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Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
My introduction to Tony Pace, when we moved to Bugbrooke 
in the mid 1990’s, was through our time together on the LINK 
Committee and his articles as Guest Editor of the Magazine. 
Tony was a great supporter of LINK, taking a very active part in discussions at 
committee meetings and really encouraging to me as Editor. I thought it would be of 
interest to reproduce part of his leading article from Christmas 1995 (Issue No. 75). 

“The end of the year is always a time for reflection. We can look back on the 
hottest summer on record and wonder if it has any significance, it will be many years 
before we know the answer to that. More locally we feel ever more strongly the threat 
of encroachment from Northampton; some believe the motorway will act as a barrier 
to protect Bugbrooke, others are not so sure. But despite these great forces and 
associated uncertainties, for me the greatest satisfaction come from being part of a 
community that cares for and supports its own through good times and bad; a village 
that takes pleasure and pride in its past but is also prepared to work for and develop 
its future. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to LINK and to all other 
enterprises, clubs, societies and causes of the village. It is your efforts, often 
unnoticed, that makes this such a good place to live.” 

Front Page:   Jasmine De Costa, Rose Queen of 2022, crowns Tabby Timpson at 

Bugbooke Church Fete. Photo by Lorna Reid (nee Willmore) 
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Over more recent years, I had the pleasure of meeting up with Tony on walks 
around the village and on the bowls green and at our wonderful Community Café. In 
Tony’s leading article, which is still so relevant today, he thanks everyone who has 
contributed to the village. Accordingly, I would like to take this opportunity to say a 
huge thank you to Tony for everything he did for Bugbrooke and for the communities 
in Africa that meant so much to him and Sue. The celebration of Tony’s life on 15th 
July was a great way to remember him!  There is a Village Profile of Tony in the 
December 2016 edition of the LINK, which can be found on our website at 
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

If you are inspired and want to make a difference, then get involved in village life 
and do what you can to work for and develop our future. You can contribute to LINK 
by writing articles and as you know we are very keen to get younger people on to the 
committee to contribute fresh ideas and skills to enable this magazine to flourish 
along with Bugbrooke. 

Parish  Council 
The village very much enjoyed the Coronation Celebration event supported by 
Bugbrooke Parish Council and organised by an excellent committee which we are all 
indebted to, with great Chairmanship from Wendy Barton. All profits with an 
additional contribution from the Parish Council were distributed amongst 18 Clubs 
and Organisations which were involved in the event. This was the biggest event 
organised in the village for many years and demonstrated the community spirit there 
is in its delivery. 

The children’s play area near to the Primary School has been repaired and the 
damaged piece of equipment removed. One of our councillors has volunteered to 
unlock the area each morning and lock it again at Dusk to try and limit access to 
vandals. The parish council have had plans to regenerate both playgrounds under 
the parish council control with some general updates and by replacing a few of the 
older pieces of equipment. These have been delayed due to constant vandalism, 
however, councillors are now discussing how to proceed with these plans as these 
playgrounds are essential for the wellbeing of families in the village and provide more 
than simply the opportunity for children to play.  

The glass panels in the bus stop at top of Butts Hill have been vandalised yet 
again. Councillors are not keen on replacing them for them to be vandalised again. 
The cost is born by Parishioners, so it has been decided not to replace them, rather 
leave the apertures unglazed. The hanging baskets went up at the end of May and 
are looking splendid and brighten up the High Street. 

The Speedwatch volunteers were out during June in various locations around 
the village. The scheme is promoted by the Police who provide the equipment and 
training plus the administration to inform offenders. Twelve one-hour sessions took 
place and a total of 119 motorists were identified as exceeding the posted speed limit 
by at least 5mph. This is an increase on sessions last year and is disappointing that 
people are ignoring the limits in the village, please be safe and respect them. 
Phil Bignell, Chairman 

Bugbrooke Charities – Call for Grant Applications 
On the 4th March 1633, James Bracegirdle established a charity aimed at supporting 
those in Bugbrooke suffering hardship. Commencing on the 12th April, 1826, 3 
further charities were established by Edward Johnson and the Whitfield Estate that 
were also aimed at supporting those in need and those entering further education 
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(apprenticeships in those times). The charities also own Charity Meadow. 
The two remaining trustees of the charities, in agreement with the Parish 

Council, have agreed to wind up the charities and i) distribute the remaining monies 
in accordance with the principles enshrined in the original objectives of the charities, 
and ii) transfer Charity Meadow to the Parish Council, who will then issue a long 
lease to the present custodians, Northampton Wildlife Trust Ltd. 

In order to meet objective i) above, the remaining monies will be transferred to 
Bugbrooke Community Café CIC, who will then be responsible for administering the 
awarding of grants. 

Therefore, we invite grant applications from the following persons/households/
organisations: 

Those suffering hardship 
Organisations that support those in hardship in the village 
Young people entering or in further education or training, who are struggling to 

buy books/equipment etc. 
Costs for school uniforms for those families in financial hardship 
Those who need extra support as a result of illness or disability 
Youth organisations that need financial support for children that struggle to pay 

for uniforms, excursions etc. 
Please note that the beneficiaries must be residents of Bugbrooke. 
Please make grant applications, in confidence, to the Chair of Bugbrooke Café, 

David Clayson: 
By letter: 20 Camp Hill 
By email: dave.clayson@gmail.com 
by no later than 30th September 2023. 
Your application must include name, address, contact details, amount 

requested and for what purpose. Please also include relevant details that you believe 
would be helpful regarding assessment of hardship. 

Your personal details, together with any subsequent award (other than to 
organisations), will remain confidential. 

