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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 239), April 2023 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
Thank you for your responses to the announcement 
concerning the future of LINK, which have almost all been 
positive, supportive and encouraging. We will complete a 
review of the forms and on-line messages in April in advance of our AGM in May, 
where we intend to summarise the feedback and propose a way forward for the 
magazine. 

We have had offers of help with distribution and an offer to assist with the 
provision of input, as well as offers of financial assistance and suggestions to reduce 
costs. There have been a few comments about the use of resources and 
environmental impacts associated with printing but also concerns from those in the 
village who would not have access if the magazine was on-line only. 

Acknowledging that one of the main concerns of the committee is the 
decreasing volume of contributions, I’m delighted that some people have responded 
by submitting articles and we hope that the contributions will grow over time and 
become more diverse, progressive and representative of the population as a whole. 
In my view, this is key to the future of LINK. 

In this issue you will see why a village magazine is such a valuable resource, 
with a great range of news, interest and local history along with a centre page spread 
for information associated with the celebrations for King Charles III Coronation. In 
terms of succession and the future of LINK others need to come on to the committee 
and take over in due course. 
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If you are interested in assisting with production or joining the committee please 
let us know by the end of April. The LINK Annual General Meeting is to be held on 
Thursday 11 May 2023, with a prompt start time of 7.30 pm, in the meeting room at 
the rear corner of the Community Centre, Camp Close. Your attendance and support 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Parish Council 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at Bugbrooke Community Centre on the 24th 
April 2023 between 6.30pm – 7.30pm. This is a community event for clubs and 
societies in the village. It is a great opportunity for clubs to attract new members and 
show off what they do. It also a great opportunity for residents to find out what clubs 
they could get involved in. The Coronation Celebration Working Group will be 
attending and the Scouts are coming to tell us what they love about their club, you 
can meet the Environmental Working Group and chat informally to parish councillors, 
there will also be the opportunity to submit your views about the village and offer 
ideas for improvements. There will be refreshments and cake so please come along 
to this community event; we would love to see you there. 

The warm rooms initiative started by the Council and continued by Jane Wood 
and her team will continue till March. Finance has been provided by a grant from 
WNC to allow this worthwhile initiative to continue and further details are available 
elsewhere in this issue on Facebook or on Village Noticeboards.  

Planning permission for 52 new dwellings with associated open spaces, roads 
and drainage infrastructure - Land South of The Wharf, Bugbrooke, was refused by 
WNC last July in line with the opinion of the Parish Council. The applicant has 
decided to appeal this decision and there will be a one-day hearing at the Forum, 
Towcester on Wednesday 29th March which will consider the case. Representations 
already submitted will automatically be forwarded as will Parish Council’s views. I will 
attend in Person and give a verbal statement of the Parish Council’s view to the 
hearing. 

A Committee has been formed from the villagers to deliver a Celebration event 
for the coronation of King Charles III. The plans are advancing well and many thanks 
to those helping with this project to ensure it will be a memorable event. Details of 
this event are contained elsewhere in this edition of LINK. 

The Parish Council undertook a two hour training session in January delivered 
by NCALC on the subject of Equality and Diversity as part of the Whole Council 
Development program. The course is designed to ensure we, as a Council, act in an 
appropriate manner at all times. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

The Annual Parish Meeting - 24th April 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Bugbrooke Community Centre  
Every year the parish hold an annual meeting, although it is organised by the Parish 
Council. It is not a council meeting. The purpose of the Annual Parish Meeting is 
really for clubs and societies in the village to showcase/report on what they have 
been doing over the past year or what they have coming up in the near future and it 
could be the opportunity for clubs to attract new members too. 

 This year the Parish Council would like to make this meeting more of a 
community event. We would like to ask if any clubs or societies would like a table to 
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display information about what they do or events they have coming up. The parish 
council will promote the evening and provide refreshments and cake (surely people 
will come if there is cake?)! 

 The room will not be set out for a meeting as this is an informal social gathering 
for the community and the clubs. If any of the clubs would like to showcase anything 
or have any ideas for the evening these would be gratefully received. 

 If you normally produce a written report, Allotment Association, Food Bank, 
Café, BSACCA please do so as usual. If any other groups would like to provide a 
summary of their year, these would be welcomed too. These reports provided written 
history for future generations but will not be read out at the meeting as we would like 
to encourage a more interactive format this year. 

Please let me know if you intend to come along on 24th April, 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
at Bugbrooke Community Centre and also if you can help spread the word to your 
group members too it might help to get more of the community together. 

 Thank you in advance, 
Nicol 

Save the Date: Church Fete 
The fete this year will take place on Sat 8th July. We will be looking for folks to help, 
set up,  take down, and run stalls. Donations of raffle prizes and tombola gifts will be 
gratefully received. 

Please contact me if you are able to help. 
Jane Causebrook (830376) 

