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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 240), June 2023 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
The Village Event to celebrate the King Charles III Coronation 
has been months in the planning and has a hugely impressive 
Programme of Events. I hope that everyone involved in the 
preparation and attendance over the special weekend had a memorable and fun 
time. 

In this issue we have news from sports clubs, the Environmental Working 
Group, the Parish Council, History Group and others. Please use this magazine to 
inform the village and promote your activities and abilities, whether that’s writing, 
artwork or physical talents. 

The LINK AGM was held in May at the Community Centre so that we could 
ensure that anyone with an interest in the running of the magazine could attend. I 
summarised the feedback and discussed the future of LINK and proposed a way 
forward, which essentially is that new people join the current committee and 
contribute fresh ideas and skills. 

In the context of our discussion about the future of LINK I am really pleased to 
see us get to the fortieth anniversary with this Issue 240 of your bi-monthly village 
magazine. It’s great to be able to look back through the box of printed magazines to 
see how content, advertising and production has changed.  

The colour cover pages were introduced in December 2007 and for the 
following six Christmas issues, primarily to show off the cover illustrations and also to 
give some of our advertisers more scope for their adverts. All of the magazine covers 
have been in colour from the end of 2013, and along with the regular 4 centre pages 
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in colour have been used to great effect for photos of village scenes, activities and 
people in Bugbrooke. 

I wonder how many people have a full set of printed magazines, remembering 
of course that Issue 222 from June 2020 was published but not printed due to 
concerns about delivery during the early part of the Covid pandemic and lockdown. 
Y o u may 
n o t 
know, b u t 
a l l 

copies of LINK are available to view at the bugbrookelink.co.uk website, including the 
Issue 222. 

  

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held at Bugbrooke Community Centre on the 24th 
April 2023 and was a community event for clubs and societies in the village. It was a 
great opportunity for clubs to attract new members and show off what they do and 
many did with the room full of participants. It was a great initiative from our clerk and 
was certainly a great improvement on the former style of annual meeting. 

As I write this report, we are getting very near to Coronation Day and what 
promises to be a large celebration in the village. This event has been supported by 
the Parish Council but the real work has been done by the committee formed to 

Page 1 of the first ever Bugbrooke LINK magazine 
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deliver this celebration, congratulations to everyone involved. 
Planning permission for 52 new dwellings with associated open spaces, roads 

and drainage infrastructure - Land South of The Wharf, Bugbrooke, went before the 
planning inspectorate at a one-day hearing at the Forum, Towcester recently. I 
attended in person along with our Ward Councillor, Adam Brown, and we gave verbal 
statements and input at the hearing. It was a good debate and I am pleased to say 
that the Inspector ruled in our favour and the appeal was refused. 

I have to report, sadly, that the children’s play area near to the primary school 
has yet again been vandalised and hence the reason it is currently locked much to 
the disappointment of parents and children I am sure. We are currently looking at the 
long-term future of this important facility. 

On behalf of the Parish Council I recently attended the Institution Service to 
formally welcome our new vicar, Reverend Nic Edwards. He and his family have 
come to Bugbrooke from Moulton and it is great to have a new incumbent and I wish 
him all the best here with us. 

At the March meeting LINK came to present their current financial position and 
seek possible help from us. With the increase in cost of printing and loss of some 
advertisers they are finding it hard to survive. This publication plays a big part in the 
village and is delivered to every door so spreading the local 
news and events. The council decided that we should 
make a financial contribution to LINK so this essential 
service is maintained in its current form. 
Phil Bignell, Chairman 
 

Introducing the new Rector  

We have had such a lovely welcome to the benefice. Thank 
you! 

We’re looking forward to getting to know everyone in 
Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe, as 
well as serving God and the local communities.  

Should you like to know a little bit more about me, 
here’s a very short biography. 

I’m originally from the East Midlands. Born in Stamford, Lincolnshire, I lived 
there until I left home for university at 18, having just become a Christian.  

After university I worked for a church near London for two years. It was there 
that I met my future wife, Becca. We married after I trained as a teacher. I worked in 
education until I moved to Oxford to train for ministry. 

We have three daughters (all 4 and under) and love getting out in the 
countryside, music, gardening and eating good food.  

