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Spring is in the air and there are shoots of new growth all 
around, so it’s definitely time to get out and about and enjoy 
what our village has to offer. A great way to start would be to 
attend the Bugbrooke Community Open Evening which is an informal social 
gathering for the community. It should be attended by lots of clubs and groups to 
showcase what they do and potentially attract new members (see the advert for date, 
time and venue of this event). 

Also, you can look in the diary at the end of this magazine to see what’s coming 
up in April and May, for example an open day at the Bowls Club on Saturday 27th 
April, along with dates for Bugbrooke Parish Council, WI and Environmental Working 
Group meetings. 

In this edition we have news from the Cricket Club, Football Club and Bowls 
Club; the Scout Group and History Group, Nature Notes and Flower Society; 
Community Café and Community Lottery; and more including an article on history of 
the Squash Court at Cornhill. 

Please let us know what you’re doing over the Summer so that we can share 
that information in this magazine that goes to every household in the village. 

Our AGM is at 7 pm on Thursday 09 May 2024 at 31 Pilgrims Lane. 
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If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track of 
the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com.  

Parish Council 
The play area on the playing fields at the community centre has undergone a 
upgrade project to make the whole area available now Spring is here. Amongst the 
changes has seen the installation of a new roundabout. This is a significant addition 
and is I believe one of the few in the County which enables those in a Wheelchair to 
use while still seated in their chair. A new springer has been added and other minor 
amendments have been made and old equipment removed. I hope everyone enjoys 
this new facility. 

Along with other agencies the Council is trying to solve the problems generated 
by traffic at Campion School at both start and finish times. It is hoped that particularly 
with the help of parents delivering/collecting pupils we can resolve the issue. 

The hanging baskets on the lampposts on the High Street last Summer were a 
bit disappointing compared to the previous year. Whether it was down to Summer 
weather we had or something else we have decided not to have them again this 
year. As an alternative we are looking into having large flower-pots similar to those at 
Swan Valley Northampton. For these installations we would hire the containers thus 
saving the expense of purchase and enable us to evaluate them.  

The parish council will be facilitating a community event on Monday 22nd April 
at 7pm – 9pm at the Community Centre. This event if for all residents to come and 
enjoy free refreshments and find out about all the clubs and activities that go on in 
Bugbrooke. If you run a club in the village and would like to attend please contact the 
clerk by email: parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org. 

Everyone is very welcome and we would love to see lots of families attend, pop 
in to meet up with friends and find out about upcoming events in the village. 

Finally, the popular Warm Rooms initiative will continue this year thanks to a 
grant being awarded to the Council from WNC. This has proved a very successful 
event and would encourage all to continual to support the events. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

From the Rector 
As I write, the wind is howling and rain is heavy. Over recent 
days and weeks, our country has experienced some very 
stormy weather. Storms Isha and Jocelyn have caused havoc 
as fences have been toppled, bins have gone missing, 
uprooted trees have blocked roads, and our streams and rivers 
have burst their banks. We’ve certainly been keeping a close 
eye on the brook! 

Perhaps you’ve experienced other kinds of storms in your 
life. We all know that in life storms will surely come. 
Sometimes, seemingly out of nowhere, we can be faced with unexpected job loss, a 
grim diagnosis, the painful passing of a loved one, or the sorrow of goodbyes.  

What does the Christian faith offer in such circumstances? 
According to gospel accounts, Jesus famously calmed a storm.  
A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was 

nearly swamped. … The disciples woke Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you 
care if we drown?” 

about:blank
about:blank
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He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the 
wind died down and it was completely calm. Mark 4:37-39 

Like the disciples caught in the storm on the Sea of Galilee, we can feel 
overwhelmed by these trials and storms in our lives; as if our boat were sinking. 

When storms come, we’re often tempted to doubt God. The disciples, even 
though they had seen Jesus’ miracles first-hand, questioned him! When the storm 
arose, they panicked and seemed to forget who He was or what He was capable of 
doing. 

Might we find ourselves there too? 
Christians believe that following Jesus does not insulate us from life’s storms, 

but we can take comfort from knowing that God promises to hold us fast through 
them. God can calm our hearts, and He may even quiet the very storms themselves. 

God doesn’t prevent storms from coming, but the bible reveals that He is both 
present with us through them and sovereign over them. Jesus not only stayed with 
the disciples during the storm, but He displayed His power by calming it.  

So, when difficulties, fear, and pain arrive, Christians believe that we can trust 
Him to give us a peace that “surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7) and bring 
us through to a place of calm, whether it arrives in this life or the next. 

The question, then, is not “Will storms come in my life?”  They surely will.  
Rather, we might ask, “When the storms come, will I believe that Jesus is with 

us through the storm — able to deal with them — and will I trust Him?”  
He can revive weary spirits. He can calm anxious souls. 
When you know Jesus as the one who saves – the one who can calm the sea 

with a word – it’s possible for you to experience the calming of the storm. 
Reverend Nicholas Edwards 
Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 
(01604) 830373 
Usual rest day: Tuesday 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 17th April at 7.30 pm in the Sunday School. If 
you are interested in the preservation of Bugbrooke’s lovely and historic Church, 
please come along. You will be most welcome. 

We will be holding our usual Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz on Friday 5th July in 
the Community Centre. I will give more details about that in the next edition of Link. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Bugbrooke Cricket Club was saddened last month to hear the news of the passing of 
our former Chairman Michael Adams, who passed away at the beginning of February 
at the age of 87.  
 Mick, and his family, have been involved at the club, and in the village, for 
decades, being a longstanding committee member before becoming Chairman in 
2014, a role he would hold for the subsequent five years. Since stepping down, he 
remained a regular attendee of games, and providing his support, and our new 
machinery building was named in his honour. 

On the field, preparations for the new season are in full flow. Our First XI start 
their Northants League Division 5 campaign on April 27, with our Second and Third 
XIs beginning a week later. 
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As well as our league sides, we have a full range of Sunday and midwicket 
fixtures throughout the summer, with a full list available on our 
website, Bugbrooke.play-cricket.com, where full results and scorecards will be 
published for all games. 

We are delighted to open our new look pavilion at the Doc White Ground, after 
an extensive refurbishment of the lounge and bar area, providing a larger, 
modernized space to enjoy those long summer evenings ahead of us. 

The bar will be open on all matchdays and training nights, plus we will be 
hosting a range of social events throughout the summer, starting with our regular last 
Friday of the month social, which returns on Friday April 26th from 7:30pm. 