Village Profile    
Pat Kent has done great work over the last several years, in producing a Village 
Profile for each issue of the LINK.  She is now retiring from this role although 
continuing with her involvement with the LINK committee.  We know that many 
people have enjoyed these contributions from her, and will join us in thanking her.  
All is not lost however, and Linda Hartgrove has volunteered to continue producing 
these articles, and we look forward to reading her  contributions.  Linda was 
interviewed by Pat in April 2020 in the dark days of Covid, and as an introduction to 
her, we have resurrected  that article below. 
Linda Hartgroves  (nee Sharp)  
Admin assistant at Bugbrooke Community Primary School, 
Committee member  for OAP Christmas Gift Scheme. 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Levitts Road. Mum said there was  deep snow on 
the ground in April and the midwife struggled to get through. 
I lived in Edinburgh for six years when I was training in catering. 
I loved it there. 
I had been working at the Cromwell Cottage in Kislingbury as a 
childminder for the manager’s children. They were moving to 
Edinburgh and asked me to go with them. So I did and worked 
as breakfast chef in their hotel. I still keep in contact. I came 
back here to live, got married and started a family. This was 
where I wanted my family to be. This was where I wanted my 
children to grow up. 
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So where did you meet your husband? 
I actually met him in Italy. I was there on holiday with a friend and we met. My friend 
was a truck driver and I had a week’s holiday but hadn’t decided what to do with it. 
He invited me to go to Italy with him and there I met John who was also a truck driver 
and came from Duston and  the rest is history, We were married in Daventry. 
Where did you go to school? 
Bugbrooke Primary and Campion. The schools have changed so much now. 
What jobs have you had  in Bugbrooke? 
 I have worked at several places. Harry Lovell, the butcher had a mobile shop where I 
worked, Brian King had the butchers shop after Mr Lovell. His daughter was my 
friend and I then helped in the shop. Also I helped with the cattle. I worked at 
Margot’s hairdressers when she had her premises behind Harben, I did the 
shampooing. And also at the top shop (Johns Road). It was run by Mary Cave. I 
worked there on Wednesday evenings while my daughters were little. I worked in the 
Bakers Arms for 16 years. I have had jobs at both the pubs and have now worked at 
Bugbrooke Community Primary School for 13 years. I love it here, Mr Cotter gave me 
my first chance at office work and I have had the opportunity to learn many new skills 
here. 
Did your parents come from Bugbrooke? 
My Dad did. Nan and Pap lived in Johns Road. My granddad worked for Heygates. 
There were 4 of us children. I have 2 sisters and a brother. I was always very close to 
my Dad and loved working with him. My Dad had a field close to where Pound Lane 
is now. He grew potatoes and Corn on the Cob there and my brother and I used to 
deliver them round the village using a mini pick–up. My sister Wendy had the flower 
shop in Bugbrooke for a while, it was called Flowerstalk.  My other sister lives in 
Northampton. My brother is now in Bugbrooke. He is a retired policeman. 
My Dad was a ladder maker. One of Stan Clark’s paintings has my Dad on it. 
My Mum is still living in Bugbrooke. She was born in Coventry. 
I think you had a happy childhood. Did you? 
Yes I did. I was often harvesting with my Dad. I used to sit on the combine. Dad 
didn’t have his own farm but farmed different fields round the village. I liked riding. 
We had some friends who lived on a farm at Cold Higham. They would meet me at 
Cornhill and I remember us riding the horses through the ballroom at Cornhill Hotel. 
After I left school I did some Youth training at Moulton College and worked on a dairy 
farm at Upton. Sadly my Dad died when I was 16 so I  didn’t continue on the farm 
without him. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
The lovely countryside. I love walking and it is always beautiful round here. 
Is there anything you don’t like about Bugbrooke? 
Expansion. So many houses being built. 
Do you have an ambition? 
Not really an ambition as I am very happy as I am. But I have always wanted to have 
a tea shop. Since working at the school I have thought how lovely it would be to have 
a charity shop for the school. We already sell second hand uniform. Wouldn’t it be 
great to have a shop? I do love junk. 
What are you most proud of? 
I am very proud of my girls. Anya is now 25 and Ellie is 22. 
I am also very pleased with the money I helped to raise for the Hope Centre when 
Louise, Jen, Jane and I did a Big Sleep Out. We raised £1200.  It made me realise 
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what it must be like to sleep out every night. We were able to go home to warmth and 
hot food and drink. 
When was your happiest moment? 
When each of my girls were born. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
Varied taste in music. I like Irish music and David Bowie. My sister and I had lots of 
Bowie posters round our room. 
My sporting activity is walking. We have a motor home and take it all over the country 
and do lots of walking. 
Do you have a favourite meal? 
Steak and peppercorn sauce. 
John and I like eating at home rather than at restaurants. I love cooking. 
If you could start again would you choose to do something different? 
I really love the job I have. The staff are amazing. Not only are they work colleagues 
but friends. Our present head is wonderful. She has lovely ideas and is willing to 
listen to other people’s ideas. I am often asked to use my catering skills so that 
experience is still useful. I love to come to work and hope to stay here until I retire. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
The UK definitely. We went abroad when the children were young but now we can 
take our motorhome anywhere in this country. It is all lovely. Why would we want to 
go anywhere else? 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Take every opportunity in life. 
What in life is most important to you? 
Family, friends and good health. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Bugbrooke Beavers and Cubs 
Although we have not posted on here for a while beavers and cubs have been very 
busy enjoying activities, learning and achieving badges. In November they had a 
sleepover where they were taught how to iron their neckers and clean their shoes 
ready for church parade the following day for Remembrance day. They also took part 
in a blindfolded sensory walk through the trees on the playing fields and made 
advent calendars back at the hut. 

Both groups enjoyed Christmas parties at the hut 
and the cubs chose to make sledges from cardboard 
boxes and race them. They had great fun doing this 
and were joined by Patrick and Irene, our district 
commissioner, who attended the meeting to present 
Tony his long service award. One of the cubs was also 
presented with his silver scout award, the highest 
award that can be achieved whilst in cubs. We also 
said a sad goodbye to Tony who had decided to retire 
from scouting after many years. Beavers had an 
evening of fun and games. 

This term beavers and cubs have been working 
towards their global issues badge and world challenge 
badges.  Cubs have also been working towards their 
Environmental awareness badge and local knowledge. 
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Both groups had a visit from the Northampton litter wombles group and were amazed 
at how long it takes things to biodegrade especially banana skins that take 2-3 years. 
They have both looked at ways that we can save energy and cubs looked at 
renewable energy and what we use in the UK assisted by our young leader Harry. 
They took part in Bugbrooke Environmental group litter pick and were surprised in 
what people threw away. They collected a tyre inner, cans, plastic bottles and a pair 
of knickers. Both groups had a night where they could bring along a friend and 

beavers made water filters and cubs made a start 
on their local knowledge badge with their friends 
and played some games. Both groups also 
celebrated Chinese new year and cubs enjoyed a 
Chinese meal that was prepared by one of the 
parents who is a chef. They all declared it to be 
delicious and so did I and Emma, our assistant cub 
leader. Both groups got to try to use chopsticks, 
beavers had noodles, and to write their wishes for 
the following year. 
Over the next few weeks the badge work will be 
completed and the badges awarded along with 2 
silver scout awards and a bronze scout award which 
was awarded to a beaver, which is the highest 
award that can be achieved in beavers. Both groups 
will be inviting their mums or a significant female in 
their lives to a meeting for fun and games and 
beavers have a visit planned to a local farm to see 

the lambs and if they are lucky see one being born. 
Plans are already being formulated for next term’s activities and this includes a 

camp for cubs in June and a trip to the Royal Airforce international air tattoo in July.  
Beavers  age 5 years 9 months — 8  years   Thursday 6-7pm 
Cubs        age 7 years 9 months —10.5 years Monday 6-7.30pm 
Scouts     age 10.5 years – 14 years             Tuesday 7-8.30pm 
All groups meet in Bugbrooke scout hut which is behind the community centre 

and currently have vacancies. If your daughter or son are interested in joining any of 
the groups please ring myself, Sue, on  07512765034 or email Bugbrooke scout 
group on  bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com. 

