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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 243), December 2023 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
As the weather changes and the year draws to a close, I’m 
really pleased that we’ve been able to provide six issues of 
LINK over the last 12 months. This is thanks to the hard-
working committee, the distributors, our advertisers, financial 
support from the Parish Council and of course the many contributors for the articles, 
village news and photos. 

Our magazine started the year with a frosty street scene on the cover and an 
invitation to comment and contribute to the future of LINK. In April a heron was 
captured fishing by the canal and we introduced Linda as she took over the Village 
Profile articles. In June, King Charles III was our centrefold and Nic was introduced 
as the new Rector. 

For August, the Rose Queens for 2022 and 2023 graced the cover and we 
remembered the wonderful Tony Pace. October brought the traditional harvest photo 
and the outcome of a questionnaire for our resident PCSO was detailed. December 
is our Christmas issue, complete with news of a visit by Santa, and I’m so grateful to 
Gwynneth for the colourful front cover and quiz pages. 

From all at the LINK committee, we wish you a happy Christmas and peaceful 
new year. 
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Parish Council 
The children’s play area near to the Primary School is having a makeover with some 
new equipment and enhancements to the surface in the area to make it more 
appealing and by the time you read this it should be completed. The cost will come 
out of this year’s budget and was already allocated. The other play area on the 
playing field will undergo changes in the Spring next year, including replacement of 
the remaining old wooden piece of equipment. 

The road entering the village via West End is now an official 20MPH zone and is 
legally enforceable. The PC began the process some two years ago and involved 
getting new traffic orders made for the area. Other areas of the Village are now 
signed with the 20MPH signs in the hope of making motorists slow down around the 
village. 

You will have received a survey in the post recently which was financed by a 
developer to undertake a housing need survey. This was not supported by the PC 
who were intending to do their own housing survey. The Developer has undertaken 
the survey as a commercial project in an attempt to get planning permission outside 
the village boundary for a new estate. They would use the survey to justify the 
development because it would contain some ‘affordable houses’, about 10%, and the 
rest would be market housing of 3/4/5 bedroom houses which would put a strain on 
our already stretched local services. 

Don’t forget that the Parish Council meets every second Monday of the Month 
at 7.30 at the Community Centre and is open for anybody to attend. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

Bugbrooke Community Lottery 
Hello Bugbrooke. We are thrilled with how the Lottery continues 
to grow! While you are reading this, we would have had our 
fourth draw and our Awards Committee would have met for the 
first time. Our first grant applications would have been 
considered and hopefully been approved. 

Due to your support the December prizes are going up! 
First prize £150 Second £90 and Third £60 
This also means more money going into the grant fund. Any resident of 

Bugbrooke can use our online application form or e-mail us if you would like to 
nominate anyone who could benefit from this fund. 

BREAKING NEWS We now have GIFT VOUCHERS available! 
Give a present that will just keep giving! 
We will continue to attend village events to spread the word and tickets and gift 

vouchers will continue to be sold in the Community Cafe on a regular basis. 
Our draw on the 27th January 2024 will be our: NEW YEAR BONUS DRAW !  

This will take place at the Community Cafe (time to be confirmed). The three prizes 
will be the biggest yet ! 

On behalf of the Committee, I would like to wish you all an amazing festive 
season of joy, friendship, love and fun. Let us all play it forward this Christmas with a 
kind and unexpected deed to someone, whether you know them or not. 
Merry Christmas 
Chris Carter & all of the BCL Committee 
www.playbcl.org 

Hellobcl@yahoo.com 

about:blank
about:blank
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Bugbrooke History Group 
Steve Parish and Jo entertained and educated us at the last meeting of the season 
of the History Group to take place in the Community Centre. Steve and Jo must 
spend hours making replicas of tools, utensils and clothes which were used in a 
byegone age. Jo’s deerskin tunic and flax linen shift were suitably warm for winter 
and cool in the summer. Flint cutting implements were sharp for food preparation, 
wood for handles, bowls and boxes. Jo was happy to show that she had 
characteristics of the beaker people, small but strong stature, her long thick dark 
brown hair, her facial bone structure. This is the closest we can get to knowing what 
stone age people looked like. Jo and Steve make all the artefacts from genuine 
materials and using genuine methods e.g. seams are sewn using 5 stitches to the 
inch.  They had recently visited Rochester Cathedral and encouraged us to go there – 
an ancient building used for worship since AD604 and to admire the workmanship of 
this massive edifice, completed using the most simple tools. 

Our next 3 meetings are on Zoom. 
On November 8th John Perkins will enlighten us about the history of the 

coronation ceremony. As it is more than a year since Elizabeth II died it is 
appropriate to know more about the origins of the ceremony (not always explained by 
commentators). In January we have a talk about the Suffragettes. Women still don’t 
have equal rights but I hope we are getting there. Our March meeting and 
presentation will be about artifacts found in Northamptonshire, their significance and 
contribution to knowledge of our history. 

The History Group is an associate member of Northamptonshire Heritage 
Society which includes many groups and museums, and of C.L.A.S.P.  which 
concentrates on archaeology of the region, digs and finds. Both organisations have 
interesting events which the members from Bugbrooke are able to join. In November 
there was a dig at Banaventa, a Roman site only a few miles north up the A5. New 
equipment was used to identify the artefacts, of which there were many, and also to 
plot each location. 

