if you're interested. Keith Rands-Allen kvra44@gmail.com 
www.heyfordsingers.org  

Meno Café 
Peri-menopause and menopause have recently become buzzwords amongst the 
female population due to the ‘Davina documentaries’ and various follow-ups. 
This stage of life has many more symptoms than hot flushes and one of the most 
useful aids is a support group of like-minded women who know something about 
what you’re going through.   

The Meno Café is an opportunity to share ideas, have a ‘gripe’ about your 
symptoms, learn more about what to expect and what you can do to gain control.  

This is a ‘girl’s night out’ for women over 40 who need a place to ‘share and 
discover’. If you’re younger but suffering early-onset menopause, please come 
along. This is a social group and the members will set the agenda. It’s an 
opportunity to chat, moan and learn among people who will understand. 

A meeting will take place in the Church Rooms, Church Lane, Bugbrooke 
on Tuesday 11th October at 8 p.m. Hot drinks will be available but you’re 
welcome to bring your own beverages and refreshments. 

Further information ring 01604-830373 and leave your name and number 
and we’ll get back to you. 
Judith Smith 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
Well, what a summer! I have to confess that I don’t like the heat generally, but 
thinking of how this summer with its extreme heat may be one of the coolest 
summers in our children’s lives made it even worse. The stress on the local 
wildlife due to the drought is hopefully subsiding now, and as autumn draws 
closer, we’re looking towards how we can nurture our wildlife over the winter 
months - look out for more on this on our Facebook page. 

In the meantime, we have been working on plans for the improvement of the 
patch of land between Smitherway and Shepherd’s Walk. The current plan is to 
sow wildflowers in sections of the land and to provide wildlife-friendly features 
such as bug hotels and log piles, while leaving a substantial area of grass for 
recreation. Fruit trees could also be included so that local residents can benefit 
from the harvest. Plans will be shared with the residents of Smitherway and 
Shepherd’s Walk before they are finalised. 

Staying on the nature theme, we propose to plant trees on the areas of 
mown grass along Johns Road, perhaps one or two fruit trees such as apples, 
pears or cherries on each area. This would need to be done over the coming 
months as autumn/winter is the best time for planting trees. 

Another of our objectives is to help residents travel within and between local 
villages using low carbon transport, or active travel. The current poor state of the 
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shared cycle/pedestrian path on the road between Bugbrooke and Kislingbury 
means that some cyclists cannot use it without risking damage to wheels. 
Hopefully if the surface were in a better state then more people would choose to 
cycle and choose the cycle path rather than the potentially unsafe road. From 
Kislingbury there is a decent cycle route into Northampton. A request has been 
made to ask the Highways department at West Northamptonshire Council to 
consider resurfacing the path. We’ll keep you updated on the progress with this. 

Finally, following our successful inaugural litter pick back in May, we are 
planning another one in the New Year. Watch out for more details in the 
December issue of the LINK. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 21st November at the Community Centre, 
but in the meantime you can follow us on Facebook or contact us via email for 
updates, and we leave you with three easy eco-actions you can take right now: 

Shop second hand – there are carbon emissions associated with 
manufacturing and transport of clothes/household goods and indeed anything 
that is man-made. It’s important to consider this as we approach the Christmas 
shopping season, and to focus on fewer but high quality gifts that will last. 
Novelty items might be cute but unfortunately most of them will end up rotting in 
the ground for decades, or worse, polluting the sea. Pass on unwanted items 
responsibly and take advantage of bargains on online marketplaces/charity 
shops and car boot sales to save money as well as the environment 

Take the train – leaving the car at home for long journeys within the UK or 
leaving the plane on the runway for European trips will massively reduce your 
personal carbon footprint. Reduced demand for flights will ultimately cut the total 
number of flights, which is what we need to have a chance of keeping global 
temperature rises within ‘safe’ limits.  There are lots of advantages to rail vs air 
travel, including less security queuing and arriving directly in the city centre. 