Following that, will be our quiz night on Friday May 10th, with teams of four at 
£5 per person to include a light supper. Keep an eye on our social media channels, 
@BugbrookeCC for more details on this and any further events. 

Junior cricket will also return next month as we once again host the ECB’s 
popular All Stars and Dynamos programs for youngsters aged 5-8 (All Stars) and 8-
11 (Dynamos), starting from Friday May 17th. Sign-ups are now available via the 
ECB, just search either All Stars or Dynamos cricket. 

2024 marks 50 years since the founding of St Michaels 74 Cricket Club, which 
played at the Playing Fields for 45 years prior to cricket in Bugbrooke being unified 
with our merger five years ago. To mark the anniversary we will be hosting a special 
match on Sunday May 26, when SM74 players past and present unite to face a 
Bugbrooke XI. 

Three weeks prior we will also host the annual Francis & Spruels memorial 
game on Sunday May 5, as we remember two families close to our hearts. 

With training now underway, we always welcome new members, either playing 
or social, if you’re looking to get into cricket, have newly moved into the village and 
are looking to start playing again, please don’t hesitate to get in touch, or come along 
to training on a Tuesday evening, at the Doc White Ground from 6:30pm. 

For that, or any other queries contact us via Secretary Ciaran Thomas on 07906 
935420, on email bugbrookecc@gmail.com, or message us on Facebook @ 
Bugbrooke Cricket Club. Alternatively our club President Peter White 
is p.g.white@btinternet.com and 01604 830452. 
Ciaran Thomas  

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
What is one of the most effective sustainable actions an individual can take? Vote for 
the climate! There is now no reasonable doubt that the climate is changing and that 
this presents an imminent threat to the lives and lifestyles of people everywhere. 
Therefore it is critical that our politicians provide strong leadership on this issue.  

So how do we decide who to vote for with the climate in mind?  First of all, look 
at all parties’ promises and judge whether they truly understand the risks and 
urgency of climate change and biodiversity loss. When interviewed do they show 
passion and commitment to environmental protection? And does it align with what 
they’ve actually been doing? What other policies do they have that may conflict with 
climate policies? For example, the pursuit of economic growth is something that 
needs to be balanced carefully with slowing down climate change. On the other 
hand, tackling the cost of living crisis through home insulation initiatives, and energy 
security through investment in UK clean energy, will generally also reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
mailto:bugbrookecc@gmail.com
mailto:p.g.white@btinternet.com
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As a guide to what our next government should be doing to keep us safe in the 
coming years there is a useful summary of the key recommendations from the 
Climate Change Committee (CCC). The CCC is an independent statutory body 
established under the Climate Change Act 2008 to advise the UK government on 
emissions targets. 

You can also look at MPs’ voting record on climate and nature issues, which will 
give you a sense of how seriously they take climate change and biodiversity loss; this 
can be found on a website called VoteClimate. This apolitical organisation will also 
advise which vote in your constituency will provide the strongest vote for the climate. 
In the meantime, they will demonstrate to the parties through their membership 
numbers just how many people will be voting for the climate – this should hopefully 
influence the manifestos! A couple of other campaigns are useful to check out too: 
The Commitment and Greenpeace’s Project Climate Vote. Neither of these will 
advise on how to vote in the next election but will help to pressure parties into taking 
climate policies seriously. You can sign up to all these initiatives – by including 
yourself in their membership numbers, you will help to demonstrate the strength of 
public feeling for serious climate policies.  
Litter picks 
We’ve just completed our second litter pick of the year along Johns Road and 
surrounding areas. Huge thanks to the Bugbrooke residents who gave a little of their 
time to help out. Together we collected 8 bags and then enjoyed some cake as a 
nice little reward, thanks to Wendy Barton. 
Air Ambulance recycling day 
Our next recycling day is Friday 19 April at the Community Centre, 10am – 4pm. 
Items accepted generally include: clothes, toys, craft supplies, electronics (ensure 
phones and tablets are unlocked) and bric-a-brac. 
Trees giveaway 
We were delighted with the response to our offer of free trees. Thank you to 
everyone who adopted one or more of the tiny trees – we would really love to see 
photos of where you planted them and how they progress. We are hoping to do 
another tree giveaway this autumn so look out for that. 
Our meetings 
Environmental Working Group meetings are held bi-monthly on the first Wednesday 
of the month at the Community Centre, 7.30 – 8.30pm. The next meeting is 
Wednesday 1st May. You can also follow us on Facebook or contact us via email for 
updates. 
Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com)  
and Jane Wood (janewood.bpc@gmail.com) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 
References: 
Climate Change Committee. 2023 Progress Report to Parliament: https://
www.theccc.org.uk/publication/2023-progress-report-to-parliament/ 
VoteClimate UK https://voteclimate.uk/ 
The Commitment: https://www.thecommitment.uk/ 
Greenpeace Project Climate Vote: https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/take-action/
project-climate-vote/ 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


12 

 



13 

 

Bugbrooke History Group 
I did not like history when I was at school. Perhaps that’s why I find it so fascinating 
now.  At school it was all about dates which I couldn’t remember, but now it’s about 
people living amazing lives. It’s about the buildings they lived and worked in, their 
beliefs and their battles.  

We are a small sociable group here in Bugbrooke, but are part of two larger 
Northamptonshire county groups; C.L.A.S.P. is about archaeology, and the Heritage 
Society covers just about everything. Our Bugbrooke History Group meets every two 
months but Heritage and CLASP have many more events to enjoy. The latest 
CLASP meeting concentrated on the Roman settlement at Banaventa (a few miles 
up the A5) and the latest Heritage meeting gave us a guided tour and history of 
Sulgrave Manor as well as invitations to many of the historically interesting places 
around us. 

In January you didn’t have to venture out to hear a talk on Zoom given by Jo 
Parish about Votes for Women. Jo traced the history of woman’s position in society. 
She took us back to times when women were powerful in society and she offered 
ideas as to when and how that power was lost, when men dominated and how 
women had to struggle for equality and fight for a vote. We all know that the struggle 
has cost many their lives and still it goes on. 

Our last Zoom meeting of the season is on March 13th and the next meeting will 
be at the Community Centre on May 15th. 

For anyone who wants more activity, there will soon be another dig at the 
Roman site, arranged by CLASP and a conference in Coventry on Heritage and 
Democracy if you want a good discussion. 

Contact me for more information about the History Group and its meetings, or 
CLASP or Heritage society. 
Pat Kent (secretary)  email frksp6@gmail.com.  Tel 01604830518 

Bugbrooke Community Cafe 
Welcome to the first of the new regular reports from Bugbrooke Community Cafe.  All 
the gossip and news (fake and otherwise - it depends on how much we need the 
publicity). 