When reviewing requests for support, the awards panel may ask for evidence of 
hardship e.g. receipt of certain Government benefits. 

The awards panel will consist of the present Café Directors (Catherine Parry, 
Peter Wilkins, Steve Dawks, Rev. Nic Edwards and David Clayson) plus the two 
remaining charity trustees (Cherry Pilcher and Alan Kent) plus a representative of the 
Parish Council. 

In the event of monies remaining after this first call, a second call will be made 
in December 2023. 

Please call me on 07802 333908 if you have any questions regarding the 
scheme or your eligibility to apply. 
David Clayson 

Rev Nic Edwards 
During the summer, we’re often prompted to think about 
holidays. 

Perhaps you’ve already been away and you’re thinking 
about the next. Perhaps it’s booked and still to come. I’m 
aware that, for many of us, just thinking about holidays is hard 
as we can’t afford to go away as far, or for as long, or at all. 

Whether you’re able to get away or not, I hope that it’s 

about:blank
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possible for you to get some rest over the next few weeks and months. 
 It may come as a surprise, but the bible speaks highly of rest! 
Yes, work is commended, but God knows that rest is good and that we need it. 

He desires it for us since it doesn’t come naturally to us. 
As much as we like the idea of rest, it’s hard for us to find, as we’re naturally 

‘doers’. We ‘do’ in order to earn money, love, acceptance, recognition, respect… and 
so much else. True, enduring rest proves elusive. 

Rest substitutes are offered all around us. More leisure, a better job, more 
money, retirement, that holiday, etc. —Things that promise rest surround us. 

Even if we find some rest, it’s never enough… or it never lasts. A few days away 
won’t accomplish what we all desire…Yes, it’s great to get away, have a change of 
scene, or a change of routine at least, but this only ever temporarily satisfies our 
need for rest. 

 St Augustine famously wrote “…our hearts are restless until they find their rest in 
You”. 

The ‘You’ he refers to is, of course, God. It is when we put our trust in God, and 
live for God, that we find rest. 

 To rest, we have to trust that God will take care of things for us. We have to 
trust that, if we take a day off, the world will not stop turning on its axis. 

 Jesus himself said: ‘‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 

Rest isn’t to be found in where we go, or in what activities we pursue, but 
in whom we trust and follow. 

It’s a personal invitation, not to a programme or a philosophy or an ‘-ism’ but a 
person. 

 Column inches will not allow me to explain this fully, but do ask me more if 
you’re curious… I’d love to explain! 

In short, what Jesus promises us is a deep and satisfying spiritual rest in Him. 
Jesus invites those who are weary and burdened to come to Him, for knowing him 
can calm restless hearts and satisfy our soul’s desire for hope, purpose, identity, 
satisfaction, confidence, acceptance, rescue, and life! 
 Nic [Rector] 

Nature Notes 
Again, there have been record-breaking temperatures during June, the highest since 
1884. On the whole the wet and warm weather this year has meant that perennials in 
my herbaceous borders (on dry stony ground) have performed atypically. They’re tall 
and weaker than some years and staking has been essential. The roses too are 
struggling… unable to hold their heads high. The stems are soft and immature and 
can’t cope with the abundance of flower heads this year. 

My despondency regarding the reticence of solitary bees to take notice of the 
‘Vacancy’ signs on our bee hotels we’ve put up, proves to have been a little 
premature. I am delighted to say they finally got the message and now every room is 
fully booked. 

I was convinced that the summer raspberries would perform badly this year. 
With the heat of last summer, the new canes were reluctant to come as they usually 
do. After pruning and thinning them out at the back end of the year, I could see that 
there were fewer canes and those that had struggled to perform were puny. But, I’m 
learning that you should never underestimate the British weather. With the wet 
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spring, followed by the warm summer, they have certainly made up for lost time and 
the harvest is far better than I feared it would be. The freezer is full. The autumn 
raspberries are looking promising and it won’t be long before we’ll be picking the 
blackcurrants. 

Normally, at this time of the year, there is an increase in the number of birds 
visiting the feeders, and the fledglings are finding their own food source. I feel there 
are fewer than last year. A month or so ago, we had a family of Greater Spotted 
Woodpeckers who were commandeering the feeders, therefore keeping the smaller 
birds at bay. The magpies are also breeding close by and upsetting the pheasants 
who are very vocal at the moment. Not to mention our 10-month-old working retriever 
who is showing far more interest in the wildlife frequenting the garden than any of our 
previous three. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
We are now well into the outdoor season and have played 12 friendly matches with 
clubs from the surrounding area, as well as numerous county competition and 
evening league matches. We have enjoyed two open days and a bar-b-q, as well as 
the regular Tuesday evening social sessions (open to all) and our Thursday evening 
club triples league. 

Our pairs competition for members was played on Saturday 13 May 2023, with 
the outcome too late for inclusion in the June LINK. The competition was won by Bob 
Mackintosh and Ally Smith, with a wide margin 
over the other pairs – well done on an excellent 
performance! 

It has been great to see people having a go 
at bowls for the first time and to welcome new 
members this year. Our goal is to grow 
membership but always with the aim of being a 
small and friendly club where everyone has the 
chance to play in matches and participate in our 
social activities. 

As a club, one of our objectives is to promote, 
encourage and further the playing of bowls within 
the community of Bugbrooke, Northamptonshire 
and the surrounding area. Accordingly, it was our 
pleasure at the end of June to host a visit from 
staff and pupils at Purple Oaks Academy, a 
special free school for students with autism and / 
or severe learning difficulties. One student who 
showed particular talent at the sport may even be 
able to join us regularly as he lives locally. We 
hope that the visit will be repeated later this year 
and that it might lead on to more young people 
having a go at bowls and joining the club. 