We are also looking for adult volunteers so if you feel that this could be you then 
contact us on the above email or mobile. Volunteering for scouts can be on our 
executive committee or helping with the running of the groups. If you are interested 
just contact us to discuss. 
Sue Beckingham, Group Scout Leader  

Bugbrooke Sports and Community Association 
In common with many households and businesses, energy costs continue to be a 
major concern for the community centre. It is not considered practical to pass on all 
the hugely increased charges to hirers. The loss can be sustained for the time being, 
thanks to the significant Business Support funding obtained by our Centre Manager, 
Julianne Field. However, the overall financial situation requires continued careful 
monitoring. 

Efforts continue to increase and improve the provision for car parking. The area 

mailto:bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com
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around the Scouts hut and Rugby Club was resurfaced and marked last year. More 
recently, a contractor was engaged to move  surplus soil from the car park at the 
Football Club, and this has created at least an additional 30 spaces. 

As there is limited storage capacity in the community centre, it was agreed that 
GLK Gymnastics could locate a container on the concrete square adjacent to the 
bowling green hedge to store their equipment. 

We are grateful to the parish council for the contribution towards the 
maintenance of the playing fields. Contributions towards playing fields’ maintenance 
are also made, as required, by the sports clubs through an agreed formula for pitch 
fees and we continue to review these arrangements to ensure that the payments are 
equitable and timely. 
David Harries 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 19th April at 7.00 pm in the Sunday School. If 
you are interested in the preservation of Bugbrooke’s lovely and historic Church, 
please come along. You will be most welcome. 

Our next fundraising event will be a quiz on Friday 7th July in the Community 
Centre. At the moment it remains to be decided whether this will take the form of our 
usual fish and chip supper/quiz or be accompanied by some other form of 
refreshment. Either way it promises to be a good evening; and I should have more 
details by the next issue of LINK. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Out of season, the fantastic efforts of volunteers continue with improvements to the 
bowls ground and facilities and this will be much appreciated when we start playing 
outdoors again. A regular and enjoyable social and fundraising framework has been 
established and has proved really successful. A further quiz was held at the Football 
Club on March 3rd and we’re exploring other events such as a race night. The AGM 
was held on March 14th and the committee members and officers were elected for 
the year. 

For members we offer friendly matches, generally played at weekends, with 
other clubs; a Monday evening men’s league competition and knock-out rounds; 
Tuesday evening social sessions from 6:15 pm May to September; Thursday 
evening competition game within the club; practice on the green when other matches 
are not taking place, County Competitions, Pairs and Triples Competitions; Manfield 
Cup Knock-out with groups from teams across Northamptonshire. Non-members can 
attend on the Tuesday evening social sessions. 

The first open day is on Saturday April 29th 2023 between 2 pm and 5 pm, 
which will be a great opportunity to come along and have a go at bowls. The second 
open day is on Saturday June 10th 2023 between 2 pm and 5 pm, and we propose to 
have a barbeque as part of this social event. You can join the club as a member on 
these dates or at any time before or during the season. All you need to do is contact 
me or any committee member and we will get an application form out to you. The 
annual membership fees have remained as last year and at £65 for full membership 
is a great investment. For applicants new to bowls, the trial membership fee is £40 
and £10 for junior membership (under 18 years old). 

I thought a brief history of the club would be of interest. During the summer of 
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1989 regulars at the Five Bells pub were surprised to be asked by the landlord, Polly 
Perkins, if anyone fancied a game of bowls. It was explained that a team competing 
in the Delapre Bowls League were short of players so eventually a few agreed to 
give it a try. More people then got involved and one, Graham Brittain, decided to put 
an article in the village magazine inviting anyone interested in bowling to attend a 
meeting at the Bakers Arms. At the meeting on 13th November 1989, which 30 
people attended, Bugbrooke Bowls Club was formed. 

At the time Bugbrooke Playing Field Association (BPFA) was formulating a 
proposal to build a community centre and agreed to include the construction of a 
bowling green in the plan. In the mean-time club membership grew and friendly 
matches were played against local bowls clubs using Far Cotton public green as a 
home venue and the nearby working mens’ club for after match refreshments. A 
team was entered into the Delapre League and some members took part in a short 
mat league during the winter months. As experience was gained the standard of 
bowls improved and the club won the League five times. The reputation of the club 
within the county was growing but the players were nomads without their own green. 

The BPFA plan had stumbled due to funding and access issues but the 
problems were solved in 1994 with the advent of the National Lottery. A large grant 
was obtained from the Lottery Sports Council and South Northants Council also 
provided a grant and a new road access. The BPFA sold plots of land and the bowls 
club contributed funds raised by a weekly meat raffle at the Bakers Arms. The project 
finally got underway and the bowls green was laid by October 1995. Unfortunately, 
the next year the green was not fit for purpose and there followed protracted 
negotiations with the contractor until agreement was reached. 

The bowling green finally opened for play in Summer 1998 with the first match 
on June 28th, which was the Harry Clark Memorial Trophy Match against Kislingbury 
(a great win for Bugbrooke by 152 shots to 96!). The front page and centre two pages 
of the August 1998 LINK had photos taken at the first match and an article 
“Bugbrooke Bowls Club – starts a new era” written by Trevor Parker, who was the 
Club Secretary between 1997 and 2004. The male and female players were wearing 
all white clothes with some men wearing ties and flat caps (jackets would have been 
worn on arrival but removed before play). 

Nearly 25 years on and we’re in the post-Covid era that saw membership fall to 
an all-time low. Thankfully, we had a great season last year and lots of new members 
joined us to help turn things round. Much has changed in society and sports in a 
quarter of a century, and bowls organisers have needed to adapt. Dress codes are 
still in place but there has been a trend to more casual, comfortable clothing. Bowls 
which were generally black and size 4 or 5 for men are over time being replaced with 
size 2 or 3 and are much more colourful. 