 As you may know, we opened eleven years ago.  The members of the Church 
had a vision - yes, they still happen.  It was to re-purpose the Sunday School rooms 
as a hub for the whole community.  Its purpose was primarily to serve as a meeting 
place and a welcoming space for people to chat and relax.   Costs had to be covered, 
obviously, but making a profit was not the main motive.  That still applies.  We love to 
make a reasonable profit, but it is distributed if there is enough, and over the years 
we have been able to give meaningful donations to local groups and to projects in 
Africa.  It’s a good feeling to know that we can make even a small difference to some 
lives - and that is because we have wonderful customers and staff.  People keep 
coming back for more cake, even when it’s flat, burnt (oh, sorry, that’s the bacon - 
sometimes!) or lacking a vital ingredient.  Our mantra remains, “Carry on - it’ll be 
fine!” 

We have had a very stable workforce over the years.  Many are still with us, 
failing joints and short-term memories notwithstanding.  Our first manager was Jo, 
who set us on the road to success, and is now trying to improve the fortunes at 
British Airways. Then Phillippa was with us until last year and is now learning how 

mailto:frksp6@gmail.com
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not to wake up at three o’clock in the morning worrying about the freezers.  Now, 
Faye is putting up with all the differing opinions voiced by the volunteers (usually at 
the same time and when she is trying to fry an egg).  She has introduced many new 
menu items, which are all proving popular, and which mean more work for her, but 
hey, she can cope.  We have new volunteers too, and they are always very 
welcome.  There is  always room for more too so if you have a few hours spare  and 
want to get involved,  pop in and see us.  

New for March is the introduction of a loyalty card for bean to cup coffee. Come 
in and pick yours up now and get a coffee on us !  

The garden is looking good, thanks to Elaine and Paul. We have new raised veg 
beds in to grow produce for the kitchen and our plant tables will be operational again 
after Easter, with vegetable seedlings and ornamentals as usual.   
 Although we are not affiliated with the Church, we should greatly thank the PCC and 
the congregation, especially Dave Clayson, for their idea and for driving it forward, 
and for not charging us a commercial rent, especially when they have to maintain the 
church and pay their diocesan share.  Without them, and our volunteers and our loyal 
customers we would not be here. 

We would also like to remember the volunteers who are no longer with us - Sue 
Pace, Tony Pace and, just recently, Sylvia Topliss.  They are greatly missed.  But we 
are also seeing babies growing up!  It's wonderful to think of the continuity of their 
presence. 

PLEASE NOTE: despite the love we expressed above, we will be closing over 
Easter  from and including 27th March and re-opening 9th April.  Other cafes are 
available!  
Catherine Parry 

Investment in Bugbrooke 
During the last 3 months we have seen 2 large investments in the village. Unusual 
Rigging and The Stores have both considerably improved their facilities to the future 
benefit of the community. Unusual Rigging will provide a long term source of local 
labour whilst The Stores will upgrade our shopping choices and also provide a new 
Post Office and takeaway facility. We owe them both a thank you for showing a 
commitment to our improved benefits for the future. The Chapel is also looking to a 
new future with a few ex-members of the Jesus Fellowship claiming ownership of the 
building. It is to be hoped they will take their guide from the aforementioned 
organisations and make improvements to the Chapel that will benefit future 
generations and create closer links with village people. Bugbrooke has fostered non-
conformism since the days of the Quakers in the 1600s and that tradition needs to be 
maintained. We look forward to seeing what improvements will be made once they 
deem to publish their ideas to the community that built the Chapel back in 1805.  
John Curtis  

Nature Notes 
There’s a building trend for spring to be even earlier each year and this year is no 
exception. Our winter has been so mild and wet and we’ve had blackthorn flowering 
in February in the past… but this year it’s surpassed all records up here by being in 
flower in mid-January. My Wordsworth daffodils were flowering in early February. 
Buds were breaking earlier too. Birds were choosing their mates and becoming more 
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territorial, building their nests. All are indicative of the climate change we’re 
experiencing. According to the National Trust, birds are nesting 30 days earlier than 
in 1960. 

With this in mind, it is interesting to see that blue tits are increasing in numbers 
when you realise they often have only one clutch of babies each year. Their 
successful breeding is reliant on their timing which has to coincide with food for their 
young who are fed on juicy caterpillers. Scientists believe they are using the timing of 
bud burst to start nesting (birch being one of the earliest) to ensure there will be food 
for their young. 

For a while, I’ve been disappointed in the performance of my beautiful, delicate 
wood anemones (a member of the buttercup family) that I planted in our small 
woodland area roughly 30 years ago. They spread via rhizomes that creep slowly 
across the woodland floor. But I have recently read that they only spread at a rate of 
6 feet per 100 years. So they’re forgiven… I should have planted more! If you come 
across a woodland floor that is covered in these beautiful flowers, then you know 
you’re in an ancient woodland. They enjoy the sunshine and flower from March to 
May while the tree canopy is still leafless. 
Pamela  Cox 

Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout group 
All three sections have been busy working towards earning badges and learning new 
skills. Each section has welcomed new members. Cubs and beavers continue to 
meet together on a Monday evening and this has proved to be successful. Both 
sections have worked towards their space and astronomy badge, their chef and 
cooks badge where they cooked a meal in the hut and enjoyed eating it afterwards. 
They made beef burgers with salad and for dessert a mixed fruit crumble with 
custard for dessert. They learnt about safety in the kitchen and had a demonstration 
on how to use knifes safely by one of our leaders who is a chef. They were amazed 
at how he could talk and look at them while chopping vegetables and the speed in 
which he was doing it. As part of their badge work, they learnt about a healthy diet 
and what they could do to keep themselves healthy. They enjoyed making their 
burgers and crumble and enjoyed eating them even more. They have also completed 
their DIY badge by learning how to use tools safely and made bird boxes which have 
been donated to Bugbrooke primary school. Last week they had a visit from a parent 
who is a chocolatier who explained to them how chocolate was made and where the 
cocoa beans came from. They certainly enjoyed tasting the different types of 
chocolate. In a few weeks time they will be inviting their mums or important female in 
their lives to the hut to join in the fun and games. 

Scouts have also been busy working towards their badges, they have learnt 
about map reading, astronautics, participated in a taskmaster evening and have 
been busy painting Warhammer models and next week will be creating scenery for 
their models. 

All sections are looking forward to the family camp which is being held in May 
and cubs will be attending the cub district camp in June at Blackwell adventure 
centre. 

