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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 242), October 2023 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
I’m writing this on the hottest day of the year, in September! It 
seems that the heatwave will soon be over and there’s a 
warning of thunderstorms. I’ve no idea what the weather will 
be in October when you’re reading this magazine but I hope 
you enjoy the contents. 

We’ve got articles from the bowls and football clubs, with contributions from 
scouts, singers and friends of the church and art group. You can read here about the 
Bugbrooke community lottery, how it works and how to sign up as well as how you 
can help at the community café. 

We continue with the Village Profile, which is a great feature, and I invite you to 
get in touch with Linda (our newest committee member) with suggestions of people 
who might be interviewed and included in future editions. 

We’re always keen to know and report on what is going on in the village and it’s 
really interesting to see people trying to get something new off the ground. In that 
regard, the proposal for a classic car club has caught my eye and I definitely think it’s 
got mileage (I blame the heat for that last comment). 

You can contribute to LINK by writing articles and we would love to get younger 
people on to the committee to contribute fresh ideas and skills to enable this 
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magazine to flourish. Please let me know if you want join us or simply to be added 
to a group email that I send to remind contributors of the deadline for each issue. 

Bugbrooke Post Office to Close 
This information was taken from the facebook page Bugbrooke the Friendly 
Village on 22nd August 
It is with great regret that I have to announce the closure of the Post Office within 
Bugbrooke Pharmacy, this change will be effective as from 13th January 2024. 

After much consideration I have decided that in order to ensure our ongoing 
commitment and capacity to provide NHS Pharmacy services efficiently and 
uninterrupted as possible we are no longer able to sustain our Post Office services 
within the Pharmacy. 

Moving forward the Post Office counter will be operating a reduced service 
and will operate between the hours of 9am – 1pm, Monday to Friday, this will be 
effective from Monday 28th August 2023. 

This decision has not been taken lightly and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for support for the Post Office service over the years and 
for your continued support for the Pharmacy service, which will remain 
unchanged. 
Ranjit Singh Poone 

Parish Council 
Back at the July meeting the Council resolved to ask the village what their views 
were about our resident PCSO Chris Dudley. This questionnaire was put together 
by our Clerk and was included in the last copy of LINK as well as online. Thank 
you to everyone who responded and in total we had 96 responses and the full 
results will soon be available on the Parish Website. I give a brief summary here 
of the results: - 

65% said they sometimes/occasionally see Police in the village 
Only 27% thought the PCSO brought no benefit to the village 
74% said the PC should continue to sponsor a PCSO 
A list of priorities for the PCSO has been drawn up from the comments made 
It was therefore resolved at the September meeting to continue our 

sponsorship of our PCSO. The cost is split between ourselves and Nether Heyford 
with us paying two thirds and Heyford the rest, with his time split proportionally. 

The children’s play area near to the Primary School is to have a makeover 
with some new equipment and enhancements to make it more appealing in the 
next few months. The cost will come out of this year’s budget and was already 
allocated. The other play area on the playing field will undergo changes in the 
Spring next year and its cost will be allocated in next year’s budget. 

The PCSO along with a colleague and a PC visited the village last month and 
caught seven drivers speeding in the village and summons letters were issued. 
Thank you for them supporting the work Speedwatch volunteers do annually and 
making our village safer. 20 MPH signs will soon be appearing in parts of the 
village as requested by PC and supplied by WNC which again will hopefully make 
our roads safer. 
Phil Bignell, Chairman 
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Bugbrooke Church – Dates for your diary 
Coffee & Chat, Community Living Room 
We continue to meet every Monday morning between 10 and 11.45 a.m. in 
Bugbrooke church (except Bank Holidays). All are welcome to join us for a warm 
drink and light refreshments. An excellent opportunity to meet up and make new 
acquaintances in a friendly atmosphere. 
Tree of Light service Sunday 3rd December @ 4 p.m. 
Christmas is a time when we remember family and friends who are no longer with us. 
This service gives us an opportunity to spend some quiet time remembering them. 
Our Christmas Tree is covered in lights representing the lives of those dear to us and 
these lights are turned on at the start of this service and continue to shine whenever 
the church is open throughout the Christmas period. Many people also find comfort in 
writing messages on gold stars to hang on the tree after the service. The names of 
those to be remembered are read out during the service and will appear in a Book of 
Remembrance beside the tree which can be viewed throughout the Christmas 
period.  

All we ask is that you give a donation for each person you remember and 
please include ages of children and young adults as these are remembered 
separately. This year donations will be divided equally between Alzheimer’s Society, 
Teenage Cancer Trust and Bugbrooke St. Michael and All Angels Church. 

Please give names to be remembered, a contact telephone number in case of 
any queries, and donations (cheques made payable to Bugbrooke PCC) to the 
Church Office, Church Lane, Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3PB between 30th 
October and 25th November to allow sufficient time for the list to be compiled and the 
Book of Remembrance to be printed.  

