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Important Announcement Concerning the Future of 
Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
The Bugbrooke LINK Magazine has been going for nearly 40 years, providing the 
village with a high quality and informative free magazine. 

As for many businesses, charities, clubs and societies the last three years have 
presented us with challenges and we’re delighted to have been able to maintain 
production of LINK.  

This achievement has been down to the continued hard work of the committee 
and the financial support of our wonderful advertisers and all those who assist with 
the distribution and delivery to each household in Bugbrooke every two months. 

However things change over time and we are seeing two underlying trends that 
are cause for concern: the first trend is the decreasing volume of contributions from 
village residents and societies and the second, more recent, trend is the increasing 
cost of printing. 

One possible explanation for the first trend is the way in which information is 
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shared which is now, very obviously, different to when LINK was first produced in 
1983. The Chairman’s article has been used for some time to appeal for more 
contributions but there has not been a noticeable uplift and we frequently have fewer 
pages of copy than are required.  

All members of the committee have been involved with LINK for many years 
and we feel that without direct involvement and articles from the younger side of the 
village, the magazine will inevitably become less diverse and relevant and not be 
fully representative of Bugbrooke.  

The increasing cost of printing is less subjective with recent costs showing we 
are on course to spend up to £1500 more on printing in a year than we’re receiving 
from advertising revenue despite advertising rates being increased in September 
2021 and August 2022. We are reluctant to suggest increasing rates again and will 
require financial support to continue. 

We can assure our advertisers that, in making any decision on the future of 
LINK, we will have their interests in mind. We currently have sufficient resources to 
continue the magazine up to June 2024 so if necessary we can provide 12 months 
notice with the aim of ensuring that obligations are fulfilled regarding the adverts for 
which they have paid. 

As a committee we have discussed many aspects of the above points, including 
direction of the magazine and the succession of committee members, but have done 
so in isolation. 

Therefore, we have decided that there should be a wider discussion about the 
future of Bugbrooke LINK, followed by a decision at the AGM as to whether LINK is 
to continue and if it does in what form. 

So now it’s over to you please, to provide your ideas for assistance and support 
to enable the magazine to continue and hopefully flourish with younger people and a 
fresh approach. 

We have prepared a feedback form on page 43, that you can remove from this 
issue and return by email (photo after completion) to bugbrookelink@gmail.com or 
deliver by hand / post to any of the addresses shown for the “LINK” Management 
Committee on page 5, by Thursday 16 March 2023. 

The responses we get in the return of this form will give us a good indication of 
how much the village values LINK and wants it to continue and who is prepared to be 
involved in the production and distribution by coming on to the committee and taking 
over in due course. 

The deadline for responses is Thursday 16 March 2023 and we will review the 
feedback forms during April 2023 in advance of our Annual General Meeting on 
Thursday 11 May 2023 at 7.30pm.  

The venue details for the AGM will be included in the April 2023 LINK, once we 
have an idea of numbers of people likely to attend the meeting. 

At the AGM, with your input from the feedback forms, we intend to propose a 
way forward and all residents of Bugbrooke shall be entitled to attend and vote at the 
AGM. 
Prepared by Paul Cockcroft, Chairman, on behalf of the LINK Committee 
06 January 2023 

 
 

about:blank


8 

 



9 

 

 



10 

 



11 

 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
In the last article I mentioned the social activities that have been organised to keep 
us in touch during the long months when we can’t play bowls outdoors (with thanks 
to Chris, Ally, Dave and others). 

We had an amazing fund raising weekend at the end of November with a Quiz 
on the Friday evening and Christmas Fair Tombola and Jig-saw sale on Sunday 
afternoon. Thank you all for your amazing support with very generous money 
donations, raffle prizes, tombola prizes and joining in the fun. 

The Friday went really well and thanks went particularly to Simon and Spen for 
giving us a very good quiz and to the Football Club for hosting us, especially during 
an England football match! The funds raised from these events, including the 
barbeque at the end of the bowls season, totalled nearly £1000 which will help 
towards the cost of maintaining the mower that is used on the bowls green. 

Our Christmas get together was on the first Sunday of December and we had a 
fabulous Christmas Lunch at the Boat House Pub at Braunston. Many thanks to 
Andy for doing such a great job of organising all of this; the food, gifts and company 
was an excellent start to the festive season. 

Our social event at the Bakers Arms in November was well attended and we 
ended up playing pool and darts. The event in December had to be cancelled as the 
Bakers Arms was shut at short notice but next time we hope to add Cribbage to the 
activities (some of us have been practicing and it’s getting serious!). The dates for a 
chat and a drink are the last Thursday in January, February and March starting at 
7.30 pm. 

Another quiz is being planned for March and there will be a bowling club open 
day at the end of April (details will be provided in the April 2023 LINK and on the 
Bugbrooke Facebook page). 