For the Coronation Celebration Weekend, members of the bowls club donated 
numerous prizes for a Tombola stall and I really appreciate those donations, along 
with the time given in organising and running the stall. Through a combination of 
ticket sales and top-up funds from the Parish Council this was a really useful 
contribution to club funds. 
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Our next fund-raising event is a Quiz on Friday 11 August 2023 to be held at the 
Football Club, from 7.00 pm with a start time of 7.30 pm. As well as the well-stocked 
bar, there will be food on offer and a raffle. The ticket price for attendance is £2 per 
person, available from Dave Francis or any committee member. 

Many people in the village knew Tony Pace and we were fortunate to have him 
as a member and player for many years and as a great supporter of the club on and 
off the committee. He hadn’t been well enough to play this year but I was grateful to 
have the chance to watch him in action and receive encouragement when I started 
playing bowls in 2021. We took the opportunity one sunny evening in late June to 
remember and talk about Tony and to see if we could handle the large, red bowls he 
used to such effect in so many matches. 
Paul Cockcroft  01604 831688 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Another season is fast flying by as we continue to enjoy an action packed summer, 
both on and off the pitch. 

Our three Saturday sides are reaching the business end of their campaigns in 
the Northamptonshire Cricket League, divisions 6, 10 and 13 respectively. All the 
latest fixtures and results can be found on our website, bugbrooke.play-cricket.com. 

Junior cricket has once again been a great success this year, with over 50 
youngsters joining us on a Friday night as part of the ECB’s All Stars and Dynamos 
programme, and we thank all the parents and families who have joined and 
supported us. 

Socially the bar continues to do a roaring trade on Friday nights and on 
weekends after matches, as we enjoy the long summer evenings in what has 
become known as “the best garden in Bugbrooke”. Everyone is welcome is join us, 
and social membership is just £10 per person for the year, or £15 per family. 

Last month we were honored to host a special memorial match for former 
England and Northamptonshire player David Capel, who lived in Bugbrooke, with his 
son Jordan fielding a team against a Bugbrooke XI. 

The following day, we hosted a women’s softball festival in association with 
Northants Cricket, with a packed field of women and girls of all ages. 

On a less positive note, sadly we have to report of severe damage caused to 
the boundary fence and gate separating the ground from the brook by youths, 
resulting in us having to replace a 15 metre section at great cost due to this 
vandalism. 

Should this continue we will have no alternative but to keep this gate locked, 
preventing a popular access route, but one that is on club property. We have CCTV 
covering the pavilion and its surroundings and will pass this on to police if necessary. 

We pride ourselves on being an all inclusive family club and we have been 
delighted to welcome Ahmed from Afghanistan to the club, along with his family who 
have moved to the local area, and continue his cricketing development with our club 
coaches. 

Our league fixtures continue until mid-September, concluding on Saturday 
September 16th, with Sunday friendly fixtures until the end of the month, including a 
trip to Bournemouth over the August Bank Holiday Weekend. 

Training and net practice remains on Tuesday evenings until the end of the 
league season, and whilst we might be reaching the later stages of the campaign, we 
are always welcoming of new players, please feel free to come around to the club on 
a training or matchday, or get in touch with our secretary Tom Clark on 07899 
830100 or tomdwhclark@hotmail.com.  

http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
mailto:tomdwhclark@hotmail.com
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Our club president Peter White can also be contacted at 50 High Street, or 
on 01604 830452/p.g.white@btinternet.com 
Ciaran Thomas 

Bugbrooke Badminton Club 
Did you know there has been a badminton club in Bugbrooke for over 45 years? We 
are a friendly club with a mix of ages and abilities. We play competitively in both the 
Northampton and Rushden Leagues, enjoy a weekly knock-about with other club 
members, and also make time for social gatherings. 

We play on Thursday evenings (19:30–21:30) in the Sports Hall at Campion 
School, Bugbrooke, NN7 3QG. 

We are eager to increase our membership and would welcome visitors. We play 
throughout the year but matches finished in May. We are now running our Summer 
club where the tempo is more relaxed so this would be a good time to come along 
and try us out. 

Just turn up, or for more information contact: 
Geoff French | 07889 524300 | frenchgeoff@outlook.com 
Bob Boys | 07902 266469 | bobboys1@yahoo.co.uk 
Twitter | @BugbrookeBC 

Bugbrooke Brownies 
It has been a while since we have written for the LINK, we have had a busy time. We 
have said goodbye to some Brownies, who have moved up to Guides and welcomed 
new Brownies into our pack. 

The girls have learnt about First Aid, who to call and what to do in different 
situations, putting each other in the recovery position, then practising on their parents 
at home! We looked at Bugbrooke and if they had any suggestions to make it a better 
place to live……they had lots of suggestions, from petting zoos and our very own 
theme park, their imaginations may have got a little wild. 

The Brownies joined in with other Brownies and Rainbows from our district for a 
fun night at Tigers in Daventry, where lots of fun was had by all. 

One of our meetings was held in the church and we started looking at the 
history of Bugbrooke, talking about how old some of the buildings we have in our 
village are and their past uses. We challenged them to design a new stained glass 
window showing Bugbrooke’s history and at a later meeting we had a walk around 
the village. 

We had a joint evening with the Rainbows and Guides where we had an 
entertainer visit us for magic and balloon modelling. 

We got out some of our sports equipment and the girls were challenged to make 
up a couple of games, once made they then had to share the game with the other 
Brownies. They did a really good job, we had completely different games. 

Our district ran a trip to Bournemouth and some of our girls joined this, all 
having a lovely day. 