In this article I have set out the past and present of Bugbrooke Bowls Club; and 
now I invite you to be part of the future by joining us this year and enjoying the sport, 
the company and the social life – we’re really looking forward to welcoming you. 
Paul Cockcroft  01604 831688 

Bugbrooke WI 
I am writing this article at the beginning of March so we still have several things to 
look forward to before publication of the April LINK. There will be our March meeting 
where we will learn all about cocktails and maybe taste some, our fashion show 
which should be a fun evening and our spring lunch at “The Old Dairy Farm”. 
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As usual at our April meeting we will be joined by members of Harpole W.I. and this 
year’s Resolution will be voted on. Afterwards we will have a speaker from “The 
Good Loaf”. 
As the Coronation will take place before our May meeting we will meet at the 
Millennium Green on the afternoon of the 8th May for strawberries and fizz in order to 
toast our new King. 
Our actual May meeting will take place on the 15th May. This will be “Shireen Belly 
Dancing” which may give us an opportunity to participate (the mind boggles). 
For more information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 
Brenda Astel 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Preparations for this season continue apace at the Doc White. We have lots of 
events scheduled so get your calendars and diaries ready as there will be lots of 
dates and information throughout the rest of this issues article. 

We have been practicing indoors since late January and have had some 
fantastic turn outs at nets with plenty of new faces on show. 

  We’re hoping to be able to start outdoor nets in early April once it gets a bit 
lighter and warmer outside. Then we’ll play a few pre-season games before the 
season itself starts on May 6th. 

Our first club social of the year will be Friday April 28th, as usual this is open to 
all that would like to become Social Members of the club. 

 On Sunday May 7th we will be playing host to the annual Spruels/Francis 
Memorial match, this will be the games 3rd year with the head-to-head currently 
locked at 1-1. We’ve had great turn outs the last two seasons to remember two 
fantastic ladies who gave lots of support to cricket in Bugbrooke. 

 All Stars Cricket and Junior Training is scheduled to start up on May 19th. At 
the time of writing, we are entering discussions with the County about running 
Dynamos cricket as well, Dynamos is a program for children aged 8-11 years and 
serves as the next step up from All Stars. Offering Dynamos will place a much 
greater workload on our junior coaching team as we will now be running 3 youth 
programs as opposed to our current 2. We welcome any help that people can offer to 
help us deliver the best experience possible. If you would like to get involved in youth 
coaching or helping in any other way down the club on Friday nights please get in 
touch with our youth lead Graham Derby (07763928528). 

  Moving away from Bugbrooke itself briefly, one of our players Tom Clarke, is 
the captain of Northamptonshire Disability Cricket. Tom is a near ever present in our 
Saturday sides as well as playing Disability County Cricket on Sundays. On Sunday 
May 28th Northamptonshire are taking on Essex at the county ground itself, the 
match starts at 1pm, entry is free of charge and you can take in your own picnics. A 
number of us from Bugbrooke are planning to go down and show our support and it 
would be fantastic to see other cricket fans from Bugbrooke there as well. 

 As mentioned in the last issue of the LINK, across the weekend of July 14th-
16th we are putting on a Festival of Cricket. 

 On Sunday July 16th Northamptonshire County Cricket Club are coming down 
to the Doc White ground and will be running a Women’s Softball Festival. The 
Festival is open to Women and Girls aged 16 and over, it runs from 1pm to 5pm, is 
free to take part in and all equipment and kit is provided. You can get together with 
some friends and enter as a team of 8, or you can sign up individually and we’ll put 
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together teams full of friendly faces on the day. 
 The sign up link is: booking.ecb.co.uk/d/glq65f 
 Consulting the cricket club archives by our best reckoning the last time we 

hosted women’s bat and ball sport was during the Second World War. So it’s long 
overdue that we get things going again. As a progressive and inclusive club we’re 
really hoping to make this day a success with the aim to start women’s cricket in 
Bugbrooke as soon as possible. 

 If you have any questions or would like more information on this event then 
please do get in touch using the contact details at the bottom of our article. 

We’ve had a number of interested parties come forward and offer sponsorship 
packages, but there is still plenty of room for local businesses to come on board and 
support a local community sports club. We offer advertising hoardings at £200 a 
season, if you’re interested, please do get in touch. 

Club Secretary – James Culverhouse, 07999 420376, jculv29@gmail.com     
Peter White (President), 50 High St, Bugbrooke, 01604 830452 

p.g.white@btinternet.com    Club email: bugbrookecc@gmail.com 
www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com 
Find us on social media - facebook/twitter/instagram @bugbrookecc 

James Culverhouse 

Friends of Bugbrooke School  
FOBS are a group of volunteers who organise fundraising events to provide 
additional resources and experiences for the whole of Bugbrooke Community 
Primary School. Last year we raised over £6500 and funded nearly £6000 of 
resources and experiences for the school. These include a new outdoor library, an 
outdoor learning area for early years children and WOW days, such as an explorer 
dome, which enhance children's engagement with learning.  

We are very grateful for the support that we receive from residents of 
Bugbrooke, be that through donating to our Bags2School clothes collections, buying 
tickets for our events, or providing us with raffle prizes. 

We are very lucky to be sponsored this year by E G Swingler and Sons and, 
returning sponsors, GLK Academies, but we always welcome more sponsors. As an 
organisation we have operating costs, such as website platform fees and online 
transaction fees, which reduce the amount of money we can provide to the school. 
Sponsorship enable us to cover these costs and maximise our profits. We are 
currently looking for businesses to sponsor us for the year or to sponsor one of our 
upcoming events.  

Another way you can support us is by donating lots for our summer auction. 
Perhaps you could donate a food or drink item, restaurant voucher, experience or 
piece of memorabilia. If you think you can help with this please don't hesitate to get in 
touch.  

If you would like to support Friends of Bugbrooke School in any of these ways 
please get in touch: friendsofbugbrookeschool@yahoo.co.uk Facebook: FOBS18, 
Twitter: FoBbugbrooke 

Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
The Community Living Room was originally conceived as a ‘warm room’ in response 
to escalating winter heating costs.  Since it started back in November, the Living 
Room has developed into a social and community hub, with regular parish council 

about:blank
mailto:friendsofbugbrookeschool@yahoo.co.uk
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 Photo of Ellis Tree Services 
pruning the village cherry. 
The sun reflects off the 
metal ladder and looks like a 
bolt of lightning from a grey 
sky 
Malcolm Shipman  

surgeries and occasional visits from other organisations. 
The Parish Council has therefore decided to continue with the Living Room 

through into the spring and summer, though with some changes to the timetable. The 
Saturday afternoon sessions at the Sunday School Rooms ended in January, as the 
numbers attending unfortunately didn’t justify opening up the room.  However, we are 
really pleased that numbers attending overall have been steadily increasing, with 
attendees at all sessions in both February and March reaching well over 200. 