A lot of work has been done alongside the Bowling Green in preparing the 
ground for additional facilities to improve the experience for members, visiting 
players and anyone who pops in to watch or have a go at bowls. If you’re interested 
about joining us this year please get in touch for a chat and an application form. 
Paul Cockcroft  01604 831688  

Bugbrooke History Group 
The Winter Walk was planned to take place on Saturday Jan. 7th at 10.30a.m. Until 
the problems of Covid we had an annual walk at this time of the year and have 
battled with whatever the weather had in store. By the time we arrived back for our 
seasonal refreshments our fingers and toes have often been frozen, but it has always 
been an enjoyable get together and there is always plenty to learn about the village 
from our guides. John Curtis has enlightened us on the origin of street names, Dave 
Hewitt has named the plants in the hedgerows, pointed out the ancient fishponds. 
Both John and Dave, having grown up in the village have much to tell about the 
characters who have lived here and the stories have been added to by other walkers 
with memories of the village years ago. This year we were fortunate to have John 
Perkins who has studied the history of Bugbrooke having taught history at Campion 
for several years. His knowledge of the importance of Bugbrooke, of its geographical 
location and its inhabitants, is second to none. He had planned a short walk to take 
in the site of the archaeological dig (several years ago by Warwick Museum) and 
several important buildings in the village. If rain (as forecast)  makes the walk outside 
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impossible we shall take shelter in the church and find out more about the history in a 
dryer atmosphere. The mulled wine etc. will no doubt be acceptable whether or not 
we walk round the church or the village. I might be able to report on this event before 
the LINK goes to press. 

Our second meeting of 2023 is on Zoom on Wednesday 11th January. Alan 
Robertshaw has been researching the Watermills of the Upper Nene and is ready to 
share his information. This promises to be a fascinating talk. The Heygates Mill is 
extremely important in the village and is on the same site as the original water mill. 

  I realise that you will be reading this when it is too late to enjoy the meeting. If 
you are interested to know sooner about what is going on in the History Group 
please send me details of how I can get news to you. The summer months will have 
meetings in the Community Centre. We are also members of the Northampton 
Heritage Society and therefore get news of what is going on in the county and 
opportunities to take part. 
Pat Kent secretary, tel 01604 830518,  e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 

P.S.  Yes, we did our Winter Walk and yes it rained, so the first half of the walk 
was inside the church where John told us about two very important rectors of 
Bugbrooke. They were important nationally. One, William Tresham is buried under 
the chancel, and another who is buried in Westminster Abbey. As John pointed out, 
even William Shakespeare isn’t buried in the Abbey. There is more, but I’ll save it for 
another time. The walk then progressed, braving the rain, stopping for the history of 
the schools and farms on the High Street and ending with promised refreshment at 
No1, High Street. 

Thank you John for an inspiring talk. Bugbrooke is not the insignificant village 
that many think it to be. 
Pat Kent 

about:blank
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Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club 
As I write this the Football Season is well on its way and our four Saturday adult 
sides are playing some very entertaining football. 

The first team sit Half Way in their division. The Reserves are in 4th position. 
The A team and B Team are in 3rd positions in their respective divisions. A very 
healthy start to the season. 

Our u18s play on a Thursday evening and are top of their league. At least half 
the team are just 16 years of age, so are showing a very good sign of maturity to be 
in this position. 

Full marks to all the managers and coaches for their efforts to make this 
happen. 

The ladies team play on a Sunday afternoon and are 2nd in their league, playing 
against some very strong opposition but are showing great team spirit and 
determination. The football they are playing is very entertaining, full marks to their 
manager Stuart White whose guidance is spot on. 

All our youth sides are performing well and we are very pleased to see two 
more new sides playing at the club, an u8s boys' team and an u10s Girls side which 
only cements our commitment to provide football for all. 

Improvements at the club are ongoing all the time and we have been working 
with the playing fields association to improve parking we are pleased to announce 
that we now have an extra 20 car parking spaces.  

A big thank you must go to Brian Curtis who led this on behalf of the football 
club. 

Another improvement that is seeing its fruition is the main pitch, after a summer 
of little or no rain the work that was done by our groundsman Dan Powell is now 
being shown to be a great asset to the club and the compliments of how well the 
pitch is looking and playing on is very nice to hear. 

On the Fundraising side the next Comedy Night is on Saturday 4th February and 
the headline act is Johnny Awesome who was a finalist on Britain’s Got Talent. 