 For more information about Bugbrooke and Harpole scout group you can email 
us on Bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com, message via Facebook on our Facebook 
page Bugbrooke and Harpole scout group or WhatsApp or text on 07512765034. 
Sue Beckingham, Group scout leader 

mailto:Bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com
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Cubs and Scouts working towards their badges 
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Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Out of season, the fantastic efforts of volunteers continue with improvements to the 
bowls ground and facilities and this will be much appreciated when we start playing 
outdoors again at the end of this month. In particular many thanks to Kevin Paul for 
the supply and fitting of a new door to the changing room building, the refurbishment 
of which has been the focus of most of the work. 

A regular and enjoyable 
social and fundraising 
programme over the last 
year has proved really 
successful, with quizzes, 
barbeque, fashion show and 
a table top sale. Our AGM 
was held in February and 
the committee members and 
officers were elected for the 
year. Our presentation 
evening took place in March 
at the Community Centre, 
overlooking the green. 
For members we offer 
friendly matches, generally 
played at weekends, with 
other clubs; a Monday 
evening men’s league 
competition and knock-out 
rounds; Tuesday evening 
social sessions from 6:15 pm 

Ally Smith and Bob Mackintosh awarded the Bugbrooke 
Bowls Club Pairs Shield by Paul Cockcroft  



21 

 



22 

 



23 

 

May to September; Thursday evening competition games within the club; practice on 
the green when other matches are not taking place, County Competitions, Pairs and 
Triples Competitions; Manfield Cup Knock-out with groups from teams across 
Northamptonshire.  

The first open day is on Saturday April 27th 2024 between 2 pm and 5 pm, 
which will be a great opportunity to come along and have a go at bowls. The second 
open day is on Saturday June 8th 2024 between 2 pm and 5 pm, and we propose to 
have a barbeque as part of this social event. You can join the club as a member on 
these dates or at any time before or during the season.  

All you need to do is contact me or any committee member and we will get an 
application form out to you. The annual membership fees have remained as last year 
and at £65 for full membership is a great investment. For applicants new to bowls, 
the trial membership fee is £40 and £10 for junior membership (under 18 years old). 

Non-members are most welcome to attend on the Tuesday evening social 
sessions and this has proved to be really successful and a great way for people to 
get started with bowls.  

Please join us this year and enjoy the sport, the company and the social life – 
we’re really looking forward to welcoming you. I’ll be at the Community Open 
Evening on Monday April 22nd if you want to pop in for a chat about bowls. 
Paul Cockcroft, 01604 831688 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
2024 is our Golden Anniversary year. Fifty years of friendship and flowers. The ten 
years since I wrote about our 40th anniversary have flown by. I can't imagine that I 
will be around to  write about our 60th!! The world has changed beyond recognition 
since 1974 but the pleasure so many of us have for flowers remains the same. 

The year got off to a great start with Andrew Lloyd's 'At the Turn of the Year'. 
His flowers and designs were stunning. On 22nd April Michael Monticello's title is 
'Aspirations'. 

We are looking forward to some exciting outings and activities during our 
special year. A visit to Malvern Spring Show is planned and later in the year a trip to 
Floral Media in Nottinghamshire. In September our club will host the South Midlands 
Area Show in the Community Centre. In October, the month of our very first meeting, 
an anniversary meal will be our main celebration. 

We look forward to welcoming members and visitors to Nether Heyford Village 
Hall at 7.30 pm on the 4th Monday of each month (except Bank Holidays). 
Jane Barker 

Badgers Classic and Sportscar Group 
We seem to be moving along at some pace, with many suggestions for future events 
coming forward. We now have members from Flore who have recently joined, 
adding, for those with long memories, cars such as a Rover 3500S same body 
shape as the Rover 2000 from the 1960's -1970's  and an MG Midget plus a Hillman 
Imp. Plans for the Rotary Club charity event cars at the Spa in Leamington on June 
16th are going well, we now have enough cars going along to be able to form a 
group display in an allocated area. As stated previously this show is open to 
members of the public; you are welcome to attend, there will be musical items on all 
day such as the Rock choir along with a few groups plus a silver band. For those 
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interested in the classic cars and bikes there will be a question and answer session 
on the live stage. We have been asked to take part if any of our members are brave 
enough to talk about their car or classic motor bike on the stage? Any takers let me 
know. 

 I have had a meeting recently with a town councillor from Daventry. There is 
a classic car event being held there on 11th May we have been invited to attend at a 
discounted group rate of three pounds per entry by using our group name. We have 
also received a quote for merchandise such as baseball caps, key rings and polo 
shirts  sporting the Badgers logo — this is under consideration, watch this space. 

Under discussion at our next meeting is to plan an event for the 
village, hopefully this year during the summer. It may come around a bit too soon but 
we will work towards sorting something out. If there are any people out there 
interested in joining our group please email tonyin@mail.com. You do not need to 
have a classic car or motor bike just an interest in them. Any offer to help out with 
group or village events where we are involved would be welcome.  
Tony Inwood 

Bugbrooke St Michael Football Club 
Sunday February 25th 
Unfortunately I start by saying the weather has been the winner more than any of our 
teams over the last two months where the rainfall we. have seen has been extreme 
to say the least. 

I can say though in games that have been able to take place the club has been 
well represented. Our First Team are mid-table in their Division and are playing 
some wonderful football. One of our U18s teams are in the Final of the NFA Cup and 
right at the other end of our youth programme our U8s are in a Semi-Final against 
Brackley Town away on March 16th and we wish them all the very best. 

Our Ladies Team have made it to the NTFA Cup Final, Opponents and date to 
be announced later, they also sit 3rd in their league, but with games in hand, so if 
they win those games they could achieve a league and cup double. Which is a 
fantastic achievement. Congratulations to their manager Stuart White for all he has 
done for our Ladies Team. 

As no games have been played at the club for a number of weeks we have 
been dependent on our Fund Raising to bring much welcomed revenue into the club. 
On February 10th we had 130 attend our Comedy Night and the next comedy night 
is on Saturday April 13th tickets from Will Marriott on 07794125750 price £15 each.  

A Tribute Act is visiting us on Saturday 27th April the band is called Gladness 
which is a tribute to the band Madness, tickets are £15 each from Steve Reeve 
07905791432.  

Our end of Season presentation week-end will be held over the weekend of 
Friday 7th / Saturday 8th / Sunday 9th of June where there will be a Marquee on the 
Main Pitch.  

Live bands will be performing on the Friday and Saturday Evenings, the bands 
who are playing are The Mojos and Pure Genius.  