From April onwards the Thursday afternoon sessions at the Chapel will change to 
fortnightly – dates on page 50,and will start an hour later at 2pm. 

Monday morning at the Church and Tuesday afternoon at Jubilee House will be 
open every week as they are now. 

Any changes to this timetable will be posted on Facebook and on village 
noticeboards. 

Thank you to the venues for hosting the Living Room and to all the fantastic 
volunteers who make it possible. 

We have received a grant from West Northants Council to help with the winter 
running costs.  The conditions of this include sharing feedback from visitors to the 
Living Room.  If you have been along to any of the sessions, I’d really appreciate it if 
you could take a minute to email me your comments at the address below (or tell me in 
person if you prefer). 
Jane Wood,  Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or Brian 
Britten (brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have 
any questions or comments. Venues  on page 50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:brianbritten7@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2023 
This was the 14th Bugbrooke Birdwatch and 40 people took part, all from the village. 
Last year there were 42 people who participated. 39 different species were seen (34 
last year).The range of birds species seen in each garden was 3-20 (last year 3-20) 
and the average was 10.6 (last year 9.21). 

The graph of bird numbers since 2009, (which can be seen online at 
www.bugrookelink.co.uk ) most species have slightly increased their numbers, albeit 
from a small sample as represented by the Birdwatch. House Sparrows did less well 
and are showing a small decline. The top tens changed a little. It has been remarked 
upon that the Goldfinch is less common in gardens. It does seem that they aren’t as 
common as they were, as they have dropped out of the top ten for the number of 
gardens where it appears, but its overall numbers have not decreased. If you see 
them at all, you probably see a few! Wrens have taken their place in the number of 
gardens where it is seen. Chaffinches have been seen in greater numbers this year, 
taking the 9th slot from Great Tits. 

 This year is the first one in a very long time when Starlings have been flocking 
together in murmurations. They are highly gregarious birds and fly together in 
enormous numbers just before sunset in preparation for roosting in the winter. There 
can be as many as 150,000 birds in a flock. It’s always difficult to estimate large 
numbers of birds, but the one we see is about 500 and is centred on Pilgrims Lane. 
Other flocks have been seen in other parts of the village. Not record breaking but 
something is happening which perhaps indicates that Starlings are on the way to 
recovery after many years of decline. 

One of our birdwatchers has noticed that feral pigeons have been roosting 
underneath solar panels and she thinks they may even be taking nesting material 
underneath too. I looked under our panels which are on the garage, and there were 
quite a few twigs there. I don’t know whether they have just got caught there or if it’s 
deliberate bird activity. We haven’t seen anything happening but who knows? 

Bugbrooke Birdwatch is a survey of the birds we see in the village and, although 
we do it on the same day as the national RSPB Birdwatch, I do not feel that we 
should be as strict in our criteria for what constitutes a sighting. The RSPB say that 
you should only record those birds that land in your garden but, in my view, we would 
not be representing a true picture of Bugbrooke bird life. We all know there are Red 
Kites and Buzzards in our airspace but very few of us would see them land in our 
gardens. Similarly, the waterfowl in the brook and along the canal are never seen in 
gardens, but they are all around us. One year, there was a participant from the 
marina and they saw Mallard, Mute Swans, Coots, Moorhens and Kingfisher. This 
gave us a more representative view. If you know anyone who has a narrow boat in 
the village, perhaps you could try to interest them in taking part next year. 

I am sure that you can think of other species which do not figure in the annual 
Birdwatch. Grey Heron, Little Egret, Jays, several kinds  of Owl, to name a few, and 
they are all in the village but will never get a mention.  

I would be interested to hear what you think. Should sightings that aren’t 
landings be included in the Birdwatch next year, perhaps on the reverse of the tally 
form? Should a bird spotting walk around the village on the weekend of the 
Birdwatch, be regarded as a legitimate measure of our birdlife? 
Margaret Cooke. Telephone 832125. 

about:blank
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Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Our first demonstration of the year was presented by Lynne Sharpe who kept us 
entertained with her beautiful arrangements and amusing chat. It is quite a skill to do 
both!  

Simone has put together an exciting programme for the coming months. We are 
also looking forward to a visit to Gloucester Cathedral in May for the National Show. 
On April 24th Joanna Davis will present 'Blooms and Tunes'. There will also be a 
competition entitled 'Spring Bounty' an oppportunity for members to show off their 
skills. On the 22nd May we welcome Richard Twiselton with his Demonstration 'The 
Art Club' which sounds interesting. 

We look forward to welcoming members and visitors to Nether Heyford Village 
Hall on the 4th Monday of each month at 7.30pm. You are sure to have a relaxing 
evening and you may be lucky enough to win one of the designs in the rafffle. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
Spring is in full swing, and so are the preparations for the King’s Coronation on 6th 
May. We’ve come up with a list of ideas below to help make the Coronation 
celebrations as sustainable as possible – whether you’re hosting your own or 
attending the public event in the village. This would sit nicely with the King's values of 
preserving the natural world and sustainability. 

Following another successful litter pick in January, where over 40 volunteers 
helped collect over 40 bags of rubbish, there will be another litter pick taking place on 
Monday 8th May after the Coronation event – keep an eye on the noticeboards and 
Facebook for details. 

Another upcoming event is our electronics amnesty, in collaboration with the Air 
Ambulance. Bring your old electronics to be recycled to the Community Centre on 
the 28th April. 

Our May meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd May at the Community Centre. In 
the meantime you can follow us on Facebook or contact us via email for updates. 
Ideas for sustainable celebrations 
Avoid single use items 
Single use plastic cutlery, plates and bowls will be banned in the UK from October, 
but even wood/paper have issues with sustainability e.g. cannot be recycled if 
contaminated with food, plus the carbon footprint of manufacturing the items. 
Compostable disposable cups etc require specialist disposal and they cannot 
generally be composted in this country. More sustainable options would be: 

Hire glasses/cups/plates for your event – there are party hire kits available 
(https://www.partykitnetwork.org/) and some supermarkets offer free glass hire. 