Tickets are available from  
Kevin Gardner Mobile 07889288189 
Will Marriott Mobile 07794125750 
Tickets are selling well @£12.50 each  
Food will be available  
Also, a 50/50 raffle will take place  
Lastly I'd like to wish everyone a Happy New Year from  

Will Marriott  
President BSMFC 

Parish Council Report 
The play area next to the Primary School that was closed because of repeated 
vandalism has now been reopened for the enjoyment of Parishioners and their young 
children and I hope we can continue to keep it open in the future. We intend to 
operate a system in the near future where it is locked at dusk and opened at dawn. 

On Saturday 6th May this year King Charles the Third will be crowned and it is 
hoped the whole village will join in the celebration of this momentous event. A 
working party involving the PC and various other clubs/societies in the village will 
come together to organise this event. The event will be centred around the 
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Community Centre and the Football/Rugby club buildings with activities on the 
playing field. There will be refreshments, bands, entertainment, big screen and much 
more so please help make this a memorable day. Anyone that wants to be involved 
then please email the clerk: parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org. 

The warm rooms initiative started by the Council and continued by Jane Wood 
and her team will continue till March. Finance has been provided by a grant from 
WNC to allow this worthwhile initiative to continue and further details are available 
elsewhere in this issue on Facebook or on Village Noticeboards.  

The fast-growing Environmental Group continues to meet on the first 
Wednesday of every Month at the Community Centre at 7pm. Please feel free to 
come along and join in making Bugbrooke a more environmentally aware place to 
live and make a local contribution to the saving of our planet. 

The Parish Council managed to get the streetlight at bottom of Butts Hill 
replaced very quickly making the area safer at night, thanks to the resident for 
identifying the issue. While on the subject of lights, I must say how festive the village 
looked over the Christmas period and the effort so many people had made to 
illuminate their houses – thank you everyone. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

Nature Notes 
What a year 2022 has been! One that will go down in history for many reasons. Our 
world is changing faster than the speed of light. I guess every generation says the 
same and so I will avoid the temptation of talking of such things that have 
monopolised our national and world news during the past 12 months and speak only 
of the good times. 

Getting out in the countryside, and observing nature, can be a source of great 
solace during the dark winter days. Gives a sense of calm and keeps us in the 
moment, so we can get away from the hustle and bustle of our everyday lives. Even 
on these wet, dank days, it is good to get out for a while when possible and just be 
mindful and notice what is happening around you. During November the 
temperatures were unseasonably mild, so plants continued to grow as though it 
were still summer. Violets in the hedgerow couldn’t wait for the spring and flowered 
profusely. By mid-December, when the exceptionally low temperatures arrived, the 
contrast of temperatures was quite a shock for some plants (particularly late dahlias 
and succulents) and I fear that some garden plants will have suffered.  
        One little creature managed to put a smile on my face during the cold weather. I 
realised that an old visitor to the barn (or ancestor) is still a neighbour. While we 
were converting this place from barns, we realised a stoat was frequenting what was 
halfway to being a kitchen. The workmen had left an open bottle of milk on the work 
surface and they had knocked it over and were making good use of it. One ran 
across my husband's foot and didn’t seem at all bothered by us and stayed long 
enough for us to take a photograph. Obviously not expecting people in his territory 
and I felt really guilty that he would lose his home on completion. I’m unsure where 
he and his family are now finding shelter, but I saw him in the front garden and it 
gladdened my heart. 

We also have a large family of quails strutting about our neighbourhood. I must 
count them. The pheasants are also roosting in our cedars. I think our squirrels have 
moved on for now as I’ve not seen them in a while. The red kites are frequently 
overhead, there must be something they have their eye on. The Greater Spotted 
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Woodpeckers are here most of the time and the sunflower hearts are going down at 
a terrific rate of knots. 

As I write this on 1st January, I do feel a little overly optimistic to say spring is 
just around the corner, but by the time you read this, it will only be a month away. We 
can only hope that our coming season will be mild. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
If you have been along to one of the Community Living Room sessions, I hope you 
enjoyed it – most people seem to! In total the venues hosted about 160 visitors during 
November and over 170 in December. The numbers vary quite a bit across the 
sessions and we’d particularly like to see a few more people on Saturdays and 
Tuesdays. If you haven’t been yet, please do come in to say hello and have a cup of 
tea. 

In December we were lucky enough to have a visit from the Primary School 
choir to sing Christmas carols at the Chapel – the children gave a lovely performance 
which everyone thoroughly enjoyed.  We are looking forward to their next visit in 
early 2023.  We also received a box of refreshments and games from a family as part 
of their annual ‘reverse advent calendar’; I think everyone who met Sarah and Ruth 
was touched by their kindness and the story behind the project. They are on 
Facebook as @ourspecial24. 

This is the current timetable – any changes will be posted on Facebook and on 
village noticeboards. From January we are planning to hold a monthly Parish Council 
surgery at one of the sessions, details will be shared when confirmed. 