We have also been involved in events in the village, The Coronation earlier in 
the year where we did a Toy Tombola and most recently The Church Fete, where the 
Brownies paraded to the field and our Rose Queen opened the fete. Then we ran a 
stall. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name on 
our waiting list please email us at bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  We meet on a 

mailto:p.g.white@btinternet.com
about:blank
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Monday night 6.15-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell) 

Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout Group 
Bugbrooke Beavers 
Beavers have had a busy term earning badges and exploring outside the hut. They 
have all completed their safety badge and have learnt about the water safety code, 
stranger danger, the green cross code, fire safety and dangers around the house, 
they have also practised when to make a 999 call and what to say when making the 
call. 

They have been out in the fields around the scout hut on a scavenger hunt and 
enjoyed toasting marshmallows, and making smores and singing songs around the 
campfire. They all enjoyed using the soft archery sets at our AGM and playing games 
with cubs and scouts. At the time of writing this many more outdoor activities have 
been planned and all are looking forward to a trip to the royal international air tattoo 
in July. (RIAT) 
Bugbrooke cubs 
Ten cubs and four leaders took part in Northamptonshire County cub camp at the 
beginning of June with 500+ cubs attending. The weather was very hot and sunny 
and we all ate really well thanks to one of the leaders being a chef in his day job. The 
theme of the weekend was a medieval theme with all the activities being based 
around this theme. The activities included making soaps and scents to take home, 
learning circus skills, playing medieval and giant games to trying their hands at axe 
throwing and battlement archery trying to hit a target by aiming upwards as if trying to 
shoot over a castle wall. They were also able to try some backwoods cooking. There 
was also a craft tent where they could make rope, paracord keyrings and many other 
activities. As it was so warm a hose was bought out and with a few tarpaulins, a 
water slide was made and ice lollies were provided to all. In the evening they all sat 
around the campfire and joined in with the campfire songs lead by the campfire 
leaders. For many of the cubs this was their first camp and they all said that they 
would like to camp again. 

Cubs also had a visit from a detective inspector who spoke to them about 
personal safety and discussed what the police did. They were shown riot shields and 
how they worked and hand cuffs and a baton. They were able to dress up in police 
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uniform and got to look at the inside of a police car and sound the siren. Last week 
they all completed their athletics badge by participating in team games and a 
standing long jump as well as a sprint. To keep them cool the leaders had some 
water guns with which they squirted the cubs at regular intervals. 

Cubs had their own campfire outside the hut where they learnt fire safety and 
how to light a fire. They then placed marshmallows and chocolate in a cone wrapped 
in foil on the fire to cook and pronounced it yummy when eating them. They then 
sang songs around the fire. 

Cubs will also be attending RIAT in July and are looking forward to going.                                                                    
All sections currently have spaces available. 
Beavers ages 5 years 9 months-8 years    Thursdays 6-7 pm 
Cubs        ages 7.9 years-10.5 years           Mondays 6-7.30pm 
Scouts      ages 10.5 years-14 years             Tuesdays 7pm-8.30pm 
All sections are open to boys and girls and are run from Bugbrooke scout hut 

which is behind Bugbrooke community centre. To see what activities all sections 
have been doing please visit our Facebook page at Bugbrooke and Harpole scout 
group. 

For more information or to enrol your child you can phone, text or WhatsApp on 
07512765034. 
Email to bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com or message on our Facebook page 
Sue Beckingham ...Group Scout leader 

mailto:bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke Community Primary School - Summer Term 
Update 
It has now come to the end of the academic year, and what a year it has been! It has 
once again been an absolute pleasure to be the Head Teacher of Bugbrooke Primary 
School and part of this great community.  

This is a great opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things that 
have been going on at school most recently.  

At the start of May we thoroughly enjoyed celebrating the Coronation of His 
Majesty the King. Families were invited into school for a picnic and the classes all 
performed a song and sang to the parents. 

We have been very busy with lots of sporting events and our Sports Week 
consisted of Round Robin activities and track races, all of which the children were 
very motivated by and eager to earn points for their houses. Parents came along to 
cheer them on at the track events. Every child also had the opportunity to take part in 
Yoga sessions outside. During the term we have also competed in Cricket, Netball 
and Athletics Events, with other cluster schools, and the annual Woodford Halse 
Cross Country event. Our Year 4 girls team came 3rd and our Year 3 girls came 2nd 
and to top if off we had two medal winners! Well done to all who took part.  

FOBS (Friends of Bugbrooke School) have been very busy with their events this 
year, we have enjoyed three pop up shops, a disco, mufti days, clothes collections, 
film night and a quiz to name but a few. All money raised goes towards activities and 
resources for the children and help towards trips. Without FOBS the children would 
not get to enjoy these extra curricular opportunities. FOBS have given over £8000 
back to the school this year. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them and 
everyone who has donated during our fundraising events! If you are interested in 
volunteering at any future events please contact the school office.  

Thank you FOBS, we appreciate all of your hard work! 
As the school year draws to a close, our Year 6 pupils are busy practicing for 

their very last performance and we have some exciting events planned for them 
towards the end of term. 

On the last week of term, they will enjoy ‘BFest’! A very special Bugbrooke 
Festival, that will include a silent disco and a delicious lunch cooked by Moohatch, as 
well as a range of other activities. On their last day their parents are invited in for a 
leavers coffee morning and the children will receive their awards and also be 
presented with a leavers hoody. Thank you to the sponsors KD Scaffold and 
Cafetrack for their kind donations. We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
Wendy Barton and the Coronation Committee who have donated a Coronation Cup 
to every child in the school. 