You are all invited to enjoy our meetings. Contact me by e-mail or by phone. By 
the way, we do have very few copies of the latest photo history of Bugbrooke 1930 - 
1980. Please contct me if you would like to buy one. 
Pat Kent (secretary)   Tel. 01604830518  email frksp6@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
It may be cold and it may be wet but that hasn’t cooled or dampened our enthusiasm 
to be part of a club that has something really special to offer. Although we can’t play 
bowls outdoors at this time of year there is much more going on than you might think. 

We received a grant from the Parish Council which enabled us to send a soil 
sample away for analysis and to pay for on-going advice relating to maintenance of 
the green. Contractors were then brought in to carry out major renovation work which 
will form the basis of the playing surface quality next year. What we would like to 
achieve over time is a more environmentally responsible approach to greenkeeping 
with a focus on soil health and less reliance on chemical fertilisers. We recognise 
that we have a lot to learn and that the transition will take several years but believe 
that we have now started on a proactive, natural and sustainable journey. 

We have received planning permission for a new clubhouse and are grateful for 
the support from the Parish Council and West Northamptonshire Council which made 
the process cost effective and straightforward. The main challenge now is to raise 
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funds to allow us to purchase the clubhouse but we have three years to make that 
happen. In the meantime we will be using temporary structures to accommodate our 
visitors which should work well if we have the sort of hot and dry summers that 
appear to be happening more often. 

Throughout the year, a small group of bowls club members volunteer each 
Wednesday morning to tidy up the area around the green and to carry out essential 
repairs and maintenance. The main tasks for this year have been to keep the 
irrigation system operating; removing hedges and preparing seating areas for 
additional gazebos; renovating the portacabin. This input is critical to the operation of 
the club and I’m so grateful to those that contribute in this way. 

The social and fundraising activities that started last year have continued and 
developed and have been really successful in maintaining contact outside the 
playing season and bringing much needed funds into the club. In the last three 
months we have had a barbecue, fashion show, a tombola at the Football Club 
Christmas Fair and another quiz. We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 
The Bakers Arms (7.30 pm) and it’s amazing how much fun you can have with a 
dartboard and a pack of cards. Our Christmas party will be at the Boat House Pub at 
Braunston where we have enjoyed an amazing meal for the last two years. 

Please contact me if you want to know more or would like an application form to 
join us. Please come and meet me and the committee and members at our AGM at 
the Community Centre on Wednesday 7th February 2024 (6.30 for 7.00 pm start). 
Paul Cockcroft, 01604 831688 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
The 4th November was a pretty miserable day weatherwise: rain that went on longer 
than forecast, puddles and spray all down Church Lane. It did not bode well for our 
Craft Fayre in the Church. But we needn’t have worried. The Church was soon abuzz 
with villagers and visitors. By the close 
the stallholders seemed well pleased; we 
had sold plenty of raffle tickets; and many 
slices of cake had been consumed. A 
craft fayre in the Church was something 
we only introduced last year. So, this was 
our second one and we have been very 
pleased both times. As well as raising 
money for our funds (£612 last year, £712 
this year) it brings people into the church. 
And in one way the weather did us a 
favour: a strategically placed bucket, 
catching drips from a roof leak, gave an 
illustration of why we need to raise 
money to help preserve the building. 

Many thanks to all those involved in 
organising the fayre and helping on the 
day, and to everyone who braved the 
weather to come and make it such a 
success. 
Jim Inch 
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Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
Thank you to everyone that has visited the Community Living Room this year. At the 
time of writing (early November), we have welcomed over 1900 visitors in total 
during 2023. But there’s plenty of room for more, so if you haven’t been yet do give it 
a try. It’s open to everyone and free of charge. 

A reminder of the weekly timetable below, and please note the Living Room 
won’t be open over the holidays. 

Details of the monthly Parish Council surgeries, West Northants Council 
Customer Service team drop-ins and other visitors will be shared via Facebook 
(apologies to those not on social media, but there are no dates confirmed for 2024 
yet). 
Jane Wood 
Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or Brian Britten 
(brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have any 
questions or comments. 

Day Venue Time   

Monday morning B u g b r o o k e 
Church 

1 0 : 0 0 -
11:30 

Tuesday  
afternoon 

Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 Last session  
12th December, reopening 
16th January 

Thursday  
afternoon 

B u g b r o o k e 
Chapel 

2:00-5:00 Last session  
14th December, reopening 
4th January 

about:blank
about:blank


14 

 



15 

 

The Heyford Singers 
Tickets are now available for our Christmas Concert: 

Christmas Tide - Ring Out the Bells  

A Celebration of Christmas Songs and Music 
In Nether Heyford Village Hall on Friday, December 15th and Saturday, December 
16th at 7.30pm,  What an excellent way to start the Christmas Season!  

Tickets are £10 each (children under 14 £5) and include wine, soft drinks and 
mince pies. What a treat! 

Tickets are available NOW from Keith Rands-Allen, 01327 340741, 07971 
786912 or kvra44@gmail.com.  Or for more information see our website. 

www.heyfordsingers.org 

Bugbrooke Community Café - Grant Applications 
Requested for 2023 
Contrary to my earlier article in the October edition, we are now in a position to call 
for grant requests this year. The amount we have to distribute will however be lower 
than in previous non-COVID years. 

Under the constitution of the Café, it is the intention that any profits made after 
making necessary investments in equipment etc. and training will be donated, on an 
annual basis, to local charities and other non-profit making organisations that support 
activities both in the local community and overseas. 