 

Thank you to the venues for hosting the Living Room and to all the volunteers 
who have helped by serving drinks and providing refreshments. 
Contact us on (janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) or Dave Clayson 
(dave.clayson@gmail.com or 07802333908), Catherine Griffiths at the Community 
Café, or Brian Britten (brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need 
transport or have any questions or comments. 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
Happy New Year from all of us at the Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group. 

As we look towards spring, many of us will be planning what we’re going to do 
in our gardens - it’s such a lovely time of the year with the promise of new life. 
Spending time outdoors and nurturing our outdoor space can be very positive for us, 
wildlife and the environment in general. As gardeners we can have a positive impact 
by choosing peat-free compost. Peat bogs are the UK’s answer to rainforests - and 

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-12:00 

Tuesday afternoon Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 1:00-5:00 

Saturday afternoon Sunday School Rooms 2:30-5:30 

about:blank
about:blank
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are one of our largest carbon sinks (that absorb the carbon we emit). But harvesting 
peat means that the bogs actually emit masses of carbon rather than help sequester 
it. Fortunately peat-containing composts will be phased out by 2024, but as with a lot 
of environmental policies, this is not happening soon enough. We can help 
accelerate that change by demanding peat-free products now. Not only in the 
composts we buy but also in the potted plants that we buy. 

This was firmly at the front of our minds when we were working on the patch of 
land between Smitherway and Shepherd’s Walk - we bought the plants and seeds 
from Blisworth Wildflower Nursery who only use peat-free compost. The plot has 
been planted up now and will be mown once or twice a year. Thank you to everyone 
who helped with this work. 

The village litter pick will have taken place by the time you read this - hopefully 
you will have seen updates on the Facebook page and the number of bags collected 
will be shared in the next issue of the LINK. 

Planting on the areas of mown grass along Johns Road is to be discussed with 
the Highways Agency, who are responsible for these areas. Look out for updates in 
subsequent issues. 

Another of our objectives is to help residents travel within and between local 
villages using low carbon transport, or active travel. The current poor state of the 
shared cycle/pedestrian path on the road between Bugbrooke and Kislingbury 
means that some cyclists cannot use it without risking damage to wheels. A request 
has been made to ask the Highways department at West Northamptonshire Council 
to consider resurfacing the path. At the time of writing we are still awaiting a 
response to that request. 

BEWG have been out and about in the village - it was lovely to see so many of 
you at the church for the Christmas Craft Fair. We also helped out at a session with 
Bugbrooke Guides. Look out for us at future village events, and please get in touch if 
you’d like us to come and talk to your group. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 1 March at the Community Centre. In the 
meantime you can follow us on Facebook or contact us via email for updates, and we 
leave you with three easy eco-actions you can take right now: 

Reduce energy use in your garden – mow less frequently (which is also better 
for the wildlife), reduce the time that outdoor lights are on (nighttime lights can also 
have a detrimental effect on nocturnal wildlife) 

Buy less ‘stuff’ – borrow garden tools, look for second-hand pots, grow from 
seed or cuttings (or buy from friends and neighbours who do - the Community Cafe 
sell a nice selection of plants at very good prices) 

Make your garden a wildlife haven – resist the temptation to be too tidy, and 
leave the dandelions as they come through until June - these are a vital source of 
early nectar for our pollinators 
C la re  S la te r  ( c la re s la te r .bpc@gma i l . com )  and  Jane  Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com), Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Bugbrooke WI 
February, let’s hope Spring is well on the way and the nights beginning to draw out. 
Since I last wrote we braved the ice and snow to have a lovely Christmas lunch at 
The Old Dairy Farm and seven of our members attended a willow weaving workshop 
in Daventry, which I am told was hard work but enjoyable. Those attending were 
proud of their achievements. 

about:blank
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By the time you read this we will have had our January and February meetings 
and are now looking forward to March when we have a meeting entitled “Cocktail 
Shaker Boys”. This sounds intriguing and we will learn about the history of cocktails 
and how to make them; and apparently tasters will be supplied! 

The rest of our programme for this year is still at the planning stage but we will 
post notices throughout the village nearer the dates. 

All are welcome to our meetings although there is a small charge for visitors. 
For more information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 
ADVANCE NOTICE 

Bugbrooke WI will be holding a fashion show in the Community Centre on the 
17th March where there will be new clothes from favourite high street brands as well 
as French and Italian boutiques. Prices will be 30% to 50% off the in-store RRP as 
standard and even greater reductions on selected items. 
Best wishes 
Brenda Astell  

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Back on the 19th November we held our first ever craft fair in the Church. It was a 
great success. The Church became a hive of activity: in the morning the stallholders 
set up their stalls (colourful and mostly Christmas themed); in the afternoon the 
people came — a fulsome stream of villagers (and a few from further afield) buying 
gifts and raffle tickets, and enjoying tea and cake from the servery. What a happy 
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atmosphere it was, and what a way for people to appreciate our beautiful village 
church. We made a healthy profit too - just over £600 for our funds. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed to bringing the event about and making it so successful. It 
was a team effort but I’ll make a special mention of Teresa Garlick, our organiser in 
chief for the occasion, and also Jane Causebrook who did our “Made in Bugbrooke” 
stall, and Jean Marshall who took charge of the catering. 