Use a reusable water bottle/coffee cup – this seems like a small thing, but as 
well as reducing waste, avoiding single use bottles and cups saves on the 
carbon emissions involved in their manufacture and shipping. It’s important to 
note that even ‘compostable’ takeaway cups require industrial composting 
facilities that aren’t readily available and so they end up in landfill. 
Clare Slater  (clareslater.bpc@gmail .com) and Jane Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Nature Notes 
Our beautiful green and pleasant land was truly scorched, singed, shrivelled, 
and the colour of straw during July and August and nothing like our little island 
has ever seen before. Breaking all records. Nature has really struggled this 
summer. 

The fauna and flora alike have been affected. The extent of the severe heat 
won’t really be known until next spring to be sure what has died and what is still 
living. But don't give up on plants until the spring - they may surprise you. 
Although I imagine there will be a fair few casualties. One way of looking to see if 
a shrub has died is to scrape away just a little of the bark with your thumbnail. If 

about:blank
about:blank
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you see a brown stem, that part of the plant is dead and if it’s green, then the sap 
is still rising. This is useful when looking for the dead wood before pruning. 

We’re aware that small water sources (puddles and ponds) are low and in 
many cases completely dried up and the wildlife has had to look further afield to 
find water. Fortunately, there are two small lakes to the front and rear of us, so 
the creatures local to us have been okay. As I write at the end of August, there is 
still a serious shortage of rain, with hosepipe bans still in place in certain areas. 

I’ve made a pledge to myself that I won’t, in future, be seduced by 
unsuitable plants for my garden. I’ll be buying drought-resistant plants and sadly, 
I really will have to be strong and resist buying more of my beloved hostas that 
I’ve had a passion for, for the past 50 years. I fear that my three hosta beds 
could well have a few gaps next year and that the ratio of hostas to ferns, 
hellebores, and violets in my shady beds may have to change. 

Some of you may be interested to know which of my plants have faired 
better than others during this dry summer: Salvias; Kniphofia (Red Hot Pokers); 
Eryngium (Sea Holly); Phlox; Verbascums; Verbena Bonariensis; Heleniums; 
Penstemons; Japanese anemones; Lavenders, Gallardias; Coreopsis; Grasses; 
Rudbeckias; Echinacea and Astas. Generally speaking, the grey, hairy-leafed 
plants will survive summers with low rainfall… such as the Southernwoods 
(Artemesia).  Mediterranean herbs, such as sage, thyme, oregano, marjoram 
and rosemary, will also tolerate drier conditions.  The roses have flowered 
profusely this year, absolutely covered, but their main stems (on our poor soil) 
have been weaker, and flopped badly, thus needing to be staked. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke Chapel Events  
A warm welcome to come and join us for 

tea, coffee and cakes. 
Thursday afternoons 2-30pm onwards 

every other Thursday. 
It's been good to welcome Bugbrooke 

villagers back to the chapel over the last 
couple of years for this event.  

We give notice on the Bugbrooke 
friendly facebook page or Bugbrooke old and 
new page. Also on a few notice boards 
around the village. Or you can contact me 
on brianbritten7@gmail.com and I can send 
details of dates each month. 

The other event is traditional hymn 
singing. This is every six weeks on a 
Saturday afternoon at 2-30pm.  

All very welcome and favourite hymns of 
your choice. 
Brian Britten 
 

mailto:brianbritten7@gmail.com
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Coffee & Chat 
Every Monday morning between 10 a.m. and 12 noon, Bugbrooke church is 
open for Coffee & Chat, where we serve tea and coffee plus light refreshments 
for a small donation of your choice. This is a social event with no agenda, just 
pop in for a drink and a chat, we’d love to see you. 

We have some toys suitable for pre-school children to play under the 
supervision of their parents/carers so do bring them along and join us. 