Take a picnic with reusable plates, cutlery etc to organised events and don’t 
forget your reusable coffee cups if you want to buy a hot drink there. 

If serving sauces/garnishes at your event then have a big bottle rather than 
sachets. 

If attending an event remember to take your reusable shopping bags for 
purchases. 
Have sustainable decorations 
Avoid balloons – especially helium-filled. They are terrible for nature when they pop/
are discarded. Studies have shown that balloons labelled as ‘biodegradable’ don’t 
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break down safely and still pose a risk to wildlife. 
Instead consider reusable bunting, preferably made from up-cycled materials. In 

fact, we are planning to hold a bunting-making session before the Coronation – watch 
out for further details. 

Similarly, flags could also be made from material offcuts rather than buying new 
single use plastic ones. 

Tablecloths could be reusable ones that you already own (rather than disposable 
ones or reusable ones bought new). 
Minimise food waste 
Food rotting in landfill is a major emitter of greenhouse gases, not to mention the 
emissions arising from food production and transportation, that are also wasted when 
the food goes to waste. The best way to prevent this is to ensure food waste is 
minimised by careful planning. Any leftover food could be shared amongst guests or 
donated (best to identify where it could go beforehand), and any food that cannot be 
shared could be composted or at least placed in a food caddy. There’s a useful article 
on the Party Kit Network blog: https://www.partykitnetwork.org/post/ways-to-avoid-
food-waste-at-parties 
C la r e  S la te r  ( c la r es la te r .bpc @g ma i l . c o m )  an d  Ja n e  W o o d 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com).Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our meetings via Zoom have continued to be successful, but will soon come to an 
end as we get together face to face with ‘normal’ group meetings. We shall then have 
the joy of a speaker who is actually with us. 

 One advantage of Zoom is that people can join us from any distance – either to 
listen or to speak. On March 8th our speaker is Charles Harrison, the son of Canon 
Charles Harrison who was Rector here from 1938 to 1974. For almost 200 years the 
Harrison family were squires and parsons ‘squarsons’ of Bugbrooke. It all started in 
1785 with Henry Bagshaw Harrison who was an attorney in Daventry and bought the 
right of patronage. He nominated his oldest son also called Henry Bagshaw, to be 
Rector in 1789. There followed 5 more Harrison Rectors, and a family who did not 
always follow the Church of England faith or route in life. 

 At our Zoom meeting in January Alan Robertshaw shared his research on 
watermills of the Upper Nene Valley. Many do not exist now but Bugbrooke, as we 
know, has developed into one of the most successful mills in the country. Alan 
mentioned mills at Dodford, Heyford, Flore, Snorescombe and Newnham where there 
is evidence of old workings. The average rainfall of 0.6 metres per year ensured 
plenty of water to drive the wheels. Millers were essential and high status members of 
society. Interestingly, Alan could find no evidence of a mill at Weedon. If anyone can 
offer information about where the Weedon Mill might be located, please let us know. 

 Meanwhile we continue to make history with the Coronation of King Charles III. 
There are plans to make a memory board of Elizabeth II‘s Coronation. If you were 
around then and can remember anything about how you celebrated, please write it 
down and send it to me, photos too if you have any. You might possibly find 
something your parents have saved from that time. 

 Next Meeting May 10th at the Community Centre. 
If you would like information about meetings please let me have your contact 

details. 
Pat Kent   secretary  email frksp6@gmail.com, tel. 01604830518 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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 Nature Notes 
February has been one of the driest on record and I can see that some things may 
be later this year. Last year, after a wet spring, the blackthorn blossom was in full 
bloom by now, a harbinger of spring. So I predict that spring will be a little slower to 
get going this year. We’re also being forecast a possible cold spell which may mean 
we can’t get out in the garden to plant as early as we would like. The reservoirs have 
not recovered after our exceptionally hot and dry summer and apparently, it’s 
possible, despite the fact we were lucky to not have an enforcement in place last 
year… that this year, we may have a hosepipe ban. 

During recent severe weather in Europe, we realised just how reliant we were 
on certain fruit and vegetables from abroad.  Some supermarket shelves were 
completely empty of fruit and vegetables.  A lot of people want to keep the air miles 
down to save the planet and will be growing more of their own fruit and vegetables 
this year.  More people want to give it a try, just as they did during the times of 
austerity during the wars. 

What is important is growing what is going to do well in our own soil. If you have 
fertile soil all we need to do is ensure we can provide water (ideally rainwater) and 
food if necessary. So placing rainwater butts to catch as much rainfall as possible is 
essential. If your soil is heavy clay, I would recommend you start by growing potatoes 
the first year as they really do break down the soil. We find that things that grow 
below ground are the easiest. Leafy brassicas (such as cabbages) are more difficult 
as they’re susceptible to flies and butterflies. So fine netting is essential as early as 
possible. 

Start with the easier things like potatoes, beetroot, onions (if you have pigeons 
visiting check them as birds will pull them out of the ground… just pop them back) 
turnips and carrots (less easy if you don’t have the right soil). Carrots are best grown 
in tubs or raised beds if you have stoney ground, otherwise the young carrots hit a 
stone and you get interesting shapes. Or, if you put compost on a vegetable bed, it’s 
not ideal to grow carrots until the compost has been on the bed one or two years and 
broken down and friable.  Leeks are easy to grow too if you’re prepared to water 
regularly. 

Beans are not difficult. French beans, Runner beans (considered very easy), 
and Broad beans (either plant early in the year, or even at the back end of the year). 
We have planted broad beans in October for the following year. This means you can 
harvest them earlier the following year before the blackfly gets them. If you’re 
unfortunate to get the blackfly, nip out the growing tip, which is home to the flies. A 
few companion nasturtiums (sacrificial plants) attract the fly and keep them away 
from your beans. Garlic, also planted in October will be ready the following spring/
summer. 

Salad crops are very popular… cut and come again lettuce, many different 
varieties. Tumbler cherry tomatoes can be grown in containers in a sunny place 
without a greenhouse. I've notice how expensive fresh herbs are now and most are 
easy to grow in free-draining soil or raised beds. If your soil is heavy, then add grit to 
the soil and grow them in a sunny spot. Even if you don't like beetroot, the leaves are 
a good addition to a salad. 