Just under a fortnight later, on 2nd December, we were in the more familiar 
territory of our annual wine tasting. This we held in the Community Centre (not a 
suitable event for the Church, as I am sure all who came will agree). It was a great 
evening. Special thanks to Brian Berwick, who hosted the occasion for us and kept 
us all entertained. Thanks also to everyone else who helped make the evening a 
success, seeing to the refreshments; organising the raffle, pouring the wine etc. And 
thanks to everyone who supported us by buying tickets, and coming along on a cold 
winter night, to make the evening so enjoyable. 

The event made us a further £530 for our funds. 
Just a reminder that we are a charity whose purpose is to raise funds to keep 

the village’s historic church in repair. There is no need to be a church goer to 
become a member. Membership costs just £5 a year per person. Anyone interested 
in becoming a member can contact me (tel 01604 830933) or our treasurer Tony 
Pace (tel 01604 832516). 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice 
Renovations: 
December started with a boom, as 
we busily prepared for our renovation 
project.  Desks were taken apart, 
notice boards removed from walls 
and staff had a chance to show off 
their DIY skills as we cleared the 
Admin, Reception and Dispensary 
area ready for the builders.  We 
decamped and moved staff to 
different parts of the building and 
relocated reception to the Fire Exit, 
which was manned by the 
Administration Team.  We braved 
ice, rain and wind to make sure our 
Practice stayed open and our 
Clinicians could still see our patients. 
We would like to thank our patients 
for their patience as we carried out 
this transition.  Our staff were 
amazing dealing with the dirt, grime, 
noise and being relocated to other 
parts of the building. 

We have received some lovely 
comments about how clean and 
welcoming the building looks now. 
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Enhanced Access Services 
We have been able to offer Enhanced Access Services for our patients since 
November this is to enable our patients to receive out of hours care at Highfields 
House, Cliftonville.  The hours of service here are 6:30pm to 9:30pm Monday to 
Friday and Saturday and Sunday morning.  Please make the use of these 
appointments if they are offered to you during our busy times or if they suit your 
needs. 
Travel Vaccinations 
We will no longer be offering Travel Vaccination advice as part of our service.  This is 
a very time consuming exercise and takes away valuable appointment time.  If you 
need to have vaccinations for your holiday please use the forms on these sites, 
contact the Surgery, making sure you let us know which vaccines you will require. 

Travel Health Pro (travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries) 
NHS Fit for Travel  (NHS: fitfortravel.nhs.uk/destinations) 
Please see our website for full details. 

Meet Dr. Emily Pontin 
Dr Pontin has joined us as part of her training.  She is a qualified Doctor, who often 
works in Northampton A & E. She is hoping to specialise in Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology (Women’s Health).  Her interests include Badminton and exploring the 
outdoors.  We very much look forward to working with Dr Pontin for the next three 
months. 
Temporary Residence/Registrations 
If you have the need to register personally with us as a temporary patient, or have 
someone staying with you who needs medical help, please be aware that we are 
very happy to help you with this.  However, you will not be offered an appointment 
straight away, as this takes at least 48 hours to arrange.  We are not able to make 
referrals to other services for temporary patients. 
Trainees 
We will be joined by two trainee Medical Students on a Tuesday starting with us on 
24th January who may be in your consultations, to observe our Clinicians, or to be 
supervised as they carry out their own consultations.  Please do let the Clinician 
know if you would prefer not to have the students in with you.  Their names are Dr. 
Bryony Moore and Dr. Chole Plater.   
Staff Christmas Jumper Day and Raffle 
We raised £100 in donations from our staff, all monies were donated to The 
Community Café to build on the great work they already carry out.  We would like to 
thank The Beauty Works, Bell Plantation for their very generous donation of two hair 
vouchers. 
A message from our PPG Group 
Recently the Patients Participation Group (PPG) was reformed for Bugbrooke 
surgery. This is an independent group and its aims are to form a communication link 
between the Surgery and its patients. Members are drawn from the various villages 
around Bugbrooke which use the surgery and include members of various Parish 
Councils as well as members of the public. We have held three meetings to date 
which occur at about six weekly intervals and we have concentrated on getting the 
messages out into the Community as to what is happening at the Surgery. The 
majority of this messaging is done via social media as this is the quickest and easily 
accessible method. A good example is the recent building changes that happened 
and avoiding as little disruption as possible. We are a two way sounding board, both 
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for ideas from the practice and also from patients. Alongside the surgery team we 
hope to enhance the patients’ experience when visiting. If you have any feedback or 
wish to be involved in the Group then please contact Maddeline Langthorne at the 
surgery. 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Happy New Year to everyone from Bugbrooke Cricket Club. 2023 promises to be 
another year of success and growth at The Doc White Pavilion. The eagle eyed 
amongst you will have spotted our ongoing extension works to the pavilion. At the 
time of writing we are currently preparing to install a new kitchen within the 
extension. This is the first phase in a series of works we have planned for the 
building, which are all being completed to allow us to improve the experience we 
provide to our players, members and guests. We have been able to draw upon the 
support of both the West Northants County Council and the ECB in obtaining grants 
that have provided invaluable funding towards out project. We are very proud to have 
obtained these funds and believe it is a real show of support and validation for the 
hard work that takes place at the club behind the scenes. Our thanks go out to the 
funding bodies and also to all those who have provided help to us with their valuable 
time and skills, without their support none of this would be possible. 