For further details the office can be contacted on 01604830373, or e-mail 
thebenef iceofbhkandr@gmai l .com  or  check  out  our  webs i te 
www.bugbrookechurch.co.uk 

Bugbrooke Community Café 
As a result of the need to invest in new equipment etc. this year, we are not in a 
position to call for grant applications. We hope we will be able to re-instate the grant 
process in 2024. 

I take this opportunity to thank Phillippa Betts for her almost ten years of 
outstanding service to our community as manageress of the Café, and to welcome 
Faye Sanders as her replacement. 

Thanks to our wonderful customers; please continue to support us. 
David Clayson 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
We haven’t had the punishing heat this summer that the UK briefly experienced in 
2022, and the relatively cool and damp weather we’ve seen this year is a huge 
contrast to the heat, wildfires and droughts in parts of southern Europe. It’s probably 
worth remembering that ‘climate change’ is a more accurate term than ‘global 
warming’. While the overall trend in average global temperatures is upwards, 
complex interactions between many factors result in disruption to the relatively stable 
climate we are used to, and these take many forms, not just higher temperatures. 

Climate change presents a major global challenge and it probably seems as if 

about:blank
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the activities of a group of people in an English village are insignificant. But to limit 
the effects of the climate and biodiversity crisis action is needed on all fronts – which 
means the small local actions as well as the big international ones. We all need to do 
our bit. 
20 mph advisory speed limit 
As previously reported, the Environmental Working Group put forward a proposal for 
a 20mph speed zone in part of the village (in addition to the existing 20mph limit 
along the High Street). 
Reducing vehicle speeds 
results in lower pollution from 
exhaust fumes and tyre dust 
particles with some evidence 
that smooth driving at lower 
speeds is better than 
measures such as speed 
bumps which tend to result in 
vehicles repeatedly slowing 
down and speeding up. 
Driving speed is also a road 
safety issue, with lower 
speeds reducing the risk of 
collisions involving cyclists 
and pedestrians, and with less 
likelihood of serious or fatal 
in jury i f  col l is ions do 
unfortunately happen. 

In response to our 
request, the Highways 
department at West Northants 
Council agreed to an advisory 20mph zone. This will be set up and managed in line 
with the council’s policies, which include clear guidelines on the design, number, and 
placement of 20mph signs. 

As at early September, we have identified suitable locations for signs within the 
village and have taken delivery of the signs from Highways. The installation date is to 
be confirmed. The signs are intended to be temporary and will be moved around 
from time to time. The map shows the area covered by the advisory 20mph zone. 

Something we have heard many times is that 20mph zones are ineffective 
because people don’t comply with the speed limit. If those of us who live in 
Bugbrooke do our best to stick to 20mph when driving on the village streets it would 
be a start. 
Nature recovery 
The Environmental Working Group is considering putting a proposal to the Parish 
Council to review how it manages the green spaces around the village that it is 
responsible for. These areas are currently mainly grass, mown as needed throughout 
the year. The Environmental Working Group is keen to look at how these areas can 
be managed differently to make them a more welcoming habitat for wildlife, whilst 
maintaining existing uses by local people. We have asked the local Wildlife Trust for 
advice and hope to start making some changes from Spring 2024. These changes 
might include letting some areas of grass grow longer, planting trees, or setting areas 
aside for native wildflowers. 
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We are keen to know how people in the village might feel about these changes 
– please do get in touch to share your views and especially if you are interested in 
getting involved in this project (contact details below). 
Air Ambulance recycling day 
The next Air Ambulance recycling day is on Friday 17 November at the Community 
Centre. Your donations of electronics, clothes, shoes, toys and bric-a-brac will be 
distributed around local Air Ambulance shops and boutiques, Children’s Air 
Ambulance shops or sold online to raise essential funds for this vital service. 

Environmental Working Group meetings are held on the first Wednesday of 
each month at the Community Centre, 7.30 – 8.30pm. The October meeting is 
Wednesday 4th October and the November meeting will be on Wednesday 1st 
November. You can also follow us on Facebook or contact us via email for updates. 
Jane  Wood  ( j a newood @bpc .gm a i l . com )  an d  C la re  S la te r 
(clareslater.bpc@gmail.com)       
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
As I write this it is late August but feels distinctly autumnal. However, by the time I 
get round to typing it and sending it off it is September and we are basking in 
sunshine.  

In July we had an enjoyable evening at Priors Marston Manor. After a 
miserable day the weather was kind, the cakes delicious. It was interesting to spend 
an evening in the world of the super rich! All the money raised from opening the 
garden is donated to the National Garden Scheme. 

October brings the anniversary of the founding of the club in 1974. A change 
from our usual evening with the President's Party on 23rd October. Our year of 
friendship and flowers closes with 'Christmas Delights' presented by Tony Brown on 
27th November. 

Meetings take place at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each 
month  at 7.45pm. Visitors Welcome. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Another season has come to a conclusion with a rather warm end to the summer in 
September after a mixed year weather wise brought a disappointing number of 
washed out fixtures. 

On the field our First XI secured a second consecutive top three finish in 
Division 6 of the Northamptonshire Cricket League, whilst also taking two higher 
Division scalps in the T20 Cup. 