We are, therefore, calling for applications for grants from local (i.e. Bugbrooke 
and immediately adjacent villages) organisations that support their communities. 

Note that under the terms of our constitution, no grants are available for 
religious organisations. 

Applications should be in the form below, and submitted to David Clayson, 20 
Camp Hill, or emailed to: dave.clayson@gmail.com. 

The Directors reserve the right to issue grants as they believe will best meet the 
objectives stated in the constitution. They also reserve the right to issue grants above 
or below the amount requested in the applications received. 

The closing date for applications is Friday, 15th December.  
Application 
Organisation Name: 
Organisation’s Prime Activities: 
Grant Requested (£): 
What will any grant awarded be used for: 
Organisation contact details (email/tel no.): 
Please note that a report will need to be submitted once any grant monies have 

been used. 
Organisations that received grants in previous years are free to apply again. 
I take this opportunity to thank Phillippa and Faye, and all volunteers for making 

the Cafe such a great success. 
Finally, thanks to all our customers for supporting the Café and enabling it to 

reinvest in our communities together with supporting projects in some of the poorest 
parts of the world. 
David Clayson , Chairman, Bugbrooke Café CIC 

mailto:dave.clayson@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2024 
The Bugbrooke Birdwatch will take place on the weekend of 27th and 28th January 
2024. As in previous years the tally forms will be available at Petstop and also online 
at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk early in January. If you participated last year, you 
should receive one during the week before the event. The 6th February will be the 
deadline for returning the forms to 1 Browns Yard. I do hope you will join in as the 
more information we get, the more it gives us a snapshot of the health of bird life in 
the village. 
Margaret Cooke 

Bugbrooke Community Primary School - Autumn Term 
Update 
What a wonderful start to the year it has been. We have been excited to welcome 
new families and children to our school community, who have all settled in so well. 
The term has been filled with exciting events and I know it will get even more 
interesting as we get closer to Christmas!  

Our new Reception children have now been in school for a couple of months 
and it has been a pleasure getting to know them and their families. During their first 
few weeks, the children came into school dressed as what they wanted to be when 
they grow up! This exciting day was made more magical for the children as they were 
visited by a nurse and a police officer in his police car!  

Other year groups have engaged in a range of enriching activities. Some of 
these have included a walk around the village to support Geography learning, a trip 
to Flag Fen to learn about the Bronze Age, a Forest School activity week and a 
residential for our Year 6 pupils.  

As part of our promotion of pupil voice and awareness of democracy at the 
school, we are proud to announce that the House Captains and School 
Ambassadors have been chosen. These pupils were voted by the children in school 
as excellent representatives of those who show our school values.  

After the October Half Term, our pupils were very lucky to attend an excellent 
Halloween Disco organised by FOBS. A huge thank you goes to all of the volunteers 
who helped make the event such a success, as well as those who purchased tickets 
for their children to attend.  

In the next few months, FOBs will be holding more events to raise funds for the 
school. On Friday 8th December, we will be hosting our Christmas Fair. This event 
will take place at the school from 3:30pm-5:30pm. There will be a range of stalls and 
games for visitors to enjoy, as well as refreshments and the opportunity to visit a very 
special visitor dressed in red! This event is open to the public and is supporting 
fundraising for a new School Garden. We hope to see lots of people enjoying the 
event with us.  

We are looking to recruit new governors to join our Full Governing Body. This 
vacancy is open to anyone and doesn't need to be a parent or someone linked to the 
school. If you would be interested in the position and would like some further 
information, please contact the school office.  

To keep in the loop with what we get up to at school, please follow us on X 
(formally Twitter) - @BugbrookeHead.  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  
Mrs Birch, Head Teacher 

about:blank
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 Some of our School Ambassadors 

 

The church font dressed 
up for Remembrance  
Sunday 
Picture by Kaye Adams 
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Bugbrooke Scout Group 
Cubs and Beavers 
Beavers and cubs are now meeting together on a Monday evening. They have all 
worked well together and achieved many badges. The term started in September 
and we made the most of the good weather and lighter nights, the first night back 
was a team building night for all members to get to know each other and to work 
together. They all had fun playing games with the parachute and another favourite 
game is relay rock, paper scissors. The following week cubs worked towards their 
athletics badge and athletics plus and beavers their health and fitness. They have 
also completed the beavers and cubs cyclist badge and  the cubs road safety badge 
and beavers safety badge and a few weeks ago they were taught first aid where they 
all had a chance to try CPR and put each other in the recovery position. This badge 
is in stages from basic first aid and more complex first aid, all know the importance of 
phoning 999 and when is appropriate to do so and what to say, they also know how 
important it is to ensure their safety before attempting to help others. 

We have welcomed several new members to both beavers and cubs and 
several beavers have moved onto cubs. All will be saying their promise next week. It 
has been lovely to watch both sections working together and the cubs helping the 
beavers. Last week we held a Halloween party which was enjoyed by all and this 
week we learnt about remembrance with one of the parents who talked about his 
time in the RAF. 