Raspberries are very easy to grow and having summer fruiting and autumn 
fruiting varieties increases your chances of a good raspberry harvest. Autumn fruiting 
raspberries are the easiest to prune.  Just cut them down to the ground in winter.  
You can’t have enough raspberries as they freeze so well. Blackcurrants are also 
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easy to grow and freeze. Not forgetting rhubarb very easy to grow. If you would like 
to make your own jams, the soft fruits are useful as they can be frozen until you're 
ready to make jam. 

Millennium Green 
The H. M. Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Plaque has been affixed to the small 
wall behind the seat on the original Green. Thanks to Russ Garlick, who made a 
wooden surround for the plaque and fixed it to the wall. The trees planted to 
commemorate the Platinum Jubilee had to endure the long dry heatwave throughout 
the summer. Fortunately, thanks to a daily watering regime by Trust members, they 
all survived the ordeal. 

Less fortunate was the Wych Elm, which seems to have been the victim of 
Dutch Elm disease. If it does not recover, a replacement tree will be planted in 
Autumn 2023. It is also planned to plant a new English apple tree as a long-term 
replacement for the existing tree, which continues to show remarkable endurance 
despite the core of the trunk disappearing. Perhaps they will each prosper for many 
more years. 

Major work was required on one Horse Chestnut tree and the five Lime Trees. 
Having received professional advice and the required permission from West 
Northamptonshire Council, the necessary work was done in February.  

In view of this work, and the previous extensive work required, the annual grant 
awarded by the Parish Council is particularly appreciated. It is used for the upkeep 
and general maintenance of the Green as well as essential risk management and 
vital work on the trees. 
David Harries 

News from Heyford Singers 
Well, here we go again - rehearsals for our 21st Spring Concert started in January 
and I think we're going well. 

We've been delighted to welcome a number of new members and the choir is 
now pretty much up to strength, although we could always do with more men to boost 
our basses and tenors. 

The working title for our concert is HEAR THE PEOPLE SING! which some may 
recognise as coming from LES MISERABLES, and yes, we're taking on a selection 
of songs from that great musical drama, and what a powerful piece of music it is - a 
joy to perform.  

We're also singing a selection of songs from OLIVER! brilliantly written by 
Lionel Bart, as well as songs from ABBA, THE BEATLES and many more. 

The men will sing LET IT BE ME, made famous by the EVERLY BROTHERS, 
which in rehearsal has been known to reduce strong women to tears, it's that good. 

I must also mention two WORLD PREMIERES of songs composed by our multi-
talented pianist Graham Kinnersly:  DANCING WITH ANTON will appeal to lovers of 
Strictly, and LAZY MAN LOVE will strike a chord with many ladies in the audience! 

Our concert is in NETHER HEYFORD VILLAGE HALL on FRIDAY MAY 12th 
and SATURDAY MAY 13th at 7.30pm. 

TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE priced at £10 to include a FREE GLASS OF 
WINE! (children under 14 - £5) 

You can call me on 07971 786912 or email kvra44@gmail.com to reserve your 
tickets. We normally sell out so call now to avoid disappointment.  

mailto:kvra44@gmail.com
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If any men would like to join our choir you can call me on the same number and 
I'll be happy to give you details. We're a community choir and all are welcome to join 
us. You will not be auditioned or asked to sing solo. 
Keith Rands-Allen  

Family Announcement 
The family of Georgina would like to thank everyone 
who attended the church to say goodbye to 
Georgina. 

For the cards and flowers people gave us, it 
helped so much with our grief. 

A very big thank you to Ron who did a great 
service for her and all the people that helped to 
make the service go smoothly. 

Last of all a very big thank you for all the 
donations for ICU, who did so much for her. 

God bless you all. 
Lesley, Graham and James Lott 

Save the date! Towcester 
Midsummer Music Festival – 16th-19th June 2023 
Established in 2003, this year will see the festival’s 21st event take place in the heart 
of Towcester. 

The festival, organised jointly by the Rotary Club of Towcester, Towcester and 
District Lions Club and Towcester Town Council, aims to showcase the musical 
talents of young people, community choirs and orchestras and up-and-coming 
bands. Local pubs also join in the festival atmosphere by putting on free rock and 
pop entertainment on Friday and Saturday evenings. The festival climaxes with a 
firework display on The Watermeadows on Saturday night, best viewed from Bury 
Mount on Moat Lane. Sunday ends with ‘Songs of Praise’ hosted by Tove Benefice 
at St Lawrence Church. 

The new website will advertise the full programme and tickets will go on sale 
soon for the community acts, starting from £2 per person. Subscribe to get updates. 

www.towcestermidsummermusic.co.uk 
Towcester Midsummer Music Festival is a registered charity no.1174494 
 Any funds raised from these events will go to the Town Mayor's charities. 

Christian Aid week 
This takes place 14th -21st May. We hope to deliver envelopes and will ask them to 
be returned to various places in the village. Every year the good folk of Bugbrooke 
help many hundreds of people who are living in poverty or homelessness. 

Thank you in advance. 
Jane Causebrook 

Helping the (solitary) bees 
Some of you may already know that Marie Louch knows quite a lot about bees, the 
type known as solitary bees in particular.  She was recently kind enough to share 
with me not only her knowledge, but also a jar of Red Mason Bee cocoons which I 

http://www.towcestermidsummermusic.co.uk/
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plan to release in my garden.  I thought others might be interested in knowing more 
about solitary bees and how we can help them in our gardens. 

We are probably all fairly familiar with the Honeybee and with bumblebees, of 
which there are 24 species in the UK.  In addition the UK has over 200 species of 
solitary bee, including those with charming names like the Hairy-Footed Flower Bee, 
Pantaloon Bee and Leafcutter Bee. While honeybees and bumblebees live in 
colonies with one queen and many worker bees, solitary bee females nest and look 
after their offspring alone (as the name suggests!). Like other bees, solitary bees 
pollinate plants when they visit flowers to collect pollen and nectar so are a vital part 
of our ecosystems. 

It's completely safe to have solitary bees in your garden - only the females can 
sting but they won’t sting unless severely provoked, and the sting is quite mild. Marie 
has only ever been stung once, when she accidentally put her finger over the end of 
a nesting tube that a female was trying to back out of – both Marie and the bee 
survived the encounter! 