The Seconds and Thirds were both competitive in Divisions 10 and 13 
respectively en route to mid-table finishes, with a number of victories and 
impressive personal performances. 

Harry Penberthy led the way with the bat for the Firsts, finishing leading run 
scorer in Division 6, whilst James Garrard made the top five wicket takers. 

Reece Barnes hit a maiden First XI hundred with an unbeaten 106 in the 
victory over Saints 2s in September, whilst the father and son duo of Tony and Ed 
Malone both picked up league five wicket hauls. 

Off the field 2023 has also been a successful season, with record numbers 

about:blank
about:blank


14 

 



15 

 

attending our junior sessions, as we ran the ECB Dynamos program for the first-time 
alongside All-Stars Cricket. Both will be returning for 2024, all parents who’s kids 
attended this year will receive information from the ECB in the New-Year. 

We’ve enjoyed a series of successful social events over the course of the 
summer, welcoming our members, both playing and social, down to what has 
affectionately become known as the ‘best garden in Bugbrooke’. Our final last Friday 
of the month social will be on Friday 27th October. 

Further investment into our facilities is planned during the winter, with playing 
surfaces at both our Doc White Ground and the Playing Fields refreshed upon the 
end of the season, whilst the Pavilion lounge and bar will be refurbished following the 
building of a new kitchen last winter. 

Cricket may go into hibernation over the winter months, but come the new year 
we will be starting winter nets in February, more information will follow on our 
website and social media. 

We are always welcoming of new players of any ability, so if you’re interested in 
joining us for 2024 please get in touch, either on our social channels, or 
via bugbrookecc@gmail.com. 
Ciaran Thomas 

Bugbrooke St Michael FC  
Firstly we as a club would like to congratulate the England Ladies Football Team 
reaching the World Cup Final. Even coming 2nd in the World they performed 
extremely well and gave all who watched them play inspiration and hopefully we will 
see many more young girls come through our club. 

The Football season is well and truly underway at BSMFC. The season started 
very early for our first team ie Mid July. It has been very encouraging to see them 
playing some really entertaining football as the league they are in is the United 
Counties League Premier South Step 5 of the football pyramid. Many clubs in this 
division are well established but wins over Cogenhoe 4-0 and Lutterworth Town 4-1 
are very encouraging. As President along with the club chairman Kev Gardner and 
his committee we are very happy the way the club is progressing. The Reserve team 
has won their opening two league games and have had 5 under 17/18 players in the 
team and 5 substitutes of the same age who have all played their parts in both 
games. So the future is looking good. Our 3rd side, who play in the Central 
Combination League Division 1 have played several friendly games before their 
season starts in September. Full marks to all the managers who are guiding them to 
play the Bugbrooke Way and bringing along some very good players to hopefully 
push them onto higher level football.   This season we have 3 under 18 teams, One 
playing Sunday afternoons and Two playing in the Northamptonshire Senior Youth 
League Thursday Evenings under the Floodlights so hopefully, weather permitting, 
there will be a game every Thursday. 

All our youth teams from U8s upwards have been playing friendlies at the club 
and it is so pleasing to see the playing fields so busy during the weekday evenings. I 
would like to thank all our team and Club sponsors as without their support it would 
be a very difficult financial situation. 

On the fundraising side on Saturday 7th October a band called "Gladness' - A 
Madness tribute band will be performing at the club, tickets are £12 and are available 
from the organiser Steve (Reggie) Reeve on 07905791432 or Myself on 
07794125750. 

We are holding a Christmas Fair on Sunday 12th November starting 11.30am.  

mailto:bugbrookecc@gmail.com
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Please contact Steph Nash on 07796928021 if you require a stall. There will be 
a Christmas raffle with some excellent prizes.  

Our next Comedy Night is on Saturday 25th November, tickets are available 
from myself on 07794125750 or our Chairman Kev Gardner on 07889288189. 

These Fundraising events help run the club and it is so lovely to see people who 
come along enjoying themselves. 

Many of you know our club twins with FC Vöhl in Germany. In May this year we 
visited them where many friendships were made. One of our players from the under 
13 team and a player from Vöhl arranged for them both to meet up during the school 
holidays in Bugbrooke. Unfortunately the English boy along with his mother were on 
holiday away from Bugbrooke so their plan didn't go as expected. 

I received a phone call from Hans Jurgen who lives in Pilgrims Lane asking me 
for the young player's telephone number. After a couple of calls I found out his holiday 
plans. Quite quickly another u13 player from BSMFC, Jake Nash arranged a meeting 
with the boy from FC Vöhl (Karl) that evening. Jake’s father was playing a friendly 
game that evening at the club so Karl and his mother came along. I managed to see 
them both at the club and show Karl's mother our clubhouse and playing fields she 
was very impressed. Whilst in the clubhouse I showed her photographs of our times 
in Vöhl. She asked how long we had been twinning with FC Vöhl and I said over 40 
years. She asked me if I knew their Burgermeister (Mayor) who I had met in May 
Karsten Kalhofer and she said her father used to be the Burgermeister many years 
ago and she showed me a photograph of him and it turned out it was the first 
Burgermeister I'd met all those years ago. The next day Steph Nash (Jake’s Mother) 
entertained our visitors and took them to a park in Northampton before they headed 
back to Vöhl for which I was extremely grateful. 