Call in and help us to use this beautiful building for the benefit of the 
community. 
Judith Smith 

Bugbrooke St Michaels Football Club  
As I write this the football season is now in full swing for the First and Reserve 
teams, the Third and Fourth, Under18s, Ladies, and our youth teams all start 
shortly. 

The First team have played in the Northamptonshire Senior Cup against 
Kettering Town, they did not give up as the score was 3-0 at half time, the young 
badgers fought their way back into the game and just came up short losing 3-2. 

They also played in the Extra Preliminary round of the F.A. Cup - (this being 
the cup final played at Wembley) against Long Buckby and they got through to 
the next round by winning 3-0. The next round will be played against Lichfield 
City (best wishes lads). 

On the youth section we are looking for parents and ex players who would 
like to come to the Sett to help our young Badgers. We have room for U7s, U8s, 
U9s teams in the club. 

During the summer holidays we attracted 16-20 children at reception age 
which was implemented by one of our ex players and now a youth team coach/
manager, Ian Marriott. He had help with these sessions from Chris Walton, Ady 
Spruels, Tom Whittaker, and other parents. We are hopeful that these 
youngsters are the start of the next generation of young Badgers. 

One Weekend in June one of our committee members Nick Inwood 
organised and ran a very successful Youth Tournament which drew many teams 
from all over the country. 

We managed to park over 1,000 cars over the two days, on our car park 
along with parking on the community centre, playing field, and with the help of 
the Rugby Club allowing us to park around the edge of the rugby pitches for 
which we are grateful. 

We must also thank John Chapman of the Cricket Club for ensuring there 
was no Cricket matches on the Playing Field that weekend. 

We received some lovely comments from our nearby residents regarding no 
issues with parking. 

Some of the visiting teams were very complementary regarding the village 
having such fine playing fields. 

They also commented on the facilities the Football Club have. 
Aside from the Football that weekend, and all the positive comments we 

received, there was a young boy in an electric wheelchair watching his brother 
playing in the tournament for a team from Daventry. He had grown out of this 
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wheelchair and we as a club arranged for a collection to raise money towards 
him obtaining a new one. 

As a family club we decided to do more so at the next home game Dan 
Powell ran a raffle for him, and we also donated the entrance fee, along with 
donations from myself and Kev Gardner our Chairman we were able to send 
£850 to his parents, and they were very grateful and sent the club a lovely letter 
of thanks. 

We have also seen a big improvement around the ground with new barriers 
around the main pitch plus a new perimeter fence around the ground, a new 
Terrace Stand for 100 spectators under cover plus two new green ball-stops 
behind each goal on the main pitch. 

The monies to achieve all these upgrades were received from monies from 
the club account and a grant from the Football Foundation. Many thanks must go 
to Nick Inwood for all the work he put into obtaining these grants. 

As a Club we rely on fundraising, our next fundraisers are 2 Comedy Nights 
on 10th September and 22nd October, please come along and see some very 
talented comedians and have a good night out (over 18s years only). Tickets are 
£12.50 available from myself mobile number 07794125750. 

Our clubhouse/bar is now being run by Tyler Reeve. If you need to book it 
for a party or any other event he will be only too happy to help you, please call 
him on mobile number 07957397363 or  

E mail bugbrookesmfc@outlook.com 
Or you can book direct on 
bugbrooke-st-Michaels-fc.square.site 
As President of the club I'd like to express my sincere thanks to all who give 

up their time and effort to help run this amazing club.  
Will Marriott, President, Bugbrooke St Michaels F.C.  

The Wednesday Club 
By the time this edition comes out we will be into our Autumn programme, having 
enjoyed a trip to Cherry Lane Garden Centre in July, where we had a very nice 
lunch with time to wander and make some purchases, and we had our summer 
break during August when everyone may or may not have enjoyed the heat!  