From next year, we are really hoping to get out into the community more. Our 
School Ambassadors are already lined up to visit Jubilee House and engage with the 
residents. If you have any other events or groups that you think we could be part of, 
please let us know. To keep in the loop with what we get up to, please follow us on 
Twitter - @BugbrookeHead.  

Christian Aid 
Thank you to all who made the effort to return the envelopes and donated to 
Christian Aid this year. The village raised £676 to help those in developing countries. 
Jane Causebrook 
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Pull Out  Questionnaire from the Parish 
Council.  Please remove the sheet to fill it in 

and return. 

PCSO in Bugbrooke 
Do you know Bugbrooke Parish Council in conjunction with 
Nether Heyford Parish Council sponsor a dedicated PCSO 
(Police Community Support Officer? This means that instead 
of a PCSO visiting the village for example once a month for a 
few hours, Bugbrooke and Nether Heyford have a police 
presence for 37 hours a week. Our PCSO is Chris Dudley. 

66% of Chris’s time is dedicated to Bugbrooke and 33% 
to Nether Heyford. PCSO Chris spends over 71.5% of his 
time in the villages and the remaining time will be spent com-
pleting paperwork/reports or following up incidents. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council have been sponsoring a 
PCSO since 2019. It is extremely difficult to quantify the 
benefits that sponsorship of a PCSO brings to the village as 
many aspects of the PCSO role are below the public radar including tackling underly-
ing issues before they become a problem or nuisance, domestic issues and protect-
ing the vulnerable. 

The PCSO has a strong relationship with the schools in the village; a day a 
month is spent in Campion, building relationships, educating, and creating an under-
standing of the consequences of actions. This continues in the village with the PCSO 
talking to the young people who are around in the village. PCSO Chris Dudley has 
developed a rapport with many of them, this potentially helps reduce antisocial be-
haviour. Since the 1st of January 2023 the number of crimes in Bugbrooke is signifi-
cantly less than other comparable areas: 37 crimes reported in Bugbrooke against 
74 in Grange Park and 67 in Deanshanger for example. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council hopes that this provides some context to the survey 
below as councillors are keen to get residents views on the sponsored PCSO 
scheme so results can help shape its future and identify areas the PCSO should fo-
cus on. 

This questionnaire can be completed via LINK – Pull out the centre page and 
return to Bugbrooke Parish Council, Bugbrooke Community Centre, Camp Hill, Bug-
brooke, NN7 3RW (There is a post box on the side of the wall). You can also hand it 
in at Bugbrooke Pharmacy- Levitts Road, Pet Stop or Philippa’s Farm Stop both lo-
cated on the High Street. 

Alternatively, there is a link on the Bugbrooke Parish Council website – 
www.bugbrookeparishcouncil.org  and Facebook page where you can complete the 
survey online. 

Responses are required by Sunday 3rd September 2023. The results will be 
discussed at the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 11th September at 7.30pm in 
Bugbrooke Community Centre. Everyone as always is welcome to attend. 

It would be nice to get as many people’s views as possible so please spare a 
few minutes to complete the survey. Thank you for your help. 

about:blank
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR COMPLETED SURVEY 
TO BUGBROOKE COMMUNITY CENTRE, BUGBROOKE PHAR-
MACY, PET STOP or PHILIPPA’S FARM SHOP NO LATER THAN 
SUNDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2023. THANK YOU. 



29 

 

Village Profile 
Dan Gilkes -  Professional Speedway Rider 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
Yes. 
What schools/colleges did you attend? 
Bugbooke Community Primary School, Campion School and 
finished my education at the University Technical College at 
Silverstone (UTC). 
What is your favourite food? 
Toad in the hole. 
Do you enjoy cooking? 
I can only cook eggs! 
What is most important to you in life? 
My family, mum, dad, my sister Alix and my pap are very 
supportive of me and my career. 
Do you have any hobbies? 
Yes, I love keeping fit, I like running, training and cycling and listening to music. 
What do you like most about Bugbrooke? 
I never realised how good our village is until I started going into town, you do not 
appreciate how nice it is until you go elsewhere, I like that nearly everyone knows 
each other and there is very rarely any trouble. 
At what age did you start your career? 
I started watching speedway at 2 years old with my dad and Pap. We used to go 
every Friday to Coventry Speedway and I immediately fell in love with the sport.  

I got my first motocross bike at the age of 5 years from Father Christmas! since 
then, it’s all I’ve ever wanted to do. 

I made the transition from Motocross to Grass track at around 7 and after a few 
years of that I finally got a speedway bike at 10 years old.  

As I got older, I moved onto bigger bikes, progressing onto the adult bike 
(500cc) at 13. 
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I continued to progress and at 16 I signed my first professional contract with 
Kent Kings in the third division of English Speedway (National League). I only 
managed one season of racing before Covid. In 2021, Kent moved up to the second 
division (Championship) and resigned me. It was a tough year but finished the 
season off strong with some good scores. Unfortunately, Kent shut down in the 
winter of 2021, leaving me without a team, but luckily for me I was quickly snapped 
up by Plymouth Gladiators which saw me continuing in the Championship for 2022. 
My season was cut short after only one month after I had a big crash, suffering a 
broken humerus, collapsed lung and five broken ribs. I had two surgeries on my arm 
and after an extensive stay in hospital I was able to get back riding at the end of 2022 
but only for practice.  