We have also welcomed some new volunteers who come along when they can 
to help run a session and share their expertise. We have had a detective inspector 
who ran the road safety meeting, a consultant anaesthetist, who ran our first aid 
session and also our athletics sessions and our chairperson ran the cyclist sessions. 
We also have a chef who has provided us with Chinese food for Chinese New Year, 
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he also came on camp with us and we were the best fed pack on camp and he will 
be doing the catering for our Christmas party as well as coming on camp with us next 
year. We would welcome any volunteers who have a specialist interest that they feel 
they could teach to the cubs and beavers with the support of the leaders. If you feel 
that this is something that you would like to do you can contact the group via email 
on bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com. 
Cubs and scouts 
On Saturday cubs and scouts braved the rain and the cold to take part in several 
adventurous activities at the Frontier centre. Two of the leaders also took part. The 
day started off with some team games and teambuilding around the wooden maze, 
then inside to dry off and have some refreshments. The next activity was the high 
ropes and the leap of faith. All were very brave and managed to climb as high as they 
could with encouragement from the others. Some even managed to climb to the top 
and jump off. Then it was onto the zip wire which meant climbing up a very tall tower 
and launch yourself off. They all had a go at this and then it was inside to get dry, 
warmed up and lunch. After lunch it was time for canoeing in the river. They were 
first kitted out with life jackets and helmets and then given a safety talk and shown 
how to use the oars. They then had to carry the canoes to the river where they soon 
learnt to row together otherwise, they were going in circles. They played many 
games whilst in the canoes that required them to stand up and sit down and then 
transfer places and into different canoes. All too soon they had to come back onto 
dry land and carry their canoes and help put them away. Then it was time to get dry 
once again as the rain never stopped and wait to be picked up by their parents. They 
all agreed that they had had a great day and would like to do it again. 

Our next joint outing is to Warwick castle in December to see the Christmas 
lights. 

mailto:bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com
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For more information about Bugbrooke and Harpole scout group you can email 
us on Bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com, message via Facebook on our Facebook 
page Bugbrooke and Harpole scout group or WhatsApp or text on 07512765034. 
Sue Beckingham, Group scout leader 

Bugbrooke Charities – Call for Grant Applications 
We invite grant applications from the following persons/households/organisations: 

Those suffering hardship 
Organisations that support those in hardship in the village 
Young people entering or in further education or training, who are struggling to 

buy books/equipment etc. 
Costs for school uniforms for those families in financial hardship 
Those who need extra support as a result of illness or disability 
Youth organisations that need financial support for children that struggle to pay 

for uniforms, excursions etc. 
Please note that the beneficiaries must be residents of Bugbrooke. 
Please make grant applications, in confidence, to the Chair of Bugbrooke Café, 

David Clayson: 
By letter: 20 Camp Hill 
By email: dave.clayson@gmail.com 
by no later than 15th December 2023. 
Your application must include name, address, contact details, amount 

requested and for what purpose. Please also include relevant details that you believe 
would be helpful regarding assessment of hardship. 

Your personal details, together with any subsequent award (other than to 
organisations), will remain confidential. 

When reviewing requests for support, the awards panel may ask for evidence of 
hardship e.g. receipt of certain Government benefits. 

The awards panel will consist of the present Café Directors (Catherine Parry, 
Peter Wilkins, Steve Dawks, Rev. Nic Edwards and David Clayson) plus the two 
remaining charity trustees (Cherry Pilcher and Alan Kent) plus a representative of 
the Parish Council. 

Please call me on 07802 333908 if you have any questions regarding the 
scheme or your eligibility to apply. 
David Clayson 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
By the time you read this we will have enjoyed our final flower club meeting of 2023 
and what a great year it has been with exceptional demonstrators and fabulous 
flowers. 

Our November meeting was a soup and dessert evening with tasty soups and 
delicious puddings provided by the committee. 

We have been involved in Area activities as well as workshops taken by 
Simone and Janet who give their time and expertise so generously. We are very 
fortunate. Thank you both. 

Wishing our members a Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year. We look 
forward to our AGM and buffet supper on Monday 22 January 2024 at 7.30pm in 
Nether Heyford Village Hall followed by our 50th year of friendship and flowers. 
Jane Barker 

mailto:Bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com
about:blank
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Badgers Classic Car and Sportscar Group 
Interest was shown in the proposed group and we held our first meeting at the Wharf 
on the 9th November to discuss the idea of forming a classic car group in the village. 
The meeting went well and it was decided by all who attended to continue with 
progress of forming and developing the group going forward. The enthusiasm which 
came out of the meeting was there to be seen, with many ideas and plans being 
discussed.  

 We managed to come up with a group name after discussion whether to 
become a club or form up as a group. The conclusion reached after some 
debate was to become the Badgers classic car group . With support from others at 
the meeting it has also been decided to set up a facebook page and a possible 
whatsapp link. 

 We are  looking at the possibility of taking part in at least four events next year 
around the classic car show scene. We also agreed to support any local events 
subject to availability. Please let us know if there are any local fundraising events 
around the village that would benefit from our attendance during next year.  

 Our next meeting is in January date and venue to be confirmed. We would 
welcome any new people who are interested in classic cars to attend, you do not 
even have to own a classic car to join, just have an interest in them. If you require 
any further information about us please email tonyin@mail.com. Further contact 
details to be announced. 

 Wishing everyone seasons greetings we look forward to being part of the 
village community during 2024. 
Tony Inwood   

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
We’d love to be full of Christmas cheer for this December issue, but there have been 
some important environmental issues in the news recently that we want to talk about. 
If you’ve been reading up on climate change from serious sources like the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) or the UK Climate Change 
Committee, you’ll be aware that climate change and biodiversity loss together pose 
an existential threat to human survival that warrants an urgent response. This means 
from everyone – from national governments and multi-national corporations to 
community organisations and individuals. Unfortunately, where national governments 
are involved, environmental policies inevitably become politicised, when ideally 
issues of such global importance should be above party politics. We saw this play out 
back in September when the Prime Minister declared U-turns on green policies, 
ironically from behind a lectern emblazoned with the slogan ‘Long-term decisions for 
a brighter future’. Listening to the opening lines of his speech you could be forgiven 
for thinking he’d finally heeded the repeated warnings from climate scientists and the 
government’s own advisory panel that we need to cut emissions further and faster 
than the previous policies had dictated. However, it soon became clear that the 
government either doesn’t understand the science, or simply doesn’t really care 
about the long term.  