Our October 5th meeting will be in the form of our Autumn lunch in the 
Sunday School room, and we are hoping to have the chocolate making 
demonstration in November (this was previously cancelled due to illness) where 
there will be a chance to buy some lovely hand made chocolates ready for 
Christmas.  We will also be arranging our winter trip out (destination yet to be 
decided) and looking ahead, will hopefully be able to enjoy our Christmas lunch 
in December, and not have to wait until Easter as happened this year due to the 
Covid outbreak. 

We meet every two weeks in the Sunday School rooms from 2 to 4 p.m. and 
our autumn calendar starts on 7th September.  New members are always 
welcome and transport within the village can be arranged if needed for a small 
charge. If you would like further information please contact Linda on 01604 
831219 or Shirley on 01604 830671. 

mailto:bugbrookesmfc@outlook.com
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Bugbrooke Bells and the Platinum Jubilee 
Thursday 4 August 19:00. It seemed a long time since the celebrations of the 
Platinum Jubilee weekend. In addition to street parties and many other events, 
that weekend had been an unusually busy one for bellringers. It had been our 
intention here in Bugbrooke to ring before the specially organised Songs of 
Praise service but unfortunately Covid had other ideas. With so much other 
ringing already organised elsewhere throughout the extended weekend there 
was very little opportunity to obtain last-minute substitutes. Now, however, once 
again with the help of neighbouring ringers, we were able to attempt a quarter 
peal to mark the occasion of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee, with a successful 
completion around fifty minutes later. Our oldest bell in Bugbrooke tower, cast in 
1599, was rung by the conductor and carries the fitting inscription of 'GOD SAVE 
OVR QVENE AND HER PREASEARVE'. Further details are at: bellboard.uk/
view.php?id=1532956. 

The bells currently in the tower, shown in the photograph outside the tower 
door at the time of major restoration work in 1931, have a varied history. The 
oldest (3rd) was cast in 1599 by Frances Watts of Leicester and is one of 10 
bells remaining from that founder hung for ringing. The newest (4th) was recast 
from the metal of the previous bell in 1931 by Gillett & Johnston of Croydon. The 
heaviest bell (Tenor), weighing 718 kg, was cast in 1695 by Henry Bagley of 
Ecton, whilst the lightest two bells are from the 1860s. Such a mixture of dates 
and founders is not uncommon. Records exist which mention bells at Bugbrooke 
before these dates and in much earlier years bell work was often done more 
locally, even to the extent of casting bells in a pit dug for the purpose in a nearby 
field. 

Towers with bells hung for change-ringing usually contain 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10 or 
12 bells with just a few instances of 13, 14 and 16 bells. Change-ringing is a very 
English activity with over 6000 of the 7000+ towers being in England, with 

William Gardner with Bugbrooke Bells in 1931 
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Northamptonshire having a particularly large percentage of 5-bell towers. The 
bells are swung full-circle each time they are rung and each bell strikes once in 
the current change – and then in a different order in the next change. On 5 bells, 
the ‘extent’ (maximum number of changes possible rung with no repetition) is 
120 (5! to mathematicians) and so our quarter peal consisted of 10 extents and a 
shortened ‘touch’ of 60 changes. The order in which the changes are rung is 
dependent on the ‘method’ and three methods were used. 

Sadly, just five weeks later, Bugbrooke tower joined once again with many 
towers nationally and worldwide in tolling half-muffled on the announcement of 
the death of Her Majesty. In accordance with tradition we continued to ring half-
muffled until after the funeral.  

We invite anyone who is able-bodied and interested in helping us boost our 
Sunday morning numbers at 09:00 and reinstate our currently suspended 
Monday evening practice session to contact us at bugbrookebells@gmail.com or 
01604 831346. 
Jim White 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice  
Whilst we have had a lovely hot summer it has been business as usual at the 
surgery. We have been able to see many of our patients face to face thanks to 
our triage team dealing with patient enquiries quickly and efficiently. 

Our new doctors are settling into the practice and making a difference to our 
ability to see more patients. Our nursing team is also increasing with the 
welcome addition of Beckie Thornton, who will be working closely alongside our 
established team. 