 Once we have the new kitchen in operation, we are then able to open up the 
bar and social area itself by removing the old kitchen, internal walls and pillars. This 
will provide us with a significantly larger space more suited to hosting club events. 

 On the cricketing front there has been a changing of the guard with Mark 
Cooper (1st XI) and Dan Starmer (2nd XI) both stepping down from their roles. Our 
thanks go out to Mark and Dan for their hard work in recent seasons. Mark joined the 
club in 2019 shortly after our merger with St Michaels 74 had been completed, and 
he rather swiftly found himself burdened with innumerable responsibilities, both on 
and off the field. He brought the club success in his time as captain as the 1st XI won 
the League in his first year in charge and won the League Cup in 2020. Our new 1st 
XI captain is George Briddon, George has come through the fabled Graham Derby 
Academy and has been captaining our Sunday XI in recent years, he will no doubt 
bring some youthful enthusiasm to the role and the phrase ‘Bridball’ has already 
been coined. Our new 2nd XI captain is Ben Packman, Ben has been part of cricket 
in Bugbrooke for many years and will bring his experience and ‘fiery’ on field persona 
to get the best out of his side. In the 3rd XI I am continuing as captain and hope to 
continue the work we started this season which saw us establish a pathway between 
our youth training and senior cricket. 

 Our indoor winter nets will start up in February (Date TBC) at Duston School, 
sessions last for 90 minutes and cost £5, they are open to all ages and abilities and 
are a great way to socialise and get back into the swing of things before the season 
starts. 

 We have a number of events planned for this coming year, our main date on 
the social calendar is the weekend of July 15th./16th when we are planning to host a 
Festival of Cricket Weekend. Planning is at an early stage but we will be welcoming 
Jordan Capel, son of the late David, to the Doc White for a charity match on the 
Saturday in aid of The Brain Tumour Charity. On the Sunday we are in discussions 
with the Northamptonshire County Cricket Club to host a Girls and Women’s Softball 
festival, this will be a great opportunity to get into a bat and ball sport without having 
to commit to the cost of cricket equipment. Across the weekend we will also be 
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aiming to host a mini beer festival and will be providing food and drink at various 
times. More will be announced in the coming months. 

 On one of the May bank holiday weekends we will also once again be hosting 
the Francis-Spruels Memorial match, this has been supremely well attended the last 
two years and it has been fantastic to see so much support shown from those in the 
village. The date of this will be confirmed once we have a better idea of how the 
King’s Coronation will impact our cricket fixtures. 

 We are also planning an ambitious tour to Austria (yes Austria, not Australia!) in 
September, we will be hosted by Velden CC who in previous years have welcomed 
the MCC and have seen the likes of Shane Warne play there. 

 Finally, this season we are seeking sponsors for the club, we are offering both 
match day and season long sponsorship packages which offer various levels of 
promotion costing from £50 to £200. We are a growing club with a great reputation 
within the village and the Northamptonshire Cricket Community and we would love to 
work with you for our mutual benefit, please do get in touch if this is something you 
would be interested in. More information can be found on our social media pages. 
James Culverhouse  
Club Secretary – James Culverhouse, 07999 420376, jculv29@gmail.com     
Peter White (President), 50 High St, Bugbrooke, 01604 830452 
p.g.white@btinternet.com.  
Club email: bugbrookecc@gmail.com 
www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com 
Find us on social media - facebook/twitter/instagram @bugbrookecc 

The Wednesday Club 
During November we enjoyed a demonstration of chocolate making  with samples to 
taste, and super boxes of hand made chocolates to buy as Christmas gifts. In 
December we had a lovely trip to Jeyes at Earls Barton for lunch and shopping. We 
finished the year with our Christmas dinner  followed by lively entertainment from The 
Danetree Ukulele Orchestra who had us singing along to some well known Christmas 
songs. 