For 2023, I resigned back at Plymouth Gladiators in the Championship and also 
in the first division (Premiership) for Sheffield Tigers. I have also signed a contract in 
Poland to race for Polonia Piła.  
Have you done much travelling? 
I have travelled to Hungary, Poland, Germany, Latvia and France to compete. 
Who do you most admire? 
Casey Stoner ex Moto GP champion. 
What is your main goal in life? 
To be world champion. 
It was a great pleasure interviewing Dan, he is 21 years old and has so much drive 
and passion about his sport and I wish him all the best for the future. 
Interview by Linda Hartgroves 

Bugbrooke WI 
We have certainly had a varied programme so far this year.  In May Shireen and her 
girls gave us a demonstration and talk on the history of belly dancing and some of 
the accessories used. Then they handed out tinkly jewelled belts so that our 
members could have a go under instruction from Shireen. I was amazed how many 
took up the offer. 

In June Pandora Kenyan from Age UK Northamptonshire informed us of all the 
many forms of help they can offer the elderly including caring, housework, gardening, 
odd jobs and many more. They also have day centres where they provide a warm 
safe room with activities and a mid-day meal. 

Our next two meetings will be a bit different, in July the members take over to 
give the Committee a rest and in August we have our outing, which this year will be 
to Market Harborough. 

The crafty chatter meetings are still popular, mainly with the emphasis on the 
chatter with the craft taking a bit of a back seat. 

If you would like to join us for a meeting please contact Pat Grant on 01604 
317398. 

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Diane Bradbury on the 
20th June. Diane was a much loved member of Bugbrooke WI for many years, taking 
on several roles including that of President. She was also on the Board of Trustees 
for the Federation and Bugbrooke WI often profited from her extensive knowledge of 
the WI rules. 

She suffered ill health for many years but still attended most of our meetings, 
always greeting everyone with a smile. She will be much missed. 
Brenda Astel  
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Bugbrooke Village Church Fete 
After the downpour of 2022, the fete committee had everything crossed for a dry day. 
We nearly got it! We tried not to let the showers at lunchtime dampen spirits or stalls 
that had been set up by a fantastic group of folk earlier in the morning and the day 
before. As the rain dried up the Rose Queen (supported by the Brownies), Tabby 
Timpson was crowned and declared the fete open. Andy Evans entertained us with 
his superb guitar playing and singing before Royston the magician had the stage and 
performed his magic for the children. The village turned out to support all the hard-
working stall holders, faces were painted and folk were persuaded to join the new 
Bugbrooke lottery. Wonderful cakes and cups of teas were consumed as folk ad-
mired the work of the talented art group in the church. Teddies zoomed down their 
very own zip wire as the ducks got ready for their annual swim.  Win the gin proved a 
popular new activity especially among the ladies. 

A very slow duck race took place and the winners were Chloe Farrington, Gra-
ham Connew and Marie Dovey with Rach Oneills bringing up the rear. Special 
thanks to the team that cleared the brook and helped count the duck afterwards. 

The committee would like to thank everyone who supported and helped in any 
way. It was a real team effort and a lovely village occasion.  At the time of writing we 
raised about £2500 for the church but the auction is still live. 
Jane, Peter, Phillippa, June and Ian 

Clearing the brook  
before the duck race 

The Friday gang after putting up the event shelters  
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The Rose Queen and her attendants 

Clara and teddy Ruby getting 
ready to test the zip wire  
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Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
We had a great evening with Nick Grounds. We are being encouraged to use less 
floral foam as it breaks up into tiny particles and microplastics which can remain in 
the environment for hundreds of years. Nick produced innovative and stunning 
designs without foam. He is a very talented  and amusing demonstrator. 

No meeting in August as it is a Bank Holiday. In September Emma Remington, 
who is a member of our club, will present 'Tricks of the Trade'. There will be a 
competition entitled Autumn Colours. 

Visitors are always welcome at our friendly club. You will be sure of a relaxing 
evening and may be lucky enough to win a beautiful arrangement in the raffle. If you 
would like more information please contact  Dianne on 01604 830063 or Simone on 
01327 342167. Our meetings are held in Nether Heyford Village Hall at 7.30pm on 
the 4th Monday of the month (except Bank Holidays). 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
The UK has, until now, been cited as a world leader in tackling climate change. 
However, the government’s own advisory body, the Climate Change Committee, has 
reported that the UK is no longer on track to meet its legally binding targets for 
greenhouse gas reductions. Even those legally binding targets may not be enough to 
keep temperature rises within ‘safe’ levels – we’re already seeing unexpected sea 
temperature rises around the UK coast and beyond. This is why the members of the 
Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group are working hard to ensure that 
Bugbrooke plays its part in reducing greenhouse gas emissions wherever we can. 

One of our first projects was to establish more 20mph zones around the village. 
As well as reducing emissions from vehicles, a lower speed limit would be safer for 
pedestrians, especially children. We’re pleased to announce that West Northants 
Highways will be issuing us with 20mph advisory signs to encourage drivers to 
reduce their speed at certain areas in the village. Look out for further details as we 
finalise the plans over the coming months. 

Save the date for another Air Ambulance recycling day on Friday 17 November 
at the Community Centre. Your donations of electronics, clothes, shoes, toys and 
bric-a-brac will be distributed around local Air Ambulance shops and boutiques, 
Children’s Air Ambulance shops or sold online to raise essential funds for this vital 
service. 

We are working hard preparing our campaign to help to improve our local air 
quality by raising awareness of the dangers of idling engines. Air pollution is linked to 
lots of health conditions including lung and heart disease, stroke and cancer; we 
have the dirtiest air in Northampton, the equivalent of smoking 189 cigarettes per 
year – more than any other town in the UK. Children walking or in a pushchair are 
often at the same height as exhaust fumes from a stationary vehicle and, as they are 
still growing and developing, they are at particular risk from the impacts of air 
pollution. Of course, as well as the direct effects on our health, idling engines are 
also contributing to climate change.  