Tickets will be available from Tyler Reeve 07957397363. 
Our friends from Vöhl are visiting us from Sunday 5th May to Saturday 

11th May, matches against our u12s and u13s will be played most evenings. On the 
Friday evening we will come together for a presentation evening where the clubs 
exchange gifts. 

mailto:tonyin@mail.com
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We have been approached by Graham Derby from Bugbrooke Cricket Club for 
the Vöhl teams to play some cricket which I wish to thank Graham for I know the last 
time Vöhl visited us they really enjoyed it as they don't play cricket in their area of 
Germany. 

Any person that has been to Vöhl or played against them here in Bugbrooke are 
invited to come up to the Clubhouse as it will be open every evening while our 
visitors are with us. 

On a completely different item are there any ex/players or new residents to our 
village who would like to get involved with the club in any way, your help would be 
greatly appreciated.  

For further information please contact our chairman Kevin Gardner 
07889288189 
Will Marriott , President BSMFC  

Village Profile 
Debbie Anderson – Owner of Fountain of Knowledge Montessori Nursery School 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
No, I moved here in 1999. I wanted to run a business and was 
looking for premises and a lovely village for my children to grow 
up in. I found the property and had to make lots of changes and 
alterations. I started The Fountain of Knowledge Montessori in 
1999 and have been here for twenty-five years. 
Have you always worked with children? 
I started my career when I left school and qualified as a nurse, 
mainly working with people with special educational needs for a 
number of years. I then retrained as a Montessori teacher as I 
wanted to link my nursing background in with this new teaching 
qualification. 

Dr Maria Montessori devised her teaching methods in 1920 
originally for children with special educational needs. She then revised it so every 
child would benefit from the Montessori approach. I fully believe in the philosophy of 
the teaching and it has stood the test of time.  
Where were you born? 
I was born near Liverpool. I moved to Leicester when I was eighteen months old. I 
lived there for many years. When I divorced, my three children and I moved to 
Bugbrooke and started my business. 

I met Paul, my husband, twenty-seven years ago and we have been married for 
twenty-one years. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
I absolutely did, my parents were both in Education so we had the long summer 
holidays. We toured Italy and Austria and had many educational visits. I remember 
our happy camping trips; mum would let my older sister cook in the howling wind and 
rain. My dad used to take us on his little boat on the North Sea off Berwick-upon- 
Tweed to sea fish. 
What is your favourite food? 
Anything that I don’t have to cook myself!  I like Chinese and Indian; my husband 
does enjoy cooking for the family and he makes a lovely curry. 
Do you have any hobbies? 
My youngest daughter very much loved horses so that became my hobby too. We 
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took her Spanish horse across to Italy to compete in a Spanish Horse Dressage 
competition, it was an amazing experience. When she decided to sell her horse, it 
was gut wrenching but the very same evening my son rang me to ask if I fancied 
becoming a Nanna, so I swapped horses for grandchildren! I have a five year old 
granddaughter and a nine month old grandson.  
Who/ what are you most proud of? 
Professionally, I am most proud of the award that we won in 2022 “Northampton 
Nursery of the Year” this was an absolute amazing accomplishment, I was absolutely 
delighted with the award. 

I am very proud of the people that train through me, especially when they all 
achieve distinctions for their qualifications. 

My three children make me 
very proud, my son has his 
own business, one of my 
daughters is a buyer for Aldi 
and the other daughter is an 
accountant in London. 
Do you enjoy travelling? 
I love travelling, particularly 
cruising on the ocean. We 
have friends that live in 
America and every year we 
meet up for our annual holiday, 
this year we are going around 
the Mediterranean, starting in 
Spain and ending up in Venice.  
I don’t have the time to have multiple holidays so cruising enables you to visit many 
different countries and allows you to experience different cultures all in one trip. I 
love the idea of going to bed in one country and waking up somewhere different. 
Do you enjoy reading, if so, who is your favourite author? 
I enjoy reading as a form of relaxation. Books by Jojo Moyes are always a good 
read. 
Do you listen to music? 
Having a husband who spent a lot of his teenage years and University years as a DJ 
we often have music on in the house. If I had to pick one favourite artist it would have 
to be Bryan Adams. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
It has a lovely village rural feel about it but is still big enough to support shops, 
takeaways, pubs, a surgery and Pharmacy. 
Although I am not sporty myself there are lots of sporting activities for families to get 
involved in which is great, however, I am a social member of the Rugby Club which 
has a lovely welcoming atmosphere. 
Do you have any advice for the younger generation? 
Work really hard at school to gain good grades for your Maths and English GCSE’s 
as so much of your future education depends on these building blocks! 
Interview by Linda Hartgroves 
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Bugbrooke Community Lottery 
Hello from BCL. 

We thought you would like to hear this time about the commu-
nity initiatives being provided by your Community Lottery, active 
since August 2023. 

We were excited to invite our past winners to our live January 
Bumper Draw at the Community Cafe. We enjoyed tea and cake and seeing others 
join the winner’s podium, with £600 being shared!  

So far we have paid out £2,300 in prizes and £1,070 in grants to Bugbrooke 
residents and groups.  Thank you for supporting us to support your community. 

Our grants committee meet every quarter. We do however have an emergency 
fund and we are able to respond accordingly if necessary. 

We invite you to nominate an individual if you feel they need support through 
our grant system. We also invite you to nominate someone to receive our monthly 
Thank You award as recognition for all that they do in the village, going above and 
beyond to help you or the community. 

By emphasising the importance of community participation through lottery en-
tries, you are fostering a sense of collective responsibility and empowerment among 
residents. This collaborative approach is essential in creating a thriving and suppor-
tive community environment.  If you know of anyone who would benefit from a help-
ing hand to make their life a little better, please let us know by filling in our online 
form at www.playbcl.org/apply-for-a-grant  

Keep up the great work and we look forward to continuing to make a positive 
difference in the lives of Bugbrooke residents! 
Lynne Cockcroft 

about:blank
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A present day busy scene at the Wharf from Stan Clark’s facebook post. His 
comments are below. 

 
 
“In the distance there is a very narrow part of the canal where in my early youth 

used to be a swing bridge, it is at this point during the warm summer months Mrs 
Florence Howard used to give us village children free swiming lessons Saturday 
and Sunday mornings, the swing bridge was removed by the army during the second 
world war, and replaced with a Bailey Bridge to enable heavy Tanks to cross the ca-
nal at this point followed by travelling down the field, through the brook and onwards 
through Browns Farm at the bottom of Camp Hill, and on up Pilgrims Lane and the 
Bridal road to Rotherthorpe. “ 

 
Selena Stanford also commented 
 
“When being taken for walks with Mrs Dowson in my early youth many a time I 

have seen canal boats having coal unloaded from them as well as other goods, also 
at one time there was a manual crane for loading or unloading boats with.”  