Please do say hello if you see us wandering around getting our bearings (if 
you’d like to)!  
Revd Nic Edwards, Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe   
 

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-12:00 

Tuesday afternoon Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Alternate Thursday afternoons Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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Bugbrooke Community Living Room   
We’re really pleased that despite the weather slowly getting warmer, the number of 
people attending the Community Living Room sessions hasn’t dropped. So if you 
haven’t given it a try yet, please do pop in one day. 

A reminder that this is the current timetable:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Chapel days for each month and any changes to this timetable will be 

posted on Facebook and on village noticeboards. 
Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901 775639), or Brian Britten 

(brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have any 
questions or comments. 
Jane Wood 
 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  

“Urgent climate action can secure a liveable future for all” was the headline of the 
press release around the latest report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, which is the United Nations body for assessing the science related to 
climate change. Reading beyond the headline, it is clear that we are rapidly running 
out of time to ensure that our children and grandchildren and their families can live in 
a secure and safe environment like we have been used to. Here is an excerpt from 
that press release: 

“More than a century of burning fossil fuels as well as unequal and 
unsustainable energy and land use has led to global warming of 1.1°C above pre-
industrial levels. This has resulted in more frequent and more intense extreme 
weather events that have caused increasingly dangerous impacts on nature and 
people in every region of the world. Every increment of warming results in rapidly 
escalating hazards. More intense heatwaves, heavier rainfall and other weather 
extremes further increase risks for human health and ecosystems. In every region, 
people are dying from extreme heat. Climate-driven food and water insecurity is 
expected to increase with increased warming. When the risks combine with other 
adverse events, such as pandemics or conflicts, they become even more difficult to 
manage.” 

It sounds scary, but the report went on to underline that we already have the 
means to implement the drastic cuts to carbon emissions that are needed now – we 
just need global political will to implement them to the extent that’s needed. 

As part of our local efforts to help avoid the worst effects of climate change, 
we are proud to announce that Bugbrooke Parish Council has declared a Climate 
and Ecological Emergency. This means it commits to do everything within its power 
(subject to its scope and financial constraints) to: 

1. Eliminate carbon emissions resulting from its own operations by 2030 
2. Encourage and work with local residents, organisations and businesses to 

reduce their own carbon emissions 
3. Take action in collaboration with local residents, organisations and 
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businesses to protect the natural environment and promote ecosystem 
recovery 

4. Take action to protect our village and community from the adverse effects 
of climate change, including increasing frequency and severity of extreme 
weather events 

Many other parish and town councils have taken similar measures, so it is 
great that we are now part of this effort. Now that we have the declaration in place 
we’ll be working with the Parish Council to establish a tangible plan for how 
emissions will be reduced and ecosystems will be nurtured. 

In other news, we had a very successful recycling day at the end of April, so 
thank you to all of you who made generous donations for the Air Ambulance. Your 
donations of electronics, clothes, shoes, toys and bric-a-brac will be distributed 
around local Air Ambulance shops and boutiques, Children’s Air Ambulance shops or 
sold online to raise essential funds for this vital service. 

Another campaign we have in the pipeline is to help to improve our local air 
quality by raising awareness of the dangers of idling engines. Air pollution is linked to 
lots of health conditions including lung and heart disease, stroke and cancer. 
Children walking or in a pushchair are often at the same height as exhaust fumes 
from a stationary vehicle and, as they are still growing and developing, they are at 
particular risk from the impacts of air pollution. Of course, as well as the direct effects 
on our health, idling engines are also contributing to climate change. Look out for 
further details of our campaign over the next few weeks and months. 

A reminder that our meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month; 
the June meeting will be Wednesday 7th June and the July meeting will be on 
Wednesday 5th July at the Community Centre. In the meantime you can follow us on 
Facebook or contact us via email for updates. 
Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com), Jane Wood (janewood.bpc@gmail.com) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental  
 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club  

Our 2023 season is now underway with all three of our Saturday sides having started 
their Northamptonshire Cricket League campaigns. 

After narrowly missing out on promotion on the final game last year, our first 
team will be looking to go one better in Division 6, with the seconds and thirds hoping 
for strong seasons in Division 10 and 13 respectively. 

We have three new captains taking charge, with George Briddon taking over 
the 1s after four years’ service from Mark Cooper, whilst Ben Packman is the new 
man leading the 2s and Tom Clark completes the trio for the 3s. 

As well as a full league fixture list, the first team will also be taking part in the 
NCL T20 cup, which has a new group stage format this season, with 4 fixtures on 
Tuesday nights starting from June 20. We also have a packed Sunday schedule of 
friendlies.  