Casting your mind back to May, you might recall that parts of the grassy areas 
in the village were left to grow a bit longer as Bugbrooke took part in ‘No Mow May’ – 
maybe you did the same in your garden? Perhaps you’ve even embraced ‘Let It 
Bloom June’ and ‘Knee High July’ too, leaving a corner to grow wild all summer as a 



37 

 

 



38 

 



39 

 

 cool and shady hiding place for frogs, small mammals and invertebrates such as 
grasshoppers. We’re planning to work with the Parish Council to identify some small 
areas of public grassland that can be left to do their own thing without affecting 
residents’ use of the space. There’s some great advice here from the RHS on 
managing lawns for wildlife https://www.rhs.org.uk/wildlife/lawn-and-mini-meadow-
habitats. 

A reminder that our meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month; the 
August meeting will be Wednesday 2nd August and the September meeting will be 
on Wednesday 6th September at the Community Centre. In the meantime you can 
follow us on Facebook or contact us via email for updates. 
C la re  S la te r  ( c la res la te r .bpc@gm ai l . com)  and  J ane  Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 
Climate Change Committee. 2023 Progress Report to Parliament June 2023. 
Available at: https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/2023-progress-report-to-
parliament/. Accessed 30 June 2023. 
HouseFresh. HOW MANY CIGARETTES YOU’RE INDIRECTLY SMOKING DUE TO 
WORLD POLLUTION LEVELS March 2023. Available at: www.housefresh.com/
secondhand-smoke-world-map/. Accessed 30 June 2023 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice — Patients Newsletter 
Hay Fever Season 
As the weather warms up and we welcome spring and summer we also start to see 
more patients unfortunately suffering with hay fever. Symptoms can include · 
Sneezing and a runny or blocked nose · Itchy red or watery eyes · Itchy throat, 
mouth, nose and ears · Headaches or earaches. Hay fever is usually worse between 
late March and September and when the pollen count is at its highest such as when 
it is warm and humid. Most hay fever medication is available over the counter from 
your local pharmacist and will not be prescribed by your GP. Treatment such as 
tablets, nasal sprays and eye drops can be purchased over the counter from your 
local pharmacy.  
Staffing Changes  
We are currently recruiting for a number of positions in the practice due to a reshuffle 
of roles within the practice. We hope to be able to update you with new recruits in our 
next issue.  
Friends & Family Test  
We are currently conducting our friends and family test to help us improve the 
surgery for you our patients. Should you be interested in helping us with our 
research, the questionnaire can be found on www.bugbrookemedicalpractice.co.uk 
or hard copies which are available to be completed are kept in our reception area. 
(Please note all questionnaires are kept anonymous)  
Veterans Information  
Did you know Bugbrooke Medical Practice is a military veteran’s accredited practice? 
We as a practice have been advised there may be some extra support needed to 
veterans with the up and coming 20th anniversary of the war in Iraq. Please go to the 
following website for more information: http://bit.ly/3n9u3td In addition to this, we also 
have a specific contact within the Operation Courage organisation. Should you feel 
you need in person support, further information can be obtained by enquiring at our 
reception desk or by telephoning the surgery.  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Vaccines  
Vaccinations for the 2023 influenza season are due to start being administered to 
patients who meet the specific criteria w/c 2nd October 2023. Shingles: If you are 
aged between 70 – 79 you are eligible for shingles vaccine. Shingles (also known as 
herpes zoster) is an infection of a nerve and the skin around it. It is caused by the 
varicella-zoster virus, which also causes chicken pox. Should you wish to receive a 
vaccination against Shingles, please ask our reception team to book you an 
appointment. Pneumococcal Vaccine – who should have this? There are four groups 
of people who are advised to get vaccinated against pneumococcal infections: 
babies, people aged 65 and over, anyone from the ages of 2 – 64 with health 
conditions that increases their risk of pneumococcal infection, anyone at occupation 
risk, such as welders. Visit NHS website to find out more details, and book your 
appointment with our staff.  

PATIENT NEWSLETTER Email: Bugbrooke.k83070@nhs.net Website: 
www.bugbrookemedicalpractice Telephone: 01604 830348 Partners - Dr W Hunt, Dr 
J Toplis, Dr R Parry, Dr S Boston, Practice Manager: Lorraine Spicer  
Patient Participation Group  
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PPG The Patients Participation Group (PPG) for 
Bugbrooke surgery has been meeting every six weeks since last summer. This is an 
independent group which aims to form a communication link between the Surgery 
and its patients. Members are drawn from the various villages around Bugbrooke 
which use the surgery. We have recently concentrated on helping make the phone 
line more effective and produced a timeline advising patients as to the best time to 
call for their needs. Of late comments received by the PPG have been very positive 
and the levels of service provided by the Surgery have been high. Car parking is an 
issue at times and we would ask that the Car Park only be used for those visiting the 
surgery or pharmacy and no other reason please. Should you have any feedback or 
wish to be involved in the Group then please contact the practice manager Lorraine 
Spicer.  
PLT  
Please note our PLT Training dates. We will close at 12:15 on the dates below. 
Please call 111 if you require medical assistance after that time.  
21st June 2023, 19 th July 2023, 16th August 2023, 20th September 2023.  
Enhanced Access  
We have been able to offer Enhanced Access Services for our patients since 
November this is to enable our patients to receive out of hours care at Highfields 
House, Cliftonville. The hours of service here are 6:30pm to 9:30pm Monday to 
Friday and Saturday and Sunday morning. You may be offered one of these 
appointments when you call the surgery. Please make the use of these appointments 
if they are offered to you during our busy times or if they suit your needs.  
Opening Times 
Please note our opening times at Bugbrooke Medical Practice are 07:45 - 18:30. 
However, our phones are open as follows: 08:00 – 10:00 Urgent calls only (if you 
need to see a Clinician within four hours). 10:00 – 12:00 Non urgent calls, routine 
booking appointments. 12:00 – 14:00 Lines closed. 14:00 – 16:00 Urgent calls only (if 
you need to see a Clinician within four hours). 16:00 – 18:00 Non urgent calls, test 
results.  
Please note: Our lines are closed between 12:00 & 14:00 to aid our staff with urgent 
matters, home visits and essential administration.  
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NHS 111 Online  
NHS 111 online (111.nhs.uk) is available to anyone over the age of 5, if you believe 
you need medical help right now. It is a service which can direct you to the best place 
for treatment if you cannot contact your GP practice during the day, or when your GP 
practice is closed (out-of-hours). Depending on what you need, you might be advised 
to:  
  