Perilous climate change aside, the raft of policy changes sold with a focus on 
their cost-saving benefits for individuals may actually end up having the opposite 
effect, with higher home heating fuel bills, especially for renters, and lack of 
investment in the EV industry keeping prices high. In terms of the wider economy, it’s 

mailto:tonyin@mail.com
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long been recognised that kicking the can down the road rather than transitioning to 
a green economy sooner will cost more not less. The simple fact of the matter is that 
a transition HAS to be done, and going further and faster to net zero will bring a host 
of benefits, as well as mitigating some of the worst effects of climate change. The 
atmosphere doesn’t understand deadlines and targets – climate change isn’t on 
standby until 2050, to be unleashed if we fail to be net zero by then. Every gram of 
carbon dioxide or other greenhouse gas that is added to the atmosphere is 
aggravating global warming and the effects we are already seeing today will only get 
worse. On the other hand, every little bit that every individual does to help the 
environment also has a cumulative positive effect. 
Regular Litter picks 
We’ve so far held the first two of our regular monthly litter picks – thank you to the 
small but mighty team of volunteers from the village who gave up a couple of hours 
on their Sunday mornings to help tidy the village and protect wildlife from the 
potentially dangerous litter. Look out for details of our upcoming regular picks, which 
will be held on the first Sunday of the month. 
Nature recovery 
We have sought advice from the local Wildlife Trust about how green spaces around 
the village could be managed differently to make them more valuable for wildlife and 
will be preparing a detailed management plan with a view to start making changes 
from Spring 2024. Please do get in touch to share your views and especially if you 
are interested in getting involved in this project (contact details below). 
Air Ambulance recycling day 
At the time of writing we are looking forward to our next Air Ambulance recycling day 
on Friday 17 November at the Community Centre. Look out for updates on all the 
donations of electronics, clothes, shoes, toys and bric-a-brac that we received. 
These will be distributed around local Air Ambulance shops and boutiques, 
Children’s Air Ambulance shops or sold online to raise essential funds for this vital 
service. 
Christmas Craft Fair 
Many of you will have visited us at the Christmas Craft Fair held at the church on the 
4th November. It was lovely to share our ideas for sustainable celebrations. For 
those of you who couldn’t make it, here’s some of our top tips for a green festive 
season: 

Reusable crackers are a great alternative to the usual single-use crackers – plus 
you can fill them with whatever gifts you would like, including reusable hats! If you 
prefer to keep using the disposable ones then look out for plastic free ones that are 
available in many retailers. 

Gift your loved ones some experiences rather than ‘stuff’ and consider second 
hand items for physical gifts – there are some excellent high-quality bargains on sites 
such as Vinted. 

Try wrapping gifts in fabric instead of paper – in Japan this is known as furoshiki. 
Fabric-wrapped gifts can look stunning and it’s much easier to wrap items such as 
bottles in fabric. Wrapping paper is often not recyclable – look up the ‘scrunch test’ to 
ensure non-recyclable gift wrap doesn’t end up contaminating the recycling bin. 

Re-use last year’s gift bags and consider investing in reusable gift bags – just 
include a note to the recipient asking them to reuse or return it to you if they prefer. 

Plan meals to avoid waste, freeze leftovers and use your food caddy as a last 
resort to avoid food rotting in landfill and emitting the powerful greenhouse gas 
methane. 
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Consider investing in a refillable advent calendar or at least a full recyclable 
one. 

If you usually get a real tree, consider renting a living tree this year – companies 
such as Good Elf (www.goodelf.co.uk/pages/rent-a-real-christmas-tree) deliver and 
collect rented  living trees and look after them for next year. If you already have an 
artificial tree then keep using that for as long as possible. 

Think twice before hitting the Boxing Day sales – ‘cheap’ clothes generally come 
with a huge cost over the supply chain to workers and the environment. 

Environmental Working Group meetings are held on the first Wednesday of 
each month at the Community Centre, 7.30 – 8.30pm. The December meeting is 
Wednesday 6th December and the January meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd 
January 2024. You can also follow us on Facebook or contact us via email for 
updates. 
Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com) and Jane Wood 
 (janewood.bpc@gmail.com).  Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
Once again this year you have the chance to win a Festive Christmas Hamper kindly 
sponsored by Bugbrooke Rugby Club. Lucky squares are available to purchase at £1 
each from Harben hairdressers or Bugbrooke Rugby club. 

We are also delighted to confirm that our annual WINE TASTING is back, 
something to look forward to after the Christmas festivities are over and to cheer us 
up during the dark dismal January evenings. As previously, the event will be held at 
the RUGBY CLUB CLUBHOUSE on FRIDAY JANUARY 26th 2024 with a 7 for 
7.30pm start, where the bar will be open for an early drink before the wine tasting 
commences. 

Please book early to reserve your place. Tickets are £12.50 per person for an 
enjoyable evening including lovely wines and supper along with good company. 