We would like to congratulate Nurse Julie Millar who has successfully 
completed her training and has been promoted to Advanced Nurse Practitioner. 

We are also actively recruiting new reception staff and admin staff as we 
write this article. 
Flu Clinics 
Annual Flu clinics will run through October, dates to be confirmed.  Please make 
sure you use our services to have your vaccination when offered.  Did you know, 
the flu vaccine lasts for approximately six months? We typically offer the vaccine 
in October to maximise patient protection.  As we order enough vaccines to offer 
this service to all of our patients, please help us to reduce waste by booking and 
having your flu vaccination with us in the surgery. 
Refurbishment 
We had hoped to be underway with our planned refurbishment at the end of 
August, but due to circumstances beyond our control, we have had to postpone 
the start date.  Please keep an eye out on our website and our Facebook page 
for more updates. 
Supporting our Community 
We were honoured to hold our Inaugural Veterans Afternoon Tea on 10th 
August.  We were lucky enough to meet some of our Veterans and catch up with 
stories of their antics whilst serving, and those of our grandparents too.  We had 
a mixture of generations join us, including a Cadet from the Navy Marines.  
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Stories were shared, friendships made and 
rekindled.  We even had a family reunion. 

We look forward to welcoming our 
Veterans again later in the year. 

We will be holding a collection for Eve 
project, who support domestic violence 
victims with emergency accommodation and 
guidance.  There will be a list of items on our 
TV screen, on our Website and Facebook in 
the middle of September. 
Swimming the Channel 
Dr Toplis recently returned from his 
sabbatical, and yes the rumours were correct, 
he did swim the channel.  He set off from 
Samphire Hoe on 4th July 2022 at 0210 
hours and after 14 hours 26 min he landed at 
Wissant Beach in France.  A great 
achievement and I am sure we all 
congratulate him on this. The Veterans Meal 
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Practice Closure  
Please remember that we will be closed from 12:30pm on the following dates, to 
allow our staff to attend training sessions. 

12th October 
9th November  
14th December 

Maddeline Langthorne 

Vöhl Twinning  
As President of Bugbrooke St Michaels Football Club and the twinning officer for 
Bugbrooke Parish Council I can give you an update Post-Covid. 

I, along with Steve Reeve (Reggie), Jane Causebrook, Nikki Evans, and Tom 
Treacy, who all came with me on behalf of the Football Club, went to Vöhl Germany 
on the weekend of 12th-15th August, with the view to re-start the twinning of our two 
Football Clubs and Communities. 

We were greeted with an amazing amount of hospitality. Many old friends 
extended their greetings by inviting us all to Dinners, BBQs, and Lunches. 

I was able to have a meeting along with my colleagues with the President of 
TSV Vöhl, Gunther Eisemann and one of his colleagues Stefen Mobas.  

Steve (Reggie), Jane and Nikki, started to arrange matches and 
accommodation for next year’s tour. 

I, along with Jane and Nikki had a meeting with Karsten Karlhofer Vöhl's 
Burgermeister (Mayor) and he was very pleased that the twinning of both villages 

Kevin bringing the harvest in. Picture by Kaye Adams 
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was starting up again after Covid, and the Football Club were bringing boys and girls 
over to Vöhl to play football and to keep the twinning of the two villages alive.  

The Burgermeister has stated that he hopes to visit Bugbrooke in 2023 or 2024 
himself. 
Will Marriott President Bugbrooke St Michaels Football Club  
Parish Councillor (Vöhl Twinning Officer)  

Family Anouncement 
Mrs. Kate Weatherley died on 20th July, 2022, three days after her 100th birthday. 

She lived in the village from 1953 until 2019 when it was decided a Home would 
be the right place for her. My mother lived at Bugbrooke Hall for her first six years in 
the village and then bought land from one Henry Harrison at the end of Pilgrims Lane 
and Field House was built. She loved her house of sixty years and Bugbrooke was 
always her home. 