So a lovely story to finish this report with friendships still being made through our 
twinning with FC Vöhl. 
Will Marriott, President BSMFC   

Bugbrooke Art Group 
I am writing this with a heavy heart, following the sudden death of our leading 
member and official chairman, Dave Marshall. The Art Group was set up shortly after 
the Community Centre was opened in 1997. Dave was made chairman from the start 
(and me treasurer). 

We have met as a group nearly every Tuesday evening since then (except 
during covid). Most years we have put on an exhibition in the Community Centre and 
often an extra one in the Church as part of the fete. Throughout Dave has been at the 
heart of all the group has done. We will miss him greatly. 

The group will continue; and we are always very pleased to welcome new 
members.  We meet between 7.30pm and 9.30pm on Tuesdays at the Community 
Centre. There is no formal tuition, we just each do our own thing. But we are a friendly 
bunch and are always willing to give a little guidance if that is wanted. If anyone is 
interested in joining us, please have a word with me (tel 01604 830933) or with one of 
our other members if you know them. 
Jim Inch 

 Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout group 
On the 14th July all sections from Bugbrooke scout group braved the wind and rain to 
visit the Royal International air tattoo at RAF Fairford along with their leaders and 
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some parent helpers. The scouts all looked smart in their new group hoodies. 
Despite the weather conditions numerous flights took off which all enjoyed watching. 
They all had the opportunity to look around a C10 and look at various different 
aircraft close up.  At the end of the day, they all met up in the techno zone where 
they participated in the activities that were available. Beavers were fascinated in 
learning how an aircraft can fly. They also found out about modern ejector seats and 
older ones and had the opportunity to sit in them. 

The scout group has been taking a break over 
the summer holidays and all sections will meet up 
again during the week commencing the 11th 
September. Leaders have been planning activities 
for the new term to ensure that badges are achieved 
and all sections have fun and learn new skills. 

All sections currently have availability. For 
more information you can text, WhatsApp on 
07512765034 or email on 
Bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com. 

We also have a Facebook page Bugbrooke 
and Harpole scout group where you can see what 
activities all sections have been participating in and 
can message the group via messenger. 

mailto:Bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
What a great season we’ve had at Bugbrooke Bowls Club, with outdoor play from the 
end of April to the end of September. It has been a rather different weather pattern to 
what we experienced in 2021 and 2022 (hot, very hot and dry for weeks on end). 
We’ve had cold evenings, a few wet games, warm days and a heat wave in 
September to finish it off. 

Overall, we’ve enjoyed a fair level of success in the weekend friendly matches, 
when we have been able to give everyone a game whether experienced or just 
starting out. The support and encouragement for our new players from our visitors 
has been wonderful; which has made all matches a pleasure especially when a 
novice is on the ‘top rink’. 

Our triples competition for club members was held on Saturday 12 August 
2023, with rotation of teams across the rinks of the green to enable a fair contest and 
good test of ability. The winning 
team (see photo) comprised 
John Tyrrell, Karen Callis and 
Bob Fagan; their names will be 
engraved on the Bugbrooke 
Bowls Club Triples Trophy for 
2023. 

Our Thursday evening 
club triples league has been a 
great success, with six teams 
and 30 games over ten dates to 
produce the competition 
winning team of Phil Green, 
Sharon Kravitz and Steve 
Alderman. This was followed by 
a ‘knock-out’ which was won by 
Mick Spruels, Dawn Bastin and 
Jackie Linford. Congratulations 
to all the winners and thanks to 
Dave Francis and Andy Cragg 
for the organisation and 
keeping track of the scores. 

 
 
Thanks to Kaye 
Adams for the pic-
ture of this year’s 
harvest. 
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The quiz in August was really enjoyable and I want to thank Simon and Spen for 
the questions, the football club for hosting us and all those that donated raffle prizes 
and bought tickets. The support is much appreciated and contributes to our on-going 
fund raising. We’re planning a fashion show in October, looking at another quiz in 
November and applying for grants to enable us to maintain the green and improve 
the facilities within the bowls ground. 

As well as maintenance and refurbishment of the existing structures and playing 
surface, we have submitted a planning application for a new clubhouse which 
hopefully we may be able to afford in the next two or three years. The main message 
is that the club is thriving and looking to the future, with a warm welcome extended to 
all and the opportunity to play a wonderful sport and participate in social and 
fundraising events. 