Tickets are available from Nigel & Valerie Burt 01604 830792, or Harben 
Hairdressers. 

Please do come along and support us in what I am sure will again be a very 
memorable and exciting evening to start the New Year. 
Nigel Burt. Chairman. 

Nature Notes  
This is the time of the year when I’m itching to get the garden tidy for the winter. But I 
now know better and try and remind myself that a tidy garden isn’t always good for 
the garden. Cutting down all the herbaceous plants can deprive insects and wildlife 
of places to shelter during the winter months. I’ve noticed there are a large number of 
ladybirds this autumn. I can only assume it’s due to the exceptional weather (hot and 
wet) we’ve had this year. I like to give ladybirds, lacewings and other insects a place 
to overwinter. Not all of them will make it through the winter but hopefully, there will 
be a good number next spring. Our wooden window frames are another favourite of 
theirs. I have to remind visitors staying overnight not to open the bedroom windows 
as they host bug hotels. 

A few weeks ago, I was sitting in my study one evening with the lights on and I 
was fortunate to get a really close encounter with one of the barn owls that we know 
frequent our neighbourhood. We’ve seen a pair on our pergola whispering sweet 
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nothings to one another, but not close enough to photograph at night. I think it was a 
female (a hint of brown feathers edging her heart-shaped face) and she sat on top of 
the window bird feeder staring in at me, just 5 feet away. Without barely moving a 
muscle, I furtively fumbled for my phone where I was sitting at my desk. I knew I 
would only get one chance of capturing it. Luckily the camera was set on automatic 
and the flash didn’t go off so I was able to get a few photographs. It remained there 
for at least 10 minutes before it went off in 
search of food. I was surprised that the 
feeder held her weight and then I 
remembered that barn owls are very 
lightweight for a bird of that size. Their 
feathers (not waterproof) are fluffy and they 
appear a bigger bird than they really are. 

The Barn Owl Trust has a very 
informative website and I learned a lot 
about them. These wonderful birds have 
declined in numbers by 70% since the 
1930s. Since WWII, there has been, in 
certain parts of the country (particularly 
Lincolnshire in the east), a leaning towards 
larger fields, the removal of old hedgerows 
and a loss of rough grasslands where small 
mammals live. Apparently, those that live 
near roads with fast-moving traffic are often 
casualties. Motorways and A1 roads can 
contribute to their demise as they swoop down for food and fly into the side of high-
sided vehicles. 

The reasons survival is difficult for them are numerous. They can only hunt 
when it’s dry (due to their feathers not being waterproof). As their name suggests, 
they need somewhere dry to nest and rear their young. Small barns are falling into 
ruin. However, we have derelict barns to the front and rear of us and there is also a 
hollowed rotten tree trunk that I’ve seen being used. They can only hunt when it’s 
dry. If their feathers get wet, their flight is no longer silent and their prey hear them 
coming. I was surprised to read that their dished, heart-shaped faces gather sound 
and make their hearing even more acute. They detect movement from a great height 
and are reliant on their silent flight for catching their prey who are unaware they’re 
there.  So many barn owls starve to death during the winter and early spring months. 
Unfortunately, they don’t put on fat for winter like other birds do. There are food 
shortages for them, particularly when we have a prolonged snowy winter. It can be 
extremely difficult for them to find food during winter beneath the snow. 

However, I’m not at all surprised that the barn owls do well here (barn owls 
prefer open countryside, tawny owls prefer wooded areas).  The farmers here do 
leave rough grassland and fields margins around the perimeter of the fields which 
provides the perfect habitat for small mammals (field voles, shrews, mice and rats) 
thus providing food for the owls. And there are also plenty of ancient hedgerows for 
all manner of wildlife.  I’ve had a look at a map giving details of the enclosures in 
1772 and the pasture field nextdoor is exactly as it was back then. 
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Village Profile 
Louise Sturdy – Owner of Harben Hair Design,                 
Bugbrooke OAP Committee member, 
LINK magazine deliverer 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
No, I was born in Harpole and lived there until I was 24. I then 
moved to Bugbrooke and have lived here ever since. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes, I did, I had grandparents in Harpole and Bugbrooke so I 
spent a lot of happy times in both villages. I made some good 
friends at Harpole Primary School and Campion, who I still 
regularly meet up with. 
Have you always been a Hairdresser? 
Yes, when I left Campion School, I attended Booth Lane 
Hairdressing College where I did my training. When I moved to 
Bugbrooke I joined a Netball team called ‘Blucars’ which was 
sponsored by a garage that was situated where Unusual Rigging is now, a lady 
called Margot ran the team and when she found out I was a hairdresser she asked 
me if I would cut her hair, I went to her new salon. Previously Margot’s salon had 
been at “Botty’s Yard” her father Bill Botterill had a haulage company there and she 
had a shop within the grounds. When the company finished, and the land was sold 
Margot had a new shop built at the front on the High Street which was called ‘Kelly’s’ 
named after her son. Margot must have been pleased with her hair cut and offered 
me a job. I started working on a Saturday because I had two young children, I 
gradually took on more hours and worked with Margot for 30 joyful and fun years and 
we became very close friends. I have owned the shop for nearly 12 years now and I 
named it after my two children, Harriet and Ben, ‘Harben’. 
What is your favourite food?  
I am a vegetarian, I love mushrooms, pasta and chocolate. 
Do you have any hobbies? 
Yes lots, I am very sporty and played Netball and Hockey at school and carried on 
once I had left, just recently I was very fortunate to be able play Netball with my 
daughter which was a great pleasure. I play Tennis every week and have been a 
member of Dallington Tennis Club for 24 years. I love walking especially with my dog 
Mable. I have a passion for the outdoors and often go open water swimming and 
always like to dip in the sea, river, or a lake if I am near one. I have completed the 
Three Peak Challenge; London Marathon, London Moon Walk and I enjoyed a 
charity cycle ride from Bugbrooke to Exeter a few years ago with Bugbrooke Rugby 
Club. Art exhibitions are places I enjoy visiting, also I like to draw and paint. I love 
cooking for a houseful of family and friends, but also really enjoy eating out. I am a 
keen gardener and enjoy flower arranging and help with the church flowers. I have 
been a member of Bugbrooke and District Flower Club for many years.  
Do you enjoy travelling? 
I like the UK especially anywhere with lakes and mountains. My dad lives in Berwick 
upon Tweed, where we have holidayed often, the Northumberland coastline is 
stunning. I have been fortunate to travel to New Zealand and Australia to follow the 
British Lions rugby tours and really enjoy city breaks. My husband’s brother lives in 
Italy, so I have visited there quite a few times, it’s a beautiful country, with wonderful 
food!            
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 Who are you most proud of? 
My family, I have seven grandchildren who give me much pleasure, 3 boys and 4 
girls, the older ones are all sporty which I take great delight in watching. I especially 
love that Minnie rides a motorbike and plays rugby; the girls all seem to be as tough 
as the boys. My family and friends are very important to me. 
Do you have any plans for retirement? 
Not in the immediate future but would like to slow down a bit. When I do eventually 
‘hang up my scissors’ I plan to spend more time with my family and would enjoy 
helping with local clubs and charities. I was once a volunteer for two years with the 
Samaritans which was very humbling and rewarding helping people in need. I 
certainly would miss being in the salon, seeing all my lovely friendly customers, 
many of whom I have done their hair since I started working at the salon, and now do 
their children and grandchildren’s hair! 
Interview by Linda Hartgroves 