Coincidentally she married two Teds, my father, Ted Edis, and in the eighties 
Ted Weatherley. 

I and my brothers, Clive and Craig will always have Bugbrooke in our hearts. 

Barbara Bell 
In the previous issue of Bugbrooke LINK, we asked for tributes to Barbara Bell, who 
served on the LINK Committee from the mid 1980s through to this year. These are 
printed below: 
 

Barbara Evelyn Bell was born in Bubgrooke on the 17th January 1947 and 
remained here till her death on the 5th July 2022. Barbara never married but filled 
her life with being involved in many Bugbrooke Organizations. 

* Youth Club Secretary 
* Bugbrooke Hockey Club Secretary 
* Northamptonshire Mixed Hockey Association Secretary 
* Sunday School and Church Choir 3-16 years old 
* Elected Member of the Parochial Church Council 
* Member of The Women’s British Legion for 15 years 
* Secretary of The Men’s British Legion 
* Regular Flower Arranger in the Church 
* Tenant Representative SNC for 20 years 
* Representative on the setting up of The Playing Field Association 
* Poppy Organiser for over 20 years 
* Invigilator for Exams at Quinton House 
* LINK Secretary for 33 years 
Barbara retired from John Innes Gilkes (Kislingbury) only a few years ago after 

working there for many years. She loved walking her dog Ben around the village and 
chatting to the villagers on the way. My Sister had a strong character and you always 
knew where you stood with her. 

But she had a kind heart and would do anything for her friends and family. Her 
Celebration of Her Life held at the Community Centre on the 5th August showed how 
much she was thought of when over 80 people attended. 

She will be greatly missed by her friends and family, especially myself. 
My big sister! Rest in peace Barb 

Jan Curtis 
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A few words about Barbara that I would like to share with you all. 

I first knew Barbara 11-12 years ago. I had been looking for a dog loving person 
to take care of my much loved little poodle when I had to be away from home too 
long, or on holiday. 

I’d followed up various advertisements where people boarded dogs but none 
had proved as loving as I needed for him. 

One day I asked Margot, our hairdresser in the village about it and asked if she 
knew anyone who would take care of him for a few hours. She suggested Barbara as 
Barbara had just lost her little terrier a few weeks previously. I honestly didn’t think 
Barbara would be interested as terriers are such feisty little dogs and my Koko only 
needed cuddling and loving! But I thought I’d give Barbara a ring. We arranged to 
visit every Thursday afternoon, I’d take Koko to her and he would get to love her and 
she would start to know him. 

Well, this was the start of a wonderful friendship, not just for me, but a perfect 
loving relationship for Koko and later when we decided to buy another little friend for 
him, Barbara went with us to choose the next one. On the way home he snuggled up 
to Barbara’s ample bosom and slept! That was Zak, and he just grew up loving her. 
They both adored her so much and she them. 

We are missing her terribly, she’s not there for them or me. 
Barbara had such a soft heart underneath that sometime sharp wit, and that 

was proved by her constant affection, and generosity to us all. 
Thank you for being there for us. 

Her loving friends, Koko, Zak and Kaye. 
 
Alan and I met Barbara in 1973 when she knocked at our door and invited us to join 
Bugbrooke Mixed Hockey Club; she was Goalkeeper and Secretary. When he 
became Captain, meetings would often take place in our home. 
I have been on the LINK Committee since 1984, Barbara was Assistant Secretary in 
1986 and Secretary from 1988 onwards. At the beginning LINK was printed by the 
Rev Tim Partridge, she was one of a team who collated and stapled the magazine at 
the Sunday School Rooms. Later on she helped with the distribution and delivering to 
households in the village. Barbara also took on managing some advertisers to help 
me out. 
We enjoyed socialising, quizzing and going to the cinema with friends. We will miss 
her. 
Sheila and Alan Willmore 

Homes for Hounds Christmas Fair 
Bugbrooke Community Centre, 
Saturday November 26th, 12 to 4pm 
Please join us for a free mince pie and hot drink.  
Admission 50p 
Further Information 07810 458365 

Village Defibrillators  
As the President of Bugbrooke St Michaels Football Club and a Councillor of 
Bugbrooke Parish Council, I would like to inform you of the use of the defibrillator at 
the Doctors Surgery. As part of my duties of the Parish Council I check that the 
Surgery Defibrillator is in good working order. 
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In July it was used (gladly successfully) and I was contacted by the Surgery 
Manager. 