Please contact me if you want to know more or would like an application form to 
join us. 
Paul Cockcroft 01604 831688 

Bugbrooke Community Lottery 
The Bugbrooke Community Lottery idea has grown all year to get to this point, our 
first draw! The ethos of the Lottery is to raise funds where 50% goes into prizes and 
50% into a grants fund specifically for the people of Bugbrooke. Anyone over 18 can 
enter the lottery draw, but all the grant money will stay in the village. We are a non-
profit organisation run solely by volunteers with minimal costs. We hope as the pot 
grows we will be able to contribute to our Grant Applications. Grants may be made 
for specific help or maybe a personal request, a token of thanks for someone who 
has just made your day. Pay it forward!  Every month we will plant a seed of an idea 
of whom we would like to hear from. This month we would love to hear if you have a 
young carer in your Bugbrooke family that you would like to nominate for an award. 
Awards Committee 
We now have an awards committee, they will help us consider the Grant 
applications. We will meet quarterly, the first meeting being in November. 
The Grant application form is on our website www.playbcl.org  or contact us 
hellobcl@yahoo.com.  
AUGUST WINNERS! The prize money for August was £125, £75 & £50 
Our first ever draw took place on the 27th August at the Community Café. It was 
lovely to see some of you there. We celebrated the occasion with cake and Buck’s 
Fizz donated by the committee. 

You will be able to watch the draw live on the 27th of every month from our 
website, around 12 noon. 

We were absolutely bowled over that our first ever winner Kim donated her 
winnings directly back into the Grants Fund. Thank you so much! Rose won second 
prize and Ann was our third lucky winner. 

So thank you everyone for your support, please spread the word. 
Also a big thank you to SBB Creative, our Bugbrooke sponsors, who have designed 
the website and given their time so generously. Thanks Toby, you are a star! 
PLAY BCL 
The bigger the pot the more there is for everyone!  The next draw is on 27th 
September. Be in it to win it! 

Remember chances to win can be bought online as ongoing or one off entries, 
or for cash at the Community Café. 

Tickets are £2 for one chance to win or enter five chances to win for £10. 

about:blank
about:blank
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Subscribe and buy at  www.playbcl.org.  Follow us on Facebook: Bugbrooke 

Community Lottery. Promoter Chris Carter. Registered with West Northants 
Council.  

News from Heyford Singers 
September 1st 2023. As I write this, tonight we start our first rehearsal for our 
Autumn Season which culminates in our Christmas Concert on December 15th and 
16th in Nether Heyford Village Hall. Tickets will be on sale shortly at £10 for adults 
and £5 for children and you can pre-order them by calling me on 01327 340741  or 
07971 786912 or you can email me at kvra44@gmail,com. Tickets for both concerts 
will be in high demand and are sure to sell out. Our Spring Concert last May was sold 
out two weeks prior to the concert! 

We will be performing a varied selection of sacred and secular Christmas music 
as well as old familiar Carols when the audience can join in. Free wine and juice will 
be provided and, who knows, maybe mince pies as well. And all for a tenner. It’d be 
cheap at twice the price. 

Talking of audience participation we are always keen to welcome new 
members, especially men!  We’re a very friendly bunch and the only qualification you 
need to join us is a love of singing. Although we sing 4-part harmony which can be 
challenging at times, you don’t need any experience or be able to read music. You 
won’t be auditioned or asked to sing solo, all you need is a sense of humour and to 
enjoy singing and you’re in! 

By the time this is published you’ll have missed our Open Evening on 
September 29th, but our October rehearsal dates are the 6th, 12th, 20th and 26th in 
Nether Heyford Village Hall.  You’re welcome to drop in at around 7.15pm on any of 
those dates to just sit and listen or join in with us - the choice is yours. Whichever you 
choose you will be made very welcome, and get a cup of tea at half-time. If you want 
more information you can contact me as above. 

Another date for your diaries: our wonderful pianist Graham Kinnersly will be 
giving another of his very entertaining afternoon concerts at 2.00pm on Friday, 
November 10th, again in Nether Heyford Village Hall. NB the date and time are 
provisional, but you can get up to date information on this and all other Singers 
events by visiting our website at: www.heyfordsingers.org 
Keith Rands-Allen 

Bugbrooke WI 
October already! Where has this year gone? We had an enjoyable and informative 
meeting in July when the members supplied a buffet supper and Linda Pugh taught 
us how to make a pave (an arrangement of small flowers in a tray). When all the 
completed paves were put together they made a wonderful display. Each one being 
unique. 

Also in July Bugbrooke WI again served the refreshments at the Church Fete. 
Our efforts always seem to be much appreciated by attendees at the Fete with 
people enjoying the luxury of home made cakes 

We don’t officially meet in August but usually have an outing. This year we went 
to Market Harborough. We met at Farndon Fields Farm Shop for lunch then drove 
into town for a spot of retail therapy. 

At the time of writing we haven’t had our September meeting which sounds 
interesting. “The Loving Chef” Natasha Caron will be cooking one of her vegan 
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delights. Then, in October, Beverley Blayne will be telling us how she developed a 
fragrance for Jo Malone in a talk entitled “Pomegranate Noir The Perfumer’s 
Story”. 

Our Crafty Chatter meetings continue and we also enjoy getting together 
occasionally for our Lunch Club. 