‘Bee hotels’ have become quite a popular garden accessory, and it is solitary 
bees that use these.  Marie has several bee boxes in her garden which have been 
successfully used for several years by Red Mason Bees and Leafcutter Bees.  This 
is her advice on the best way to encourage beautiful and useful solitary bees to nest 
in your garden: 

 
 
 
 

 
The bee box or hotel should face south or east, as solitary bees only fly when it 

is sunny. 
There are lots of bee hotel designs, but the best ones are those with little 

cardboard tubes which can be removed and replaced every year.  The tubes need to 
be a minimum of 5 inches (13 cm) long.  Bamboo canes can be too rough inside for 
the bees to use safely.  More expensive boxes are designed with viewing panels so 
that you can see inside to check on progress. 

The female lays her eggs in the tubes, with the ones that will hatch into females 
at the back because the males hatch out first. She puts each egg into a separate 
chamber with a supply of pollen for the larvae to eat.  The egg is surrounded by mud 
or leaves before the next one is added and the end of the tube is sealed in the same 
way. 

The larvae stay in the tubes and eat the food that the female has left for them 
until they are ready to make cocoons in which they hibernate during the winter. 

Leaf cutter bee  
cocoons 

Red Mason Bee 
cocoons 

beehouse Red Mason Bee 
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Marie takes the tubes out of the bee boxes for safe storage in a cold dry place 
over the winter.  This isn’t completely necessary but helps protect the hibernating 
bees from parasites and predators.  The tubes have paper liners which are removed 
with the cocoons inside.  These can be soaked in water to release the cocoons if 
they are Red Mason Bees, Leafcutter Bee cocoons need to be removed by hand. 

In the spring or early summer, the cocoons are put outside in release boxes 
(small boxes with bee-sized holes), where the adult bees emerge and then make 
their way into the outside world to start the cycle all over again.  I am very much 
looking forward to seeing mine! 
Jane Wood 

Bugbrooke LINK 
The LINK magazine was first conceived when Bugbrooke was expanding very 
quickly during the 1960s and 70s. The expansion was caused by the decision to 
build Bugbrooke Secondary School on the edge of the village. Northants 
County  Council would only consider building in Bugbrooke if 50% of pupils could 
walk to school, thereby enabling a saving by not having to bus pupils to school from 
other villages. The expansion took place close to the school on what was referred to 
as the Merriefields Estate as it was largely built on land associated with Merriefields 
Farm. The farmhouse for Merriefields still stands at the junction of High Street and 
Badgers Close.  

It became apparent that an effort needed to be made to integrate newcomers to 
the village with the indigenous population who largely welcomed the expansion if it 
meant the children had the benefit of good schools close by. One of the ways to do 
that was by communicating what was happening to all residents and drawing them 
into village life. 

One of the main instigators of the idea of a village magazine was Rev Tim 
Partridge. We also had the good fortune of having the desktop publishing firm  Land 
and Unwin located in the village who were willing to offer advice and printing 
expertise. Other people took on various roles and the magazine first appeared in 
1983. Since then it has become a very valuable means of drawing the village 
together. It helped to get people to come together and work towards improving 
facilities needed because of the doubling in size of the village. The first was the 
provision of a Playing Field followed by Doctors Surgery and eventually a Community 
Centre  

The new school started to integrate into the community when people started to 
ask whether they could use the new facilities. The early activities were keep fit 
classes for men and women followed by dressmaking , cookery and language 
courses. By the late 70,s there were over 300 people a year using the school in the 
evening and weekends. The newly formed Adult Education Centre also organised 2 
dances each year in the School Hall. When the Football Club lost use of its ground in 
1973 when the Primary School was extended it enabled them to keep going via use 
of the playing fields until such time the village had its own facilities a few years later. 
The Rugby Club also played some of their early  games there following their 
formation in the 70s.  

The school integrated into the surrounding  area and soon became Bugbrooke 
Comprehensive School and eventually Campion School. The forward vision of 
villagers during those years helped to make the village what it is today. LINK’s 
contribution has been invaluable during that time and deserves our support to enable 
it to continue in the future.  
John Curtis 
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Services and Events at  
St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, 

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

 

Sunday Services –9.30am 

2nd April and 30th April –Morning Worship 

9th April—Easter Day Communion 

16th April— Communion 

6th May—Songs of Praise 

14th, 21st and 28th May—Morning Worship 

23rd April – Installation of the new Rector. 3pm in Bugbrooke Church. Rev. Nic 

Edwards to be installed as Rector of the Benefice by the Bishop 

Regular events 

Monday   Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’      10am to 12 noon 

   Bell ringing Practice (temporarily on hold)  8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday   Church open for private prayer       10am to 11am 

Thursday   Family Morning in the Church Rooms       9am to 11am  

   - a time for parents and tots -Term time only                                              

 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a 

brief message and your telephone number, and a member of the 

team will get back to you. 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  

bugbrookechurch.co.uk 
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Diary— April   

3 19:30 WI - Resolutions - a speaker from “The Good Loaf” FC 

5 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

12 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

18 14:00 U3A CC 

19 19:00 Friends of St Michael’s AGM SS 

21 18:00 Football Club - Family Quiz Night FC 

22  Comedy Night FC 

24 18:30 Village Annual Parish Meeting - Refreshments provided  CC 

24 19:30 Flower Society - Joanna Davis - ‘Blooms and Tunes’  NHVH 

26 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

29  Air Ambulance Electronics Amnesty CC 

29 2:00 Bugbrooke Bowls Club Open Day CC 

May   

3 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

7  Bugbrooke Cricket Club - Spruels/Francis Memorial match CF 

8  Environmental Working Group  - Litter Pick  

8 pm WI - Strawberries and fizz MG 

10 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

10  History Group CC 

12/13 19:30 Heyford Singers - Spring Concert NHVH 

14-21  Christian Aid Week  

15 14:00 U3A CC 

15 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

15 19:30 WI - Shireen Belly Dancing FC 

22 19:30 Flower Society - Richard Twiselton - ‘The Art Club’  NHVH 

24 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

Community Living Rooms: 

Monday: 10:00-12:00 - Bugbrooke Church Tuesday: 13:30-17:00 - Jubilee House 

Alternate Thursdays: 14:00-17:00 - Bugbrooke Chapel (13/04; 27/04; 11/05; 25/05)  

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

CC - Community Centre CF - Cricket Field (Great Lane)  FC - Football Club  
MG - Millennium Green    NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall    SS - Sunday School 
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