We commence our new year on February 1st with a normal meeting followed on 
February 15

th
 with our A.G.M. when our calendar of meetings and events for 2023 

should be taking shape. 
We meet every two weeks in the Sunday School rooms from 2 to 4 p.m. and new 

members are always welcome.  Transport within the village can be provided if needed 
for a small charge  If you would like more information please contact Linda on 01604 
831219 or Shirley on 01604 830671  

Poppy Appeal 2022 
2022 was a special year as the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal celebrated a 
century of collecting. The Legion and I would very much like to thank every person 
who gave to this year’s appeal. We also wish to salute the Parish Council, who 
purchased a wreath again, we thank them for their generosity and support. Also local 
shops, public houses and other outlets in the village including Pantry Door, Badger’s 
Café, Harben and both Schools put out boxes and collection tins. A special thank you 
also goes to the staff and generous customers of the Petshop, who performed 
superbly again this year. Sadly, the Legion limited the number of pin badges to 
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villages this year and though all pins distributed were sold for the first time ever, this 
year, we could, with hindsight, have sold many more. The final sum raised by these 
outlets for the village of Bugbrooke, was £798.06, which was good though below last 
year’s total of £931.05. We appreciate the cost of living crisis has been a challenge 
to all charities in 2022. 

This total though does not include those kind people who went online or those 
who gave to the Church collection for the R.B.L. on Remembrance Sunday (13th 
November) at Bugbrooke Parish Church or those in the village who had their own 
initiatives to raise funds for the R.B.L. The Royal British Legion wishes to thank 
everyone as it celebrates one hundred years of collecting to help those involved, 
injured or bereaved by the effects of war. 
John Perkins (Poppy Appeal Organiser) 

PRIME MINISTERS           SQUARE DANCING 
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Open drains running into the brook at Bugbrooke 
Stan Clark has pointed out that it is just 70 years since sewers were built to take 
effluent to the new treatment plant off the Heyford Road.  This is his memories of 
those times. 
 
The Weald Pits Field, (or Wheel Pits field as it is known in Bugbrooke), was a place 
we had been taken to in our early infancy during the very early 1940s, this was to 
have a paddle in the Oar Stone Brook, especially during any hot summer months. 
The most popular paddling  area  was next to a wooden foot bridge that carried a foot 
path over the very shallow part of the stream, that was  at the bottom end of the field, 
folk from the village thought that paddling well upstream from the village was a lot 
healthier than entering the stream further down within the village, (it was nicknamed 
Bugbrooke’s Riviera) as dozens of families would congregate next to the brook dur-
ing the warm summer months. 

Digressing as to the reason why village folk bathed up stream of the village: 
At one time, a Baptist Minister used to Baptize people downstream of the vil-

lage, in an area that had a nickname of Dipper Close, many of those that were Bap-
tized in this part of the stream were to be taken very ill with certain types of water 
born diseases, with some losing their lives from one very virulent form of virus, 
whether it was Cholera or Typhoid one  would have to check up on medical records. 
Hence the Baptist Priest being stopped from Baptizing folk in the stream that was 
downstream from the village. When a brand new Baptist Chapel was built in Bug-
brooke High Street in 1808, a purpose built Baptism Pool was constructed within the 
Chapel for  hygiene reasons etc. 

For upstream from the area where the early baptisms took place in Dippers 
Close,  there were many open ditches and drains that  ran into the stream,  carrying 
all sorts of detritus and effluent etc, especially during the periods in time when they 
dipped sheep in Captains Close. 

Upstream next to the Bridge in Church Lane, ran two open drains one that took 
effluent from the Lower High Street, including where the Coop shop once stood, 
when one of the Elliot family lived in the house next to the Coop Shop, they had an 
abattoir, all the effluent would have run into this drain, that led into a open ditch next 
to Orchard House in Church Lane. 

The other drain that  ran from the Church and Five Bells Public House area, 
where at one time was another  abattoir that  stood in front of the Five Bells, of what 
also  produced lots of contaminated water and other types of effluent,  such as blood 
from animals etc, that ran into this drain come open sewer. 

At the point to where all these drains ran into the stream, was lots of black 
smelly mud along with curtains of grey matter streaking out from wherever it was 
attached. 

Between Church Lane Bridge, and the next Bridge upstream, Little Lane (Ace 
Lane) footpath was an open drain that took effluent from the mid area of Bugbrooke 
High Street and Gilkes Yard. 