Details of all our fixtures and results can be found on our 
website, Bugbrooke.play-cricket.com. We are always welcoming new players, if 
you’d be interested in joining us, senior training is on a Tuesday evening at the club 
from 6:30pm, with all welcome, or get in touch with us. 

Junior cricket gets underway from Friday May 19th, and we are excited to be 
launching the ECB Dynamos program for the first time, for children aged between 8 
and 11, alongside the popular All Stars cricket for ages 5-8. Parents can sign up for 
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both courses at ecb.clubspark.uk and searching Bugbrooke.  
We also run session for older children, also taking place on a Friday night 

from 6:15pm, whilst the pavilion, along with the bar, is open for parents who wish to 
stay and watch. 

The winter has seen further investment at the club, we have a new kitchen 
extension on the pavilion, with further refurbishments to follow during the upcoming 
12 months. We are always looking for support to make our club the best it can be, 
and sponsorship packages are available, please get in touch for more information. 

We have a special weekend planned in July with a Charity match in memory 
of former England and Northamptonshire all-rounder David Capel, a former 
Bugbrooke resident, on July 15th and the following day we host a Women’s softball 
cricket festival. 

Our popular last Friday of the month social events return for another year, and 
more events are planned throughout the summer and the bar will be regularly open 
during and after matchdays (weather permitting!). Please feel free to come down and 
join us for a drink and hopefully some sun for what we hope will be a fantastic 
summer ahead. 

Further details of these, and for all other goings on at the club, please follow 
us on social media, on Facebook/twitter/Instagram @BugbrookeCC whilst you can 
also contact us on bugbrookecc@gmail.com. 
Club President - Peter White, 50 High Street, Bugbrooke, 01604 830452, 
p . g . w h i t e @ b t i n t e r n e t . c o m .  
Secretary – Tom Clark, 07899 830100, Tomwhclark@hotmail.com 
 

Bugbrooke St Michaels Football Club  

As I write this the football season is all but over. Congratulations to Dale Walton in 
his first season in charge of our first team, as most of his squad he has played have 
come through our youth policy. They finished their season in mid-table, a very 
respectable position, in the UCL Premier South Division.  

Our reserves will finish in either 2nd or 3rd place in their league. The A and B 
sides have done very well and have given numerous chances to our young players 
coming through the youth policy to play against adults. 

The U18s who play on Thursday nights under the floodlights in the 
Northamptonshire Senior Youth League have done really well as a lot of their players 
have been playing a year above their age. They have been led by Captain Ronnie 
Gibbon, a young village lad who has a bright future, also another young village lad 
Carter Oakes has shown great promise and another youngster from the village, Billy 
Panther (Goalkeeper) - one to watch out for. These three have progressed to play in 
adult football for our Reserve A and B sides which only cements the importance of 
our youth policy. 

Our ladies side have grown from strength to strength and are in two cup finals 
yet to be played and we wish them all the very best. 

Our youth teams have set a very high standard and we are so grateful to all 
the hard work that is put into running these sides. A number have either won their 
leagues or are in cup finals. 

Also, I’d like to thank our U10 Manager, Ian Marriott, who along with Chris 
Walton started up the mini Badgers age group 4 and 5 year olds who train every 
Saturday morning at the club. It is so good to see the future of our club in safe hands. 

Next season sees the club enter a girls U11 team and I’m so proud to see this 
happen and a big thanks to Steph Nash for coaching the young girls every Saturday 
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morning.  
Off the pitch the clubhouse has been in full swing due to the professional way 

our club steward, Tyler Reeve, has handled everything. Nothing is too much trouble 
for him and along with his staff the club is open a lot more. Saturday mornings are 
just one example; it’s so lovely to see the parents and the teams using the facilities 
the club have to offer.  

The Club will be doing all they can to help the King’s Coronation celebrations 
run as smoothly as possible and a massive thanks go to Tyler Reeves for all his hard 
work in organising the club’s involvement. I’m sure the weekend will be something 
special and many memories will be made. 

On the 26th May till 2nd June the club will be taking our U10s Blue and two of 
our clubs U13 teams on tour to our friends in Vöhl, Germany. The tour is being 
organised by Reggie Reeve and his son Tyler, along with helpers Nikki Evans, Jane 
Causebrook, Matt & Rachel O’Neill who along with Reggie and Tyler have been to 
Vöhl a number of times. The team managers U10s Ian Marriott, U13s Ryan Nash 
and Nick Inwood will be hoping for some strong opposition and the results going their  
way as they will be playing against some very good German teams. 