31 

 



32 

 



33 

 

Bugbrooke Community Open Evening 
I hope you are well and having a good start to 2024. Many of you may remember last 
year the parish council started to try to move away from holding a formal Annual 
Meeting to more of a Community Event. 

We were very lucky to have a number of organisations put up amazing table 
displays and the WI provided refreshments and delicious cakes. 

 The council would like to try this format again on Monday 22nd April. There will 
be no council meeting that evening so it will be a great opportunity to have a proper 
Bugbrooke Community Open Evening. 

 The parish council would like to get as many people in the village to attend this 
informal social gathering for the community and the clubs. It would be great to get 
lots of clubs/groups at the event to showcase what you do and potentially attract new 
members. If anyone has any ideas for the evening these would be gratefully 
received. It would be wonderful to attract children and their families too. 

 If you normally produce a written report, Allotment Association, Food Bank, 
Café, BSACC, Unitary - please do so as usual and send it to me by 15th April. If any 
other groups would like to provide a summary of their year; especially those receiving 
grants or Coronation money, these would be welcomed too. These reports provide 
written history for future generations but will not be read out or presented as we 
would like to encourage a more interactive format but they will eventually be bound 
and sent to the records office so they form part of Bugbrooke’s history. 

 If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me via email and 
we can arrange to meet up if you prefer. 

Nicola Palmer, Clerk to Bugbrooke Parish Council 

Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2024 
This was the 15th Bugbrooke Birdwatch and 35 people took part. Last year there 
were 40 people. This is the lowest turnout since I began in 2010. 34 different species 
were seen (39 last year). The range of birds species seen in each garden was 3-20 
(last year 3-21) and the average was 9.4 (last year 10.6). The graphs are available 
on the LINK website and they show how many of each species were recorded in the 
village and the frequency (that is how likely you are to see a particular species in 
your garden). There is also a graph which shows the trends in numbers of the most 
regularly seen birds from 2010 to 2024. The top tens are available too.  

I have decided that this Birdwatch will be my last and it is a time to reflect upon 
the changes I have seen in the bird life since moving here more than forty years ago. 
Before Bugbrooke, we had lived in various parts of the country but always in an 
urban environment. I have been interested in birds since I was given an Observer 
Book of Birds when I was 9 and living in Walsall, on the edge of the Black Country. I 
saw House Sparrows, Starlings, Blackbirds and Robins, and that was the limit of my 
experience. It expanded as the air became cleaner to include grubby Blue Tits.  

However, it wasn’t until moving to Bugbrooke that my eyes were opened. We 
had Swallows nesting in the front porch right from the start and that continued for 
several years. Then they didn’t come again. There were Redpolls, Nuthatches, 
Bullfinches, Bramblings, Mistle Thrush, Siskins and Jays in the garden regularly and 
going for walks around the village, you would often see Kingfishers by the brook 
under the aqueduct, Skylarks in the summer fields and Lapwings in the winter 
months. The dawn chorus in May was worth waking up early for and the Cuckoo’s 
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call could be relied upon to be heard during the late Spring. It is not to say that you 
won’t see or hear these birds now, but they are more likely to be an occasional or 
rare sighting. 

Looking at my results for the first Birdwatch in 2010, the most common bird was 
the Chaffinch. This year I didn’t see any. Something has changed. We do see birds 
we didn’t see in the 1980s such as Red Kites which were reintroduced to the country 
a few years ago and they are thriving, as are Woodpigeons and Magpies, but I feel a 
lot has been lost. Are fewer birds visiting the gardens?  Perhaps more regulation 
about leaving wild strips around fields and not cutting the verges so severely has 
paid off and the birds are less reliant upon the food we give them in the winter? Do 
milder winters mean that there is enough food to go round in the countryside?  Or are 
there fewer birds around generally? Has Avian flu had an impact? Is global warming 
making a difference? 

I cannot offer explanations for the change but if you care, (and I assume you do 
or you wouldn’t have read this far), it is up to you to do what you can, especially in a 
severe winter. It is obvious from the graph of numbers over the years of the 
Birdwatch, which was the bad winter. Your garden is a haven for birds and wildlife. 
Information on how to make it nature friendly has never been so easily available. The 
RSPB website has information on how you can help by gardening for wildlife. A lawn, 
a pond and planting plants which have seeds and berries are obvious ways to make 
a difference.  

Perhaps you don’t believe in man-made climate change, but even if it’s part of a 
natural cycle of climate change, we should make an effort to mitigate its impact. It 
seems to be happening and it will affect us and our wildlife. Whatever the cause, we 
are all going to be the losers. We all know what we should do. 

Thanks to all of you who have joined in the Birdwatch, some of whom have 
done so every year since we started. I shall continue to do the annual RSPB Big 
Birdwatch and I encourage you to do it too. I have enjoyed meeting you and hearing 
your experiences and if I have encouraged one more person to be interested in their 
garden birds, it’s something. Keep supporting our wildlife. “You don’t know what 
you’ve got ’til it’s gone”, and once gone, it might be forever! 
Margaret Cooke 

Bugbrooke WI 
Hopefully spring has well and truly sprung by now. We enjoyed our afternoon 
meetings during the winter and are now back to evenings. 

 We exercised our brains in January with our annual quiz, and our bodies in 
February when Robert Agar Hutton led us in a few Tai Chi and Quigong movements 
after explaining these ancient arts. 

 March will bring our Annual General Meeting when our Committee will be 
elected and, after the serious business part of the meeting, we will be entertained 
with a brief history of tattooing. 

 On April the 8th Andrew Castley and the Cut a Caper Band will give us an 
introduction to folk music from the medieval to the 19th Century. Then, in May, we 
will be joining forces with Harpole WI to vote on this year’s resolution. Harpole will be 
hosting this year so at the present time the venue is still to be advised.  The 
resolutions we had to choose from were 

1.      Dental Health Matters 
2.      Impacts of Poor Housing 
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3.      Say “No” to Gambling Advertising 
4.      Improving outcomes for women in the Criminal Justice System 
When the resolution is chosen and passed it turns into a WI Campaign and 

further action is taken on it. 
 If you would like to join us at any meeting you will be made very welcome. 