Monthly meetings take place on the first Monday of each month (unless that 
is a Bank Holiday when we meet on the second Monday). 7.30pm March - 
December, 2pm January and February at the Football Club. 
Do come and join us at one of our meetings, you will be made very welcome. 
For further details please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 
Brenda Astell 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Wishes sometimes do come true. At the end of my article in LINK last time, I wrote 
that we would love to welcome a new committee member, especially one who 
would be willing to be treasurer. And before that issue of LINK even came out, we 
had a volunteer - Peter Barton. So a huge thankyou to him for taking this on. We 
needed a new treasurer, of course, to replace our sadly missed Tony Pace. Sorry, 
Peter, you’ve got quite some shoes to fill! 

On Saturday 4th November we will be holding a craft fayre in the Church. We 
held one for the first time last year and it was a really successful and lovely event; 
this one promises to be so too. It will of course all take place in the very building 
we will be helping to preserve. The fayre will be open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm. If 
anyone is interested in booking a table at the fayre, please contact Teresa Garlic 
on 07734 945648 or by email at craftfayre@btinternet.com 

Later, on Friday 8th December, we will have our annual wine tasting. This will 
be in the Community Centre. Judging by previous occasions it should be really 
great fun. We will shortly be finalising details and getting tickets ready for sale. 
Members and previous supporters will then be sent a letter. If anyone else is 
interested please contact me (tel 01604 830933) or any committee member. 

What will the money we raise be spent on? Well the next thing is likely to be 
some fairly urgent repairs, including replacing about 30 damaged tiles on the 
chancel roof (this is the more steeply pitched section of roof at the opposite end to 
the tower) and various bits of repair or replacement to leadwork and stone work. In 
the longer term the whole of the chancel roof is likely to need to be replaced, so 
some serious fund raising will be needed in future. 
Jim Inch  

Message from Santa 
Hello everyone, hope you all enjoyed the wonderful long wet summer and basking 
in the September heat! 

The elves were out and about being their mischievous selves.  Mind you, 
rounding them up and getting them back to work has been very challenging! 

Looking forward to seeing you at the BBSMFC Fayre next month.  
My crazy Elves and I will be around again later this year to bring a little joy on 

Friday 15th December starting at 18.30 and taking the same route as in previous 
years. A copy of the route poster will be on the “Santainbugbrooke“ facebook 
page. 

about:blank
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A montage of Dawn Fordham’s pictures from her  
village walks regularly posted on Facebook—
Bugbrooke Pictures Old and New. 
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Bugbrooke Family Morning (Mums and Tots) 
For pre-school children & babies 
Bugbrooke Family Morning provides somewhere for mums, dads, grandparents and 
carers to bring their pre-school children to play and to enjoy a cuppa and chat 
together. 

Canalside  picture from Mick Parker  
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It is held in the Sunday School building (home of the community café) on 
Thursdays during term time from 8.50am until 11am. We have lots of things for the 
children to do, including painting, play dough, building toys, play farm, Brio train track 
and a play mat with toys for the younger children plus lots more. 

It is a good place to meet people and make new friends, especially if you are 
new to the village. 

No child is too young (our youngest was only a few days old!) as sometimes it's 
the adults who need somewhere to go to meet other new parents and swap baby 
stories. 

Family morning is run by volunteers who set up the hall with all the toys and 
make tea and coffee and juice and a biscuit for the children. We only ask for a very 
small contribution towards the refreshments. 

Follow us on our Bugbrooke Family Morning Facebook page for more 
information. 

We look forward to meeting you. 
Gerry, Marilyn and Anne  

Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
It will soon be a year since the Community Living Room opened its doors for the first 
time. The original idea was to provide somewhere warm for people to gather without 
worrying about the heating bills. In fact the Living Room has turned out to be much 
more of a social hub, where people get together over a cup of tea to chat to old 
friends and make some new ones. It’s open to everyone, whether you’ve lived in the 
village all your life or just moved in. 

We’ve introduced a monthly Parish Council surgery, with parish councillors 
available to answer questions and concerns, and also had visits from guests 
including the Primary School choir and NACRE, a charity that supports rural 
communities. The latest visit on 31 August was from the West Northants Council 
Customer Service Team with a drop-in session to answer queries about a wide range 
of WNC services. We are expecting this to become a regular event, so please look 
out for the next date. 

A reminder of the current timetable: 
Parish Council surgeries will be happening at the Chapel 2.30-3.30 on Thursday 

5th October, 9th November and 7th December. 
Details of visitors and any changes to this timetable are posted on Facebook 

and on village noticeboards. 
Jane Wood 

Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or Brian Britten 
(brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have any 
questions or comments. 

Bugbrooke Classic Cars? 
First let me introduce myself my name is Anthony (Tony) Inwood I have been 
associated with Bugbrooke for a considerable amount of years through Scouting in 
the village. My partner and I moved to Bugbrooke last December having lived in 
Duston for twenty six years. Now the reason for writing this article for the LINK.  