Lastly, I’d like to thank our Chairman Kev Gardener and his committee for all 
their hard work in keeping the club progressing in the right direction.  
Will Marriott, President Bugbrooke St Michaels FC   

Bugbrooke Bowls Club  

Bowls in one format or another has been played for many centuries; in fact, 
Southampton Old Bowling Green is the world's oldest surviving bowling green and 
was first used in 1299! The idea of the sport is to roll a bowl along and get it to stop 
as near to the object ball (jack) as possible – at the most basic level it really is as 
simple as that.  

Bowls is played by men and women from early teens to over 90 and it is 
remarkable that youngsters could be competing with their grandparents with no 
concessions on either side – it really is a sport for all. There are of course rules and 
sporting etiquette as well as a dress code, which is much less formal than it was, but 
none of these get in the way of a most enjoyable afternoon or evening. The social 
side of getting together with the team can be just as much fun as the game; you 
would certainly be made most welcome at our small and friendly club and given the 
chance to play. 

When you first come along to try, you must have flat soled shoes with no tread 
to minimise damage to the green – other than that we can provide spare bowls, 
instruction and encouragement. You can learn about the other aspects once you 
decide to keep coming. 

Non-members are most welcome to attend our Tuesday evening social 
sessions from 6:15pm May to September, with a nominal contribution of £2 to assist 
with costs. These sessions, which would last about one and a half hours, allow you 
to meet and talk to existing members and to try out your skills and get an idea of 
what bowls and our club are all about. 

Our next open day is on Saturday 10th June 2023 between 2pm and 5pm, and 
we propose to have a barbeque as part of this social event. You can join the club as 
a member on this day or at any time during the season. All you need to do is contact 
me directly or via any existing club member and we will get an application form out to 
you.  

The annual membership fees have remained as last year and at £65 for full 
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membership is a great investment for the opportunities it provides for you to play and 
compete; let me know if you want more details. For applicants new to bowls, the trial 
membership fee is £40 and £10 for junior membership (under 18 years).  

We look forward to seeing you soon. 
Paul Cockcroft, 01604 831688 
 

Nature Notes  

As I write at the end of April, spring is still a little chilly, with just a few days where 
temperatures struggle into double figures. I would say, on the whole, spring has 
been slow to awaken and the gardens and surrounding countryside show growth a 
little later than some years. It would be nice if, in a couple of weeks' time, it’s a little 
warmer for the street parties for the Coronation. Fingers crossed. 

During March, the birds are frantically feeding to build up their energy. We’ve 
noticed that the bird feeders are not as busy during April while the female blue tits 
are busy building their nests which takes roughly 1 or 2 weeks. They gather 
sphagnum moss from our lawn to form the cup shape and once it’s lined with soft 
feathers or sheep wool, or any fur they can find, they’re ready to lay. Like hens, they 
usually lay one a day, early in the morning, until they have finished laying and then 
incubate the clutch until they hatch (in roughly 2 weeks) during this time the male 
may take food to her. She does leave the nest to feed if he’s not being sufficiently 
diligent. Then in roughly 4 weeks, we notice a huge increase in scruffy little birds 
visiting the feeders. 

The females of the herd of roe deer will soon be producing their young. So it is 
important that we give them their space and privacy. At the moment we are currently 
avoiding an area where we know they rest as we have a 7-month-old golden 
retriever. 

Despite providing a bee hotel, we have found that the red mason bees still 
prefer to do a DIY job and they have found a really nice, dry spot under an 
overhanging roof just outside our front door. It seems nature does it best. 