If they are used they have to have new pads inserted. I asked the Parish 
Council Clerk to order me some replacement pads. I was advised there is a wait of 
20 weeks for these. 

As President of the Football Club I contacted our Chairman Kevin Gardner who 
kindly agreed to lend the Parish Council a Defibrillator from the club as they have two 
on site so this could replace the Surgery one until the pads arrive. As a Parish 
Councillor I am extremely grateful. 

I would like to inform everyone of the importance of these machines and how to 
work them. If anyone is interested in attending a training session at the Football Club 
maybe in October/November (date to be confirmed) Free of charge please contact 
me or the Parish Clerk. 

For everyone’s information there are (to my knowledge), 3 Defibrillators in 
Bugbrooke  

1 Outside the Doctors Surgery  
2 On side of Football Club building facing the Community Centre  
3 On side of the Cricket Club Building  

Will Marriott  
President of Bugbrooke St Michaels Football Club  
Parish Councillor  

Bugbrooke OAP’s Gift Scheme 
The committee are pleased to confirm that we will be able to issue the gift vouchers 
again this year, with the face value being the same as last years. 

As usual, the application form is in this edition of LINK, and relevant information 
is on the form as to where to post the completed applications. 

We will NOT accept any applications after the closing date this year, so please 
ensure that you complete your application by the date specified. 

The businesses within the village who will accept the vouchers as payment are 
as stated on the vouchers.  

Naturally, we have, like other good causes, been restricted in how we could 
raise any funds during the past two years. However, due to good housekeeping and 
the return of our wine tasting evening in the spring this year we are still in a position 
to help those most in need during the festive period. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

Tree of Light 
Sunday 4th December at 4 p.m. in Bugbrooke church. 
Christmas is approaching fast and this is always a time when we remember family 
and friends who are no longer with us. This service gives us an opportunity to spend 
some quiet time remembering them. Our Christmas Tree is covered in lights 
representing the lives of those dear to us and these lights are turned on at the start of 
this service and continue to shine whenever the church is open throughout the 
Christmas period. Many people also find comfort in writing messages on gold stars to 
hang on the tree after the service. The names of those to be remembered are read 
out during the service and will appear in a Book of Remembrance beside the tree 
which can be viewed throughout the Christmas period.  

All we ask is that you give a donation for each person you remember and 
please include ages of children and young adults as these are remembered 
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separately. This year donations will be divided equally between Marie Curie nurses, 
Great Ormond Street Hospital and Bugbrooke St. Michael and All Angels Church. 

Please give names to be remembered, a contact telephone number in case of 
any queries, and donations (cheques made payable to Bugbrooke PCC) to the 
Church Office, Church Lane, Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3PB between 1st 
November and 25th November to allow sufficient time for the list to be compiled and 
the Book of Remembrance to be printed.  

For further details contact the church office 01604-830373, or e-mail 
thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com  

Bugbrooke WI 
Those of us who went on our summer outing to Frost’s Garden Centre spent a 
pleasant afternoon having some retail therapy before enjoying a delicious cream tea. 

Then, in September, Bob Kendall gave an illustrated talk on the designs from 
William Morris to Charles Rennie Mackintosh. He was very knowledgeable and we 
learnt a lot about Art Nouveau and Art Deco. 

We are looking forward to our AGM in October as our Committee always serve 
us a tasty hot meal before we get down to business. 