U3A Upper Nene Villages 
 ‘In Search of Amazing’ A photographic journey by John Hammons 
If you or anyone you know is interested in photography, or anyone who just enjoys 
looking at stunning images, then this presentation is for you and not to be missed. 

Throughout the illustrated talk there will be tips on how to improve your 
photography, and will cover many different genres of image making created both 
near and far away. John will explore the connections between photography and 
wellbeing, and how photography has influenced people’s perception of the world we 
all share together. 
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Planet Earth 3 and many nature programmes fronted by David Attenborough 
that we have all seen on TV have changed our view on the world and its 
conservation through the magnificent photography of its cameramen and women. 
Many American National Parks were created and passed into existence by Congress 
because of the photography presented to them of these previously unseen, remote, 
wild and beautiful areas that needed protection for future generations. This was back 
at the beginning of the 20th century.  

Photography has been very influential in creating the world we now live in, and 
is continuing to do so. As they say “a picture is worth a thousand words”. 

The Upper Nene Villages group of the u3a includes the many villages close to 
Bugbrooke. We meet at the Bugbrooke Sports and Community Centre on the 3rd 
Monday of the month at 2pm. 

Visitors are always very welcome and a cash attendance fee which includes tea 
or coffee is made.  
15 January ‘In Search of Amazing’ a photographic journey by John Hammons 
19 February ‘Sir Winston Churchill’ the man behind the legend by Roger Mason 
https://u3asites.org.uk/uppernene 

Glider Crash Heyford  
2024 will be the 80th anniversary of the D-day landing in WW2. Stan Clark has 
written this article as a memory of that time. 
 According to what I was told many years later in life, I was witnessing aircraft and 
gliders passing over Bugbrooke that were taking part in the Normandy Landings of 
the Second World War. 

I well remember sitting on the double kerbing in front of Bugbrooke School at 
the time, as the sky was to be full of aeroplanes pulling gliders, they were crossing 
over the village from the direction of Bugbrooke Church and over the top of 
Bugbrooke School, and I remember the wings of them having black and white stripes 
on them. 

The noise and vibration from them was to the likes of what I had never 
experienced and heard before, as it made the hair at the back of my neck tingle not 
of fear but more of being excited. 

 I remember the windows of the houses that I was sitting near were starting to 
rattle as well as the odd slate sliding from off some of the roofs of them, many of the 
dogs in the village were barking and carrying on as well as cattle and horses in the 
fields being agitated, it seemed as though these aeroplanes and gliders were never 
going to stop coming over, for it was a constant stream of them. 

 While sitting there looking from where they were coming from, and of those 
passing over, I was to notice a glider coming very low following the High Street 
before turning back over the Co-op Shop and disappearing behind all the buildings 
toward where it had come from, I remember seeing a cable hanging down from its 
front and sweeping underneath it. 