Today I sowed some white foxglove seeds (biennials) in situ down at the edge 
of the silver birch woodland and I’m hoping, they will flower next year at the same 
time as the native white geraniums (Geranium phaeum 'Album' Cranesbill). The 
white of the tree bark and Cranesbill, together with the foxgloves, will help brighten 
the shaded area once the white bluebells, followed swiftly by the cow parsley have 
finished their early show.   
Pamela Cox 

 
Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 

The good news: we have decided to stick with the popular fish and chip supper 
format for our quiz. The not so good news: we are having to put the price up from 
£12 to £15 a ticket. This has been forced on us by recent price rises, particularly in 
the cost of fish. The Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz itself will be on Friday 7th July at the 
Community Centre, with a starting time of 7:15 for 7:30pm. The quiz will be based on 
teams of 4 to 6. Tickets will be available from me and Brenda at 16A High Street 
(01604 830933) or Teresa Garlic (07734 945 648). Please note that tickets must be 
requested by Monday 3rd July since we need to order the fish and chips (or other 
options, e.g. chicken or vegetarian) beforehand. Please also note that it will be 
helpful if people bring their own cutlery. It promises to be a very enjoyable evening.  

Brenda and I were honoured to be invited, as representatives of the Friends, 
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to the induction service of the new Rector, Rev. Nic 
Edwards, on 23rd April. We wish him and his family all the 
best.  
Jim Inch   

 
The Wednesday Club  

In February we held our AGM, at which the committee 
and helpers were returned without change. In March our 
members enjoyed an afternoon trying their hands at 
flower arranging, which everyone enjoyed and some very 
pretty arrangements were created with the help of 
decorated jam jars. 

We held our Easter lunch in April and would like to thank the Rugby Club for 
allowing us use of their premises whilst the Sunday School room was out of action.  
Our members enjoyed an excellent lunch (thanks to our cooks June and Gill) and this 
was followed by the After Eight quartet, an acapella group who entertained us with 
various popular songs sung in harmony. 

Our first meeting in May will have a Coronation theme including a quiz, and in 
June we will enjoy our summer trip out (at the time of writing the destination is still to 
be decided) which will include either lunch or afternoon tea. And in July we will have 
our garden party and bring and buy stall. 

We meet every two weeks in the Sunday School rooms from 2 to 4pm and 
new members are always welcome. Transport within the village can be provided if 
needed at a small charge. If you would like to join us or want more information 
please call Linda on 01604 831219 or Shirley on 01604 830671. 
 

 
Village Profile 
Pat Kent – LINK Committee Member, Secretary of Bugbrooke History Group, 
Volunteer for NAB (Northampton Association for the Blind) and Guide for 78 
Derngate.   
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? Where were you born?  
I have lived here for more than forty years. We moved here from Long Buckby. I was 
born in Tamworth and then moved to Nottingham with my parents and little brother. I 
went to Manchester University and then to London followed by Royston near 
Cambridge.  
Why did you move to Bugbrooke?  
I always wanted an old house and my husband Alan says this was the first one we 
found with a roof on. The schools were good for our two boys and it was close to 
Daventry where Alan got a job as Headmaster of a new school.  
What is your favourite food?  
I hated all food when I was a child particularly green vegetables. I can remember 
only liking Heinz tomato soup, chips and cherries. Now I eat anything – Chinese, 
Indian, Thai, French.  
What advice would you give to the younger generation?  
I feel sorry that the world has so many problems for you to cope with. I had always 
thought that life would improve for everyone – more opportunities, better education, a 
caring society. My advice is to always hold on to your beliefs and work to fulfil your 
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Steve Abbott’s homage to His Majesty King Charles III 
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Coronation Celebrations 

Steve Abbott’s homage to His Majesty King Charles III 
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The Strollers enjoying the bluebells at Everdon Stubbs. 