Next to the Bridge in Little Lane (Ace) was another large brick built culvert that 
took effluent from parts of upper High Street such as the area of the Bakers Arms 
Pubic House, the  Chapel, house next to Elm Tree bank and Coop yard, as well as 
from Thomas Colling’s Abattoir and Butcher shop,  that produced lots of undesirable 
effluent. 

The next area was Big Lane or Great Lane Bridge in the West End of Bug-
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brooke there was one large brick built culvert that ran into the stream next to the 
Bridge for the West End of the village, and upstream from the bridge by a few yards 
ran a open ditch from Browns and Moore’s Farm yards as well as from the houses in 
this area. 

Top side of the now Bugbrooke Cricket Field up stream, was another open ditch 
that took effluent from upper High Street and the bottom of Camp Hill area, including 
Camp Farm, Harry Lovell’s Abattoir and butcher shop, it ran into the brook to the 
boundary of the Weald Pits Field, the stench that came from these culverts and open 
ditches in the summer months took some stomaching. 

All these open ditches were still passing all sorts of effluents into the brook right 
throughout the village right up until the early 1950s, it was not until a firm by the 
name of Millards came to Bugbrooke, and laid a completely new sewerage system 
right throughout the village, to take all the sewerage to a sewer plant downstream 
near to the village of Heyford, that was completed and up and running by 1952-3. 
Stan. 

 
 

Dave Hewitt asks in anyone can identify someone on this picture taken around 1952.  
It was a village outing to the New Theatre at the top of Abington Street now the Old 
Savoy. 
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LINK received this sad Email from Hattie Nisbet 
Good afternoon, sad to report that I have just witnessed two teenage boys smashing 
a window in the bus stop. I was walking home with my dog and saw them enter the 
bus stop, one come out to collect a large stick then I heard smashing glass. I shouted 
for them to stop as I was on the other side of the road. They waited until they thought 
I had gone then continued on breaking the glass.  I crossed over and approached the 
bus stop and asked them what on earth they were doing, they said it was already 
broken, not true I'm afraid. I asked them why did they think they had the right to ruin 
something so nice in our village? What a shame it is that we can't have something 
nice without it being smashed for someone's amusement. I told them them to go and 
find something constructive to do. I'm sure (I hope) their parents would be disgusted 
if they knew what their children were doing. 
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Services and Events at  
St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, 

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

Sunday Service  9:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular events 

Monday   Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’      10am to 12 noon 

   Bellringing Practice (temporarily on hold)  8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday   Church open for private prayer       10am to 11am 

Thursday   Family Morning in the Church Rooms       9am to 11am  

   - a time for parents and tots -Term time only                                              

 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a 

brief message and your telephone number, and a member of the 

team will get back to you. 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  

bugbrookechurch.co.uk 
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Feedback Form Relating to the Future of Bugbrooke 
LINK Magazine 

Name   

Address   

Telephone Number   

Email Address   

Question 1 
Do you read the LINK when you 
get it? 

 

Question 2 
Do you enjoy the LINK in its 
present form? 

  

Question 3 
Would you read LINK if it was 
only published on the LINK 
website and through Face-
book? 

  

Question 4 
If you do not enjoy LINK how 
can we improve it for you? 

  

Question 5 
Would you be prepared to get 
more involved with LINK pro-
duction and distribution? 

  

Question 6 
Do you intend to come to the 
AGM on Thursday 11 May 2023 
at 7.30 pm (venue to be de-
cided in April) to give your 
views on the LINK’s future? 

  

Comments 

  

Please return this Feedback Form by Thursday 16 March 2023 by email to  

bugbrookelink@gmail.com or deliver / post to any of the addresses shown for 

the “LINK” Management Committee on page 5 of the magazine 

about:blank
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Diary   

February   

1 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

1 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

4  Football Club - Comedy Night FC 

6 14:00 WI - Quiz FC 

13 19:30 Parish Council CC 

14 10:30 Culture Club SS 

15 14:00 Wednesday Club - AGM SS 

20 14:00 U3A CC 

24 18:00 Bugbrooke Youth Exchange - Race Night (family event)  FC 

27 19:30 Flower Society NHVH 

March   

1 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

1 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

4  Bugbrooke Youth Exchange - Live Band FC 

6 19:30 WI - Cocktail Shaker Boys  FC 

8 19:30 History Group via Zoom  

13 19:30 Parish Council CC 

14 10:30 Culture Club SS 

15 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

17 TBA WI - Fashion Show CC 

20 14:00 U3A CC 

27 19:30 Flower Society NHVH 

29 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

   

Community Living Rooms: 

Monday: 10:00-12:00 - Bugbrooke Church Tuesday: 13:30-17:00 - Jubilee House 

Thursday: 13:00-17:00 - Bugbrooke Chapel Saturday: 14:30-17:30 - Sunday School  

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

CC - Community Centre FC - Football Club  
NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall SS - Sunday School 
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