Our November meeting is entitled “The Loving Chef” and Natasha Caron will be 
cooking one of her vegan delights. This sounds very interesting. 
We have been lucky enough to be able to welcome several new members this year 
but always have room for more. Why not come along to one of our meetings as a 
guest, you would be very welcome. There is a small charge for guests. 
For further information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 
Brenda Astell 

Bugbrooke WI Summer Quiz Answers 
Thank you to everyone who bought a copy of the WI Summer Quiz.  The Winner was 
Dave Marshall and he has won a voucher for the Community Café. 

1.Cuba 2. A Fork 3. Saturn 4.Beetroot 

5. The She Wolf of 
France 

6.Dexys Midnight 
Runners 

7.Baboon/
Monkey 

8. 1980’s 

9. Olivia Rodrigo 10. 3 11. Los Angeles 12. Morocco 

13. New Zealand 14. West Yorkshire 15. Paris St Ger-
main 

16. Nicholas 
II 

17. Ukraine 18. Knockturn Alley 19 Phil Tuffnell 20. Brave 

21. New Forest 22. Teddy Shering-
ham 

23. Ice Cream 24. George 
III 

25. Crewe Alexandra 26. Cricket 27. Denmark 28. Loga-
rithms 

29. New York 30. John Simm 31. Angels on 
Horseback 

32. Beards 

33. 33 34.Graham Greene 35. Ceviche 36. 4 

37. Actinium 38. False 39. The Color 
Purple 

40. Joan of 
Arc 

about:blank
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WI  Quiz Answers continued 

Picture Round 
i360 Brighton 
Manchester Town Hall 
York Minster 
Preston Bus Station 
Windsor Castle 
Tyne Bridge 
Conway Castle 
Lloyds of London 
Tower Bridge 
Spinnaker Tower 

  

Dingbats 
Bridge Over Troubled Water 
Seaside 
Jack in the Box 
Fed Up 
Yesterday 
A Drop in the Ocean 
Bigwig 
High 5 
Don’t look back in Anger 
About Turn 
Leg Break 
Absent Without Leave 
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Services and Events at  
St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, 

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

Sunday Service  9:30am 

 

 

 

 

Regular events 

Monday   Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’      10am to 12 noon 

   Bellringing Practice (temporarily on hold)  8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday   Church open for private prayer       10am to 11am 

Thursday   Family Morning in the Church Rooms       9am to 11am  

   - a time for parents and tots -Term time only                                              

 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a 

brief message and your telephone number, and a member of the 

team will get back to you. 

 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  
 

bugbrookechurch.co.uk 



49 

 



50 

 
Diary   

October   

3 19:30 WI FC 

5 14:00 Wednesday Club - Autumn Lunch SS 

10 19:30 Parish Council CC 

11 10:30 Culture Club SS 

11 20:00 Meno Café (See article) SS 

12 12:30 Bugbrooke Surgery Closed for Training BS 

17 14:00 U3A  CC 

19 14.00 Wednesday Club SS 

24 19:30 Flower Society - Linda Stamp demonstration NHVH 

31  Closing Date for OAP Christmas Gift Scheme applications  

November   

2 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

7 19:30 WI — ‘The Loving Chef’ FC 

8 10:30 Culture Club SS 

14 19:30 Parish Council CC 

16 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

19 13:00 Friends of St Michael’s Craft fayre Ch 

21 14:00 U3A CC 

21 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

28 19:30 Flower Society - Alison Suffolk - ‘Christmas all Around’ NHVH 

December    

3 TBA Friends of St Michael’s - Wine Tasting CC 

4 16:00 Tree of Light Ch 

5 19.30 Poetry Evening FC 

9/10 19:30 The Heyford Singers Christmas Concert NHVH 

Bugbrooke Church  Mondays 10:00-12:00 - Open for refreshments 

Bugbrooke Family Morning, Term Time Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

BS - Bugbrooke Surgery CC - Community Centre Ch - Church  

FC - Football Club NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall SS - Sunday School 
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