Congratulations to Frank and Dorris Flavell 

who celebrated their  
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ambitions. If things aren’t the way you want them give thought to how you can 
improve them.  
What do you like about the village?  
The people who live here make the village the welcoming happy place it is. When we 
moved in Mr Phillip Campion phoned us from the farm over the road to welcome us, I 
was very impressed. It feels like a typical English village which is where I want to be. 
The countryside around is beautiful and as Bugbrooke’s situated in the centre of 
England we can travel North, South, East and West fairly easily.  
Did you have a happy childhood?  
I never stopped to think about it. It had its ups and downs – like most people’s 
childhoods.  
Who are your favourite authors?  
I love books. I love to escape from reality, to spend time living someone else’s life. I 
couldn’t possibly pick a favourite author. I have written and published three books, 
both fiction and a biography.  
How many years have you worked on the LINK. And did you enjoy interviewing all 
those people?  
I loved working on the LINK profiles because of the way it makes contact with 
different people in the village – young, old, footballers, scouts, guides...etc.. I had the 
idea of the Village Profile because we often know people for the job they do, but it is 
lovely to know them as individuals with another life outside the job. I have done 48 
interviews and absolutely loved every one. What a privilege it has been to talk to 
people in a way you wouldn’t otherwise do. Thank you to all those who I have 
interviewed I have loved meeting you all.  
Are you involved with any other village group?  
When we first came to Bugbrooke I started a Youth Drama Group (at the suggestion 
of Tim Partridge, the Rector). This was fabulous for me and the children, we did lots 
of performances of all types of Theatre. Children and parents helped with the 
costumes and the props, scenery and stage management. There were many children 
involved and by the time it ended we had three groups of different ages. It occupied 
all my spare time (I was teaching science at the hospital, the F.E. College and at 
Nene College). My boys were involved with it too and we all had a great time 
together. At the moment I am secretary of Bugbrooke History Group, having an 
interest in social and local history.  
Who are you most proud of?  
Family, obviously, especially my 5 grandsons aged 8 to 24 years, we don’t do girls! 
The Youth Drama Club is also high on the list as I built it up from nothing and had no 
previous experience of teaching drama. I went on to qualify as a Speech and Drama 
Teacher. I am very proud of the work I did in that area too.  
Do you have any hobbies?  
I love travelling and have visited many countries including Australia, China, New 
Zealand, India, France, Switzerland and Italy. I also have a love of the theatre. There 
is so much to be interested in, how could anyone be bored?  
What is most important to you in life?  
Friends, family and good health to be able to continue doing everything.  
Interviewed by Linda Hartgroves 

 

Bugbrooke History Group  
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Entry to our meetings is £3, but if you buy a year’s season ticket for £10 you can 
come to any meeting for a year (6 meetings and 2 walks). What a bargain! 

Our May meeting was on 10th at the Community Centre at which a brief AGM 
was followed by a lively presentation by Kevin Varty ‘Flushed with Success’. No 
prizes for guessing that it was all about the history of the lavatory. Did you know that 
in Knossos in 3000BC there were toilets with flushing water to wash the waste away? 
Ancient Egyptians had a box of sand, and of course there is plenty of evidence of the 
Romans’ sophisticated toilet blocks. Here the bodily function was a communal 
activity which also included general conversation. It was monks living in monasteries 
who introduced an element of privacy and had individual cubicles. Flushing Water 
Closets were developed firstly in this country by Sir John Harrington in1596 followed 
by various engineers who invented ways of making the WC more hygienic and 
pleasant to use. Kevin’s talk was amusing and informative and there was a good  
turn-out of interested people to enjoy it. 

Our last Zoom speaker was Charles Harrison who was welcomed by a large 
number of members. He told us the history of the Harrison family who lived and 
served in the village for many years. The church was refurbished by the Harrisons in 
the Victorian era and many of the village buildings, including the Sunday School 
(now Community Cafe) and the Hall (latterly New Creation Hall) would not exist 
without the generosity of the Harrison family. Walls which were built by the Harrisons 
have a distinctive dark blue topping. The boys of the Harrison family had diverse 
occupations. Several inherited the living of Bugbrooke and became rectors here, 
others joined the army and another had a distinguished career in the Indian Civil 
service. Linda Dutta (widow of Dr Dutta of Bugbrooke) was able to tell us more about 
the gentleman as she had seen the road that was named after him in India. He was 
knighted by Queen Victoria in 1887 after an exemplary career. Another Harrison of 
note, Herbert, became well known in the press as, contrary to his father’s wishes, he 
converted to Roman Catholicism at the Brompton Oratory in London. His father Rev. 
James H Harrison led a fight against the Brompton Oratory, accusing the members 
there of kidnapping his son. Charles described his own childhood, part lived in 
Bugbrooke and part away at boarding school. He seemed happy here, played cricket 
with the other lads, even got the cane at school for something he thought was very 
minor. His father, the last of the Harrison Rectors moved out of Bugbrooke in 1974 
when he retired and Tim Partridge became Rector here. Tim was at the Zoom 
meeting and gave a beautiful appreciation of his predecessor, saying how helpful, 
kind and generous he had been as he handed over the rectorship. This was a very 
special meeting. We were extremely grateful to Charles for his contribution to our 
village history. 