 I was to learn later in life this glider could not find any suitable field to land in 
due to all the local villages Home Guards at the beginning of the war, had built 
hayricks in the centre of all fields, if not Hayricks etc, they had left old farming 
equipment, or had erected, old telegraph posts, railway sleepers, or such like to 
impede any German Gliders  from landing, they even had bundles of wooden stakes 
to be used,  if large amounts of German Parachutists were to come, as they were to 
be stuck in ground underneath them, so as there would be a chance of impaling 
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themselves on them when landing. 
All these early preparations had not been moved during this period in time, so 

the glider that had broken loose could not find a suitable place to land, I was told in 
later years that a man working in the fields in Heyford who had noticed this 
glider,  saw it trying to avoid colliding with the Pylons and  Power Lines that carried 
electricity from Northampton to Daventry that crossed the Heyford or Bugbrooke 
road in the field that is next to the double bends just before reaching Heyford from 
Bugbrooke, the Glider was to stall when trying to pass over the Pylons and power 
cables crashing into the ground in this field killing all those on board. 
Stanley Joseph Clark 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
The winter months may see no action on the cricket field, but there is plenty going 
on behind the scenes as we start to look ahead to 2024, and try and forget 
England’s rather disappointing World Cup campaign! 

We celebrated the 2023 season with our annual dinner and presentation night 
at Northampton Golf Club, where we toasted both the key individuals across all 
three teams and rewarded those who put in the unseen hours to help the club keep 
running. 

We are continuing to significantly invest in our buildings and facilities, following 
last year’s kitchen extension, this winter attention turns to the lounge and bar area, 
which is being refurbished and extended using the space of the old kitchen. 

With work being undertaken using club members and local businesses, we will 
have a refreshed and welcoming space to welcome everyone when spring rolls 
around and we can once again enjoy ‘The best garden in Bugbrooke’. 

In addition, further work has been undertaken on the playing squares at both 
The Doc White Ground and the Playing Fields, as we strive to provide the best 
possible surfaces for our players. 

The restructure of the Northamptonshire Cricket League has been confirmed, 
with our First and Second XI’s moving up a level to divisions 5 and 9 respectively, 
with the Third XI remaining in Division 13. 

This will mean a return to the highest level the club has played at since the 
formation of the NCL over twenty years ago, and having narrowly missed out on a 
top two finish on the final day, we look forward to another competitive season. 

We are always on the lookout for new players to join our journey, with all ages 
and experience welcome, so please feel free to get in touch if you’d be interested, 
whether new to the village, a lapsed cricketer or simply want to try something new, 
we can offer something for everyone. Indoor winter nets will begin in February, more 
details will be provided on our social media pages in the new year. 

For the youngsters junior cricket as well as All Stars and Dynamos will be 
returning for 2024, keep an eye out for more information in the upcoming months! 

Any queries or requests, please don’t hesitate to contact us, we can be found 
on socials @bugbrookecc, or via email on bugbrookecc@gmail.com. Alternatively 
our Life President Peter White is on 01604 830452. 
Ciaran Thomas 

Bugbrooke WI 
We are nearly at the end of another year and looking back I can see we have had a 
very varied, interesting and informative year with subjects ranging from a quiz, belly 
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dancing, cooking, ceramic painting and cocktail making. 
Our social activities have included our seasonal lunches and crafty chatter 

meetings in members’ homes. Lately not much craft has been undertaken at these 
but there certainly has been a lot of chatter and cake eating, although I understand 
we will be making cards at our next crafty chatter meeting. Also, we were invited to a 
friendly skittles match by Towcester WI at their home venue. Needless to say, we 
lost but in our defence none of us had so much as lifted let alone thrown a cheese 
since before lockdown. 

Sadly this year we lost a valued member, Diane Bradbury who had suffered ill 
health for a long time but still came to the meetings greeting us all with a sunny 
smile. She is much missed. 

As far as our monthly meetings are concerned, in November Natalie White will 
be getting us in the Christmas spirit with a touch of ceramic painting. Then in 
December, we will have a games and Christmas party night. Our January and 
February meetings take place in the afternoon to enable us to get home in daylight 
starting with our yearly light hearted quiz in January then a talk about the Chinese art 
of Tai Chi in February. 

All are welcome at our meetings and should you need further information please 
contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 

In the meantime I should like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a 
happy, healthy New Year. 
Brenda Astell  
 

Remembrance 
day in church 
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Community Living Rooms:  Monday: 10:00-11:30 - Bugbrooke Church  

Tuesday: 13:30-17:00 - Jubilee House, Alternate Thursdays: 14:00-17:00 - Bugbrooke 

Chapel (See Facebook/Notice boards)  

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel, CC - Community Centre, Ch - Church, FC - Football Club, JH - Jubilee House, 

Diary   

December   

3 16:00 Tree of Light service  Ch 

4 19:30 WI - Games and a  Christmas Party Night  FC 

6 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

7 14:30 Parish Council surgery BC 

8 15:30 FOBS Christmas Fair PS 

11 14:00 U3A—30 Years Of British Comedy CC 

11 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

12 13:30 Community Living Rooms - Jubilee House last session JH 

13 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

14 14:00 Community Living Rooms - Bugbrooke Chapel last session BC 

15 18:30 Santa’s visit –see page 34  

15  Closing date for Community Café Grant Applications  

15/16 19:30 Heyford Singers: Christmas Concert NHVH 

January   

3 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

4 14:00 Community Living Rooms - Bugbrooke Chapel reopens BC 

8 14:00 WI - Quiz FC 

8 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

10 19:30 History Group - Talk about the Suffragettes. Zoom 

15 14:00 U3A - In Search of Amazing’ - John Hammons CC 

16 13:30 Community Living Rooms - Jubilee House reopens JH 

22 19:30 Flower Society - AGM and buffet supper NHVH 

26 19:00 Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme - Wine Tasting RC 

February 

5 14:00 WI - Tai Chi  FC 

7 19:00 Bowls Club AGM CC 
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