  
 -of-hours GP)  
  
  
  
  
(Please note: if your child is under 5 you will still be required to ring 111 if you require 
medical assistance). 
Keeping In Touch 
Don’t forget to keep us updated with your contact details! You can update us by 
giving us a call on 01604 830348 or via email at bugbrooke.k83070@nhs.net Also 
don’t forget to follow us on Facebook for regular updates, health campaigns and 
urgent announcements. 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz was a great success. Following our tradition, the 
questions were set by last year’s winners, in this case a team headed by LINK’s 
chairman Paul Cockcroft. Paul himself made an excellent quizmaster, ably supported 
by the rest of his team. The questions were good and always interesting (including 
an unusual, chocolate bar themed, picture round). The vans arrived in good time; the 
fish and chips were served most efficiently and tasted great. The weather was good. 
It was a great evening and made an anticipated £650 or so for our funds. So thank 
you to everyone involved. But one thing was missing…. 

Tony Pace, our longstanding treasurer, was no longer with us to greet people at 
the door. I know there are other moving tributes to Tony in this magazine. I will add 
that Tony served on the committee of Friends since 2005, taking on successively the 
roles of secretary and chairman before becoming treasurer in 2009. His contribution 
to the work of Friends has been enormous. We will miss him greatly. 

Anne Jenkins has bravely agreed to take on the role of treasurer for the time 
being. But we were already one person down on the committee, so we are now 
looking at two places to fill. If anyone is interested in helping us to ensure that funds 
are available for keeping Bugbrooke’s beautiful church in good repair, we would love 
to hear from you. If you would be prepared to consider the role of treasurer that 
would be even more wonderful. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke History Group 
(newcomers to the village are especially welcome) 
On 12th July we have Steve Parish here to entertain us with information about the 
Battle of Northampton. We are back in the Community Centre for this and for our 
September meeting (Sept. 13th). November will be on Zoom so that we don’t forget 
those who cannot physically get to the Community Centre. 
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 We usually try to include a couple of walks during the year and our Summer 
Walk will be on August 2nd starting at 6pm. Anyone with an interest in Bugbrooke is 
welcome to join us for the walk and refreshments. 

 There is so much to know about this village. Here it sits in the middle of 
England, on the border of Viking and Anglo-Saxon territory. In this county of spires 
and squires, the wealthy owning their hunting parks; and the beautiful churches – 
many now deserted. Our church dates back to 1220, our primary school was built in 
the 1870s,  our secondary school was one of the first successful comprehensive 
schools, the football club was founded in 1909, the mill is one of the largest in the 
country. We have a canal, a river, millennium green and charity meadow with rare 
orchids – a conservation area of scientific interest. 

 At the History Group we try to have speakers on local history, so do come and 
find out more. We belong to the Northamptonshire Heritage Group which keeps us 
up to date with research projects over the county. 

 A few months ago Ruth Marshall, daughter of Jean and Dave Marshall came 
across some interesting letters for sale on the internet. They were letters between 
members of the Ashby family, a well established family in Bugbrooke and were sent 
from Canada where several Bugbrooke people emigrated in the early 19th Century. 
Dave Marshall traced a member of the Ashby family to alert him to the existence of 
the letters. Peter Ashby bought them and has edited them and posted them on the 
Ashby website. They should give us a glimpse of life at the time, not only for the 
Ashby family but for all emigres at that time. 

 If you are interested to know more about the Bugbrooke History Group please 
contact me. 
Pat Kent – secretary  Tel 01604 830518  e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 
 

about:blank
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Community Living Rooms: 

Monday: 10:00-12:00 - Bugbrooke Church Tuesday: 13:30-17:00 - Jubilee House 

Alternate Thursdays: 14:00-17:00 - Bugbrooke Chapel (See Facebook/Notice boards)  

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Family Announcement 
Mary and family would like to thank everyone who attended the funeral of the late 
Stanley Goosey and for all the lovely flowers, cards, kind words, support and help 
from so many people at the sad passing of Stan. Also a big thank you to Ron Bridges 
for the wonderful service and support that he gave us. 
Donations so kindly given amounted to £360, which was halved between Macmillan 

Cancer Support and Marie Curie. Thank you very much. 
Mary and family  

Diary   

August   

2 18:00 History Group Summer Walk  

2 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

11 19:00 Bowls Club Quiz (for 19:30 start) FC 

14 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

16 12:15 Surgery closed for training  

27  Bugbrooke Community Lottery first draw   SS 

September   

4 19:30 WI - The Loving Chef  FC 

6 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

6 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

11 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

13 19:30 History Group CC 

18 14:00 U3A CC 

20 12:15 Surgery closed for training  

20 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

25 19:30 Flower Society - Emma Remington “Tricks of the Trade”  NHVH 

30  Community Café CIC - Application deadline    

October  

2 19:30 WI - Pomegranate Noir - The Perfumers Story  FC 
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