 On many of my walks around Bugbrooke I have noticed a number of classic 
cars such as MGs various models and ages, Ford Capri and mk one Fiesta, 
Caterham 7 (or Wessex) and even Porsche and Alpha Spider. I am sure there are 

about:blank
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 many other interesting cars tucked away in Bugbrooke which I have not mentioned 
by name. 

  I own a Triumph TR7 which is the ex Gina Campbell car of Bluebird fame and 
supporting paperwork to confirm this. With like-minded people in the village it may 
well be worth exploring the possibility of forming a Bugbrooke Classic Car club which 
could support village events in a number of ways to be explored. There are many 
local shows and country fairs at historic houses etc. that may be worth the trip out as 
a collective group? As an example there is a village classic car club at Kilsby which 
meet up and attend events. 

If there are any interested like minded people reading this article who would like 
to contact me by email please contact me tonyin@mail.com to see if it is worth 
looking into this further or drop a note through my door at 45 Badgers Close. 
Kind regards Tony Inwood 

LINK Profile 
Helen Sharp – Bugbrooke Youth Club Leader 

 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
No, I was born in Luton and moved to Devon when I was 6 
years old, at 15 I moved to Hertfordshire. I moved to 
Bugbrooke 23 years ago. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Mostly, I wasn’t very happy about moving schools but then I 
don’t think any child would be, I lost my father at the age of 
11 and myself and three siblings were brought up by mum. 
Who are you most proud of? 
I am so very proud of my mother, she lost her mum at the 
age of 3 and had a bit of a tough life. As well as us four 
children mum also fostered and adopted many other children, she was a very strong 
woman. 
What do you like most about Bugbrooke? 
The people! We have so many ‘doers’ in this village, we have excellent clubs for all 
that are so well run, there are plenty of activities for the children and adults and lots 
of very friendly people who make it a great place to live. 
 What is your favourite food? 
I have been a vegetarian since I was 12 years old, I love pasta and mushrooms and 
of course, chocolate! 
Do you read books? 
No, but I listen to anything audible, its great for when you are gardening, cleaning 
and cooking. I love crime and psychological thrillers. 
Do you have any hobbies? 
Yes, I enjoy baking, gardening, upcycling old furniture and long walks with my dogs. 
When did you start Bugbrooke Youth Club? 
We started in May 2002. A few parents and I decided the village could benefit from a 
Youth Club. We started in Bugbrooke Football Club, with a small tuck shop and a few 
games, after a couple of months we had a considerable number of children wishing 
to join, approximately 60/80 so we needed more space. At the time Gillian Stone was 
able to secure us a regular evening and space within the Community Centre. 
 We run entirely with a group of enthusiastic young leaders who help with 
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activities and supervision and without them youth club would not be able to run so 
thank you to Freddie, Kier, Cameron, Ethan, Fern and Kaydance. There have been 
many others over the years, too numerous to name! 
 If I can use this interview as a platform to advertise please – we run on 
Thursday evenings from 7:30-9pm (term time only) for children from year 5 to year 8. 
It is £2 admission. We have a tuck shop, pool table, air hockey, table tennis, 
badminton and Playstations. We also run craft evenings and football, and are always 
open to suggestions from our young members. We love to go outside when the 
weather is warm and dry to play ball games, frisbee and the stomp rockets are a real 
hit! 
 All the money that is raised from admission goes directly back into the club for 
new equipment and rent, we have recently received a grant from the Parish Council 
for £500.  
Have you always worked with children? 
After my youngest child was born I worked as a childminder. I also worked at 
Bugbrooke Community Primary School for 8 years and this is where I also set up and 
managed the Out of School Club. I moved onto Campion School and am currently 
working at Northampton School for Boys. I couldn’t imagine doing any other work. 
 
Obviously, Helen will not be able to run Bugbrooke Youth Club forever, if anyone is 
interested in finding out about volunteering, or for any information, please contact her 
on 07720 297830. 
Interview by Linda Hartgroves 

Bugbrooke History Group 
July 12th and a meeting of the History Group. Steve Parish came dressed as a 
Cardinal from Delapre Abbey. He brought with him a retinue of 3 nuns and a monk 
and a large number of artefacts which would have been used in 1460, the year of the 
Battle of Northampton. From wool mittens to deer skin boots, prayer books and 
rosaries, billhooks, swords and carving knives, wooden plates, stamped coins, bags, 
belts and buckles, the Cardinal produced examples of all everyday appliances. 
Steve's research  has enabled him to reproduce many objects and there were also a 
few genuine originals. It is easier to appreciate the weight of a staff or an Anglo 
Saxon sword if you have lifted it, held it. 