Our meeting in July will be on the 12th in the Community Centre. You are 
welcome to join us. If you would like further information about the history group 
please contact me. 
Pat Kent: secretary  e-mail frksp6@gmail.com or tel. 01604830518 
 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society  

In June, Nick Grounds will be back to entertain us. He is quite a character. In his 
other life he is an auctioneer so there will be no need for a sound system! He tells the 
story that his bedtime reading is the Flower Arranger magazine while his wife enjoys 
Rugby World. This is a ticket only evening. Members £5, Visitors £10. His title is 
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'Stems and stuff'. It is sure to be a fun evening with fabulous flowers and unusual 
creations. 

Our July meeting is a garden visit so we hope the weather will be kind. 
If you love flowers you will be very welcome at our friendly club. There are 

opportunities to learn new skills at occasional workshops and outings to Flower 
Shows and area events.  

We meet at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each month 
(except Bank Holidays) at 7:30pm. for more information please contact Simone 01327 
342167 or Dianne 01604 830063. 
Jane Barker 
 

Bugbrooke WI  
Our members and visitors have enjoyed getting together over the last few months. 

The fashion show was a great success, thank you to the organisers and the 
public who supported us in this fund raising venture. 

The Spring lunch at “The Old Dairy Farm” was delicious and a good chance for 
a chat with friends. 

The cocktail evening was fun, and the talk at our resolutions meeting by Suzy 
van Rooyen from “The Good Loaf” was very inspiring. The help they give to 
vulnerable people is phenomenal. 

Our resolution this year is very topical, the proposer wants the WI to work with 
local and national authorities as well as the public to make part of any river 
designated Bathing Waters as a way of improving water quality. 

On Monday 24th April two teams from Bugbrooke WI competed in the WI 
County Quiz. There was a good turn out from around Northamptonshire so we were 
thrilled when one of our teams came joint third. 

By the time you read this we will have celebrated the coronation and taken part 
(?) in our belly dancing meeting. 

The next two meetings will be: June - a talk on the support and services offered 
by Age UK and July - a members’ meeting which is still to be organised when the hard 
working committee can sit back, relax and be entertained by the members. 

We have been pleased to welcome several guests this year and look forward 
to many more. There is a small charge for guests. 
For further information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 

Bugbrooke Community Lottery  

We are excited to announce that we are looking to launch a 'Bugbrooke Community 
Lottery'. The purpose of this non-profit Community Lottery is to raise money to 
support good causes and the people of Bugbrooke.  

This is a chance for everyone to win! By supporting the lottery you are helping 
others in our community:  

We are looking to have an education grant to help students.  
You can nominate a villager who you think has benefited the village or shown 

real kindness to someone for a ‘thank you’ award.  
Do you know a young carer that could do with a treat?  
Are you a carer?   
Perhaps you know someone in the village who has an end of life dream? 
Any non-profit local organisation can also apply for a grant to support or 

expand their activities. 
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 Caring is at the heart of this fund.  
Our aim is for 50% of ticket sales to be given in prizes and 50% to go back 

into the Community where it is needed (after minimal running costs). Your £10 per 
month gives you 5 chances to win. We are aiming for the first draw to have 200 of 
you in!  If we succeed the prizes will be £500 first prize, £300 second prize and £200 
third prize!  A standing order guarantees your monthly chances to win, or there will 
be an opportunity to buy cash tickets to enter each monthly draw. 

We hope you see our vision and come along for the ride! 
For more information or if you would like to register your interest do e-mail us 

at:- hellobcl@yahoo.com 
Please note you do have to be over 18 and our terms and conditions will be 

available once we are 'live'. 
Chris Carter 

 
Bugbrooke Open Gardens 

Opening:   Sunday 2nd July 2023, 13.00 – 18.00 
Location for Parking: Located 1m E of the A5, 3m S of M1 J16  
    SatNav for parking NN7 3RG 
Main Description:   Bugbrooke is a large picturesque village with its historic 
centre close to St. Michael’s Church and the Millennium Green where the contrasting 
open gardens are located. The circular route to enjoy the gardens takes in the 
church, crosses the brook, up to the High Street with its splendid ironstone houses 
and then back towards the community café with its own garden where refreshments 
will be served. 

Each garden has a distinct character and they have been created, planted and 
maintained by their friendly and enthusiastic owners. Including; a garden of themed 
rooms structured by hedges with water features and sculptures, with a wide variety of 
plants; a calm and meditative garden hidden behind a lovely stone wall with sitting 
areas; a dramatic artistic garden with a striking and beautifully planted feature 
border; and a garden surrounding an arts and crafts house with lush planting and 
creative upcycled home-made features.  