There is a small charge for guests. 
For further information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 

317398. 
Brenda Astell 

Singers’ Pianist Kicks The Bucket! 
No sooner had Heyford Singers commenced January rehearsals for their Spring 
Concert in May than their valued piano accompanist, Graham Kinnersly, fell over a 
bucket whilst gardening and broke his arm! 

Now a one-armed piano-player is automatically at a disadvantage so we had to 
cast around for an alternative. We were indeed fortunate to enlist at very short notice 
Alan Cufaude as a stand-in who has risen to the task magnificently. 

By training Alan is a church organist so to leap into accompanying The Heyford 
Singers in ‘All That Jazz’ and ‘Sounds of Simon and Garfunkel’ is quite a leap, but he 
has coped magnificently and our rehearsals are once again back on track. 

At the time of writing in March I am happy to say that Graham is making a good 
recovery and we expect him back imminently. 

What this is leading up to is to announce that tickets are now on sale for our 
Spring Concert 
On May 10th &11th at 7.30pm, in Nether Heyford Village Hall 
Tickets are available at £10 each, (children under 14 £5), 
Wine and soft drinks included! 
from Keith Rands-Allen  01327 340741 or 07971 786912 
or send an email to kvra44@gmail.com 
Our concerts normally sell out so reserve your tickets now to avoid 

disappointment! 

 A Potted History of the Squash Court at Cornhill 
1909—1924 
Just over a mile to the Southwest of Bugbrooke en route to the A5 stands the hamlet 
of Cornhill, formerly Corn Hill. Here you will find a Grade II listed manor house, a 
farm, a handful of cottages and converted barns and, surprisingly, a squash court, 
which has been the home of the Cornhill Squash Club since 1970. 

This single squash court has an interesting, if not unique, history which has only 
recently fully come to light as a result of delving into the archives to better 
understand the background to the property that houses the court, its historical links to 
Cornhill Manor and the various owners of the court over the past 115 years. 

The current Cornhill Manor House was built in 1909, three years after Frank 
Hawthorn Burn, a colliery owner from Tynemouth in Northumberland had purchased 
the Cornhill estate in 1906 from Mary Turville Lister, the widow of the Reverend 
Henry Lister who had died in 1897. Frank Burn’s first action was to demolish the 
original manor house, known as Pattishall House, which he completed during 1908. 
In its place, Cornhill Manor was designed by Mr Burn’s architect, Harold Ogle 
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Tarbolton of Nottingham, and built using local labour and materials and some 
woodworking specialists from Edinburgh over the course of the next 12 months. 

The “Squash Fives” court, as it was originally termed was built at the end of 
1909 about 200 metres down the drive from the main house. The court was directly 
attached to a farm barn at one end, and this dictated the height of the overall 
building. The high-quality materials used to build the court were very similar to those 
used in the new Cornhill Manor House. In fact, the sprung ballroom floor and the 
sprung squash court floor were both made from Canadian Maplewood and have both 
lasted over 100 years of dancing and playing. The term “Squash Fives” was 
reasonably common during the early 20th century as the sport of Rugby Fives 
(played with a hard ball similar to a hockey ball and leather gloves rather than a 
racket) was quite popular with the landed gentry and at many public schools and was 
a precursor to the sport of Squash Racquets which gained in popularity from the 
1920’s onwards. The difference in court dimensions was relatively insignificant and, 
even today, the Cornhill squash court is one foot narrower than a standard court, 
albeit with non-standard wooden beams holding up the roof. 

Frank Burn (who became the High Sheriff of Northamptonshire in 1919) and his 
family, including his son, Major Christopher Hawthorn Burn MC, who played Fives at 
public school, and their friends used the “Squash Fives” court from 1909 to 1922 
when they relocated to live in Portman Square, London. Frank Burn’s daughter, 
Audrey Cicely Hawthorn Burn (known as Bluebelle) unfortunately died of polio at the 
age of 11 – there are two stained glass windows in St Michael and All Angels Church 
in Bugbrooke that were funded by the Burns’ family in Bluebelle’s memory in 1912. 

For a brief period of two years, the Cornhill estate was rented by George 
William Anderson, a retired East India shipping merchant, and his wife, Edith. Their 
two sons, Major William Rose Wood Anderson and Major Richard Gordon Fabian 
Anderson both fought in the First World War and would have played squash at 
Cornhill. 

By 1925, the court was used exclusively for squash as the sport’s popularity 
increased in the UK. The Cornhill estate was sold by auction for £13,000 on 28th 
February 1925 with the buyer being Lt Col Gerald Walton Hobson CMG, DSO, JP 
and his wife, Wynifred, and their three children, Geraldine Hermione Hobson, 
Brigadier Richard Walton Hobson CBE and the Right Honourable Sir John Gardiner 
Sumner Hobson OBE, TD, QC, PC, MP. Lt Col Hobson was a known associate of 
Winston Churchill. The Hobson family owned the estate and used the squash court 
for 14 years until just after the start of the Second World War in 1939. 

In November 1939, the Cornhill estate was partly broken up with the Manor 
House, the squash court and 16 acres of land being sold to Francis Norman Gee 
who was a partner in a large construction company, Gee, Walker and Slater Ltd. 
During the war years, Mr Gee came to an arrangement with the British Army and the 
Royal Hussars used the Manor House as their headquarters and the estate for tank 
training. The military personnel used the squash court as part of their fitness regime. 

After the War, Mr Gee sold Cornhill Manor, the squash court and the estate 
land to two local people – Dr Francis Fisher Waddy, a Consultant Anaesthetist at 
Northampton General Hospital, and Oliver Adams, the owner of a Northampton 
bakery. Dr Waddy and Mr Adams changed the use of the Manor House, and it 
became the Cornhill Hotel in 1946, with the residents and staff using the squash 
court during their leisure time. Over the next few years, a new company was formed 
in the name of The Cornhill Country Club and Guest House Ltd and the hotel 
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became a popular venue for the local community with regular dinner dances in the 
ballroom. This period also increased the number of games being played on the 
squash court. 

In 1961, the Cornhill Hotel and squash court were purchased for £26,000 by 
Joan Marie Small who opened discussions with the Squash Rackets Association in 
1965 with a view to commissioning a complete refurbishment of the squash court 
building, both inside and out, including a new roof. Unfortunately, this never 
happened and Joan Marie Small, due to a shortage of funds, was forced to sell the 
hotel and squash court at auction in 1966. 