 On 2nd of August we had planned our Summer History Group walk. The 
weather forcast was not encouraging. The possibility of thunderstorms was strong 
and we wondered if it would be wise to postpone the walk. But I already had scones 
and jam and cream, and it seemed a shame to waste them, so we decided to go 
ahead and if the weather was truly dreadful we would have the refreshments 
anyway. Amazingly the sun came out about half an hour before we met in the church 
carpark and the walk was brilliant. John Perkins was a fabulous leader and took us 
(25 of us) on a route through the village identifying, and showing us how to identify, 
the oldest buildings and their history. This ranged from the earliest cottages to the 
substantial and important buildings still on the High Street. Several buildings and 
yards were originally farms. Owners of two of the old houses were able to tell us 
what they knew about the history of their home. John informed us of the long history 
of the village as we stood on the site of the latest archaeological dig. Many artefacts 
were found at that time by Warwick Museum. 

 Our next meeting is at the Community Centre on Sept 13th when we shall 
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welcome Steve Parish once more to give a talk called 'Putting Flesh on the Bones'. 
Too late now for you to come but I will tell you about it in the next LINK. However, 
you can make a note of the next meetings which will be on Zoom: Nov. 8th, 
Jan.10th  and March 13th  (2nd Wednesday in the month). Please make sure I have 
your e-mail address if you would like to join these informal History Group talks. 

 Dave Hewitt has arranged our talks at the Community Centre for many years 
and has decided to step back from this role. He always researched the speakers 
before inviting them to Bugbrooke and we have never had a speaker who 
disappointed us. He has also been very active in the production of our photographic 
books and in leading many of our village history walks - in fact the idea of the walk 
was instigated by Dave. Thank you Dave for everything you have done and for 
sharing your knowledge of Bugbrooke with those of us who know very little.  Please 
continue to support us. 

 Contact me if you are interested in joining the History Group for an 
occasional meeting or for everything it has on offer. Make sure that I have your e-
mail address or some other way of contacting you. 
Pat Kent (secretary)   e-mail frksp6@gmail.com  tel 01604830518 

The Wednesday Club 
During our spring/summer meetings we enjoyed a trip to the Bell Plantation for 
some shopping and a lovely afternoon tea, we held our summer garden party and 
bring and buy stall indoors in July due to the somewhat inclement weather, and we 
also had interesting talks from two of our members who gave us an insight into their 
varied experiences. 

By the time this issue goes out we will be into our autumn programme starting 
on September 6th with a talk on Indian cookery. In addition to our normal meetings, 
which always include refreshments, we shall have our autumn lunch in October, 
and  in November  we shall  be having a talk from The Air Ambulance Service, and 
our winter trip out (destination still to be confirmed). In December we will round off 
the year with  our Christmas lunch and  entertainment . 

We meet every two weeks in the Sunday School rooms from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and new members are always welcome. Transport within the village can be 
provided  for a small charge if needed. If you would like to join us or require further 
information please call Linda on 01604 831219 or Shirley on 01604 830671. 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Gift Scheme 
The committee are pleased to confirm that we will be able to issue the gift vouchers 
again this year, with the face value being the same as last years. 

As usual, the application form is in this edition of LINK, and relevant 
information is on the form as to where to post the completed applications. 

We will NOT accept any applications after the closing date this year, so please 
ensure that you complete your application by the date specified. 

The businesses within the village who will accept the vouchers as payment are 
as stated on the vouchers.  
Nigel Burt , Chairman 
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Services and Events at  
St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, 

News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

  Sunday Services – 9.30am 

1st Sunday Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday Morning Worship 

3rd Sunday Holy Communion 

4th Sunday Morning Worship 

 

Harvest Festival  1st October 

 

Regular events 

Monday   Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’      10am to 12 noon 

   Bell ringing Practice (temporarily on hold)  8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday  Church open for private prayer       10am to 11am 

Thursday   Family Morning in the Church Rooms       9am to 11am  

   - a time for parents and tots -Term time only                                              
 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Revd Nic Edwards (Rector) 01604 815496 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a 

brief message and your telephone number, and a member of the 

team will get back to you. 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  



45 

 



46 

 

Community Living Rooms:  Monday: 10:00-12:00 - Bugbrooke Church  

Tuesday: 13:30-17:00 - Jubilee House, Alternate Thursdays: 14:00-17:00 - Bugbrooke 

Chapel (See Facebook/Notice boards)  

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month 

Diary  October  

2 19:30 WI - Pomegranate Noir - The Perfumers Story  FC 

4 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

4 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

5 14:30 Parish Council surgery BC 

7  Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club - ‘Gladness’ FC 

9 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

13 19.00 Bowls Club Fashion Show CC 

16 14:00 U3A CC 

18 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

23 19:45 Flower Society - President’s Party  NHVH 

31  Closing date for OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme applications  

 November  

1 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

1 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

4 13:00 Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church Craft Fayre Ch 

6 19:30 WI - Ceramic Painter FC 

8 19:30 History Group Zoom 

9 14:30 Parish Council surgery BC 

12 11:30 Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club Christmas Fair FC 

13 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

20 14:00 U3A CC 

15 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

25  Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club Comedy Night FC 

27 19:45 Flower Society - Tony Brown “Christmas Delights”  NHVH 

29 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

                            December                   

3 16:00 Tree of Light service  Ch 

4 19:30 WI - Games and a  Christmas Party Night  FC 
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