We look forward to welcoming you to our gardens. 
Wheelchair Access:  Partial wheelchair access to all gardens, some assistance 
may be required. 
Kate White and Steve Shaw  
 

Bugbrooke Medical Practice  

Supporting the Community 
Staff have been busy supporting our Community again by holding a ‘Great British 
Bake Off’ inspired competition on completion of our March PLT. The ladies in 
dispensary came out on top winning first, second and third place and a total of £40 
was raised which again we will be donating to the Community Café to help them to 
continue with the excellent work that they carry out. 
Staffing Changes 
We have a range of new members of staff joining the practice in April. Please join us 
in welcoming: 

Dr Caitlin Tysa who will be carrying out her F2 training 
Lisa Norman in the Administration team 
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Chloe Smith in Dispensary 
Dr Tahira Waheed who returned on completion of her maternity leave 
Unfortunately, with hello’s we also have some goodbyes! Dr Emily Pontin has 

finished her F2 training with us and will be moving on to her next phase of training 
and Dr Sumera Sharif will be going on maternity leave at the end of April. Please join 
us in wishing them both the best of luck. 
New Enhance Access 
We have been able to offer Enhanced Access Services for our patients since 
November this is to enable our patients to receive out of hours care at Highfields 
House, Cliftonville. The hours of service here are 6:30pm to 9:30pm Monday to 
Friday and Saturday and Sunday morning. You may be offered one of these 
appointments when you call the surgery. Please make the use of these appointments 
if they are offered to you during our busy times or if they suit your needs. 
Veterans Information 
As a military veterans accredited practice, Bugbrooke Medical Practice has been 
advised there may be some extra support needed for veterans with the up and 
coming 20th anniversary of the war in Iraq. Please go to the following website for 
more information: http://bit.ly/3n9u3td. 
Opening times 
Please note our opening times at Bugbrooke Medical Practice are 07:45-18:30. 
However, our phones are open as follows:  

08:00 – 10:00 Urgent calls only (if you need to see a Clinician within four 
hours) 
10:00 – 12:00 Non urgent calls, routine booking appointments 
12:00 – 14:00 Lines closed 
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Services and Events at  
St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, 

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

  Sunday Services – 9.30am 

June 4th    Holy Communion 

June 11th   Morning Worship 

June 18th   Morning Worship 

June 25th   Morning Worship 

July 2nd    Holy Communion 

July 9th    Morning Worship 

July16th    Holy Communion 

July 23rd    Morning Worship 

July 30th 10:30am Benefice Service at Harpole 

Regular events 

Monday   Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’      10am to 12 noon 

   Bell ringing Practice (temporarily on hold)  8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday   Church open for private prayer       10am to 11am 

Thursday   Family Morning in the Church Rooms       9am to 11am  

   - a time for parents and tots -Term time only                                              
 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Revd Nic Edwards (Rector) 01604 830373 

 David Marshall (Church Warden) 01604 831016 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a 

brief message and your telephone number, and a member of the 

team will get back to you. 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  
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Community Living Rooms: 

Monday: 10:00-12:00 - Bugbrooke Church Tuesday: 13:30-17:00 - Jubilee House 

Alternate Thursdays: 14:00-17:00 - Bugbrooke Chapel (See Facebook/Notice boards)  

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Diary   

June   

5 19:30 WI - Age UK FC 

7  Wednesday Club - Summer Trip  

7 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

10 14:00 Bowls Club Open afternoon CC 

12 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

19 14:00 U3A CC 

21 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

26 19:30 Flower Society - Nick Grounds ‘Stems and Stuff’ NHVH 

July   

2 13:00 Bugbrooke Open Gardens  

3 19:30 WI - Members Evening FC 

5 14:00 Wednesday Club - Garden Party SS 

5 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

7 19:15 Friends of St Michaels - Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz CC 

10 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

12 19:30 History Group CC 

17 14:00 U3A CC 

19 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

24  Flower Society - Garden Visit   

Family Announcements 
The family of the late Peter Bastin would like to thank everyone who attended his 
funeral and also for the flowers, cards and kind words of sympathy received on his 
passing. Special thanks to Maureen Hale for the service and care at this sad time. 

Thank you for donations for the Asthma & Lung Foundation which came to 
£262. 
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