At auction, the squash court was acquired for £1,000 by Thomas Idris Williams 
of Rugby, Warwickshire, and John Nicholas Dobbin of Marlow in Buckinghamshire. 
The hotel and other buildings were sold as separate lots. Messrs Williams and 
Dobbin did not regard the purchase of the squash court as a profit-making venture 
but saw the opportunity to build on the continuing increase in interest of squash as a 
competitive, inexpensive sport. They came to an arrangement with the new hotel 
owners whereby the squash players could collect the key to the court from the 
hotel’s reception and then return to the hotel for a bath and a beer after the game. 
For the first time, in late 1966, the squash court became a members’ Squash Club, 
which charged two and a half guineas per year as the subscription. Additionally, it 
was four shillings to book the court and members had to leave £1 at the hotel as a 
deposit for the key. 

This new Squash Club venture was not without its difficulties. The court 
suffered from high humidity and condensation, resulting in a very slippery floor. 
Specialist engineers were brought in who recommended expensive humidifiers that 
had to operate 24 hours a day. The owners started to get itchy feet, although in 
1969, they heavily invested in an extension to the club that introduced showers and 
a toilet to the property for the first time and the Northamptonshire Squash 
Association funded an official coach for the club in an effort to improve playing 
standards. 

However, by 1970, Messrs Williams and Dobbin had decided to exit the club to 
avoid further personal losses. This allowed the newly formed club committee to 
pursue a different route for the club ownership and, in April 1970, a Trust was formed 
under a formal deed that is still in place today. The new Trust paid the previous 
owners £2,679 for the squash court property, with the money being raised from  
three different areas – a grant from the Northamptonshire Playing Fields Association, 
a grant from the Department for Education and Science and the balance from 
members’ donations. At this point, there were five Trustees who also formed the new 
club’s general committee. 

During the 1970’s the Cornhill Squash Club had a significant membership of 
over 140 players, with an additional waiting list. Through to the early 1980’s, this was 
the peak time for the sport of squash in the UK. In the background, the Cornhill Hotel 
changed hands on two further occasions in 1976 and 1978, when it was purchased 
by the Jesus People of Bugbrooke for £195,000 and remained in their hands until 
2019. In 2024, the manor house is now again a private residence after a gap of 
almost 80 years. 

In 2007, a property developer purchased some of the older farm buildings to the 
rear of the squash court. One of these properties was the barn attached to the 
squash court front wall. The new barn residential property was purchased by a 
private buyer in 2008, but they and their agents had failed to notice that the barn was 
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 attached to a squash club, with the result that the Cornhill Squash Club’s Trustees, 
Committee Members and playing members were all served with Noise Abatement 
Notices in September 2009 due to the fact that the squash balls were smashing 
against the new barn occupiers’ lounge wall. The outcome was that the squash club 
closed for 12 months and relocated in Northampton for a season whilst the two 
buildings (court and barn) at Cornhill were physically separated by 12 inches – the 
Cornhill Squash Club continues to pay off their portion of the associated costs! 

The club survived the COVID crisis and has managed to grow the membership 
over the past two years to approximately 70 players – really encouraging numbers 
last seen in the late 1980’s. We have introduced Racketball to offer our members a 
different type of challenge and the club’s annual league and cup competitions are 
thriving with a significant percentage of the membership now playing competitive 
squash on a regular basis. We still retain family memberships and offer social non-
league squash to those members who prefer a more relaxed approach. We welcome 
all people from any walk of life, whether they’ve played before or never set foot on a 
squash court. Our fees are reasonable at £80 a year, with court booking fees at £3 
per person for 40 minutes. There are discounts available for students and family 
members. 

We have two Trustees today, Malcolm Alphonso from Farthingstone and Chris 
Ridgway who lives in Bugbrooke and is also the Club Chair. Our general committee 
and membership are pulled from all the towns and villages within a 10-mile radius of 
Cornhill. The club is also fortunate to have a local sponsor, David Cosby Chartered 
Surveyor and Estate Agent who has supported us since the COVID recovery period. 
If you’re interested in joining us, you’ll find us on Facebook or email 
cornhillsquashclub@outlook.com or phone us on 07517 802454. We’d love to hear 
from you. 
John Carrington 
Cornhill Squash Club Playing Member since 1992 and Committee Member since 
1995 

 

about:blank


44 

 



45 

 

Services and Events at  

St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy and keep  

up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, News and Events.  

The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury 

and Rothersthorpe. 

 

 Sunday Services – 9.30am 

1st Sunday 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 6:00pm Sunday@6 

2nd Sunday 9:30am  Morning Worship 

3rd Sunday 9:30am  Holy Communion 

4th Sunday 9:30am  Morning Worship 

 
 

 

Regular events 

Monday          Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’ 10am to 11:30am 

Bellringing Practice (temporarily on hold)   8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday   Church open for private prayer 10am to 11am 

Thursday  Family Morning in the Church Rooms  9am to 11am  

 - a time for parents and tots - Term time only   
                                            

 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Revd Nic Edwards (Rector) 01604 815496 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a brief 

message and your telephone number, and a member of the team 

will get back to you. 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  

bugbrookechurch.co.uk 
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Diary   

April   

8 19:30 WI - Andrew Castley and the Cut a Caper Band  ⚽ 

8 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

15 14:00 U3A CC 

10 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

13  Football Club Comedy Night ⚽ 

17 19:30 Friends of St Michael’s AGM SS 

19 10:00 BEWG - Air Ambulance recycling day 10:00-16:00 CC 

22 19:00 Bugbrooke Community Open Evening  CC 

22 19:45 Flower Society - Monticello - ‘Aspirations’ NHVH 

24 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

25 14:00 West Northants Council Customer Service Team Drop-in BC 

26 19:30 Cricket Club Social   

27 14:00 Bowls Club Open Day - 14:00-17:00 CC 

27  Football Club Tribute Act to Madness ⚽ 

May   

1 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

5  Cricket Club Francis & Spruels Memorial game   

8 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

10 19:30 Cricket Club Quiz Night   

13 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

15 19:30 History Group CC 

15 19:30 WI ‘Resolutions Voting’ at Harpole TBA 

20 14:00 U3A CC 

22 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

23 14:00 West Northants Council Customer Service Team Drop-in BC 

26  Cricket Club Anniversary Match   

  June  

5 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

8 14:00 Bowls Club Open Day - 14:00-17:00 CC 

Community Living Rooms:  

Monday: 10:00-11:30 - Bugbrooke Church, Tuesday: 13:30-17:00 - Jubilee House,  
Alternate Thursdays: 14:00-17:00 - Bugbrooke Chapel (See Facebook/Notice boards) 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel,  CC - Community Centre,    - Cricket Club,   

⚽ - Football Club,  NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall,  SS - Sunday School 
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